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Overview 

Engagement summary 

Background 

In 2016, we put forward a long list of transport schemes to include within the West Yorkshire + 
Transport Fund; ones which could be delivered before 2021 and the ones to be delivered post 2021. 
The Corridor Improvement Programme centres around improvements around the key corridors on 
our Key Route Network (KRN) aimed at reducing congestion and improving journey times. The 
Holmfirth Town Centre Access Plan, A62 Leeds Road Smart Corridor and the Huddersfield Southern 
Gateways (now Corridors) were the 3 schemes Kirklees put forward for funding. 
 
The Holmfirth town centre access plan, led by Kirklees Council, is funded through the West Yorkshire 
Plus Transport Fund and the Leeds City Region Growth Deal – a £1 billion package of Government 
investment through the Leeds City Region Enterprise Partnership (LEP), delivered by the West 
Yorkshire Combined Authority to accelerate growth and create jobs across Leeds City Region. 
 
Prior to public engagement on the access plan, a significant amount of work was done to assess the 
road use and layout in Holmfirth town centre. The area of Holmfirth is unique and provides many 
challenges to making major alterations to the roads, but the impact of congestion meant 
consideration for improvements were necessary. The aims of the improvements were to: 
 

 Create a more attractive environment for residents, businesses and visitors 

 Ease traffic congestion in Holmfirth 

 Improve efficient and journey time reliability for all road users  

 Create better access for local residents, workers and businesses owners. 
 
Information was sought and collated from investigations and traffic simulations, looking at where the 
issues and journey time delays in Holmfirth are.  This information was used to develop and test a 
number of improvement options, which led to development of a preferred access plan option.  Details 
of all the options were presented to the public during the public engagement.  The options were: 
 

 Do nothing, leaving the roads as they are; 

 Low cost intervention, what would be possible outside of the Transport Fund;  

 Medium cost intervention – the preferred option; 

 High cost intervention, a scheme if money or land was not restricted. 
 
The proposed preferred access plan option includes:  

 Building a new link road between Hollowgate and the A6024, Huddersfield Road  

 Changing Victoria Street to one-way in order to reduce traffic flow  

 Removing parking bays on Victoria Street to widen footpaths 

 Providing two loading bays, and three disabled parking abys on Victoria Street  

 Changing a section of Hollowgate to one-way traffic flow 

 Banning the right turn from Hollowgate bridge onto the A6024, Huddersfield Road 

 Modifying and changing the junction at Victoria Square into a mini roundabout junction 

 Upgrading the existing zebra crossings on Victoria Street and Town Gate 

 Landscaping, new trees and planting 

 Replacing the carriageway, paving, lighting, signs and road markings. 
 

Engagement Exercise 

From 4 March – 5 April 2019 a public engagement exercise on proposed plans for major road 
improvements to Holmfirth town centre, was open to the public.  During this time residents, road 
users, businesses and community members were invited to comment on a proposed option of road 
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intervention plans, visit an exhibition of the plans, or attend a drop-in event to meet and discuss the 
plans with Kirklees Council officers. 
 
The first draft plans of all the options for the proposed improvements, were presented during the 
public engagement period for feedback on the preferred proposal and general comments on wider 
issues and areas for consideration.   
 

Engagement materials  

To complement the public engagement exercise a leaflet was produced with information that 
highlighted the proposed intervention area, provided background information, and signposted readers 
to the websites, exhibitions and drop-in events, alongside contact information, should information be 
required in alternative formats.  
 
For the website, exhibitions and drop-in sessions, large copy plans were designed and printed for 
display. These clearly showed the proposed interventions.  
 
Variable-messaging signs (VMS) stationed in and around Holmfirth displayed notifications for road 
users to visit the Kirklees website to have their say on the access plan.  
 
Posters advertising the drop-in events and exhibition, alongside signposting to online information, 
were produced and displayed in strategic locations in Holmfirth and Huddersfield. This included at 
transport hubs, public centres and on bus shelters in the areas surrounding Holmfirth. 
 

Engagement activities 

For the purpose of the engagement exercise a website was created and populated with the scheme 
plans for each option and information necessary for public participation.  A survey was linked to the 
Your Voice and Major Transport websites that asked questions about the plans, and invited 
comments.   
 
In addition to the online survey, paper copies were printed and made available at the exhibition and 
drop-in locations; they were also available on request by contacting either Kirklees or the Combined 
Authority by contact methods publicised widely online and in the leaflet.  The paper copy surveys 
were accompanied by printed ‘Freepost’ envelopes for free of charge returns. 

 
Engagement events 

An exhibition display was available for the public to visit for the duration of the engagement period (4 
March – 5 April 2019).  This was hosted at both Holmfirth and Huddersfield Library’s as accessible 
town centre locations.   
 
In total over the duration of the engagement exercise approximately over 2,500 respondents 
participated: 1923 completed surveys, of which 474 were submitted in paper format, 1 petition with 
553 signatories, 4 letters, 2 stakeholder reports and 114 emails were received.  6,680 unique visits 
were made to the engagement website, and engagement via Kirklees Council’s social media and 
communication channels meant that close to 84,000 individuals were potentially reached about the 
activity.  There were over 9,000 visits to the engagement website to learn about the scheme during 
the duration of the engagement.   
 

Analysis  

The results of the public engagement exercise have been presented in this report. Quantitative and 
qualitative response data are presented together to provide overall sentiment, and a contextual 
narrative to the responses.  
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In this report the qualitative data that has been collected is presented anonymously for full 
consideration by officers involved in developing the scheme. The comments have been considered 
and coded to narrative themes.  
 
Please note: All comments used as illustrative quotes within this report have been copied verbatim 
from their source. No changes were made to the information received so as not to inadvertently 
misinterpret, or misidentify the intension of the respondent. 
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Headline information 

 
In total over the duration of the engagement exercise approximately over 2,500 respondents 
participated: 1923 completed surveys, of which 474 were submitted in paper format, 1 petition with 
553 signatories, 4 letters, 2 stakeholder reports and 114 emails were received.  6,680 unique visits 
were made to the engagement website (www.yourvoice.westyorks-ca.gov.uk/Holmfirth), and 
engagement via Kirklees Council’s social media and communication channels meant that close to 
84,000 individuals were potentially reached about the activity.  More information about website visits 
and social media reach is on pages 22-23 of this report.   
 

Surveys 

1923 survey responses were received during the engagement period.  The results of these survey 
responses can be found on pages 25-26 of this report. 
 

Letters and emails 

Throughout the engagement period, residents, businesses and road users were offered the 
opportunity to feedback by email or in writing to a provided freepost address.  This was made 
available to complement the survey and Q&A sections on the Your Voice engagement site, and as an 
option for groups or representatives to submit consolidated comments or feedback. 
 
4 letters, 2 stakeholder reports and 114 emails were received via the email and freepost addresses 
widely publicised.  Letters were received from members of the public and stakeholders, they were 
also appended to survey responses received via Freepost.  The full list of emails and letters can be 
found on pages 353-426 of this report.  
 

Additional information 

In the survey, in addition to the questions specific to the scheme, a number of questions were 
included to better understand the current use of roads through Holmfirth town centre area, by those 
who took part in the engagement.  These questions were developed from similar public engagement 
exercises on significant road schemes.  From the information provided we can understand that a 
large majority of respondents frequently travel through Holmfirth, they do so by car and are residents 
of Holmfirth (with is taken to understand that they will travel for a multitude of reasons).  We also 
know that journey experiences vary, the highest proportion of respondents do not experience 
difficulty travelling through the town centre (40.6% n = 771), though a marginally higher proportion 
experience high levels of congestion (36.9% n = 701) than provided a neutral response (36.5% n = 
693).   
 

Future engagement 

Visitors to the dedicated engagement webpage were offered the opportunity to sign-up to be 
contacted with updates about the scheme.  As standard, visitors to the main engagement website 
(www.yourvoice.westyorks-ca.gov.uk) can register to be kept informed about all engagement 
activities, and specific topics and districts of interest.  
  

http://www.yourvoice.westyorks-ca.gov.uk/Holmfirth
http://www.yourvoice.westyorks-ca.gov.uk/
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Executive summary 

Headline results  

Overall the majority of respondents did not agree that the preferred town centre access plan proposal 
would achieve the aims: 

 Four fifths of respondents disagreed (81.3%) 

o Out of this, the highest proportion strongly disagreed (61%) 

 Only around a tenth of respondents agreed (13%) 
 
Additional comments and details provided for consideration were highly constructive with suggestions 
for alterations or amendments to the plans to tackle issues perceived as most relevant to the 
respondent. 

 Just under three quarters of respondents provided a comment to both open ended questions 
(73%) 

o The highest proportion answered the first open ended question at 1647 comments 
(86%) 

o The second open ended question received 1507 comments (78%) 
 
A full list of anonymised comments can be found in appendix A1 and A2. 
 
The majority of comments received to the question which asked respondents to comment or provide 
detail they would wish to be considered at the planning development stage includes suggestions or 
alterations to the plans. These suggestions were either provided as single additions, or alterations to 
what was included in the plans, or whole changes to what is being proposed.  
 
It could be suggested from the high response rate and wealth of information provided from 
respondents that there are changes that could be made to the road and infrastructure within Holmfirth 
village that could improve the experiences of residents, business owners and visitors. 
 
A high number of comments purport that the level of congestion currently experienced is not enough 
to warrant the perceived disruption and damage to Holmfirth envisioned from the plans. Smaller 
alterations and investigative measures are suggested to achieve the scheme aims, including; 
reducing parking on Victoria Road, moving, reducing, or altering the placement of pedestrian 
crossings around junctions, restricting the movement of heavy goods vehicles, and investing in 
sustainable travel options. It is suggested that the topography of Holmfirth does not give the room 
necessary to implement the proposed road changes, and that it would be preferable to ensure that 
any schemes do not lead to an increase in traffic going through the centre. 
 
Comments about the proposed improvements reiterated issues raised to the previous open text box 
response in regard to the plans that were presented. In addition to this, respondents discussed how 
they felt the alterations could impact on residents and visitors in Holmfirth with regard to road safety, 
and any potential impact on the vitality of the high-street, and unique qualities of the town. 
 
Individuals and stakeholders who responded by alternative methods (not via the survey), did so by 
letter and email.  The content of which were specific to the concerns and interests of the person, or 
group; mostly residents, businesses, environmental interest, and active transport groups, though 
mostly adjacent with the topics and themes present in the survey comments. 
 
There were over 9,000 visits to the engagement website to learn about the scheme during the 
duration of the engagement.   
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Half of all site visits were made direct to the site using the website address, this was followed by visits 
made by referrals from a link on another website.  When asked how participants were made aware of 
the scheme, a large majority suggest it was via letter, social media and word-of-mouth. 
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Results 

Plan proposal 

Question:  

We asked how far respondents agreed or disagreed that the proposed interventions would achieve 
the Holmfirth Town Centre Access Plan’s aims.  Four fifths disagreed (81%), with the greatest 
proportion providing the ‘strongly disagree’ response option (61%).  Just over one in ten (13%) either 
agreed or strongly disagreed.  The remainder or respondents were ‘neutral’ (6%) in response, or of 
‘no opinion’ (<0%). 
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Comment/detail for consideration 

Question: 

Respondents were given an additional opportunity to provide a comment or any detail they would like 
to be considered at this stage in the scheme’s development.  1647 respondents provided a comment, 
this is just over four fifths (86%) of all survey completions. 
 
There is overall concern, regardless of whether the changes will improve traffic flow and movement 
that it will negatively impact on Holmfirth: how it perceived by visitors and experienced daily by 
residents and businesses.  
 
The following subtitles set out the distinct themes that were present in the comments received at this 
question. 

Reasons against the plans 

Most of the comments firstly provided a reason why they had responded negatively toward the 
proposed plans, before investigating individual items, or making alternative suggestions.  
 
Negative impact on Holmfirth 
Overall, there was concern that the plans would have a negative impact on Holmfirth: it’s aesthetic, 
tourist appeal, and economy, as well as on specific needs of Residents, Business Owners and 
Visitors. 
 
Residents 
It is suggested that respondents feel not enough consideration has been given to residents of 
Holmfirth; rather that the plans are to improve through traffic journeys. These comments specify 
areas of concern as: 

 Pedestrian safety, on pavements and crossing roads 

‘The plans will destroy the Town for residents, shoppers and businesses!  The plans 
appear to consider only commuters trying to get through as quickly as possible but to 

achieve this you are effectively spoiling the face and soul of the Holmfirth’  

 Emissions/climate impact 

‘Improving traffic flow will increase amount of traffic more pollution, whilst evidence is 
suggesting that it shortens life through traffic should be guided away from the town 
centre rather than through it town centre traffic should be only for people who live 

there encourage tourists by more parking nearby, but outside the centre’ 

 School pupil and visitor safety 

‘Please be aware of the impact upon young children walking to the nearby Nabb 
Junior School. The increase of flow of traffic around Rocher Road will be potentially 
very dangerous indeed. The paths up Rocher are not the best at present but these 

plans will make the situation worse. The flow of traffic from the proposed mini 
roundabout in the direction of Hollowgate will be a danger to our youngsters in the 

local community’ 

Businesses 
Concern regarding impact on businesses looks toward ensuring that Holmfirth is supported to 
continue to provide a variety of opportunities for small business owners. Specific issues that link this 
concern with the plans are: 

 Reducing parking that will hinder quick town centre access/deter ‘pop in’ shoppers 

‘I think it will kill Holmfirth off for residents, visitors etc. It will just become a bypass 
and as a local no longer welcoming just to pop in a shop. Hollowgate and all its 

history will be lost forever. Plus all the small businesses will die’ 
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 Removal of the market with no information regarding any replacement/support option 

‘Evidence needs to be provided by the council to confirm what is meant by it is not 
financially viable. We need to keep the market and not push the responsibility on 
others to find a new location elsewhere in the town. It is an important asset to the 

town and a high priority needs to be placed upon it by the council to keep it going. It 
is not acceptable for the council to remove the market under this proposal, if it has 

been supporting it previously without any concerns financially’ 

 Deter all shoppers due to higher speeds of vehicles moving through the town centre 

‘Diverting traffic along Hollowgate will ruin this area of the town, which is currently 
enjoyed by visitors and residents alike. It is a route for visitors to stroll on to Norah 

Battye's House, they buy Fish & Chips and sit on one or two of the benches 
provided.  To deter the tourists will affect the business on Hollowgate disastrously! 

Hollowgate is closed at certain times for events. It would make the junction of 
Hollowgate very dangerous for the school children and residents of Rotcher 

(Cartworth Road - Holmfirth J & I School)’ 

Visitors 
There were a high number of comments that discuss the appeal of Holmfirth to visitors and tourists, 
and the activities and events that support this. It is suggested that all the points above that impact on 
residents and businesses would also lead to a reduction of visitor numbers. Additional items that 
could impact on Holmfirth from these plans include: 

 The loss of Hollowgate as a location for events and festivals 

‘These proposals will destroy the character of the area and this will be detrimental to 
me as a resident and to tourists.  Hollowgate is often utilized for events such as the 

Folk Festival and utilising it for traffic would not allow this.  The market hall should be 
retained and its use encouraged e.g. by local groups, for events and activities.  I do 

not think the Council has fully investigated its potential’ 

 Any aesthetic damage to the town centre 

‘Hollowgate is the oldest road in Holmfirth. It is fundamentally a small, characterful 
riverside route popular with pedestrians. It contains small specialist shops and 

businesses, including a bakers, an amazingly successful fish and chip shop, a busy 
barber shop, and a popular cafe. At its end is the old Elephant and Castle pub, 
recently updated and well patronised. Hollowgate is also a road that is used for 
community events - closed to traffic during our annual Arts Festival processions, 
regular food and drink fairs etc. It was shut to traffic during the Tour de France 

celebrations. At present, the road is small enough to be closed to traffic at such times 
and as such is an important asset for the community’ 

‘In keeping with its age and charm, Hollowgate has the historic cobbled 'Goose 
Green' descending into it (in which, and off which, there are several old houses.) 

Hollowgate is important to Holmfirth's identity. Its character really needs conserving’ 

Negative Impact - Contributing Factors 
 
Traffic 
A large proportion of comments suggest that they see these plans as having the potential to make 
things worse for the following reasons: 

 Improve journeys will incentivise vehicle use and encourage more traffic, therefore any 
improvement would be short lived 

‘I don't understand how creating extra capacity for motor traffic will ease congestion: 
doesn't the evidence suggest this just makes car trips more attractive and so you're 

quickly back to square one?’ 
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 Altering access and direction of vehicles to certain roads will only move the issue, or create 
new ‘bottlenecks’ 

‘I think it will encourage larger trucks through the town. The trucks cause congestion 
as they block the junctions. Leading to the town centre both station road and dunford 

road are restricted to single lane due to parking especially when truck drive down 
those roads. Both roads are bottlenecks equal to the town centre’ 

‘Traffic turning from station road into the difficult access turn of bridge lane also 
causes traffic back-up that won’t be improved’ 

‘I think it unlikely that this scheme can improve traffic flow down station road and 
dunford road due to further bottlenecks. It does not seem a wise use of money if 

improved traffic flow is the aim’ 

‘Would it be possible to restrict large truck access through the town centre that would 
have an effect on traffic flow for local residents?’ 

 
It is noted by some that the congestion issue is not as bad as suggested, or at least not bad enough 
to warrant the magnitude of the plans proposed. 

‘The whole idea is ludicrous! There is no issue with traffic significant enough to take 
such drastic action. I use the centre during “rush hour” and find I get through with 

total ease. Who would destroy such a beautiful, ancient town centre for the sake of a 
couple of minutes to get through once/twice a day? It’s insane!’ 

 
Others suggest that the roads that are being investigated in the plans are not the issue, and therefore 
the scheme will not make things better as it doesn’t address the root cause of any congestion. The 
areas of issue include: 

 Closures to the M62, M1 or Woodhead Pass, or other diversions and accidents 

‘[…] a lot of traffic currently travelling from the M1 to the M60 use the A616 to the 
Woodhead Pass and Tintwistle where there is often a bottle neck. It is very obvious 
when this route is closed by accidents as this traffic then ends up coming through 

Holmfirth causing mayhem. […]’ 

 Access roads in and around Holmfirth including Huddersfield Road, Station Road, Rotcher 
Road and Dunford Road, amongst others are suggested as in need of addressing or causes of 
some issues 

‘The majority of issues occur around Dunford road and going into the town centre, i 
do not see how this proposed changes with help to improve this situation’ 

 
No space for proposals 
The unique and complex topography of Holmfirth is cited by some as their reason against the 
proposed plans. It is suggested that some roads, particularly Hollowgate, do not have the space 
necessary to accommodate all modes of transport, in all directions, as proposed.  

‘Hollowgate should not be encouraged as an access road in any way. It is too 
narrow, and will completely snare up traffic from Rotcher Road’ 

They suggest that making the proposed changes would cause more issues and congestion with large 
vehicles passing each other on a narrow road, and that this would be an unpleasant experience for 
pedestrians and people on bicycles, to have large, polluting and fast-moving vehicles close to them. 

‘Hollowgate is a narrow road which is not meant to be used as a main thoroughfare. 
Large wagons travelling along this route would be dangerous and detrimental to 
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pedestrians and the buildings along the road. The bridge at the end of hollow gate is 
not wide enough to allow large vehicles to pass and turn left. […]’ 

 
Market 
As briefly mentioned above, there are a high number of comments that suggest a reason they are 
against the proposed plans includes the proposed loss and demolition of the market hall. It is 
suggested that there is concern this asset will be lost in Holmfirth as no alternative is suggested, that 
there is preference to keep the market hall than replace it with a link road, or that they are concerned 
the market had not received enough support to keep it viable. 

‘It appears that the new road will involve demolition of the market hall.  However, I 
did not see any reference to this being relocated or rebuilt elsewhere.  This is a very 
successful market and one of the main attractions of Holmfirth.  Visitors to the market 
bring a lot of money into the town.  I think it is essential that the market is not lost to 

Holmfirth if the existing building needs to be demolished’ 

 
Scheme cost 
A number of respondents queries the cost of the road scheme in association with the schemes aims, 
suggesting that, in line with some issues already covered in the sections above, the money could be 
better spent on what matters to Holmfith residents and business owners, or elsewhere, rather than on 
plans to ease congestion. 

‘Absolute waste of a lot of money that could be used to give holmfirth a boost in with 
small business. Use the money to develop the market hall in to food hall where local 

food and drink businesses can sell and residents/ visitors can go on a weekend 
without having to travel to cities for good food’ 

 
Other option 
Discounted options were presented to the public during the engagement period, a small number of 
comments cited these as preferred options they would like to be reconsidered, or more palatable 
options if something needed to be done.  Of these comments, the high cost proposal was preferred 
due to its potential to keep through traffic out of the town centre. 

‘Doubtful that traffic flow would be improved especially at peak times. Hollowgate 
very narrow for large trucks and buses. Potential clash between right turners out of 
new road and those already on A6024 queuing to turn right into car park or Victoria 
Street. This could lead to traffic queuing on Hollowgate and back to the proposed 

roundabout’ 

‘We would like to see the data on traffic flow published showing improvements. 
Believe high intervention scheme needed’ 

 
Reasons for the plans (positive) 
Unsurprisingly, due to the high number of responses that were negative about the plans and 
proposed aims, only a small proportion of comments were wholly positive.  

‘I hope all the negative comments about the scheme don't stop it happening as I 
support the proposals’ 

However, some comments were optimistic in part, and in addition some specified their reasons why, 
which included: 

 Tackling congestion 

‘As a resident of Holmfirth I strongly agree with the need to find a solution to the 
increasing traffic congestion, especially as new housing is built and the problem is 

set to worsen. The proposal may well address some of this in terms of easing traffic 
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in the centre, however I disagree that it will the stated aim of making Holmfirth more 
attractive’ 

 Reducing pollution 

‘I think it’s great that you have realised there is a congestion problem but the solution 
is a bit out of date. It would be nice to see some out of the box thinking. Ie thinking 
based on the future (and not just the foreseeable). A plan that takes into account; 
global warming and rising levels of obesity and the recent study that shows car 

fumes are more harmful than smoking cigarettes’ 

‘I realise this will be classed (and most likely dismissed) as a vague response to a 
very detailed plan. But I honestly think just adding another road to the network is not 

a long term, thoughtful or forward thinking solution’ 

 Pedestrian improvements and planting 

‘Please make some green spaces for pedestrians’ 

It was noted in some of these incidences that there is an appreciation of difficulty in finding a solution 
in this area. 

‘It would be good to see bigger pedestrian areas including Victoria Street. I'm 
concerned about using Hollowgate as a main thoroughfare - it is a wonderful space 

for festivals when closed temporarily - it seems to me that you have a thankless task 
as many folk are certain what needs to be done - but propose contradictory 

schemes’ 

 
A high number of comments suggest that they are happy in part with some aspects of plans, or would 
be with alterations, or the inclusion of their suggestions. 

‘I like the general proposal. I’d like pedestrian only space. I’d want to see easy 
access to shops in the centre of the square roundabout. I have concerns about 

lorries and trucks getting through easily. More parking would be ideal, perhaps park 
n ride. The current layout has pedestrian crossings that clog traffic flow and I’m not 

sure how you plan to improve that? Perhaps a footbridge or undercroft?’ 

 
Alternative suggestions 
A majority of respondents propose that to support any planned improvements, they would need to 
focus on, or improve reducing the amount of traffic coming through the centre. The concern is that 
the current plans funnel a one-way system, rather than reduce overall vehicles passing through. This 
is highlighted by a number of references to an alternative plan proposed through a Holmfirth and 
Holme Valley residents group and circulated via social media. 

‘Much of the traffic passing through Holmfirth is passing through the town, the town is 
not the destination. The proposed "improvements" would only serve to make a route 

through Holmfirth more attractive to this type of traffic […]’ 

 
Ban or restrict access to large/heavy goods vehicles 
In addition to the references made to reducing traffic flow through Holmfirth, some respondents 
suggest adding restrictions or banning some vehicles from the centre would greatly improve 
congestion issues, emissions issues and alleviate safety concerns (related to existing road layout, 
and the proposed plans). It is supposed that the issues of large vehicles travelling through the town 
centre are exacerbated by road closures, and concerns are raised that by aiming to reduce journey 
times through the centre might encourage more large vehicles to divert that way. Some suggest that 
Holmfirth’s topography does not allow for many large vehicles, and that the plan to make a part of 
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Hollowgate two-way to directional flow does not consider the difficulty this will cause when two large 
vehicles pass each other in such a narrow space. 

‘If all lorries are rerouted down Hollowgate you will destroy it. It is too narrow for 
people and large lorries. The result would be the lorries would win, people would 
stop going (locals and tourists) and shops and businesses on Hollowgate would 

close. Hollowgate is an asset to Holmfirth and needs preserving. This plan would not 
help points 1 and 4 it would do the opposite’ 

 
Other link road location or bypass 
It is suggested by some that there are other locations that would be more suitable for a link road that 
could provide an alternative route for through traffic, this includes some suggestions for a bypass. A 
few individuals specify exact locations for an alternative link road, e.g. in place of the Lodge’s 
building, or roads that should link, or be improved to act as a link road e.g. Bridge Lane. 

‘There are better solutions such as the purchase of the lodges building and building 
of a cross river road (which would be costly but improve Holmfirth for visitors and 
locals immeasurably.....you'd probably get a big cheer from the entire country for 

removing a worst building in the country carbuncle)’ 

 
Parking 
Most references to parking suggest agreement with the plans to reduce parking on Victoria Street. 
Some call for an outright removal of parking, some for the appropriate enforcement of restrictions and 
others suggest permit, or alternative parking locations to provide for residents and visitors, including a 
park and ride.  

‘Minimise private car journeys by introducing a park and ride arrangement and better 
access to public transport’ 

 
It is noted that parking is seen as a frequent reason behind some instances of congestion in the town 
centre, and an area that needs addressing. Some respondents suggest that alterations to parking 
provision is all that’s needed to achieve the aims of the access plan. 

‘Reduce on street parking to ease traffic congestion. […]’ 

 
Traffic calming measures 
Traffic light sequencing at junctions and pedestrian crossings are proposed to be another instance 
that contributes to congestion. It is noted by some that they feel traffic flows better when the lights are 
not working in the town centre. 

‘[…] traffic lights at the top of Victoria Street are shocking and should be looked at or 
even better removed as when they don't work, traffic flows even better. […]’ 

There is the suggestion that the lights are out of sequence, and that by correcting this would be a 
solution to aid traffic flow. It is also suggested that this should be implemented to pedestrian crossing 
points, see below. An additional point is that the light change doesn’t allow enough traffic to travel 
through, which again adds to congestion. 

‘Benefits could be obtained immediately by a small change to traffic light sequence at 
top of Victoria Street’ 

‘Current sequence - from Huddersfield - pedestrians - From Victoria Street - From 
Upperbridge’ 

‘Suggested sequence - from Huddersfield - from Victoria Street - from Upperbridge – 
Pedestrians’ 
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‘This would alleviate congestion in Victoria Street/preventing traffic from Huddersfield 
getting through their green light’ 

 
Other traffic calming measures are requested in the form of speed restrictions and crosshatched 
markings at junctions. Speed restrictions are felt to be necessary should the proposed plans be 
introduced to aid in pedestrian safety, especially around school access on Rotcher Road. 
Crosshatching at junction is suggested as a deterrent for what are noted as selfish drivers who block 
access and impede traffic flow. 

‘[…] I would welcome measures to improve traffic more generally - traffic calming 
measures to reduce speeding, proper enforcement of parking regulations; 

particularly at the end that connects to the centre where it is common to have vans 
and cars blocking the pathways and making it difficult for buses. This would help with 
other congestion and pinch points that would otherwise remain a significant problem 

with the current proposals’ 

 
Pedestrian crossings 
There is no clear consensus as to what type of pedestrian crossing is appropriate at different 
locations within Holmfirth, however there is greater consensus that the current placing of them is not 
appropriate i.e. zebra crossings near junctions. A number of respondents’ request pelican crossing 
for pedestrians within junctions (or far enough from junctions to reduce ‘stop start’), and for these be 
in sequence to allow for traffic flow. 

‘Stop parking on Victoria St and at the bottom of Dunford Road.  Replace zebra 
crossings with Pelicans and synchronise with the existing traffic lights.  Use some of 

the money saved to install cameras to capture and penalise any vehicles parking 
where there are restrictions’ 

 
There are requests for additional pedestrian crossings, should the plans be introduced, to aid in 
pedestrian safety (as above, Rotcher Road).  

‘No consideration made for Holmfirth JIN School on Cartworth Road. No crossing 
point at bottom of Rotcher/Hollowgate’ 

 
Invest in sustainable travel 
A number of respondents note that there does not appear to be enough incentive, or investment in 
sustainable travel. Provision for cyclists, accessibility for pedestrians, and promotion of buses, is felt 
to be missed, and seen as a key influencer on reducing congestion. It is also purported as being 
beneficial to the look and feel of Holmfirth as it can reduce emissions and reduce vehicle numbers of 
the roads. 

‘I would prefer to see the centre pedestrianised and the only through route being 
using the new road, also needs provision for cyclists.  Can current eyesore market 

hall be replaced by a better quality style cf Penistone with rents set at a level to 
attract local regional traders. Also need to reduce car parking charges for local 

people’ 

 
Pedestrianise roads 
Some respondents add that pedestrianising roads could make the place more enjoyable and inviting, 
and suggest Hollowgate and/or Victoria Street as key potential locations. 

‘There are no pedestrianised areas in the scheme - Holmfirth is a town very much 
made up of families, young children, and elderly people. These key demographics 

need safer spaces in the town’ 
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Agreement in part 
It should be noted that some respondents explain that their negative response to the plans is in 
relations to the plans in their entirety. They suggest that by implementing part, and monitoring their 
influence against the aims, a less intrusive remedy to some problems can be found. In these 
instances, enforcing parking, and sequencing traffic lights are seen as easy changes that could see 
benefits. 

‘The plan for the traffic lights at the Woodhead Rd/Victoria St junction is good and 
should reduce the queues. Hollowgate is too narrow to take increased traffic over a 

new bridge’ 

Comments about the proposed improvements 

Question: 

A second open text box response option asked for comments about the proposed improvements.  
1507 respondents provided a comment, this is just over three quarters (78%) of all survey 
completions. 
 
Most of these responses reiterated, expanded or revisited issues and concerns that had been raised 
in the previous comments box in relation to road safety concerns, perception of influence on Holmfirth 
town centre, and requests for alternative/less impactful alterations to be made. 
 
Road safety concerns 
As with the previous question, a number of respondents suggest that Hollowgate is too narrow to 
accommodate the changes to traffic capacity and directional flow that the proposed plans would 
introduce. In addition to this there is concern about the high number of young people and families 
who use Rotcher Road to travel to school. It is mentioned with concern that any increase in traffic 
flow in this area could put individuals at risk. 

‘Hollowgate is too narrow to cope with heavy traffic. Children walk to and from 
Holmfirth J&I School, up Rotcher Rd. More traffic will increase prospective danger for 
these children. A roundabout might well not reduce the currently awful congestion on 

Dunford Rd’ 

 
Negative impact 
There are comments that suggest making the proposed changes will encourage more traffic through 
the area, thus making congestion worse, or displacing the problem i.e. traffic moves freely, but 
visitors are discouraged from stopping/shopping. 

‘I agree with the view that this road development will have the opposite effect on the 
town. It may become easier to a degree to travel through but it will deter visitors and 

some locals will end up going out of town to shop. […]’ 

 
Less impactful measures 
A frequently made suggestion is for the restriction or banning of large vehicles within Holmfirth town 
centre. This is seen as a simple measure to introduce but with the potential for great impact on the 
perceived experiences of respondents.  

‘The costly proposal will not meet the problem of traffic problems in the town.  The 
only way to address the problem is to stop the number of large lorries that are 

coming through in ever increasing numbers.  […]  The proposed changes for the 
road system in the town will make it less friendly than it now is and the town relies on 

visitors to survive.  Surely there is a means of diverting the lorries’ 

Changes to traffic calming measures are also suggested as minimally intrusive alterations that could 
see major influence. Mostly these are suggestions for alterations to traffic light sequencing. 
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‘If you want to improve the centre of Holmfirth and the traffic through it use smaller 
improvements instead. First try improving the lights, when there is a lot of traffic the 

lights only let through a few cars at a time which cause massive tailbacks so by 
changing the traffic lights to let more people through you would reduce tailbacks and 

increase traffic flow. […]’ 

 
Critique of cost 
It is suggested that the cost of the scheme could be greatly reduced by introducing simpler solutions 
that could alleviate problems. These solutions are similar to those suggested as the main culprits for 
any current problems: parking, traffic lights, large vehicles etc. 

‘An utter waste of money, double yellow lines down the main street will resolve any 
issues with congestion.  It is parked vehicles down this road that causes the issues 

both sides normally.  Simply apply common sense and mark this section of road with 
double yellow lines.  Reduce the size of buses that run through the town double 

decker busses with 2 people on them are not efficient use of space or fuel’   

It is also suggested that the cost of the scheme is not warranted because it is proposed that Holmfirth 
town centre does not have a big enough problem with congestion. The benefits would not be 
substantial enough to necessitate the impact, cost and change proposed in the plans. 

‘I find that the proposed changes are an overreaction to the traffic situation in the 
town.  What’s more, they are most likely to bring even more traffic, including heavy 

goods, which would be most unwelcome and would increase hazards for safety 
around the centre, saving seconds and putting cars before community is not worth it.  

I do not approve of spending £4.7 million on such a character changing scheme’ 

 
Bypass 
Requests for investigation or provision of a bypass are raised. This is seen as a way to filter out the 
through traffic from causing issues in the town centre, and therefore alleviating access for residents 
and visitors to have a more pleasant experience. Some locations or suggestions for a bypass are 
provided. 

‘A better solution, would be to flatten the former Lodges eyesore, move Sainsbury's 
& Medicare into the market hall & reconfigure the bus station, this in itself is not ideal 

as Holmfirth is not big enough for HGV's, a by pass would be the best solution’ 

 
Agreement with the proposed plans 
There are some comments that positively reflect on the plans and their potential to create 
improvements in the town centre.  

‘The plans will improve the flow of traffic and safety dramatically and will also give 
the town centre a much needed revamp. There are a collection of locals who make a 

habbit of complaining about every change to the town centre regardless of its 
potential as they simply do not like change so there will be complaints. These 

changes are needed and the forward thinking locals can see these changes will help. 
My family have lived in Holmfirth for generations, there were only two cars in the 

village when my Gran was a child, so we have all seen the growth of the town and 
see that upgrades are needed to keep us with the times and demand on our roads’ 

Some comments reflect on individual parts of the proposed plans in agreement that these will 
contribute to improvements. 

‘Removing parking on Victoria Street is a good move  
Additional pedestrian crossing on Station Road well positioned’  
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In addition to this there were a number of concerns and queries about the public engagement 
exercise and its intentions as the attitude toward to content of the survey was met with some 
scepticism. The term ‘through’, though meant to be an encompassing adjective for all journeys, was 
seen as a reflection that the survey sought to better the experience for through traffic rather than 
residents and visitors who saw Holmfirth town centre as their ‘destination’.  
 
Other comments suggested that the introductory questions that asked how people access, and 
reasons for visiting Holmfirth were too restrictive. The suggestion from responses are that frequent 
visitors will have a number of main reasons for visiting that will not be collated as a clear picture from 
the response. This was also suggested as an issue for those with a dual role, e.g. a resident and 
business owner. 

‘Very poor survey, I hope you manage to get some meaningful data from it. 
1. It assumes everyone travels THROUGH Holmfirth rather than into/out of it 2.  It 
doesn't allow me to say that I go "through" Holmfirth both because I live there and 

because I work there, only one or the other 
numerous other problems, a simple proof-read/sense-check would have dealt with 

this’ 

Emails 

Please note that the emails were sent directly to the shared inbox of officers at Kirklees 
(major.transport@kirklees.gov.uk) who are involved in the development of major transport schemes. 
Therefore, most of the emails written were responded to during the engagement period where it was 
appropriate or necessary to do so. The following summarises the content of the emails received for 
the purpose of their consideration in this analysis report. 
 
Comments provided by email often elaborated on specific issues raised that were pertinent to the 
perspective of the author. These were often dual perspectives of individuals who are both resident 
and business owner in Holmfirth. 
 
Some emails were specific enquiries for more detail or understanding of the plans and their direct 
relation to the authors’ property. 
 
Where general comments are made about the plans, these correlate with the points raised by 
respondents of the survey. 
 
Specific issues are raised with elements of the scheme, specific junction placement, light controls 
and directions of traffic flow. Concern about the potential impact of the plans on the historic character 
and unique attraction of Holmfirth is reiterated, suggesting that the plans are more likely to increase 
traffic through the centre, at the detriment to the comfort and enjoyability of residents and visitors. 
 

Letters and stakeholder responses 

Letters incorporate responses that were appended to paper surveys received during the engagement 
period, or substantial responses received by post or email. The majority of these responses were 
collated and submitted on behalf of groups as representative stakeholders. 
 
It is felt that the proposed plans have the potential to be too impactful on the character, appeal, health 
and safety, and accessibility of Holmfirth Town Centre to be widely supported. Responses from town 
councillors, community representatives and festival organisors, stress the sentiment that the 
proposed plans are not condusive to the wants and needs of Holmfirth residents, visitors and a future 
economy. It is proposed that the plans contravene guidelines that should put the needs of others 
before those of vehicle users. They suggest that the impact of the implementation period, and the 
time thereafter, will be detrimental to the economic appeal of the town centre, in a way that may be 
irreversible. It is suggested instead that alternative, and less intrusive, highway alterations are 

mailto:major.transport@kirklees.gov.uk
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considered (these are inclusive of those raised within the survey i.e. restricting/banning heavy goods 
vehicles, altering traffic lights, enforcing parking restrictions etc.). 
 

Other 

A petition was presented to Kirklees and the Combined Authority, with 553 signatories, to voice 
concerns with the proposed plans alterations to Hollowgate. They object as they perceive the plans to 
be of negative impact to shoppers, festivals, school traffic and pedestrians. 
 
During the course of the public engagement and analysis, it was brought to the attention of the 
consultation and engagement team that alternative plans had been created and shared through 
social media and leaflets with residents, businesses and visitors of Holmfirth. Mentions of these plans 
have been kept within the feedback received in this report. However, as the creator of the plan did 
not submit these in response to the engagement (to the knowledge of the consultation and 
engagement team), and that they are understood to be a private individual (i.e. they did not act on 
behalf of, or as a representative of, others), their name and social media information have been 
redacted from this report, in adherence to privacy policy guidelines. Their transport modelling report 
is referenced frequently as a preferred option, and suggested to be investigated by Kirklees Council. 
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Respondents: travel habits 

Frequency of travel through Holmfirth town centre 

 
 

Mode of transport  

 
  

n= 1902 (21 no response)

5 or more days a week 62% (n=1179)

3 or 4 days a week 25% (n=480)

2 days a week 8% (n=149)

1 day a week 2% (n=46)

At least once a fortnight 2% (n=31)

At least once a month 1% (n=19)

At least once a year 0% (n=7)

Not used in the last 12 months 0% (n=5)

Hardly ever / Never 0% (n=0)

0 20 40 60 80 100

Something else 1% (n=16)

Motorcycle 1% (n=26)

Taxi 2% (n=40)

Bicycle 7% (n=141)

Bus 19% (n=352)

Car (passenger) 23% (n=429)

Walking 52% (n=980)

Car (driver) 90% (n=1709)

n = 1845 (21 no response)
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Purpose of travel 

 
 

 

Difficulty travelling through Holmfirth 

 

n = 1845 (78 no response)

I am a resident of Holmfirth 64% (n=1186)

Work / work related (commuting) 9% (n=166)

Going shopping 14% (n=252)

Visiting leisure facilities / activities 4% (n=73)

School / training / education 1% (n=19)

I am a business owner in Holmfirth 2% (n=46)

Visiting health facilities 1% (n=17)

Visiting friends / family 3% (n=52)

Something else 2% (n=34)

n = 1901 (22 no response)

Very easy 10% (n=188)

Easy 31% (n=583)

Neutral 30% (n=570)

Difficult 23% (n=443)

Very difficult 6% (n=112)

No opinion 0% (n=5)
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Experience of congestion in Holmfirth 

 
 

Respondents: demographics 

Completing this survey as: 

 

n = 1900 (23 no response)

Very high 7% (n=141)

High 29% (n=560)

Neutral 36% (n=693)

Low 20% (n=377)

Very low 6% (n=115)

No opinion 1% (n=14)

n: 1901 (22 no response)

a resident of Holmfirth 89% (n=1692)

a business owner in Holmfirth 3%
(n=63)

a representative of a group or
organisation 1% (n=14)

something else 7% (n=132)
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Gender 

 

Ages 

 

Postcodes 

1864 respondents provided a postcode (59 no response). Of these 1710 are from the Kirklees district 
(92%). 
 
Of the 1710 respondents from Kirklees, the majority are from Holme Valley South ward area, which 
includes Holmfirth town centre (n = 1535, 82%). 

n = 1864 (59 no response)

Male 44% (n=818)

Female 53% (n=982)

Prefer not to say 3% (n=56)

Prefer to describe as: 0% (n=8)

n = 1863 (60 no response)

16-18 1% (n=17)

19-24 2% (n=39)

25-44 22% (n=410)

45-64 45% (n=843)

65-79 26% (n=484)

80+ 2% (n=41)

Prefer not to say 2% (n=29)
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Additional feedback 

During the engagement period, additional methods by which respondents could get involved were 
available.  These included: letter and email. This option of alternative feedback channels was 
suggested for businesses and stakeholders. 
 

Emails 

An email address was publicised during the engagement period as an additional mechanism by 
which members of the public, groups or businesses, could feedback or contact the project team.  Two 
email address were included: major.transport@kirklees.gov.uk and yourvoice@westyorks-ca.gov.uk.  
Feedback comments were collected for analysis, but scheme specific questions received a response 
from the project team. 
 
114 emails were received during the engagement.  These were from individuals and representatives 
of residents, businesses and community groups.   
 
The majority of emails were from residents with conerns about any adverse impact from the scheme 
on Holmfirth town centre.  These comments and concerns were very much in line with the comments 
and concerns raised within the survey content. Some responses were from outside/retired experts 
who discussed their opinion of the plans. 
 
Emails from stakeholders included businesses and groups with economic, heritage and 
environmental interests.  
 

Letters 

A freepost address was publicised during the engagement period as a way in which paper surveys 
and additional comments could be submitted at no cost to the participant.  11 letters were received 
during the engagement period.  These were received via the provided freepost address and via email 
to: major.transport@kirklees.gov.uk and yourvoice@westyorks-ca.gov.uk.  The letters were 
responses from individuals, and formal responses made by representatives on behalf of community 
groups/businesses. 
 
As before, letters from residents were against any area of the scheme that would negatively impact 
on the Holmfirth town centre environment.  Stakeholder responses also included their expert 
concerns with the proposals: economic, heritage and environmental. 
  

mailto:major.transport@kirklees.gov.uk
mailto:yourvoice@westyorks-ca.gov.uk
mailto:major.transport@kirklees.gov.uk
mailto:yourvoice@westyorks-ca.gov.uk
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Engagement levels 

Your Voice engagement 

Around 9,200 visits were made the engagement website: www.yourvoice.westyorks-
ca.gov.uk/holmfirth during the engagement period 4 March – 5 April 2019.  6,680 of these visits were 
considered ‘unique’, meaning one person/computer was registered as accessing the site.  This 
suggests that around 2,500 of the overall site visits were repeat/return visits, by one or more of the 
6,680 persons, or could be attributed to a shared computer source. The highest number of website 
visitors on one day was 1,512, with 6,937 page views.  Visitor numbers were highest around the first 
week of the engagement period.   
 

 
 
Visitors to Your Voice are split into three categories: ‘engaged’, ‘informed’ and ‘aware’. 
 
An ‘aware’ visitor is one who has made at least one visit to the website page, but has not accessed 
any additional information or participated in an exercise/activity.  We can suggest that the 6,680 
‘unique’ site visitors were ‘aware’. 
 
An ‘Informed’ visitor has clicked on something, accessed an image or document, which suggested 
they were interested in the project.  68.6% of visitors to the site were informed.  4,581 individuals 
performed at least one of multiple actions.  The majority (3,455) visited multiple project pages, 
followed by 2,589 who downloaded a document. 
 
Informed activity Number of visitors 
Visited multiple project pages 3,455 
Downloaded a document 2,589 
Viewed a photo 1,357 
Contributed to a tool (engaged)* 1,302 
Visited the FAQ’s page 403 
Visited the Key Dates page 112 

 
An ‘Engaged’ visitor is one who has contributed to an activity.  In this case the online survey.  19.5% 
of visitors to the site were engaged.  *1,302 unique visitors participated in the online survey, this does 

http://www.yourvoice.westyorks-ca.gov.uk/holmfirth
http://www.yourvoice.westyorks-ca.gov.uk/holmfirth
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not include the paper surveys that were received via the freepost address, and handed in at drop-in 
events.   
 

 
 
Traffic to the engagement site came from a number of difference sources.  The highest proportion of 
visitors came from referrals (2,938), followed by social media (2,783), then direct visits to the Your 
Voice website (2,343).  A referral is one where a hyperlink has been used to redirect to access the 
site, and a direct site visit is one where the web address has been input to access the site. 
 
Traffic channel Number of visitors 
Referral 2938 
Social media 2783 
Direct 2343 
Search engine 1170 
Email 4 

 
Officers from Kirklees communications team publicised the engagement activity through a number of 
channels: social media (Twitter, Facebook and LinkedIn), Kirklees Together article and press 
releases via Huddersfield Examiner.  Communications activity was staggered during the engagement 
period to ensure awareness was kept, and promotion of involvement was consistent. 
 
Kirklees Council’s social media reach for the activity during the engagement period was 83,600 
people. 
 
For each paper and electronic survey return, respondents were asked where they heard about the 
engagement activity.  Post/posters, social media and word-of-mouth were cited.  
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Drop-in events 
Three drop-in events were hosted during the engagement period, to be accessible to the scheme’s 
surrounding residential areas.  These were: 

 Saturday 9 March, 9am – 1pm, Holmfirth Civic Hall 

 Thursday 14 March, 9am – 5pm, Holmfirth Civic Hall 

 Tuesday 19 March, 3pm – 7pm, Holmfirth Civic Hall 
 
These events were attended by Kirklees Council project leads to give the public the opportunity to 
present any technical or detail specific questions. 
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Marked up questionnaire 
The following is the survey form with the counts and percentages received to the questions. 
 

Major Road Improvements  
Holmfirth Town Centre Access Plan 
 
Complete this form and return in an envelope to: Freepost Consultation Team (WYCA) 
These forms will be collected by the West Yorkshire Combined Authority and processed on behalf of Kirklees 
Council in accordance with the Data Protection Act 2018. The data collected will be held only for the duration 
of engagement phase of the project. To view our privacy notice visit: www.westyorks-ca.gov.uk  

 
Holmfirth town centre can be very busy.  Local roads in the town need to cope with the amount of 
traffic using them.  Delay and congestion has become a common sight; in particular, the junction at 
Victoria Street and the A6024.  Kirklees Council, in partnership with the West Yorkshire Combined 
Authority, is developing proposals for improvements to ease congestion. 
 
We recommend, if you haven't done so already, viewing the plans/information available about the 
proposed preferred access plan option, before completing this survey, you can view this by visiting: 
kirklees.gov.uk/majorschemes 
 
Are you completing this survey as:  (Choose any one option) 
969 (90%) a resident of Holmfirth 
32 (3%) a business owner in Holmfirth 
6 (0.6%) a representative of a group or organisation (inc. locally elected representatives) 
70 (6.5%) something else 

21 no response 
 
How often do you travel through Holmfirth town centre?  (Choose any one option) 
661 (60.7%) 5 or more days a week 9 (0.8%) At least once a month 
284 (26.1%) 3 or 4 days a week 4 (0.4%) At least once a year 
93 (8.5%) 2 days a week 3 (0.3%) Not used in the last 12 months 
20 (1.8%) 1 day a week  
15 (1.4%) At least once a fortnight 9 no response 

 
When you travel through Holmfirth town centre, what is your usual mode of transport?  
(Choose up to three) 
964 (45.3%) Car (driver) 9 (0.4%) Motorcycle 
251 (11.8%) Car (passenger) 69 (3.2%) Bicycle 
20 (0.9%) Taxi 575 (27%) Walking 
233 (10.9%) Bus 7 (0.3%) Something else 
 21 no response 

If something else, please state: 7 comment responses 

 
What is your main reason for travelling through Holmfirth town centre?   
(Choose any one option) 
660 (64.7%) I am a resident of Holmfirth 24 (2.4%) I am a business owner in Holmfirth 
80 (7.8%) Work / work related (commuting) 13 (1.3%) Visiting health facilities 
154 (15.1%) Going shopping 24 (2.4%) Visiting friends/family 
36 (3.5%) Visiting leisure facilities/activities 19 (1.9%) Something else 
10 (1.0%) School / training / education 78 no response 

If something else, please state: 17 comment responses 

 
Please rate on the scale how difficult you find travelling through Holmfirth town centre: 

http://www.westyorks-ca.gov.uk/
http://www.yourvoice.westyorks-ca.gov.uk/holmfirth


 

30 | P a g e  
 

109 (10.1%) 
Very easy 

335 (31.1%) 
Easy 

329 (30.6%) 
Neutral 

236 (22%) 
Difficult 

65 (6.0%)    
Very difficult 

2 (0.2%)     
No opinion 

22 no response 
 
Please rate your experience of congestion in Holmfirth town centre: 
83 (7.7%) 
Very high 

299 (27.8%) 
High 

390 (36.2%) 
Neutral 

227 (21.1%) 
Low 

70 (6.5%) 
Very low 

8 (0.7%)     
No opinion 

21 no response 
We hope that by making the proposed improvements to Holmfirth town centre we can: 

- Create a more attractive environment for residents, businesses and visitors 
- Ease traffic congestion in Holmfirth 
- Improve efficiency and journey time reliability for all road users 
- Create better access for local residents, workers and business owners 

 
How far do you agree or disagree that the interventions proposed to Holmfirth town centre 
access, will achieve our aims: 
 
38 (3.5%) 
Strongly 
agree 

68 (6.3%) 
Agree 

51 (4.7%) 
Neutral 

214 (19.9%) 
Disagree 

703 (65.3%) 
Strongly 
disagree 

2 (0.2%)     
No opinion 

21 no response 
 
Please use the section below to provide your comments on these proposed improvements:  
(Where possible please identify specific road areas you mention in your comments) 

See appendix A1 

 
Please use the space below to provide a comment or any detail you would like us to consider 
at this stage in the scheme development: 
(Where possible please identify specific road areas you mention in your comments) 

See appendix A2 
 

Thank you for taking the time to provide your feedback.  The following questions are optional but 
will go a long way towards helping us better understand the opinions of different people. 
 

Do you identify as: 
454 (43.3%) Male 559 (53.3%) Female 32 (3.1%) Prefer not to say 

46 no response 

Prefer to describe as: 4 comment responses 
 

Which age category do you fall within? 

3 (0.3%)  
16 – 18 

18 (1.7%) 
19 – 24 

183 
(17.4%)   
25 – 44 

437 
(41.5%)   
45 – 64 

350 
(33.2%)   
65 – 79 

34 (3.2%) 
80+ 

29 (2.8%) 
Prefer not to 
say 

41 no response 
 

What is your postcode:  (e.g. HD1 2TT) 

1059 responses (39 no response) 
 

How did you hear about this engagement 
exercise?  (e.g. Poster/ press release / website) 

1015 comment responses  
(83 no response) 

Thank you for taking part 
 

Complete this form and return in an envelope to: Freepost Consultation Team (WYCA) 
No stamp required 
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Appendixes 
The following appendixes include the open text comment responses received to the survey, the 
emails and letters: 
 

 A1 – comment/detail full comments 

 A2 – comment about proposals 

 B - emails 

 C – letters 

 Holme Valley Vision PDF report 
 
Redacted: Any information that could potentially identify an individual has been redacted from the 
content of this report to retain anonymity, and best practice data handling in line with our privacy 
statement.  Redacted information includes: names, address and contact information.  Where this 
information is relevant or necessary for a timely response to have been provided (emails and letters), 
this information has been given freely, however redacted for the purposes of this report only. 
 
Please also note that these comments have been copied verbatim from their source and have not 
been altered, updated or amended. 
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A1 – comment/detail full comments (1646) 
Please use the space below to provide a comment or any detail you would like us to 
consider at this stage in the scheme development 

Looking sat t alternatives because I believe your proposal will be very damaging to holmfirth  

Make the zebra crossing outside Lloyds Bank into a pelican crossing with lights so that people don’t 
aimlessly wander across constantly holding up all the traffic.  Remove all parking from Victoria 
street, no need to widen the pavements.  Just doing these two things would ensure traffic would 
flow without the enormous expense. Also make Bridge Street one way down towards the  
Co-op. 

Consider preventing  long stay parking up dunford road. Make it permit parking.  A new long stay 
car park for Holmfirth workers.  

A new link road from the car park above Wagstaff's shoe shop across the river onto School street 
would could be an option ? 

Just make sure there will be disabled parking.  

The preferred option is just directing the same amount of traffic around the centre whilst taking 
away public amenity. The aim should be the divert traffic around not through the town centre. 
 
An option that could be considered would be to install a link road between Huddersfield Road and 
Station Road on the South side of the Coop Carpark i.e. a link between Station Road Carpark and 
Crown Bottom Carpark (all the Land is owned by Kirklees). This would allow all traffic to transfer 
between the major routes without even entering the village centre. This could also allow Victoria 
Street to be pedestrianised which would significant improve public amenity  

it might improve the heavy traffic flow that comes down the B6106 when Woodhead pass is closed 
and vehicles are going mainly to Manchester but cant see how it will improve traffic flow from 
Huddersfield on the A6024 going straight on into Holmbridge when we have to cue for 15 minutes 
sometimes at off peak times and far far longer at peak times to get through the traffic lights. If the 
lights are going to be altered to accommodate this then why are they not being altered now. Traffic 
flow through Holmfirth when the traffic lights are broken is far far easier 

Wondering why holmfirth has to make way for traffic when other towns in the country do not have 
to.  The amount of time waiting to get through the centre is very small indeed - why does it need to 
be made less.  Who is this designed to help? 

Most congestion is caused by inconsiderate parking and none enforcement of parking regulations. 
One car double parked on Victoria Street with two wheels on the footpath immediately causes 
traffic to back up and the congestion continues long after the vehicle has gone. Likewise stand and 
watch how many cars park on the double yellow lines outside William H Brown's. Clearly marked 
with double yellow lines, yellow chevrons on the curb and a "No Loading at anytime" sign. No one 
enforces this, vans delivering park there preventing free flow of traffic on Victoria street. Thats just 
Victoria street, look at the cars parked on the footpath at the bottom of Rotcher and the bottom of 
Dunford Road to name just two more. Experiment with employing a traffic warden for six months 
and see if that makes a difference. I say traffic warden, not Parking attendant as the parking 
attendants don't have the power to deal with illegal parking such as on the zigzags by the 
pedestrian crossings. 

This will destroy a lovely community just so more lorries and vehicles can come into Holmfirth, 
making it a really busy and ugly area. 

If the current road set up was to stay in place then the zebra crossings need to be replaced by 
pelican crossings that could coordinate with the traffic lights. The number of times there is a trickle 
of pedestrians crossing the road often causes the traffic not to move at all and with a green light at 
the top of Victoria Street vehicles can't even get to the lights. Also, the first crossing heading down 
Victoria Street from the lights is extremely dangerous when a HGV or a bus has stopped in traffic 
heading the other way just after the crossing because vehicles can not see if anyone is crossing. I 
have seen on too many occasions cars and waggons not stopping probably because it is not 
obvious there is a crossing approaching. Whilst on the danger aspect of Holmfirth, I think that 99% 
of folk who drive onto Hollowgate at the junction outside Barclays Bank don't bother indicating 
which I have witnessed several near misses with pedestrians. 
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Improvement of the roads through Holmfirth is for obvious reasons a near impossible task but 
something needs to be done. The proposed preferred option would ease to some extent but 
Holmfirth is a network of through roads for major routes and until this changes congestion will 
always be a problem. The constant smell and noise of the traffic has stopped me from going there 
like I used to do.  

Creating hatched areas when exiting the a629 into holmfirth as people  wait across the junction 
causing more delays. 

The scheme as proposed is a total waste of money the main problem with traffic flow through 
holmfirth is the poor roadside parking on hollow gate and Victoria st but mainly down Dunford road .  
And the traffic light junction at the top of Victoria st now that the sequence has been changed 

Ruinening a beautiful home town to create a busy transport route. 

I think rather than adding roads to encourage even more vehicles you should be discouraging 
traffic. Either banning HGV's or encouraging them to use less populated routes. Also making it 
illegal to park on Woodhead road outside Longleys etc even with a disabled badge will aid the flow 
of traffic. 

Hollowgate should be one way  

The amount of time it will take to complete this scheme will see the death of many of the local 
businesses. The closing of Hollowgate always leads to congestion through the town not only in 
Towngate but also up Dunford Road. 

Whilst it may relieve congestion at peek times it will also encourages Upperthong residents to carry 
on using Cooper Lane and Binns Lane as a shortcut - not a problem in itself but speed restrictions 
ie sleeping policemen or cameras should be installed as there are two blind bends on Binns Lanes 
and there is an accident waiting to happen  

Bridge lane also needs to be one way at the top.Too many zebra crossings. 

The loss of a community asset, the market hall, that has suffered due to a lack of support from 
Kirklees. Building new roads are or should not be an option.  

Alterations to Hollowgate joining Huddersfield road making it left turn only and alterations to Victoria 
street joining Huddersfield road right turn only in rush hours and school times would improve traffic 
flow considerably.  

Some of the pavements on the A6024 are very narrow to the point where people can't pass without 
walking in the road.  Wherever possible these need widening. 
 
Existing Hollowgate bridge needs better pedestrian provision 
 
Victoria St/A6024 junction couldn't be a mini roundabout? 2 sets of lights close to each other could 
cause problems 
 
 
Junction of A6024 and A635 should be looked at in conjunction with this scheme,  Pedestrian 
crossing is very difficult due to the width 

The proposed plans are solving a problem that doesn’t need to be fixed. 
Yes it can be busy at times, traffic often flows better when the lights are not working at the top of 
Victoria street. 
The traffic through Holmfirth has never added more than 5 minutes to my journey. 
I travel to wakefield every day-a journey that take 32 minutes out of peak time, but over an hour 
when I leave at 7am because I crawl along in traffic front scisset through to the M1...that is a 
problem that could be looked at on this scale, but a 2-3 minute wait maximum to come off Dunford 
Road and get through the Victoria Street lights is not worth sacrificing our wonderful Market. 

I think a mini roundabout would cause more congestion. Much of the congestion is due to lorries 
passing through the town and being unable to negotiate the narrow streets. We need a bypass for 
the town that stops lorries passing through. Dunford Road should also be considered in this 
planning as this is often contested due to cars being parked and lorries coming down the road.  

The changes should be made for the residents first and foremost, not visitors. 
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Please consider how to alleviate queuing traffic on Greenfield Road down to A6024. And the 
movement of heavy goods vehicles/ buses both up and down Dunford Road and through town. 

Build an angled one way bridge wide enough for  vehicles 7.5T and under, over the river from 
Hollowgate to the car park by Poppa Piccolino's  for one way traffic to turn left only onto A 6024. 
Direct vehicles over  7.5T to use Victoria street to access A 6024 west. 
Allow vehicles to turn right at west end of Hollowgate. 

Need more detailed info. Have an open mind. X 

I think the council should invest into the infrastructure of Holmfirth and build the second road.  

I do not believe Holmfirth has a traffic problem. I do not believe a few minutes queuing constitutes a 
problem that requires a major alteration of the space and place of Holmfirth. Your preferred option 
is poorly thought through and would hugely reduce the attractiveness of Holmfirth essentially 
turning it into a traffic island rather than a place people want to spend time. 
I see no reason as all why you don’t; 
-improve Bridge Lane to create a second viable link, 
-move the pedestrian crossing further up Towngate away from the junction with Dunford Road,  
-remove the traffic lights at A6024 and Victoria Street junction (convert to mini roundabout)  
-pedestrianise Hollowgate creating a community leisure and retail space 
- invest in electric buses to remove pollution  

Of course KMC discounts the most expensive even though most money not coming from the 
council but this option would be the best! 

Timing the traffic lights more intelligently would make a huge difference! 
 
Restrict HGV access to the town centre. 

The food festival. Folk festival all use Hollowgate and Victoria street. Holmfirth already functions 
well in comparison to similar villages/towns. Need to consider the impact on tourism and 
businesses. 

I cannot strongly enough recommend that you actually come to Holmfirth and get full knowledge of 
the unique complexities of the landscape here in Holmfirth. If you do so then you will be able to 
“modify” your current proposals to actually make them as sensible as possible. Because right now 
your preferred option makes no sense whatsoever. It’s almost like you only looked at a motorway 
service station map of Holmfirth and then came up with your proposals. 

a scheme to limit traffic at certain times eg. Delivery vehicles restricted to early morning and early 
evening. Removal of any parking on Victoria St. If it was pedestrianised then there would be no 
disabled access therefore no inclusion of disabled parking bays other than in car parks. Zero 
tolerance of any parking on Victoria St via CCTV and/or other technology eg cameras as for yellow 
box offenders. HGV routed via New Mill from The Flouch roundabout, via Honley to travel to 
Holmfirth on Huddersfield Rd. No HGV along Victoria St. We should be discouraging traffic rather 
than accommodating it. 

As a former resident and now visitor to Holmfirth, I can only shake my head at the lunacy of the 
proposal. Hollowgate will never cope with the traffic. It will lose it's identity completely. Great 
thumping trucks that come down Dunford Road will not negotiate Hollowgate. They need to go 
down Victoria Street. One way systems are always a massive failure. 

Don’t take away our market hall!! Instead of demolishing it use it!!  

This proposal will create greater congestion at school drop off and pick up times. Holmfirth J&I 
School is accessed from Rotcher Road, effectively a single track road at the junction with 
Hollowgate. Cars have to queue to enter Rotcher until the cars joining Hollowgate have cleared - 
this will back the traffic up onto the roundabout leading to complete gridlock at school pickup and 
drop off times. 

How much traffic in Holmfirth is passing through. Probably a large amount. How about a bypass. 

I feel that all you are doing is moving the points of congestion.  

Any major work will, as in other places, take away the character of this village one reason why 
people choose to visit. 

Parking controls need to be enforced better than the way it is now ie parking on pavements seems 
to be acceptable if you are a builder needing lunch or a taxi looking for a fare  
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I strongly disagree to the development for the centre of the Holmfirth, the real reason for most of 
the problems is the increase of large lorries using Holmfirth as a short cut through our lovely village. 
I think the proposals for the development will ruin a beautiful quaint village. The changes to the way 
the traffic flows isn't going to improve the village. 
The ban on large lorries needs to put in place, a only a certain weight of lorry should be allowed 
through the village. The constant distruction of the bollard next to the old bridge on Hollowgate 
should make you aware that the lorries are one of the main issues for traffic problems. 
Also Holmfirth shouldn't be used as a short cut through to the M62 and vice versa only used for 
resisdents of Holmfirth.  
The plans haven't considered to retain any of the beauty of the centre of the village just to obliterate 
the natural look of the village. 
To create a link road through the market car park is ridiculous and doesn't improve the flow of 
traffic and lorries coming through the village as they will still struggle to turn at all the junctions. 
The other issue to the increase of traffic is the constant development of new houses being built. 
There should be a park and ride area built out of the village to ease congestion and the traffic so 
therefore the majority of the traffic would be mainly residents commuting. 
Residential permits need to be issued for parking and commuting. 
The proposals will ruin Holmfirth forever and kill the natural beauty and flow of the village.  
The council should look at how other special quaint villages such as Clovelly, Padstow, the 
Cotwolds, etc.to see how they deal with there traffic issues, usually its a park and ride system, or 
good parking is available at a reasonable price. 
Holmfirth should be classed like one of these villages and retain the history and beauty of the 
place. It doesn't need modernising to deal with traffic flow, the incoming traffic needs to be limited 
to residents only. 

I regularly encounter congestion during the morning and evening commute travelling through 
Holmfirth along the A6024 and the Dunford Road approach. Whilst the delays are not enormously 
significant I can certainly appreciate the concern of local resident with the continual build up of 
traffic in their town centre. 

Remodeling or building new roads will only make this more attractive for commercial traffic which 
uses the town centre to access Greenfield Road. Articulated LGVs, particularly cause chaos. 
Would a weight limit diverting such vehicles alleviate the problem?  The particulate emissions alone 
from the LGVs should be compelling reason enough to do this. 

The continued building of 4/5 bedroom houses in and around the Holmfirth area is the main 
problem for the increased traffic flow. The road from the Flouch roundabout towards 
Tintwhistle,A628  needs to be addressed as any accident on this road increases the traffic flow in 
Holmfirth. Holmfirth puts on food and folk week festivals which closes Hollowgate to allow the 
public to participate.This would be a great disappointment for the thousands who attend each year. 
Why not build the bridge from the market street car park to  the car park on Station road as was 
originally proposed many years ago Councilor Firth can confirm this       

Stupid idea. Loss of centre parking, which will affect local businesses. This won’t ease traffic rather 
create 4 choke points rather than 2.  
A round about would possibly be more suitable over the traffic lights that currently exist. Traffic 
issues as rise when woodhead or motorway issues occur. These are not a daily occurrence.  
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Considering the popularity of the area for cycling, you should consider features to make the road 
system safer and more appealing to cyclists. For example, queuing traffic on Hollowgate may be 
hazardous to cyclists and make it difficult to get into the correct lane for tuns onto the A6024. 
 
I am also concerned about the safety of the right turn out of the new link road onto the A6024 for 
both vehicles and bicycles, given the fast approach and poor visibility for vehicles coming from the 
west. Would a signalised junction be safer? 
 
Consider whether drivers will use the new link road to turn left onto the A6014 or whether they will 
use the Hollowgate bridge as at present. 
 
How will traffic from Rotcher Road access the A6024? Via a full circle of the mini roundabout? Is 
the left turn from Rotcher Rd onto Hollowgate practical? 
 
Can unloading/parking on Dunford Rd be improved? This creates safety issues for vehicles 
accessing the town centre from the direction of Hade Edge. 
 
Will the box junction on Victoria Road be removed? 
 
Review the safety of the zebra crossing on Town Gate next to the bus station entrance. Vehicles 
have poor visibility approaching this at relatively high speed down the hill from the direction of New 
Mill. Are traffic calming measures required? 
 
Should another crossing be provided at the north end of Victoria Street for pedestrians walking 
along the A6024? 
 
You should also consider whether the design will cope with exceptional circumstances when 
problems such as poor weather on transpennine routes cause a large number of HGVs to divert 
down the B6106 Dunford Road, leading to disruption in the town centre. 
 
Public realm improvements should provide increased access to or visibility of the River Holme, 
including measures to remove invasive species and enhance biodiversity. Consider the 
position/type of street furniture to maximise access to or view of the river. 

I think they will be helpful but more thought could be put into preventing so many cars travelling 
through the centre / Victoria Square are. For example Bridge Lane behind the coop could be 
improved, potentially widened and with traffic lights where it joins the A635 to New Mill. I used to 
drive over the hills to get from Hepworth to Holme but now Linshaws road has so many potholes I 
would rather face the traffic in Holmfirth. Public transport could also be improved to reduce people's 
need for cars. In particular going between villages as you currently have to change buses in 
Holmfirth which dramatically increases travel time as you have to wait for connections. It is also the 
same price to go from Hepworth to Huddersfield as Holmfirth to Huddersfield, but also a couple of 
quid to get from Hepworth to Holmfirth, therefore you cannot split your journey and stop in Holmfirth 
without a proportionally significant increase in price so if I was going to both Holmfirth and 
Huddersfield I would always drive. 

Very simple, just ban the access of HGVs through Holmfirth. This would stop the majority of the 
congestion.  

The issue is that large vehicles are diverting through Holmfirth to avoid the Woodhead Pass and 
journey onwards. I cannot see how Hollowgate is going to accommodate large articulated lorries, 
which looking out of my office window onto Huddersfield Road at this very minute are causing 
congestion in both directions.   

Try re-timing the traffic lights ,  putting double yellow lines down each side of Victoria street , 
moving the newly painted Zebra crossings and putting a filter on traffic lights before embarking on 
such a grandiose scheme. 
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Will the authority consider the making of Bridge Street which links Huddersfield Road (by the fire 
station) to New Mill Road / Station Road a one way traffic area allowing access from Station Road 
(down hill only). 
 
Currently traffic travelling up from behind the Coop supermarket to Station Road have to access the 
main road 'blind' which causes extreme congestion and high potential for risk of collisions. 

How will traffic turning right from A6024 into Victoria Street be controlled without blocking traffic 
heading along the A6024 towards Huddersfield? 

We can't lose the market!!!! It's a wonderful market, although small, and necessary for the 
community. 

the plans have not been thought through properly. there is a clear lack of understanding and I 
highly doubt the people who made the plans even visited Holmfirth! In my opinion, low intervention 
would be the best and most effective. putting in any bypasses would result in numerous business 
problems, such as all the shops opposite the market next to picolinos, and also the ones the 
backing them on Victoria street. the numerous bus services that currently go up Victoria street such 
as the 310, 316, 314, H3, H5 etc. would all require a route change. this would mostly affect the 310, 
H3 and H5 and would cause huge problems for the public who rely on these services.  

Make Hollowgate one way, and ban the right turn on to the A6024. But no loading bays, there is a 
track down by the side of the of the old coop travel the deliveries can use that with special permits 

Work would have to be done as fast as possible because construction of improvements would 
cause even more congestion and that could drive businesses to a halt in the area 

Added trees and plants, improvements to zebra crossings 

Currently the traffic is of an acceptable level (hudds rd, victoria st) there is no need for change.  
The impact on annual events will be detrimental to village life and tourism. Shops will go empty, 
less foot fall. It will attract more trucks to the area. 

I feel the zebra crossing outside Lloyd’s bank is superfluous as there is one outside the newsagent. 
That crossing is always busy and I feel is the major contributing factor to town centre congestion. 
Removing this, I feel, will have an enormous impact. 

Don't use Holmfirth to divert traffic through when accidents or major roadworks occur. It is the large 
vehicles that then congest Holmfirth as they make Dunford Road impassable and block 1 or more 
junctions in the centre. Your plans don't rectify this. 

Doing something positive in the right direction it is good to see. 

I’ve been travelling through holmfirth centre daily for the past 10 years both commuting and on 
weekends and I’ve yet to see this terrible congestion that is supposed to exist. The only time 
problems occur is when it’s used as a rat run due to other road closures. There is no congestion 
problem in holmfirth. 

a new market hall must be built 

For all of points 2,3 and 4, you have provided no information or data as to why the proposed option 
improves any of these traffic related issues. All the public can do is provide subjective options 
based on some drawings and existing experience. Surely you can provide some data and 
simulations to outline the various plans and give examples of time savings from different routes and 
times of week.  
 
My subjective opinion is that the plan appears to merely help HGV''s navigate the town,  but does 
little for anyone else.  The plan adds some pedestrian space along Victoria where this isn't exactly 
an issue. Improved pedestrian assess (and prams, wheelchairs etc) is greatly needed elsewhere in 
Holmfirth as currently paths along Woodhead road are extremely narrow with speeding traffic going 
past. The plan also splits the town in 2, leaving the Holmfirth mill side basically stranded from the 
rest of the town with poor pedestrian access.  
 
Hollogate and the market site have potential to become a nice semi pedestrianised area which 
could attract commercial units if the market was appropriately developed.  Another road through the 
centre of the town does nothing to attract people here, or for existing residents to shop in town. I 
don't foresee this plan helping my journey through Holmfirth,  or my likelyhood of shopping in town, 
as opposed to sites such as Lidl with parking.  
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This plan does nothing for Holmfirth, as far as I can tell without any actual data to judge it on .  

Is there any traffic management lights at the new Hollogate / A6024 junction as there doesn’t 
appear to be any shown on the plan .... issue for traffic turning right onto the A6024. If there is and 
another set at the junction of A6024/Victoria street for traffic to turn right  then there will also be an 
issue of traffic backed up all the way up Greenfield road and Woodhead road, far worse than it is 
already.  Is there room on the new road for the massive HGV’s to turn onto the A6024 in any 
direction?  

By encouraging the increase the volume of vehicular movements especially larger vehicles and 
with the schema taking away much needed parking on Victoria Street, Hollowgate and the car park 
next to the market then you would need to create more parking in or within a very short walk into 
Holmfirth centre especially for the disabled. The only place that would be easy to do this would be 
in Crown Bottom Car Park next to the COOP where you would need to build a two story car park 
with subsidises parking to local businesses and local residents.      

I disagree with the making of Victoria Street one way. I also object to the demolition of the market 
hall.  

It’s going to be very costly and I think the money should be better used elsewhere, on other council 
priorities, such as education. Easing conjestion will only encourage more vehicles to use the roads 
near holmfirth.  

If the proposed improvements do go ahead i would be disappointed, but would encourage a 
reduced speed limit (20 mph) through the centre, with adequate safe crossing points to shops of 
interest, especially to children and the elderly. 

The traffic lights are consistently faulty. When they don’t work there’s caos. Articulated lorries 
turning left from centre past the library are a hazard especially when waiting to turn right at the 
lights from the library. 

I think the idea of not being able to turn right coming off Hollowgate is a ridiculous idea  

Save or move the market hall, Holmfirth needs it. 

I think the pedestrian crossings need to have lights. Not sure if this is the plan, I can't tell.  
Because if the traffic is flowing more freely it means it will be going faster.  

The lights installed a few years ago do cause greater tailbacks from all approaches.  

I think that the proposed link road may help reduce congestion at the traffic lights on A6024/ 
Victoria street. However a mini roundabout at the bottom of Duford Road is simply shifting the 
problem eleswhere. The two central zebra crossing could be switched to signal crossing to aid 
traffic flow and more prominent HGV restrictions on Hollowgate. The loss of the market and 
increase in traffic on Hollowgate would have a detrimental impact on the feel of the Town.  

I can't believe you are considering sending traffic - particularly HGV's down Hollowgate. This 
seems like lunacy ! I'm no traffic engineer but what you have proposed looks like it would create 
complete gridlock. As soon as the mini roundabout gets blocked the whole area will grind to a halt. 

There are many lorries and heavy goods vehicles passing through Holmfirth . This is always 
increased when there are ;disruptions to traffic on the Woodhead pass . I dont see how heavy 
vehicles and buses are going to be able to negotiate Hollowgate, its just not wide enough and if the 
footpath width is increased this will be even more of a problem . 
Also what are the proposals in regard to taxis and where they should park . They already take over 
in the evenings and largely ignore any parking restrictions . 

How do you get from the bus station to Huddersfield in anything other than a car as Station Street 
is too narrow for commercial vehicles. My daughter gets on a school bus outside the church each 
morning and travels to Huddersfield. The only way to achieve this under your proposal is to go back 
to New Mill. This would then put increased traffic onto New Mill Road which gets busy at 
Brockholes. 

I would like to see a left turn option included in the plan turning out of the bottom of Rotcher Road 
onto Hollowgate. This would help residents up Cartworth Road and Rotcher Road get on to 
Huddersfield Road much quicker using the new link Road and stop them having to go around the 
new roundabout and back on to Hollowgate. This includes a lot of Holmfirth Junior and Infant 
school traffic.  
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Traffic lights at the end of Victoria Street can cause a bit of congestion at busy times. 
Junction bottom of Dunford Road is gridlocked at busy times. 
Hollowgate would be better as one way system. 
Too many large lorries are using Holmfirth as a rat run to get from Leeds to Manchester 

My initial feeling is that I am not sure whether the plans will ease congestion, that congestion may 
be moved from existing locations to new ones and overall I am not convinced that the plans will 
deliver an improvement to the town centre environment.  I can understand the Council using its 
own property to deliver a new access road, thought needs to be given to replacement facilities for 
the market and other events which use the market building.  
I do not believe that the scope of the study area is wide enough.  Many use Bridge Lane as a short 
cut to avoid the town centre, left turns from Bridge Lane to Station Road and right turns from 
Station Road onto Bridge Lane are dangerous and should be prevented 

Would have liked to have seen these plans expanded to improve the town centre by moving the 
bus stops to the current location of the co-op and removing car park in centre and replace with a 
landscaped plaza where residents and tourists can linger. This would require demolishing the co-op 
which, is by all accounts, a massive white elephant. 

Provide an overpass from Newmil road to Park head road thus through traffic avoids Holmfirth, 
Leave the centre alone 

The removal of on street parking on Victoria street. In my opinion, there is no need to do this, as 
the footpath is wide enough. Also the widening of the footpath outside Barclays Bank, it is wide 
enough as it is, and I have seen no person struggle to walk along this. 
 
I agree with widening the footpath outside Hollowgate, as this is sometimes a struggle. as far as the 
market to be demolished, I see no problem with this as it is barely used. The only reason I would 
want it to stay, is for historical reasons. 

Congestion is only an issue when major roads further afield become compromised. The proposed 
road will make minimal difference to journey time, will destroy trade and cause job losses at the 
Hollow gate part of town and also make events such as food and drink festival and the folk festival 
impossible to run as the town will become a pedestrians nightmare. 

A one way system downVictoria Street round into Hollowgate and up to Huddersfield Road through 
a new road where the Market Hall stands would I believe greatly improve the flow of traffic through 
Holmfirth 

I think that the proposal to demolish the Market Hall without a viable replacement is very short 
sighted. It would be much more sensible to use the existing Car Park next to the hall for the route.  
 
An alternative would be to create an enlarged one way system around all of Victoria Street and 
Hollowgate and Huddersfield Road acting as a larger roundabout. Surely this would be easier than 
getting rid of the market hall. 

One of the largest contributors to the congestion experienced is the through traffic and quantity of 
heavy goods vehicles that user Dunford Road and Holmfirth as a through route. This then causes 
congestion at the junction at the bottom of Dunford road at the site of the proposed mini 
roundabout. 
Further more the route down Dunford road for heavy goods traffic is far from ideal and particularly 
dangerous. 
The proposals are likely to encourage further through traffic and increase the congestion 
experience all the way up Dunford Road. 
Traffic management and calming measures along with adjustments to the speed limit on the 
Dunford Raod, would collectively contribute to a safer road network and reduce the number of 
vehicles, this will ease congestion at the Dunford Road Junction. By not addressing the issues with 
the through traffic the scheme is doomed for failure.  

I can't tell from the plan, but if at the junction of Hollowgate and the new proposed road, if there is 
no way of controlling traffic, such as a yellow box junction or lights, it appears that traffic travelling 
on Hollowgate in the direction that the market would be on their left, to turn right onto Huddersfield 
Road, could block the junction for those travelling in the opposite direction to go onto the proposed 
new road if they don't leave space for cars turning right into the new road, thus causing more 
congestion in the area, thus merely shifting the congestion to a different area than it occurs now. 
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Concerns 
Making Holmfirth easier to pass through will attract more traffic passing through - ie, no benefit to 
the local economy> 
Loss of approx 12 on road parking spaces on Hollowgate and Victoria St. Bad for local busness. 
No provision for a pedestrian crossing on Hollowgate at the bottom of Rotcher for Nabb 
schoolchildren and residents from Cartworth areas. The one way Hollowgate systme will at least 
double the amount of traffic on that road, already not easy to cross.   

I quite agree with the plans to take away the parking bays to offer loading and disabled only. 
However, I feel the main congestion is caused by the location of the two Zebra crossings. They are 
too close together, and I feel cause the most congestion. 
I Believe if you take away the Zebra crossing on Victoria Street, baring in mind there is the crossing 
at the lights. Replace the other, placing it closer to the bus station for better access. Or even add 
pelican crossing here to better control traffic flow. I believe this will help traffic flow more freely. 

Although the plans seem to provide a basis for solutions, I believe they need refining to ensure the 
best outcome. The pavement widening on Victoria Street could be reduced to allow two dedicated 
lanes. One to turn left to New Mill the other to go straight at the roundabout to Dunford Road and 
right to Hollowgate. If the parking is being removed on Victoria Street it is unnecessary to increase 
the pavement size so much (100% or more in areas looking at the plans) it is not a street full of 
cafe bars providing al fresco dining. Reducing the planned pavement size should allow for greater 
traffic flow with a dedicated two lane one way system and help prevent incidents at the roundabout 
too. the tree and soft landscaping could also be slightly reduced to keep the road width for 
dedicated two lane traffic. 
 
Using Hollowgate as a through road for all traffic is a concern as articulated lorries regularly come 
through Holmfirth and along Victoria Street turning sharp left/right onto Huddersfield Road. These 
would be sent down Hollowgate which is very tight at the beginning of the road as it is now, and 
widening the foot way here outside Barclays Bank and further into Hollowgate would not help. 
 
HGV's would then come onto the newly constructed road and make a wide turn to go left onto 
Huddersfield Road. No hatching's have been put in place to account for this wide turn to prevent 
possible queuing traffic on Huddersfield Road preventing HGV left turns. 
 
Is the Bus Stop on the New Road wide enough for a bus to successfully park up without 
encroaching onto the left lane of the New Road. if not modify the foot way slightly to ensure it is. 
Planners need to ensure a Bus Stop is indeed required/necessary here and that buses would use 
it. 
 
If parking is still available further on Hollowgate near Holmfirth Mills (it is not clear if it is on the 
plans) then anyone parking here would be forced to do a U turn on Hollowgate to get back into 
Holmfirth as they will not be able to turn right at the existing bridge to get back onto Huddersfield 
Road. 

I think the best option for Holmfirth is to redirect lorries over a specific weight away from Holmfirth 
completely Vehicles only allowed if delivering goods. Coaches should approach Holmfirth from 
Huddersfield and be allowed to park and turn round in Sands Parking area on the Huddersfield 
road. 
 
The high intervention is good but I still think the above suggestion would improve matters. 

Most of the time traffic flows through Holmfirth quite well but at certain times of the week/day there 
can be queues, e.g. morning & afternoon school run. It seems to me that there are several obvious 
reasons causing congestion when it occurs: 
 (1) Badly sited zebra crossings at the Station Rd/Victoria St/Dunford Rd junction (and failure to 
comply with the box junction). 
(2) Inconsiderate and illegal parking on Victoria St. 
(3) Very bad and unpredictable phasing of the traffic lights at Victoria St/Woodhead Rd, which 
seemingly bears no relation to traffic volume 
(4) Large HGVs routing through Holmfirth instead of using M62 and Woodhead pass. 
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A park & ride scheme from Thongsbridge, Sands or Hinchliffe Mill would no doubt help business 
trade and day-trippers. 

Please ensure the new bridge over the river Holme is architecturally sympathetic to the town, and 
also visually pleasing. I see so many bridges in towns made on the cheap and make no 
contribution to aesthetics of the townscape.  

You are going to destroy Holmfirth 

Holmfirth does not need any major road changes , just few minor changes in certain areas. 
1, double yellow lines both sides of Victoria street. 
2, no right turn  were hollow gate meets Woodhead road. 
3, no left turn were station road meets Newmill road. 
4,Get rid of the traffic lights . 
5, 20tonne weight limit on the bridge in centre of Holmfirth .  

Having lived in Holmfirth for 60 yrs non stop I have seen a lot of changes. My opinion is that 
pedestrians are ruling the roost in Holmfirth as it is incorrectly set up for traffic flow. Sunny days 
(grid lock) rainy days (better flow) this is an observation not a guess...eg; If there is say the folk 
festival on there is no restrictions in place to stop the free flow of pedestrians at the 2 crossings 
either side of the box junction thereby reducing flow at the traffic light changes. This is an extreme 
example that highlights that it occurs. If ALL pedestrian crossings were controlled and set in 
sequence for all to cross at a designated light sequence, which would then allow traffic to flow more 
freely without having to stop all the traffic for say 1 person which is what happens every minute or 
so... This needs serious thought before it is made worse by a scheme that seems to have a few 
flaws at the moment, never mind the public spending. 
ALSO, Where is there a slot/space for another market In The Centre? Or are we going to push 
shoppers away from the centre again?. 

This scheme will make it easier for lorries and HGVs and tough for local businesses and 
pedestrians. Congestion got worse when the timing of the traffic lights /Victoria street 
changed...change them back, stop parking on Victoria Street which at some times makes that road 
single file traffic. It only needs a few tweaks which should be within Kirklees budget. 

I find a major contribution towards the traffic flow coming to a a standstill and causing further 
congestion are the two zebra crossings. There can be a continuous flow of people crossing 
therefore the traffic begins to build up, right back onto Woodhead road and Dunford Road. I think if 
the zebra crossings were pelican crossings then people could wait and cross in a larger group 
rather than constantly stopping the traffic. 
 I do believe the main factor is the sheer amount of traffic travelling through the centre, more so in 
the past 2 years or so this seems to be HGV's. I think some use Holmfirth to cut across the 
pennines to avoid the Woodhead Pass. This is especially 
bad when the Woodhead Pass closes due to incidents etc. 

The preferred scheme is wrong- it is siimply a 60s traffic engineers response to a traffic issue. It is 
disingenuous with no reference to the demolition of key holmfirth properties, does nothong to 
address the regeneration of Holmfirth, does not enhance the town for tourists, residents and breaks 
the town into another commuter route where traffic leaves nothing for the residents to enjoy 

Increased restrictions on parking at the bottom of Dunford Road to prevent unnecessary queuing 
and narrowed passage. 

The proposals are crazy- will encourage More traffic, make centre less accessible for pedestrians, 
be dangerous for pedestrians crossing roads, leave no space for large lorries ( unless these are 
banned) go to Tintwhistle and see the effects of poorly thought out traffic improvements.  

Want safer roads, less parking on Dunford Road, better phasing of traffic light, HGV van. Also need 
footpath on New Road it is so dangerous and possibility of more parking for the school or a park 
and ride.  

I agree something needs to be done, but I think it's about the VOLUME of traffic coming through 
rather than the road system. So altering the road system needs to be considered in conjunction 
with the number of houses that are being built in the valley. The roads simply can't cope with the 
number of cars. 
I wonder if it is possible to divert the number of large lorries that come through during the day also? 
Lorries do not cause the congestion at a tea time I accept and the long lines of traffic, but they do 
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come through in the morning and during the day, and the roads are not suitable for them, 
particularly on Woodhead Road heading toward Holme where the pinch is with Bloc and the photo 
shop. 
Incidentally, when the traffic lights were out last week, traffic moved freely! There weren't any 
queues. 

Although changes are needed to allow traffic to flow freely I think changing the traffic light system, 
adding the mini roundabout at the bottom of Dunford Road and moving the zebra crossing closer to 
the bus station would make a vast improvement.  
 
I currently live in Upperthong and work in Hepworth so have to travel up and down Dunford Road. 
This is where the problem is. Dunford Road is not wide enough for the flow of cars due to 
inconsiderate parking and 2 HGV's (and busses) trying to pass each other.  
 
On many occasions it has taken me an hour to exit Dunford Road but a roundabout would help this 
definitely. 

The proposal for the one wya syatem and the use of Hollowgate as the mian route through 
Holmfirth is flawed. Hollowgate is not suitable when considerin the junction of Rotcher and the local 
shops that access the roads almost directly, consideration should be given to the safety of 
pedestrians and HGV's (not generally a good mix!) 
Hollowgate is used for many of the community events that take place over a number of weekends 
each year, and introducing this one way system will make the future of hosting these events very 
difficult, this is defiantly not in the interest of the local community. 

The changes create a different traffic flow and increased traffic along Hollowgate and the proposed 
new road, these areas have no provision for safe crossing facilities for pedestrians. Something I 
feel needs serious consideration due to traffic flow changes and volume of use. As a resident I use 
these areas and feel that will be compromised by these plans. 
Cycling through the center is currently very challenging, I do this for my commute and recreation 
too. I have had several near misses and quite a few discussions with drivers for many reasons. 
There appears no improved support to the cyclists road use in these plans, no lane designation or 
route options. Roundabouts are a major concern as a cyclist particularly and car driver. While I 
accept there are flow benefits to roundabouts, stop and start issues, visibility, right of way issues, 
speeding or fast vehicles and cycling issues at roundabouts are a challenge to say the least.  
The changes remove the long established and used market facility, they also compromise the 
function of several events such as the food festival and cycling events of recent years. These 
needs require consideration and a plan to link roads  towards the North East seems more 
applicable if expensive. New developments around have already been agreed and should have 
considered new road options before planning was agreed too, such as the new Lidl and housing 
options nearer the High School. 

Hollowgate is already a busy road and an almost deathtrap for pedestrians /shoppers with no 
pavement on one side and a narrow one on the other.  Traffic travels at great speeds down this 
narrow road. If you open up to more traffic it will be a no go area for shoppers. Also I cannot see 
how large lorries will negotiate turning in such a confined space.  I have a  business at the narrow 
part of Hollowgate and witness on a daily basis ,larger vehicles on the pavement  trying to 
negotiate a wider load. Please consider the businesses on Hollowgate and not just the ones on 
Victoria Street.   

I travel through Holmfirth centre up to 10 times a day for my local business (based in Holmfirth). I 
travel anytime between 7am-5pm. The difficulties I find arise from illegally park vehicles on Victoria 
Street, Dunford Road and Woodhead road throughout the day. These vehicles range from delivery 
vans/wagons and cars. In my opinion, this illegal parking on double yellows, parked on curbs 
affecting pedestrians or large delivery wagons during peak hours, causing major disruption to traffic 
flow. 
Additionally on bust days such as Friday's and Saturday's, the zebra crossing also cause disruption 
to traffic flow. 
I understand shops need delivers, people need to call at the bakery for their morning sandwich, 
people need to cross the road however I do feel if these things alone are managed better (traffic 
wardens on daily duty, pelican crossing instead of zebra crossing, removal of 1 zebra crossing and 
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restricted delivery/loading) then traffic would flow better on a daily basis.  
Finally I would like there to be some consideration to additional parking in and around Holmfirth 
centre. People park wherever they like in Holmfirth with very few receiving any penalties hence 
they continue to do so. If additional parking was available such as on waste ground on the outskirts 
of the centre, this may help elevate the parking issue? Or possible camera's in the centre, 
particularly on Victoria street, Hollowgate and Dunford Road to catch illegal, obstructive parking 
and fine them. 

The preferred option development plan as presented by implication rejects all three options. In all 
cases the rejection is based on their failure to improve journey times. There is an assumption here 
that journey times are the sole consideration for all parties involved. The question of whether the 
options improve the public realm are not part of the criteria for rejection or adoption of the options 
proposed. Holmfirth center is a tourist destination in Kirklees, and, as such, any development 
should take its contribution to the local economy and the well-being of locals and visitors alike as its 
major guiding principle. Not all of those visitors will be arriving be car. Those who do will want to 
actually get out of their cars and walk around. Hollowgate is a narrow street which at present is 
used frequently as a pedestrian only space during festivals that attract large numbers of visitors to 
the town. It is this sort of use that should be encouraged and supported by the council. The 
overwhelming evidence from similar schemes across the UK and Europe is that if you reduce 
journey times you attract more vehicle users and in a relatively short period of time the result is 
increased journey times. The scheme needs to be revisited to make improving the town as a tourist 
destination the aim. Access to shops and amenity areas by pedestrians needs to be the starting 
point. Development of the scheme at this stage needs to focus on the identification and 
enhancement of a focal point in the town and to concentrate of taking vehicles away from that 
point. This point could be Hollowgate or the river or the space that is at present the bus station, 
wherever it is it needs to be pedestrian only. 

I would like you to consider the future of events in Holmfirth with high pedestrian traffic, e.g.  
Hollowgate is closed during the Folk Festival and Food & Drink Festivals. I cannot see how this can 
happen with the preferred proposal (I can see how it would work if the new link road was behind the 
post office).  
 
Two of the pelican crossings at the lights at the top of Victoria Street (across Victoria Street and on 
the library side of the Huddersfield Road junction) seem to be missing from the plans leaving me 
concerned that pedestrians will cross without signals.  
 
The junction at the bottom of Rotcher Road onto Hollowgate is difficult to understand on the plans 
(more comments in the section below).   
 
I would like the plans to take into account that the junction at the top of Bridge Lane onto New Mill 
Road is hazardous, overused and difficult to use. 
 
A major problem with Holmfirth traffic occurs when traffic is diverted from the A628 and enters 
Holmfirth via Dunford Road wanting to reach Greenfield Road and I think any proposed scheme 
should take this occasional heavy traffic flow into account.  (Again, more comments below.) 
 
I would like more information about the future of the market hall. The proposed plan seems to be 
prioritising traffic flow over the amenity of the town centre for residents, businesses and visitors.  

I would prefer that all big lorries ,waggons ,vans  etc be banned from Holmfirth. If such traffic was 
redirected it would ease the congestion. These vehicles, turning at the top of Victoria Street will 
cause congestion .  

You need to address the error in the map of the new road structure. The proposed banned right 
turn from Hollowgate bridge into A6024 Huddersfield Road is indicated in the wrong place. 

Getting rid of the excellent facility of the market would be a reprehensible move that will be another 
nail in the demise of centre.  

I don't feel the huge amount of cost and disruption will make significant difference to traffic flow, we 
will potentially lose the Market Hall, some Car Parking and 'carve up' the town centre. It will always 
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be a busy town, with a reasonable amount of traffic. Sometimes a little patience is needed! The 
money will be better spent elsewhere. Please leave Holmfirth as it is!! 

Link the pedestrian crossing at the bottom of Victoria St and the one by Kayes to the ones at the 
top Victoria St enforce the existing parking arrangements 

I think the proposal focuses on moving traffic through Holmfirth which will only increase traffic 
(Many studies support this).  I would propose making Hollowgate and Victoria pedestrian zones 
(apart from access) and focus on Station road improvement and directing traffic that way.  Holmfirth 
should be a destination for pedestrians, shoppers, visitors - not a through road for traffic.  The 
current Market could be developed and encourage shops on A6024 to move there and leave the 
A6024 as the only through road for traffic.  The preferred proposal will encourage more traffic to 
come via Hade edge route and more traffic to use Holmfirth as an alternative to Woodhead and 
M62.  Holmfirth is a strong attraction in the area and this needs to be enhanced, not ruined.  Long 
term towns are dying - and those that survive focus on pedestrian areas and other forms of 
transport to become welcoming destinations.  I am really disappointed the focus is on moving cars 
and not developing the town for the future. 

You are going to cause problems if you remove the parking spaces on Victoria Street. You will get 
people using their hazards and causing obstructions because parking is already difficult in Holmfirth 

Something has to be done in Holmfirth centre before it comes to a grinding halt altogether.  In my 
opinion all heavy goods vehicles should be banned from using Holmfirth as a short cut. 

Has anyone actually been on site? Where can you widen the footpath? Have you seen how narrow 
Hollowgate is? 2 loading bays for all those businesses? How are they going to get supplies. It will 
only take 1 vehicle loading etc and that would be it!  I drive down Hollowgate everyday, today 
someone pulled up to get a takeaway - I could barely get passed let alone artic lorries!!! I am not 
adverse to change whatsoever. Before you start changing the layout try letting buses use the 
existing Hollowgate. Also how would the junction work with Rocher Road. You can’t pass on 
Rocher Road - it needs to be clear. At school times sometimes 15+ car have to come out of that 
junction. If a car was coming off the roundabout to go up Rocher Road at this time what would 
happen?  

Zebra crossing to be pelican crossing in time with traffic lights  

1. Would the proposed new bridge be of a design suited to enhance the existing charm of Holmfirth 
? 
2. Vehicle and pedestrian access to nabb school  via Rotcher ? 
3. Is Hollowgate wide enough to provide space for HGV'S and adequate pavement ? 
4.Hollowgate is used for festivals and parades ,how does the loss of this space affect the town's 
future as a tourist destination?   
5. Loss of Market hall 

Have you even considered Holmfirth Junior and Infant school that sits at the top of Rotcher 
/Cartworth road? People need access to Rotcher road in order to get children to school. How are 
the school children meant to walk to and from school safely with the plans you are proposing? It 
looks like you have taken no consideration that there is a school in close proximity or the safety of 
the children. 

It would be detrimental to lose the market. It appears to me that the market has been deliberately 
run down so that fewer objections would be forthcoming when a plan to demolish it emerged. 

Too many pedestrian crossings choking traffic at peak times,traffic lights always seem to be out of 
sink.t 

There has been no provision to allow for the path to be widened opposite the proposed road/bridge 
site. The path narrows to only 20 inches at 9 Hollowgate. How are pushchairs, wheelchairs and 
people generally supposed to walk along this side of the road while heavy traffic and indeed lorries 
and buses whizz passed them. It's a major problem now with only cars. This would need 
considering for sure. 

Don't understand why you would propose wasting such major finances for minimal benefit ? 
 
Why oh why has nobody had the sense as yet to make the road directly opposite back lane one 
way in a downward direction ??? This would alleviate many accidents that occur and also prevent a 
degree of light traffic even entering Holmfirth centre. 
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I think the proposals offer a solid solution to congestion. I would like you to consider:  
1) The length of improvement works and impact on roads. Could you indicate the number of weeks 
perhaps or is it too soon?   
2) Can you advise what the proposed roundabout would look like? E.g. painted on the tarmac or 
bigger with planting and greenery to make this fit with the local parks? 
3) Can you provide further detail on how will lorries get down Hollowgate? Often sat-navs send 
them down incorrectly causing big issues.  

I think the preffered plan will be disastrous for Holmfirth centre!!! Hollowgate just isn’t wide enough 
to take the volume and type of traffic that will be forced to use it!!! It’s very scary for me, as a 
pedestrian often with a small child, to walk down Hollowgate as it is now! 
Your plans are all about moving traffic through, a lot of which is out of area traffic at rush hour 
times, and nothing to do with improving the centre for pedestrians and businesses.  
There are many local events that will be hugely affected by your proposed plans, these events 
draw in high numbers of tourists and visitors and are part of the heart and soul of Holmfirth. Using 
the roads that these events are held on to turn Holmfirth into one big roundabout is sacrilege!!!  
The best and cheapest option would be to remove parking on Victoria street, remove the zebra 
crossing on Victoria street leaving only the one in front of Kaye’s, and making Hollowgate 
inaccessible for oversized large vehicles by narrowing the entrance and installing better signage, 
and possibly making it one way in the direction towards the Elephant and Castle pub.  
And use the ridiculous amount of money you intend spending on this to PROPERLY improve the 
surface of ALL existing roads in and around Holmfirth, then hopefully I won’t have to spending 
money on getting my car repaired due to rapid wear and tear caused by bad road surfaces and pot 
holes!! 

It is not possible to drive from Underbank to Cooper Lane . 
It  is not possible to get access to the rear of Longley's shop from Dunford Road without doing a U-
turn at Parkhead.  
There is no zebra crossing across Huddersfield Road near Holmfirth Mills. 
It is not possible to get a large vehicle from Hade Edge to Huddersfield without going to New Mill. 
I live in Netherthong and work at [redacted]. It seems that I can get to work, but I can't get home. 

The proposed access road will ruin the centre of the town and I’m not convinced it will help. The 
traffic light sequence was changed a few years ago and it’s been a problem ever since  

My comments on the proposed plan 
In my opinion the proposal will not alleviate the traffic issues but would make it worse. 
When going west out of Holmfirth, locals know that turning onto Hollowgate allows you to bypass 
the traffic lights. With the new proposal the traffic will most likely be queued up on Hollowgate from 
the new bridge making things worse. 
Why are you widening pavements on Victoria St when the main concern is the movement of traffic? 
If it goes ahead why not keep it 2 lanes, one to aid traffic going up Dunford Rd and one for traffic 
going up Towngate? 
A main problem with congestion is caused by large articulated heavy goods vehicles trying to get 
through the village. So, reducing any of the road to single lanes (such as Victoria St and 
Hollowgate) will no doubt cause problems. 
All the work for your proposal will practically close Holmfirth for 12 months, this will cause havoc, 
kill trade and change the village  
The proposal will spoil the village and remove its “old world” feel, turning it into a main road bypass 
in the heart of the village! Hollowgate is a main tourist part of Holmfirth which will disappear if this 
goes ahead, turning it into a main through road. 
My Idea 
In my opinion, I would leave things in the heart of the village as they are, keeping Victoria St as 
2way 
Any remedy to traffic issues should be moved to be slightly away from the heart of the village. 
My proposal would have been to do a bypass road on Bridge Lane. Widening this as a bypass to a 
roundabout on Towngate. Perhaps somehow forcing all though traffic to use this? 

Hollowgate should not be encouraged as an access road in any way. It is too narrow, and will 
completely snare up traffic from Rotcher Road. Any modification to roads should minimise traffic 
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through to the town, and should have changes made to bypass the town, or make a new road 
before the bus station linking Station Road and Huddersfield Road. 

I think traffic lights might be needed at new junction between Hollowgate and Woodhead 
(Huddersfield) Road. At busy times it will be very difficult to turn right here. I could easily see traffic 
backing up to the mini roundabout. Parking is a major concern in Holmfirth. Too many people park 
on the road and obstruct traffic. More parking places are needed, but also more double yellow lines 
and more traffic wardens to stop poor parking. 

why is there no provision for designated cycle lanes? The major issues we face are climate 
change, air pollution and obesity, yet Kirklees council appears to do nothing to make cycling safe 
and accessible. Cycling tackles all these issues. Does no one on the council cycle???  
 
I note you acknowledge how busy the roads into and out of holmfirth are. Why are you not also 
putting safe crossings and cycle lanes on the 3 major roads into/out of Holmfirth too? 

Reduce Traffic 
1. Stop Holmfirth being a shortcut when the motorways are blocked. Not sure how to do this? Add 
traffic lights on slip roads to stop traffic leaving the motorway? 
2. Ban large lorries accept for access. Enforce with cameras. 
 
Road Changes 
1. Make Hollowgate pedestrian only 
2. Make Victoria Street pedestrian only 
3. Create a new link road from the A635 to A6024 through the old Midlothian garage down to 
Holmfirth garage with a mini roundabout at each end and traffic lights at peak times 
4. Existing traffic lights in the centre left for pedestrians  

Putting pedestrians' needs above those of traffic 
Considering the actual urban fabric of the town centre 

No need for such a major change. Most congestion is due to bad parking on Victoria street. Should 
be enforced double yellow for the entirety of it's length. Traffic lights at T junction at top could be 
better sequenced. Traffic travelling North on A6024 should have a green forward only filter when 
south traffic is moving 

Cycle provision? 

A great idea and overdue.  
The bridge design will be crucial and needs to be in keeping with the rest of the town heritage. Love 
the ideas for Victoria Street. 
I do think an artist impression or two would help convince the doomsayers when you get to the 
planning stage. Could have done with one now. 
Look forward to it being finished. 

Carving up the town centre and demolishing a town asset (the market hall) will not improve 
Holmfirth. The answer is simple, ban heavy goods vehicles from traveling through the town. This 
will solve the problem.  

PLEASE CONSIDER THE NARROWING OF THE  ROAD ( A6024) OUTSIDE ASHLEY 
JACKSON'S STUDIO. 
 THE NEW BRIDGE WILL DO NOTHING TO IMPROVE TRAFFIC PROBLEMS AND HAZARDS 
AT THIS POINT.  

We will lose an underused valuable asset to the town in the Market. Kirklees have never used it 
correctly and to lose it would be horrendous. The shops on Hollowgate, I assume, will be adversely 
affected by the one way system. Hollowgate is an integral part of the folk festival and food and 
drink festival weekend. With this proposal we wouldn't be able to close it. I live on Dunford Rd. I'm 
quite happy to live with the congestion and save the character, beauty and integrity of our town. 
School traffic from Nabb will be a nightmare on morning  

This is an extreme proposal that seems to be geared more for commuters than residents. The 
through traffic of trucks on their way to the motorways and the poor sequencing of traffic lights on 
Victoria st are the real culprits.  

The proposal destroys one of the few pedestrian friendly areas of Holmfirth (Hollowgate).  Also 
Hollowgate is not wide enough to take large vehicles, which would be forced to use it with the 
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proposal.  The scheme removes the market and offers no replacement.  It reduces parking which is 
already in short supply. 

It will improve but I believe it is not a long term solution  

Any actions to try and ease congestion will only encourage more traffic through Holmfirth- we need 
to encourage public transport rather than car usage. 
Hollowgate is closed for Folk festival/ food and drink festivals and the market hall used for various 
markets + events during the festivals- there are few alternative venues available. 

The scheme seems to divert all through traffic along Hollowgate. No provision is made for school 
traffic using Rotcher - the plan shows the bottom of Rotcher as a two way road, it is in fact single 
track with no passing places at the bottom. When traffic is queuing to go up Rotcher, waiting for the 
traffic coming down the whole scheme will back up onto the roundabout, a worse situation than we 
have now. 
 
There is no provision for pedestrian traffic crossing Hollowgate at the bottom of Rotcher, the 
planners seem unaware this is the only route to one of the valleys schools. 

I have just been to the consu3ltant atbholmfirth civic hall. As far ad I could see and hear no-one 
was in favour of this scheme. How did it get to this stage even! 
I suggest you put the market hall in private management. Introduce traffic calming on Victoria street 
and Hollowgate. Also traffic calming on the length of New miĺl road.  And improve the roads around 
the high school. 

This seem simply a plan to facilitate through traffic. Often this traffic is too large in size for a small 
narrow roads and pavements  
We need to encourage local people to stop and shop not go elsewhere because of parking and 
busy traffic also need more parking for visitors who are being encouraged positively by lovely b and 
bs etc.  
In this plan it seems we are losing the car park opposite the library and any parking on Victoria 
street. That does not make sense. Again it just facilitates through traffic to the detriment of locals 
and visitors who want to shop and appreciate the unique little rown 

I feel that the proposed scheme would actually make the traffic situation and congestion worse, 
much worse. I have lived and worked in the Holmfirth area for over 20 years and have seen it 
gradually become more and more busy with large lorries being a particular problem. I feel that not 
only is the proposed scheme a danger to pedestrians ( particularly children having to access 
Rotcher on their way to Nabb school ) but that it would actually encourage MORE heavy goods 
traffic to use Holmfirth as a rat run over the tops to Manchester. 

There is no mention of adding bike lanes despite claiming that the plan will improve efficiency for all 
road users. I don’t think it currently very safe for cyclists in holmfirth and don’t think the plan will do 
anything to improve that. 

I can only see this plan increasing the traffic - I would prefer if the town centre was pedestrianised 
which would make the festivals more accessible for people with disabilities and a quieter centre. 
Drivers would then have to find alternative roads in/out of Holmfirth. 
Alternatively to construct a road over the Royal Mail car park to stop traffic entering Holmfirth. 

It will be difficult turning right onto the busy main road from the proposed new road where the 
current market building is - there is also a car park entrance near there and the traffic will not slow 
so much if the lights are going.  Also without lights  there still needs to be some pedestrian crossing 
on that corner by Yorkshire building society I think. 

It would be far better to dilute the density of traffic in Holmfirth centre by providing a link road 
between Huddersfield Road and New Mill Road, possibly as far away as providing a junction at the 
ex Midlothian Garage site. This would enable traffic coming from the Huddersfield direction to either 
Dunford Road, New Mill or Hollogate to avoid Victoria Street altogether.  

The main issue I have with the scheme is the demolition of the market hall. Holmfirth is a market 
town!. It needs a market!. The council has run the market down over the past few years and then 
plans to demolish it. This is totally unacceptable. I would like to see the market improved and 
brought back into commission properly. It is a community space and used by groups and should 
function as a proper market too. It needs more council money to support it. 



 

48 | P a g e  
 

An alternative to knocking down the market hall.  
Make south lane one way as it’s too narrow to pass in some places. Remove bollard at junction of 
Dunford Road next to Kaye’s iron mongers. Move zebra crossing away from this junction. Make 
hollow gate fully one way. 

As a resident of Lower Mill Lane [redacted] the road layout has a huge impact on our car usage.  I 
will be writing a separate letter with my many comments as the current road layout means it can 
take 5 minutes to get 400 yards from home to A635/A6024.  The proposed layout could potentially 
make this even worse, notwithstanding that we will need to drive round the block to go towards 
New Mill or Dunford Bridge.  I think the IMMEDIATE residents have not been considered at all. 

There are others ways to improve congestion. I suggest making hollogate fully one way and 
preventing right turns. Moving the zebra crossing near Kaye’s would help.  

The road layout seems ok but there has been a lack of thought for pedestrians, especially children 
going to and from school and people going along hollowgate beside huge lorries and buses. 

Get rid pedestrians crossing stop parking victors st.need to go with chezngere 

I think the character of the village will change  

Leave Holmfirth roads as they are, they never cause me issues or delay. If anything, stop lorries 
coming through holmfirth or people parking in the way. Lets focus on Holmfirth becoming a better 
place by tidying up shop fronts, filling empty shops, support local business and get rid of all of them 
bloody charity shops! 

I feel Hollowgate is far too narrow and dangerous to cross at the bottom of Rotcher and visiting the 
shops is bad enough now but with all the extra traffic I cannot see how anyone could do this safely. 
Hollowgate is also used for the festivals which bring lots of visitors to the area. 

The choice of the middle option is the worst of all worlds as it will force all traffic down Hollowgate. 
The only scheme that would help is the more expensive one with the new road which would divert 
through traffic. There is an issue for the traffic coming down Rotcher Road as there would have to 
be a left turn for all traffic and this is too tight to be done in one by most cars’ turning circle. There is 
a School there and this can get very congested at pick up and drop off plus there is planning 
permission for 48 extra homes at Washpit Mill who would be likely to use this route. In my opinion it 
would be best to either leave everything as it is or spend the full amount required to solve the 
problem properly rather than this unworkable compromise  

People live and visit Holmfirth as it is quirky. Hollow gate not suitable for proposed traffic and could 
only widen by destroying character of the street 

You should stop large articulated vehicles using Holmfirth as a link to Manchester. 

Absolute waste of a lot of money that could be used to give holmfirth a boost in with small 
business. Use the money to develop the market hall in to food hall where local food and drink 
businesses can sell and residents/ visitors can go on a weekend without having to travel to cities 
for good food 

No provision has been included to safeguard the children crossing Hollowgate travelling to and 
from the Nabb School. The proposal to increase the width of the walkways at the narrowest point of 
Hollowgate and yet have 38 tonne HGV's use it as a main thoroughfare border on madness. The 
plan talks of making the town a better venue for festivals. I don't see how that can possibly be. The 
root of the traffic problems in Holmfirth are threshold. 1. The phasing of the traffic lights. When they 
are not working for any reason the traffic flows without problems. 2. The location of the zebra 
crossing. The day they were put in place was the day the congestion problems began. When I 
suggested to Kirkless Highways several year ago that Pellican crossing phased with the traffic 
lights would be preferable, I was told that they could not be considered because pedestrians would 
be tempted "to take a chance" when the lights were against them. I note that they are included in 
the draft plan. 3. All parking should be banned on Victoria Street. The road is amply wide enough to 
carry traffic in both directions if it is kept clear.  
A further improvement would be made if a weight limit of 7.5 tonnes was placed on Dunford Road 
from Holmfirth town centre up to Hade Edge.  
It would also be useful if the traffic wardens concentrated on problem parkers rather than targeting 
the easy cash raisers who may err on the town car parks by over staying by 11 minutes. 

HGVs from the M1/Sheffield are using Holmfirth centre as a short cut on their way to east 
Lancashire/Manchester. 
Prohibit HGV use of Dunford Road into Holmfirth and direct them to use the A628 which is more 
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than capable of handling their capacity. 
The A629 to A62 at Huddersfield is also a choice for those HGVs needing to access locations a 
little further North and East around the West Yorkshire/Lancashire border. 
Ironically, inviting HGV traffic like this will be a detriment to local traffic and emergency services as  
the works will cause disruption and capacity will be maximised almost immediateky 

I feel we should opt for the more expensive improvement to reduce the amount of traffic through 
the small streets especially Hollowgate.   
I do not feel the volume of traffic is a major problem. It’s the illegal parked vehicles, the size of the 
large vehicles & the loading/delivers which affect traffic flow and cause hold ups.  
Everyday a vehicle parks illegally on Victoria Street, Hollowgate, Dunford road & Woodhead Road. 
Restrict this. Police this and place cameras to fine these vehicles. Restrict large vehicles travelling 
through Holmfirth and tjenproblemmof congestion will be massive improved. No building need 
knocking down.  

Despite there being parking restrictions (double yellow lines) along the length of one side of Victoria 
Street I often notice that at peak times traffic congestion can quickly build up if just one vehicle 
stops on those double yellow lines for even a few minutes. For example, a car driver popping into 
the bakery or a delivery van dropping off at the grocery shop can narrow the available width of 
Victoria Street such that traffic can be reduced temporarily to single flow rather than two way.  
Could parking restriction signs be made more visible? Traffic warden asked to patrol Victoria Street 
at peak times? Shop deliveries scheduled for outside peak times? Posters in shop windows asking 
drivers not to be anti-social parkers? Enhance the double yellow lines with painted signs on the 
road asking drivers to keep the route clear at peak times? NPR cameras to catch the culprits?  

Turning right on to the main road from the new road (where market hall is) would be a complete 
nightmare, the traffic would be backed up! 
So much traffic on hollow gate (wagons and buses) on such a small road would be a hazard. Also 
there is an infant / junior school up Rotcher, I dont think the road would be safe for children / 
parents crossing if it became the main route out of Holmfirth. The school regularly walk down to 
Holmfirth with 30 children and this would become very unsafe. There is also no crossing shown on 
the plans, again making it very unsafe for children and parents.  

School children crossing what will become a busy main road - pelican crossing needed 
Narrow pavements on Hollowgate - how wide will they be ?  Will there be pavement outside 
sandwich shop? 
The road seems quite narrow for large truck and double deck buses 
What will be the speed limit on Hollowgate 
Understand no lights at the top of the new road - yet it has been suggested numerous times by 
removing lights at the top of Victoria Street would relieve the situation - this suggestion has always 
been refused 
How will the sides of the new road be built up 
 
What about the traders on Hollowgate losing trade during the 18 month build process - this will 
seriously effect ALL the businesses - pedestrians will not use Hollowgate during the build process, 
especially visitors which is the passing trade many rely on 

A ‘solution’ that is far worse than the problem. Destroys the character of Holmfirth, damages local 
businesses, makes it much lesss attractive to visitors (why visit a big traffic junction?) and actually 
causes problems eg junction Rocher Hollowgate. And nothing here environmentally helpful or 
evidence of creative thinking in line with developments elsewhere. 

Not solving the bottleneck of traffic flow at the bottom of Rotcher at 3.30 when Nab School finishes. 
Will still have build up of the traffic following the frequent accidents which occur outside holmfirth 
and police divert traffic through Holmfirth. 
These plans will not solve any issues but move them further down Hollowgate.  Businesses around 
the proposed plans will suffer. 
Loss of Market Hall, open space. Much congestion is caused by the wrong placement of the 
crossings blocking the exits of Rotcher / Hollowgate. 
Could a possible plan be to relocate Nab School to land near the swimming thus eliminating the 
bottleneck. A new school fit for the 21st centuary and the safety of children. 
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New plans will not stop congestion  
Where are the reports on congestion.  
Hollow gate not suitable for extra traffic 

I can’t envisage this proposal will create a more attractive environment; I feel the heart of the town 
centre as a destination for residents and visitors will be lost by chopping the town centre into more 
sections in this location.  
I think the plans would improve journey times/ reliability but at the detriment to the town centre.  
Will it create better access? I don’t know.  

I have to use Cooper Lane for access to my house. It is often difficult to get out of the junction. It is 
very close to the main junction in the centre - how will the new layout affect Cooper Lane? Can 
improving it be considered as part of the plans? 

The plans looks to have been drawn up by someone who doesn't live there ( I have in the past) 
Hollowgate in particular is not suited to this kind of vehicular access. 
Holmfirth is unique in providing visitor attraction and this plan deviates from local business and 
ease of traffic. 

A safe crossing at the bottom of Rotcher for school children & parents etc. I prefer the plan from 
[redacted]. The traffic flow in this one seems to make a lot more sense. 

The traffic model being used measures cross-town journey times with a view to their significant 
reduction and will doubtless be successful in that aim. But this ignores Holmfirth as a destination for 
employment, enjoyment and residents. It measures pedestrian crossings as a threat. It ignores the 
negative impacts such as business closing due to traffic dominance. 

the main problem is the timing of the traffic lights at the top of victoria street. when a major road or 
motorway is closed and the traffic gets sent through holmfirth there no plans to sort this in the new 
plans 

The only thing I believe that would help the traffic AND the people who live here would be to 
prevent parking on Victoria st(and allow taxies a small taxi rank in the bus station carpark) and 
enforce this. The lights could be rephased at peak times for a longer passage than during the day . 
Widening the footpaths in hollowgate and maintaining crossings for school children is vital and if 
you stick a no left turn for lorries sign going down hollowgate and over the too small bridge by the 
elephant and castle that would prevent regular stuck lorries. There are better solutions such as the 
purchase of the lodges building and building of a cross river road (which would be costly but 
improve Holmfirth for visitors and locals immeasurably.....you'd probably get a big cheer from the 
entire country for removing a "worst building in the country carbuncle :)    However hollowgate is 
integral to the feel of Holmfirth and cannot take the proposed increase in traffic without causing 
danger to the children particularly of Holmfirth. The increasing numbers of cars with proposed 
house building in and around the Holme valley I truly believe is going to be no worse than now as 
more people are working shifts and from home , society is due a change away from a daily 
commute.....lorries are not our problem as the are already better routes for them to take and if the 
plans for transport great Northern power house ever come to anything....they won't need to come 
near Holmfirth. 

Just moving traffic and creating more roads whilst knocking down the market hall - how will this 
space be replaced? Market hall plays an important role in the daily life and festivals which take 
place in Holmfirth. I would also like to see more tree planting in the new scheme if it goes ahead. 

The medium proposed and preferred option is exactly the changes I had thought and discussed 
with family and friends. Congestion is getting worse and these proposals will solve this whilst also 
giving the centre an overdue facelift.  
The general feel around the town seems to be in favour of the changes. 

Is the plan drawn to scale? I have major concerns regarding the roundabout at the bottom of 
Dunford Road, any large vehicle eg Plevins, Dickinsons large delivery wagons, would have major 
difficulty in turning left onto Hollowgate so a large vehicle would have to go around the roundabout, 
causing mor e congestion before accessing Hollowgate , then would have another problem 
accessing the the top road through the market car park onto the the top road, without encroaching 
onto traffic that would be turning right toward Huddersfield the road s are just not wide enough .  
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I believe that so called congestion reduction will only invite more traffic, along with more noise, and 
air pollution as has already happened with road improvements, Dunford Road for example used to 
be HGV free until road improvements pampering to these very large vehicles has to have played a 
part in the increase in traffic delays plus an increase of pot holes. The use of double decker buses 
seems to contradict the need, I have never seen a full one in all my years living on Dunford Road, 
they are another source of hold ups. Many residents do not have off road parking, this limits the 
freedom of traffic. I have also noticed the amount of damaged vehicles parked on Dunford Road as 
it is a little narrow in sections for comfortable two way traffic. Commerce will always come high on 
any business plan but peoples quality of life should come higher. More homes are being built, 
hence more council income to spend on improving life for example in Holmfirth. 

I commute through holmfirth everyday, I have never felt that the traffic is so bad that this 
intervention needs to happen. I feel this would be a complete waste of money that could be better 
spent.  

Concerned about traffic coming down Rotcher road, particularily from the junior school,it seems 
that they will have to turn left at junction with Hollowgate which could be problematic as it is a very 
tight turn. 

 To change the centre of Holmfirth in any shape or form would be a travesty. People visit Holmfirth 
to reminisce. Holmfirth should be protected from any development. If parking was readily available 
each side of the town, a lot of traffic would be avoided. 

I believe there are alternative options that have not been fully considered and which could improve 
traffic flow to a similar, if not better, extent than these proposals whilst also making significant 
improvements for businesses, residents and visitors.  An outline of one option has been discussed 
with Tim Laurence at one of the roadshow events and I will also provide more information by email. 

Why have you missed out cycling? Why are you pro car, when the planet is burning? What about 
prioritising public transport? May as well forget the future at this rate.  

My concerns are that at busy times when the flow of traffic is heavy, turning right on the new 
proposed bridge with or without traffic lights at the top of Victoria Street could be worse than ever.  I 
regularly turn wright on the current Hollowgate bridge and at busy times there is a long wait to get 
out, you are relying on some kind person to let you in the que. The traffic can be queuing half way 
up Greenfield Rd.  By making Victoria St one way there would be more traffic turning right over the 
new bridge, which in my opinion would make things worse.  People would then adopt a short cut by 
turning right at the bottom of Dunford Rd and then left down the back of the Co-op, which is an 
awkward junction with poor visibility. I think that parking on the roadside around the main routes in 
and out of Holmfirth should be removed and only certain areas for the Disable only and loading 
bays at restricted times.  The main traffic flow problems on Victoria Street is cars parked and lorries 
unloading, the traffic grinds to a halt and causes queuing in all directions.  Artics should be banned. 
The flow of traffic could be improved by fine tuning the traffic lights as sometimes the flow seems to 
be much better than others.  Trying to cross the road at the top of Victoria St. is dangerous, the 
lights change three ways before people can cross.  The zebra crossings do work both for 
pedestrians and cars, but I am unsure if a roundabout would work at the bottom of Dunford Rd 
because if there are people on the zebra crossings cars have nowhere to go when they enter the 
roundabout.  I think that a new road should be made from Towngate to Huddersfield Rd, this would 
cut out the centre of Holmfirth for many drivers.  There is a fine line between improving the flow and 
attracting more heavy vehicles and cars.  We do want to attract more people into Holmfirth  so 
maybe a park and ride may be an idea.  When we drive down to Holmfirth on a Friday night out we 
usually allow 30 minutes from setting off to parking up, more often than not we need the time. We 
live a mile up Dunford Road that’s obsurd! 

The plans do not address the biggest issue which is the bottleneck at the junction of Dunford Road 
and Station road. Putting a mini roundabout there will simply exacerbate the problems. This needs 
to be a traffic signal controlled junction with the lights programmed in line with traffic flows. Lorries 
should be banned from going up Dunford Road, and made to proceed up Station Road towards 
New Mill instead.  

How will this improve traffic flow? All you are doing is moving the traffic from Victoria St to the 
proposed bridge? Then turning Victoria St in to a one way and removing the existing parking and 
removing the Market car park. Parking in Holmfirth is already difficult at the best of time and you 
are making it worse by removing two lots of parking.  
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The proposal, show all the traffic from Station St and Dunford Rd moving on to Hollowgate, this is a 
very narrow rod and cannot support that amount of traffic. 

We live on Rotcher and the scheme would significantly increase not decrease the problems of 
access up Rotcher.  Hollowgate is not able to cope with current traffic and the scheme would 
worsen this - particularly with HGVs and buses.  Hollowgate is not wide enough for heavy traffic 
and people.  Pedestrians would be at risk. The proposed roundabout would have to be a structural 
not painted one to have any impact and to reduce the speed of traffic and a yellow box might help 
to avoid traffic blocking access to Rotcher. Traffic diversions put through Holmfirth should be 
rerouted. 

It may achieve the desired goal of reducing congestion, however the market that will need to be 
demolished is lovely & needs investment.  
It's the reason we go to Holmfirth every week - for good local produce. 
Please identify a new arrangement for the market stalls before this plan is approved. 
It will not be Holmfirth without a market. 

I am concerned about the impact of the proposed roundabout, I live on South Lane and the access 
onto Dunford Road can be tricky at peak times. This could have a greater impact with people 
coming round the junction off Station Road onto Dunford Road even faster than they currently do, 
whilst not particularly helping tailbacks down Dunford Road. A lot of traffic is going towards New 
Mill rather than Huddersfield at this junction. 
When going to Huddersfield the direct route is straight up Victoria Street, a detour down Hollowgate 
to then turn for Huddersfield is likely to displace congestion onto Hollowgate and potentially 
increase journey time. I assume it will be necessary to have traffic lights at the junction of 
Hollowgate and Huddersfield Road otherwise how will anyone get out at peak times? Traffic will still 
be backed up along Huddersfield Road before it turns onto Victoria Street. 
The greatest cause for congestion is obstruction caused by the on-street parking and delivery 
trucks that stop on Victoria Street. I support the delivery bays but think it would be better to remove 
all parking, then traffic waiting for the traffic lights will not be inhibited by filtering around vehicles 
abandoned by lazy shoppers (usually at the ATMs). Taxis and disabled parking would be better 
provided at the bus station and Co-Op car parks. 
I use the pedestrian crossings all the time but they create horrendous congestion especially at peak 
times and at festivals where people just stream across and traffic cannot move. Drivers get 
frustrated and do not always stop for pedestrians on the crossing. Pedestrian lights should be 
installed. 
The one way system may help traffic travelling from Huddersfield but does nothing for traffic 
congestion on Station Road. Another blockage is at the junction of Bridge Street, Station Road and 
Back Lane where the narrow roads and steep hills cause conflict between traffic turning off Station 
Road, and that coming up the hill. Bridge Street should be made one way (I have no preference to 
which way, but if traffic could not turn right off Station Road it would help tailbacks into Holmfirth). 
Station road also narrows here so would the Council consider preventing on street parking along 
Station Road between Back Lane and the bus station? Traffic turning off Station Road to the Co-Op 
or into Huddersfield uses this route to avoid Victoria Street and the traffic lights. Back Lane is also 
used as a rat run to avoid the town centre despite being narrow and full of parked vehicles. The 
proposals for Holmfirth need to address this junction as there are long tailbacks and the pedestrian 
walkways are totally inadeduate/ non-existent and dangerous - car drivers turning off Station Road 
are in conflict with pedestrians at this junction. One of the small link busses uses this route, I am 
amazed there have not been multiple accidents (I've seen and experienced some near-misses 
here!). 

I have seen no mention of the decision to demolish Holmfirth Market!!  We visit this market every 
Saturday. Are you planning anything attractive to replace the market? 

The roundabout at the bottom of Dunford Road is a good idea.  However, the implicit decision to 
demolish Holmfirth Market is not mentioned in the plan.  This market provides an import shopping 
centre for bread, fruit, vegetables and cooked foods. 

They will encourage more traffic through Holmfirth not reduce it.  No provision for traffic to exit 
'Rotcher'.  Lack of safety for pedestrians - especially on Hollowgate.  No provision for safer cycling 
or cycle lane.  Difficult for large vehicles to exit Dunford Road and travel along Hollowgate and on 
towards Huddersfield - what happens if Woodhead pass is closed? 
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Hollowgate is too narrow to take an increase in the number of large commercial vehicles/lorries 
which generate from the main Manchester-Sheffield road making the junction of Dunford 
Rd/Victoria Square impossible at times.  Will a small roundabout improve this?  Doubt it.  Junction 
of Rotcher/Hollowgate causes severe congestion at school times. This needs sorting. 

The main issue seems to be HGVs going through Holmfirth particular when the Woodhead Pass is 
closed. 

None of the preferred option considered and certainly doesn't prioritize pedestrians.  As far as I can 
see, it wont be possible to turn left onto Hollowgate from bottom of Rotcher, so would mean giving 
up station road and down Bridge Lane. 
Similar when coming down Dunford Road.  Bridge have is already very congested and dangerous.  
The only plan which makes any sense at all, is the High Intervention one. 

Much of the congestion is caused by parked cars so I think that there should be more parking 
restrictions.  Residents parking their cars should be given priority but visitors should be encouraged 
to park away from the centre but more car parks would be needed.  The one way system and 
roundabouts should ease the situation. 

The proposals do not reduce the amount of traffic entering the town centre it only re-directs it. 
Rotcher road will be almost impossible to get out of and Bridge Lane would be turned into a rat run 

I consider that there are a series of smaller measures that would have a big impact on congestion 
in Holmfirth. Firstly move the pedestrian crossing outside Kayes Hardware shop further up towards 
the church, creating better sight-lines for drivers and allowing more than one car lengths movement 
at busy times. Secondly address the issue of people parking in the carriageway and on yellow lines 
at various places in the centre (main problems usually occur outside Longley's, and along Victoria 
Street) either employing a Parking Warden or using cameras). Thirdly ensure that the traffic lights 
at the junction of Victoria Street and Huddersfield Road are better monitored to stop them 
defaulting to a setting which allows a very long stream of traffic to flow towards Honley/Huddersfield 
but only two cars to flow in the opposite direction (this regularly causes long tailbacks reaching 
beyond the fire station at peak times). 

This development is surplus to requirements and the money could be better spent filling in potholes 
etc! 

alter the traffic light sequence and there will not be as mucg traffic stood  There is only a lot of 
traffic coming from dunford road to get to manchester when woodhead road is shut other times 
traffic is not too bad and making a roundabout there would not ease traffic moving on the main 
huddersfield road and probably not ease traffic from dundord road either. Making hollowgate one 
way restricts its use at any other festival etc  

CONSIDER SAVING THE £4.9 M  BY FIRST TRYING THE FOLLOWING :-- 
 1. REMOVE ONE ZEBRA CROSSING AND LINK THE OTHER AS A PELICAN CROSSING TO 
THE TRAFFIC LIGHTS. 
 2 PAINT DOUBLE YELLOW LINES BOTH SIDES OF VICTORIA STREET 
 3. TRY A FILTER ON THE TRAFFIC LIGHTS A6024 IN DIRECTION OF HUDDERSFIELD. 

Control the illegal parking in Victoria Street. 
The main problems are when Woodhead is closed with traffic using Dunford Road and via New Mill  
to pass through Holmfirth. 
There needs to be another alternative for this traffic. 

I would prefer a more radical and extensive scheme but am aware of financial constraints 

The plans will destroy the Town for residents, shoppers and businesses!  The plans appear to 
consider only commuters trying to get through as quickly as possible but to achieve this you are 
effectively spoiling the face and soul of the Holmfirth.  Hollowgate is too narrow and could not cope 
with the volume of traffic - particularly large lorries and HGV's.  And to expect traffic to "give way" at 
the top of the new road/bridge is ridiculous!  Take a look at the existing road at the end of 
Hollowgate and the congestion if someone wants to turn right!  The new roundabout will make it 
impossible for anyone to safely cross the road and god help anyone coming down from Rotcher or 
wanting to cross Hollowgate.  These plans are a sledgehammer to crack a nut.  Change the traffic 
light phasing at the top of Victoria and remove parking on Victoria.  Reposition the two  zebra 
crossings and your problems are solved!  Please Please don't destroy Holmfirth 

Plan will damage the town!  Shopping experience, businesses and residents will suffer.  The 
proposed plan is centred on improving commute which will only encourage additional traffic whilst 
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destroying the heart of the town - Victoria and Hollowgate.  A roundabout at the bottom of Victoria 
will make crossing roads difficult for Pedestrians - how will Children get to Nab School????? 

The plans will ruin this beautiful and historic town creating a road monstracity!  This is a rural 
historic town - NOT a bypass/ringroad to Manchester and Sheffield. 
Plans do not consider residents or businesses but aim to improve "commuters" journey through. 
Plans are likely to increase traffic volume not reduce congestion. 

I welcome the opportunity to take part in the consultation on the Holmfirth traffic improvement 
scheme, to have seen the proposals for this at Holmfirth Civic Hall on 9th March and to be able to 
talk to you at that event.   
However, I was disappointed that having looked at the proposed favoured plan I could see no 
mention at all on the large poster outlining the plans of the situation of cyclists.  When I asked the 
representative (Tim Lawrence) at the consultation event on 9th March at Holmfirth Civic Hall about 
whether any of the planning had taken into account cyclists he said he was not aware that it had.  
My thoughts are that if a major traffic improvement scheme does take place in Holmfirth then I 
cannot see how this can go ahead without an impact assessment on the situation of cyclists and 
that such a scheme should be part of an integrated transport strategy that takes account of the 
needs of other road users, promoting those using other forms of transport such as cyclists and 
pedestrians who do not cause the pollution that motorised transport does and which have other 
health and wellbeing benefits to the community.  As I said on Saturday, Holmfirth attracts many 
cyclists.  This is particularly so after the publicity of the Tour de France in 2014 and in the wake of 
the highly successful set up of the Holmfirth Cycling Club.  Some of these cyclists like to stop in the 
cafes in Holmfirth and so contribute to the economic wellbeing of the area.  There are also many 
people who live locally in the area who cycle for pleasure, short and long journeys and their 
journeys often go through Holmfirth centre.  My son's friends regularly cycled to Holmfirth High 
School until leaving last year, travelling through the centre of Holmfirth to get there and their 
journeys went through Holmfirth town centre.  My son and his friends also cycle for pleasure 
regularly through the centre of Holmfirth as do other children and young people.    In addition to the 
absence of any planning in relation to cyclists I would be specifically concerned about how cyclists 
could safely negotiate the mini roundabout in the current proposed plan at the bottom of Dunford 
Road and the junction with Victoria Street.  There are also well known difficulties with lorries in 
particular turning and not seeing cyclists and there would be several tight junctions where this may 
happen in the proposed plans    A cycle track for cyclists, which is separated from the main road by 
a barrier, would be much safer through Holmfirth.  Given the hilly nature of Holmfirth I do not think it 
is practical  to direct cyclists on to the minor roads either side of the valley should this be under 
consideration.  Ideally, a cycle track along the valley bottom from Holmfirth to Huddersfield would 
be the ideal proposal to keep cyclists safe although I understand that there has in the past been 
difficulty in purchasing the necessary land for this to take place.  
I agree that some planning and investment should take place with regard to the traffic problems in 
Holmfirth, particularly in relation to the amount of large lorries who use is at as through route.  My 
thoughts are that such lorries should be dissuaded form using Holmfirth as a cut through at all and 
should be encouraged to use other roads connecting them to other major routes eg. the Flouch 
roundabout and Woodhead pass.  Perhaps some sort of lorry congestion charge could be applied.  
I am concerned that making a system where traffic flow is easier would only add to the 
attractiveness of Holmfirth as a through route for such traffic and so increase the problem of 
emissions, road safety and the effect on the environment and wellbeing of this community.  
I note the following from the West Yorkshire Combined Authority Transport Strategy 2040 vision 
document in relation to two of the six core themes which I do not think the current proposals take 
adequate account of:     
Inclusive Growth, Environment, Health and Wellbeing 
Our ambition is to connect people to better living standards and higher earning jobs, and to 
significantly improve the health, overall well-being and environment of the people living and working 
here. 
We aim to reduce traffic emissions to near zero, tackle the damaging impacts of climate change on 
our homes and businesses and reduce road accidents, aspiring to ‘zero tolerance’ of transport-
related deaths. We want to become known as a great, safe place for cycling and walking. 
Places to live and work 
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Our ambition is for West Yorkshire to be known for the quality and liveability of its places. 
We will use our transport investment to help transform our cities, towns and neighbourhoods - to 
create clean, safe, healthy places for communities and businesses, which attracts greater inward 
investment. 
Additionally the plan for Kirklees states: 
Investment in other transport modes such as walking and cycling will be targeted on short local 
journeys, while improving public realm, place-making, reducing car domination and greening our 
commercial centres are also a local priority.  
Further in, the plan states that only 1% of journeys are made by cycle to work and 0.2 - 0.5% to 
school in West Yorkshire at present.  Surely this is a woefully small number and steps should be 
taken to promote cycling in all future plans by the West Yorkshire Combined Authority and Kirklees 
Council by making it a safer and more attractive option?   
I also agree with what I heard said on Saturday by another lady about the proposals not helping 
reduce the impact of climate change and also the negative effect on Hollowgate of making this road 
part of the main through-route for one way traffic.  This would detract from the character of this road 
and it would no longer be possible to shut this road off for the festivals that are periodically held in 
Holmfirth (which add to the special character of the town and it’s economic wellbeing).   
I hope you will take into account my comments in your consultation process.  

A roundabout isn't needed: people give way really well 
Do remove the parking on Victoria street, include loading bays 
Provide more parking 
Attract new business that people can afford to shop in.... Next, Boots, River Island etc 

Disgusting destruction of the village centre. Discourage passing traffic or leave alone  

Change traffic lights at top of victoria st including off at some times  

There are no suggestions for replacing or resiting the market hall merely demolishing it.  
Holmfirth is not suited to the current level of heavy traffic. This will just increase it. It would make 
better sense and preserve the 'unique' qualities in Holmfirth if this heavy traffic was re routed 
elsewhere. The transport plan will ruin the town and make it less attractive for the currently 
successful festivals and the visitors. Hollowgate will be ruined and the town sliced in two. 
One significant essential change is not suggested. Bridge Street should be made one way turning 
from Station Road towards the Coop. Left turns from Bridge Street onto the road towards New Mill 
are dangerous and cause delays to traffic coming into Holmfirth.  
The plan is ill conceived and will solve nothing. 

Make some passing placed on Dunford Road opposite the Phoenix’s so where the planning 
application is for housing. You could make a passing place the length of 6 or 7 busses long of two 
shorter ones. This could be incorporated into the planning permitting? This would greatly reduce 
congestion. http://www.kirklees.gov.uk/beta/planning-applications/search-for-planning-
applications/detail.aspx?id=2018/90160 

Remove the parking spaces on Victoria St, and provide a loading area for use at specific times.  

Scrapping the scheme as I strongly disagree with the proposed plans, living in Holmfirth I don’t find 
the plans a solution to the traffic coming through Holmfirth. I feel it will only encourages more 
vehicles to pass through the village and will make congestion worse. 

The preferred scheme works purely to improve traffic flow through the village but at the expense of 
village life.  
The initial plans look like it will reduce vehicle parking on both Victoria St and Hollowgate thereby 
reducing short stay parking and access to local shops. Shops in the ‘centre’ of the proposed traffic 
island could be significantly impacted. 
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Victoria street would run a lot better if there was no parking at all during the day.   
 
When the traffic is heavy, its mainly due to the traffic lights being out of sinc and not letting enough 
vehicles though.  The syncing of them need to be different for morning & evening traffic. 
 
Have a 2 way crossing/light change and not a 3 way. 
 
Move the zebra crossings now to your proposed location to trial them. 
 
Hollowgate to be completely one way. All vehicles coming from behind the elephant and castle 
should be made to turn left over the bridge. 

The centre will be carnage for at least 2 years 
 
Tourists will avoid and not come back.  
 
Business will be lost during construction and may never recover 
 
What sort of signage/access/support be given to the businesses on Hollowgate who will see their 
trade suffer 

I welcome the plans to improve the traffic flow through the town centre, but I would like the plans to 
be more considerate of the fact that Holmfirth is small, compact and the best way most people go 
through it is on foot. In my view, this plan does not prioritise foot traffic enough. Hollowgate in your 
plans will essentially be turned into a "proper" street, while it would benefit both visitors and locals 
much more if it was closed off to all but essential traffic. The cafes, market place and other shops 
would be much better off. 
 
I am also a bit surprised your plan does not involve Bridge Road - have you thought of making it a 
one-way street to complement the Victoria Rd redesign? You could then create a  "ring road" of 
sorts in an anticlockwise direction - from Huddersfield Rd through Victoria Rd then up the Station 
Rd and down the Bridge Rd back to Huddersfield Rd. Hollowgate would be closed off to traffic and 
you would need to do something so that people do not try to "shortcut" through Thongsbridge, as 
that road is very unsuitable for large volume of traffic. 
I definitely do not support the extra road behind the church in your most expensive plans - like I 
said, we need to limit and make it harder to get into Holmfirth by car in favour of foot traffic. This is 
not contradictory to what I said before - I think there is no choice but to make the traffic flow easier 
through Victoria Rd/Bridge Rd/Huddersfield Rd, but take up everything else for foot traffic. No new 
roads. 
Last but not least, another surprise in your plans is that it does not mention cyclists at all, even 
though Holmfirth is a popular and busy place that cyclists visit very often. There is no cycle path on 
Huddersfield Rd near Holmfirth, no cycle path on Station Rd towards New Mill, fragments of the 
Huddersfield Rd towards Huddersfield are missing and/or dangerous (particularly Berry Brow 
section or the part between the petrol stations in Honley) - your plans should include a lot more 
infrastructure for the cyclists, from racks and maybe a mobile/temp workshop facilities to 
reorganisation of traffic such that cyclists are included. Ideally, there would be a segregated bike 
path/lane all the way to Huddersfield. 

Removing parking from Victoria Street, apart from time limited deliveries, would improve the 
congestion. The preferred option is completely unnecessary and a total waste of my/your tax 
revenue. There is a huge list of higher priorities the money should be spent on, when councils are 
strapped for cash. 

Personally think it’s been made like this more for traffic (lorry’s eg) than for residents  

If this happens it could  cause potential crashes and the road is too narrow and you can't know 
down any of the historic buildings there on hollowgate 

I welcome any changes that ease congestion on Dunford Road. As a resident I find it difficult at 
peak times to leave the house, especially if a wagon or bus have met halfway. This causes 
tailbacks sometimes as far as the rugby club. I believe any changes to the road should take into 
consideration the pavements and access needed from cartworth at Fotcher Road junction opposite 
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Atlantis. I do not believe Holmfirth should remain as it is, however i am open to changes such as 
traffic lights and the change in position of zebra crossings in the town centre  

How will all incidents on M62/M1, Woodhead Pass, Snake Pass be accommodated when traffic re-
routes itself through Holmfirth 

I believe the Plan would (a) encourage more traffic to use Holmfirth as a "rat run" to/from 
Manchester and (b) destroy the amenity of the Town for PEDESTRIAN residents and visitors. This 
Plan is designed for traffic NOT people. 
Rather than wreck our Town with this Plan we should wait until funds become available to 
completely bypass the Town. 

By looking at the plans i can see absolutley no provision for cyclist travelling through Holmfirth. The 
town has a very high flow of cyclist from both a local user perspective as well as a destination place 
for cyclist to ride to or through. Why has there been no provision for cycle lanes to benefit all road 
users and improve cycle safety in the area? 
Where is the Market being relocated to? There are a lot of local traders who used this market and 
as such it would be a shame to lose this local convience. Holmfirth is losing so many local business 
and small traders and this would just be another nail in the coffin for the town. 

I think that the main consideration should be that of the residents and businesses in Holmfirth and 
that maintaining the character of the town should be priority. 
Hollowgate has many businesses and is also used frequently for the festivals in the town. 
It has character and should not be incorporated into a major transport scheme. 
Other options could be making Bridge Lane one way - down only to encourage cars to avoid 
Victoria Street.  The traffic lights on Victoria Street/ Huddersfield Road could be on sensors so that 
they work with the traffic flow.  The access from Hollowgate to turn right onto Huddersfield road 
could be improved with peak time or sensor traffic lights or maybe just a yellow box. 

There seems to be have been no thought to the provision of cyclists in the proposed scheme. 
 
Considering the number of local cyclists and cyclists from other areas who now regularly cycle 
through Holmfirth Town Centre, and spend their money there, this is a major omission. 
 
Also, the West Yorkshire Combined Authority Transport Strategy 2040 vision document specifically 
mentions  the 'aim to reduce traffic emissions to near zero, tackle the damaging impacts of climate 
change on our homes and businesses and reduce road accidents, aspiring to ‘zero tolerance’ of 
transport-related deaths. We want to become known as a great, safe place for cycling and walking.' 
This seems to have been completely ignored. The proposals cater only for motorised traffic which 
contradicts this aim. 
 
The reduction of large vehicles needs to be considered, not just the flow of traffic. The roads 
around Holmfirth are not suitable for large commercial vehicles and these need to be discouraged 
from using the Town Centre as a through route. 

There is no mention of any provision for cyclists. This is an amazing opportunity to include proper 
segregated cycle lanes through Holmfirth, which would provide a safe route for cyclists of all ages 
and really put Holmfirth on the map as a template for others to follow. It would increase the number 
of visitors on two wheels and strengthen the local economy as well 

The lorries passing through Holmfirth are constantly causing damage and congestion. What is 
being planned to stop the vehicles that are ignoring the weight restrictions ? what will stop more of 
these vehicles coming through once the road accesses are improved ? nothing is stopping them 
now, its seems it will be an invitation to more traffic. 
I have taken three photographs of the lorries causing the congestion on Friday 7th March, but this 
system would not allow me to upload them ?  

Bike and pedestrian access need to be incorporated into the scheme. Heavy traffic should only be 
allowed to service local shops and through traffic discouraged/penalised by imposing tariffs. Heavy 
traffic restricted hours. The area of concern is Victoria street and the junctions to Huddersfield road 
and Dunford road. 
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I do not think there is sufficient room for mini roundabout. Over engineered solution with more road 
and less public realm. An option with a shared surface to create a plaza where the proposed mini 
roundabout is would be better for the town and would relate to the heritage and buildings. Current 
proposals do not relate to river.  
 
Potentially more traffic incl. Large vehicles down hollow gate. 
 
Townscape perspective: there will be a large area in the centre which is open with no built form-just 
a new road and the existing car park. This will look unattractive and will not respond to the heritage 
of the centre. 
Where will town markets be held in future?  

The timing of the traffic lights at the top of Victoria St (if you are coming from town) needs adjusting, 
as often they only let a couple of cars through, and occasionally skip a turn.  This would help with 
the tailbacks on this road without incurring a major cost.  Having lived nearer to town previously, I 
don’t think the congestion in Holmfirth is that bad! 

Please include cyclists in the plans  

You are trying to solve a small problem with a big solution but the road network will not cope with 
this. This is a really poor design and will not work. Air quality will be worse too so for that alone 
should be rejected. 

I can see how the scheme will benefit cars/motorised vehicles and to some extent pedestrians but it 
is very disspaointing that there are no specific plans or even a mention of how to serve the many 
cyclists that use the town. Cycling is an important part of the local economy and something the 
town really needs to cater for to support local economic/business functions; but also because of the 
effect of pollution on the environment and the fact that so many people are put off cycling / other 
forms of transport because of the danger of road use. In a regeneration scheme surely these needs 
have to be considered and specific plans made. 

I have lived and worked in Holmfirth for 46 years - we have seen loads of changes and currently 
own 4 businesses in Holmfirth - we do get the odd day of congestion normally due to the woodhead 
pass been closed but this is only the odd day - normally traffic flows quite well - the zebra crossings 
at the bottom of the street seen to cause the most problems- maybe a pedistrian crossing here 
controlled by traffic lights linked to the ones at the top of the street would be worth looking into - I 
currently run business  on hollowgate and another on Dunford road with in the centre of Holmfirth - 
the amount of work suggest is ultimately going to damage theses business ,are there any plans to 
support these business if the ludicrous proposals go ahead ? I also own another two business 
within a mile of the centre - I’ve invested a lot of time and money to support the Holmfirth area only 
to be ruined by this plan -  

I do not consider Holmfirth Town Centre to have bad congestion considering the geography of the 
landscape. 
Holmfirth congestion is not bad compared to many urban areas in the region.  
I believe the volume of traffic will increase in the short term , but decrease in the long term due to 
the rising cost of private car ownership and new transport alternatives / technologies.  
I think this particular fund  from the Leeds Regional Authority is aimed at increasing traffic flow 
throughout the REGION and it is not appropriate for Holmfirth. Elected members are reacting to 
residents complaints about waiting times / congestion in Holmfirth and ignored residents requests 
for more walking and cycling provision.  
I do not think Kirklees should have produced these plans without first consulting the local 
community about their ideas.  
I think the funding could be put to better use in other areas.  
I do not think the scheme / funding bid  should be considered further by Leeds Combined Authority.  
I am certain that the scheme would increase through traffic from other areas, encouraging motorists 
from other areas to use Holmfirth as a 'rat run'.  
The increased traffic from within the region would cause more congestion, pollution in Holmfirth and 
have a detrimental effect on the health, safety and culture of this unique town.  
I think much more should be done to enable more walking, cycling and public transport in Holmfirth 
and that any alterations to the road network should enable greater ease of road closures for the 
important festivals in the town. The fund in question is NOT appropriate for this bigger picture. 
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There is a serious problem of HGVS using inappropriate roads in Holmfirth, notably Hollowgate.  
The majority of journeys made through Holmfirth are less than 5 miles - school pick ups, shopping 
trips etc. The river corridor should be made into a safe green route to facilitate safe local journeys. 
All new developments should include traffic free routes to cater for this instead of focusing on / 
encouraging car use.  

Improvements for cyclists , cycling , eg cycle paths to avoid traffic  

I would invite you to consider the effect of the plans on cyclists who visit the area - not once do you 
mention this important group of road users. Holmfirth is a magnet for cyclists of all ages and 
abilities, we also have a number of schools which are trying to encourage active travel (in line with 
central government policy) and any road developments should be made with this strategy in mind, 
improving the cycling infrastructure as and when possible....with a new roadworks scheme 
proposed surely building in cycling infrastructure should be a priority ? 

The crossings that are not controlled along with the lights are the main issue especially in busy 
weekends as pedestrians are constantly stepping out stopping the traffic. The crossing by the 
church is dangerous as you can not visibly see people as it is on the bend so moving it is a start.  

I think that the increase in large lorries has mainly become a problem when there is a traffic hold up 
on the motorways, and our town is seen as a handy short cut. Some days there are hardly any, and 
some days there are far too many. A simple solution would be to place signs on all incoming major 
roads saying; Holmfirth not suitable for large vehicles except for deliveries.  Perhaps the wording 
could be slightly improved, but the main thing is to get the lorries to use larger roads and to bypass 
our town unless they specifically need to be here. 

The proposal to divert the main east west route through Holmfirth via Hollowgate is an accident 
waiting to happen and will lead to deaths.   
 
The road is narrow and at its narrowest point shops open directly onto the road with no pavement.  
There is not enough room to widen the pavement to a sufficiently safe width as suggested in the 
plan without demolishing buildings.  Many large articulated vehicles travel through Holmfirth centre 
and when the Woodhead pass is blocked a even more, and a considerable number of, waggons 
travel Westward through Holmfirth towards Manchester.  Hollowgate will be a bottleneck and very 
quickly snarl up with traffic.  This will lead to considerable delays in the centre of Holmfirth and also 
challenges for vehicles arriving into Holmfirth via Rotcher Road.  They will be unable to pass over 
Hollowgate to gain access to Victoria Square. 
 
This plan appears to have been thought through by individuals who have no practical knowledge of 
the Town and on poorly researched maximum traffic flows when the Woodhead Road is blocked.  I 
would suggest whoever designed this approach walks on Hollowgate with a child and a pushchair 
when a typical 40 tonne truck drives along it and then they consider their own personal safety and 
that of their children. 

The roundabout will be very dangerous for pedestrians crossing Dunford Road and vehicles 
coming out of South Lane and pedestrians and vehicles coming out of Rotcher Lane, particularly 
very young school children. Pedestrians won't be able to cross at the new junction onto 
Huddersfield Road. It will ruin the character of Hollowgate and this won't be able to be used for the 
folk and food and drink festivals which are major attractions now for locals and visitors. 

as congestion is worsening, something needs to be done. 

Has a one way system for Bridge Lane been considered or limiting the access from the top so 
those heading to Holmfirth can't turn right down there, that would greatly improve the flow of traffic 
at that junction 

All heavy traffic should be diverted through Brocklholes and Honley Bridge to then come into 
Holmfirth on the main Huddersfiled to Holmfirth Road. This would completely avoid the actual heart 
of the village. 

lofty aims and outcomes suggested but not quite sure how or why you think the proposed changes 
will achieve them 

Hollowgate is an attractive part of Holmfirth , with small shops and a attractive cottages . It’s one of 
the few streets in Holmfirth where you can comfortably stroll as a pedestrian as traffic is light . It 
would be completely changed if it became a thoroughfare for heavy traffic.  
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I travel through Holmfirth a lot and don't experience long delays.  
The only time Holmfirth become a congested is when the trans pennine routes are closed and 
diversions are sent through Holmfirth.  
If the traffic lights were sensitive to the traffic usibg motion cameras it would help manage traffic at 
the Victoria Road A6024 junction. 

No consideration of school pupils walking from Holmfirth Junior & Infant School and High School 
Encourages more traffic in particular heavy vehicles.  Risking issues that occur at 
Mottram/Tintwhistle (M67).   
We need to encourage less traffic 
Still parking/ deliveries on Victoria Street the main reason for congestion 
Heavy traffic have alternative routes they should use this more even if there is an expense to them 
to protect the access routs for residents access 

improving traffic flow will increase amount of traffic 
more pollution, whilst evidence is suggesting that it shortens life 
through traffic should be guided away from the town centre rather than through  it 
town centre traffic should be only for people who live there 
encourage tourists by more parking nearby, but outside the centre 

Shoppers need parking bays or they will just go elsewhere, affecting local businesses badly. Also, 
the folk festival needs to be protected and the plans would negatively impact on it. 

Although there is traffic congestion at times, it is by no means constant, and this plan, while 
improving some aspects, will certainly not solve the problems that do exist.     
 
I live on Rotcher, a road that already backs up during the school run, the proposal that we have to 
turn right to go round the new roundabout in order to turn left is ridiculous.  We shall be attempting 
to cross a constant stream of traffic that includes lorries and buses, and it is possible that this will 
only come to a stop when it backs up from the new traffic lights.  Hollowgate, a much valued, 
attractive and historic street, is too narrow for heavy vehicles and pedestrians to share with 
confidence.   

Local festivals (folk and food and drink for example) use hollowgate as a prime area under road 
closure. This would not be able to happen under these plans and would possibly lead to the loss of 
these big community events. This would lead to a big loss of revenue for the town and a greater 
loss of community spirit.  

I think if we were not taking traffic off the motorway when there is a problem. We would not have 
any difficulty in Holmfirth. 

Space crossings further apart, remove parking on Victoria street leave one side as loading bays , 
taxi only, . 

No removal of any existing controlled pedestrian crossings and controlled crossings, ideally zebra 
crossings near to the junction of the proposed road and Huddersfield Road, and where the 
proposed road leaves Hollowgate. 
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There appears to be insufficient thought given to danger of increased congestion of traffic due to 
plan and also very poor provision for pedestrians, as well as a very concerning increase of risk to 
cyclists. 
Congestion - right turning vehicles from proposed bridge will encounter frequent queues of traffic 
caused by traffic lights at top of Victoria Street. The proposed bridge is too close to the existing T 
junction.  
There is no provision for pedestrians to cross the road either at Dunford Rd or Hollowgate. It is 
already difficult to cross the road at the entrance to Hollowgate, and this proposal will make it 
harder still. 
A cyclist was recently knocked from their bike by a driver exiting the Lidl car park - they did not see 
the bike. In comparison, that risk is nothing compared to the dangers of traffic leaving the proposed 
new bridge to cyclists. Currently we are protected from traffic entering Woodhead Road from New 
Mill / Dunford Rd by traffic lights. Without those lights to protect cyclists there will be 'carnage'. The 
short length of Woodhead Rd from town to the Greenfield Rd turning is a nightmare for cyclists - it 
is narrow, twists and has a nasty gradient where drivers become very frustrated by slow moving 
cyclists. The proposal will add to problems hereby drivers trying to enter Woodhead Rd with its 
heavy traffic, poor visibility (for reasons explained above) and possibly having to negotiate a steep 
gradient at the same time. Unless this new junction is protected by traffic lights, cyclists will be at 
severe risk. 
They will also be at severe risk if a mini roundabout is installed at the bottom of Dunford Rd. Mini 
roundabouts are notorious for allowing drivers to pass both sides or drive over the roundabout. 
Cyclists do not have the visibility to be taken into account by drivers at such junctions, and they do 
not have the ability to avoid badly driven vehicles. This particular roundabout will have additional 
hazards - located around a bend for traffic approaching from Woodhead Rd - and so drivers will 
need to respond instantly to conditions on crossing the river bridge. As a cyclist I frequently use 
Dunford Rd and turn up to New Mill. This junction is difficult, but at least due to the pedestrian 
crossing there is a chance for cyclists to avoid fast moving traffic. Moving the crossing will remove 
this limited protection. 
Finally, I anticipate the proposed bridge will not alleviate congestion for traffic turning from 
Wooldale / New Mill area to get to Huddersfield on the A6024. I fear increasing numbers will try to 
avoid the centre of town by using Bridge Lane as a short cut. This would be a disaster as Bridge 
Lane is too narrowband steep for cars entering from the New Mill direction. Station Road at that 
point is too narrow for cars to safely wait to turn. It is already a hazard for cyclists at this junction as 
impatient drivers try to overtake cyclists when there is insufficient room. 

The pedestrian crossing on Victoria St near junction with Dunford Rd should be a Pelican crossing 
syncronised to the traffic lights. Continuous use of this crossing clogs up traffic. 
Helping traffic turn left from Dunford Rd to Hollowgate is desirable. 

These plans threaten Holmfirth's major yearly events that attract people from all over the country. 
They require certain road closures at certain times of day for events that take place over those 
weekends and with these new plans this would not be possible. 

In my opinion lorries cars parked inappropriately is a big part of the problem so the success of this 
scheme depends on enforcement of laws.  I note the unloading bays. 
 
In addition pedestrian experience is important.  I note the improvements.  But would like to see 
maps, seats, greenery and points of information to improve the holmfirth visitor experience. 

I have children at the school up rocher road and a crossing across hollowgate would make things 
much easier and safer for those going to and from the school 
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The proposed improvements would not create a more attractive environment for residents, 
businesses and visitors.  Hollowgate would have increased traffic flow making it more dangerous to 
walk along and more difficult to reach businesses like the fish and chip shop and Techniques 
Beauty Salon. The businesses along Hollowgate would suffer financially as residents and visitors 
are less likely to visit this part of town. It would not be possible to hold the food festival and folk 
festival in this area. 
The proposed improvements would not ease congestion because there is still only one lane of 
traffic in each direction.  Hollowgate is very narrow especially at the bottom of Rotcher and it would 
be difficult for the children to get to Holmfirth junior school. Other bottlenecks like outside Ashley 
Jackson’s would still occur. 
The only time efficiency and journey times suffer is when the Woodhead Road is closed, this traffic 
should not be using Holmfirth as an alternative route and this scheme would encourage this to 
happen making the situation worse. 
The proposed improvements would not create better access for Holmfirth residents, workers or 
business owners. To do this there needs to be more car parking spaces and more frequent buses. 
This scheme does not benefit residents, workers, businesses or visitors, and will only encourage 
more through traffic. 

I think the plans will make the area less safe for walking particularly the children who use this area 
to walk to and from schools both up Rotcher road and along to the high school.  

I think the addition of mini roundabout would not aid congestion but hinder it. Mini roundabouts are 
notorious for causing accidents and being misused or ignored. Furthermore, as traffic flow is not 
equal in all directions I think a mini roundabout would cause significant congestion issues for those 
travelling from Dunford Road. All other aspects of your proposal are welcomed and it is a pleasure 
to see something being done.  

Certain road closures will affect businesses and events and stop annual festivals being able to 
happen in Holmfirth. We don’t want to loose the charm of some of the streets in Holmfirth.  

Rotcher ! Getting up or down will be impossible. School is up there. Children walk to and from 
school. Hollowgate is not suitable for big lorries ( Previn lorries are very big) and close proximity to 
pedestrians is crazy. Will mean no folk or food festival. Will ruin Holmfirth. This plan is crazy. 

For years the traffic lights have not been synchronised,  from huddersfield 5 cars, from new mill 3 
cars, from Greenfield 20 cars, so cars back up to fire station and post office.   Why does the bus 
not use the pull in out side bargain booze, it has to stop in the middle of the road blocking the 
junction. Gridlock occurs when cars can not turn right to go up rotcher because of cars coming 
down 

Hollowgate/Rotcher are already pinch points, this scheme will make the problem worse. 

Hollowgate is distinctive and characterful, far from making it more attractive your scheme will cut it 
in half and divert additional heavy goods traffic down the first part of this narrow road. This will not 
improve the attractiveness of Hollowgate and its historic built environment. For regular pedestrian 
users of Hollowgate (many of whom are school children and parents walking to the Holmfirth J I 
and N) this will turn what is currently a relatively safe route into a dangerous junction with more 
heavy goods traffic and potentially dangerous crossings to negotiate. Rotcher road and cartworth 
road have seen a large increase in traffic due to new housing and building works at washpit mills. A 
large housing/hotel development is still proposed on this site. It is already extremely difficult to 
access Rotcher road at peak times and your scheme, funelling increased vehicle traffic down the 
first part of Hollowgate will make this more difficult. The loss of Holmfirth market will be a huge loss 
of a much loved and central community space. This will have a detrimental effect in terms of events 
such as the popular food and drink festival which brings in tourists and revenue. This project will 
cost a significant sum and will only encourage more heavy goods traffic to enter Holmfirth centre. 
Kirklees council has made a commitment to more environmentally sustainable policy making and I 
do not consider building a new link road to be meeting this commitment. Perhaps introducing a 
congestion charge and providing better bus services and/or a free park and ride operating from 
Sands would be a better use of this money.  

PLEASE KEEP ROADS AS THEY ARE 
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Victoria street one way which way. How does traffic from New Mill  get through Holmfirth. 
Hollowgate and Bridge Lane should be totally one way. 
Mini roundabout will be totally useless.  The one in Meltham, Lockwood and Morrisons at Waterloo 
spring to mind 

This plan puts traffic before pedestrians and I would dispute whether it will improve journey times. 

Parking.   

from speaking with neighbours, i'm sure many people will object to any changes. I wanted to take 
the opportunity to say that I support the preferred plan and appreciate the consideration that has 
been given to improve traffic, and it looks to give more pavement space for pedestrians too 

Large lorries will be going through hollow gate and this will affect the lovely feel of the centre of 
Holmfirth. It will affect culture and identity if folk/ art festivals cannot parade down the street. Large 
lorries will be going through hollow gate and this will affect the lovely feel of the centre of Holmfirth. 
It will affect culture and identity if folk/ art festivals cannot parade down the street.  

To begin with your survey is flawed. Why are you asking about traffic through Holmfirth implying 
going through the centre without stopping? Surely people should be encouraged to stop to use 
facilities, shop etc. Is Holmfirth to be desecrated in this way for the sake of vehicles cutting through 
& using the quickest available route? 
Why are current highways not being improved? The state of the roads all across Kirklees is 
shockingly bad. 
This vast amount of money should be used to improve public transport & as a consequence 
improve the environment & air quality rather than encouraging use of vehicles through Holmfirth. 

Reduce the amount of traffic travelling through Holmfirth and so reduce the air pollution. 
A6024 Huddersfield Road. 

On street parking is being removed completely, the two main car parks in the centre of Holmfirth 
are inadequate as it is, has any thought been put into this? 
The only times when congestion has become a major issue is when the Woodhead Pass or other 
routes around are closed and traffic is directed through Holmfirth, could not more thought be put in 
to where this redirected traffic is actually filtered 

Sending more traffic down Hollowgate will be dangerous, create a pedestrian hazard for 
schoolchildren and others coming down Rotcher and completely prevent major community events 
which made use of the road closure 

In my opinion the planning proposal is purely for road users and has not taken into consideration 
the impact traffic has on pedestrians in Holmfirth. To create a town centre that is pedestrian 
focussed, I believe Victoria Street (at a minimum) should be pedestrianised and another route 
found away from the main shopping streets for cars to cross the valley. As a family with young 
children we actively avoid shopping and socialising in Holmfirth due to the lack of pedestrian 
friendly areas. The planners should consider the positive impact pedestrianising places such as 
Hebden Bridge has had on local business and the general environment of a place. 

Adding a link road there won't resolve the issue and you will still end up with the same issue on 
hollowgate 

Hollowgate is very narrow and not ideal for large vehicles. 
 
Turning by car from Rotcher into Hollowgagte (which is my normal route) will become more difficult 
in either direction. It is already problematic especially at school times as it is the direct from from 
Nab School. 
 
Removal of controlled pedestrian crossing at top of Victoria St seems an unwise decision as the 
crossing is currently well used. 

Pedestrian access 
Bicycle access and safety 
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I am a private sector member of the LEP. Why are we not considering how the new digital 
framework can help provide a solution to the traffic problem in Holmfirth? Both Leeds University's 
Institute of Transport and Sheffield University have indicated that information technology can help 
ease traffic congestion flows in Holmfirth. Congestion in Holmfirth is not stand-alone. We need to 
look at this in the context of other nearby trans-Pennine routes. It would also make sense to move 
the bus station across the river into the Coop car park. Buses do create congestion on the main 
throughway, especially when turning into the bus station. Moving the bus station across the river 
will also compensate for pulling down the market hall to make way for the new road and provide a 
focal safe square right where the bus station is currently. Kirklees has to provide Holmfirth with a 
market licence. Move it into the car park where the bus station currently is. It becomes a multi-
functional area. I am currently working with Kirklees on a 'buy local sell global' strategy - building a 
vibrant market is central to Holmfirth. Post Office is right next door to the current bus station - ideal 
for deliveries alongside a market procurement hub - happy to come in a discuss in confidence as 
part of my role on the LEP's BIG panel. I am also a board member of IORMA Global Consume 
Centre which connect 5.7 million UK SMEs to over 4 BILLION global online consumers. I am in 
discussions with IORMA about doing a project in Holmfirth which may also involve a major global 
auction platform. If the market hall suddenly disappears without a replacement  we may lose an 
massive opportunity to drive investment into the local economy!  

Leave Hollowgate alone. 

I worry that improving journey times through Holmfirth will just make  it a more attractive through 
route for traffic and therefore the benefits will soon be lost. 
 
Why are these questions all about 'travelling through Holmfirth' and not to Holmfirth? Are visitors 
not important? 
 
I believe Town Gate car park contributes to the generation of congestion and as such it would  be a 
good (and much cheaper) option just to get rid of this or make it for Blue Badge holders, motorbikes 
and bicycles only. Lots of people seem to drive here to see if there's a space before moving on to 
the nearby Crown Bottom car park or driving round the block or queuing to wait until a space 
becomes available. This can't be good for congestion,  air quality or road safety.  
 
  

I don't understand how creating extra capacity for motor traffic will ease congestion: doesn't the 
evidence suggest this just makes car trips more attractive and so you're quickly back to square 
one? 
 
Instead of making more space for cars make more space for people and make it more attractive to 
walk, cycle and/or use public transport. 

Hi  
I think that you need to be forward looking, not retrospective. 
The rest of the urbanised world is more concerned about  reducing traffic, not facilitating it. 
What about cyclists - there has been a significant increase in cyclists since Tour de Yorkshire - why 
not encourage cyclists and have more cycle lanes. 
Electric cars - why not encourage electric cars and make the car park adjacent to the bus stop, 
electric cars only with free charge points. 
Why not simply  restrict parking on the road to ease traffic flow? 
Why not restrict parking on the road to facilitate wider pavements and cycling lanes? 
Be  good to have park and ride outside of the centre. 
School run traffic should be encouraged to use off artery road parking and walk with their kids. Or 
have more school buses. 
Have you calculated the additional traffic that would be caused if the proposed scheme did actually 
ease traffic congestion (which is highly doubtful)? 
HGVs already cause chaos in the centre of Holmfirth - there has been a steady increase in HGVs 
travelling through Holmfirth. 
As a specific point, there is no visible sign at the entrance to Hollowgate that informs HGVs that the 
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road is unsuitable. 
Why not make Hollowgate one way and widen the pavements and drop the rest of the scheme?  

It's ill conceived and while Kirklees seem to have abandoned us in every other way it now wants to 
turn Holmfirth into a huge roundabout. 

It’s a small village not a city. You will make it s theoughfare for massive lorries travelling to 
Manchester and Sheffield. It will lose a any village feel it has, the festivals twice a year and the 
commerce will cease. It will have a massively detrimental impact on local business and must not 
happen  

Loose parking spaces in Victoria Street. 
Change zebra crossings at the bottom of Victoria Street / Dunford Road to pelican crossings linked 
to the ones at the top of Victoria Street to keep traffic flowing. 
Mini roundabout at the bottom of Victoria Street instead of two hatched boxes that cause 
blockages. 
This would dramatically improve traffic flow 

It isn’t the cars that are the problem through Holmfirth, it is the massive lorries that use Holmfirth as 
a cut through that should be banned or re-diverted. Also cyclists are a problem, they need to have 
a cycle lane. This will help the congestion.  

The proposed scheme is not suitable . It will only lead to further congestion. It introduces width 
restrictions which will not help with flow .  

 
1. In my opinion it would be a more useful exercise to ban vehicles over a certain weight from 
entering Holmfirth town centre ie Plevin who have vehicles entering an d leaving the town at least 
six times a day, often with additional trailers attached to their vehicles. 
Taking into account pollution never mind congestion, they are not the only company , as when the 
M1  or M62 has congestion or traffic incidents , they all seem to take the route of least resistance 
and head through Holmfirth. 
If you aim to speed up traffic through Holmfirth with your road changes you will not reduce 
congestion or pollution but will find it increasing as drivers look for the quickest routes to their end 
destinations, thus you will be contributing to and not alleviating anything. 
2. The question of Victoria St being made one way only, is unnecessary. Parking and delivery 
restrictions need to be put into place and enforced. Most congestion is caused through selfish 
parking not traffic itself 
 
3. Hollowgate is already too narrow, agreed . Footpaths could be widened, but in doing so this will 
make the street too narrow for heavy goods vehicles accessing the proposed bridge over the river 
Holme or the original bridge required to come out of Hollowgate and turn left. 
Hollowgate is a street that is generally used as a pedestrian area more so for the Food Festival and 
Folk Festival when the road is closed to traffic. It would be very dangerous to divert heavy goods 
wagons and increase normal traffic along this road. Signage could be placed at Greenfield, 
Sovereign and Flouch showing restricted weight access to the Town.   
5. Round about at the bottom of Dunford Road, this will only move congestion from one end of the 
Town to another, with those coming down Rocher needing to turn right to access the roundabout to 
them come all the way back around to go along Hollowgate.   
6. Holmfirth has built a strong following for the weekend festivals ie food, folk and Art festivals 
which rely on certain road closures and the use of the market place as a venue - how do you 
envisage the loss of foot fall to Holmfirth from the removal of the ability to close Hollowgate and 
demolishing the venue. 
 
How do you envisage encouraging visitor interaction when all the proposed road changes will do is 
to remove parking and speed up access through the Town - this is not a redevelopment scheme 
this is a time and efficiency scheme that does not benefit the people who live here or the 
businesses of the Town.  
Can you explain what the time factor is for the proposed works? 
There has recently been an increase in small businesses to Holmfirth, a new chocolatier, a book 
shop etc I am sure they will not have forecast in their business plans for a loss of revenue whilst 
road works commence and visitors to Holmfirth dwindle as they are hindered access to the Town. 
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How many businesses will still be viable once the work was completed and how many will cease 
trading or moving their business to locations that celebrate new business such as Marsden and 
Slaithwaite. 
Yes, I am a business owner but I have also been a resident of Holmfirth for the past 46 years and I 
love Holmfirth, which I believe should be encouraged to remain a healthy welcoming small Town 
and not a Town you pass through to go somewhere else, lets concentrate on welcoming the visitors 
to Holmfirth. 
 
I find the online and paper form does not allow for more than one answer, yes I am a business 
owner but I am also a resident, shop in Holmfirth and visit family   

How does building a roundabout at the bottom of Dunford Rd, Making Victoria St one way, sending 
all the traffic along Hollowgate and pulling down Market Hall benefit the people and business of 
Holmfirth 
This is about time and efficiency in getting the most amount of traffic through Holmfirth in the 
shortest time, which does nothing to encourage people to visit Holmfirth but will increase the 
number of heavy goods vehicles travelling through the Town. 
Stop people parking selfishly on Victoria St with signs and penalties and place weight restrictions 
on Hollowgate to prevent lorries getting stuck on the original bridge and ban vehicles of a certain 
weight from entering Holmfirth with signs on alternative routes to advise. 
The plan itself seems to make Holmfirth centre look as if there is plenty of space to go along 
Hollowgate and turn right on to this 'new bridge' this really isn't the case and will cause pedestrian 
injuries to increase and congestion will just be moved to another area of the Town, the same will 
apply with the roundabout at the bottom of Dunford Rd.The roundabout will be congested by those 
back tracking along Hollowgate and residents of Rocher having to negotiate this to be able to do a 
left turn. 
 
This is not about the residents and businesses of Holmfirth whatever you have wrapped this plan 
up as this is not right for Holmfirth.     
 
I am also at a loss as to why you cannot identify as a resident, worker, shopper etc why does the 
form allow you only to identify as one and the same with your reasons for visiting Holmfirth? I might 
work in Holmfirth but I also shop, eat and meet family and friends. You have created a very one 
directional form that will then be used to manipulate business against residents thoughts!  
 
There is then the case of the Market place which is used by various organisations including the 
food festival, art and music festival and folk festival plus the market stall businesses. It is pretty 
obvious why there has been no promotion or new traders encouraged over the last three years. 

It would be best to consider NOT doing the scheme as it will irrevocably damage Holmfirth's appeal 
and propserity for future generations. 

Congestion in Holmfirth is not really a problem. My travels through Holmfirth (at least twice daily, 
sometimes more), never present me with any major problems. At the most, in times of high 
congestion the transit through the town is less than 10 minutes 

The difficulty for pedestrians crossing the roads in the proposed development.   The needs of 
children & parents accessing Holme School don't seem to have been properly considered.  This 
applies to pedestrians and car drivers tuning onto or off Rotcher. 
I am also concerned about the narrowness of the pavements leading to Dunford Road / Cinderhills. 

You will not be creating a more attractive environment; you'll be demolishing key town centre 
architecture, a useful (and sole) indoor market and adding additional traffic flow, removing space 
from pedestrians and will kill off present businesses while bringing traffic hazards to the pedestrians 
too. Your plans are divisive and bring no benefit to the persons of Holmfirth, why not have a 20mph 
speed limit, some mini-roundabouts, remove the traffic lights, install more zebra crossings and 
divert goods traffic away from Holmfirth onto motorways instead. 

I think the proposal is ridiculous. The traffic is not that bad , the scheme will only encourage more 
traffic .  No account of green / community issues has been considered. 
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It will kill the centre and the shops. It really should be pedestrianised. the roads and bridges 
proposed with do nothing for the town or the people who like and work here. it will only help 
commuters. Pedestrianise holmfirth centre. get rid on the post office depot.  
Victoria road, hollowgate, wood head.  

There  is no traffic problem in holmfirth. 

Seems excessive for the scale of the issue. This would change the look and feel of Holmfirth and 
not for the better. I would be concerned on level of disruption to complete the works. Hollowgate is 
not appropriate for heavy vehicles and without removing the bridge wouldn't be suitable. The 2 
current level crossings are unnecessary so close together and 1 could be removed. The current 
traffic light control of the junction is the issue 

Hollow gate cannot take the amount of traffic prosed. A roundabout at the bottom of Dunford road 
would not ease the pressure and could make matters worse. Please consider tje school children 
who walk up and down rocher twice every day.  

I  think commercial vehicles of long length should be prevented from travelling from New Mill into 
Holmfirth on the A635 and should proceed to Honley and use the A6024 for their onward journey 
also no long commercial vehicles should be allowed to enter Holmfirth via the B6106 but continue 
on the A616 to Honley . 

Consider, lowering the parking fees, lowering the rates for shops and encourage commercial 
activity. Stop the silly ideas  

Hollow gate is not big enough for HGV's  

There needs to be a greater emphasis and focus on protecting the town centre, local shops and 
services, especially the market hall.  Increasing traffic flow will have a detrimental impact on the 
town centre and impact on local business, ultimately resulting in the destruction of the high street 
and the independent shops in the centre.  Additionally, greater priority should be given to the needs 
of pedestrians, toursists, and cyclists rather than cars.  

Particularly with the use of Hollowgate.  

Please change the zebra crossings on Victoria St to pelican crossings synchronised with the main 
lights. Please also stop lorries using Hollowgate. Please discourage heavy vehicles from coming 
down Dunford Road. 

We need one relocated pelican crossing. We need to restrict parking on Victoria Street. We need to 
look at the junction of Station Road, Back Lane and down to the Co-op and a roundabout at the 
bottom of Dunford Road. 
Stop building houses up South Lane & above Dunford Road as the roads can’t take it. 

Although I acknowledge the problems of long, high-sided vehicles coming through Holmfirth, I think 
that this scheme will just turn the roads into a 'rat run'.  It will take away trade from local 
businesses, destroy heritage buildings and will cause massive upset and disruption. 

No problem with normal traffic, when traffic lights are not working traffic flows better. If zebra 
crossing at bottom of Victoria Street was taken away, then less problems. Please don’t spoil our 
wonderful village.  

Hollow gate, don't see how this will help congestion, will only displace it. Biggest issue is parked 
cars especially deliveries!! 

I travel down Dunford Rd & access out the bottom onto Station Rd is s big bottle neck & the plans 
would alleviate this but I’m concerned that the plans will not “create a more attractive environment 
...” as closing roads for events (folk festival, arts festival, food festival) will become much harder & 
these are integral to the character of Holmfirth. 

The main issues are those turning up dunford road struggle to do so and stupid lorry drivers who 
ignore signs and drive into hollowgate and get stuck.  

I believe the prooosed plans would drive Maximum disruption yet minimal resolution. 

If you make the roads wider, then more trucks will use Holmfirth as a ran run to Manchester.   It 
would be much better to make the town centre one way / ban all parking on  Victoria Street.   The 
Roundabout is a good idea but the new road will just bring more traffic into Holmfirth 

The issue is that there are too many hgv’s coming through.  Traffic needs to be reduced rather than 
congestion eased. 



 

68 | P a g e  
 

Just think we are moving the traffic issue from one place to another, just further down the road. 
How are the large lorries going to get round the corner on the new road. theyll just struggle like they 
do now! I do however like the roundabout idea. That will help. 

The market provides opportunity for small businesses and, in my opinion, is used effectively buy 
the community. I would be sad to see it knocked down for a new road! I agree that a one-way 
system would ease congestion, but building a new road I feel would encourage further traffic, 
pollution etc. Holmfirth is a destination, not a place to be driven through? Footfall/pedestrianised 
volume is essential for business.  

One main concern is the effect the changes will have on the many festivals that happen in 
Holmfirth. Often Hollowgate is shut to facilitate these. This would not be possible with the proposed 
plans. The festivals are a vital income and a way of attracting new visitors to the area. Homfirth is a 
village that depends on a high level of tourism for businesses to survive. 

Proposed changes are focussed on improving flow. Can you please include options for 
discouraging traffic, I’m particular HGVs who do not need to travel via Holmfirth?  

No consideration for cyclists. 
No safe pedestrian crossing at the foot of Rotcher. 

We need to be very careful not to have a solution that stops events such as the food and drink 
festival, folk festival, art festival and the access through Hollowgate. This is so important for the 
community and local businesses.  

The carbon footprint of encouraging large lorries and buses to travel down Hollowgate. 

If the proposals do go ahead the most worrying aspect is the width of Hollowgate. If this is not 
improved by demolishing the Atlantis/sandwich shop terrace the road is not wide enough to take 
the large goods vehicles that the new road system envisages. This will make pedestrian access 
along Hollowgate even more risky than it already is. The junction of Hollowgate and Rotcher (which 
is particularly busy at school access times) will be more difficult to navigate and impossible for 
pedestrians taking their children to school 

There is no provision for safe crossing of school children across hollowgate to gain access to 
Rocher Road. The new system will increase traffic flow along this very narrow road which is already 
difficult and unsafe for children.  

I think it would be preferable to ban parking on Victoria street, thus solve the problem. Hollowgare 
should be left as it is, to change this would be criminal. 

The experience for pedestrians should be given more importance. You only seem to be focused on 
road users. The roads and traffic are the problem in the first place. Cars need to be taken away 
from the key shopping areas to create a pedestrianised area. At the very minimum Victoria Street 
should be fully pedestrianised. The preferred option is not ambitious enough and we'll be back 
doing this again in 10 years time when it hasn't solved the Holmfirth centre traffic problem.  

Unnecessary demolition of current business premises & the total disruption to the centre whilst 
works are completed.  One suggestion in the interim would be to make the street beside the 
"cocoon" shop down to the main Huddersfield Road just one way down.  Cars coming up that street 
& trying to turn left cause gridlock every day. 

I strongly object to this scheme as do my neighbours and the majority of parents at my children 
primary school in Holmfirth. My objections are numerous and in no particular order: 
1. My own and many other children walk down Rotcher lane from school to cross hollow gate at 
various different points to get home or to meet parents. The road is relatively quiet at the moment 
and cars necessarily have to travel slowly down that road. The scheme would increase the flow and 
speed of traffic causing significant hazards to many children. 
2. The traffic in Holmfirth isn't that bad. If you travel to other places much it is clear that congestion 
is much worse in the majority of other towns. The increased volume of traffic would outbalance the 
effect that reducing standing traffic would have on pollution. Surely a scheme to get people walking 
more, using bikes or using buses would be a better use of the funding. There is a limited support 
for people on bikes as it is with poor cycle lanes ad badly surfaced roads. 
3. The congestion is worse now because the traffic lights at junction of Victoria street and 
Huddersfield Road were changed - when the lights stopped working a few years ago interesting 
there was no congestion because people just used their own sense of safe driving and intuition 
across the main cross roads. 
4. Traffic is often worse because of lorries and cars trying to find a short cut to and from the 
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motorway off the Woodhead pass - restricting access would be much better than making this option 
even easier for lorries and therefore increasing traffic in the centre of Holmfirth. 
5. Despite its underuse the market is still used and could be better used if some of the intended 
investment for this were put into it to support renovations, marketing and community activity. The 
fruit and vegetable market is heavily used. 
6. During the year there are several festivals, parades and events that help to make Holmfirth what 
it is and give it a sense of community, identity and a celebration of its heritage. These festivals and 
events include, critically, closing Hollowgate. The scheme would make this more or less impossible. 
7. Holmfirth is considered as a historic town with a particular feel to it that will be significantly 
changed through this scheme. The community is trying to make the best of its assets through use 
of the Civic Hall, The old Adult Education Centre and other community spaces that are now being 
well used for creative purposes. We want the structure of the town to remain as it is rather than 
attempting to alter is underlying sense of place. Restricting car access rather than increasing it is 
the solution. 
8. Since the councils preferred option is one they suggest they don't have a budget for at the 
moment I object very strongly to having my council tax increased to pay for this or any other option. 

Rather than implementing this outrageous scheme, why not try to 'ease' traffic flow by banning ALL 
parking on Victoria Street (including disabled) and putting double yellow lines throughout that area, 
and at the bottom of Dunford Road (buses get stuck on there sometimes because people park on 
the single yellow lines).   If there were no cars parked on Victoria Street then large vehicles would 
be able to turn down the Street from the A6024 without getting stuck or blocking the way for other 
vehicles. 
 
Why not do a proper analysis of the traffic use on the A6024 and tweak the traffic lights at the top of 
Victoria Street accordingly to improve traffic flow - how difficult can it be? 

This scheme would appear to be a solution in search of a problem. Should it go ahead it will ruin 
the character of Holmfirth and the reasons people visit. There is no big problem with congestion in 
Holmfirth. What little there is could be solved by restricting parking in the town centre,creating 
residents only parking on Dunford Road and  investing this money in public transport,cycling & 
walking. The scheme makes Holmfirth a traffic junction,destroys a conservation area, creates new 
roads for pedestrians to cross, ruins the town centre for the festivals which are a big part of the 
local economy and generally makes the town a less attractive place to visit. The bottom of Rotcher 
Lane has no provision for pedestrians in the scheme and this is a main route to school and I've no 
doubt traffic would back up right up there should this go ahead. There's no way for pedestrians to 
cross the new road at the market hall nor any provision for cyclists. Doing nothing would be far 
more preferable.  

> Please consider the removal of the zebra crossing at the bottom of Victoria Street. On busy days 
it can be very difficult for traffic to make progress because of the constant flow of pedestrians - a 
pelican crossing would address this issue both for drivers and pedestrians.  
> Would be worth understanding the volume of HGVs that pass through Holmfirth - these are often 
the cause of congestion through the village - will the new bridge accommodate the potential of 2 
HGVs side by side - one going right and one going left? 

One way system and new (modern) bridge not needed. The bridge would detract from the 
character of the village. Both residents and tourists like its quirkiness rather than making this 
change. 
 
Pelican crossing required. 

Hollow gate is a very important element within Holmfirth town centre , the focus in any scheme 
should be on reducing the flow of traffic along here , not to massively increase it .  
Holmfirth has a great feel and atmosphere during the many festivals that the town hosts . The 
preferred scheme will ruin this feel and atmosphere . 

I think the low cost option is the best option and will not destroy the character of the town. I think 
you should go ahead with it. 
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1.The proposed work will be detrimental to residents, businesses and visitors to Holmfirth.  
2. It will not ease congestion it will encourage more and faster traffic. 
3. It will not improve either the efficiency or journey time. 
4. It will not create better access for local residents, workers or business owners.. 

My main concern is for pedestrian safety and accessibility, in particular, elderly, school children, 
disabled, wheelchairs and prams. Removing the crossing on the library side means that anyone 
parking on the car park will have to walk all the way down Victoria St cross over, back up Victoria 
Street to cross over the main road to get to the library side for example. It will make it very difficult 
and dangerous to risk crossing the road which I suspect some would do rather than walk all the 
way round. Also it is an issue for   school children crossing over to Rotcher with the increased 
traffic flow to access the new road. Would it not be an option to put a weight limit on the very heavy, 
large traffic to prevent it coming through Holmfirth down Dunford road. The lack of space between 
the buildings and the existing pavement on Hollowgate just before where the proposed new road 
will be, could cause access problems to the shops there and could also damage the buildings 
through the heavy traffic passing so close.  

I strongly disagree with the proposed development!!!!! I feel that pedestrians have not been taken 
into account at my all.  The only consideration here seems to be to make it easier for lorties and 
commercial vehicles to get around. Dimue to this the traffic will increase making it harder for 
pedestrians to get around. The proposed road would be very close to the local school and feel the 
safety of children has not been considered. Holmfirth is a lovely village and is visited by a lot of 
people due to its summer wine links. I feel this road would take away from this, making Holmfirth 
like other villages with a big road running through, making it easier for lorries but leaving the village 
with no atmosphere. I feel this is the wrong decision to make. I use the market regularly and feel 
that this should stay. I really don't feel that this is the best option for Holmfirth residents, it seems to 
be more about passing traffic than keeping holmfirth the village that everyone fell in love with.  

I feel that as a business owener on hollowgate it will cause massive disruption to the shop and 
centre when the work is been carried out and it doesn’t look like it will actually solve the problem. 
Hollowgate is already used as a by pass street.  

Increasing the potential traffic flow with a additional road will simply increase the traffic trying to use 
Holmfirth as seen on the M25. This is an established and documented fact. More roads, more road 
users. 

I don't think that removing the market hall and interfering with Hollowgate/the end of Rotcher would 
help in the long term. Losing the market hall will be a blow for the town and I would much rather 
you use the money it would cost to flatten it and build a road to investing in refurbishing it and using 
it as a real community resource. Hollowgate is a fabulous old road full of character and I do not 
want it to be ruined.  

I don’t consider the proposed changes to bring net benefits. I think they just move the issues rather 
than removing them. 

I don't have a problem with congestion in Holmfirth. It's far worse through honley and on to 
Huddersfield of a morning and at school times. I don't think you need to do anything at all apart 
from take the parking off Victoria st. And I'm a disabled driver so realise how important it is to park 
nearby. 

It isn't just Victoria street which has the issue but Huddersfield road towards holmfirth always has 
congestion.  

Easier pedestrian access. Better traffic light management for vehicles and pedestrian crossings. 
Managment of illegal parking. Restriction of HGVs through town centre 

I object to the question travel through Holmfirth - it's based on an assumption - that we do not 
regard Holmfirth as our cultural base. 
The will of the people is to put cycling and pedestrians over road users and traffic flow as defined in 
the Neighbourhood Plan and incidentally the Local Plan. 
The people of Holmfirth require access to your traffic counts and also your air pollution 
measurements and predictions. 
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I do not believe that this scheme will meet any of your objectives. 
Your plan prioritises the needs of vehicles travelling through Holmfirth and appears to view the 
town as a problem which simply hampers free flowing access onwards to other places. In your 
plans Holmfirth is just a glorified road junction which cars and lorries navigate to get to other 
places. It may come as a surprise to you but the majority of residents and visitors from around the 
world do not view Holmfirth in this light! Holmfirth is a much-loved historic town, with huge appeal to 
residents and visitors. We value the distinctive architecture, friendly people and stunning scenery 
and the ability to move around the town on foot visiting local shops and businesses. Holmfirth is a 
huge tourist destination and the local economy and businesses thrive on this investment. In 
contrast we derive very little value from heavy goods vehicles passing through at speed on their 
way to Meltham, Manchester etc … 
I commute daily to Huddersfield by bus and car and have not experienced the catastrophic delays 
identified in your report. I am rarely delayed getting through Holmfirth itself – Berry Brow and 
Lockwood pose much more serious problems on my route. I will be submitting an FOI request to 
the council to request access to the traffic surveys and data on which you have based your 
assumptions.  
Your plan focuses on speeding up traffic through the town and making access easier. The fairly 
obvious outcome of this is likely to be more traffic not less which in turn will mean more pollution. I 
believe that you should be trying to reduce vehicle traffic, especially heavy goods vehicle traffic 
through Holmfirth not increase it. There is no evidence in this plan that you have any intention of 
doing this. The haulage companies who use Holmfirth as a short cut do have alternative routes, as 
do commuters. There is really no need for the majority of them to travel through the centre of town. 
Kirklees Council has just declared a climate emergency and has promised to assess levels of 
pollution in “hotspot” areas. They have also made a commitment to greener policy making.  These 
plans must be reassessed in the light of these commitments. Have you considered traffic reduction 
schemes when devising these plans and if not why not?  
Faster flowing traffic poses a huge danger to pedestrians particularly on Hollowgate. The entrance 
to Hollowgate is narrow and not suitable for fast moving and larger vehicles (even if you make it 
one way). You seem to have ignored the fact that Rotcher Road is a school route, leading to 
Holmfirth J I and N School. Many pupils at Holmfirth J I and N walk to school. The catchment for 
the school includes all of the town centre and surrounding area including Cooper Lane, Cinderhills, 
Woodhead Road, Cliff etc so families are coming in in the morning from multiple directions. Many 
have to negotiate both Dunford Road and Hollowgate to get to Rotcher. Some also have to cross 
the busy main road by the traffic lights where you are proposing to remove the crossing. We walk 
from Cliff and this plan will make our route to school significantly more dangerous. The traffic 
exiting Dunford Road will be going faster and the locations of the new crossings will not make it 
easy to access Hollowgate from the church. Getting to Rotcher from the far side of Hollowgate 
without any kind of crossing and having to contend with fast moving traffic will be very dangerous. 
Many children in the older year groups ant Holmfirth J I and N and older children attending 
Holmfirth High regularly travel alone on foot along these routes. The current traffic flow allows 
children relatively safe access throughout the town centre but faster traffic flow will make it 
incredibly dangerous particularly around Rotcher Road, Hollowgate, the bottom of Dunford Road 
and around the bus station. Children at Holmfirth J I and N regularly visit Holmfirth to use the 
library, park and other facilities. Again, if traffic is flowing faster along Rotcher and more heavy 
goods vehicles are being funnelled down this route it is going to make these visits much more 
hazardous. Shepherding 30+ children across Hollowgate in the face of flowing traffic is going to be 
incredibly dangerous.  
The plans for new houses and a hotel at Washpit mills have now been passed. I find it interesting 
that the 3 conservative councillors who objected so strongly to these plans on the grounds of traffic 
dangers are firmly behind this plan which will increase dangerous traffic in Holmfirth. Regular users 
of Rotcher Road are already seeing increased traffic due to this development. This will only grow 
once flats and a hotel are on site. Again, you do not appear to have looked at the impact that this 
increased traffic on Rotcher Road is going to have on your plans. Again, I will be sending an FOI 
request to the council to ascertain if this has been done. There will be an increased demand for 
access from Rotcher to Hollowgate which will exacerbate the problems I have already identified. 
Again, this poses huge dangers for children and pedestrians who use these routes.  
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Your plan emphasises improvements to Victoria Street and you seem to feel that it is acceptable to 
sacrifice Hollowgate in order to do this. Hollowgate has much more distinctive architecture and in 
my mind is the more attractive of the two streets, with the river running next to it, distinctive 
weavers’ cottages and access to adjacent streets like Goose Green. Holmfirth centre is an 
important Conservation Area, currently labelled as ‘At Risk’ by Historic England. These plans 
increase that risk and are likely to prove hugely damaging to our local built environment. 
Hollowgate is entirely unsuitable for additional traffic, it is too narrow and businesses on this route 
will suffer as a result. The river which is a much-loved feature of this area will be made less 
accessible/visible by the new road, turning most of central Holmfirth into a giant car park. I 
understand that the council have decided that the market is no longer sustainable and that making 
a road over the top of it is a convenient solution to an expensive problem. The market is a 
community asset however and I think due consideration needs to be given as to what to replace it 
with. Your plans do not consider other options for the market site or the potential benefits these 
may have for local residents, visitors and the economy. Has the council looked at other options for 
this site for example creating additional green space or selling the site to developers and weighed 
up the potential benefits of these compared to the road? Your plans would suggest that you have 
not done this and are merely looking for the easiest solution.  
Your plans remove the crossing next to Charlesworth’s newsagents in order again to speed up 
traffic. This leaves the library, park and shops on the north side of A6024 difficult to access. During 
the summer when there are large numbers of visitors and during festivals etc … this crossing is 
heavily used. Again, your plans appear to put the needs of pedestrians, many of whom will be 
children second to those of heavy goods vehicles. People will continue to need to cross the road 
near Edinburgh Woollen Mills, from the car park next to the current market and from the bridge at 
the end of Hollowgate. Provision for these people to safely cross the road has been completely 
removed and with faster flowing traffic this seems likely to cause numerous accidents.  

-Greatest congestion is when Woodhead Pass / Holme Moss is closed ie abnormal 
-Localised congestion is an issue when (a) when many Plevins lorries are trying to pass through (b) 
when there is illegal parking outside Longleys, the Library or on yellow lines on Victoria St.and (c) 
because existing traffic lights are not sensitive enough to traffic volume (I have frequently 
experienced a queue on Huddersfield Rd in one direction with only 3 cars waiting in the opp 
direction). 
Holmfirth centre is set in a valley - traffic, esp large lorries for whom the roads were not designed, 
should be DISCOURAGED from going through Holmfirth because of increasing pollution levels. 
This should be the emphasis of any planning, not easing through flow, which will encourage more 
traffic and lorries. 

I agree that the proposed scheme will achieve 2 or 3 of your 4 aims (i.e. it will ease traffic 
congestion and improve efficiency and journey time reliability, and it will POSSIBLY create better 
access) but it will fail on the fourth in that it will NOT create a more attractive environment for 
residents, businesses and visitors. Converting Hollowgate into a major thoroughfare for traffic 
including HGVs and PSVs will have a dramatic and deleterious effect on the character of the town. 
Likewise, although the Market building (which is a former car showroom and workshop) is 
unattractive, demolishing it and creating a main road in its place will seriously and adversely affect 
the nature of the town. It would be better, if it is possible to do so, to demolish the former Lodges 
supermarket building and create a new through-road there. This would be a variation on the 
discounted High-Cost Option, which ought to be capable of being carried out at a lower cost, 
perhaps even comparable to that of the Low-Cost Option. 

I think the bus station car park contributes to congestion. Drivers check here first if there's a space 
and sometimes sit and wait or drive round in circles until one becomes available. Why not make 
this for Blue Badge holders only or make it garden / play / events space? 

A plan should be geared towards improving pedestrian and cyclist experience of Holmfirth and local 
access, not high-throughput traffic!  
For high throughput traffic, better connection between A6024 and A635 should be made outside of 
the town centre.  

Holmfirth is a historic town with plenty of charm and a tourist attraction related directly to its historic 
nature and quaintness. Congestion is not as bad as you seem to think and any difficulty in 
navigating it in cars is offset and secondary to pedestrians and village feel. 
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The changes will not reduce the amount of traffic but might slightly reduce journey time , at the 
expense of pedestrians using the local school and shops, being negatively impacted upon. 
Rotcher Road and surrounding roads allowing access to Nabb School on foot. 

The scheme aims to speed up the flow of traffic through Holmfirth. Do we want the traffic  
New roads always increase the amount of traffic using them. How will the council manage this? 

The balance between pedestrians, car drivers, van/hgv lorries and bikes using Holmfirth currently is 
balanced. People travel through Holmfirth toshop, use library and other facilities more than as a 
through route. My objection is based on the fact that the plan is biased towards traffic travelling 
through Holmfirth rather than those who are travelling to Holmfirth. 
 
A lot of traffic currently travelling from the M! to the M60 use the A616 to the Woodhead Pass and 
Tintwistle where there is often a bottle neck. It is very obvious when this route is closed by 
accidents as this traffic then ends up coming through Holmfirth causing mayhem. If travelling 
through Holmfirth becomes quicker than travelling through Tintwistle sat navs (which are totally 
data driven) will automatically direct this traffic through Holmfirth. I asked for the analysis of 
improved timings from Dunford Road to Greenfield Road but was told this data was not available! I 
do not want to see Tintwistles problems being trasnsfered to Holmfirth.  

I think it will encourage larger trucks through the town. The trucks cause congestion as they block 
the junctions. Leading to the town centre both station road and dunford road are restricted to single 
lane due to parking especially when truck drive down those roads. both roads are bottlenecks equal 
to the town centre. 
Traffic turning from station road into the difficult access turn of bridge lane also causes traffic back-
up that wont be improved. 
I think it unlikely that this scheme can improve traffic flow down station road and dunford road due 
to further bottlenecks. it does not seem a wise use of money if improved traffic flow is the aim. 
Would it be possible to restrict large truck access through the town centre that would have an effect 
on traffic flow for local residents.  

The preferred option has catastrophic impact on Hollowgate. This ancient thoroughfare has charm 
which can be enjoyed at the moment. If it becomes the route through it will suffer massively. 
The visual impact of Holmfirth as viewed from Hollowgate toward the Parish church will suffer - it is 
one of the best views in Holmfirth. 
Then there will be the loss of festival space. Folk festival, Arts festival, Food and Drink festival. 
Processions which delight visitor and local will be compromised and probably lost. 
Then there is the consideration of the delicate buildings on Hollowgate which will be subjected to 
heavy vehicles passing within inches. 
The children who go to Nabb school will have to cross a busy road with no crossing point. 
Demolishing the market hall to be replaced with a road diminishes Holmfirth as a place to shop and 
panders only to the motorist who will only benefit by a few minutes in transit time on their journey. 
The access from Scarfold is neglected. To get to Huddersfield will entail a left turn away from the 
intended direction of travel.  
The buses wanting to get from Holmfirth to Huddersfield direction will have to chance the right turn 
against the traffic without the benefit of traffic light control. 
has this plan considered the impact on Bridge Lane and Goose green which are steep and narrow 
but will be tempting 'rat runs'. 
The footpaths are widened except for that by Charlesworth's on the Huddersfield Road. And who 
would dare to access the three shops on Hollowgate (currently a takeaway, nail bar and sandwich 
shop)? 
Has this plan taken into consideration the impact of the improvements to the Woodhead Road on 
Holmfirth? 
By all means consider relocation of the zebra crossings, widening pavements where possible, and 
add to that the stricter controls on parking and deliveries on Victoria Street. 
But my preference is leave Holmfirth as it is, and put the pedestrian first.  
Holmfirth is a Conservation town. It deserves more consideration for its aesthetic merits and less 
for traffic flow experimentation.  
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Please be aware of the impact upon young children walking to the nearby Nabb Junior School. The 
increase of flow of traffic around Rocher Road will be potentially very dangerous indeed. The paths 
up Rocher are not the best at present but these plans will make the situation worse. The flow of 
traffic from the proposed mini roundabout in the direction of Hollowgate will be a danger to our 
youngsters in the local community. 

Travelling through Holmfirth centre is not a particular problem at the moment.  There can be 
hiccups at times, but this is usually when vehicles are parked on Victoria Street for loading or 
popping into the shops.  If this were restricted it would help.  The lights at Victoria St. could be 
improved.  Generally I think there has been an increase in HGVs and the proposed scheme is likely 
to increase this further along with other through traffic using Holmfirth as a pennine link.   It would 
help to restrict HGVs to before 8am and after 8pm and introduce a weight limit for Hollowgate 
overall. The proposals are not of benefit to Holmfirth residents and businesses but just makes it 
easier for traffic to use Holmfirth as a link road which is likely to increase traffic overall. 
    

I think that building a new road is possibly not the answer. Is there not a way to use Bridge Lane as 
part of a one way system? I know the loop is a little larger than the proposed changes but it would 
only need widening a little to make this feasible. Has this option been considered? Perhaps then 
the whole of Hollowgate could be pedestrianised (perhaps with electronic bollards that can be sunk 
for deliveries and emergency vehicles). 
I think building a new road will only encourage more traffic to travel through the centre of the 
village. We shouldn’t be making it easier to drive anywhere. Cars ARE the problem. Why not think 
of ways to reduce car usage rather than make more space for them? It’s a longer lasting solution 
that is better for the health of all residents and the world at large.  
Also, in terms of business, there are hundreds of case studies and planning projects that have 
proved pedestrianising streets leads to higher footfall and profits for small local businesses. If you 
can’t find the information please do not hesitate to get in touch and I can help you find them. 
 
I think it’s great that you have realised there is a congestion problem but the solution is a bit out of 
date. It would be nice to see some out of the box thinking. Ie thinking based on the future (and not 
just the foreseeable). A plan that takes into account; global warming and rising levels of obesity and 
the recent study that shows car fumes are more harmful than smoking cigarettes. 
I realise this will be classed (and most likely dismissed) as a vague response to a very detailed 
plan. But I honestly think just adding another road to the network is not a long term, thoughtful or 
forward thinking solution. 

The main problem is the amount of traffic going through Holmfirth and the size of the vehicles. I see 
huge lorries mount the pavement outside the photo shop/Nora Batty’s tea room on a daily basis. 
This plan will not reduce the number of cars driving through the centre... it will make them quicker 
but would it not be better to try and reduce the number of cars?  

I’m confused. How will building more roads make Holmfirth a nicer village? It looks like you are 
turning it into a ring road. If it’s cars you care about why not just bulldoze the whole place and build 
a multi story car park and a flyover. 

Traffic lights are problem they change too quick . 
Pedestrian crossing needs to be a pelican crossing to coincide with light changes 

I feel strongly that this scheme has been designed to improve traffic flow (and therefore cope and 
encourage higher traffic levels). This is being done  therefore to aid traffic flow not enhance the 
town or do what is best for its businesses or residents. 
Yes Traffic can be busy at certain times but so can all towns. 
There are specific problems when surrounding roads are closed (woodhead pass) but this again 
shows that Holmfirth should not be made a cut through for the moterways. 

Many people from the HD8 area use Holmfirth as their town centre for shopping etc instead of 
going into Huddersfield. Better public transport from Holmfirth to HD8 would make a huge 
difference on the amount of traffic.  

I think it will make the situation worse, with more trucks coming through which and will also mean 
there’s less parking in an already limited village  
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Waste of money 
 
Will cause more congestion  
 
Less parking which is already a struggle 

Concerned about the HGV traffic through Holmfirth and the footfall especially in the summer. Will 
this encourage more traffic through Holmfirth? 

As a tourist town we need to consider the walkers, young families and businesses and having huge 
trucks rubbing wild through the town centre is not ideal. 

Use the money to pedestrianise and regenerate the town  

This is unnecessary.  There are many areas of hudds with far far worse problems.  driving and 
parking is not zn issue at present. I feel you would be removing the character and quirkiness which 
is why people visit. Please dont! 

Holmfirth had so far managed to avoid the ugly alterations of many Huddersfield areas, I'm 
concerned the new road will forever change the unique character of the town. So much is still 
original around Hollowgate there is no going back once altered.  

I would have liked to have seen an assessment of how the overall traffic flow will be affected. Will 
more, less or the same traffic flow through the town? 

I personally do not think the building of the new road to Hollowgate will help the situation. It also 
means losing a car park - we need more parking not less due to so many houses being built in the 
area. Hollowgate should be a 1 way street. I'm not sure a roundabout would be possible as buses 
turning right at the bottom of Dunford road to the bus station would drive over it. The yellow box 
works. 
 Parking on Victoria street should be removed. 
Lorries coming through Holmfirth is the main problem especially when there is an accident on the 
motorway - it would be wonderful if they could be banned  

I totally disagree with having to knock buildings/businesses down which have been there for years, 
they are what make Holmfirth  

Plans should be made to alleviate traffic use through the centre rather than facilitate it. Particularly 
in the case of heavy good vehicles which are too big for the town causing problems for pedestrians 
(using footpath outside Ashley Jackson is a bit hairy for pedestrians if an artic is turning) and for 
residents as all day and night goods vehicles go past our house so it is noisy and difficult to cross 
roads. We live on Greenfield Road. 

Your plans will impact negatively on the character of the village  

Cycling is very popular in Holmfirth and no consideration to improve cycling safety has been made. 
Children could cycle safely to school with designated paths, therefore getting cars off the roads. 
The main congestion occurs around school times. 

This will not stop the issue are you going to put weight restrictions on the route as it’s not the 
existing route which is the issue it’s HGV that block and cause congestion which is not that bad 
anyway. Leave the heritage of our town alone please 

I don't believe that congestion in the town centre is a huge problem. The only time it is sometimes 
an issue is if there has been an accident on the motorway and people need to find a diversion. On 
occasions when the traffic lights are out in the town centre I do feel the roads are much clearer and 
no congestion at all! How about taking a leaf out of the book of some of the towns in the 
Netherlands and get rid of the traffic lights all together? Install zebra crossings instead to make safe 
for pedestrian use. 

No parking on Victoria St,possibly traffic lights at Dunford Rd,Victoria St jct,smarten the market hall 
up. 

I travel up and down Rotcher Road as I live at Cartworth Moor.  I am very worried about how traffic 
will be able to come down Rotcher Road and join into the flow going left.  It is not possible to turn 
left easily and if traffic is moving faster it will only make it more difficult.  Many pedestrians need 
access to Rotcher Road for the nursery/school and more houses are being developed in the area 
all the time (Washpit Mills is quite a large development for this rural area).  This will impact on the 
number of vehicles travelling up and down both Dunford Road and Rotcher Road.  I have lived in 
this area all my life and the congestion and traffic just gets worse each year.  What about when 
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there is a problem on Woodhead Pass - Holmfirth is used as a diversion and it just cannot cope 
with large lorries and high volume of cars. 

Your preferred option is the best one. 

What is the point of destroying half of Hollowgate one of the most pleasant streets in Homfirth, 
often used and enjoyed by pedestrians during festivals etc., just to encouragew more HGVs to use 
holmfirth as part of a rat run between Yorkshire and Lancashire. Invest in the Market a potential 
asset do not demolish it.  

I am a resident of Holmfirth for over 10 years - from the proposed preferred option I have a number 
of concerns - 
 
1. Your proposal seems focussed on the fast movement of through traffic via Hollowgate.  My 
understanding is, from research I have read, that when a new road is built new traffic will be 
created and divert onto it.  This is effect is known as 'induced traffic'.  The proposal therefore will 
encourage more traffic, larger vehicles, lorries and trucks to use Holmfirth as an alternative route. 
Such traffic would be encouraged to use Holmfirth as an alternative route whilst bringing no 
positives to the town itself, making Holmfirth a junction rather than a destination, bringing mainly 
negatives, increased volume of through road users, increased pollution and faster speeds.   
 
2. The proposed plan does not take account of Rotcher Road, ease of access to and from it.  There 
is no facility on the proposed plan to control access to and from Rotcher Road.   
 
3. Rotcher Road is the main point of access to Holmfirth Junior, Infant and Nursery School for 
approximately 230 children aged 3-11 years old.  The proposed plan has no safe crossing point for 
children to access Rotcher Road at the junction with Hollowgate, Children and parents have to 
negotiate a road that under this plan is to support continually flowing traffic, rather than pedestrian 
safety. Access for the school/pupils to engage with the community of Holmfirth, as part of National 
Curriculum requirements and the schools own individual locally based projects, will be affected by 
additional safety considerations and concerns as the proposed plan will encourage and enable a 
greater volume of continually flowing traffic, which the school children will have to navigate.   
 
4. It appears that the proposed plan is very much focussed on through flow access for traffic - I feel 
that the needs and safety of pedestrians, business owners, visitors and residents in Holmfirth are 
secondary to this main aim.  A proposal that seeks to encourage fast moving, continual vehicle 
traffic, some very large, down an already narrow street seems to have scant regard for the safety of 
pedestrians, the residents of Holmfirth and the businesses that occupy Hollowgate. 

This plan would take away the charm of Holmfirth. It is wrong to prioritise traffic movement over the 
beauty of a traditional village. If the Woodhead pass is blocked,why should lorries be allowed here 
rather than using more suitable diversions? 
I think only lorries etc delivering goods to Holmfirth should be allowed through.  
The lights were ‘improved’ a few years ago and the timings were changed. This is what causes the 
queues. If the old light sequences were used, there would be shorter queues. Much greater traffic 
congestion occurs elsewhere,eg Weston Bank in Sheffield. In the modern age we have to accept 
some holdups. 
Adjust the lights sequence and save yourselves millions of pounds! 

I have attended a meeting in the Civic Hall and discussed the proposals. 
I am concerned that building a new major road through the site if the market hall will effectively cut 
the town in two and alter it's character considerably. There are some positive aspects to the 
proposal but I think it goes too far.  

Why can you not put extra traffic lights especially at the end of Dunford Road/B6106. If the traffic 
lights are synchronised  it would give every driver the same opportunity at getting through. At the 
moment the traffic lights at Victoria Street/A6024 sometimes only let a couple of cars through. 
In my opinion a mini roundabout would not work with the very  large lorries and buses having to use 
it. Mini roundabouts are far more dangerous than traffic lights in my opinion. 
If you get all the traffic lights working together, there would be no need to spend a lot of money on a 
link road. Holmfirth needs all the car parks it has got now, we do not want to lose any at all.  
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Whenever the traffic lights in Victoria Street aren't working (I've witnessed this on 3-5 occasions) 
then there is no build up of traffic and the flow is great. I would therefore propose, before 
commencing these efforts to temporarily remove those lights to gauge the effect. 

This plan will be dangerous for the children attending Holmfirth JIN School as there is no way for 
them to cross from Hollowgate to Rotcher Road.  Totally wrong and potentially dangerous - think 
again! 

When coming through Holmfirth on a daily basis, it's okay at 8 am unless the bypass to Manchester 
is closed or has an accident and then the lorries and buses clog up the roads.  A one way system 
will allow traffic to flow, without blockage due to there not being enough space to pass lorries and 
buses to get down Victoria Street. 

I do not want to see the centre of Holmfirth destroyed by this proposed scheme.  It is unique and it 
is that which gives it its charm.  
The scheme appears to be mainly focused on throughput of traffic, with very little in the way of 
environmental improvements for people who actually use the town. 
I would rather see a refurbishment of the market hall and turn it into a more useful space - besides 
an improved market it might offer a visitors centre, museum or performance venue - which would 
benefit local residents and business owners, as well as visitors. 

I feel they only divert the issue further along the route and will make hollowgate a rat run and 
difficult for Nabb parents and students.  

The scheme may encourage more heavy traffic to come through Holmfirth and ultimately cause 
more congestion. If a plan cannot be funded to divert traffic around rather than through the town it 
would probably be best not to change the present system. 

I am concerned about massive lorries using the very narrow part of Hollowgate. Dangerous for 
pedestrians & unpleasant for local residents & businesses. I would rather see lorries banned from 
our small towncentre.  

Dont think this will improve things for residents or business owners. Only encourage more traffic to 
use a rat run 

Advance warning signs of accidents over Woodhead and on the M62 to enable local traffic to use 
other roads and avoid Holmfirth, thereby easing congestion at these times..  Advance warning 
rather like the 'Snow' warning signs that are at the bottom of Victoria Street but far enough away to 
be effective. 
Completely stopping parking down Victoria Street.  Blue badge holders can park anywhere now, so 
do not need designated spaces. 
Making sure that the Traffic Warden monitors those who park partly on the pavement on Victoria 
Street while they 'pop into a shop'. 
Making use some of the Car parking area at the Police Station so that people can 'Park and Ride' 

I’m not sure that your aims are actually in line with the rest of Holmfirth. 
Also... what a ridiculous waste of public money to save 1minute off commuting times. 
- when the lights aren’t working the traffic flows freely. Perhaps the problem is the light cycles. 

Hollowgate is the oldest road in Holmfirth. It is fundamentally a small, characterful riverside route 
popular with pedestrians. It contains small specialist shops and businesses, including a bakers, an 
amazingly successful fish and chip shop, a busy barber shop, and a popular cafe. At its end is the 
old Elephant and Castle pub, recently updated and well patronised. Hollowgate is also a road that 
is used for community events - closed to traffic during our annual Arts Festival processions, regular 
food and drink fairs etc. It was shut to traffic during the Tour de France celebrations. At present, the 
road is small enough to be closed to traffic at such times and as such is an important asset for the 
community.  
In keeping with its age and charm, Hollowgate has the historic cobbled 'Goose Green' descending 
into it (in which, and off which, there are several old houses.) Hollowgate is important to Holmfirth's 
identity. Its character really needs conserving.  

Just think a little more about the school children using the bottom of rotcher road - needs a crossing 
at the bottom. 
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Do you propose to demolish the buildings on the north side of the Hollowgate one way system to 
widen the road? If the pavement is widened on the south side it will make the road very narrow. Ok 
for a 44 ton artic? Will the existing junction A6024/Victoria Street and new A6024/Market junction 
be light controlled plans not clear on this? Presumably you can drive straight ahead southbound to 
Holmbridge at the A6024/Victoria Street junction and do not have to turn right down Victoria Street 
and round Hollowgate etc? What is to stop trucks carrying on down Hollowgate and going over the 
bridge by Fairtrader shop? 

Start parking restrictions on arterial routes Dunford road /Greenfield Road New Mill Road..during 
commute times into the Town. 
Ban all parking at anytime on Victoria street. 
Ban all HGV vehicles from the Town during commute times. 
Knock down market to provide more parking to compensate for loss of on road parking. 
Ban HGVs from diverting off woodhead. 
Better control of pedestrians crossing streets in sync with Victoria st /Huddersfield Rd traffic lights 

You need to re-think doing this on the cheap and reconsider  your plans 
Better to do nothing then this poorly developed plan 

Traffic coming down rotcher road will have to do a hard u turn onto hollow gate.the road rotcher is 
very narrow at the bottom & only one car width which will hold up traffic wanting to proceed up 
rotcher, considering there is a junior school up this hill and is extremely busy  at school times plus 
normal resident traffic,l consider this a serious flaw in the plan for school traffic & residents using 
this road.                 Also Traffic coming down rotcher wishing to go up station road will have to do a 
large wasteful loop which l consider will only add to congestion  

Would it not be better to have a link road from new mill road down to Huddersfield road for the 
HGVs that would keep them from Victoria street  also no parking anywhere on Victoria street would 
help  removing one of the zebra crossings further along towards the post office would help 
pedestrians  

It is not the volume of traffic as such - which outside of rush hour often isn't an issue - but more the 
type of traffic that is problematic. Many of the roads in Holmfirth, particularly in the centre, were 
clearly never designed for HGVs, which cause far more problems than the volume of cars and 
other traffic. I prefer to walk than drive but as a pedestrian I often feel unsafe when I walk along 
Huddersfield Road (especially the area around Ashley Jackson Gallery and Bloc) due to HGVs 
overlapping or driving onto the pavement when negotiating the corner and cars having to mount the 
pavement or pull in sharply to let them pass, and on Dunford Road, Hollowgate and Rotcher Road 
for much the same reasons.  As a parent of an 11-year-old child who is just starting to become 
independent this is of particular concern and I honestly fear for her safety when she goes out to 
walk into Holmfirth.  What needs to be addressed first and foremost is a serious consideration of 
alternate routes to keep HGVs out of Holmfirth centre entirely unless they are specifically delivering 
to businesses or homes here.  Holmfirth is evidently used as a short cut and thoroughfare and its 
roads and layout were clearly never designed for this purpose.  The current proposals do next to 
nothing to address this.   

Please do not alter the physical roads and aesthetics of the town centre. We need to preserve not 
modernise. I moved to holmfirth from [redacted] 18 months ago. The congestion here in 
comparison is extremely low. Youre trying to fix a problem that barely exists without any regard for 
the historic value of Hollowgate. Holmfirth needs to work on attracting tourists and a roundabout is 
not going to achieve that. Leave it alone please. I would have no problem with the removal of 
parking spaces on Victoria st. There are only 4 or 5 very limited anyway and therefore impact is 
low.  
Thanks  
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Traffic volumes are known to increase to fill the available capacity of the roads.  Making traffic flow 
easier in the short term will only encourage the use of this route as an alternative route for travelling 
across the Pennines. 
 
The scheme fails to address the other pinch point in Holmfirth, the junction between the A6024 and 
A635. 
 
What is the capacity of the current road scheme, what is the capacity of the proposed scheme and 
how long will it be before that capacity is reached? 
 
Finally, The shops and restaurants to the west of Victoria street and to the east of the market hall 
will be in effect in the centre of a traffic island.  What is the predicted impact on the viability of these 
businesses if the scheme is implemented and the impact of pedestrian crossing on traffic flows to 
access these establishments.  

The objective is laudible - the over engineered highway solution is ridiculous. It will destroy the very 
thing it is purporting to protect - namely Holmfirth Town Centre. The shops and restaurants on the 
inside of Victoria Street, Hollowgate and the A6024 will effectively be in the middle of a roundabout. 
The scheme will destroy the core of the town. The heart of Holmfirth would be destroyed for the 
potentialy slight improvement in traffic flow. 

What will you do to make it safe to cross at Hollowgate for children attending Nabb with HGVS 
passing through? 
 
How will it bring people to Homfirth and support local business? 
 
What will replace the market hall for indoor space and events? 
 
The plan should be to ban HGV's and certain vehicles from passing through Holmfirth and for them 
to take more appropriate routes away from the town centre. 

It would be a shame to loose Hollowgate. 

This plan has a number of key problems and the none of the aims stated will be achieved with this 
scheme: aside from wider pavements on Victoria Street and some benches by the new roundabout, 
I fail to see what new urban realm or public space has been created let alone how it becomes a 
more attractive environment.  Effectively the new proposal creates a squareabout.  You must 
consult with local people and understand what we want from our town centre - we are not just a 
traffic junction and this proposal for a new road rips the heart out of Holmfirth.  I have a large 
number of concerns:  
- The lack of consideration of simpler options to alleviate what is limited congestion currently at 
peak times only 
- The safety of pedestrians in Hollowgate and particularly schoolchildren getting to school up 
Rotcher when all vehicles will be going along Hollowgate instead of only light traffic 
- The demolition and loss of the market hall, which is a public building which could still have a 
genuine use in the future 
- The lack of identified new location for the market 
- The loss of parking spaces allowing people to pop into the shops for a short time as currently the 
case on both Hollowgate and Victoria Street 
- The aesthetics of a new bridge built in the heart of a conservation area valued locally for heritage  
- The loss of ability to close Hollowgate for events, thereby undermining the viability of many 
festivals which are now a key attraction and economic generator for Holmfirth (Food & Drink, Folk, 
Arts etc) 
- The impact on local shops and businesses both during construction and once complete as more 
traffic drives through faster 
- The lack of consideration of access in and out of the Market Hall car park, Cooper Lane and 
Upperthong Lane onto the Huddersfield / Woodhead Road with the new junction from the new 
bridge causing large vehicles to swing out across the road and not providing a means of stopping 
the traffic (as with the current traffic lights) to allow a predictable and safe time to pull out of the 
three places mentioned above 
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- The creation of a roundabout near two pedestrian crossings potentially causing safety issues for 
those using them and confusion for road drivers as traffic backs up over the roundabout 
- The lack of consideration of residents and those driving up Rotcher Road to access their houses 
and school as they will be pulling out into heavier traffic and when waiting at the bottom for a space 
to drive up Rotcher, will block the traffic in Hollowgate and therefore in turn through the roundabout 
and therefore potentially cause gridlock.  At the moment, when cars are waiting in that situation, 
traffic can choose whether to continue towards Holmbridge via Victoria Street or Hollowgate 
depending on relative congestion levels. 
- The lack of access to shops between the Market Hall bridge and up towards the Greenfield Road 
as currently the end of Hollowgate is easy to cross due to limited and light traffic but once large 
vehicles use that way too, it will be far more difficult. 
- Large traffic pulling out of the new Market Hall Bridge will have to block the carriageway coming 
from Huddersfield direction as it pulls out and if there is any queue (not just from the lights but from 
someone turning into the market hall car park or the library car park), it will then block that main 
road. 
- The Woodhead Road has another pinchpoint outside Ashley Jacksons and we do not want to 
encourage more larger vehicles to drive through Holmfirth: the Woodhead Pass (A628) is being 
upgraded as part of the Northern Powerhouse programme and modern sat nav and other 
redirections should enable all large traffic / HGVs to utilise the A628 / A62 and M62: through traffic 
between Barnsley / Sheffield and Manchester should not use the A635 in the event of weather or 
traffic disruption.  It must be redirected to the main trunk routes. 

The majority of issues occur around Dunford road and going into the town centre, i do not see how 
this proposed changes with help to improve this situation. 

Hollowgate is a very useful resource for local amenities like Folk Festival, Arts Festival and Food 
Festival, all of which bring much needed visitors to our town, as well as being events that make 
Holmfirth a wonderful place to live.  The market hall is also very useful for all these occasions, and 
a place I use weekly to buy bread and vegetables.  Holmfirth is a market town, we have already lost 
our outdoor market to the Co-op car park, we do not want to loose another market to cars. 

All this plan does is move traffic from Victoria St onto Hollowgate. 
 
The worst congestion in Holmfirth is down Dunford Road.   If there are 2 large vehicles trying to 
pass each other, traffic grinds to a complete standstill.     Then at the bottom 
a mini roundabout will not help because Dunford Road traffic will always have to give way to New 
Mill traffic from the right.   So this does not solve anything at the bottom of Dunford Road where all 
the tailbacks occur.    Traffic from Cinderhill will also still have 
issues joining Dunford Road, which will always be at a standstill unless New Mill Road 
is empty. 

The access from bottom end of Dunford Road onto Hollowgate is not wide enough to take 
articulated wagons (think Plevin wagons) without demolishing the shops on the right hand side 
entering Hollowgate towards the Elephant and Castle pub.  
Without traffic lights how will the traffic turn right onto the A6024 at the junction with the new road.  
How will traffic coming along the A6024 towards Huddersfield turn down Victoria St at busy times 
without traffic lights.  

We accept that the nature of the geography of Holmfirth and the valley leads to congestion at times 
and we accept this. 
The major problem is when the Woodhead Pass shuts for weather or accidents. The congestion in 
HOlmfirth is then completely unacceptable, particularly with heavy lorries. 
We woud urge you to conisder this and to actively look at what Highways signage/electronics etc 
could be used to ensure that Homfirth cannot be used as a through route when Woodhead is 
closed. This would particularly apply to traffic coming down Dunford Road from the Hazelhead 
junction. 
The volume and sort of traffic that comes through when Woodhead is closed would have even 
more difficult negotiating the roundabout and turning than it already does. 

It would be a significant loss to lose the market hall. I cannot understand how the roundabout would 
work as this would still allow build up of travel. I am concerned regarding access to Nab school via 
Rotcher especially if large vehicles are to pass across it. Hallowgate is also not big enough for a 
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bypass and this lovely area with lovely local businesses would lose its character and appeal. I fail 
to understand how this plan is seen as a viable option?!  

I would like to raise my concerns and question various parts of the proposed Holmfirth 
improvement plan.  
 
1. Impact on Rotcher Road, school traffic, children crossing etc. As it stands this will cause 
significant problems and will be dangerous to young children and parents taking and collecting 
children as well as school activities when teachers walk young children through Holmfirth 
2. The turning circle required at the proposed bridge onto Huddersfield Rd will require a similar set 
up to the current lights at Victoria Street to allow lorries to turn. With the introduction of traffic lights 
to manage the turning this will create further bottlenecks of traffic on the flow from Greenfield Rd.  
3. There is also a further wide turning circle required opposite Worthington Browns where the road 
narrows (less than 35 yards to the proposed new turning). If at busy periods the road is blocked 
and lorries are trying to come through this will have further impact on all flow of traffic for all 
entering Holmfirth from the West. 
4. With traffic turning right through the proposed new route any cars in the existing car park next to 
market hall, will be significantly impacted given the increase flow of traffic 
5. By making these changes I am of the view it will only attract more traffic and not alleviating it 
creating further problems and destroying the appeal of a historic town centre in a conservation 
centre 
6. There will be significant impact to local businesses from which they may not be able to survive 
during both the build and beyond due to the positioning of the plan 
7. There are also environmental concerns. At a time when we are trying to lower carbon omissions 
the increasing the flow of traffic through the centre will only increase it.  
8. The actual reasoning behind this proposal - on the questionnaires and electric signs inviting 
comments it says ‘Holmfirth Improvements’. Whilst I am all behind improvements and investment 
the origins of the grant dictate that it can only be sourced if it improves traffic flow. This does not 
mean it has to demonstrate improvements for pedestrians, residents or businesses of Holmfirth. 
The scheme is misleading 
9. I am against the demolition of the Market centre. It is historical building and whilst it may be an 
expenditure now, what alternatives have been explored to utilise the space as a viable commercial 
venture either publically or privately? 
10. By changing Hollowgate and the market place you are removing one the key public hubs for the 
various attractions Holmfirth offers throughout the year e.g. folk Festival, food & drink festival 
Whilst I am all for investment and recognise the importance of improving the centre. I would 
question whether for a smaller localised investment the following improvements can be made which 
would have a significant impact on flow of traffic and would also benefit the local and tourist 
experience to Holmfirth 
1. Why can’t access to Hollowgate be restricted access, cobbled streets, width bollards etc. 
Encouraging a more pedestrianised area like they have on the continent 
2. Need to move the current Zebra crossings or even remove the one outside the butchers 
3. Remove parking and loading bays on Victoria street widen pavements maintain two way traffic 
4. Remove parking outside Barclays  
5. Improved parking facilities on Hollowgate 
6. Research better ways of maintaining & investing in the market hall 
7. Better phasing of the lights at Victoria Street 
In summary I do not support this scheme for the reasons outlines above. However I welcome more 
research and investment into ‘improving Holmfirth’ for everyone working with what we already have 
and with minimum impact on businesses, tourists and locals alike. 
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I don’t agree that by re-routing traffic along Hollowgate will enhance the environment for local 
businesses or residents / visitors. In my opinion the fact there will be an increase in HGV’s on 
Hollowgate will make the street less unnatractive, especially for pedestrians. Will there be weight 
restriction for vehicles coming through Holmfirth as Hollowgate is narrow? It could be difficult for 
arctics etc to turn right onto the new bridge and then right or left onto Woodhead Road. Has this 
scenario been modelled? 
 
Has traffic modelling been carried out for peak hours whilst traffic is queuing on A6024 back 
towards Greenfield Road? It will be difficult to turn right from the new bridge during this time which 
could result in queuing traffic on Hollowgate which would effectively prevent travel through the town 
centre.  
 
What is the arrangement for vehicles coming down Rotcher? Will they have to turn left down 
Hollowgate or right to the new roundabout? Either of these instances could be problematic. 

Does not appear to make any difference to the congestion, destroys the character of current town 
centre and removes a valuable community assett - namely the Market Hall. Very poorly designed 
scheme with no allowance made for the heritage of our town. 

Leave the built environment as it is. The current transport links are fine. 

Dunford Road needs attention 

Don’t agree with loosing the historic hollow gate as it is part of Holmfirths character.  
Scheme only benefits commuters not Holmfirth itself 

Disagree with the use of Hollogate as a main route through holmfirth 

Status quo. These proposed alterations will ruin the charm and appeal of the Town. 

For the disruption and cost the scheme is of limited benefit. On that basis it presents poor value to 
the taxpayer.  

This is a most Inconsidered plan, you have not considered, the impact on the school up Rocher 
Road, you have not taken traffic out of the centre of Holmfirth. 
The cheaper better and more obvious plan would be to make Victoria street one way (down) and 
put in a new bridge and road over the river from Station Road to  
to link up to School Street and on to Huddersfield Road. No need for any demolition. 

I think that it is good the council is considering this work.  I think it would be good to concentrate on 
some of the tourist elements in Holmfirth.  A lot of cyclists pass through Holmfirth and the cycle 
parks don't feel adequate.  There is only the Coop cycle park currently which doesn't feel safe if 
you have a nice bike.  It would be better in the centre.   
We need more support for our festivals and events to make sure these are safe for families, so 
modern (with waiting times displayed) pedestrian crossings rather than zebra crossings on Victoria 
Street and Towngate. 

Try moving the Zebra crossings - they cause hold ups at the traffic lights when traffic backs up. 
Alternatively use Pelican crossings with their lights linked to the traffic lights on A6024. 
Paint double yellow lines the full length of Victoria Street. 

Only use large buses ( double and single deck ) between Huddersfield and Holmfirth. Use mini-
buses (  electric if possible )  between Holmfirth Bus Station and outlying villages to reduce 
pollution. These could use narrower roads such as Hollowgate and reduce traffic along Victoria 
Street.  

The scheme clearly doesn’t account for cyclists. Holmfirth and the surrounding areas are a haven 
for cyclists. The new plan will deter them coming into Holmfirth and this will effect the local 
economy. If he scheme suggests a reduction in the so called congestion, it will only encourage 
more traffic, in particular lorries. The town centre streets were not designed for very large vehicles. 
The scheme will also destroy the quaintness if the town and again deter tourists, thus reducing our 
economy as mentioned before. Also, it will affect Hollowgate which won’t be able to be used for our 
local festivals, which will destroy the town’s charm and magnetism. Holmfirth should NOT be 
considered a ‘roundabout’ just to ease traffic. It will makes things worse, when it really isn’t that 
bad. I also feel that lorries and large vehicles should be banned or pay a toll. Please don’t destroy 
our town. And the market hall should remain and be used more, as it is for our festivals.  
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I don't consider congestion to be an issue. I think the proposed plan will actually cause congestion 
particularly for access to Holmfirth Junior and Infants School (Nabb) at the bottom of Hollowgate. 
Hollowgate is one of the landmark streets in Holmfirth particularly used for festivals such as the folk 
festival and food and drink festival both of which bring visitors and revenue into the region and put 
Holmfirth on the map as a place to visit and a place of interest. 

The first step should be to explore the nature of the problem(s) then develop a range of solutions 
for consideration and only then propose major changes if less interventionist approaches do not 
work. 

There are many other less destructive ways of addressing traffic congestion in the town centre 
which would open up the space for far more constructive public use and lead to the continued 
development of Holmfirth as a thriving, vital, viable and vibrant high street.  This is a missed 
opportunity.  Kirklees could and still can gain alot of kudos by approaching this 'problem' from a 
different place. 

there is aschool just up the road hgv wagons will run on hollagate this not wide enough for  hgvs 
and pedestrians plus you are knocking the market down in amarket town  

I think Hollowgate is too narrow for the proposed traffic.  It is frequently used by children on their 
way to school.  

I would prefer to see Hollowgate pedestrianised and it's cultural heritage celebrated. Welcome new 
businesses to the market. Plant trees/wildflowers along the road - not increase traffic along it. 
 
I would like you to consider banning HGVs coming through Holmfirth. It is them that cause 
congestion as they use Holmfirth as a shortcut. 

The 'preferred option' will not solve the problems, only re-arrange them (akin to moving deckchairs 
about on the Titanic). There's too narrow focus only on the bottleneck just at the centre - need to 
look at the 'bigger picture' and its causes. 
Travelling through is busy at busy times - where isn't? Timing is everything. 

Holmfirth is a beautiful town, traffic only occurs WHEN there is a accident on motorway or local 
events like the folk festival or food festival, these in my opinion are only a few events that happen in 
the year not enough for all this new road works! Seeing the traffic every day I think the main issue 
is the zebra crossings at the bottom of Victoria street and also yellow lines should be put down 
there too! These I think should be trailed first before putting extra roads in!  
Absolutely disgusted that such plans are put in place for such a beautiful village! 

*Hollowgate is too narrow for the certain increase in road use by large lorries. 
*Demolishing the market to facilitate right and left turning traffic will not work because of the road 
width both in and out of Holmfirth. 
*Construction of a roundabout at the bottom of Victoria Street will make the town inaccessible for 
pedestrians. 
*traffic driving down Rocher onto Hollowgate ( particularly at the beginning and end of the school 
day will find it impossible to join the through traffic, as well as the certain danger to pedestrians, in 
particular children  

Improving traffic flow will benefit those passing through. The removal of the free short stay parking 
will be bad for local businesses. The improved traffic flow will increase volume. Holmfirth only gets 
bad when woodhead pass is closed or when vehicles are parked on Victoria street.  

I agree that traffic flow will improve.  
The last thing we need though is more traffic, inevitably it mean faster moving traffic and a greater 
volume with less parking. All to save a couple of minutes at busy times.  

Scrap it  

The plan is simply going to push traffic up Dunford Road, as vehicles coming down Dunford Road 
will not be able to pull out because of the traffic coming from the right. 
 
This plan is not going to make any difference when the Woodhead Pass/M62 are closed - lorries 
will still come through Holmfirth and will not be able to traverse the mini roundabout.  
 
This plan will destroy every single business on Hollowgate. 
 
I do not consider that congestion in Holmfirth is an issue - look at the traffic everywhere else. When 
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there is congestion in the town centre, it is due to the zebra crossing at the bottom of Victoria 
Street. If this crossing were controlled by lights so that it doesn’t interfere with the flow of traffic, the 
situation would be vastly improved.  

As a business owner on Hollowgate I am very concerned as to the future of trading in this area . 

Please provide a much larger pedestrianised zone. Please provide cycle routes through the town 
centre. Please do NOT knock down the market - it can be a fantastic resource. Please get rid of 
Lodge's and use that as a route through Holmfirth past the post office and bus station. 

The number of schoolchildren and parents from Nabb school who will have to run the gauntlet of 
increased traffic along Hollowgate.  
How, when you have torn the heart out of Holmfirth, will events such as the Folk Festival and Food 
and Drink Festival continue. 

The congestion issues are mainly related to the traffic lights not letting enough vehicles through. 
Another issue is hgv's when there are problems with the stocksbridge bypass or A628. 

Section 10 Market Location. Evidence needs to be provided by the council to confirm what is meant 
by it is not financially viable. We need to keep the market and not push the responsibility on others 
to find a new location elsewhere in the town. It is an important asset to the town and a high priority 
needs to be placed upon it by the council to keep it going. It is not acceptable for the council to 
remove the market under this proposal, if it has been supporting it previously without any concerns 
financially. 

The proposed plan increases traffic through Holmfirth, instead of reducing it. The proposed 
changes would spoil Holmfirth character and hinder pedestrians. Changing Hollowgate into a main 
through road would degrade this quirky and characterful part of town. They would also make 
walking in Holmfirth Centre more dangerous and getting to the NAB school more difficult. 
The alternative with a linking road behind the postoffice would be much more suitable -  
this part of town thanks to bus station is already traffic-related. Hollowgate on other hand is a tourist 
attraction (herons and dippers in the middle of the town, quirky houses etc) and should become 
access-only or one way.  
Also, what is missing now is a clear system of markings and visibility in the centre and enforcement 
of existing rules. Hollowgate is barely passable on some days with vehicles parked on yellow lines. 
Rotcher road has very reduced visibility and with cars stopping at its bottom is also difficult to 
manoeuvre (a road mirror would possibly help).  
Holmfirth should aim at growing its pedestrian space and cycling infrastructure, not at becoming a 
drive-through place. 

Why has the option of upgrading Bridge Street as a town centre bypass not been -
considered/presented? 
 
Has closing the bus station car park being considered, as this generates unecessary traffic into the 
centre, which often circulates and adds to congestion?  
 
Will the plans for Hollowgate mean knocking down the market and/or any other buildings? There's 
an FAQ that says will any land be required for this scheme but the answer just says no houses are 
needed. This makes it look like you're hiding something.  
 
Why have you not shared the results of the traffic surveys you did? Did these not show how many 
cars go to the car parks and how many go through Holmfirth? 
 
Wouldn't a mini roundabout in the town centre be dangerous for pedestrians? 

This seems to be about getting traffic through Holmfirth not about making Holmfirth a safer and 
more pleasant place to live or visit. Hollowgate is a community resource folk and food festivals. 
This would make it impossible to hold events down there.  

Holmfirth is admired by people from all over the world leave it as it is 

The phrase "all road users" must, by definition, include cyclists. However, there is no provision at 
all for cyclists in these plans. In this day and age, particularly in an area that attracts cyclists (and 
has had the Tour de France / Tour de Yorkshire through it), this is unacceptable. West Yorkshire 
Combined Authority's own corporate plan includes as one of its long-term ambitions: "Increased 
trips by ..... cycling". 
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somehow building a bypass that goes around holmfirth 

Eliminate parking in Victoria Street 

This is a proposal to destroy Holmfirth. It does not answer the basic questions of why the town 
suffers from excess traffic -- eg., why do so many HGVs come through, where do they come from 
and has any consideration been given to work that would obviate the need for them to use this 
route? 

I would like to to consider the safety of pedestrians and especially school children in any of your 
proposals. Sending all Manchester and Huddersfield bound traffic via Hollowgate with its narrow 
pavements is extremely dangerous given the size of some of the lorries that routinely come through 
Holmfirth.  
There should also be sensitivity to the heritage of Holmfirth and what makes it special especially 
given the number of tourists that are attracted to the area. Hollowgate is used to stage many of the 
Holmfirth festivals, along with the market hall and I have seen no viable alternative options if these 
can be no longer used.   

The improvements proposed will make Bridge Lane more of a "rat run" than it is already. An 
improvement would be to make Bridge Lane one way only (going down towards the fire 
station/adult education centre).  

The plan to use Hollowgate will mean that an historic part of Holmfirth will be ruined. It is often used 
for community events and closed to traffic for these events which creates atmosphere. 

I would like to see improvement to the lights and removal of the zebra crossing to allow traffic to 
flow better. I would hate to see buildings removed in order to allow more traffic. Hollowgate should 
if anything become pedestrian to allow the businesses to thrive. 
Further to this i would like to see a speed camera on station and dunford road. People drive too 
fast. 

I feel that the changes and loss of building and character around Hollowgate is in no way made up 
for by this plan. I feel thr zebra crossings should be replaced with pedestrian crossings, that are 
better linked to the main traffic lights at victoria / huddersfield junction. Zebra crossings placed 
toward Bamforth building to slow traffic. There will still be congestion, with simple measures like 
this and to be frank, with the more radical changes being proposed. But these simple changes will 
help, without damaging any of the beautiful character of the Hollowgate area. 

Don't waste the money. 
What considorations have been given to pedestrians especially the children walking to and from 
school reduced speed limit would be a good idea. 20 MPH throughout the village centre. 

All the council need to do it sort the traffic lights out at the top of Victoria street , get them to work 
more efficient .  
The plan will have a message impact on Holmfirth centre . It is a historic town not a bypass . What 
will happen to events that use hollogate such as food festival and festival of the folk . There is a 
infants school close by and how will the traffic effect school traffic .  

No obvious benefit to these changes but they will cause major disruption over a long period 
impacting on business, schoolchildren, residents.  Hollowgate is a major contributor to tourism 
income and removing the ability to close for food festivals, music events and folk festivals is 
irreplaceable. The business.s  on Hollowgate will also be hugely impacted and majority will have to 
close down due to the proposed development and loss of custom and income.  

The proposals optimise limited space for change and all suggested improvements appear practical.  

Where traffic will be diverted to when the town centre roads are closed. There are already 
congestion problems in the outlying villages with narrow streets, too many cars and  on road 
parking. Netherthong is suffering, especially as there have been new houses built and a further 20+ 
are underway. This additional traffic is blocking the villages, then further obstructs Holmfirth itself.  

1 Absolutely something needs to be done. 
2 Without buying lots of land and creating a brand new route outside the centre, this seems pretty 
sensible. 

It all depends on the time of day. Roads could upgraded. There could be more trees but knocking 
down old buildings is not the future and not a good idea for a traditional market town. It is also a 
market town and the market is to be destroyed. A possible option could be a mini roundabout 
where the traffic lights are? I’m sure there are alternatives being proposed by residents which are 
better? 
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• After a post on Facebook from us was seen by 4,100 people, and counting, not a single reply has 
been in favour. 
• The people we have spoken to, almost every visitor to Holmfirth Market, has said they believe the 
consultation is a sham and that the decision has been made. 
• The scheme is already causing “planning blight” with KMC running down the market in 
anticipation of its demolition. Will any potential new business open in Holmfirth centre when this 
scheme is being planned? 

Spaces reserved for taxis in Victoria Street. Will there be 4 reserved spaces ONLY in the evening. 
This would be acceptable, but I would be worried about space being given over to sitting taxis 
during the day. Disabled parking would of course be fine, but loading/unloading should be kept to 
certain hours - and monitored. Large delivery lorries should not be acceptable in such a 
characteristic town.  

Maybe just change the timing on the traffic lights or make the Zebra crossing a normal pedestrian 
crossing 

Holmfirth is only busy at certain times of the day. Hollowgate is used a lot by school children,  & 
sending lots of traffic / lorries that way, is an accident waiting to happen.   

I travel every day through Holmfirth at different times. We do not need a by pass. Money could be 
spent elsewhere.  We have a beautiful village, please don't spoil it.  

All that needs to be done is one of the zebra crossing should be moved further down the street and 
the traffic lights need to let more cars through between changes.  

This scheme would encourage the existing traffic to have faster access to Holmfirth and it ignores 
the existing beauty of Holmfirth which should remain . The thought of the size of trucks being able 
to continue is frightening  
Have you considered that if you put a load and length restriction on vehicles part of your so called 
problem would be solved ( please don’t return that argument with Holmfirth is the only route ) the 
biggest offenders being Plevin. Another solution not uncommon to some towns is large delivery 
vehicles delivering after certain hours . Double yellows all down Victoria street - there is existing 
disabled parking elsewhere . It would be thoughtful if you considered all the festivals which 
currently use Holliwgate as you appear to have neglected that especially during your Civic 
consultations . As for the Market hall - why not make it look more appealing - drop your extortionate 
rates and lack of lambing around regular stalls and it would be full - another important place in 
Hilmfirth which you propose to bulldoze and have great big lorries thundering through . You could 
put double yellows down 1 side of Greenfield and create parking somewhere at a reasonable cost 
for those who work in Holmfirth  

There needs to be a wider strategy that addresses the continued commercial succces of the town 
and ensures an ongoing market. As we leave the EU we need to provide local farmers and artisans 
a route directly to the consumer  

Many buses and minibuses using the bus station travel twice through the most congested area as 
they come in and go out.  
Has there been liaison with bus providers to confirm that they are using the most efficient routes? 
Would it be possible to alleviate the pressure in the town centre by installing an alternative bus 
station and terminus  on Market Street for routes that serve the north side of the valley? This would 
bring passengers close to the supermarket and require only a short walk along the river path into 
the town centre. It would mean only the loss of a small number of parking spaces. 
How well useful would it be to work on reducing traffic coming through Holmfirth? For example, 
might a restriction be imposed at the junction of the b6106 Penistone Road with the A616 that 
allows access only for large vehicles? 

I think the plan does not solve problems,  it just creates new problems and is a waste of money. 

I disagree with the removal of buildings and the movement of pedestrian crossing points. 

There needs to be a diversion of traffic away from the centre in particular lorries etc as is often the 
case in older towns in Europe. This proposal is a 'cheap' approach that will not reduce traffic but 
simply move the problems to different parts of the town. 

1.major causes of severe episodes of obstruction in holm firth are issues on the woodhead pass 
causing diversion into holmfirth. 
2. backing up of traffic from Dunford road into the town centre due to the narrowness of the road 
not allowing lorries to pass will not be addressed by this scheme 
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I believe the work may encourage more heavy traffic and Dunford Road cannot cope with that. It 
will spoil the Holmfirth environment as a busy local shopping area, where you can also enjoy sitting 
and having a quiet coffee. 

The routing of all vehicles from Towngate and Dunford Road down Hollowgate particularly at the 
very narrow point just past Rotcher outside the takeaway (Atlantis) and the sandwich shop doesn't 
appear to be thought through, especially as the proposal seems to include improved pavements. 
This traffic includes large lorries an double decker buses.   

I think that the plans to build an additional crossing will only encourage additional heavy goods 
vehicles to use the route as a cut-through. It will spoil the town.  

I am concerned about hollow gate and the plans to remove the market and more traffic down this 
road. I have children at holmfirth junior and infants and am concerned about access and their ability 
to walk home safely. I also don’t want to lose hollow gate in regards to the festivals we have in our 
town.  

Why not put the new road through the former Lodges Supermarket building instead of the proposed 
route where the market is.  This would avoid the bottleneck formed by Hollowgate and get rid of an 
eyesore.  Ban vehicles over 7.5 tonnes (excluding buses) accessing Victoria Street to prevent them 
using Holmfirth as a rat run and this would drastically reduce congestion.  Finally remove the 
ridiculous zebra crossings that have done nothing since they were installed other than cause traffic 
jams. 

Hollowgate would be ruined as a place for festivals. It would be better to knock down Sainsbury's 
and have a road in front of the post office 

The proposals are short sighted and miss the importance of dealing with traffic congestion in the 
town from further away. Prevent HGVs for example getting anywhere near the centre by restricting 
access from further out.  
Deal with closures on the M62 or over the moors in a better way, than giving drivers the option of 
travelling through Holmfirth at these times.  

Paint double yellow lines along Victoria street and ban deliveries between the hours of 8am to 
10am and 4pm to 6pm.   THIS COULD BE DONE IMMEDIATELY. 
Remove one of the two Zebra Crossings (  possibly replace by one slightly higher up Dunford road 
)    THIS COULD ALSO BE CARRIED OUT IMMEDIATELY. 

While I know that congestion does irritate some people, I think this proposal is damaging to 
Holmfirth and unnecessary. I'm particularly concerned that the market hall will be demolished - and 
I am very concerned that Kirklees is not being more open about this. The market hall has been 
badly run by the council and is therefore underused. It is potentially hugely valuable to Holmfirth - 
but not if Kirklees Council stifles it as it has done for the last few years. We know that by improving 
traffic access we will end up with more, faster traffic. Why is that a good thing? 

I travel at rush hour and never considered the congestion to be a major issue more a slight 
inconvenience.  

I don't think the congestion is that bad. I don't think it justifies the expense. 
i drive through Holmfirth every day on the way to and from work during the rush hour and the 
biggest delay i have is about 5 minutes. 
 I also lived in Holmfirth for three years (I left about 2 years ago) and lived just off Hollowgate 
(Lower Mill Lane) and commuted from there every day for work. 
The only time there  is any issue with congestion is when someone parks on the double yellow 
lines outside Longleys for example, or inconsiderately on the corner at the bottom of Dunford Road. 
Enforcing parking regulations would go a long way to solving the  problems. 

I think the removal of the bottom pedestrian crossing and moving it on to hollow gate would 
improve traffic flow.also remove any parking down Victoria street. I think to lose the old baddeleys 
bus garage on hollow gate (market hall) would be a shame as local landmark. If not used as a 
market what about parking for Holmfirth shop  customers .kirklees would get revenue also. Also 
trying to get out of the car park onto the Huddersfield road is horrendous already turning right so 
that would be no good.it will force people on to newmill road and down back of the coop. 

The problem is we are a bottle neck for traffic from Manchester to m1 and other areas we need a 
bypass to take away the extra traffic away from the centre up on the bordhill away from Holmfirth. 
Any problems on woodhead or m62 and we get it. The flow would be fine if no parking on Victoria 
street was allowed and bottom crossing moved  
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This scheme will NOT create a more attractive environment for residents, businesses and visitors.  
It will destroy the heart of the town and the alterations to Hollowgate, in particular, will ruin the small 
businesses there.  The congestion on Victoria Street is usually due to parked vehicles and excess 
traffic. 
Easing traffic congestion will only lead to increased and faster traffic in the heart of Holmfirth and 
make pedestrian movement in the affected region more difficult and dangerous, especially for the 
many school children who use it.  We want less traffic in the town, not more. 
Efficiency and journey times may be improved for some people, e.g. heavy goods vehicles, but 
pedestrian use will be much more difficult. 
Access will not be improved.  At the moment all five major approach roads are lined with parked 
cars during the day, reducing the road width and delaying traffic. This will not change. 

Whilst this proposal will make Victoria Street less congested it will make travel around Holmfirth 
more difficult as access to this road has been reduced. The new bridge across from Hollowgate 
seems at first glance a good idea but how will large wagons ( and there are many of these) get onto 
the A6024 especially if they need to go in the Huddersfield direction - traffic on the A6024 is 
regularly queued back past where the new bridge comes across - do they also have to do a full 
circle to access Victoria St.for  deliveries? 

I am concerned about loss of parking spaces and also about how access to the car park next to the 
market hall will be affected. 
I am also concerned about safety for pedestrians on Hollowgate and moving from one part of the 
town to another. 
I think that better traffic flow always leads to more traffic, in particular more through traffic. 

I am really concerned about how these proposed developments would affect people wanting to 
walk to Holmfirth Junior and Infant School.  Hollowgate is already difficult for children wanting to 
cross to Rotcher, especially in the mornings and the new proposals do nothing to address this and 
are likely to make this worse.  Please could you consider how children will cross Hollowgate in the 
new proposals or the school will become inaccessible other than by car (which will worsen the 
traffic issues) 

I like the general proposal. I’d like pedestrian only space. I’d want to see easy access to shops in 
the centre of the square roundabout. I have concerns about lorries and trucks getting through 
easily. More parking would be ideal, perhaps park n ride. The current layout has pedestrian 
crossings that clog traffic flow and I’m not sure how you plan to improve that? Perhaps a footbridge 
or undercroft? 

Unlike the moaners, I fully support the scheme and do not see the problems other are raising. A 
crossing on hollowgate to allow school kids to get to rocher road would be a good idea 

 I agree that something must be done - Victoria Street is almost impassable at times due to the 
congestion. There's  awful queues for the lights, which puts me off driving n to centre to shop.  I go 
into the centre every Friday and weekends and it is cluttered with taxis at night. The town centre is 
heaving . However I don't think changing Hollowgate is the answer. 



 

89 | P a g e  
 

The key aims of the plan focuses on traffic flow to ‘reduce delay, improve delay for buses” Surely 
the safety of pedestrians should be paramount? Preserving the unique  character of Holmfirth 
should also be a priority.  In our view, the proposed project will involve maximum disruption with 
minimum benefit. Vehicle numbers are the problem and until these are reduced there will be no 
improvement 
1. How are people (shoppers, school children, visitors or residents, the disabled, the elderly, people 
with buggies) prioritised? 
2. How does the plan ensure that pedestrians are safe on the narrow pavements and  when 
crossing the road? If the traffic lights and pedestrian crossings are removed, how will pedestrians 
move around safely?  
3. How does the Plan reduce traffic passing through Holmfirth Town Centre?  
4. How does the Plan ensure that the character of Holmfirth is preserved  to be enjoyed by 
residents and visitors? 
5. What will be the impact of the proposed bridge on characterful Hollowgate? How would you use 
Hollowgate as a pedestrian or driver? What will be the impact on businesses? What will be the 
impact on Local Festivals such as Holmfirth Arts Festival, Food and Drink Festival and the Folk 
Festival who all use Hollowgate as a setting. 
6. Will the construction of a new bridge encourage more traffic through Holmfirth? 
7. What will be done about heavy articulated lorries coming through Holmfirth after the new road 
layout is completed? Will articulated lorries and buses be easily able to negotiate all of the new 
turnings without endangering pedestrians?  
8. How is school traffic, including those on foot, travelling to and from the Nab going to work at the 
bottom of Rotcher?  Will Rotcher have to be made one way? 
9. If the centre of Holmfirth becomes one big roundabout, how will this Plan achieve it’s aim to 
‘create a more attractive environment for residents, visitors and businesses’  
10. Has the Council considered knocking the old Lodges building down and taking a new road 
through there (instead of through Hollowgate and the Markey Hall)? This would seem to be a much 
more preferable route for the new road 
11. Could our problems be solved more easily and with less disruption? Could the money be   
better used to make Holmfirth a more attractive and pleasurable environment for residents and 
visitors    
12. SATNAV directions brings unnecessary traffic through Holmfirth eg from the M1 to Oldham  - 
how can this be stopped or the traffic rerouted? 
13. Why doesn’t the Council adopt strategies to lessen the number of vehicles, especially 
articulated lorries and large buses passing through the centre of Holmfirth?  
14. Has park and ride for visitors to Holmfirth been considered for peak times? Could residents 
have parking permits to allow the use of Holmfirth parks? 
15. Would a limit of the number on new housing developments in the Holme Valley help?  
16. Does the bus station and the mail depot have to be in the very centre of Holmfirth?   
17. Could the Council create footpaths and safe cycle ways to encourage more people to cycle or 
walk into and through Holmfirth? 
18. Has Kirklees considered these or other strategies to reduce the amount of traffic in the centre of 
Holmfirth? 

The traffic can be bad at times as a resident in the centre of Holmfirth, but this is usually at times 
such as festivals or if there is an accident generally the traffic flows freely. I believe it should be left 
as it is. 

I would like to see consideration of Victoria road pavements widened on one side (old HSBC side 
for example) as this is going to be a bar and Homfirth is desperate for outdoor seating areas.  
Widening the pavement significantly would allow for outdoor seating areas and possibly market 
space?  
This could be achieved on the current proposals but one large area would be more practical. 

Why would you want to change the square and hollowgate when the problem of congestion is 
caused by the nearby motorways when they're closed? Wouldn't the smarter resolution be to create 
a road around holmfirth where traffic can divert rather than knocking down treasured parts of 
Holmfirth and ruining everything it stands for.  
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Drivers coming into Holmfirth from the direct of New Mill/Dunford Road will get stuck at end of new 
bridge, with cars trying to get out of that intersection right next to a car park where cars will also be 
trying to get out, and no traffic control to allow them out. There is no crossing planned to get to the 
businesses on the side of Hollowgate opposite the market and it will be unpleasant to walk 
alongside the increased traffic, thereby discouraging patronage of those businesses. No safe 
crossing for children going up Rotcher to school. Blockage of cars coming out of Rotcher Rd. Will 
make it easier to pass through Holmfirth from Manchester or Huddersfield, whilst making it much 
more difficult to drive in and park from other directions. Will encourage more passers through and 
damage the feel of the village. 

In a couple of years the congestion will return to current levels, but with much increased air 
pollution. 

Many previous highways decisions within Kirklees have been unsuccessful and have not had any 
positive impact. Many examples have been against the teachings of the Highway Code and have a 
risk to personal safety. In Holmfirth alone recent highways decisions have had negative impact - 
zebra crossings, traffic signal sequencing etc 

We need a strategy to reduce traffic not to make it easier for traffic to use Holmfirth. 

It would be a major travesty if the town of Holmfirth were to be altered in anyway shape or form.  As 
a regular visitor to Holmfirth I know how important everything is to residents as well as myself not to 
make these ridiculous changes.  You would get absolutely no visitors at all and Holmfirth relies on 
visitors and tourists. 

Hollow gate is not suitable for heavy trucks, business will suffer. 

It might help achieve your aims but at the same time, it will destroy the essence of Holmfirth town 
centre and simply make it another Yorkshire town that busy traffic passes through. Congestion 
would be helped if the traffic lights were sequenced better!  

To introduce another road into Holmfirth would substantially reduce the attractiveness of the centre. 
It would also make the town more pedestrian unfriendly.  
It seems counter intuitive to increase traffic flow through a town when we are trying as a population 
to reduce traffic and exhaust fumes where people live and shop. 
Wider pavements is the only thing that would improve the lot of the pedestrian in Holmfirth.the  

The problem was created when you altered the Victoria Street/ A6024 junction and messed about 
with the traffic light timings. Congestion could be avoided by banning HGV traffic using Holmfirth as 
a short cut route to Manchester and vice versa and by changing the aforesaid junction back to how 
it used to be 

In my opinion it will increase conjestion & make it a far more dangerous for pedestrians. 
Hollowgate is not suitable for all the traffic even with a new bridge, turning right onto Huddersfield 
road would be impossible and cause further conjestion. The marketplace is an integral part of the 
'market town'. 
The Holmfirth Junior & Infant school have many small children who walk to & from school as it is 
difficult for cars, the proposal of  them spilling down onto a new roundabout would be lethal. 

Having been to the events I can only conclude that whoever put this together has never been to 
Holmfirth or has no interest whatsoever in the disastrous outcome the proposed shambles will 
cause. If Kirklees council were not so grossly irresponsible & had the sense to NOT build hundreds 
of new homes on pasture & greenbelt they could help reduce congestion themselves. It seems that 
not only are they content with ruining the surrounding countryside they are now looking to wreck 
Holmfirth itself. Clueless & totally disrespectful approach by a group of people who have no interest 
whatsoever in local communities & culture. Traffic could be far more easily controlled if traffic was 
slowed on the approaches to the town centre. There are no speed limit signs at all from New Mill 
towards the town as is the case from Upperthong also. Station Road & New Mill road are treated 
like a race track by all kinds of vehicles including HGV's. Its only a matter of time before a child 
walking to High School is killed by an out of control speeding vehicle. In order to slow traffic 
introduce average speed cameras set at 30mph & 20mph at school points, thus managing traffic 
flow by default. Rest assured before someone starts saying there's no budget the cameras would 
probably pay for themselves within the first month.It would also reduce the requirement of police 
sitting in speed traps in New Mill, I'm sure they can find something more constructive to be doing 
...? What is being proposed in Holmfirth is sure to wreck the heart of the town. Holmfirth is a market 
town & has been for hundreds of years so the idea focuses on knocking down the market hall & 
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putting HGV's through Hollowgate at the bottom of Rocher Road. Has anyone involved in this farce 
took the trouble to realise that Holmfirth Junior & Infants school is up Rocher needing access from 
Hollowgate. The proposals make that area becomes a certain deathtrap for children & parents. 
These plans are a disgrace and if this is the best that can be offered whoever came up with them is 
totally out of touch with the town & in the wrong job.  

By the admission of the planning representatives in the civic hall, no consideration has been given 
to the 'People' impact of these proposals.  
The proposal assumes Holmfirth to be primarily a thoroughfare for traffic when intact it is a village 
where we live. 
The current plans will attract more traffic and more HGV traffic when what we should be doing is re-
routing HGV onto the major roads and motorways. 
The suggested plans will not make life in Holmfirth better. We live, shop, work, attend schooldine, 
hold festivals and go to arts events. Plans should focus on making Holmfirth a better place to live 
by encouraging walking, cycling and using public transport. Making it easier for Heavy Goods 
Vehicles to thunder through the village is not helpful. 
Any plans should focus on better parking and banning lorries. 

Have you considered widening Victoria Street where it meets Hollowgate?  I would think it would be 
technically easy as it is just widening the bridge, and there would be no buildings affected except 
the disused bus shelter.  I think the roundabout could then be sited in the new wider bit thus 
created.  This would make it easier for cars coming from Rotcher and for large vehicles which might 
find it difficult to negotiate the roundabout as currently planned.  The current seating area/sculpture 
on the bridge could then be left as it is. 
 
I think the row of buildings (beauty parlour, sandwich shop and takeaway) should be demolished 
because there will be large wagons using Hollowgate and it's so narrow at that point.  There are 
plenty of empty properties in Holmfirth that they could relocate to. 

Much of the traffic passing through Holmfirth is passing through the town, the town is not the 
destination. The proposed "improvements" would only serve to make a route through Holmfirth 
more attractive to this type of traffic. Heavy lorries are directed towards the A635 as a route across 
the Pennines causing them to pass through Holmfirth which is not well suited to heavy goods 
vehicles. Could a weight limit be imposed on the A636 to remove it from sat nav as an option? 

Concern for the sandwich and beauty shop in Hollowgate as pedestrian access is already difficult. 
Suggest provision of footway and/or covering over river holm to rear of these businesses together 
with providing alternative access from the new provision to the rear of the businesses. Completely 
covering River Holme could also then provide a plaza where pedestrians can sit and walk in safety 
and also access the sandwich shop and beauty parlour  

The traffic problem is created by large articulated lorries coming through the town. 

Whilst the proposal may speed up traffic flow through the town, I feel this would be to the detriment 
of the character of the town and would create higher risks for pedestrians. Congestion in Holmfirth 
is only a problem when there is an incident or an event. Even then, delays are short.  

I think it would be a shame to destroy the market area.... Holmfirth is a quaint town and investment 
should be in improving the shopping area. 

The volume of traffic will increase if the flow is improved...Heavy traffic travelling along Hollowgate 
will not be conducive to a more attractive environment, not will it provide better access for 
businesses and residents. 
 
Dunford Road is already unsuitable for the volume and size of vehicles passing through. I'm 
unconvinced about any improvement in flow a mini roundabout will offer as the volume of traffic 
heading down Station Road at peak times is so high. 
 
Holmfirth will become a noisy, busy, polluted town as more traffic will pass through. 

This proposal is madness and a complete waste of money. It will kill holmfirth completely.  Parking 
restrictions and better traffic management is all that is necessary. 

In my opinion the new road as proposed by the Holmfirth group, i.e.going past the end of the bus 
stands and post office is a far better solution. 
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Holmfirth is a place for walking around it is of historic interest and therefore needs to be discovered 
"on foot" not in a car whizzing round a roundabout!! The intentions of your plan seem to be to kill 
the essence of Holmfirth. People are not being  considered only vehicles!! 

Please consider the revenue for the town that comes from the festivals, all of which rely on 
Hollowgate being closed to traffic. It is also important that parents feel it is safe for their children to 
walk to Holmfirth junior school via Hollowgate and Rotcher Rd. It is imperative for the future 
economy of Holmfirth that it retains it's charm to continue to bring the tourists in. There must be 
suitable and safe pedestrian access down Hollowgate. 

Already traffic uses Holmfirth to bypass the woodhead pass and M62 whenever they're congested. 
Any attempt do decrease delays is likely to be fully offset by additional traffic diverted through 
Holmfirth. By way of example, at peak hours heavy traffic comes down dunford road and seems to 
exit up greenfield rd. (and vice-versa).  

Holmfirth is a tourist town without the tourists a lot of businesses would fail. If the quirkiness of 
Holmfirth is changed  it won't draw in as many tourists surely if the traffic needs to run more 
smoothly a simple weight restriction on traffic and permits for business loading etc and take out the 
traffic lights at the top of Victoria street replace with a roundabout 

First of all I want to say that the quality of the diagram you have put on line is very poor. It is in 
places blurred and not entirely clear which way the arrows are pointing. 

No provision has been made by your own admission for cyclists. 
Hollowgate is not a suitable thoroughfare for the main road proposal, nor is the junction with 
Rotcher been given proper consideration. 

I don't think Hollowgate is wide enough for the size of lorries that regularly come through 
Holmfirth,particularly when the A628 is closed due to an accident etc. How are cars and foot traffic 
going to get from Rotcher onto Hollowgate if all traffic goes that way? I can't see lights (on the plan 
) at the top of the new road onto the A6024. Will there be any and if so won't it  just move the 
problem of congestion at the lights  along  the A 6024. 

There is already insufficient parking so I would not wish for any parking spaces to be lost.  To make 
it safer for pedestrians - the current pedestrian crossings are dangerous as drivers cannot always 
see people who are using them or waiting to use them, until they are already on the crossing.   

The proposed road bridge would destroy the character and uniqueness of Hollowgate/Holmfirth. 
Festivals are very important. 
The roundabut at the bottom of Victoria Street is a good idea, so is moving the crossing on 
Towngate, away from the bend 

1. Hollowgate in its present form is to narrow for HGVs and Buses  
2. Quarry lorries, Plevin, Transport logistics are the kind of vehicle that frequently cause problems 
the scheme would not help. 
3. HGVs should be banned from the route from New Mill road. 
4. Traffic coming to and from Rothcher would cause blockage to Hollowgate traffic flow this road 
should be closed. 
5.Traffic lights will be needed on the new road to enable a right turn due to the volume of traffic on 
the A6024! 
6. HGV traffic if not banned should be lstopped going to end of Hollowgate over existing bridge  
7. The new road will create a rat run using existing Hollowgate route over existing bridge. This 
should be closed 

hollow gate cannot possibly take volume of traffic with Trucks, HGV, and pedestrians , road far too 
narrow near kebab shop and bottom of Rotcher , what about school run to Nab School ,,,,,,, early in 
morning and again in afternoon, don’t think this has been thought out properly, certainly these 
plans are by someone who doesn’t live in the area , and doesn’t know the roads in holmfirth. 

Loss of Hollowgate for annual/traditional events is unacceptable; Hollowgate will be heavily used by 
traffic and businesses affected; the exit from the proposed bridge where the market is ontothe  
A6024 would involve traffic turning right to get to Huddersfield - this would be a busy junction, a 
point of standing traffic, and no traffic signals are proposed. (These would not help with congestion, 
either.) 

Hollowgate needs leaving alone for food festival and folk festival and other events. Historical 
character is a draw for tourists. 
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I am concerned that this scheme might increase traffic passing through Holmfirth and simply create 
new problems with traffic in other places such as Thongsbridge crossroads and New Mill junction. 
What environmental impact assessment has been completed and what alternative options have 
been considered (eg investing in improved public transport to and from Huddersfield and other 
towns in the valley)? 
As a disabled person I am pleased that the scheme includes disabled parking and wider footways. 
However information about waiting times for these bays and how they will be enforced would be 
appreciated. 
I would also like more clarity about the plans for the market. I currently use this every Saturday to 
buy my fruit and veg, bread and cheese. It is a fantastic community resource which needs to be 
protected. Before implementing this scheme the market needs to be found a suitable new home. 

Hollowgate becomes a major thoroughfare - and I see little in the plan to upgrade the junction by 
Oscars to cope.  

1. Has changing the timings of the traffic lights been looked into to try and relieve the congestion. 
For example at present if you are waiting on Victoria Street to turn onto Huddersfield Road (A6024) 
the lights are so quick only 4 cars go through at a time!! 
2. Has the option of the lights being changed for a small mini roundabout been considered? This 
would help the flow much better. 
3.Traffic from Rotcher and Cartworth Road would have to circumnavigate the whole of the one way 
system if they want to proceed up Dunford Road, adding much more time and pollution to a 
journey. 
4. Under section 10, why does the market have to be lost if all you are proposing on Hollowgate is 
to change the road to a one way flow from a two way flow? This is not logical and does not make 
sense. 
All or some of these options would help alleviate the problems that you appear to highlight. These 
options would also be worth trying as they would be cheaper. As we are still in a period of austerity, 
the Council could then use the surplus funds for other Highway issues. (not to mention potholes!) 
Your proposals for me at present as a resident of Cartworth Road, will make it more of a problem to 
get out of the town. 
If someone from planning can please answer these questions for me, this would be greatly 
appreciated. I can be contacted on [redacted]. 
Alternatively, if you would prefer me to make an appointment with a planning officer, then please do 
not hesitate to contact me. 
Many thanks.[redacted] 

Holmfirth is obviously a busy place as people like to visit ,to alter the roads will not solve any of the 
so called problems it will  will shut down many of the businesses as visitors will stay away . 

I think the current devised plan of flattening the market hall and putting a road there instead will 
work. 

Please don’t make it like the centre of Brighouse where the roundabouts have taken away the 
village centre appeal and style. Thanks.  

Remove the zebra crossings. Put the traffic lights on a timed control and the traffic problem will be 
eased hugely. Stop hgv using the village as a short cut when there is a problem on the motorways. 
No access signs placed at flouch, new mill and Lockwood. Problem solved. The proposed plan is 
way too invasive to the village and wholly unnecessary.  

There should be no change of roads this would not help congestion. Changes to the traffic light 
system at the top of Victoria Street on Huddersfield Rd 
Would help with traffic flow. 

The largest cause of any traffic in Holmfirth is lorries, get 3-4 together and that’s when things get 
bad, the focus should be on reducing or diverting lorries away from using the center of Holmfirth, 
safety of children should be the paramount focus on this decision, encouraging more lorries is NOT 
the answer. .  At the same time the market place area could be used to promote the area to attract 
visitors, maybe convert to a Museum of the Pennines focusing on the local area and environment, 
or reintroduce a more extensive farmers and craft market. 

Pedestrian crossings at bottom of Victoria Street and on New Mill Road. These cause great back 
up traffic problems and congestion. I feel they are too close together and should be linked to traffic 
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lights at top of Victoria Street where traffic access Victoria street turning both left & right from 
Huddersfield Road. 

The proposed development prioritises car users and will encourage more traffic through the centre 
of the town. I live on Dunford Road approx 1/4 mile from the centre using walking to the shops most 
days and my children have always walked to school (Holmfirth J I & N and the high school) the 
plans do not take into account children and parents walking up Rocher Road or crossing the bottom 
of Dunford Road. I also attend all the community events that use Hollowgate and the market as a 
communal space.  And today I visited the Thursday market to buy bread and veg as I do each 
week. The sense of community and places for us to use will be lost or drowned out by the increase 
in traffic.  

It will ruining the village and course more congestion its a very bad idea 

I think this proposal will ruin the beautiful town of Holmfirth, my mother is a business owner and I 
know this will severely be damaged by the disruption. Hollowgate is a beautiful street of Holmfirth 
which will all be affected! Strongly apposed to this scheme!  

How can heavy vehicles be kept out of Holmfith?  Traffic calming a possibilit? Double yellow lines 
on both sides of Victoria Street to prevent obstruction by sandwich shoppers?  
 
The scheme only considers how to encourage traffic to come through Holmfirth, it does not 
consider those of us who live here.  It will destroy the only attractive street we have - Hollowgate , 
and give us no venue for outdoor festivals and events.  The seating area has a fine view of a 
roundabout! 

I would like to understand if the improvements planned would result in more traffic coming through 
Holmfirth?  This is a small little town, with as you say, a road network not fit for some of the large 
articulated lorries traveling through Holmfirth.  Wouldn't it be simpler to place a restriction on the 
type of vehicles coming through.  Surely trucks such as these should be on the main network?   

1) Provision of parking to replace the parking being removed - parking in Holmfirth is limited 
enough. 
2) How those travelling to / from New Mill will be able to return to New Mill by road - they will have 
to travel along Huddersfield Road and then use Bridge Street to get to the New Mill Road, which 
has an awful junction; or travel further along and then turn through Thongsbridge - creating major 
traffic issues in / to Thongsbridge. 

Why don't you consider buying back the 'Riverside' (Lodges, as was), and take traffic around the 
centre, and across the river through the present Bus Station? You could pedestrianise Victoria 
street and greatly improve the health and wellbeing for residents and tourists alike by cutting noise 
and exhaust pollution levels. With a bit of imagination Holmfirth could be a really lovely destination 
for tourists and visitors if Victoria Street was made into a pleasant mixture of green space, 
shopping, restaurants and cafes (much like the centre of Hebden Bridge). As it is, your current 
plans will destoy the soul of Holmfirth and make it even more of a congested 'route through', as 
opposed to a desirable endpoint destination in itself.           

Victoria street at this moment of time only has  4 parking spaces, if we loss them all the businesses  
in Victoria street  will lose between £1500 to £2000 per week ,also for unloading this area should  
be on the bakery side of the street.Regarding the traffic lights and all the congestion ,surely the 
timing of the lights can be altered as we know that when the lights are out of action we do not get 
the tail backs of traffic 

Think about the businesses who the find it very difficult to trade already switch traffic lights off or 
sort them  out 

Stop parking up Victoria street, and at the bottom of Dunford Rd and tie the pedestrian crossings 
into the traffic lights.  This will help traffic flow more freely, be a fraction of the cost, and no 
disruption during implementation  

The traffic light timings at the top of Victoria Street seem to be one of the main issues, whenever 
they are out of action traffic flows much easier. 

Holmfirth's vibrancy and economic success is dependent on visitors and  residents being able to 
enjoy walking, cycling or using  disability scooters  to move around in a quiet, safe, attractive 
environment. Instead of taking  improving a traffic junction because there is money available at the 
moment we should devise a management  plan for our town incorporating heritage, environment, 
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tourism, business, and find funds to follow through on the community priorities  identified in our 
draft Neighbourhood Plan and specifically Holmfirth Conservation Areas.  

It will isolate the businesses at the far end of Hollowgate potentially causing job losses. 
pedestrians will e at risk on Hollogate 

I cannot see how the plans will make any material difference. The major problem is that Holmfirth is 
used as a cut through by much traffic including many articulated lorries and only reducing this 
through traffic will help. Dunford Road is in effect a single file Road due to parking yet more and 
more traffic is encouraged to use it and the counsil continues to pass planning permissions with no 
thought at all as to the increased effect on congestion.  

I am unable to see how the proposals would elevate the traffic. A radical approach is needed to 
elivste congestion, pollution and ease for access. The lorries must be stopped you cannot have 
articulated lorries comindbdown Dunford Road into 5be village, it is an accident waiting to happen. 
The lorries being removed would have a massive benefit to all the community, do this and most of 
the problems will be solved. To reiterate stop the lorries coming down from Dunford Road on 
infrastructure that was never nor should be in place for their movement to short cuts. 

It will substantially detract from the environment for residents, businesses and visitors 
 
Will not create better access as it will reduce accessibility for pedestrians om Hollowgate and with 
the proposed roundabout 

Allowing HGVs down Hollogate is a fatal accident against a pedestrian waiting to happen. The road 
is not wide enough, if a person falls from the pavement into the path of a HGV it would be fatal.  
Hollow gate should be one way (West only).  I commute to Liverpool and experience real 
congestion, not a 3 minute wait. Hollowgate could have a raised pavement above and parallel to 
the river to ensure pedestrian safety with it walled off on the river side. 
The statement of “something must be done” is not the case, the claims to the extent of the 
congestion border on conjecture....where is the substantiated and quantified evidence to support 
this claim?  

Hollowgate, a beautiful street in a conservation area, will lose its unique, quaint, quiet appeal.  
Many of Holmfirth's special events use Hollowgate as a central area for example, the food festival 
and the folk festival. These events are vital to the development of Holmfirth as a fantastic place to 
visit. 
The access to Rotcher will be severely disrupted. Given that the main primary school in central 
Holmfirth is located up Rotcher this lack of access will be dangerous as well as disruptive. Small 
children will be walking down Rotcher into a busy bus and lorry route. 

Hollowgate will get congested for those wishing to pass through from station road through to 
Upperthong lane side of the village.  

Not to ruin the original buildings and layout of the traditional town.  

The whole idea is ludicrous! There is no issue with traffic significant enough to take such drastic 
action. I use the centre during “rush hour” and find I get through with total ease. Who would destroy 
such a beautiful, ancient town centre for the sake of a couple of minutes to get through once/twice 
a day? It’s insane!  

The road where all the lorries and large vehicles are being sent is at the bottom of the hill where the 
school is so children going to/coming from school will be at risk constantly from these vehicles.  

I cannot believe you would consider sending buses and hgvs down Hollowgate. There is very little 
footpath and it is a busy school route involving  school childern walikng up Rotcher. Also it would 
mean another set of traffic lights to join Huddersfield Road  
This is absolute madness! I can’t imagine  
business owners on Hollowgate will be in favour of this scheme- it is not the answer. 

Most journeys we make through Holmfirth are at off peak times and unless unforeseen 
circumstances arise such as accidents or unanticipated roadworks, we don't have much problems 
getting through Holmfirth.  The main problem seems to be the amount of large HGV's that use the 
local roads and cause a blockage due to their size 
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Rather than focussing on the vehicles passing through Holmfirth and making this the issue, 
perhaps you might make the people central to the plan...? After all, we the people live, work and 
shop in this town. Personally, I do not see the need to destroy the centre (especially Hollowgate) to 
create a large roundabout...to cater for lorries and juggernauts...!! Surely large vehicles such as 
these should be discouraged from using Holmfirth as a “cut through’ to other destinations? Perhaps 
road signs pointing them to the Peniston and Flouch bypass? Rather than encouraging more large 
vehicles to destroy our lovely town. As someone once said...”build it and they will come...” Please 
do NOT build it!! 

Hollowgate will be destroyed by these plans. 
Instead of focussing on the traffic, perhaps you might consider a more people centric approach? 
Pedestrianise Hollowgate? Improve the market? Invest in the future.... 
Divert large lorries and juggernauts to the bypasses already available - Stocksbridge, Penistone, 
Flouch over Woodhead...! 

The priority needs to be in pedestrians. If you make Holmfirth convenient for road traffic it will just 
attract MORE road traffic and will strangle what life is left in the town centre.  

The proposal is devoid of merit and an utter waste of money. You should be looking at a Holmfirth 
by pass beginning from the A635  at Parkhead Lane. I m strongly against the proposal on several 
counts: 
 
1 The proposal makes matters worse on Hollowgate for pedestrians and school children. 
2 The loss of the market which in the Holmfirth Transition Town plan could have merited a greater 
use. 
3 A further reduction in parking in a town that desperately needs more. 
 
4 The proposal for a seating area and planting on Hollowgate/Victoria Street is absurd. The 
pollution level at this point is poor now and will be as bad if not worse under your proposals. 
5 The orientation and drive for the plan is purely from a traffic perspective. As you admit matters 
will be little different afterwards 
6 Currently shoppers who use the town are greatly inconvenienced by the traffic and nothing you 
are proposing will change that. 

Firstly I would like you to consider "Holmfirth" as a whole, not just with regard to congestion. I 
especially would like you to consider parking, which in my opinion is the main problem which needs 
addressing.I would also like you to consider the terrible effect you will have on Holmfirth businesses 
if this scheme goes ahead. 

1 Ensure that businesses are not affected 
2 Leave Hollowgate intact 
3 Rethink the use of the Market Hall as there is a strong suspicion that new traders have 
  not been encouraged to use in the Hall 
4 Any scheme should reflect that Holmfirth is a community/commercial centre NOT simply 
   a "passing through" place for commuters and trucks going from A to B with no other  
   interest than passing through as quickly as possible. 
5 Re-route traffic through Holmfirth to Honley and onto the Brockholes roads I 

Control of current taxi parking abuse could begin now as extreme measures would have to be 
taken if these plans are approved 

This scheme is likely to make the exiting of traffic from Rotcher Road more difficult as virtually all 
traffic that would have previously  been spilt between Hollowgate  and Victoria Street from Station 
Road and Dunford Road will now be turning into Hollowgate. School run traffic mornings and 
afternoons, already horrific, will be find it even more difficult to exit. this needs consideration. 

It would destroy the village turning into a roundabout speed way track, it would not.altwr the queues 
down Dunford rd, it would difficult to go shopping  to the town by the very significant reduction in 
parking that seems to have been ommited!!! Loss of the market hall so less facilities.  It would be 
awful. Deter traffic from dunford road would improve congestion and safety 
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I don't see how Hollowgate can possibly be a viable option. You are simply 'moving' a problem not 
solving it. 
 
I would suggest looking at traffic light timings, the roundabout is a reasonable idea and 
removing/relocating the crossings that are simply too close together  

I do not consider Hollowgate suitable for heavy traffic even with a new bridge. It is too narrow and it 
is likely to impact retail businesses on this street. Access from Rotcher will be more difficult if 
turning right, particularly at school start and end times. Use of Hollowgate will also destroy the 
character of the town which has a high dependency on tourism. We will also lose the market hall 
amenity.  This plan appears to have been built only with commuters and commercial vehicles 
travelling in mind & without consideration to residents. It would be better to do nothing at all than to 
ruin our town in this way. 

The historic and social value of a Hollowgate is grossly overlooked in the plan.  

Pedestrianise Hollowgate or at least have speed bumps. And abandon your poorly thought out 
project. 

More roads always encourage more traffic. Will the improved flow create faster moving cars? This 
isn't good for the town centre and pedestrians. Pedestrians will cross the road at the roundabout 
rather than walk up to the zebra crossing. 

No parking on Victoria Street, with the exception deliveries to local shops. 

Amending the timing of the traffic lights to flow with the traffic not against.  since the big digital 
board has been there asking people to comment on the congestion, I have never queued so much.  
Makes me wonder if the plan is to get commuters (not locals) to fill in the form for the changes just 
to make their commute a few minutes faster.  Naughty.  If these commuters weren't using our town 
as a rat run, we locals could travel much easier.  Making times quicker will only encourage more 
traffic which in turn will cause congestion putting us back at square one 

The proposed plan would result in loss of historic character, negative commercial impact, negative 
impact on community events,  
Why not just stop parking on Victoria street?  

The whole scheme appears so far fetched for what is simply not a major traffic/congestion issue, 
Like taking a sledge hammer to crack a nut. This is budget spending at its worse. Better traffic light 
timing/management would be just as effective and a lot cheaper.  

The proposal claims it will improve air quality. I strongly disagree with this. If the aim is to speed up 
traffic flow then it will attract more traffic into the centre and thus create more air pollution. You only 
have to look at what has happened to saltaire in the aire valley outside Bradford. The bypass 
through bingley has brought more traffic at a greater speed into saltaire and increased the 
congestion and reduced air quality. If the aim is to reduce congestion then improve the public 
transport or provide a park and ride scheme or better still imorove access into town along with 
better footpaths. Land was sold off to create another supermarket with no thought to the increase in 
traffic or congestion this would bring to the town. Yes it increases investment in the town but with 
no consideration to congestion and air pollution. Holmfirth is defined by it's landscape and the 
fantastic community seasonal events, do you seriously think this ridiculous scheme will help these. 
It will kill them off and rip the soul out of this community and we be home another soulless 
conurbation that kills off the high street and its small businesses to make way for bigger 
conglomerates and then even more traffic. Forget the scientific plans and think about what the 
public want and use the money for better purposes. 

Road Junction of Cooper Lane and Huddersfield Road.  It is only possible to pull out at busy times 
when the traffic light sequence is right.  Traffic from Manchester to Huddersfield will never have to 
stop in this proposal unless someone wants to use the pedestrian crossing.  Lots of residents + 
new development affected. 

No bridge and keep the heritage of Holmfirth. We do don't want fast flowing traffic here. 
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There is no reason for changing the highway network in Holmfirth. Doing so will 
just encourage more HGV traffic into our town. Holmfirth is known for attracting tourists, having 
festivals, allowing pedestrians to walk through the town and enjoy the shops and markets 
especially at the weekends in the summer. We should be doing everything possible to deter more 
traffic and indeed we should be encouraging more pedestrians, bikes and parking for locals and 
tourists. Your plan to change Holmfirth is totally misguided and l 
Informed. Making your proposed changes will damage the historical significance of our beautiful 
market town. Even contemplating taking away the market would be a disaster for our community. 
Please leave the road network alone. 

Scrap the whole thing- Hollowgate is too narrow for the huge lorries that travel through Holmfirth. 
When leaving the new bridge to turn left they are still going to have to move to the opposite 
carriageway causing congestion further along the valley.  
This will not benefit Holmfirth just kill it off. There is no thought for those parents that are walking 
with young children from Nabb school.  
Put a roundabout at the top of Victoria street instead of the traffic lights and stop any  parking on 
Victoria street during the day.  

As an 'access ' plan the scheme is 90% designed to speed up the traffic THROUGH Holmfirth. 
Reducing parking and encouraging through traffic will mske aholmfirth LESS  accessible. 
Just put the traffic lights back to how they used to be, with 2 phases instead of 3, would cost £100 
instead of £millions.. When the traffic lights are out completely we have no queues at all ! Any 
problems have started since they were changed to 3. Demolishing buildings so that HGVs can 
thunder through a historic market town is not being done in the interests of residents, so please 
stop pretending it is. Kirklees should do more to discourage such traffic (impose weight limit) not 
encourage it. Junctions such as Victoria St onto main Hudds Rd are unsuitable for HGVs. If you 
want to improve 'access' you should br looking at parking, speed limits, reducing through traffic.  

 Clearly passage of traffic through Holmfirth is a problem but I do not believe this  scheme  is the 
answer to that problem I believe there are two main issues  One being that of heavy goods vehicles 
and the other  being the volume of traffic passing through Holmfirth the latter being made up of 
residential , local, tourist, and through traffic on the way to Manchester . The very geographic make 
up of the Holme valley  makes it almost impossible to resolve this issue and whilst I understand  
The proposed scheme might be attractive in alleviating these problems I do believe ultimately that 
this scheme will only compound and already impossible situation.  And I urge you to explore other  
possible schemes that may discourage or incentivise the use of motor vehicles through Holmfirth  

No consideration for school children and traffic using Rotcher. 
No thought of pedestrians crossing Dunford Road 

There is no requirement to change the road system through the centre of Holmfirth. For 23.5 hours 
of every day the road network is perfectly capable of dealing with the volume of traffic. For the other 
half an hour a day at peak school times when traffic is at its highest volume, it still only takes a few 
minutes to pass through the centre. My parents have owned a business on Victoria Street for 
decades and making it easier to pass through the village will encourage fewer people to shop 
locally, destroying the high street. I have lived in this beautiful area for most of my 50 years and am 
amazed how many tourists we get bringing their economic prosperity to the area - this would cease 
if the character of Holmfirth were removed - the improvement are simply not needed. 

Appreciate things don’t stand still but a) ongoing housing development beyond Holmfirth continues 
to increase traffic flow through the town b) understand the most expensive plan discounted but 
don’t understand why it couldn’t have been revised to focus largely on a the new link road / town 
centre bypass behind the post office and scrap the route through the Market Hall. 

The only time congestion becomes an issue is down to cars parking illegally or accidents. Improve 
off street parking to help. 

I hope all the negative comments about the scheme don't stop it happening as I support the 
proposals 

The proposals favour passing traffic rather than the community that live in and around the valley 
and the businesses in Holmfirth.. With the technology we have today it ought to be possible to 
dissuade large vehicles from using a route through the centre of Holmfirth and limit access on 
some if not all times. To carve up Holmfirth with widening roads and huge roundabouts would be a 
travesty. Removing short stay parking from Hollowgate and Victoria Street would affect businesses 
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as people stopping by for quick purchases such as sandwiches, banking, other items etc ie fish n 
chips .. would be discouraged. The community feel would be affected. I believe The town would not 
be as attractive or ‘friendly’ to tourists.  

The scheme is highly flawed and given the lack of traffic lights at the market will see congestion 
build back into Holmfirth. The lack of parking and removal of what little is available will destroy the 
local economy. The proposed scheme takes no account of pedestrians as evidenced by the lack of 
crossings at Rocher for Nabb school. I am aware that the planners did not even know there was a 
school in that location!  
The scheme will add no value, will result in significant disruption to build and destroy our tourist 
industry and the heart of the town.  
I would ask that the current plans are shelved - whilst there is some congestion the disruption is 
minimal - the scheme will create more problems than it solves.  

Extra parking bays 

Taking HGV's along Hollowgate is insanity, when an accident happens not if, who will be held 
responsible. I feel that far too many HGV's eg Plevin wagons  use Holmfirth as a regular route, 
following these plans will just attract more & drive more people away. 

The questions asked can be answered at either end of the scale depending on the day and time of 
day. The proposals present a risk to the businesses on Hollowgate and also will affect the safety of 
pedestrians attempting to reach those businesses, plus the market hall is a vital place for local 
crafters to introduce their products to local and tourism customers. Losing that will be losing the 
heart of Holmfirth and the town will lose the very charm that sets it apart from other destinations  

All traffic currently going north on Victoria Street will have to join the A6024 at a "give way" junction 
that appears to be not traffic light controlled. Currently north bound traffic on Victoria Rd is 
congested with the benefit of traffic lights, but with the continuous flow of traffic on the A6024 
vehicle sexiting the new road will all have to wait for a long time and traffic will end up queueing 
back to the mini-roundabout and even beyond. 
There will also be problems for traffic turning right from the A6024 onto Victoria Street without traffic 
lights who will also have to queue for long periods and this will back up to the new road junction 
making the above problem even worse! The removal of on-street short term car parking bays will 
have an adverse effect on local businesses as motorists will no longer park-shop-and go but will go 
somewhere else instead to shop. 

Stop parking down Victoria street, deliveries only. 

Please leave alone, the character of Holmfirth will be destroyed by these proposed changes. 
Hollowgate should be pedestrianised and if any chages are required at all look again at the timing 
of the traffic lights 

As a pcv driver I visit this area many times a week. The controflow system in use is pointless at the 
moment due to the two zebra crossings and inbetween those two crossings there's two junctions , 
as a driver it's a dangerous place for a pedestrian. The build up of traffic isn't always due to the 
sheer volume though , bad and illegal parking is a major contributor to the congestion in holmfirth.  
Simple , double yellow lines mean nothing , Kirkwood hospice often have a van parked half on the 
pavement and the road in the afternoon between 2pm and 4pm. That causes problems when you 
have queing traffic on the right and you can't get round an iligaly parked van. Law enforcement is 
non existent. Well I'll tell a lie it is existent but she seems to insist that the coach park in the bus 
station is the public highway and intimidates coach and bus drivers. Just for the record ibus drivers 
by law require rest and break time! Just as a suggestion ask first bus , Yorkshire tiger , stotts reps 
and the public that uses those services to give some input. You could even ask me. My first input is 
those two zebra crossings are dangerous mainly down to the fact that nobody as a pedestrian 
anymore knows how to use them. Make it a pedestrian crossing. 

I Iive at prospect place, off cemetery road. I Am an on call fire fighter. When I turn in I will now have 
to cross a busy thoroughfare I.e hollowgate and then turn right and drive up station road to get to 
the fire station. I also have concerns over parking. Outside our house on cemetery road is bad 
enough as it is with non residents parking all day. Usually employees of local businesses such as 
Simon blyth. With the proposed works this will only get worse. Sometimes I have to run up the road 
for a few hundred metres to get to my car to respond to emergency calls.  
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I feel this the current proposed development would ruin the atmosphere of Holmfirth town centre 
and be detrimental to its local businesses for the sake of slightly easing traffic (which I don’t 
actually believe this development would achieve). 

The amount of disruption that would be caused by implementing the ideas would have a negative e 
effect on currently thriving businesses such as mine. If people can't drive in easily while the work is 
on going it will be the local businesses that suffer. Furthermore, I wouldn't say that congestion is a 
massive problem, the problem lies in people being impatient and large vehicles occasionally trying 
to attempt silly manoeuvres. There are plenty of examples of the road system working fine as it is. I 
work on Huddersfield Road and there is always a small queue of vehicles waiting at the traffic 
lights. None wait that long the congestion doesn't warrant such disruption to our beautiful town.  

The problems with travelling through Holmfirth are a) junction of A635 and A6024,b) narrowness of 
Dunford Bridge Road, c) the pedestrian crossing at the bridge end of Victoria Street.   Holmfirth is 
located in a very narrow valley.   Geographically you have a major issue which you cannot change.   
Tinkering with a minor part of the Holmfirth journey will simply transfer the delays and congestion to 
other points on the journey.   

Whilst I recognise that at times the traffic in Holmfirth can be busy, from the proposals this does 
absolutely nothing to address the issue. This would loose the market place and valuable parking 
and would mean that large lorries would be going through an incredibly narrow passage at the 
bottom of Hollowgate. I also anticipate huge issues of large lorries turning right on Huddersfield, 
right opposite the library which is dangerous. I think these plans are completely ridiculous and 
ineffective and will be a total waste of money. These will not solve anything but will simply reroute 
the problem and destroy the quiet nature of Hollowgate and the market in the process. I feel this 
would be disasterous to the local independent shops of the village and turn the whole centre of 
Holmfirth into a traffic jam.  

- Removes parking which is currently limited 
- Will loose market with no concrete plans for replacement 
- Will mean that traffic is routed through quiet, quaint part of the village, therefore affecting local 
shops and potentially killing off the high street 
- Scrap this proposal - it's not fit for purpose 

There are many reasons why this is not a clever move. Whenever there are issues on other roads 
surrounding Holmfirth we get a gridlock. If you put in the road, traffic will increase as people avoid 
motorways. You will also sever the small town into two halves. It will make Holmfirth a less safe 
place to live. The proposal of the road would be in an area that affects small children getting to the 
primary school in Rothcher Road. The issues with traffic are intermittent and sporadic it is not a 
constant issue. Peak times as in every town and when there are car issues elsewhere. I think 
having a road scheme here is not logical. As the saying goes “if they build it they will come.” If 
people think Holmfirth is an easy option then we will get more traffic and more trucks.  

On behalf of the [redacted] petition campaign and websites.. And as a local user of the skateboard 
park in Holmfirth [redacted], and client of local buisnesses.. 
The country has a population problem.  
You obsess with helping Conservative party "growth" of population.. Food businesses, MacDonald, 
greggs, subway, and you make revenue from these companies. When people are already 
overweight. There is too much food.  
Too many babies being born.  
Too many houses being built.  
You are ruining and spoiling the character and beauty of the places by helping people  
1. Eat.  
2. Make babies.  
[redacted].  
People have no self control and you are helping them build and eat to get more money in for the 
council...  
Just stop.  
We need to create less eating /food  
Less babies.  
Then the result is no buisy roads, better health, less pollution.  



 

101 | P a g e  
 

The proposed scheme will make pedestrian access in the Hollowgate area almost impossible with 
the consequent negative impact on businesses in the vicinity. Also I cannot see how this scheme 
will relieve the biggest problem at peak hours which is traffic queuing to enter Holmfirth from 
Huddersfield Road and Greenfield & Woodhead Roads. Much of the existing congestion appears to 
be caused by: 
1. Vehicles parked legally in the limited parking bays in Victoria Street 
2. Illegal parking in Victoria Street 
3. The location of the 2 pedestrian crossings at the bottom of Victoria Street. 
 
Victoria Street is simply not wide enough to safely carry the volume of traffic that it does and allow 
parking - legal or otherwise so why not simply ban all parking in Victoria Street - maybe supported 
by camera enforcement? - to stop vehicles parking "for a few minutes whilst we pop to the 
shop/bank etc." Similarly better control over illegal parking in Huddersfield Road (frequently by 
business owners!) would help, as would stricter restrictions on business deliveries anywhere in the 
centre of Holmfirth. 
 
Having 2 uncontrolled pedestrian crossings within 25 metres in Victoria Street and Towngate is a 
nonsense and simply adds to the traffic congestion. Replace the uncontrolled pedestrian crossing 
at the bottom of Victoria Street with a Pelican Crossing and move the pedestrian crossing in 
Towngate further along - maybe by the bus station entrance or exit?  
 
I can also envisage that the scheme will encourage traffic travelling from the South Yorkshire area 
to the Greater Manchester area (particularly HGVs) to use the route a short-cut alternative with the 
consequential increase in congestion and pollution. Why not consider banning HGV traffic through 
Holmfirth during daytime hours (or even introducing a congestion charge?) 
Finally the majority of pedestrian footpaths in Holmfirth are absolutely fine and DO NOT REQUIRE 
WIDENING!!! - particularly if better parking controls are enforced and vehicles prevented from 
parking on pavements - with the exception of Huddersfield Road and Hollowgate!   

I'm not completely sure if your consultation exercise satisfies the Gunning Principles; coming to the 
table with complete plans and setting out dates when they will be passed and work will start, 
suggests that you have already made decisions and that you are just going through the motions of 
consultation. I don't think there's much love for your proposal. 

You need to reinstate the zebra crossings at the top of Victoria street. They are used all day every 
day and relied upon by the elderly, infirm, hard of hearing and sight and also families & children. 
 
Please consider how there could be diversions to allow there to be road closures to accommodate 
the popular events i.e Folk festival which brings in a lot of money to the local economy. 

The questionnaire doesn’t give scope for my opinion on the traffic problems which is that most of 
the time it is fine but occasionally it is very bad.  There is occasional bad congestion caused by 
lorries getting jammed on Victoria Street or Hollowgate. I think banning daytime parking on Victoria 
street would alleviate this at minimal cost. I think the scheme risks attracting lorries and destroying 
the idiosyncratic character of the town to the detriment of all. I am strongly against it.  

There is NO significant problem with traffic congestion in Holmfirth. (Demonstrated by the traffic 
surveys undertaken). 
The Preferred option would be a terrible disaster for Holmfirth. The Hollowgate link is unworkable 
and dangerous. The massive civil engineering work of the bridge will caused 18 months of 
disruption and deliver insignificant improvements to traffic. The quality of the local environment and 
amenities will be made much worse. 
Highways funding should still be sought for more intelligent signalling and traffic monitoring and 
diverting HGVs away from Holmfirth (need to slow SatNav routes). Average speed cameras and 
50mph should be installed on A635 & A628 ‘over the tops’ to reduce SatNavs using as shortcut for 
M62. Limit in centre should be 20mph and 30mph limits on incoming roads should be enforced. 

Likely to encourage more traffic through Holmfirth Centre if anything. Will put more traffic across a 
school walking route and spill out points for late night revellers at the beginning of Hollowgate. 
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Reduce on street parking and enforce. 
Provide more car parks. 
Deliveries to shops and businesses before 9am and enforce. 
Ban lorries over a certain size from travelling through Holmfirth. 

Leave Holmfirth as the safe historic village that it is. The proposal is not something wanted or 
requested by the residents of Holmfirth. If you wish to make one improvement, please 
restrict/prohibit large trucks/lorries from passing though the village. 

I don't think spending millions of pounds to save traffic through Holmfirth a few seconds during 
busy periods is a good use of money. 
 
Building a new link road  and putting more traffic on Hollowgate will damage the look and feel of the 
place and make it harder to hold events. 
 
Victoria Street will still be busy with traffic, even if it's only in 1 direction. 
 
To help Holmfirth town centre thrive invest in infrastructure for bus users, pedestrians and cyclists 
instead and find a way to reduce the number of HGVs. 
 
Maybe think about getting rid of the car park by the bus station because that just encourages more 
cars into the centre. 

Minimise private car journeys by introducing a park and ride arrangement and better access to 
public transport 

Hollowgate is too narrow near Rocher - will be more dangerous than it is now for pedestrians. 
Will spoil quaintness of the street and lessen tourism. Hollowgate is a major attraction. Lots of 
history spoiled.  

Why aren’t you developing the market hall into an attraction that will draw people in - the art market 
was great - it could also be turned into a food market-  

The proposed development will destroy a major part of the character of this wonderful town.  It will 
destroy the major social events that utilise Hollowgate to great effect for the community.  
Encouraging more traffic, including large lorries is a ridiculous plan. 

Hollowgate is closed and used as a venue several times during the year for festivals, parades etc. 
The proposals don't seem to take this into account. Additionally, there seems to be no provision or 
crossing area for children to get to school up Rotcher. The market is an asset which needs 
investment rather than knocking down, I use the market at least once a week. The plans will also 
remove valuable parking spaces, parking is at a premium in Holmfirth and one of the reasons traffic 
gets bad. Congestion in Holmfirth could be improved by changing the timings on the traffic lights, 
and repositioning the zebra crossings. 

due to the big issue with carben  footprint we should be cutting down on throw traffic have we done 
a survey on why the big trucks come through where they are going and why perhaps we adopt the 
London system of paying a tarif after all the money could be better spent resurfacing roads drivers 
used to watch for traffic and pedestrians now we watch for potholes 

Hollowgate is historic and also used for events such as folk festival and food and drink festival.  

The congestion that occasionally occurs in Holmfirth is simply a matter of traffic management. 
Reviewing the traffic light phasing at the top of Victoria street may probably do the trick. Adding an 
additional yellow box at both ends of Hollowgate would also ease flow. There is no need to damage 
the character of the town adding another bridge. Hollowgate plays an integral part of proceedings 
when the town has festivals and is often closed to traffic on these occasions.  
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All traffic coming into Holmfirth from Dunford Road and Rotcher Road will go right onto Station 
Road and down Bridge Lane to Huddersfield Road and on to Huddersfield.  Nobody would be silly 
enough to try and get down Hollowgate, across where the market is and turn right with no 
lights.There is no notice on these plans to sort out Bridge Lane which is already very, very difficult.  
Making it one way will not be enough as the traffic unable to use it will add to the traffic building up 
trying to get down on to Hollowgate. 
If these plans go forward then Hollowgate will need to be suitable for heavy traffic - it is far too 
narrow for this.   
Any traffic going over what is the market place now will be turning right onto 
Woodhead/Huddersfield Road with no lights.  This will cause chaos. 
The one way system proposed through Holmfirth will mean the end of the market and of all street 
festivals run in Holmfirth. 
We are told that Hollowgate will be closed for at least a year - this will cause total mayhem in terms 
of traffic, and will mean that business in Holmfirth will not be able to continue trading.  As we know 
the High Street is really suffering - no shops can withstand plans like this - no one will want to visit 
during the building works. 

The effect on visitors and local businesses does not seem to have been taken into account. The 
character of Holmfirth will be destroyed. Illegal parking needs to be dealt with to alleviate the hold 
ups. 

I think an option that does not change historic features of the town would be far preferable  

Leave things as they r it’s no hassle to go through holmfirth even at busy times but it’s the same 
everywhere at busy times 

Access to/from Rotcher will be horrendous. The plan will likely encourage more truck traffic which 
when they realise they can't manage the small roads will lead yo further congestion. 

I'm not happy with the proposal, the 'access' plan seem more to deal with passing traffic. It does 
not seem to help develop our local community and businesses - the positive implications seem 
limited at best. Hollowgate is an important road for small business, pedestrians and cyclists. The 
market does have importance in our community and could be run well.  

The plan for the traffic lights at the Woodhead Rd/Victoria St junction is good and should reduce 
the queues. Hollowgate is too narrow to take increased traffic over a new bridge. 

How can you knock down the market hall 

Consider all the festivals and things that go on and happen on hollowgate 

I have based my assessment of traffic on the frequent hold ups in town 

By making these changes you will change the pedestrian feel and access, losing the small town 
element. You will also increase volume of traffic by making it so called easier. Don’t do it. Please.  

The proposal removes the Market Hall - where will this be relocated to? 
What traffic calming measures will be installed on Hollowgate when it is one-way? 
What will happen to the various festivals and events which take place in Holmfirth - the proposal 
will not allow these to take place as it makes the town effectively one way, 

Whilst I agree that something needs to be done,  I would be interested to know what consideration 
has been given to the following: 
- what will happen to the market building? 
- what plans are there for the businesses currently on Hollowgate - these businesses, and 
buildings, are an integral part of the life of the town, bring a lot of business into the town, and add to 
the character and beauty of the centre  
- Holmfirth is reknown for its festivals - folk, food and drink etc. - how will changes affect these 
festivals? 
- is anything being done to calm traffic in the proposed one way system 
- is anything being done to dissuade heavy goods vehicles from using the centre of Holmfirth to 
avoid congestion and closures on the M62? 

I don't understand why all of this work is required, when a simple solution like altering the traffic 
lights at the junction of Victoria St and Huddersfield Road could make a huge difference. Have you 
looked at removing the lights entirely and simply operating it as a standard T-junction? Or changing 
the timings of the existing lights? You could trial this ahead of any decision to go ahead with your 
proposed works. The congestion is caused by the traffic lights, in my opinion. 
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It will destroy the small towns charm, a lovely little market and pedestrianisation. 

Hollowgate is too narrow to accommodate all the through traffic coming from dunford road and 
station road .  
The traffic up and down roacher road seems to have been totally ignored in the plan with no 
thought to the hundreds of children going to school 5 days a week either on foot or by car .  

This is low cost option which will give little benefit in terms of traffic flow or pedestrian experience. 
Hollowgate’s historic appearance will be lost and the extra traffic squeezed into the narrow space 
will make it unattractive for pedestrians. It will be impossible to close the road for community events 
which are the lifeblood of the town. 
 
Once this second class plan has been implemented it will be impossible to make further 
improvements 
 
Better to have the more expensive plan which will provide pedestrianised Victoria St. The plan 
would give improved traffic flows whilst also providing a more satisfying retail environment and 
would help the town develop in the future without the unpleasant cage of roads which the low cost 
plan will give. 

I would like to see evidence that the "expensive option 1 has been fully investigated before it is 
discounted. Thus looks like the best option for both vehicles and pedestrians. 

I am very concerned by the loss of the market hall. Clearly there are other spaces in Holmfirth 
which could be used to hold a regular market. I would like to know what options have been 
considered.  

To lose the market will be a huge shame. I am concerned for pedestrians especially children at the 
bottom of rotcher. Holmfirth will lose its country village appeal. Change is not needed.  

See below 

The "expensive option is the only option which would work for both vehicles and pedestrians. I 
would like to see evidence that this gas been fully investigated and costed. To see what the 
difference would be.  

The one way system and a roundabout at the bottom of Dunford Rd will cause more congestion 
and tailbacks up Dunford Rd as well as backing up from New Mill. Hollowgate is too  narrow to take 
large vehicles and this will add to congestion.  

A bypass is needed to reduce traffic (e.g. HGVs on way to and from other towns/ cities) rather than 
simply shunting it around Holmfirth. This scheme is not offering a suitable solution to a real 
problem. 

I ran a bussiness in Hollowgate, [redacted], for 5 years. Traffic already travels through Hollowgate 
very fast often way above the speed limit. I was a witness to a [redacted] accident. Your proposal 
would make the pavement wider and the road more narrow on Hollowgate cars with poor brakes 
would have no option but to hit whatever object was in front of them including local school children. 
If I still had my business this would surely be the final nail in the coffin. I had to keep my door open 
to encourage trade, a closed door and my customers thought I was closed. How could any 
business on Hollowgate hold their doors open with the increased heavy traffic and pollution. You 
propose taking out parking spaces along Hollowgate and Victoria. Creating parking available for 
those registered disabled, I have arthritis in my feet, knees, hip and hands however I am not 
registered disabled this would then prevent me from shopping along Hollowgate or Victoria. 

We will loose everything that’s special about holmfirth. No benefits for locals or businesses . We 
really don’t want it . Thankyou   

The flow of traffic will possibly be faster if the traffic lights are removed at the top of Victoria Street.  
The mini roundabout will be very, very busy, fast and dangerous it is right in the heart of the town 
where there are many pedestrians there using the bank, opticians, hardware store, etc 
 
The idea of HGV's and articulating lorries going along Hollowgate onto the new bridge is a very 
worrying prospect 

The proposals might improve congestion in some areas but would just shift the problems 
elsewhere. Hollow gate is very narrow and would be a bottle neck. Also Upperbridge would still be 
busy for traffic arriving from the west.  
Crossing Hollowgate (for the primary school children up Rotcher) would be dangerous. 
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It would help if the traffic lights let more than 4 cars through at a time, as was the case this sat 30 
March absolutely ridiculous. 

Visitors and customers parking in market car park will have to cross the new road to reach 
businesses on the other side of the town. Crossing bottom of Dunford road on foot will be difficult. 

I think the survey and the plan are only focussed on traffic flow through Holmfirth rather than for 
people who are actually wanting to stop in Holmfirth and spend money on the many shops, bars & 
restaurants. The traffic isn’t so bad that we need to build a by-pass. Only a slight modification to the 
traffic lights and positioning of the Zebra crossings is required in my opinion. 

Disgusted with the proposal to build a new link road between Hollowgate and the A6024. This will 
destroy a beautiful, historic and quiet thorough fair and also duplicate traffic, increase noise 
pollution and damage tourism. I’m really heartbroken that this option is even being given oxygen  

Consider the Hollowgate businesses and look to create a car park on the ‘Manchester’ side 

I object to the plans. The plans prioritise through traffic rather than people who live in the town, 
especially pedestrians. The current problems with congestion happen when HGVs come into the 
town and block the bottom of Dunford Rd and the end of Hollowgate. Your plans, if they do 
increase traffic flow, will simply attract more HGVs to use the route through Holmfirth and therefore, 
I fear, will be self defeating and become an expensive white elephant project detrimental to life in 
the town. Your plan will funnel HGVs and two bus routes through the very narrow entrance to 
Hollowgate. This pavement is already dangerous as pedestrians have to step onto the road to pass 
each other as it is. With increased traffic including HGV and busses it would become impassable 
for prams, disabled and unaccompanied children. During the consultation this point was fobbed off 
with "we'll widen the pavement." I was alarmed by the ignorance of this answer as no significant 
widening, which would be required on both sides of the road, is possible once you funnel HGVs 
onto this road. A local protest with the slogan "Put People First" neatly encapsulates the problem. 
Rather than protect the heart of the village in spaces such as Hollowgate and the market, your 
plans will turn Holmfirth into a gyratory system.  

Until and unless there is a complete ban on HGVs through Holmfirth during the hours of 07:00 to 
19:00 other than for deliveries to shops and businesses, then congestion will inevitably prevail. The 
regular use by the Plevin HGVs is a constant cause of congestion in the Town. The use of the 
'Holmfirth Rat Run' for HGVs everytime the A628 Woodhead Rd is congested or blocked, creates 
havoc. I notice the A628 from the Flouch is due to be closed from 1/4/19 to I believe, the 12/4/19. 
Heaven help us! Dunford Rd will be completely blocked for all traffic, especially for the buses who 
have to cope with the restricted width of the road due to residents' parked cars.  

In my opinion,  widening hollowgate will ruin the historical character of that part of the village and 
will do nothing to relieve traffic patterns through the village.  The main causes of congestion (as I 
can see because I live next to it) are from travellers heading through to  woodhead or greenfield rd 
and getting stuck at the light on victoria street.  This new traffic pattern would not help that.  If you 
wanted to improve traffic flow, you should make the light at victoria and huddersfield road actually 
long enough to allow traffic to get moving and for cars to actually make it through.  Most of the time 
2 cars get started and the light changes. 
 
 Adding disabled parking is a nice idea in principle, but there is a reality that the geography of the 
valley is not wheelchair friendly.  No parking lot will fix this.  I know because I have a disabled 
mother in law and we take the H5 bus when we need to get around.  More frequent and reliable 
public transport will help far more. 

Please make some green spaces for pedestrians 

The option of being able to use Hollowgate enables myself and other local traffic to bypass any 
congestion on Victoria street. I can only imagine it being worse if all were sent in the same 
direction.  
Hollogate area is an important ‘off the main road’ area in our community used for school access 
and festival gatherings.  
The Market Hall is an asset that should be developed, not destroyed.  

Ever heard the phrase “using a sledgehammer to crack a nut”? This is exactly what is proposed 
here. Save the money and pay for some more teachers, NHS etc. What a waste of time, money 
and effort this proposed scheme is! 
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The scheme is madness, and would turn Holmfirth into a giant roundabout with no room for 
shoppers.  Rotcher Road would become impossible to exit, there are many residents and a school, 
and should the scheme go ahead access from Rotcher to Hollowgate would become almost 
impossible.  This scheme would destroy the whole character of Holmfirth, and destroy the tourist 
trade.     

I am a resident of Holmfirth and I commute from Wooldale to greater Manchester every day at Peak 
times. I don’t experience a problem with traffic congestion. I have lived and commuted in and out of  
large cities and driving through Holmfirth is a dream in comparison. - that’s part of the reason I 
moved here. I worry that the scheme will simply encourage more non-residents and commercial 
vehicles to use this route from Yorkshire to North west and actually increase the traffic flow problem 
rather than improve it. I experience significantly more issues driving into Huddersfield or getting 
through the junction at new mill than I ever experience in holmfirth. This is likely to get even worse 
if we improve flow in the centre.  I appreciate the argument that the traffic flow issue may get worse 
over time and that this scheme may be helpful in improving that.  

Pedestrians crossing the bottom of Dunford Rd and a no parking zone during the day at the bottom 
of Dunford Road.  Parked cars here are causing huge problems in the day 

The proposed changes seem ideal and will improve the town centre for many reasons. The only 
consideration I think will be needed is making sure the Hollowgate area in terms of pedestrians is 
safe due to the width of that part of the road. The pavement needs a rail/fence of some sort to stop 
people crossing opposite the three businesses at the entrance to Hollowgate to stop people 
crossing at that point and cross as a more sensible place but it will also stop vehicles parking on 
that part of the road which is a regular problem. 

All the low cost option does is remove yet more parking from the centre of Holmfirth. By doing this 
people will go to other places for essentials (bank, butchers, bakers etc) and eventually more shops 
will go out of business. The car parks are already stuggling to cope so removing all parking on 
Victoria street can not possibly help plus the parking on Victoria Street does not effect traffic flow.  
 
Traffic has got worse in Holmfirth since the traffic light sequence was changed a number of years 
ago, historically the traffic heading towards Huddersfield from the West could continue to flow while 
the lane to turn right in to Victoria Street was at red. Changing this back I am sure would eliviate 
part of the problem and allow less traffic build up. 

We need a scheme to reduce the volume of traffic going through Holmfirth to preserve the historic 
nature of the town. The unintended consequence of the Holmfirth Town Centre Access Plan is that 
it will increase the volume of traffic passing through Holmfirth. 

I have become very concerned re. the situation in Hollowgate. There are food shops which are in a 
position which will be very near the increased traffic flow. What about the health issues with 
pollution from traffic fumes so near these premises ? 

STOP what you are doing and re-consider everything. Ask the people of Holmfirth what they want 
to do!!! 
We are the people that are going to have to live with it. Holmfirth is an absolute beautiful place and 
the way things are going, it is going to destroy it. DO NOT!! PLEASE! 

Scrap it. 

As a resident of Holmfirth I strongly agree with the need to find a solution to the increasing traffic 
congestion, especially as new housing is built and the problem is set to worsen. The proposal may 
well address some of this in terms of easing traffic in the centre, however I disagree that it will the 
stated aim of making Holmfirth more attractive. 
 
In addition, as a resident on Dunford Rd I would welcome measures to improve traffic more 
generally - traffic calming measures to reduce speeding, proper enforcement of parking regulations; 
particularly at the end that connects to the centre where it is common to have vans and cars 
blocking the pathways and making it difficult for buses. This would help with other congestion and 
pinch points that would otherwise remain a significant problem with the current proposals. 
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Rather than destroying the heart of Holmfirth for the visiting public, local businesses,  local people 
and all the other various festival attenders - as the current proposals will certainly do - I suggest the 
following traffic control measures:- 
- ban access to all heavy goods vehicles currently using the roads through Holmfirth as a "rat run" 
to and from the A616 to the M1 and Manchester. 
- limit deliveries to/from local businesses by over car size vans to outside "peak" periods. 
- prevail on the local bus companies to use the smaller sized buses to go through the centre. 
- Enforce the parking rules to reduce blockages at peak times on Victoria street. 

I don't think it is right to make Hollowgate one of the main through ways.  Even if you provide wider 
pavements who wants to walk around a small town that is basically surrounded by major through 
roads.   Shocking idea. I also think it would be better to look at doing something with Bridge Lane 
just outside Holmfirth.  People turn right in and out of the road to avoid the centre but it is a 
nightmare and dangerous.  Make this safer and easier to get in and out off and it could be used to 
divert local traffic away from the centre. It's easy to get to the main car park from this road and  I for 
one would use it more but when turning right off Holmfirth Road you cannot see if there is anything 
coming up bridge lane currently. 

A well considered scheme that should enhance Holmfirth for all users. 

Why not look at ways in which Bridge Lane could be used, to take more traffic out of the town 
centre? 

1. Lead through traffic around Holmfirth centre. 
2. encourage walking 
3. traffic in Holmfirth for residents and tourists 

Please consider the impact that the proposed changes would have on the Conservation Area, 
especially the Hollowgate area 

While these improvements are ongoing provision will need to be made to get from the Dunford 
Road area through Holmfirth and onto Huddersfield Road. I take it consideration has been put in 
place for this to happen. 

Parking in and around centre already difficult and does not encourage either locals or visitors to 
spend money in the town. 

A mini roundabout will slowdown traffic 
The main problem is excess traffic when the M62 is closed or slow and traffic then diverts through 
holmfirth. 
The proposed scheme will not help this and will put tourists off. 
The only solution is a by pass 

I am a resident of Holmfirth who lives on the opposite side of the town to Huddersfield (where I 
travel for work). This means I need to pass through the centre at least twice a day, usually at busy 
times. In my opinion, the levels of traffic in the centre of Holmfirth are acceptable and normal, 
considering its age. I have no problems with the short wait times I experience on a daily basis as I 
consider these to be standard during peak hours. They are certainly nowhere near as bad as in 
some other places. The proposed changes are very smart and would probably assist with traffic 
flow, however I do not consider the changes to be worth it. Removing a historic market building and 
changing the nature of the Hollowgate area is not a fair trade-off for a slightly faster flow of traffic. I 
chose to live in this area because of it's community, historic atmosphere, and the large number of 
events it holds each year. I believe all three of these reasons would be negatively affected, and 
result in a traffic system that will end up being busier, with faster vehicles. 
 
Apologies for the mini essay, but in conclusion I believe that sitting in traffic for short periods of time 
is a part of using a car. The only people are ever sat waiting for more than 10 minutes is if there is 
an event on, or if traffic is diverted from elsewhere (caused by an accident etc). This happens 2-4 
times a year maximum. The traffic issue here is not big enough to require this level of action. 

Ensure Hollowgate has sufficient width for road users and pedestrians. 
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MY APOLOGIES THESE COMMENTS SHOULD BE IN SECTION BELOW PLEASE REVERSE 
Whilst I recognise at peak times there is congestion in Holmfirth this rarely inconveniences me & 
Ive been a resident here for 46 years. My view is that the preferred access plan through the centre 
of Holmfirth is not an improvement but rather a backward step. Research shows that improving 
traffic flow through a town centre just increases the flow over time.Thus improving the east- west 
route A635 & B6106 into town and the A635 & A6029 out of town will in no time result in current 
levels of traffic. Building a major traffic flow through the centre of Holmfirth will take the heart out it. 
Once HGVs and double deckers can speed through Hollowgate - a quiet street - it’s ambience will 
change forever. The sense of loss will be immense. What is being proposed seriously undermines 
the draft Holme Valley Neighbourhood Plan that states that any improvements to transport links 
should begin with prioritising public transport,  cyclists and walkers - and that we should aim to 
protect the characteristics of the built and historic environment and promote initiatives that militate 
climate change. Encouraging eg diesel powered HGVs through Hollowgate, one of our most 
historic streets, beggars belief. This streetscape was acclaimed in a recent study by the 
Conservation group. Members of the Civic Society at a recent 
meeting voted against the ‘preferred option’. Hollowgate is a key focus of Holmfirth’s summer 
festivals which are almost back-to-back. Some may not run if this proposal is accepted. This will be 
a backward step for our local economy. Further most of the shops in town are located on 
Hollowgate. Shopkeepers tell me that they are likely to go out of business, particularly as a result of 
the year long closure of the street during the proposed alterations. Dismantling the market hall 
changes the streetscape and is lamentable when most forward looking towns are doing the 
opposite eg Preston.  
Increasing traffic flow would be open to serious challenge by both Kirklees Council and Holmfirth 
Parish Council that have recently passed climate change emergency resolutions that require all 
new proposals to be held to an environmental audit. This chimes well with the draft Neighbourhood 
plan and HOTTs (Holmfirth Transition Town) objectives both of which are committed to more 
sustainable systems of transport and a zero carbon local economy. 
My view is that there is a glaring disconnect between this proposed access plan and the type of 
town we have widely agreed on. The former privileges traffic flow over pedestrians. It can never be 
the right idea to increase traffic flow through the centre of Holmfirth. 

I am horrified by the proposals. I believe the plans will adversely affect the character and 
community in holmfirth and the mini roundabou, plans to make Victoria Street one way and the 
plans for hollowgate will stop people moving freely, create congestion and reduce access to local 
businesses.  

The proposal will only encourage more traffic through holmfirth centre (Hollowgate) causing high 
levels of pollution and making town less accessible to pedestrians.  The road (Hollowgate) to 
Holmfirth junior and infant school would become difficult to access and dangerous for the young 
children trying to walk to school.  It will affect the Historic character of the town and remove a large 
part of hollowgate which is used for Events and festivals.  Why are we improving things for through 
traffic and not for the people and pedestrians who live in Holmfirth?  This is a ridiculous amount of 
money to spend on a scheme in a Town that none of the residents want. 

Biggest problem arethe proposals for Hollowgate . Impact on businesses and local school. Impact 
on events like the Folk Festival. Large lorries etc negotiating a small road. Impact on the market . 

I dont agree that the market should be closed as the council should be promoting access for small 
business at a time of economic uncertainty.  Also the proposal will ruin the history and nostalgia of 
hollowgate. 

Traffic volume and number of heavy goods vehicles are likely to increase nullifying the benefits of 
faster throughput. A restriction on  
large H.G.V. through Holmfirth.is necessary.    The problem is worst on the A6024 into Holmfirth 
from Huddersfield. Also heavy goods should be barred from the B6107 on safety grounds.                                  

I think you are putting drivers inconvenience before people who live in Holmfirth.  I think you should 
make it more difficult to drive through Holmfirth and pedestrianise bigger parts of the centre.  I use 
the market on a weekly basis for veg and bread. The queuing traffic annoys me because I have to 
breathe the fumes. Modern civilised societies , cities and town centres are not built around the 
needs of drivers. Your aim should be to reduce traffic - not encourage more of it. 
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Being just the occasional visitor,  it is difficult to comment against a resident or regular traveller 
through the town.   Personally,  I have never encountered too much difference to other towns 
visited. 

Minor changes to the current layout would improve the flow of traffic. Sequencing of the traffic 
lights: Sometimes the lights only let two or three cars through. 
Extend the box junction, at the junction of Dunford Road and Victoria Road to cover the entrance to 
Hollowgate. Light traffic is unable to turn into Hollowgate at busy times because vehicles park in 
front of the junction adding to the congestion. 
There wasn't as much congestion before the last changes to the traffic lights at the junction of 
Victoria Road and A6024. 

How can you say this will be an improvement. It will be a total shambles. You need to restrict the 
volume of traffic that comes through Holmfirth....... Woodhead pass when closed forces HGV's 
through the town 

It will ruin Holmfirth... There is enough traffic coming through our village as it is without these 
unnecessary so called "improvements"!!! What's going to happen to Hollowgate?? Leave our 
village alone!! If the council have some spare cash then use it for things that need improving like 
the bloody potholes everywhere for eg... 

Any option MUST not be at cost to local community. Hollowgate is neither a desirable option or a 
workable option. To do so will undoubtedly impact small businesses in the town. Hgv access is an 
issue on Hollowgate and easily avoidable by restricting access to hgv.  

Loss of market building 
Safety of Rotcher and Hollowgate 
Businesses at risk 

All your plan will do is maybe make it easier for people travelling through that don’t intend to stop at 
all. Residents and tourists will loose out because you’re removing a large part of the historic centre 
of Holmfirth. 

I think simply stopping parking and loading down Victoria Street between 8-6  which causes 
congestion along with making the two zebra crossings at the bottom of this street into pelican 
crossings synchronised with the pelican crossing at the top of the street would keep traffic flowing 
when the lights are green without impacting on pedestrian safety. 
In my opinion it is the stopping and starting caused by the above two things that cause a lot of the 
problems. Not all I admit but much better than at present without your drastic  expensive proposals 

I agree that the removal of parking from Victoria St and the mini roundabout may be positive. 
The changes to Hollwgate would damage the “heart and soul” of the town which attracts many 
visitors and has a lower high street vacancy rate than regional and national average. Why then 
would anyone want to demolish the market hall, which hosts farmers markets and other events.  
Hollowgate and is tea shops is a quirky attraction which can be closed for folk and other festivals. 
This plan would end all of that. 
All seem to agree thuat this plan would be attractive to hgv’s of which we have too many already. 
We would see the air quality worsen, the town less safe and less attritive business and visitors. It 
would potentially worsen congestion issues further up Station Rd and Dunford Rd, where narrow, 
and junctions at Greenfield Rd and New Mill. 
I just can’t see it would solve a congestion problem. More and better signposted parking would help 
along with discouraging hgv’s such as the massive Plevin ones . 

Hollowgate provides invaluable space for our local festivals. Although some areas may become 
congested at certain times of day, a little patience may be needed - it is not necessary to go to the 
extreme measures proposed (which might not even achieve the desired result anyway) 

I object to your plan as it could end up destroying Holmfirth. As I regularly walk through Holmfirth at 
rush hour I find there is barely any congestion at all. The only time when there is congestion is 
when a truck comes through Holmfirth. If you were to build what you are proposing to do it would 
result in it becoming a more direct route and for a Sat Nav it would be a "quicker route" so would 
attract more trucks to the town thus causing more congestion.  
Another thing would be you would bring more traffic down Hollowgate which is already narrow so 
send more traffic down it would just be a crazy idea. Hollowgate is also the centre of shopping in 
Holmfirth with shops like The Chocolate box and Hollowgate Fisheries.By sending more traffic 
down Hollowgate it makes it more dangerous and there will be a higher chance of someone getting 
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hurt. 
One other problem is that you would destroy the market. The market is a great venue with lots of 
potential. It houses the market on a thursday and saturday. It is used for workshops in the art week 
and has events in it during the folk festival. By getting rid of it we lose all of those things which will 
be a great loss to Holmfirth.  

I'm not convinced this will solve the issues with congestion as Holmfirth will remain a small town in 
a very busy commuter spot. I feel that the congestion now is manageable, and could be improved 
with more minor alterations that won't have such a potential impact on the feel of the town and local 
businesses. 

Whilst I accept that there is a level of congestion in Holmfirth town centre this is common in all 
villages which are a 'through route' for major cities - in our case Manchester to Sheffield. I have 
lived in the village for over 30 years and until 6 months ago have travelled through the village Mon -
Fri at peak times on my way to and from work. Whilst queuing is inconvenient it usually doesn't last 
long and I always factored this into my journey. I would like you to consider that the congestion on 
the M62 led to years of road works whilst adding an additional lane to create a 'smart' motorway - 
the outcome has been more traffic and similar congestion.  

I feel that the proposal will do more damage to the centre of Holmfirth both in character and to the 
small businesses with limited improvement to the traffic flow through the town.  The proposed 
scheme will funnel all traffic onto the same single one way which isn't going to reduce congestion 
especially during busy periods. Is this proposal going to improve access to the local shops, café 
and restaurants for locals? Is the market building going to be replaced in the community? 

Hollowgate is used for many community events e.g Holmfirth Food Festival. It is part of Holmfirth 
which has not been spoilt by planners, it has character and making part of a big roundabout will 
spoil Holmfirth. No thought has been given to Nabb school and the access to it. 

I feel that the scheme will completey ruin Hollogate and will not improve Victoria Street and will not 
gain the full objective. There is an alternative route plan that has been put on the Holmfirth 
community Facebook page that is a far better plan be it mor expensive but well worth it 

Traffic is not that bad, and the proposed changes would prioritize through traffic over residential 
needs including but not limited to: local safety, local businesses, look and feel of the village. 
Any such 'improvements' would simply make holmfirth a through route for more traffic, ruining the 
heart and soul of the village 

I am very concerned to see that this scheme is about making it easier to travel THROUGH 
Holmfirth. As a resident I would like to see a scheme that makes it easier to travel TO Holmfirth and 
make it an even more popular town to visit. This should not involve making it easier for vehicles to 
pass through but for people to WALK safely and enjoyably to the many vibrant businesses. 
Hollowgate is an important and historical road which has many small businesses and hosts many 
of the town's events. We need to make it easier for pedestrians not large vehicles to travel down it. 
I am also very concerned that children walking to and from Nabb school up Rotcher who need to 
cross Hollowgate have not been considered in this plan. There are simpler ways to make the traffic 
move more smoothly: e.g. return the traffic lights to the sequence which was in place before new 
traffic lights put in. At present traffic coming from Greenfield road side who wish to go straight 
ahead have to wait on a red light even when traffic is coming from Huddersfield which does not 
need to use same road space. This is lunacy. Previously there was a separate light for those 
wishing to turn right onto Victoria St and only these were on red at this time. The parking spaces 
should also be removed on Victoria Street and also outside the Kirkwood Hospice shop. These are 
not necessary. It is only a short walk from the nearest car park. These measures would ease traffic 
movement as the occasions when traffic is slow for a short period are often due to vehicles trying to 
deliver to the shops at the same time as vehicles are parked. 

Considerations need to be given to parking at Victoria St this causes congestion if vehicles are 
turning from Huddersfield Rd.  Surely it should be deliveries only!  There are 2 pedestrian crossings 
in close proximity too, appreciate there is school nearby.  Lorries going through Hollowgate in the 
new scheme, how will this quaint little road take the volume of traffic!!  I feel strongly this plan will 
ruin the charm and character of Holmfirth, what a shame to ruin a small vibrant town.    

The centre of Holmfirth will be devastated. Hollowgate ruined for ever. Will not ease traffic 
congestion on Dunford road. Will move Victoria St congestion onto Hollowgate. Make journeys to 
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school on Rotcher far more dangerous.putting in a few plant pots will not  make it more attractive to 
anybody. 

I would like you to consider the safety of children and parents crossing Hollowgate to get to 
Holmfirth JIN school. I have serious concerns about the safety of children and parents going to and 
from Holmfirth JIN school; it's not clear whether there has been any consideration of children safely 
crossing Hollowgate. This is s an issue already, and requests for a pelican crossing has been 
refused by the Council on more than one occasion. Crossing Hollowgate to get to and from school 
will only become more dangerous with the suggested plans, with the big HGVs will come down 
Hollowgate.  
 
I would like you to consider traffic up and down Rotcher road, and how residents and school 
parents are going to navigate the narrow start/end of Rotcher road. This is a busy junction with 
Hollowgate, especially at school start and end times.  
 
I would like you to consider the impact of the proposed road "improvements" on the residents of 
Holmfirth generally, and the impact on our fantastic festivals in particular. If you are going to 
remove Hollowgate as a site for our folk, food and arts festivals, what alternative venues do you 
propose for these? The festivals and the culture in Holmfirth is what attracted us to the area in the 
first instance - why remove something as special to allow Holmfirth become somewhere for 
commuters to pass through?  
 
I would like you to consider changing the phasing of the traffic lights on Victoria Street/Huddersfield 
Rd as an alternative to these expensive, over-the-top suggestions. The traffic flow is much easier 
when the lights are out - suggesting it's an issue with the lights, rather than the volume of traffic. In 
any case, making it easier for commuters not residents of Holmfirth, will surely increase volume of 
traffic rather than ease it?   

Stop parking on Victoria St and at the bottom of Dunford Road.  Replace zebra crossings with 
Pelicans and synchronise with  the existing traffic lights.  Use some of the money saved to install 
cameras to capture and penalise any vehicles parking where there are restrictions..  

Holmfirth was not designed for this level of traffic, so keep the traffic OUT of Holmfirth.  Lorries 
should not be allowed to go through the centre for access to Manchester.  That is why the M62 was 
built.  To turn Holmfirth centre into a one way system will totally ruin the nature of the town.  We 
should not be changing the nature of the town to ease traffic flow, but improving the centre by 
removing the heavy traffic.  Why should the people of Holmfirth and it's visitors taken second place 
to traffic which should be kept out of the centre. 

I think it’s an absolute scandal that Kirklees will plough though the centre of Holmfirth! And how 
convenient it is for them to demolish our market! I’m outraged! 

The scheme will cause the loss of the majority of the short term parking bays on Hollowgate and 
Victoria street, thus decreasing the shopping footfall, and hence reduce turnover in the shops. The 
scheme will destroy the character of Hollowgate and the businesses there, at the moment it is an 
area enjoyed by visitors to the town, who use it as a route from the Last of the summer wine 
exhibition area, alongside the river, then enjoy fish and chips from the Hollowgate fisheries. Visitors 
will stay away if the scheme goes ahead, and Holmfirth will became a Ghost town. 

I feel the plans will promote rather than reduce flow of traffic. Totally against the bridge to 
Hollowgate as this area is regularly used for local events and festivals. Also think the mini 
roundabout at Victoria square will cause more congestion and safety concerns with nearby zebra 
crossings . Surely should be trying to preserve the market and surrounding area for pedestrians not 
for cars! 

 I don’t agree with the left hand turn off Rotcher into Hollowgate.  That turn is too acute into a 
stream of flowing traffic towards a new road and along narrow Hollowgate.  It is already too narrow 
for two way traffic unless it widens out considerably after demolition of the buildings opposite.   I 
cant imagine that the market can be taken down without another site being found to replace it.  
There must be an historic market charter on this.  I will be sorry to see the demolition of the 
buildings on Hollowgate.  They are part of the character of Holmfirth.  I would be happier if nothing 
changed because no amount of ‘improvement will stop traffic coming through Holmfirth and 
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heading up or down the A6024 when there is an incident on Woodhead.  If the A6024 could be 
declassified to a B Road it would alleviate much of the heavy traffic which goes over Holme Moss. 

Hollowgate Road is the hub of Holmfirth, it is used as a community facility and should not be lost. 
The proposal will hinder local people rather than help 

The traffic will increase to the point that, in a few years the traffic be moving at the same pace as it 
is now. This will increase the air pollution. My wife is on oxygen and we live on Huddersfield Road. 
We will probably have to move when the air pollution affects her breathing more. 

Holmfirth is unique and should remain as it is as far as traffic flow through the town with one 
exception. Any HGV's of the size of Phelvin trucks should no be allowed through the centre of 
Holmfirth at any time during during the normal hoursof the working week, including weekends. 
Holmfirth is not built for such heavy loads. Deliveries to local businesses such as the Co-op which 
is located in a central location in Holmfirth should have a dispensation as they service the local 
community and not using Holmfirth as a short cut towards Manchester. 

Consider banning huge lorries from the centre of Holmfirth.  

The proposed changes will simply increase the amount and speed of traffic through Holmfirth - it 
will not ease the traffic. 

Un-necessary. Focus upon traffic reduction not increasing the speed with which it passes through 
one of the remaining viable shopping & leisure spaces in Kirklees 

The best way to cut problems would be to  stop parking all together on Victoria Street, do away with 
parking outside Lloyds and stop the indiscriminate parking on the yellow lines. Restrict deliveries 
out of peak times. Make Hollow Gate one way totally for light vehicles only and stamp down on the 
indiscriminate parking there too. This idea is just another pie in the sky idea and a waste of money 
that could be better spent.  We need to stop some of the HGVs using Holmirth as a short cut 
between motorways I.e the large Plevin wagons. 

The proposed plan for Holmfirth Town Centre improvements will do nothing to improve the local 
area for the Holmfirth residents other than allowing more traffic to pass through a very congested 
town centre. In my view it will support the continued decline of the town centre as an environment 
that the local community can enjoy safely and with reduced pollution. The plan does little for 
pedestrian access to areas in the town centre and provide no provision for cyclists both being a key 
part of Kirklees neighbourhood plans. Using the narrow road of Hollowgate as a major route will 
increase risk to pedestrians and cyclists alike. The only answer is to adopt a redevelopment of the 
road system that takes the vehicles out of the very heart of the town. I am 100% behind the views 
expressed by Holmfirth Transition Town and I request the council to review their proposal and to 
adopt a solution that reduces traffic on both Victoria Street and Hollowgate along the lines of that 
proposed by Rachel 

Your questions are highly biased and seemed 'fixed' in order to get the results you want. I do not 
travel 'though' Holmfirth.  I live in Holmfirth.  I work in Holmfirth.  I visit family in Holmfirth. I socialise 
in Holmfirth.  I rarely travel 'through' Holmfirth.  

The proposed option will make Holmfirth as a place to visit  less desirable.  It will lose the market 
and the street in hollowgate as a place. Parades and festivals are what define `holmfirth - 
community is important not traffic flow 

Big issues are the increased planning permissions granted for large residential estates in the local 
villages and too poor public transport infrastructure options which are ultimately increasing car trip 
numbers and the requirement for parking into Holmfirth centre. 
The biggest issues are on the arterial roads (especially Dunford road) where increased parking 
especially on single yellow line areas are creating bottlenecks for buses and lorries causing the 
majority of hold ups. 

No action required. I never have a serious problem even in rush hour. 

The character of a tourist town will be taken away. Local businesses will be drastically effected 
during the process and in this time of uncertainty this is completely irresponsible. Hollowgate will be 
totally wiped out by this crazy plan.   

I feel the money would be better spent on a ‘Park and Ride’ scheme for weekends and festival 
seasons.  

 I believe it will create very short term relief followed by an increase in traffic and more congestion. 
As well as seriously affecting local businesses and tourism.  
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Hollowgate is too narrow for large vehicles and pedestrians at the same time and it's part of a 
school route(junction) to Nabb school. 
If the buildings were to be demolished and a suitably wide road created then it may be more 
acceptable. 
I think preventing parking on Victoria street would alleviate some of the traffic hold ups. 

Kirklees is strapped for cash. Huddersfield is a dump, the roads are full of potholes, you are 
struggling to maintain the small parks and play areas, local buildings remain empty, and volunteers 
are cleaning the streets and green spaces. I remain to be convinced that this level of funding needs 
spending on such a scheme, and believe this money could be much better spent.  
 
I have lived in Holmfirth for 12 years. Previously I lived in [redacted]. Holmfirth is not congested 
compared to so many areas, and we do not need to make it even easier for HGVs to use this as a 
route to Manchester as this will have knock-on effects on the state of the surrounding roads.  
 
Holmfirth is a tourist town, so we need to encourage people to visit and stop in the town, not just 
drive through. Safe pedestrian access, parking, and maintaining the character of the town and its 
small businesses should be a priority. 
 
The current proposals do not include provisions for safe routes for school children to Holmfirth J&I 
(Nab), or along Hollowgate, which is a popular street for tourists and also used during the festivals. 
The parking on victoria street is a constant problem, and should be removed not added to.  
 
The length of time required for these works to take place would kill most of the small businesses in 
the town as nobody will visit. Most of these businesses rely on tourists, and will not have the cash 
flow to keep going during the period of works.  
 
I strongly believe this will not enhance the town, and could ruin Holmfirth for good. Look at 
Milnsbridge! 
 
What we need is a suitable bypass route for lorries, so that visitors can enjoy driving to, parking in, 
and walking around Holmfirth in safety and peace.  

Leave the place as it is .better roads = more traffic = danger 

The Scheme is Absolutely Ridiculous Leave Holmfirth Alone 

If there is too much congestion in Holmfirth then this will act as a deterrent to using the route 
through to or from Manchester. If the route becomes easier than using M62 or Woodhead pass 
then the changes will result in much more traffic.  

The proposed alterations will increase traffic and destroy the character of the town. We need more 
pedestrianisation, not more roads. Efforts should be made to find an alternative route to stop traffic, 
particularly large vehicles, from passing through the town to reach the A635 Greenfield Road. I 
strongly oppose the proposals 

No consideration made for Holmfirth JIN school on Cartworth Road. No crossing point at bottom of 
Rotcher/Hollowgate 

Concerned for the access from Rotcher road, busy times will prove near impossible to get from 
rotcher road into Holmfirth and back. Over 60 houses are due to be developed up rotcher road 
adding to the traffic.  

The problem is caused at rush hour by the phasing of the lights at the junction of Woodhead Road 
and Victoria Street. Traffic travelling towards Huddersfield on Woodhead Road has to wait as traffic 
coming from Huddersfield direction can go. 
This is compounded by the two existing pedestrian crossings. These should be Pelican crossings in 
phase with the lights. 

If it isn't broken there is no need to fix it.  

I think you should completely reconsider these plans. There is no need for Holmfirth to have this 
development, the majority do not feel there is currently any congestion worthy of these changes, 
and it therefore is unnecessary, it will do more harm than good. With high streets dying across the 
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country, why would you contribute to this further by creating a one way system and limiting 
stopping opportunities.  

I live in Holmfirth and travel to the centre by foot or car to go to work. I have recently moved from 
one side of the valley to the other so have experienced the approach to the centre from Greenfield 
Road and now from New Mill. The onyl times that I experience delays are if cars or vans park on  
Huddersfield Road outside the restaurants or bars to make their deliveries. I appreciate they have 
no other option and I wait patiently albeit the wait is negligible. This new road scheme would not 
resolve this. If I approach from new mill again the problems start when 2 large vechicles in 
opposing directions meet on Dunford Road, this creates a real back log of traffic as the residents 
parked cars effectively make the road very narrow for vechicles to pass in opposite directions. 
Again the proposed new road layout would not address this problem. The other problem is the 
timing of the lights, sometimes only letting 3 cars go through.  
You are suggesting there is a big problem with traffic congestion when there isn’t and are ignoring 
the hot spots that need to be addressed. You are also making Huddersfield Road a rat run for cars, 
a potential accident spot for pedestrians as some of the foot paths are not able to be increased in 
width unless you reduce the width of the road. 
In my live practical opinion this would not be good use of the public purse as it’s addressing 
problems that non locals perceive we have that we evidently don’t. 

Proposal should be scrapped. It will wreck Holmfirth for residents and visitors. Hollowgate, Victoria 
Street will just be rat runs. 

Pedestrian and car access to rotcher rd.  

Zebra crossings are in wrong place as this stops flow from traffic lights. More parking or park and 
ride needs to be required. No parking outside Lloyd's bank. Bank lane needs to be made one way 
as this holds up traffic coming into Holmfirth. Roundabout at Victoria St /Dunford Road is required. 
Demolition of market hall not required.  

Holmfirth does not have a traffic problem - this is a solution looking for a problem.  
In my view, a better solution would be to route HGVs around the town & to pedestrianise Hollow 
Gate.  
The proposed plans would prevent Hollow Gate being closed for two, annual, iconic festivals (Folk 
Festival & Food & Drink Festival) that I believe are central to life in Holmfirth & attract many, many 
visitors.  
My hope is that the proposed plans will be shelved completely & either forgotten about or revised to 
enable greater pedestrianisation & the re-routing of HGVs.  

I feel this proposal is not for the good of the residents and business's of Holmfirth. Holmfirth would 
become a drive through town for HGV's and no longer a destination for shopping. As a resident of 
Holmfirth I support the local business's and I agree traffic can be an issue but this scheme does 
note take into account what the locals want. I'm a realist so I understand we need change but this 
is a huge hammer blow made up by people who dont know the town. By knocking down the market 
hall you take away retail and weekend events like the art week, and by making Hallowgate a 
through road you take away the food and drink festival. Personally I think there should be a weight 
restriction through the town as large vehicles tend to block all the pelican crossings and exits at the 
heart of the town. This proposal would kill the town that so many love, we live here because its 
quirky and quaint, we dont live here so traffic can speed through and not make use of the retail 
outlets. I think there is a solution to this but this one isnt it, if I moved next to the M62 I would not 
have right to stand up and say it's too noisy etc etc etc but I didnt, I moved here for the rural life and 
the convenience of being able to walk to the shops or stop to pick something up but you would take 
all of this away. Naturally people dont like change and they get very passionate about it, we all 
know something needs to be done but this is not the solution. 

I would prefer to see the centre pedestrianised and the only through route being using the new 
road.  also needs provision for cyclists.  can current eyesore market hall be replaced by a better 
quality style cf Penistone with rents set at a level to attract local regional traders. also need to 
reduce car parking charges for local people 

Access from Rotcher Road onto Hollowgate, particularly those vehicles needing to turn left onto 
this very narrow road. How will the children from the school up Rotcher Road cross Hollowgate 
safely to get to/from the bus station for their bus/coach to the swimming pool/school trips? 
Hollowgate is very narrow - would you want to be a pedestrian on the pavement when an 
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articulated lorry or double decker bus passed? Large vehicles turning left out of the new road onto 
the A6024 will still struggle when there is traffic queueing on the Huddersfield bound side. What 
about all the events that use Hollowgate (Arts Festival, Food & Drink Festival etc)? Will they all be 
cancelled, losing further trade for Holmfirth? 

Holmfirth roads are not suitable for high traffic volumes. This includes roads not covered by this 
scheme, which with increased traffic flow would then become the problem. These roads are 
Including but not limited to the A6024 (A635) between Greenfield road and hollow gate, narrow 
road and blind corner.  The A635 station road where legal resident parking prevents two way traffic. 
The A635 greenfield road where legal parking again causes single file traffic.  

I am very worried that there does not yet seem to be any provision for the market to be relocated. 
What are your plans for the market? 
Much of the delay seems to be through obstructions due to illegal parking on Victoria Street, 
frequent deliveries e.g. to pubs, hotels and Andrew's greengrocery, also the zebra crossings, and 
the inability of two way traffic to pass on large sections at the bottom of Dunford Road due to 
parking. 
I am very concerned about the prospect of increased traffic, and HGVs, along Hollowgate.  This is 
very narrow, and it could become very dangerous to walk along the pavements or cross the road.  
The businesses such as the hairdressers would be badly affected. 

Allow Hollowgate to be one way from Woodhead road so cars can avoid Victoria Street. Knock 
down castles and use it for a car park.  Knock down the old Lodges building and build a bridge for 
left turners so they can join Newmill Road avoiding Victoria Street. Make Bridge Lane one way from 
Newmill road avoiding going through the centre to join Woodhead Road.  

I like the idea that no buildings will be taken down at the entrance to Hollowgate. It appears to be a 
sensible plan to relieve congestion. I’m not sure how the two sets of traffic lights (current set to 
enter Victoria St and the new set whrecthe new bridge joins Huddersfield Rd) will work together, 
and that needs to be introduced so that they ease traffic flows in all directions. 

The whole idea is impractical. The proposal would ruin the centre of Holmfirth and cause endless 
problems on feeder roads. I have not met one person who is in favour. .  

You are planning on destroying some of the oldest features of the town that survived the many 
floods.  

Pedestrians are a major disruption and delay to traffic when crossing roads. Install two footbridge 
instead of zebra crossings. Having two crossings converging in the same location and on a 
roundabout is ridiculous.  Campaign government for a bypass grant.  

Please consider how much money you are going to spend, the great disruption this will cause when 
there is so much else that needs doing in the Holme Valley, for instance there are other roads that 
are seriously in need of resurfacing e.g. in Hepworth. It could ruin Hollowgate which is a very 
interesting road as it stands.  Tidy up the Market Hall perhaps rather than knock it down as we 
need a Market Hall although not as big as the one we have. 

this only moves any bottleneck a few yards - the same amount of traffic will still be moving through. 
Ban large lorries and spend the money on developing the run down shops and make it more 
pedestrian friendly 

Living on Dunford Road, the plan will not reduce traffic on this road. What is needed is to reduce 
traffic especially lorry traffic  

The Kirklees proposed road scheme will be very bad for the residents and business people of 
Holmfirth. At the moment I rarely have any major problems getting in and out of Holmfirth. If the 
new ideas go ahead I think it will adversely affect traffic levels and congestion as cross Pennine 
traffic will use Holmfirth more than they do at the moment. Much of this new traffic will be through 
traffic and will be of no benefit to any local business. A VERY bad idea! 

Stop large vehicles using Dunford Rd 

Take into account the health of residents and visitors and keep the big lorries out and cut traffic 
numbers in The centre of Holmfirth 

I feel that other methods outside of The Holmfirth area should be considered to help reduce the 
traffic in the town centre, such as much improved public transport links, weight restrictions and 
general traffic calming measures should be looked at first 
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Hollow gate will be affected dramatically by the changes, access up Rotcher to the local primary 
school will become potentially dangerous for the school children. The character of the road in a 
preservation area will be damaged. There will be pollution increased with large diesel vehicles 
accessing Hollowgate.  

Please look at creating safe through passage for cyclists. The current scheme makes it less safe 
for cyclists. 
We really need some pedestrianised shopping in Holmfirth. Why not pedestrianise Victoria street 
and build a new road where the old Lodges is. This plan just considers cars not cycles and foot 
traffic.  

Holmfirth is a unique town that should be protected for people not traffic. The congestion is never 
that bad. I have lived here for 12 years and do not recognise there being significant traffic outside 
rush hours. Many times it is quiet. 

It is not clear how vehicles will be able to egress from the new road junction replacing the market 
hall. There are no traffic lights to control a6024 traffic. Similarly there will be limited opportunity in 
traffic to turn right into Victoria St. Need to be clear how this will improve matters.  

I strongly disapprove of changing the character and safety of  Hollowgate by routing even more 
traffic through there.  The impact on pedestrians, cyclists and festival use would be considerable.  
How would the small businesses on Hollowgate survive the disruption?  The scheme development 
in general will change the very nature of the attraction of the town, both for residents who value the 
traditional appearance of the place they have chosen to live and to the visitors who add a great 
deal to the economy of the town.  I do not want to see the market disappear with the proposed 
demolishment of the market buildings.  In any case, this proposed new route across the river will 
simply shift the congestion at the lights to a different point.  With no traffic lights, how will traffic 
merge into Victoria Street?  As a resident, I most definitely do not want road changes that bring yet 
more traffic, including heavy goods vehicles, into the town because there is an improved route, nor 
do I want to speed up the traffic coming through. 

It all looks clear and sensible (on paper, at any rate).  

Please consider the negative impact your plans will have on the historical nature of Holmfirth as a 
market Town and on its community who use and love the area as it is.  Hollowgate is of significant 
historical importance to Holmfirth and should not be altered from its present form.  The Market Hall 
should also be left alone and schemes should be devised to make better use of it - it should not be 
knocked down.  There is an alternative scheme, that at first glance, looks more favourable, if 
Holmfirth needs a plan at all, that has been put forward which I have seen on the website: 
'www.holmevalleyvision.com' along with other suggestions for consideration. 

I do not think that making Victoria Street one way will make any difference to the traffic in Holmfirth.  
It is just moving it from one side of the town to the other! 

Reduce on street parking to ease traffic congestion. 
Find a cheaper, more cost effective solution. The proposed plan aims to move traffic through the 
town centre quickly, for the town to thrive people need to be encouraged to shop and spend leisure 
time in the town. 

First, a detailed study should be carried out to establish and rank all factors that contribute to 
current congestion. This should then be used to inform design optioneering. Based in the proposed 
plans, I suspect this is not currently the case, and is more on the fact that funding to do something 
that could be marketed, politically, as improving the town is currently relatively easily available via 
the WYCA. As someone who has been involved in the design of many such schemes in their 
career, I understand why the level of preliminary investigation often ends up being less than ideal, 
but as a resident of Holmfirth who has the town's best interests at heart, I feel uneasy about the 
specifics of these plans, and the motivation for doing something. 

The proposed plan would stop people from visiting the town and would create huge problems for 
people coming from Rocher and along Hollowgate 

Shops and shoppers in Hollowgate will suffer with a continual stream of traffic  due to the new one 
way system 
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I would like you to consider the lower cost option, since I feel using a couple of new mini 
roundabouts and better sequencing of the Victoria Street traffic lights, the flow of traffic would be 
much better. 
At present there is a big problem, even at quiet times of the day, when the lights only allow 4/5 cars 
at a time to come out of Victoria Street. Hence you often get a back up as far back as Towngate. 
(Have the council ever done a traffic survey to monitor at this point?) 

This scheme will rip the heart out of our town, Hollowgate is our festival centre. 
Go spend money somewhere else this is ruining a town to alleviate a non existent traffic issue.  
Spend the money where there are actual traffic issues 

The plan has not taken into consideration the benefits of the residents at all. The questionaire is 
very biased as it only speaks about ‘travelling through’ Holmfirth not into Holmfirth. The planners 
haven’t even realised that there is a school at the top of the road which makes the plans massively 
dangerous for the children getting to and from school. It is only going to attract more traffic as it 
makes it one large road junction and doesn’t provide anymore parking as it is reducing the limited 
amount we currently have especially down Hollowgate which is already incredibly narrow.  

As a HGV drive, routing traffic through Hollowgate is a no no, the vibration of heavy goods vehicles 
will damage the buildings and would it be safe for pedestrians. 

1. The engagement has been poorly run. The leaflet drop ONLY went to houses within 1Km of the 
centre whereas the development affects the whole of the local community who use Holmfirth (the 
whole valley at least to Honley and including New Mill). 
2. I was very unimpressed with how poorly briefed the representatives were at the Civic Hall 
events, I went twice. They couldn't tell me the average journey time reduction over the whole day, 
were confused about which bits of the scheme were actually one way & had no idea or any interest 
in what is going to happen to the market. 
3. The scheme seems to have been developed with no consideration of the Conservation Area & 
the unique nature of the valley & it's historic buildings. The aim is purely to funnel more traffic 
through the middle of the village a bit faster. This will have a major effect on local businesses 
alt]ready struggling with poor parking & difficult financial environment in competition with out of 
town centre outlets such as the new Aldi supermarket on Huddersfield Rd 

Altering Hollowgate will spoil the look of the town. The present zebra crossings are in the wrong 
place. A roundabout at the top of the street may work better than the traffic lights. Continuous traffic 
on Hollowgate will destroy the present businesses. No parking on Victoria Street at any time will 
speed the traffic both ways. 

This is a costly proposal that will destroy the character of the town, causing increased risk of 
accidents to pedestrians and will not have any benefit on traffic movement.  The money would be 
be better spent at high accident spots in Kirklees eg New Mill junction or The Sovereign Junction.  

The entrance to Hollowgate is very narrow.  Even if this is a one way road, it will be a pinch point 
for large HGVs and double decker buses.  Hollowgate is a quaint road and it's character will be 
completely destroyed by these proposals.  It is closed for festivals that bring business to Holmfirth - 
and provides pleasure to residents and visitors alike. 

I own [redacted] on Huddersfield Road Holmfirth.  I have owned the shop for almost 4 years and I 
have seen the footfall in Holmfirth fall considerably in that time.  Many of my customers have 
complained about having to pay to park in Holmfirth.  They don't pay to visit Fox Valley Retail Park 
or Meadowhall.  They have also expressed their surprise that there is no tourist information for 
them to visit whereas there is one in Hebden Bridge.  Unless there is an accident, the traffic does 
flow through Holmfirth - I witness it five days a week!  The proposed scheme would destroy 
Hollowgate, which is a quaint area and the reason many visitors come to Holmfirth.  It would also 
affect the various festivals that take place throughout the year when Hollowgate is closed.  These 
festivals draw large crowds that boost trade for all the businesses in Holmfirth.  I used to live on 
Lower Mill Lane next to Hollowgate and walk my children to school.  These proposals would mean 
that children would be walking beside HGVs and double buses, so parents would add to the 
congestion by driving their children to school to avoid the danger of crossing the road. 
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Proposal will kill businesses in Hollowgate and sterilise use of street for social and community use 
as in the past.  
Parking on feeder roads into the centre requires driving on wrong side of road which causes major 
frustration to traffic flow across the town, e.g. 25 minutes delay coming down Greenfield Road 
because traffic could not get out of centre up Greenfield Road. Similar on all feeder roads. 
Not confident that all causes of congestion properly analysed and understood. 
As Civil Engineer with knowledge of similar situations in Europe, only effective solution that 
sustains the integrity of Holmfitth community is to tunnel under town centre. 

Holmfirth is a beautiful, quaint, historical English village as well as a national tourist attraction. The 
last thing it needs is a roundabout and a one way traffic system. You will destroy access to local 
businesses new and old and make it harder for pedestrians. I would rather see the local market 
developed than knocked down.  

The scheme will take the heart out of the Town.  There are much better ways of spending £5 
million.   
Just stop the big trucks coming through to cross the Pennines.  They should be using the M62 or 
Woodhead Pass. 

Just put a weight restriction on lorries allowed through. 

I believe we have a great opportunity to showcase a rural town centre of the future.  I believe the 
proposed plans will ease congestion in the short term but by doing so will also encourage car use.  
They do not provide an incentive for visitors and residents to stop in the town, something which 
every town centre needs if they are to thrive.  We need to consider creating more open green 
parkland in the town centre, make it pleasant for pedestrians to meander around the town and easy 
for residents to do their regular shopping there.   

This will not solve the problem that is caused by heavy articulated trucks turning right from 
Woodhead Road into Victoria Street.  There appears to be a rounded corner outside of the YBS, 
but it is the opposite corner, Charlesworths shop that is difficult to navigate for long articulated 
vehicles. 

It probably will ease congestion but Holmfirth is in massive need of more town Center parking not 
less! You can never park as it is let alone taking away all of the parking on Victoria street and 
hollowgate... can you create more parking spaces so when you want to just nip to the shop or 
bakery it doesn’t include a massive walk? 

Do not want any large roads through the centre of Holmfirth.  
Removing the small shops etc will just destroy the little village and turn it into a town. 

I am highly concerned that this will turn Holmfirth into simply a thoroughfare for commuting trafic. 
The proposed plans will ruin Hollogate and cause further ruin to the few remaining shops on 
Victoria street. Also I have concerns on the effect of the varios festivals the town holds. If these are 
effected then the businesses will simply not survive. We will simply be reduced to entertainment 
venues and charity shops. People will no longer visit during daylight hours. I am deeply against 
these plans. 

I'm shocked that Hollowgate is going to be destroyed by this plan. I've lived in Holmfirth a long time 
and yes the centre can block roads such as Dunford Road. I often use Bridge Lane and each and 
every time I wonder why this cannot be developed further. It hasn't even been considered in your 
plans. The High Cost (Discounted Option) is farcical and why you ever wasted time to show that as 
an option and then consider it makes me sceptical it was sown that there were no other options 
other than the Hollowgate one. Bridge Lane could take a lot of traffic coming form and going to 
Station Road. THUS Victoria Street would actually not even require development. BRIDGE LANE! 
That's where the real solution lies. Please don't destroy the centre of Holmfirth. You will KILL IT 
WITH CARS.  

Try moving the crossings. They are put in a place that cause problems! I have lived in holmfirth 39 
years, all my life. Yes there can be traffic but not to the extent that you need to make a one way 
system. It needs gentle intervention with sensible parking then it would run fine.  

Increasing traffic flow down Hollowgate in particular. 
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1. The damage to the character of Holmfirth 
2. Pollution 
3. Threats to pedestrians (children) attending and leaving Nab School 
4. Loss of Festival spaces 

1. Danger to pedestrians - children - attending and leaving Nab School 
2. Damage to local businesses 
3. Loss of Festivals' venues 
4. destruction of local character. 
5. Pollution 

-Congestion is intermittent, whereas the proposed changes are permanent. Better connections 
between the local villages, where possible, may steer traffic away from Holmfirth. Whereas wider 
roads in Holmfirth may attract more traffic into the town. 
 
-Part of the charm of Holmfirth is the fact that it is reasonably accessible by foot. This should be 
nurtured, perhaps by partly pedestrianising the centre, in order to increase footfall. This could be 
supplemented by improved car parking on the periphery of Holmfirth. Simply widening the 
pavements on Victoria street will not dramatically improve pedestrian access. 
 
-The destruction of the covered market building, one of the few remaining public spaces in 
Holmfirth, has been blithely ignored in the consultation documents. Even if this property is rented 
out to private businesses it will generate income.  

The old area of Hollowgate will lose its character with a major through road going through it. If a 
road has to go through there, would it in some way be possible to take it along and over the river to 
keep it away as far as posible from the shops and businesses there? Under the proposals there will 
continue to be a serious pinch point by Ashley Jackson's shop - could a road over and above the 
river be taken further along past the Elelphant and Castle and then up to the Greenfield Road 
/Woodhead Road junction somewhere beyond that shop? I realise, though, that this would involve 
some property demolition, but it would not disturb much of the Huddersfield Road area of Holmfirth. 

I don’t see how making Hollowgate the route for all traffic going through the town will make a more 
attractive environment for residents, businesses or visitors. I’m sure that a HGV or AN Other 
vehicle belching out fumes is not the outlook I’d like to be seeing while sipping my coffee in one of 
the cafes on that road.  How will these changes improve access for the business owners to their 
premises on Hollowgate?  Traffic will be taking all the space in the road forcing business owners to 
load out of hours and or on pavements forcing pedestrians into the road - an accident waiting to 
happen. 

Hollow gate is a narrow road which is not meant to be used as a main thoroughfare. Large wagons 
travelling along this route would be dangerous and detrimental to pedestrians and the buildings 
along the road. The bridge at the end of hollow gate is not wide enough to allow large vehicles to 
pass and turn left. Traffic coming down Rocher road would have to turn left into busy traffic- an 
impossible manoeuvre. How will the traffic On Huddersfield road turn right into Victoria street if 
there are no traffic lights?  

The answers could be much simpler than your proposal:  
 
1. Ban heavy goods vehicles travelling through Holmfirth centre between 7am-7pm  
2. Fix the traffic lights so they allow a better flow of traffic from Huddersfield Road. Perhaps even 
remove them altogether.   
3. Enforce parking restrictions so cars which pull up and stop illegally are fined.   
4. Improve the Bridge Lane turn to the A635 so cars can use that route to avoid the centre.   
5. Use data to examine the way pedestrians use the town and make the improvements based 
around them, e.g. most cars turning left from Towngate to Hollowgate fail to indicate that they are 
turning and accelerate into the turn making it dangerous for children to cross to Rotcher Road 
going to Nabb school.  
6. Make any further housing developments contingent upon the developers making significant 
contributions to improve the transport, education and health facilities in the area they are building. 
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There's answers which are cheaper, quicker and easier but whatever you decide must be centred 
around the people who live and work in Holmfirth rather than cars who are trying to race through it.   

Rerouting traffic including large vehicles along part of Hollowgate on the proposed one-way system 
will: 
1. adversely affect one of the town's key historic areas, venues for important cultural activities and 
small independent retailers on this stretch of road 
2. impact negatively on a key pedestrian route that links different parts of the settlement thereby 
affecting all users' quality of town experiences and the commerical viability of different important 
businesses/service providers and traders further from the centre 
3. bring traffic into very close proximity to parents and children accessing Holmfirth Junior and 
Infant school (Nabb School) in the adjacent road 
4. extend the impact of traffic pollutants from an existing commercial street into an area adjacent to  
residential properties  
5. remove an important trading area and community building - Market Hall - from a key position 
6. roundabouts prove hard to cross for pedestrians 

This is meant to be a picturesque village. That is what brings people here. A quaint Yorkshire 
village. Ruining it by putting in that bridge. Ridiculous idea. How about move a road to the outsides 
of village?  Instead of destroying the only good thing we have.  Don't destroy the village  . No to 
bridge and roundabout.  

£4.7million is a huge amount to spend on killing off Holmfirth centre. 

Divide Holmfirth into two with constant traffic if one way on victoria street. No one will stop. Will 
loose much loved market with no new proposal? In this day and age where we are trying to reduce 
traffic and travelling you are going to increase it through Holmfirth and stop locals popping to shops 
and end up going further afield to avoid Holmfirth run through of huge lorry’s that can’t get up 
dunford road anyway, that’s where the traffic problems occur stopping traffic for half an hour at a 
time because they can’t get past. 

Just take away the traffic lights. When they’re not working traffic is always much smoother. Just 
have the one zebra crossing. Spend the money on either lights or a roundabout in NewMill where 
it’s really needed. 

Consider the impact of the adverse trade to local independent shops in the town. It will spoil the 
scenic look of the town and destroy footfall into town, along with putting off would be tourists. We 
will end up with a glorified roundabout & streets of empty boarded up shops. We are resident in 
Holmfirth and on the whole walk into town for provisions & socialising. When busy it is a minor 
inconvenience & compared to other towns across the country it would equate to five minutes on a 
journey, which people should factor in to their trips. 

There are no pedestrianised areas in the scheme - Holmfirth is a town very much made up of 
families, young children, and elderly people. These key demographics need safer spaces in the 
town.  

I do not consider Hollowgate a suitable or safe road to be used as a thoroughfare for large vehicles,  
buses, coaches and HGV vehicles up to 25 tonnes in weight. Having seen a young child run out of 
the fish and chip shop across the narrow pavement into the path of an oncoming car I am very 
conscious of the dangers of any large travelling along there. Very fortunately and surprisingly, the 
driver managed to brake quickly so as to avoid hitting the child.  Safety has to be a high priority. 
 
Additionally, the shops and businesses along Hollowgate would inevitably suffer enormously both 
during the construction works and beyond. I wouldn't fancy crossing what would be a very busy, 
narrow road to go to the sandwich shop and come out onto the very narorow pavement when a 
Plevin wagon, complete with trailer, thundered past.   
 
Vehicles approaching the town from Rotcher Road may well encounter significant problems as 
would parents/child minders taking children too and from Nabb School. 
 
Hollowgate has many lovely and very useful shops visited by residents and tourists alike.  The 
buildings are interesting and in keeping with the town. Several events are held on there and it 
would be a shame to lose that.  The Market Hall may not be the most attractive of buildings but, as 
a resident of Holmfirth for almost 35 years, I would not want to lose the twice weekly market and 
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other, occasional craft and speciality markets held there.  Is there a provision to house the market 
elsewhere. 
 
Generally, I feel that by using Hollowgate as a thoroughfare, the heart and soul of town would be 
ripped out and the whole 'feel' of the place would be changed for the worse for evermore. 

I am a resident of Holmfirth and also business owner.  i feel the only proper solution to the traffic 
problem in Holmfirth is to stop the heavy goods vehicle traffic from coming through Holmfirth.  The 
Town Centre access plan does nothing to sort out the congestion in all areas as Station Rd, Dunfod 
Rd and Upperbridge will remain exactly the same as they are no w - all narrow and restricted by 
parked cars of residents or just the narrowness of the buildings.  We HAVe to restrict the heavy 
goods vehicles coming through from the M1 at junction 35A over to Manchester.    

The main cause of congestion in the village, is when a vehicle parks on double yellow lines at peak 
times, often to make a delivery to one of the restaurants/bars.  If such deliveries were made at off-
peak times, the flow of traffic would be positively impacted during peak times. 

It would seem sensible to limit the amount of traffic on Victoria St in order to improve access to 
shops for pedestrians 

These plans are ambitious but might improve traffic flow for the through traffic.  If there was 
cheaper parking it would take all the parked cars off Dunford Road, Greenfield Road and the 
Huddersfield Road by the cricket club. 

There is no way that a more attractive environment will be created, more likely what we have will be 
irretrievably damaged.Traffic will increase  and thus pollution. It is NOT a green plan in any way. 
Holmfirth is a designated conservation area and we should be inputting into community 
infrastructure not allowing it to become a commuter route. People who live and work here are not 
interested in how long it takes to get through the village but in being able to access it and park! 
Traffic will increase along Hollowgate, an area of particular historic interest and also along the main 
road in front of Longley's and Read. this can't but have a negative effect on buisinesses, many of 
which are just starting up and beginning to have  positive impact on Holmfirth for those of us who 
actually live and shop here. This is what we should be investing in, NOT in through traffic. The 
junction at the bottom of Rotcher would be impossible as well as dangerous for the school children 
from Nabb. I fail to see how the plans could improve access when what is being proposed is 
basically making the centre of Holmfirth into a roundabout! We have seen no proposals to mitigate 
against the total chaos that would ensue while works took place. 

Please make more consideration to pedestrians  have you considered in any detail the school 
children who attend Holmfirth JIN? 
Perhaps the money should be spent making the river side more picturesque. 
The main aim should not be to increase speed of traffic through Holmfirth. That will only encourage 
more traffic to come through. Don’t encourage traffic lorries to come through Holmfirth 
Please rethink this scheme 

Holmfirth has an absolute centre / heart, this is Victoria Square (bottom of Victoria Street).  No 
sensible scheme should direct the majority of traffic through the 'epicentre'.  If intervention MUST 
happen, this must happen before the centre.  Either: pass through Lodges / fly over coop car park. 

The road system was not designed for all this modern day traffic congestion will just happen on 
other roads e.g. Dunford Road, Station Road  Need to get people off the roads with more frequent 
public transport.  People are forced to have a car to move around. 

No parking on Victoria street. Traffic lights at junction of Huddersfield road and Victoria street 
always going out of sequence causing traffic build-up in Huddersfield road. 

Doubtful that traffic flow would be improved especially at peak times. Hollowgate very narrow for 
large trucks and buses. Potential clash between right turners out of new road and those already on 
A6024 queuing to turn right into car park or Victoria Street. This could lead to traffic queuing on 
Hollowgate and back to the proposed roundabout. 
We would like to see the data on traffic flow published showing improvements. Believe high 
intervention scheme needed. 

Rotcher: difficult turning due to increased traffic flow and dangerous for children from Nabb school. 
Hollowgate:  an area of historic interest and hug he character ruined. Public space 
lost for festivals damaging locals; business and tourists. 
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Increased traffic on Huddersfield Rd opposite Longley's and Read- detrimental to local businesses 
as increasingly difficult to access on foot due to more traffic flow! 

- It will kill Hollwgate as a quaint road when traffic has gone home 
- encourage more juggernauts 
- do nothing about Dunford Road which is a bottleneck 
- just moving problem from traffic lights at Victoria Road 
- turn it into Brockholes - a place you drive through 

Long overdue, anything that diverts HGV's from using Victoria Street is essential as they just clog 
the junction up. 

Holmfirth does not have a serious conjestion problem. I have lived here for 15+ years, travel in or 
through Holmfirth several times a week and very rarely get held up for even 5 minutes.  On the 
other hand, the village traffic is currently well balanced - mainly local and not being generally used 
for cross Pennine purposes.  It is very telling that the Northern Power Hub and other regional 
development agencies are funding this massive development.  They will be very happy to open a 
cross Pennine 'rat run' on the cheap.  We don't want that.  You will destroy Holmfirth as a visitor 
destination - and ruin all the small businesses. 

Hollowgate is not wide enough for 2 way traffic and safety of pedestrians and depriving the 
businessess of parking i.e. Fish + Chip shop, Wheelsbrook, school traffic will also add to 
congestion. 

Ok - a thankless task 

The proposal would turn the centre of Holmfirth into a large roundabout. It would rip the heart out 
and threaten our already fragile local economy without resolving the existing congestion problem - 
the junction at Rocher and Hollowgate, for instance, would become dangerous for kids from Nab 
school, and impossible for farm vehicles with trailers.  Hollowgate is in the conservation area and 
one of the most significant historical areas in the valley.  Environmental vandalism - no vision. 

Not necessary. Very lengthy disruption not justified. Will destroy irreplaceable character of the 
village. 

Hollowgate very narrow footpath by shops no room to widening.  Difficulty for 18 metre arties turn 
out of the New Road onto Woodhead Road. 
Reducing two lanes down to one opposite New Road exit will create long queues up Greenfield 
Road. 

Any avoiding route should be beyond the town centre as shown by the Holme Valley video. 

Hollowgate is well used by pedestrians as a part of the Riverside Walk.  This will completely 
change the character.  The biggest problem is the significant increase in use of big vehicles on 
Hollowgate and elsewhere, using Holmfirth as a shortcut.  Making traffic flow 'better' will exacerbate  
the problem.  They are not trunk roads.  What's being done to stop the rat-run.  People don't even 
indicate or slow down now to use Hollowgate. The top end of Holmfirth near and around Woodhead 
Road will become harder to reach, town divided. Air quality is just getting worse. 

1. Very narrow footpath at Town Gate end of Hollowgate (before proposed widening further on). 
2. Lack of crossing top of Victoria Street 
3. Hollowgate not wide enough for wagons and top of new proposed road will 
4. Create backlog on Hollowgate up Dunford Road too small for large vehicles.  
5. Proposed roundabout bottom of Dunford Road too small for large vehicles. 
6. Will cause a backlog up Woodhead Road from Holmbridge end as road in Holmfirth is to be 
brought down to one lane instead of two. 

The proposals do not address the fundamental traffic problems of heavy goods vehicles using 
Holmfirth as a route to avoid congestion on the Woodhead Pass.Weight restrictions   
 on vehicles using the centre would help.Illegal parking in Victoria street  is also a main contributor 
to congestion and is something which better enforcement could tackle immediately. 

There doesn't seem to be much of a choice of options.  You have stated doing nothing and the one 
low cost option will not make any difference and the high cost option has already been discounted.  
- Concerns about safety and access for pedestrians if Hollowgate bridge option is implemented. 
- Feels like bottlenecks are often created around flow of traffic due to flow of traffic from Dunford 
and the two pedestrian/pelican crossings at bottom of Victoria Street. 
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Will have little positive effect.  Just shifting congestion from Victoria St to Hollowgate which is too 
narrow for the many HGVs which will use it. 
Too many cars, too many HGVs.  Bypass needed. 

Even with the proposed changes Hollowgate would still not be wide enough.  We will lose out 
identity as the changes would mean loss of areas essential to the success of our festivals and as a 
consequence loss of revenue to the town.  The heavy vehicles would be far too close to the 
Hollowgate businesses. 

Being a resident situated just off Hollowgate this plan will have an effect on the ability to get in and 
out of Holmfirth with a vehicle.  The so called congestion will just be moved from Victoria St to the 
bottom of Dunford Rd and then the exit from the proposed road bridge on to Huddersfield Rd.  Any 
vehicle trying to make a right exit towards Huddersfield will have difficulty joining traffic flow, thus 
backing up traffic, back to the proposed roundabout at the bottom of Dunford Rd. 

Whilst it is a admirable plan, it is simply  sticking plaster.  Traffic will just find another way.  We are 
diverting the problem rather than solving it.  it should be loading only in Victoria St. 

Holmfirth needs action because it is congested seven days per week.  Large backlogs are a fact of 
life for the motorist in HF.  However, traffic will always find a way.  Whatever improvements are 
made will simple send traffic 'somewhere else' people who cannot park for free on Victoria Street, 
will simply park for free elsewhere.  Whilst these plans will help, its a sticking plaster.  We need to 
get people out of cars and onto public transport. 

Will be very hazardous walking along Hollowgate with artic lorries driving past.  Don't feel there is a 
massive traffic problem in Holmfirth at present, especially if parking on Hollowgate - Victoria Street 
was prohibited. 

I believe that banning parking on Victoria Street during the day coupled with pedestrian lights on 
the pedestrian crossings linked to the traffic lights at the top of Victoria St would be all that would 
be necessary. 

I feel the proposals as they stand will destroy a large part of the distinctive heritage of the centre of 
Holmfirth for very little gain . Which could be achieved by the banning of vehicles  from passing 
through the village centre and by the removal of the lights from the top of Victoria street and 
replacing them with a mini roundabout. 
An alternative proposal could be to install a one way system by widening and extending school 
street with a new bridge over the river bringing vehicles out at the car park above Wagstaff shoes . 
This could be achieved without demolition of any shops ,offices or indeed any buildings and if this 
section was two way only small Street and Hollowgate removing the need for any central major 
alterations   

Taking lorries on a 1 way road (Hollowgate) across a new bridge will be a nightmare for 
pedestrians, unless you remove all the shops on Hollowgate, and this would destroy the centre of 
Holmfirth as a shopping hub!! 

The proposed changes will not solve the problem.  Car parking will be reduced on street and the 
car park opposite library will go I presume when the market hall road appears.  The traffic lights 
contribute to the congestion.  A footbridge for pedestrians from Hollowgate may ease the problem 
of pedestrians at the 2 zebra crossings. 

The proposed changes seem particularly disruptive without offering substantive solutions to the 
perceived problems 

Traffic going on Hollowgate will cause problems for children going to school up Rotcher Road.  
Cars wanting to turn down will be a traffic hazard.  Increased pollution from traffic going on 
Hollowgate because cars will have engines running waiting to move on Hollowgate. 

It appears that the new road will involve demolition of the market hall.  However, I did not see any 
reference to this being relocated or rebuilt elsewhere.  This is a very successful market and one of 
the main attractions of Holmfirth.  Visitors to the market bring a lot of money into the town.  I think it 
is essential that hte market is not lost to Holmfirth if the existing building needs to be demolished. 
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Box junctions at most junctions especially the top of new link/A6024 and Hudds Rd/Victoria St. Are 
you retaining Traffic lights as well as repositioed pedestrian lights. Maybe traffic lights no longer 
needed and cause some congestion, while box junction maybe with camera, enable traffic flow. 
 
Shame to spoil Hollowgate with heavy traffic. 
 
Better plan ? 
 
Maximise tree planting with ecologically appropriate species only ! Best way to soften the new link 
road. Birch with planting ranging from dense to scattered. Holly for understorey and "security" 
planting. 

Complete lack of understanding of the needs of Holmfirth residents, despite the scheme being 
promoted for past 2 years.  Fundamental issues with scheme design that won't work at peak times 
- access/egress to Rotcher Road, access in Huddersfield for residents of Scarfold, HGVs routing 
via Hollowgate, no signals on new link road junction with Woodhead Road will result in blocking 
back down Hollowgate and Blocking of new roundabout.  Very poorly designed with no evidence 
presented to show it will make things better. 

A mini roundabout at the bottom of Dunford Road would not stop vehicles coming down station 
road.  Many cars regularly stop in the boxed area causing restricted movement. The narrow 
Rotcher Road wil still not allow 2 way traffic further causing a blockage onto Hollow if they can only 
turn left. 

The proposed changes, I feel are not an improvement.  Holmfirth has been a tourist attraction for 
many years.  The increase in the size of the vehicles travelling through the centre of the town 
especially if redirected down Dunford Road when an incident has occurred on Woodhead needs to 
be addressed. 

Surely it would make sense to have no parking at all down Victoria Street!! How are children going 
to be able to cross Hollowgate safely to get up Rotcher to school? (need crossing attendant!!) 

- increase danger for pedestrians 
- one-way traffic equals increased speed - therefore pedestrian danger. 
- Hollowgate danger - busses/lorries/fast cars on the proposed gyratory on a very narrow route. 
- Dangerous junctions for pedestrians (- bottom of Dunford Road east side - bottom of Rotcher 
school children - danger for pedestrians where tourism should be the priority. 
- Gradient from Hollowgate to A6024 - pollution / no easier than Victoria St 

Whilst congestion in Holmfirth is a regular problem the proposed solution in this plan will not help 
and would, in all likelihood, make it worse. Where currently there is one choke point in Victoria 
Street, three will be created at the bottom of Dunford Road, the end of Hollowgate and the current 
Victoria Street.  
 
Add to this the inevitable loss of business and the effects on tourism, added to the equally 
inevitable delays to buses connecting at Holmfirth bus station then this plan is clearly flawed. It will 
also make access to Nab School even more fraught and pedestrians as a whole will also be 
exposed to even more danger. 
 
The real answer to traffic problems in and around Holmfirth and the wider Holme Valley is 
responsible town planning rather than the free for all approach adopted by Kirklees currently.  

Difficulty  joining traffic coming down Rotcher and out of Lower Mill Lane.  Can't see new junction 
on to Huddersfield Rd (market) working well if Huddersfield Rd blocked by people trying to get into 
car park.  Problems crossing Huddersfield Rd in this area. 

Stop lights for 1 month to see how drivers cope. 
Remove zebra opp Kays 
Make aware it is a road and not a public walk area 
Make assessments after trial month 
More parking needed 
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1 - Ban HGV's over 3.5T 
2 - No parking down Victoria Street 
3 - You are proposing to spoil a much loved town where I have lived all my life 

See what the centre of Holmfirth is like after alterations.  Then send round a survey for people to 
give their opinion. 

Not enough parking in Holmfirth so don't shop there. 
Stop lights it caused delays and build ups 

It will increase traffic on Bridge Lane.  That will be very bad. 
It will also increase traffic on Heys Road near the High School  That will also be bad. 

What will happen at Rotcher Road? It's almost impossible to turn left at the bottom into Hollowgate.  
Will it become one-way? (ie. up hill only). I fear that the 'loading bays' will be used for parking by 
local people (some will argue that 'they have always parked there'). Unless it is strictly enforced 
delivery vans etc will end up blocking the roads because the loading bays have cars in. 

The only way to improve environment, ease traffic, help improve efficiency and create better 
access, is to stop large wagons coming through the centre of Holmfirth.  Your plans don't do this in 
fact it makes it an easier option for them. 

Your scheme will choke up the town even more.  You have not taken into account HGVs over 3.5 
tonnes.  Both river crossings are not suitable for HGVs and these vehicles should be banned.  
Highways England have their matrix available to inform these vehicles that no access is available 
to Manchester via Holmfirth. The Greenfield Road and Holme Moss are not suitable for HGVs.  
Holmfirth is an age old Market Town, do not spoil it for the sake of transport. 

The scheme development is not required and has not been asked for by the residents of Holmfirth. 
The creation of wider and extra roads through Holmfirth will only lead to traffic going faster there 
will be more traffic and more use of the roads in the town centre by HGVs. None of this is desirable 

The proposals fail to adequately meet the need for improved convenience, safety and clean air for 
pedestrians. 
Specifically: 1. The re-positioned pedestrian crossings on Station Rd and Victoria St increase 
walking distances for pedestrians. The increased traffic flow will presumably entail longer waits at 
the traffic lights. 2. Inadequate protection for pedestrians at the bottom of Rotcher, despite the 
increased traffic flow. 3. The problem of rat-running along Hollowgate over the Upper Bridge with 
constant damage to the bridge and danger to pedestrians at this, Holmfirth primary tourist 
attraction. 

I cannot see any advantage from this scheme having heavy goods vehicles travelling on 
Hollowgate is madness its just too narrow. Also having two pelican crossings will just increase 
congestion. I will save you 4.5 million pounds turn the traffic lights off. When they are out of order 
traffic flows freely I would have thought your survey would have spotted this. One of the main 
reasons for congestion is the lights coming from Huddersfield direction only let 3 or 4 cars through 
at one time. 

You are losing too many short stay parking spaces - 4 on Victoria Street, 2 outside Barclays and 5 
on Hollowgate and not replacing them. Discouraging people to call at shops. The zebra by the 
entrance to the bus station is badly located - too near to the mini roundabout what about the loss of 
the market hall? 

Traffic will be pushed into other unsuitable areas such as Bridge Lane or [?] Lane. 
We don't need wider pavements on Victoria Street. Remove the parking apart from some disabled. 
Restrict loading to early morning or evening. 
It is difficult to turn right out of the car park next to the market so I fail to see how a bridge would 
work or make matters better. 

Comments as below concerning Hollowgate and market. 
Reduced car parking whilst demolition and restructuring of new road (site of market hall) 
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Totally wrong approach. 
- will encourage more HGVs to try and travel through the centre 
- wont improve traffic flow as there is no new capacity in/out of centre 
- Will isolate the centre unit shops 
- will remove existing traditional structures 
- Hollowgate will be dead to shopping 
- waste of use of Victoria Street 

I'm very concerned about losing the market. Also the proposed developments would make crossing 
the road next to the library and the businesses next to that dangerous. 

The position of the current zebra crossings cause problems with traffic flow- especially at school 
times. Perhaps some consideration could be given to altering these? 
We like having a market in Holmfirth- it could do with some improvement but not getting rid of. 

Your proposal is all about drivers and the traffic flow. It doesn't consider the views of pedestrians 
not the local businesses. It will not create a more attractive environment - merely create a large 
roundabout! As a person who has lived in other parts of the country (London, Portsmouth and 
Brighton, (but now a resident of Holmfirth for nearly 30 years) the congestion in Holmfirth is relative. 
It is not worth losing Hollowgate - just to make the traffic flow a bit easier. 

Prefer the alternative route next to the post office 

I feel the proposal will make the town feel like a round a bout and will increase polution and further 
detract visitors to the town as pedestrian areas will be reduced.  

roundabout will make cycling straight on more dangerous. cyclists should be exempt from one 
direction traffic.  

We volunteer at Nabb School and it appears that this proposal would make it more difficult to drive 
up and down from Hollowgate into Rotcher Road. 
 
In my experience any traffic hold ups are caused by traffic illegally parked - the areas frequently 
affected are Victoria Street outside the bakery and on Woodhead Road by the commercial 
premises. If these areas were better policed it would make a huge difference. 
 
The other major cause of traffic hold up is the amount of heavy traffic passing through Holmfirth. 
Lorries frequently become stuck on Woodhead Road opposite Ashley Jacksons. This causes hold 
ups. 
 
Most of the heavy traffic is from the same company- Plevin. I believe their depot is in Moseley I 
have tracked these lorries and they seem to be largely going to or from the M1 at Stocksbridge. I 
cannot see why they come through Holmfirth surely the route from Moseley through Tintwistle etc is 
the more direct route. A weight restriction would solve this problem. 
 
If  Kirklees did not encourage so much new housing in the valley the traffic would not have 
increased so much. Our lanes cannot sustain this amount of new traffic - this development will not 
help with this problem. In fact these proposals will increase the traffic on the narrow valley side 
routes eg Binns Lane, Cemetery Road etc 

See no point in it. Often pinch points are created when for example the woodhead pass is closed 
but this is rare. A roundabout at the bottom of dunford Rd would be useful as traffic can back up 
early evening. The market is important to the town as is the flexibility that hollow gate provides for 
fairs, estivals etc.. 

This plan only benefits those driving cars and lorries travelling through the town. It is of no benefit 
to pedestrians & those of us who live here. The congestion will just be moved - traffic turning both 
ways emerging from the new road on to Huddersfield Rd will have to negotiate heavy traffic 
travelling in both directions! The plan gives priority to traffic over pedestrians- this flies in the face of 
present national initiatives which aim to reduce traffic in towns and give priority to cyclists and 
pedestrians. 

Don’t waste money on an ill thought out scheme which would do little to improve congestion and 
potentially increase vehicular traffic through a small town.  Create space by removing parking on 
hollow gate and Main Street in the middle. 
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Yes, there is some congestion in Holmfirth, but it is not constant and in my opinion it is not severe 
enough to warrant the destruction of the Town Centre. Holmfirth has not been identified as having 
poor air quality and as more electric vehicles are used (including buses I hope) and measures to 
reduce pollution are engineered into cars, the risk of air pollution from idling engines will diminish. 
On the other hand, this proposal to decrease journey times through Holmfirth will make the roads 
more dangerous for pedestrians, cyclists, and those using mobility vehicles. Many pavements in 
Holmfirth will remain narrow and uneven and the only thing that makes them safe is that traffic is 
travelling very slowly in the town centre. Furthermore, the proposed scheme will mean that 
Hollowgate cannot be closed to traffic which will mean the Town will lose a really important 
pedestrian area which is used for festivals and events. Such festivals are essential to the prosperity 
of Holmfirth and the proposed plan will destroy Holmfirth as a festival venue. I’m afraid I do not 
believe the proposed scheme will alleviate the delays at the traffic lights and instead will make 
Holmfirth, particularly in the area of Hollowgate, far more dangerous for both drivers and 
pedestrians, as well as making turning out of Rotcher Bank at busy times an extremely dangerous 
manoeuvre. Reducing the journey time though Holmfirth is also likely to increase the volume of 
through traffic, which will simply result in renewed congestion. 

The scheme is designed to turn the centre of a small village into a major through road by speeding 
up traffic and with little consideration for any other type of road user. The local shops and 
businesses would be greatly affected, particularly on Hollowgate. There is no provision for cyclists 
contained within the proposals which is either short sighted or  negligent on the behalf of the 
planners. As is seen and proved by studies all over the world, increasing road space and speed 
leads to greater traffic. If the aim of this scheme is to speed up traffic, increase the amount of cars 
using Holmfirth and scare away any other road user, such as pedestrians and cyclists, then it will 
be incredibly successful. This scheme is clearly not in the interests of Holmfirth and its residents 
and is more in favour of anyone, such as freight and haulage companies, who want to use the town 
as a shortcut between Sheffield and the eastern half of Greater Manchester. I oppose this scheme 
in the strongest possible terms.   

Scheme is trying to solve a problem that doesn't exist. Some slight changes to traffic light 
sequences & zebra crossing locations would improve at certain times of day. The scheme would 
create issues for traffic coming from rotcher road on to hollowgate  

Fear that the heart and soul will be knocked out of a lovely little gem 

Dedicating a section of Hollowgate to heavy traffic flow will mean the end of the Festival of Folk and 
probably the Food Festival. Hollowgate is currently one of the few streets in Holmfirth that is 
pleasant to walk along as it is lightly trafficed - this scheme will end that. 

You will spoil Holmfirth. Try looking to divert traffic away from Holmfirth. Don’t accept that going 
through Holmfirth is the only option  

A few questions if these proposed changes occurred: 
1. Would Holmfirth really be a more attractive environment for residents, businesses or visitors and 
if so, in what way? 
2. How would it create better access for local residents, workers or business owners who would 
have to deal with even more traffic in the centre? 
3. Would it make for a safer environment for pedestrians, particularly children, many of whom walk 
up Rotcher Road to school and would have to cross at least one or more really busy road every 
day? 
4. Would the changes only encourage more people to use Holmfirth as a through road therefore 
making for even more traffic, particularly huge lorries that find it difficult to manoeuvre even the 
small roads that lead into the village? 
5. Would more people pass though Holmfirth rather than stopping to visit? 
6. Would air quality be better or worse for people living and working in Holmfirth and for 
pedestrians? 
7. As the proposal builds a road which cuts through one of the oldest and most visited areas, would 
this encourage more or fewer tourists to visit? 
8. We need to think about people’s everyday lives and the impact that traffic, noise and pollution 
have. This proposal only takes traffic into consideration and how to move it more quickly. Why do 
we need to constantly move traffic quicker at the expense of people’s health and wellbeing? 
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Holmfirth has become the home of festivals, the first starts in May and they continue throughout the 
summer. Holmfirth relies on these festivals to bring the many tourists who flock here to see and 
take part in them. Some of the festivals make use of outside spaces, particularly Hollowgate which 
can be, and often is, closed off for the occasions. The proposal would prevent this and probably 
prevent some of the festivals happening too. 

Measures need to be brought in to prevent traffic travelling through the town...particularly 
HGV's...most use it as an alternative to other major routes - must be able to...weight limits etc.Local 
people accept there are busy times - and why should the centre of town be changed just to 
facilitate through traffic...many of which are just passing through. We have not seen any analysis of 
the nature of the present flow through town - have there been any detailed such survey?  

There seems to be a conflict in planning here. Why do we need yet another supermarket that adds 
congestion on the way into/out of Holmfirth.  

Hi, in terms of roads, it looks like rotcher road will be difficult to get out from, especially issue in 
morning when school traffic uses this road for Holmfirth junior school.  Hollow gate is also a good 
old street and useful for events, this will destroy this.  Plans look like they will turn the nice bit of 
Holmfirth into road network for through traffic and spoil street.  

The character of the town will be affected. The construction period will disrupt traffic, both vehicular 
and pedestrian and will effect shops, probably they will not recover again. Community life, festivals 
and other local traditional events will be lost for ever. I can't see how the scheme will speed up 
traffic. Landscaping Victoria Street will be a waste of money. One way to improve congestion in 
Holmfirth at very little cost would be to ban on street parking on Victoria Street, Hollowgate and 
Huddersfield Road. I have never yet failed to find a parking space in Crown Bottom which proves 
that parking is not a problem. There are more pressing problems that the authority should be 
spending money on.    

this is an historic town full of character and I do not wish this character to be ruined.  I travel 
through on my way home from work and yes I have to wait at the traffic lights but only as much as I 
do at the traffic lights on Chapel Hill in Huddersfield in the rush hour.  I think this is a small sacrifice 
for the priviledge of living here. The use of Hollowgate for the folk and food festivals is paramount 
and strongly oppose the destruction of this road.  The money would be better spent on providing 
free parking to encourage town centre shopping and banning juggernauts.  Vehicles can choose an 
alternative route if they wish so I suggest that most of the traffic is actually local and we locals are 
not complaining about the congestion 

there is only an issue with congestion when there is a problem on the M62 or Woodhead Pass.  
Spend the money on making them more passable.  Use the money to improve parking and making 
it free like in Meltham to encourage people to shop more in our town..Add a pelican crossing 
instead of the two zebra crossings 

Ability to do road closures for festivals, tree planting on Victoria street, 20 mph zone, pedestrian 
crossing either on hollowgate at bottom of rotcher road or across dunford rd to enable children to 
access the school up Rotcher Rd, cycle parking, improve shop frontages 

Deliveries to the centre could be limited to specific time as happens in other towns 

Why not put o link road outside the town somewhere between the new Aldi and Lidl joining with 
new mill road at the old Midlothian stopping lorries getting into holmfirth in the first place 

Hollowgate not suitable for heavy traffic. It’s not just about travelling through Holmfirth but using it 
as a visitor/ resident  

When delays do occur in Holmfirth, they are often caused by one/all of the following ie. parking on 
double yellow lines (particularly by sandwich shop in Victoria Street)/parking of heavy/long/delivery 
vehicles eg Hollowgate opposite rear of Edinboro Woolen/sequence of phasing of traffic lights at 
top of Victoria Street (suggest Hudds bound traffic from Holmbridge could flow at the SAME time as 
traffic coming from Huddersfield). The focus of the plan to 'reduce delays' could be achieved by 
less costly, less invasive procedures. If Kirklees wants to develop the quality of life for residents 
and make improvements for visitors, then the focus should be on pedestrian and cycle 
safety/preservation of the historic character/not - as it seems - to encourage and facilitate the 
passage of ever more heavy traffic. Surely in 2019 the emphasis, in terms of air quality and safety 
should be to minimise the volume of traffic, to encourage use of roads like A628 eg.PLEVIN 
biomass lorries would need only 3 extra minutes to take this route to their base in Mossley.  
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Pathetic use of tax payers money trying to solve a problem that doesn’t exist  
Just move the zebra crossing away from the bottom of dunford and near to the post office  

Providing more roads only creats more cars  

The scheme aims to speed up the flow through Holmfirth. It is mainly focused on cars and freight 
vehicles. Hollowgate is a historic area. This plan will destroy the character, limit the activity of 
festivals and most importantly be less safe for pedestrians and school children. We need fewer 
large articulated lorries. During the construction phase it is possible that visitor numbers will fall and 
businesses contribute to business closures.  

The plan considers traffic in Holmfirth.  It does not consider the volume of traffic arising from issues 
at the Woodhead Pass or other transpennine routes. 
It only considers vehicle traffic, it does not consider pedestrians. 
It considers traffic once it is in the centre of Holmfirth.  It does not look at the access routes such as 
Dunford Road, which will remain heavily congested under this plan. 

Problems occur when large vehicles attempt to cross the bridge at the end of Hollowgate next to 
The Elephant & Castle/ FairTrade Shop. In the new proposal such problems could still happen. If 
the Market Hall was to be demolished and a new bridge built there should be no vehicular access 
over the old bridge.  
Hollowgate is closed at certain times and for particular events such as the Folk Festival and Food & 
Drink Festival. These are important cultural events and tourist for the town and bring in much 
needed revenue for Holmfirth. Creating Hollowgate as a major roadway would impinge on these 
important uses and reduce revenue for Holmfirth.  

The preferred option allows cars and other vehicles to further dominate the town and turn the town 
centre into a glorified traffic system, further discouraging pedestrians and shoppers.  I suggest the 
"low cost" option be adopted at this stage.  As has been seen repeatedly in other examples, traffic 
will increase to take advantage of improvements until it is once more hitting peak-time blockages 
and delays.    

I think your plan to turn Hollowgate into a busy road is not going to achieve the goals of making 
Holmfirth town centre more friendly to residents, visitors and businesses. In, fact, I personally think 
Hollowgate should be closed off for traffic completely to promote pedestrian traffic over cars. 
Ever since I was made aware of this consultation, I learned about the www.holmevalleyvision.com 
plan for redesigning town centre, and I have become strongly in favour of their vision. It would be a 
superb change if both Hollowgate and Victoria were closed to traffic and the traffic would go in front 
of the post office. So please consider this opinion as a very strong support voice for the 
holmevalleyvision's vision. I do believe it's better NOT to change the situation in Holmfirth AT ALL 
than to change it according to your proposed plan. 
 
I only have a few extra comments -  
1) your plan completely ignores cyclists! Holmfirth is a very popular destination and stop for many 
cyclists and there is very little cycle-friendly infrastructure. We need more parking spots, designated 
lanes, cycle paths through and outside of towns and new children-friendly paths (ideally linkings 
with the trans-pennine cycleway, but as much on flat as possible). 
2) Rotcher road desperately needs new pavement and a secure way of crossing the Hollowgate 
and walking up to the Nabb school. It is now dangerous and extremely frustrating to go there either 
by car or on foot with your child. Note that the holmevalleyvision's plan would solve this issue 
almost completely. 

You are simply inviting more traffic to holmfirth as a thoroughfare . This was kill holmfirth & 
businesses & residents will have to contend with constant traffic flow , large wagons & truck going 
along Hollowgate which is a terrifying thought & also buses along Hollowgate which is again is an 
accident waiting to happen & will kill off one of the nicest places in holmfirth .  

The attractiveness of Holmfirth to visitors and people wanting to shop and come to functions and 
restaurants there. 

The roads aren't the problem it is the amount of traffic on a general level but this is country wide 
problem not just specific to Holmfirth. How we travel should be the area to address. What does 
need improving are the pedestrian crossings as they are not clearly defined. Putting a bridge over 
hollowgate will not ease the problem  as the flow of traffic will stay the same, you will just be shifting 
the problem.   
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Holmfirth should be for the people - not an enhanced rat run for vehicles when the woodhead pass 
is shut. These proposals are ridiculous. They will rip the heart out of this community  and take much 
needed trade away from local businesses whilst work was ongoing.  It will destroy buildings that 
survived the Holmfirth flood. I’m appalled by the small mindedness of the developers. Don’t people 
count ...., ?  

Instead of using Hollowgate as a through road, close it to through traffic making it an attractive 
pedestrianised access only road which will improve the visitor experience in Holmfirth, thus 
supporting businesses to thrive. Redevelop the market hall, charge reasonable rents, make it an 
area where local independent traders can showcase their products, again attracting both the local 
community and visitors to the area. This will also help local businesses to thrive, thus improving the 
local economy.     

There is hardly any room on Hollowgate for light traffic - how on earth are HGV vehicles going to 
negotiate it.  Not enough consideration for foot traffic.  Holmfirth thrives on pedestrians - not too 
easy when you have to dodge a greater volume of traffic.  Holmfirth Centre will die out without 
adequate provision for pedestrians. 

Kirklees Council has declared a Climate Emergency. The plan is make Holmfirth more attractive for 
motor vehicles and to increase the flow of motor traffic.  Instead of increasing traffic flow we should 
be creating safe, segregated walking and cycling routes along with cheap, frequent bus services. At 
this time of Climate Emergency same time we could be making choosing motorised transport a less 
attractive option. In particular Hollowgate should be pedestrianised, not given over to motor 
vehicles.  

I would like a scheme development which, while addressing traffic issues, put people first. I am 
particularly concerned about children, including children who attend school in the town, cyclists and 
air quality.  

The proposal will cause more disruption for locals and residents. I don't think we need fast flowing 
traffic through the centre of a small market village. 

Leave Hollowsgate as is it will not help traffic with this scheme 

I do not agree with the proposed plans as I do not think they are improvements. Remove car 
parking from Victoria Street. Keep Hollowgate as the small and charming street it is. We do not 
need a roundabout. 

I think a far less intrusive and far less costly option would be to install traffic lights with sensors at 
the junction of Victoria St/Huddersfield Woodhead Road. If there are traffic hold ups it's usually due 
to the very strange phasing of these lights. Move the zebra crossing from outside hardware shop to 
further up the road (towards bus station) as planned. Why not try that for a while instead of 
spending £4.7m on a project that will just bring more passing traffic into the town and end up with 
just as many, if not more, delays? 

A waste of money when it could be spent on schools& hospitals!  
To make Victoria street one way is not the problem . Have no parking for any vehicles even 
disabled would allow traffic to flow! 
Also get rid of 2 crossings which is a danger to all! 

I have already submitted general comments on this scheme but having been made aware of the 
traffic survey documents which you supplied to [redacted] in August 2018 following an FOI request 
(available here: https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/results_of_traffic_survey_in_hol ) I have 
additional points I wish to make.  
I have serious concerns regarding pedestrian safety in Holmfirth should this scheme go ahead. I 
have looked at the pedestrian surveys you carried out in May and June 2018 and it is clear that you 
have failed to assess several key pedestrian routes in the town centre. Pedestrian access and 
safety are key aspects of Holmfirth’s future economic development. They are crucial to local 
businesses and to the tourism industry. Further pedestrian surveys must be undertaken before you 
proceed with this scheme.  
The bottom of Dunford Road is widely used as a crossing by pedestrians (this would be evident to 
anyone visiting Holmfirth for a few hours). The traffic island in the middle of the road is used as a 
refuge to enable people to cross and get to Hollowgate. Your scheme aims to speed up traffic 
exiting this junction which is likely to make this crossing point extremely dangerous. According to 
the documents supplied to [redacted] you have not surveyed this crossing.  
The bottom of Rotcher Road where it joins Hollowgate is also used as a pedestrian crossing point. 
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Particularly by pupils and parents at Holmfirth J I and N school which is located on Cartworth Road. 
Many pedestrians cross the bottom of Rotcher Road and then head in the direction of Dunford 
Road and the Parish Church. They also cross directly from the bottom of Rotcher Road across 
Hollowgate to the shelter on the far side. Many parents and children congregate here to wait for 
siblings or parents after school. Were you not aware that this was a key school route? I feel that 
this omission was completely negligent and you must assess the number of pedestrians using 
these routes. You assessed pedestrian use further down Hollowgate opposite the market but many 
people do not cross at this point (particularly when the market is closed). There is a pedestrian 
route/footpath adjacent to the Elephant and Castle pub which comes down a cobbled alleyway from 
Goose Green to join Hollowgate. Many parents and children use this route to get from school and 
then cross the old toll bridge to get to Huddersfield Road. These pedestrians are significant in 
number and not represented in your survey.  
Your 2018 surveys do not appear to have assessed pedestrian use of the two traffic light controlled 
crossings at the top of Victoria Street. Given that these are two of the best used crossings in 
Holmfirth I cannot understand why this decision was made. Perhaps it is because you have already 
taken the decision to remove one of these crossings and any evidence of significant use would 
undermine your plans? These crossings provide access to key amenities including the library, park, 
Longleys coffee shop, Bloc and Ashley Jackson’s studio. You must assess the level of use of these 
crossings before taking your plans any further.  
One of the days on which you carried out traffic surveys was Saturday 26th May 2018 which was in 
the Kirklees school holidays. I would argue that this was not representative of “normal” traffic and 
pedestrian flow in Holmfirth on a weekend. Traffic in Holmfirth is extremely variable and seasonal 
and as such It would appear sensible to assess traffic levels at different points in the year including 
winter and early spring in order to form a true picture of traffic and pedestrian levels. One short 
survey made in early summer cannot be considered representative or sufficient to warrant the cost, 
disruption and damage your scheme will cause.  
You confirmed to Anne Bacon in her FOI request of September 2018 that Kirklees Council are not 
currently monitoring air quality or pollution levels at the junction of Victoria Street and Huddersfield 
Road. One of the stated objectives of your plan is to improve air quality in the town centre. You 
cannot do this if you do not have the baseline data regarding current levels of pollution in Holmfirth.  
In addition to studying the documents produced as a result of your traffic study I have also had the 
opportunity to look through the previous plan for Holmfirth town centre produced by Kirklees 
Council in 1989 (Holmfirth Town Centre Strategy, Department of Economic Development and 
Planning, Directorate of Highways, September 1989) which is held in the council archives. This 
plan proposed a number of pedestrian improvements to Holmfirth (many of which have 
subsequently been adopted) and the creation of a link road from the car park beside Wagstaffs 
shoe shop on Station Road, across the river and through what is now the co-op car park exiting on 
School Street. Have these plans been revisited whilst considering this new scheme as it would 
appear that this location would be far less damaging to the centre of town? The people writing the 
1989 report clearly had a far more enlightened view of the need for good pedestrian access to 
Holmfirth. There is a suggestion in this report that pedestrianizing both Victoria Street and 
Hollowgate would create significant benefits for residents and visitors to Holmfirth centre. A link 
road via Hollowgate was considered as part of the 1989 report but it was rejected. I would like to 
draw your attention to point 8.7 of this report which states …  
“Preliminary studies have recently been carried out into the current opportunities to provide a link 
road to relieve Victoria Street. The Hollowgate link road option has been shown to bring only 
marginal relief to Victoria Street whilst severely damaging the pedestrian environment of 
Hollowgate and creating a worsening of traffic conditions on Huddersfield Road and at Victoria 
Square” 
I would argue that the current plans for a Hollowgate link road are not substantially different to 
those considered in 1989 and as such the conclusions above would still apply. The 1989 report is a 
detailed, balanced document which weighs up the needs of residents, businesses and visitors and 
the need to protect Holmfirth’s distinctive character. I would encourage you to re-consider the 1989 
document and associated reports as in many ways it appears much more enlightened than the 
scheme currently under consideration which prioritises road users at the expense of everyone else. 
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To sustain and improve business outcomes in Holmfirth the following needs to be considered: 
        Holmfirth to build on its reputation as a vibrant, exciting and interesting place to  
        visit, live, shop and socialise in.  
 
To achieve this it needs to enhance the Holmfirth ‘experience’: 
 
The creation of a lively market town environment 
The continuation and enhancement of events being held in the town 
Holmfirth to be seen as a centre of art and entertainment 
A diverse business base creating new more sustainable employment 
Growth of small cooperative businesses 
To be attractive to visitors but with a solid base of local customers 
 
How does the proposed road scheme facilitate the achievement of the above? 

1. The rationale of this proposal is wrong, the focus should be on pedestrian use of the town centre, 
not the smooth movement of traffic. We should be discouraging an increase in traffic, not damaging 
a heritage town centre by trying to speed traffic through it. 
2. The loss of the market would be tragic. It should be a vibrant focus, as it used to be. A more 
forward looking approach by the council could quite easily revive it, imagination is needed in 
diversifying its use and making it affordable to the potential users.  
3. Hollowgate is central to the festival programme , amongst other appeals to locals and visitors 
alike. It has a character which should be embellished, not destroyed by this proposal.  

Feel improving traffic flow will only increase commuter traffic along A635 until Huddersfield bound 
buses use lay by in front of bargain booze there is a hold up just north of victoria street. At busy 
times, traffic from Dunford Road and New Mill Road heading to Huddersfield will struggle to turn 
right at the top of the new link road.  

See my email to you on this subject - [redacted]. I speak as a retired town planner and historic 
buildings conservation officer; a large part of my career was spent dealing with small towns & town 
centres in the Midlands and Yorkshire - the sorts of issues facing Holmfirth are typical of the 
problems of traffic in small towns.  

Even in rush hour I find the vehicle wait times are no worse than any other area of Huddersfield.  

Victoria street 

Where the proposed road to replace the market hall exits onto Huddersfield road, lorries will have 
to still swing out right or left and impede traffic coming in the opposite direction as the road is 
narrow. 

Changes may mean cars driving faster through Holmfirth.  As they are driving at a slower pace at 
present this is safer. We do not want to encourage more cars into Holmfirth. 
Hollowgate is important to the look of Holmfirth and if it is changed, the character of Holmfirth will 
be less attractive.   

Will any comments be worth making as no consideration for people walking or visiting our beautiful 
town have been taken for granted!!! 

Th focus on traffic flow in this project is highly problematic. It's basis is flawed, the 'evidence' of 
congestion is contested to say the least.  
Issues include: The absence of a green audit, focus on Motorised transport, lack of consultation 
PRIOR to designing the plan, children and less mobile people's safety as pedestrians, impact of the 
viability of town centre activities and businesses, lack of trialling other options e.g. altering traffic 
light phasing, restriction of heavy goods vehicles 

The main problems in Holmfirth are at peak times or to facilitate events  when Hollowgate is closed 
to traffic forcing traffic up victoria street. During the daytime (outside of peak hours) at night or in 
the evening there are no issues. Parking restrictions already take place on victoria street and these 
are ignored because they cannot be adequately policed. The proposals close a carpark and during 
the daytime surrounding streets are effectively single carriageways because of parked cars trying 
to avoid charges. 

Will dramatically affect Hollowsgaate - more traffic/congestion. Will make it more dangerous for 
school children crossing to walk to school.  



 

133 | P a g e  
 

Hollowgate is far too narrow for an increase in traffic flow. And to change Hollowgate would be to 
change the heart of Holmfirth. 
Perhaps  visit to Hebden Bridge might help. They have a lot of traffic going through and seem to be 
able to manage it. 

Will the current market hall still have a bus stop - towards Holme? 
I hope the no parking apart from loading and disabled will be properly enforced as I feel the 
problems Holmfirth has at the moment would be greatly helped by stopping casual illegal parking. 

I think if Hollowgate becomes a one way street for lorries (mainly) it will be too narrow. Knocking 
down buildings on either side is of course impossible. It would be a shame to lose the market hall, 
the new bridge would look ugly 

The 'preferred solution' only addresses the problem of traffic, as though Holmfirth is a hotspot, 
present and future, in traffic flow problems. However, it does not take into account local residents 
aesthetic love of their town which attracts thousands of tourists or in fact any green issues, such as 
cutting down on traffic such as huge trucks.  

Repositioning or removal one or both Zebra crossings would achieve more. The one at the junction 
of Hollowgate and Victoria Street particularly cause traffic to back up due to the number of times 
cars have to stop to let one person cross, followed by another who crosses as soon as the last one 
has finished. This is probably the biggest cause of congestion 

You might consider stopping all parking on Victoria Street as that is the real cause of any 
congestion in Holmfirth. 

The traffic lights at the top of Victoria street have never been regulated properly and to have 2 
pedestrian crossings within yards of each other do not help. Get the lights sorted and dispose of 
the pedestrian crossing at the bottom of Victoria street and things could and should run smoothly. 

There are a lot of events that take place on Hollowgate - folk festival, food festival etc. Will not take 
place if traffic improvements require all traffic to come down Victoria street and on Hollowgate. 
Think about it!! 

Re-open the market every week, 'will' bring more revenue to Holmfirth, don't need another road. 

Keep Hollowgate as a small road and help maintain the charm and beauty of a lovely village 

The single biggest problems are the pedestrian crossings and the number of large lorries that pass 
through. There is no way an effective bypass can be built and putting bridges over the roads is not 
an effective solution. 

Will not solve problems on Greenfield road caused by parking on both sides of the road. Will not 
solve problems of HGVs turning in confined spaces from Dunford Road, and Victoria Street. 

I think any changes would create more danger for pedestrians. People on foot should be a priority 
and I believe the proposed changes will not benefit pedestrians. A  park and ride scheme would 
encourage drivers to leave their cars at home and reduce congestion and associated pollution. 

It will destroy the centre of holmfirth festivals will be ruined shops will be lost  

the new plans will reduce available parking! 

The changes will encourage more heavy traffic to pass through holmfirth therefore making 
congestion worse . Travel along hollow gate and turning into Victoria street will cause congestion ! 

Holmfirth is a traditional Pennines town and speeding up traffic flow is the last thing it needs. 
Tourism and the volume of traffic that results is in my opinion not unacceptable.  

The market hall is used for many community events as well as the market. This adds to the 
character of the town and is an attraction to visitors. Hollowgate, when closed to traffic, is also a 
very attractive asset to the town, not requiring any alteration. The proposal does not appear to 
achieve the target of reducing traffic - this is interfering for the sake of it. I am not opposed to 
change for improvement, but surely these funds could be better used elsewhere 

This is the most deeply flawed questionnaire I have ever been asked to fill in. It strikes me as a 
cynical ploy by Kirklees to get the answers they want (i.e. to kill off the centre of Holmfirth) by 
designing a set of very leading questions. Firstly, the majority of questions ask about travelling 
through (not into) Holmfirth. This immediately sets out the Kirklees agenda as one which is not at 
all interested in getting people into Holmfirth. We are asked “What is your main reason for travelling 
through Holmfrth town centre?” but, given that we live, work and shop here, all the answers are 
applicable but we are allowed to choose only one. A better question would have been created by 
adding an “s” to “reason” and allowing us to tick as many as apply. A later question asks “Please 
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rate your experience of congestion in Holmfirth town centre:”. The possible responses (Very High to 
No opinion) render this question absolutely incomprehensible and , therefore, meaningless. 

Holmfirth is a busy little centre but it performs well and traffic is always kept moving. The proposed 
plans will rip the heart out of this very picturesque and beautiful village. It will also put local 
businesses under great negative pressure, in a period when financial constraints are at a premium. 
It will kill business in Holmfirth for the foreseeable future. 

The proposals do not take account of traffic “displacement “ which will occur on Bridge Lane, Back 
Lane, Cooper Lane and Binns Lane, Modd Lane  

Holmfirth is a lovely village which I have shopped in for over 50 years- it does get busy but handles 
way above its weight in traffic. The proposed plans destroy the village and more importantly, the 
businesses that are situated there. Yet again, Kirklees council manages to make appallingly bad 
decisions about planning and development- Huddersfield is already losing half it's shops due to 
lack of good investment and high rates. Now they are going to create another ghost town with a 
great big roundabout in the middle 

Spoil Hollowgate 
Safety for children 

I do not understand that very large lorries are a problem not cars! However, if there were cameras 
to detect lorries that shouldn't come through Holmfirth, fine them if possible or use other ways. 
Surely, a much cheaper improvement by involving police etc without spoiling the character of the 
town. 

need to improve traffic flow .Holmfirth is now a commuter junction as opposed to a destination 
location. 

West Yorkshire has far worse traffic problems than the centre of Holmfirth. Given council Taxes are 
increasing way beyond inflation we should be only spending on high priority projects not wasting 
£5m on projects that are not required! 

I think it will be a nightmare with traffic, and be too busy outside my work and who is going to want 
to cross a busy road where truck and lorry and going past  

The proposal for a bridge/roundabout is premature and unlikely to solve the congestion problems.  
What should be addressed is the amount of traffic coming/going over the Holme Moss road - in 
particular the large lorries (manny 18 wheelers) that travel to and from Manchester.  If all HGVs 
were banned at the Woodhead Road, Winscar Reservoir, New Mill Road and Huddersfield Road  
from passing through Holmfirth centre, the problems would go away to a large degree.  If your 
proposal is implemented, more heavy traffic will use the village and the problems will be magnified. 
Alan Aizlewood 

Congestion would be eased but at what price? Substantial loss of amenity - shops demolished, use 
of Hollowgate for festivals, markets, crossings where the traffic signals come now. Reduced 
character of Hollowgate. No justification is given for the right turn ban - a frequently useful 
manoeuvre. Existing position of towngate crossing is useful going to and from Dumford Road. 

How is it proposed to get 40Ton HGV along Hollowgate? Is it important to widen the pavements 
down Victoria Street? 

Pedestrian access of the town centre has not been promoted as a priority.  A scheme of such scale 
should start with the people and their use of the town centre, not be designed around traffic control.   
There is little informaiton about how the scheme will promote sustainable transport and 
development of public transport. 
Pavements should be widened through out the town centre, especially along Woodhead Road 
between Gift Horse and En-route cafe, at the moment pedestrians always have to step into the 
road to pass each other along this stretch.   
How does the scheme promote access to the rive path?  
The scheme does not seem to mention improvement for cycling 
The scheme could promote electric vehichle use, if we're planning for the future sustainable 
transport needs to be considered.   
Traffic should be slowed down through the town center to make it safer for pedestrians   

The knocking down of the market to make a road slices through the heart of Holmfirth making 
Holmfirth just a means of moving traffic and losing Holmfirth as a market town 
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The scheme may help through traffic, although not cost effectively, but will severely damage the 
visitor experience. A good park and ride scheme would be a much better answer for residents and 
business, particularly when festivals occur. 

Leave things alone, this proposed scheme will only encourage more traffic to travel through 
Holmfirth.    

I have concerns that there will still be tailbacks in all directions at the proposed mini roundabout - at 
the bottom of Victoria street as there will still be traffic coming into town from New Mill Road, 
Dunford Roas and traffic coming down Victoria Street to turn right out Hollowgate.  

Hollowgate : too narrow for HGV making very poor air pollution. Dangerous for pedestrians , 
children having to cross it when going to and from school. Zebra crossings will cause hold ups in 
Victoria street and New Mill Road. RAB too small for lorries. 

I think that a few basic alterations could do much to improve traffic flow through Holmfirth centre. 
1. Include a filter arrow in the light sequence for traffic towards Huddersfield. 
2. Make the crossing at the bottom of Victoria Street light controlled and link this to the sequence of 
the lights at the top of the street. 
3. Stop ALL (including disabled and taxi) parking and loading on the right hand side (going up) of 
Victoria Street and make the left hand side loading only. 
4.Move the crossing outside Kayes Ironmongers to the bus station side of the church. 
5. Convert the loading lay-by outside Bargain Booze (71 B&C Huddersfield Road) into a bus stop. 
6. Have a regular Traffic Warden patrol to enforce new or existing regulations especially at peak 
times morning and evening.  

Character of Holmfirth would be destroyed 
More traffic would be encouraged especially heavy lorries 
Community events on Hollowgate would be curtailed 

Area around Hollowgate not suitable for large articulated wagons. 

Abandon this proposal and make minor alterations instead: 
1. Ban parking on the left hand side of Victoria Street (looking towards Victoria Square). 
2. convert pedestrian crossing at Old Bridge entrance to a controlled crossing with lights 
synchronised with traffic lights at top of Victoria Street. 
3. Move pedestrian crossing at Kaye's towards bus station as in your proposal. 
4. Ban the large multi axle lorries from the town centre. 
5. Refurbish the market Hall and actively encourage more markets and events at the Hall instead of 
just abandoning it. 
 
Any alterations should have the purpose of benefiting pedestrians to make the town centre a more 
attractive place for visitors and residents - not to enable larger volumes of traffic to pass through 
the town more quickly. 

How does Rotcher fit into this plan? 

As a general rule I do not have any problems driving through holmfirth, just sometimes if there are 
events on, otherwise just normal traffic  

We need to remember that Holmfirth is a historic town, attractive to visitors for that very reason. 
There seems to be huge opposition to the proposed plans with people fearful for negative impact 
on local businesses and the attractive quaintness of the town. Needless to say, a town of this type 
can on occasion suffer from congestion (particularly at school times and when the Woodhead Pass 
has problems) but this is not a huge problem and is part and parcel of such a town as ours, similar 
to Hebden Bridge and Buxton etc.  

I would prefer an option to ban all HGVs that didn't have any local business in Holmfirth, stop them 
using it as a through road, the sheer size of the trucks that enter the village via Dunford Rd is part 
of the problem. You not only need to consider improvements to the town centre but the roads that 
feed into the town centre if you are going to go ahead with your preferred plan; which will no doubt 
bring more large heavy vehicles into the town centre causing further congestion on Dunford and 
Station Roads, not to mention pollution from diesel fumes. However, I recognise that something 
has to be done about the current situation which can only get worse. 
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I am strongly opposed to the new road scheme that is proposed for Holmfirth. 
I don't find that Holmfirth gets particularly congested and when it does at peak times I may have to 
queue for an extra 5 minutes. I don.t feel that this justifies destroying our beautiful country town. 
What does upset me is the amount of huge lorries and trucks that come through the town. Is there 
not a way of restricting the size of vehicles coming through the town? 
 
I am also very concerned for the safety of my children who attend Nabb school. My daughter has 
just started to walk home on her own but if Hollowgate becomes a route for these large lorries and 
increased traffic that it will attract I fear for my child and all the other children at Nabb school's 
safety. It is an accident waiting to happen. 
 
It feels extremely sad that by including Holllowgate in this road scheme it will destroy a part of 
Holmfirth's attraction and history. At the moment it is the central part of all the festivals held in 
Holmfirth which attracts a huge amount of visitors and is brilliant for local business. It is also a 
lovely street to walk along and visit the quaint shops and cafe's. Having a major road which will 
attract a large amount of traffic and will deter people from walking down the street therefore put 
local businesses at risk. 
 
I worry too about the ability of trucks being able to safely turn left or right at the end of the proposed 
bridge. People sitting outside Longley's  will be put at risk as will pedestrians walking along the 
nearby pavements. 
 
It feels that by creating this roundabout scheme it is all about traffic flow rather that about 
pedestrians and satisfying what the local residents wish for their own town. It is well known that 
creating better traffic attracts more traffic. 
 
It will destroy the historical and architectual beauty which will in turn affect tourism and again local 
business. 
 
There is always going to be a queue of vehicles down Dunford road as with all the cars parked 
down it, this is effectively a single track road with passing places. With the proposed road that 
queue of traffic will extend round the corner into Hollowgate.  This passes the bottom of Rotcher- A 
small lane used by many children to access the Junior and Infant School.  This would create many 
dangers to pedestrians and particularly the school children. 
 
I could go on! 
 
Please, please do not destroy our beautiful town! 

I am a little concerned that all parking in Victoria Street will be lost when this street becomes one 
way. I would have thought that some parking could have been retained for short stay shoppers. 

No good for the large HGV's to be going along the short distance hollowgate especially with the 
holmfirth J & I school children coming up and down rotcher etc 

I understand that the shop keepers on Hollowgate are concerned about disruption to their 
businesses whilst work is in progress. They are also concerned that HGV's will have no alternative 
but to use this route when heading west. 

Holmfirth is a conservation area. Hollowgate is an iconic part of this - with the various festivals 
through the year it is closed to traffic.  These proposals will cause additional traffic unncessary. 

The plans to make a link road behind the Post Office would be the best option in my opinion. A 
roundabout could be added in Victoria sq, Victoria street could be left as it is and there would be no 
need to make another link road where the market is. 

Holmfirth, as it is, is enjoyed by residents and tourists alike. If the proposed plan is adopted it will 
cause chaos and confusion with the likely hood of lively hoods and businesses on and around 
Hollowgate being adversely effected.  
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The traffic in Holmfirth flows easily unless buses/HGV vehicles want to pass each other in Victoria 
Street and the parked cars are in the way. 
FIRST thing to do is remove parking in Victoria Street. 
SECOND stop HGV lorries being diverted through Holmfirth when M1 or M62 are closed, there are 
other routes. 
THIRD restrict HGV from entering Hollowgate. 
Then scheme will not be needed. 

One way down Victoria street is a good idea, but seems a real shame to completely lose the 
market gall as a community venue. Couldn't hollowgate route still be made one way but retain 
existing road / improve existing bridge where it joins the 6024? Also please could you consider 
adding cycle lanes through town centre? We live holmbridge side of town and my son would like to 
cycle to holmfirth high but currently not happy for him to do so because of the level of traffic and 
lack of cycle lanes. 

The congestion I think is created by the traffic light sequence.  
Also by alowing parked cars on Victoria street 
Plus the two pedestrians crossings. 
I would like to see on a trial basis  
1) NO PARKING ON VICTORIA STREET 
2) NO PARKING IN FRONT OF BARCLAYS BANK 
3) MAKE HOLLOWGATE ONE WAY 
4) IMPROVE TRAFFIC LIGHT SYSTEM 
5) IMPROVE JUNCTION  FOR TRAFFIC COMING INTO HOLMFIRTH FROM NEW MILLS ( that 
leads to fire station ). Many cars travelling from new mills have to go into holmfirth to end up turning 
left at Victoria street lights thus causing more traffic to this congested area 
6) THE NO PARKING GRID AT THE BOTTOM OF DUNFORD ROAD NEEDS TO BE MADE 
BIGGER. People just totally ignore it at the moment causing unnecessary delays. 

Please consider option forwarded by Rachel Lee to place bridge at Location of Lodges, this would 
be extremely preferable to the proposed, and would rid Holmfirth of that ghastly building. 

I am strongly opposed to these proposed improvements.  

Hollowgate is too narrow to accommodate the very large vehicles which travel through Holmfirth, 
this road is already difficult for pedestrians due to the narrow footpaths and these plans will make 
this worse. No consideration has been given to the amount of traffic travelling down Rotcher Road, 
particularly at school times (from the Nabb school). It is already difficult to exit Rotcher Road and 
with all traffic travelling towards you there will be nigh impossible. It is only one car width at the 
bottom and it possible to see gridlock occurring due to cars waiting to turn onto Rotcher being 
blocked by cars coming down the road. There is no provision in the plans for school children in 
particular to safely use these roads. Any backing up of traffic on Rotcher Road will encourage 
drivers to try to use Goose Green/New Fold which is only single width and not suitable for through 
traffic. This is also one of the routes for children to access the school and there are no footpaths on 
these roads so more traffic on it poses a real threat to their safety and that of residents on these 
tracks.  

Funnelling traffic down Hollowgate is not going to improve congestion. During the busy periods I 
believe this will only cause more issues as the traffic will be backed up to the proposed roundabout 
leaving Holmfirth at a stand still. This will also ruin the character of Holmfirth and divide the centre. I 
do agree with widening pavements and improving the centre however, do not feel the current plans 
are the best way to achieve this. 

The town centre would be much more attractive and safer with less traffic. Be nicer a bit more like 
Hebden Bridge 

The proposed scheme will not prevent juggernauts and other large transport coming through. It will 
ruin the town centre, destroy businesses and serve only to encourage additions traffic. 

Leave the roads as they are.  Holmfirth is only busy at certain times.  The proposition will 
encourage lorries to use the route from Flouch to Greenfield to Ashton. 

Money would be best spent on diverting traffic from the Woodhead pass and M62 through other 
routes more suitable to HGV's i.e A629, A616 and A6024 - not the A635 from the point it joins the 
A616 at New Mill. The volume of traffic along Huddersfield road would not be reduced but the plan 
would not reduce this either.  
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Hollow gate is a beautiful, traditional and quirky street, used for local festivals as well as shops and 
it would be a dreadful loss to the town for its character to be changed. We should protect our 
heritage, not pull it down  

I think replacing the market with a road is a backwards step for Holmfirth and simply a money 
saving idea. It would not be in any way beneficial for the residents and visitors to Holmfirth.  If the 
issue is the upkeep of the market and the heating/caretaking - why not remove it but replace it with 
a communal square - where outdoor markets/events could occur. We are lucky to have this 
communal space where markets regularly occur and social events during our many local festivals.  

The traffic lights in Holmfirth centre, the cars parked on Victoria Street and the extra traffic caused 
by closure of the M62 and the Woodhead pass appear to be the cause of most of the issues and 
these are what need addressing.. 

Not sure how moving a traffic queue further along a road is easing congestion,  especially a narrow 
road with narrow pavements like Hollowgate. Will large vehicles make the turn. Will pedestrians 
feel safe? 

The character of the town will be destroyed if these plans go ahead. Businesses will suffer. We do 
not want the traffic to be 'speeded' up through Holmfirth. School children will be placed in danger 
when leaving the school at Rocher. 
The character of Hollowgate will be destroyed and all the Festivals currently using Hollowgate will 
be limited or destroyed. 

Irresponsible parking, ie parking on the left hand side of Victoria street. (Should be double Yellow 
lines.  Zebra crossings are a nightmare at the moment.  Enforce the stopping in the yellow box at 
the bottom of Dunford Road.  Stop parking outside the Oxfam/Bargin booze shops, this layby was 
originally for the bus to pull into to prevent the traffic backing up when passengers where getting on 
and off the busses.  

I ask that you consider that: 
There is no provision or plans for active travel into and around Holmfirth.  
There is no provision for better cycling routes, causeways etc. into Huddersfield 
The plans are totally motorised vehicle centric. 

Even  with the proposed changes the surrounding roads will continue to be subjected to lorries that 
are too large to be coming through the village  - why are these not being banned or sent in another 
direction this is a daily occurrence up greenfield road for example  
There has been no thought given to replacing the market or the function that hollowgate provides 
for festivals / celebrations  - which bring much needed money into the village - a scheme that 
actually contributes to improving a central place for holding events would make much more sense  

I prefer the cheaper plan of making the changes to Victoria Street and to the zebra crossings. 
Traffic is only bad at peak times, the rest of the time it is fine. The preferred scheme will do more 
damage to Holmfirth as a place than good. 

The proposed scheme does not address the congestion problem. Before the traffic lights were 
installed and every time  they fail there is no congestion (although it can be difficult for pedestrians 
to cross). On all the pedestrian crossings including the main lights, the time for which traffic is 
stopped is excessive. Regularly congestion at the junction between Victoria Street, Hollowgate and 
Dumford Road causes grid lock at the lights, with traffic queuing beyond the Manchester Road and 
as far back as Audi on the Huddersfield Road. A similar problem occurs at the Woodhead Road 
Manchester Road junction. 

I have seen a copy of a plan submitted by [redacted] which I would like the Local Authority to 
consider.  
This proposes a 2-way road crossing from Towngate to Huddersfield Road, which would allow 
Victoria Street to be pedestrianised. Overall, I think this would balance the need for vehicles, 
pedestrians and tourists much better than the preferred plan, and would preserve cultural aspects 
of Holmfirth for weekend visitors, festivals, parades etc - which all helps trade in Holmfirth, as well 
as the community overall. 
Please review this alternative plan. 
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How do you propose people coming down Rotcher Road are to join Hollowgate as this is a hairpin 
bend and could not possibly turn left at the bottom onto the proposed traffic flow? 
Rotcher Road is used throughout the day by residents and at peak times as this is the route to and 
from Holmfirth JIN school! 
 
How do you propose artic lorries and the double decker bus service to join the flow of traffic at the 
bottom of Dunford Road? Town Gate and Victoria Street cannot be widened to allow for the 
necessary roundabout required for all large vehicles. 
 
Large vehicles could not turn left or right onto the A6204 at the exit proposed where the Market Hall 
is without traffic lights and would also need to pull out onto the opposite side of the road to make 
the turning. 
 
Holmfirth is an area of huge revenue maker for Kirklees because of its festivals and the cycling 
which has become more and more popular since Tour de Yorkshire so how do you propose the 
regular events will take place if Hollowgate is no longer used for events. Not to mention the loss of 
revenue whilst the works are carried out when they are totally unnecessary spend. 

Traffic flows more freely when traffic lights at Victoria St.  junction are not working, therefore 
suggest removal 

Access to Hollowgate from the bottom of Rotcher if the scheme goes ahead. Current proposals 
(which would involve significantly increased flow along Hollowgate) would make it very difficult to 
turn out of Rotcher due to turning into fast moving near constant flow of traffic at busy times. Left 
turn is difficult anyway because of road angles/width; would be near impossible to turn left into busy 
traffic flow. There is usually a queue of 10-20 cars at school run times, it would significantly add to 
journey times for parents. Safety of school children crossing hollowgate to walk up Rotcher needs 
to be addressed. These concerns will apply equally to residents of Rotcher and adjoining roads.  

The festivals, the locals, the scenery and lovely surroundings of holmfirth.  

Will spoil Holmfirth as a market town. Cannot close off Hollowgate for events. An expense that is 
not necessary. Seems as though taking motorists as priority over residents  

I very particularly and strongly feel that the proposed new road from Hollowgate through what is the 
Market building is a very poor decision for Holmfirth.  Holmfirth is a vibrant town ands managed 
what most small Northern towns, especially in Kirklees, have been unable to do - it has a mix of 
retailers, a wealth of independent retailers along with a great mix of cafes, restaurants and bars.  
What Holmfirth has is exactly the future of the high street - this is the type of town that can attract 
shoppers back from out of town developments/hyper stores.  With the world focussing on the 
plastic and waste problem , the consumer is looking for opportunities to shop local - supporting 
local producers and independent retailers.  Holmfirth is the perfect place for the - and we should be 
building on this.  The loss of the Market will be massively short sighted.  Despite a lack of funding 
and focus on the market, it is still a hive of activity from 8.30 until about 10 onThursdays and 
Saturdays - by which time the handmade bread, the vegetable and fruit stall have sold out.  As the 
demand for less packaging, more local products continues to increase, then this is the time that 
Holmfirth Market could be enjoying  a new renaissance.   
 
Hollowgate and the area surrounding the Market is the hub of the town, part of what makes it a 
quintissential Yorkshire town and have such an enduring love from visitors far and wide. 

Is there an actual traffic problem?  
 
How will children get to school safely to cross near Rocher?  

The roadworks will take forever and until it’s done traffic will be a nightmare  
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I believe that the needs of pedestrians have not been fully consider; this has come about because 
the junction in question has been considered in isolation. It appears there has been little 
consideration of the impact on the Woodhead road/greenfield road junction. This junction has to be 
traversed by anyone hoping to walk into Holmfirth from the West and includes children travelling to 
Holmfirth High school and Holmfirth Junior and Infant school. This junction will become near 
impossible to cross as the volume of traffic increases as it moves through the improved area. One 
side of the road here is already impossible to navigate with a pushchair. Furthermore the area in 
front of Holmfirth Photo shop which is already dangerous will become more so as the volume of 
traffic will undoubtedly increase.  
It becomes laughable to read of the widening of pavements on Victoria Street when this is currently 
one of the few pavements that does accommodate a pushchair. All very well this one pavement 
being wider when you can’t actually get to it from any surrounding streets! 
I advise that the planning team spend aomebtkme trying to push a pushchair/wheelchair around 
Holmfirth and they will soon arrive at some common sense conclusions.   

I’d like you to consider increased opportunities for pedestrians to move through town safely , 
Improve the green space and air quality . 

I think it will make things worse. Hollogate should be left like it is now. I was born in Holmfirth in 
1958 & think it is aold town which will be ruined with the proposed alterations. 

I think the proposals will spoil the very essence of Holmfirth and take away so much character. I 
personally do not feel the traffic in the town centre is a problem. I have experiences so much 
worse!!  

Congestion is not particularly bad, at peak times traffic on the roads is higher as it is everywhere in 
the country but not to such an extent that the nature of Holmfirth should be permanently altered. 
Even if traffic was deemed high and alternatives needed to be looked at the plans proposed will not 
alleviate the problem, but simply move it further on (from Victoria street to hollowgate) an 
potentially increase problems since traffic coming from New Mill and Dunford road will no longer be 
part of timed lights but instead need to battle for exit out of hollowgate over the new bridge in order 
to progress their journey.   

Not only am I a business owner on Victoria Street in central Holmfirth but I’m also a mother to two 
young children attending Nabb school - I am extremely concerned that your proposals for the new 
road system will endanger kids travelling to and from school up Rotcher Road and crossing 
Hollowgate. Most distressing that you plan to push more traffic down Hollowgate to make this 
already difficult crossing area worse for school kids. As a business owner the disruption to do the 
proposed road works is going to be a complete catastrophe for businesses loading and unloading 
and perspective clients will be put off travelling into Holmfirth centre due to the extensive roadworks 
and disruption.  

There are other ways to reduce congestion in Holmfirth. Why not consider making Victoria Street 
and Hollowgate pedestrian precincts thus reducing the air pollution and cutting out congestion 
completely. This would encourage more visitors to the town bringing wealth and keeping the old 
world feel of the place. There would, of course, have to be allowances made for loading and 
unloading of goods, but I am sure this could be arranged. 

I struggle to see how sending HGVs and buses up hollowgate is a good idea. When they get to the 
end of the new proposed road to turn left towards greenfield or right to head back towards 
Huddersfield unless the is a massive yellow box to stop people stopping there they won’t be able to 
pull out. 

Firstly the requirement for a change in traffic flow is unwarranted, a simpler solution would be to 
make the centre a HGV free zone. Any issues that I have witnessed have been caused by HGV 
traffic approaching down Dunford road and exiting on Greenfield road, they are using Holmfirth as a 
rat run. 
The planned scheme increases risk of RTAs particularity to children who attend the school up 
Rocher road. Funnelling traffic down the smallest road in Holmfirth (Hollow Gate) and the 
increasing HGV traffic is putting lives at risk.  

I think this is a stupid proposal. The market is an important part of the community and we should be 
working to improve what it provides rather than destroying it to build a bridge that isn't even 
needed.  
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As a resident who has to access Holmfirth via Rotcher I have lots of concerns about potential 
problems that I feel will be created by implementing the new plans. In order to travel anywhere my 
understanding is that I will have to turn right out of Rotcher to either go around the new roundabout, 
travel back along Rotcher and access the new bridge, where I can then turn right if I want to go to 
Huddersfield, how long do you think that is going to take me when the flow of traffic coming from 
New Mill down Station Rd and from Sheffield down Dunford Road is going to be continuous. Add 
into that a few hundred children, their parents and transport who are also going to be using Rotcher 
at school start and finish times, chaos!! Did the planner not realise there was a school whose main 
route to and from school was via Rotcher? In my view the plans will exacerbate any current 
problem . I acknowledge that at certain times in the day there are congestion issues in Holmfirth, 
but this solution is not in my opinion the answer to the problem.  

The root cause of congestion is the volume of traffic and distuption to it flowing freely. Assuming 
the volume will only increase due to the plethora of new housing developments in the area, then 
the only plausible option is to improve the flow of traffic by reducing the bottlenecks. Careful 
consideration needs to be made as to how the proposals will allow the traffic to flow more freely. I 
do not feel this has been adequately explained in the proposals. 

The major problems are caused by illegal parking in victoria street, which is never policed and the 
increasing number of HGVs coming through.  

It will ruin what makes Holmfirth great for the sake of saving very few people a couple of minutes’ 
wait. The plans will mean more and more HGVs using the village as a thoroughfare. Just divert 
HGVs around instead. 

I agree that action needs to be taken to help reduce congestion in Holmfirth, however directing 
articulated lorries, heavy trucks and buses through the narrowest part of Hollowgate is not the 
answer.  It would be extremely dangerous for pedestrians -particularly school children on their way 
to & from the primary school up Rotcher. As an adult I feel vulnerable walking along Hollowgate at 
this point - and that is without heavy goods vehicles currently accessing it!   
Additional drawbacks to using Hollowgate include : 
-Cars coming down from Rotcher would not be able to exit the road easily if Hollowgate was used 
as a main route, creating more congestion back up the hill and increasing the risks to pedestrians 
walking up/down Rotcher. 
- The reduction or loss of valuable festivals held in the town and therefore the loss of  income to 
local businesses & the council.  Currently Hollowgate is closed off when events like the Food and 
Drink festival and the Folk Festival are held - creating a safe space for visitors to enjoy events.  
These are important events that draw people to the town and help keep it vibrant.  It would be not 
possible to close Hollowgate if it was part of this scheme.  The local plan is about creating 
sustainability for local communities - the loss of this road to be used for events such as these would 
impact severally on the success of these events.   
- It would creat in effect a very large roundabout in the very heart of Holmfirth - thus destroying 
much of its very character.  
I believe other options should be explored - including the more expensive one, to help direct traffic 
out of the very heart of the town.  The preferred option would be a death knoll to Holmfirth - killing 
the centre of the town off, making it unattractive to pedestrians and ultimately reducing income to 
the council.  

I would not want to encourage an increased amount of HGVs travelling through the centre, a 
diversion around the centre would be a better solution.  

having travelled through the town centre both early in the morning and at rush hour on the return 
home it is clear that these proposals are a significant cost and disruption that is over the top. i walk 
through the town at weekends and during the week as well - the backup of traffic is caused by 
uncontrolled pedestrian crossings where traffic is obliged to stop. changing these crossing places 
to lights that are controlled by pedestrian request and syncing with the traffic lights will provide a 
low cost solution minimising the disruption and keeping the character in the centre. Destroying 
current charm of the area will reduce tourism income and see more businesses closing, leaving 
behind the inevitable charity shop facades you see in other run down towns 

Major disruption to the town. Hollowgate is an historic part of the town and will be destroyed by the 
proposal. 
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Sending lorries down Hollowgate is dangerous even with modifications, because it is too narrow, 
and splitting Hollowgate into 3 sections of different traffic flow will be confusing and dangerous. 
Would it not be possible to keep lorries out of the centre of Holmfirth (other than a loading & 
unloading window) thus making the centre safer, quieter, less polluted, & with less traffic the cars 
going through would be able to move more freely? 

I think that the main reason for traffic congestion in Holmfirth is that cars  are allowed to   park on  
Station road, Dunford Road and Woodhead Road making all three of these main roads into one 
lane. The buses have problems getting through and it is difficult for cyclists to negotiate round all 
the parked vehicles. 
I am also concerned that  Hollowgate will become more dangerous for pedestrians ,  
particularly schoolchildren, if it is made more accessible to buses and lorries.  

Consider putting in a link road between New Mill Road and Huddersfield Road through where the 
post office and the Riverside (formerly Lodges supermarket) are currently located. 

The proposals will just cause more issues or you will destroy the town so much nobody will want to 
travel there anyway. Why an earth would you get rid of the market to put a road in? Why would 
locals go if there was no market and the town just became all roads. The town is about having 
facilities to go and use not as a bypass route to get somewhere else. You are trying to destroy 
Holmfirth 

I would like you to consider the people of the village; the character of the village; the businesses in 
the village; the festivals that take place in the village - the proposed plans will devastate all of the 
above! All these aspects seem to have been completely forgotten?! 

I travel through Holmfirth town centre at least 4 times per day at rush hour and other times and find 
it moves freely most of the time, except on rare occasions as with everywhere. I feel the scheme 
will just attract more through traffic and lorries which will be detrimental to the town, businesses and 
the environment. I see no benefit to this huge outlay of money at all!  

Risk for my kids going to school up rotcher, loss of hollowgate/market hall both of which are vital 
spaces for folk festival/ food festival 

This does not fundamentally change the volume of traffic 

Please consider the local community, where will the Food Festival, the Folk Festival, Christmas, 
duck race and other gatherings which are supported by many be held with Hollowgate carrying 
traffic? Crown Bottom car park needs to be just that, a car park for visitors.   

Far too much deference to traffic flows and not sufficient consideration of parking availability, 
encouraging local businesses (especially retail/service businesses with premises in Holmfirth 
centre) and the architectural history of the town. 

There has not been any serious congestion in Holmfirth since the traffic lights were improved a few 
years ago - But if an even more high-tech Smart Traffic Management system was introduced 
(including AI based traffic pattern learning) dynamically controlling flow and the local speed limit, 
this could further reduce congestion achieving one of the main aims of the scheme with less cost 
disruption and damage to the village centre. 
 
If the project runs over budget - e.g. due to unforeseen problems with the older buildings, church 
and river - who pays? 

Hollow gate is a pleasant walk way, used by lots of shoppers. It is used for special weekend 
activities, when it is closed to traffic. Under this new scheme, all traffic coming from New Mill or 
Huddersfield will travel along Hollowgate. It will be a pedestrians’ nightmare. And when Woodhead 
pass is closed, there will be the usual chaos despite the new scheme. Perhaps all through-lorries 
should be banned from the centre of Holmfirth. Will there be special lights so that school traffic from 
Rocher can get out, As there will be a continuous flow from the new roundabout? 

It seems like the priority is for traffic and road users rather than preserving the historical 
environment and layout of Holmfirth, especially Hollowgate. I do not want bigger roads and faster 
through flow of traffic. I never have to wait more than 5 minutes in a queue and I am constantly 
travelling through Holmfirth. Its OK for drivers to be more patient. 

I would be interested to know what other options are possible given the limited space in the town. 
This looks like the best option. 
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The proposed plans will make Hollowgate unusable for any other event except traffic and it is 
narrow enough as it is.  I would not be happy walking along it with the large articulated lorries there 
just is not enough room. A roundabout would not ease any congestion and would make more 
congestion at certain times when the school at Rotcher starts and finishes. I am sure there are 
cheaper and easier alternatives to ease the traffic Holmfirth gets ( mainly when Woodhead Pass is 
shut ) 

Not to make Hollowgate into a highway for large lorries etc. I think the problems occur when there 
is problem on the M62 and that increases the amount of waggons coming through Holmfirth on the 
way to Manchester .I think if these plans are allowed to go ahead it will double the traffic in 
Holmfirth as I think the lorry drivers try and avoid holmfirth where possible BUT once they think it is 
easier to pass through more and more will choose this route.Better to restrict HGV movements 
through Holmfrth than ruin the town for we who live here and our visitors. 

I am writing to ask that the new proposals for Holmfirth Town Centre don’t go through. I live and 
work in Holmfirth. 
 
This is destruction of the infrastructure and character of our beautiful town.  the scheme will change 
for the worse the historically important Hollowgate area of town in the pursuit of easier access for 
through traffic, especially large lorries.  
 
You pose very leading questions. Firstly, the majority of questions ask about travelling through 
Holmfirth. This immediately sets out the Kirklees agenda as one which is not at all interested in 
getting people into Holmfirth. We are asked “What is your main reason for travelling through 
Holmfrth town centre?” but, given that we live, work and shop here, all the answers are applicable 
but we are allowed to choose only one. A better question would have been created by adding an 
“s” to “reason” and allowing us to tick as many as apply. A later question asks “Please rate your 
experience of congestion in Holmfirth town centre:”. The possible responses (Very High to No 
opinion) render this question absolutely incomprehensible and , therefore, meaningless. 
 
Hollowgate is, essentially, the heart of our town, the central setting for Folk, Food and Arts 
Festivals which bring huge profits (financial and otherwise) into Holmfirth. This will be sacrificed in 
the cause of more rapid transit through town with no thought for where these festivals might 
relocate their events. We are promised “a more attractive environment for residents, businesses 
and visitors” which will not happen, it will kill off a focal part of town, ignoring the traffic flow on 
Rotcher (which includes small schoolchildren coming and going to Nab School)? 
 
Sometimes drivers might have to queue for a while, but usually only when other major routes are 
blocked such as the a628 or the M62. Such delays are inevitable in a town which is (incredibly) 
over a 1000 years old. The same problems exist in Buxton, Bakewell and Hebden Bridge which, as 
we should, build up and retain the positive, historic and unique character of their town that brings in 
tourists and money to their area. 
 
In times when climate is key and we should be looking to promote alternative, more efficient, 
sustainable and clean ways to travel I feel this plan is in direct contradiction to some of Kirklees 
councils other aims. It does not encourage cleaner safer travel nor promote clean air and safe 
pedestrian and cyclist routes. It does the opposite, encouraging and making it easier for traffic 
flowing through to expand rather than use the air monitored and managed motorways. If anything 
elements of Holmfirth should be pedestrianised making a cleaner, safer environment for residents, 
pedestrians, children and tourists to build the economy.  
 
Turning Hollowgate into a ‘roundabout’ will be a detriment to the business along there also. It will in 
turn be dangerous and cause injuries and even deaths.  This is only of benefit to some large lorries 
passing through not of any benefits to residents and businesses. 

The main issue is vehicles parked in Victoria street and deliveries on th Huddersfield road to local 
shops. The awful timing controls of the traffic lights also causes immense delays. Restrictions to 
delivery times , serious changes to light timiings. Mini roundabouts at each end of Victoria street 
would help traffic flow. Ban HGV,s altogether!  
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I agree that something does need to be done about the congestion in holmfirth, however I’m unsure 
how they think it will work sending all of the traffic down hollowgate, particularly HGV’s. I also don’t 
think they’ve thought about the many festivals we have here which often occupy Hollowgate & are 
a major tourist attraction for Holmfirth - not just local people but for people coming far & wide for 
them. These bring a huge income to Holmfirth & a large amount of tourists which obviously really 
helps the town. I honestly don’t think the timings of the traffic lights help at the top of Victoria street, 
and often when they aren’t working the traffic flows much better!  

The key difficulty with what is proposed is that it only looks at traffic movement and isn't concerned 
with how we make Holmfirth an attractive place to live and work in.  In the future more of the town 
will have moving cars reducing the pedestrian character of the town.   
 
The loss of Hollowgate shared space area and the market for community events will mean a 
significant change to the character of the town centre reducing the ability to run community events 
that encompass the whole town centre.  Events like the food and drink festival that take over the 
whole town are really important as part of the character of the area.  The minor reductions in 
congestion planned are not worth losing this space. 

Leave Holmfirth as it is! Yes the traffic can back up at the expected rush hour times, but the traffic 
isn’t bad enough to warrant a whole new layout. If the proposed plans go ahead we will loose the 
unique charm and character of Holmfirth!  

It will make it harder for pedestrians to access the shops. More difficult to cross the roads between 
shops and the narrowness of Hollowgate will make access to businesses more difficult when there 
is heavy traffic 

put A weight limit on trucks using Holmfirth as a short cut ....ban anything above 3ton unless 
delivering 

Could a weight limit be put on vehicles coming through Holmfirth they cause much congestion and 
damage to our roads, Greenfield, Victoria Street etc? 

I strongly oppose the scheme. 
In my view it is ill conceived and will do significant damage to the town. 
Key concerns include.  The loss of the market.  The loss of Hollowgate as a public space for events 
such as the Food and Drink Festival, Folk Festival.  The impact on children making their way to 
school at Holmfirth J&I.  No consideration for cyclists.  The negative impact on pedestrians. 

Why try to destroy the nature of Holmfirth, to encourage yet more traffic to come through it 
Why knock down the "market" building to allow more and heavier vehicles to use Hollowgate....the 
most charismatic feature of Holmfirth, other than to allow the council to off load a building it doesn't 
want 
Why waste time and money to alleviate traffic problems for those who predominantly don't stop or 
live in Holmfirth. Locals know when not to go to Holmfirth and if they do at the wrong time, most 
people know how to avoid the problem 
Why wasn't the plan thought about when there was the opportunity to put the road elsewhere (ie 
the Old Lodges now sainsbury building? 

Health and Safety of pedestrians (local school and access to shops) along Hollowgate, Holmfirth, 
should the plans for development proceed. 

Concerned about the safety to pupils and parents walking up Rotcher to Holmfirth J and I school. 
Also concerned about the cost effectiveness of the strategy - is there nothing cheaper and easier 
that could solve it? Also concerned about the lack of roads that can be closed for the festivals, the 
festivals make Holmfirth special and attractive, it would significantly damage its character to 
prevent these from happening.  

People enjoy Holmfirth, spend and contribute to the village when they are on foot. I strongly believe 
that knocking down the unique location of the indoor market to build a new road will drastically 
reduce the standard of time spent within Holmfirth for both residents and visitors. I believe the 
proposed plans are short sighted and may encourage more traffic at a time when the world needs 
to think about alternative solutions to congestion, such as: bike lanes, park and ride, improved 
public transport etc. 

It won't work Hallow gate is not wide enough to accept the sheer  volume and weight of traffic  
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Lorries only allowed in the centre for loading/ unloading for businesses. When the Woodhead pass 
is closed traffic should be diverted along the Sheffield road to Huddersfield instead of down 
Dunford road and through Holmfirth. 
The zebra crossing infront of Kaye's should be moved further towards the bus station. 

1. This will significantly increase risk of pedestrian accidents/ deaths. The proposed plan increase 
traffic in proximal to a school that already has poor pedestrian safety. 
2. It will damage an area of cultural and historic significance - Hollowgate 
3. It will not significantly improve traffic in other areas.  

Will businesses be able to use the widened footpaths to create outdoor seating space? 

What is the plan to replace the market provision in Holmfirth - I find it hard to believe that this 
wasn't mentioned on the 'what does this plan involve' box on the preferred option.  Who/what will 
be benefiting from the sale of the market hall? 
Where are the traffic survey results for us to review - I get for the two or three event weekends 
there is a problem but not clear on the evidence for other times.  The biggest build up is heading 
both ways along Huddersfield Road, not the centre of Holmfirth, the proposed plan doesn't change 
that. 

Widening the pavement opposite the library on huddersfield rd same on Hollowgate  
Improving pavements and crossing points for pedestrians changing pelican crossing sequence to 
have more frequent pedestrian crossings  
20 mph limit  
18t truck limit apart from access 
Bollards on pavements to prevent vehicles driving! and parking on pavements 
Enforcing existing parking restrictions  
remove parking bays on Victoria st and make all bays loading only 
Employ more traffic wardens 

 
Consider the cultural impact that the lost of Hollowgate would have on Holmfirth.  It is part of the 
attractive centre of Holmfirth and used very effectively for many festivals/events. 
 
By all means sell the market for development so that  it is replaced with a building in keeping with 
the historic centre 
 
A roundabout at the bottom of Dunford Road is a good idea 

Access from dunford road, access to primary school 

The zebra crossing at the bottom of Victoria street (near the river bridge) often causes the traffic to 
stop even though the traffic lights at the top of the street are allowing traffic through. Would it not be 
better to put a pelican crossing with green man that matches the one at the top of the street? So 
that everyone crosses the crossings together and then they wait while the traffic moves through. 

Already heavy large articulated lorries go through Holmfirth to avoid the A628.  
These changes proposed by this scheme will create a viable alternative for heavy traffic flowing 
between Sheffield and Manchester; as, essentially the A628 is woefully inadequate for the volume 
of traffic. Because of this I believe this scheme would ruin the community of Holmfirth and actually 
create more through traffic than at present.  

See no reason for the schemes 

It wil spoil the historic centre of Holmfirth. Hollowgate is part of an old pack horse trail. I dont belive 
it will solve the traffic problem. Traffic is worse when there is a problem on the motorways 

Hollow gate currently is a quiet street with some lovely shops including the chocolate box. It is a 
safe and pleasant walk to browse the shops. If the road is altered there will be no quiet streets to 
walk along and all the shops along here will be no longer viable. The new proposed road will 
encourage further traffic through the town . Also it will be very dangerous for children crossing to 
get to Nab school. There will be reduced parking as a result of the new scheme as the car park 
next to the market will be reduced or removed . Also parking on the Main Street will be eliminated. 
This again will reduce passing trade and will detrimentally affect trade for all of the shops. 

I think it would be a massive shame and ruin our beautiful village of Holmfirth.  
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Without traffic lights I am not sure how the increased traffic from hollow gate will turn right into 
wood head road. Access Nabb school already means crossing the road, but with the increased 
traffic along hollowgate this because a greater challenge with increased risk of injury to 
pedestrians. If this risk is perceived by parents in could the lead to less walking to school which will 
mean more cars and greater congestion and the loss of the health benefits of walking.  

No consideration of the historic centre and of Hollowgate.  
No consideration as to possible limit to large vehicle access through the centre.  
No suggested development of Bridge Lane to keep traffic away from the Centre, or possible to to 
one way to increase safety. 

Concern about the disruption for a long period while the work is going on and the delays it will 
cause getting through the town 

1. Additional parking in Holmfirth is already a local need - plans seem to reduce parking 
opportunties 
2. Some routes (e.g. Hollowgate) have designated spots for commercial waste bins - no 
consideration given to alternative locations 
3. Narrow roads raise questions around viability of 2 lanes of traffic on Hollowgate 
4. Loading bays - whilst useful - will infact be beneficial for a max of one hour per day...doesn't feel 
warranted given this is at the expense of local parking which would be utilised all the time . Risk is 
more vehicles will park on streets / outside bays and block traffic - particularly Victoria St 
5. Driving people away from Holmfirth town centre - With Coop, Lidl & soon to open Aldi on 
Huddersfield Road, trade continues to be diverted out of Homfirth town centre. This reduces 
likelihood of visitors and residents using and supporting local businesses and impacts the village as 
a whole. 
6. Disruption caused by such a centralised scheme 
7. Traffic restrictions - one of the key issues is that Holmfirth is use as a throughfare for HGV's  - 
can this be restricted?  
8. Impact to local events and festivals - a unique feature for Holmfirth 
9. New roads could have the opposite effect in resulting in even more traffic 
10. New routes will isolate some businesses on Victoria St and Hollowgate if cars cannot stop 

The congestion is due to dunford road, you can be queuing on this round for an hour, as you have 
to wait for in coming traffic, and when someone’s trying to turn right at the bottom it hold everyone 
else up. Further up dunford road a new road should be built for people going to holmbridge, as 
people have to wait a lights slowing this down, as sometimes they let around 5 cars through each 
time, Building the road will make traffix worse in holmfirth for months.  

There is no provision for safe cycling in the scheme, increasing cycling and reducing car use are 
national and local priorities.  The size and character of Hollowgate is not compatible with A-road 
traffic regardless of improvement to the road engineering.  The duration of the wait at the traffic 
lights does not warrant the degree of intervention proposed.  One of the problems in Homfirth is the 
ability to park.  Removing the Market building and closing the bus station car park would further 
exacerbate this issue.   
 
Removing the bottleneck in Holmfirth may make the route more attractive for transpennine traffic 
resulting in an increase in use of the unsuitable A635 route. Given the fatal accident history of this 
route and its attractiveness to cyclists consideration should be given to speed limit reduction and 
efforts at enforcement.  

This new proposal will destroy Holmfirth center. It will change what is now currently a place where 
people go to place where people drive through. Holmfirth has a fantastic local history and creating 
this new road structure will not improve the Town.  
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Firstly, this questionnaire is flawed in that it does not fully enable data to be collected about the 
types of users of the highway network in Holmfirth. I am a resident, a shopper in Holmfirth, and I 
travel to work or elsewhere through Victoria Street, Hollowgate and Towngate almost every day. I 
really do welcome investment in resolving congestion. I do think that much of it is caused on a 
temporary basis when there are other major network problems elsewhere, leading to traffic coming 
through Holmfirth. I belive that there are several key areas that ought to be considered  which 
include preventing traffic from coming up Bridge Lane except in emergeny. I have seen so many 
near misses from cars trying to pull onto Station Road (A635) and I saw two cars have to brake 
suddenly this morning.  
the end of Hollowgate also needs to have protective bollards and potentially a Traffic Regulation 
Order to prevent larger vehicles damaging the old bridge. 
 
Another point is that as part of your further options development, please turn the traffic lights off at 
the top of Victoria Street. When these have occasionally failed, traffic flows improve.  

Holmfirth is a community not a thoroughfare. I suggest that if people have a problem with the 
delays passing through Holmfirth, they find an alternative route or campaign for a bypass. These 
plans would increase traffic, encourage commuters to drive even faster through our town and put 
our residents at risk - especially those travelling, by foot, to the schools  

The proposed new link road is pointless and unnecessary, the road structure is already in place 
with alterations it would work in the same way without losing the market hall.  
Right turn only off Victoria street on to Huddersfield road and left turn only from hollowgate onto 
Huddersfield road. Absolutely no need for a new road at all.  

The issues for traffic mainly result from traffic on Victoria Road.  I would suggest that as a first 
attempt to reduce congestion no cars are allowed to park between the lights and the bottom of 
Dunford Raod.  In addition my main concern is the changes will speed up traffic down Huddersfield 
Road.  As a minimum there need to be speed cameras to cover the area from the bottom of 
Upperthong lane to where the existing lights are. 

Something does need doing to ease the flow of traffic in Holmfirth town centre - in future years the 
problem will otherwise only get worse.  I disagree with those who say that good traffic flow will 
inhibit people from staying and benefitting business and tourism.   
I realize that you have capitalised on the decision by Kirklees Markets authority to relinquish 
Holmfirth Market in proposing to bridge the river at that point.  I am a regular customer at the 
market and would only agree to this scheme if an alternative venue and management were found 
to continue Holmfirth Market in some form. 

I don't think any consideration for the school children at Holmfirth JI&N has been made and could 
be very dangerous. Hollowgate is of historical significance and a beautiful part of the town and it 
will be ruined.  

The proposed plans will not only do nothing to ease any congestion in holmfirth, simply move it 
from the main road. It will completely destroy the quaint village feel that the town is known for and 
will completely kill local businesses 

This is an ill considered plan. There is no benefit only loss for pedestrians, which means both 
visitors and locals. There is particular problems with the access for the Nabb school on Cartworth 
Moor Road where the main route of travel is up Rotcher Road off Hollowgate. This road is only one 
car width at the bottom and therefore will cause a big problem when the cars are being backed up 
by people trying to cross the main flow of traffic approaching Hollowgate. This is going to pose a 
danger to school children both arriving and leaving school. Hollowgate is too narrow to safely 
accommodate both cars, very large trucks and pedestrians. It is a scheme which poses a danger to 
people.  

Will not alleviate traffic, simply shunt the problem round. A one way system will cause more 
frustration than it cures and the loss of the market removes yet another important element of 
community from a town centre already suffering several civic buildings closures. 
These plans demonstrate clearly that the council do not understand either the traffic flow or support 
the local community and businesses needs or wishes.  

 A large part of traffic issues in Holmfirth is access from one side of the valley to the other - which 
can be improved out of town possibly where the tesco store was planned. This would save many 
cars having to come through the town centre.  
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Whilst I agree that the proposed interventions could achieve the stated aims,  I would strongly 
question the (opportunity) cost.  The proposed solution would appear very likely to have a huge 
impact on the character of Holmfirth as a traditional market town (for which it is widely renowned).  
It would also seem that alternative solutions to any congestion could be found without having to 
completely destroy the market and thus the heart of the town.       

Hollowgate is part of the heart of the Holmfirth community and central to events such as the Folk 
Festival. The Market Hall is also a centre of the community.  

Not proceeding  and consider alternative plans . 
Suggest ‘policing’ of parking on Victoria St.  No parking on Victoria St with limited access for 
deliveries. 
More car parking in Holmfirth  

A ban on Large Trucks from the village centre. 

We live on Cartworth Road up by Holmfirth Junior and Infant School and the proposed new road 
makes me sick with worry I do not know how on earth we are going to frive down Rotcher and tgen 
do a hair pun bend onto a very narrow road ( Hollowgate) with very busy traffic Also pur children 
are going to have to cross that road to get to high school in the morning whih again is going yo be 
higly dangerous . I do not understand why this idea has wven been proposed as Hollowgate is so 
narrow and so how are the big wagons going to thunder down .Ships like Shades of China will have 
to leave as the china will be shaking on the shelves ! Also we love using the market building as 
regularly attend both the Saturday and Thursday markets I xan see no sense in knocking down the 
market building othet than making some wuick cash. The whole plan will do nothing to help with 
traffic and as i can see is soo poorly thought through and making the residents and business 
people of Holmfirth really worried that this will be pushed through against any of our wishes A 
disaster waiting to happen !!!! 

Review access to Hollowgate and egress from Rotcher and Hollowgate. 

Leave the centre alone but look more closely at vehicles parking in no parking areas ,also place 
signs detailing how to use the yellow box systems. 

It will only increase traffic making the already dangerous roads even more so due to the traffic 
moving faster the proposed area affects school children that attend Nabb school. It will distort the 
look of Holmfirth , ruin business along hollowgate , Destroy all the lovely festivals we hold I. 
Holmfirth that bring in thousands of visitors and do wonders for the economy. Loose the market that 
I use every weekend, access to the houses at the back of the elephant castle hasn't even been 
considered. holmfirth is a beautiful old town that would be ruined by this plan. It’s literally the worst 
idea I have ever heard it will cost thousands and thousands only to increase traffic and make the 
traffic a few seconds faster. The only solution is to direct traffic away from Holmfirth entirely , it’s 
eorth banking the money and saving until this is possible. No No No!! Don’t destroy our beautiful 
town!!!      

We are in a Climate Emergency and the Council has itself declared a Climate Emergency  We 
should not be building more roads to accommodate the motor car and cause more air pollution. 
The centre of Holmfirth is getting ruined by traffic and this measure will only increase traffic in teh 
centre of Holmfirth. Please consider alternatives and ways to get people out of cars and into public 
transport and bikes.  
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The plan has not been  through. Access up Rotcher off Hollow gate  will be a major issue, 
especially with Holmfirth junior school up there. No facilities for crossing the road. Traffic along 
hollowgate will be constant especially at busy times.  
Hollowgate is too narrow, pedestrians will be endangered. It's also one of the most attractive 
streets and used in festivals and community events.  
The congestion issues happen when there are accidents on other major Pennine routes - Dunford 
road then suffers horrendously and this plan won't help with that in the slightest.  
With the proposed one way system Holmfirth would so easily become one big gridlocked 
roundabout. Extra paving down Victoria Street won't be much good - who is going to want to sit and 
look at traffic?!  
Dunford road gets congested just with 2 buses trying to pass each other - have you looked to see if 
changes can be made to the bus time tables?  
There is an alternative plan designed by Rachel Lee which I know has been passed to you which 
preserves the centre of Holmfirth and has looked at  traffic flow - this seems much better thought 
out.  
I think your plan cuts up Holmfirth for the benefit of the traffic and roads and the community will lose 
out.  
I think improvements could be made by moving zebra crossings further up towngate towards 
station road, but overall Kirklees council should be looking to support the community of Holmfirth, 
not the through traffic. 
I really do not want my town to end up looking like brighouse!  
 
I'm writing this on my phone so apologies if it doesn't read too well 

Forcing large vehicles like HGV's and buses to use Hollowgate will cause massive impacts on the 
surrounding environment, safety of pedestrians and other vehicles using Holmfirth. 
When Hollowgate gets blocked by such large vehicles then traffic will back up on all further routes 
and with the new proposed one way system, how are vehicles meant to find an alternative way out 
of Holmfirth. 

This scheme appears to give vehicle users priority. I would suggest this is short sighted and does 
not consider a longer term, sustainable or environmentally friendly vision for Holmfirth and it's 
community. Any scheme needs to look at what Holmfirth does well and that is clearly the festivals- 
which take over the streets of Holmfirth and bring in many visitors. This is something Holmfirth 
should be building on. This scheme encourages road users to see Holmfirth as an easy route which 
long term will simply attract more traffic undermining the community of Holmfirth and endangering 
children on Hollowgate. Hollowgate is not fit for purpose as a main road and is a direct route down 
from the local primary school.  

Whilst there is a traffic problem in Holmfirth, your proposed plan will not solve it. Its out of date 
thinking, lacks imagination and is not an appropriate solution for a gem of a Yorkshire town.  It will 
ruin the feel of Holmfirth and restrict our ability to have the brilliant festivals that are so important to 
us by prioritising traffic over pedestrians and residents - not very 21st century! 
 
The whole of the UK is trying to keep polluting cars out of our towns for the sake of residents 
health, and to reduce congestion; whilst this proposal seeks to bring more traffic into town.  It 
beggars belief.  Your priority in this scheme should be to preserve the heritage and beauty of the 
town and to enhance the lives of residents and visitors. 
 
On a practical level, there are less invasive and cheaper steps that could be taken in the short term 
and a further assessment carried out in a year to determine the impact.  Changes such as: 
1.  Changing zebra crossings (x 2) on Towngate and Victoria Rd to Pelican crossings, thereby 
allowing traffic to flow more freely. 
2.  Agree that a mini roundabout at the junction of Dunford Rd and Towngate would help, or traffic 
lights 
3.  Change the timings of the traffic lights 
4.  Reduce the weight limit of vehicles allowed through the centre. 
 
There is little to no support for your current scheme, and as residents we beg you to reconsider. 
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This scheme appears to give vehicle users priority. I would suggest this is short sighted and does 
not consider a longer term, sustainable or environmentally friendly vision for Holmfirth and it's 
community. Any scheme needs to look at what Holmfirth does well and that is clearly the festivals- 
which take over the streets of Holmfirth and bring in many visitors. This is something Holmfirth 
should be building on. This scheme encourages road users to see Holmfirth as an easy route which 
long term will simply attract more traffic undermining the community of Holmfirth and endangering 
children on Hollowgate. Hollowgate is not fit for purpose as a main road and is a direct route down 
from the local primary school.  

Consider the extremely deleterious effect of the new bridge and road on the historic Hollogate 
which for generations has been a gathering place for residents and visitors alike...years ago it held 
the beast market and now festivals and other events absolutely central to the attraction of this 
unspoilt Yorkshire town. The thought that we will be left with no venue for the twice weekly market 
and other special one-off markets and festival events is tragic and unacceptable in my view. Why 
should we lose all this as a result of Kirklees's misguided desire to "improve" our town according to 
their notions of what is needed as opposed to our own, and as opposed to the reality of the 
situation where there is in fact no huge problem at all. Holmfirth is an old traditional West Yorkshire 
town, a wonderful centre which sustains a vibrant community and continues to attract a steady 
stream of visitors year in, year out. 

This scheme appears to give vehicle users priority. I would suggest this is short sighted and does 
not consider a longer term, sustainable or environmentally friendly vision for Holmfirth and it's 
community. Any scheme needs to look at what Holmfirth does well and that is clearly the festivals- 
which take over the streets of Holmfirth and bring in many visitors. This is something Holmfirth 
should be building on. This scheme encourages road users to see Holmfirth as an easy route which 
long term will simply attract more traffic undermining the community of Holmfirth and endangering 
pedestrians on Hollowgate. Hollowgate is not fit for purpose as a main road. 

Have you considered that many large vehicles are directed through Holmfirth By Sat Nav, of which 
you have no control? 
Where are the Traffic Lights going to be located? 
How long will the work take from the very beginning to the very conclusion? 
What will be the overall disruption & will that + all the work actually make a difference?? 
What initial disruption will be created by the demolishing of various buildings at the entrance to 
Hollogate? 
Why create 4 meter wide pathways for pedestrians & "pavement cafes"....we don't generally have 
the weather...this is not the south of France, Greece or The Canaries etc etc!!! 
I could go on, but I believe this plan is flawed. 

The new plans look OK. It looks to me that traveling towards manchester/Glossop at peak times will 
not be improved even slowed down 

[stakeholder response - please see appropriate appendix] 

Makes no sence at all woukd be disasterous for Holmfirth on hollowgate especially  

Please leave Hollowgate untouched.  

I profoundly disagree with Cllr Peter McBride's assertion that the proposals would be a good thing 
for Holmfirth! This is a nuclear bomb response by the Authority to solve a moderate problem. An 
additional road bridge on Hollowgate  would have the opposite effect to the stated hoped-for 
outcomes in terms of easier traffic flow. A beautiful, distinctive area of our town, well used by 
pedestrians, and a key area for the many events held in the town, would be vandalised for the sake 
of traffic. Improving air quality would not be met by this scheme. On the contrary, experience surely 
shows that "improving" traffic flow merely serves to attract and increase heavier traffic with the 
inevitable (obvious?) effects on air pollution. 
It would not bring prosperity to our town- visitors come because of the current lovely facilities and 
look of our existing layout, so the obliteration of a key area (including the loss of our market, which 
is already being cynically rundown) would be disastrous. We need our councillors to look to the 
well-being of all their residents and visitors, not just anonymous Big Business and rush-through 
trucks and lorries. 

I think the intervention you are proposing forces traffic into a narrow road (Hollowgate). This road is 
currently lined with thriving small businesses and is a haven from the busier Victoria Street. It is 
also a road that is currently closed for festivals, and obviously this would no longer be possible. 
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Victoria Street one way. Not practical. 
Hollowgate. Part one way again not practical. 
Mini roundabout will cause more problems than it will solve. What about the entrances from 
Rotcher Road and South Lane.. 

Frankly you must be able to see that your proposed scheme closes down the heart of Holmfirth ie 
Hollowgate and Victoria St. and potentially puts lives at risk on Hollowgate  

I travel over 30,000 miles per year with my work and by comparison to other towns do not feel that 
congestion is such a big issue. It can be at times, but I think many avoid these times. If traffic flow 
is improved I am concerned it will attract additional traffic volumes, i.e. those who avoid at peak 
times. 

In the plan good point is to remove on Victoria Street parking bays and provide loading bays and 
just disabled parking bays.  

The centre of Holmfirth can occasionally be clogged by HGV's using the town as an alternate route 
when there are delays on the Woodhead pass. However, the changes proposed by Kirklees seem 
somewhat ridiculous and seem focused on improving routes for non local traffic whilst not 
considering the town or the residents in any way. Hollowgate is an integral part of the centre of our 
town. We have many community based events that use Hollowgate, including the folk and food 
festivals which generate masses of revenue and footfall to the area. Changing this road to improve 
access for non local traffic is an appalling idea and will have a direct negative impact on the town 
by removing a much used local space. Even without considering the risks for children accessing 
Nab school on that route, your suggestions will result in a worse situation than it is now. Please 
take more time to consult with local residents, Holmfirth is a very special place and improvements 
for residents would be welcome. However it appears as though your suggestions are only designed 
to improve access for through traffic - they will only impact negatively on the residents and 
business owners of Holmfirth.  

Lose town character. 
Negative commercial impact. 
Negative environmental impact. 
Negative local community impact. 
Events impaired. 
More and faster traffic. 
Negative safety impact. 

The proposed changes to the traffic flow will make Holmfirth a thorough fare to Manchester. The 
town will suffer from increased traffic which reduces the safety of pedestrians, especially school 
children and elderly will be at risk, not to mention the increase in pollution. The Huddersfield Road 
will become even busier which will cause a hazard to the many cyclists who use this road as a 
result of the Tour de Yorkshire and Welcome to Yorkshire initiatives. Surely this is undoing the 
good work done to attract tourism to "God's County" 

A roundabout or traffic lights at the crossroad in New Mill would be a far better use of the money. 

This scheme is short-sighted and will only increase traffic on all the roads affected through the town 
and not ease congestion or pollution but create more in time. This will create a less attractive 
environment for residents and businesses.  

Some of this problem could have been avoided if the railway line had remained in use. 

Victoria Street, Dunford Road, they are bad when they is a lot of traffic 

 I understand that at times there is traffic congestion in the centre.  This is often due to events 
outside the area - closures of the M62 or Woodhead Road.  Often problems are caused by large 
vehicles passing through the village, which require a large turning circle to go through the traffic 
lights. Maybe some sort of control of these vehicles could be applied prior to them reaching the 
centre - size restrictions or some form of charge. 
Traffic lights rather than zebra crossings or roundabouts might help the traffic flow especially at the 
bottom of  Dunford Road where traffic often backs up. 

The congestion in Holmfirth is minor on all the roads affected by the proposed schemes. and 
existing traffic and pollution would only be increased by them. The protracted building disruption 
alone is not worth the supposed benefits. Terrible waste of money. 
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The plans are short sighted. There is no mention of 'greener' or environmental proposals. There are 
no cycle lanes or references to cleaner EV usage in the future. 

It will encourage more HGV to come through Holmfirth instead of going over Woodhead Pass. 
Narrow pavements on Hollowgate - dangerous for pedestrians 

The map in library was small. Don't know where the traffic lights will be!  Hollowgate is too narrow 
for buses and heavy traffic 

Have there been any considerations towards pedestrianized areas and cycle lanes? 

Not sure how it will illiviate the traffic problems.  I prefer the other plan that was put forward by a 
Holmfirth Residence.  We live and work in Holmfirth and are worried how the disruptions will effect 
business.  Will it be a phased upgrade ??  Please consider the other plan it’s seems a better option 
?? 

You should not consider a detail; you should rethink the scheme. 
 At the traffic lights there are two alternative routes for all three traffic approaches; therefore there 
should be two lanes approaching the lights from each direction. These should start at Hollowgate in 
Victoria Street, High Town Lane on Huddersfield Road and Upperthong Lane on Woodhead Road. 
No parking (at any time) or stopping or loading in the three peak traffic times should be allowed 
from Manchester Road to School Road on the A6024, and in Victoria Street. The pedestrian 
crossing at the traffic lights and the lights themselves should be fitted with cameras so that traffic is 
regulated according to demand. Other pedestrian crossings should be zebra (Belisha) crossings or 
be intelligently controlled by cameras so they only stop traffic when there is someone crossing the 
road. The bus stop in Huddersfield Road should be in a layby (this was something the bus 
company objected to and the council capitulated when the area between Cooper Lane and High 
Town Lane was redeveloped. Bus company should be forced to use vehicles sized appropriately 
for passenger demand so that large single or double deck buses do not have to turn right out of 
Victoria Street, and rarely have to stop on the crucial part of Huddersfield Road. 

I travel through morning and night on my way to and from work in Lepton. There may be a slight 
delay at the traffic lights - especially if Victoria Street is busy - but this is no more than experienced 
anywhere else.  

Please recognise that we are in a climate emergency and our transport infrastructure has to 
transform from car centred to people centred. Road improvements are not compatible with Kirklees 
climate aims . Please consider a strategy to improve the public transport network instead  

The proposed plan will not aid any congestion at all but will only cause more problems and destroy 
local trade which is already struggling. Issues arise when there are problems on surrounding 
motorways which lead to traffic coming through Holmfirth and it just cannot cope so no amount of 
new plans will sort this out  

An attractive environment at present is Hollowgate and the use which is made of it at certain times 
of the year for celebrations within Holmfirth. This would be removed under the present plans. 
The purported traffic congestion is not significant enough to warrant such enormous changes, not 
to mention the upheaval which would be caused during those changes. 
There is presently acceptable access for local residents, workers and business owners. What we 
don't want to do is discourage visitors from Holmfirth by making it effectively simply a through road. 

Unfortunately I don't think that the plans have been proposed by someone who lives, works and 
socialises in Holmfirth.  What has been proposed are not improvements.  The plans will kill 
businesses and make it harder to socialise.  The major problem Holmfirth has is that commuters 
use the village has a 'rat run' whenever the M62 has an accident or is closed.  Major traffic comes 
down Greenfield Road and floods the village.  There needs to be a stop on large lorries coming 
through the village, they find it impossible to make the turns they need without mounting the 
pavement and on several occasions taking out the bollard on the bridge opposite the Elephant and 
Castle Pub.  If traffic is allowed to be speeded up through the village then more traffic will come 
through it rather than less. 
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These are facts. 
I own the first business on left as you come onto Hollowgate the narrowest part.  Hollowgate is not 
2 way.. there is a can parked now off loading to the business near me. He is  on pavement for 2 
reasons there is no where to park he has to offload and to give enough room for cars to pass. No 
one can get in or out of my shop at moment their is insufficient  room. Pedestrians can't use 
footpath for same reason. Cars can't get passed because a woman in a wheelchair is on road, their 
is no pavement on other side.  As i understand your plan how can you put pavement on other side 
and make it one way when there is insuffjcient space already in its present state. Its impossible.  
Can i suggest you film this part of holmfirth in a 24 hour period. The volume of traffic already using 
it as a one way system is huge. It will be horrific if you send all traffic this way and impossible for 
trade to continue.  When you speak of investment in Holmfirth. Many retailers including myself have 
done just that over the past 2 years. All retail premises on Hollowgate are full and thriving.  This will 
put us out of business , it will be too dangerous to attempt to access with your propsed road 
system.  

Need to consider Nabb school children crossing Hollowgate to gain access to and from Rotcher. 
Also vehicles leaving the bottom of Rotcher onto Hollowgate. 

The changes are designed for travellers through Holmfirth not residents 

Main concern is the Hollowgate proposal and bridge requiring demolition possibilities. 

I have concerns regarding Children and parents,(both on foot and by car) leaving the bottom of 
Rotcher as the flow of traffic is bound to increase if drivers think they can pass through Holmfirth 
with less congestion to deal with.  motorists will negotiate a mini roundabout and accelerate quickly 
on exiting the roundabout, therefore more dangerous for pedestrians and motorists who are going 
about their daily business in and around Holmfirth. Possibly a "twenty's plenty speed restriction 
should be enforced.The network of pedestrian and pelican crossings needs to be adjusted.  A 
crossing will be needed on Upperbridge.       

I don't believe that the plans should be called 'Improvement', unfortunately I think it will be to the 
detriment of the town.  Narrowing Victoria Road will be a mistake.  Currently when buses or lorries 
try to come down Victoria Road and there is a bus or lorry also waiting to come up Victoria Road 
everything comes to a stand still because they can't both fit through together.  This means that all 
the traffic following behind making a right turn into Victoria Road from Huddersfield Road are stuck 
in the middle of the lights and cannot complete their turn. 

The safety and developement of the Holmfirth community. 

Zebra crossing needed at the bottom of Dunford Road.  

It is unnecessary to go to such lengths to solve a relatively minor problem. 

Turn off the traffic lights. Stop all parking down Victoria Street. Take out the Zebra crossings at the 
bottom of Victoria street and the one on Towngate. All deliveries have to be before 6.30 am and 
after 6.30 pm.   

Try for some common sense. Spend your money a much improved and flexible bus service to 
reduce car ownership.  Encourage more walking to the town centre by creating rights of way 
through housing estates etc.  Try to convince people to reduce their driving by making them more 
aware of the effect of vehicle emissions especially on children.  Encourage local shopping and local 
businesses.  Have one day a week when there will be no traffic in Holmfirth except for buses. 
Everyone enjoyed the freedom to walk on roads during the Tour De France. 

It's a sledgehammer to crack a nut.  Yes it gets congested at times, but that's because it's  a 
popular destination.  It won't be that popular once you've demolished half of it and wrecked it's 
main quaint street (Hollowgate) to provide a better thoroughfare for those who have no intention of 
stopping.   
How about considering a bypass - that would be much better! And while you're at it sort out that 
ridiculous junction at New Mill that's just crying out to be a roundabout.  Now if you want to sort 
congestion - that should be a bigger priority! The queues back towards Brockholes there are 
legendary at peak times.     
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Rather than spending millions on significant restructure of the town, the plan could consider smaller 
and much less costly changes to improve traffic flow without damaging the character of the town. 
 
My suggestions would include: 
 
1) Improved and more intelligent signalling controls at the junction between Victoria street and 
A6024 to allow traffic to flow continuously along the A6024 in both directions at all times other than 
when: 
a) turning right into Victoria street from the A6024 (coming from Woodhead Road direction) where 
traffic coming from Huddersfield along A6024 would have to be halted but traffic heading from 
Woodhead road along A6024 could continue to flow. 
b) when turning left out of Victoria street onto A6024 (in this instance traffic turning left into Victoria 
street from A6024 could continue to flow by putting in a small filter lane on the A6024) 
c) when turning right out of Victoria street (in this instance traffic turning left into Victoria street from 
A6024 could continue to flow by putting in a small filter lane on the A6024) 
 
2) Removing all on street parking on Victoria street to allow for larger vehicles to pass through as 
the main trunk route and allowing pavements to be widened for pedestrians. 
 
3) Width / Height restriction to be implemented on Hollowgate along with one way traffic flow 
(direction away from junction with Victoria street). This would prevent HGV's from using this road 
whilst allowing and encouraging local traffic heading towards Woodhead Road to use this road 
instead of the junction at the head of Victoria Street. 
 
4) Change Bridge Lane to make this a one way road direction of A635 to encourage traffic flow 
from Dunford Road towards Huddersfield to use this route rather than junction at Victoria Street. 
 
5) Strictly enforced parking restrictions (residents only) going up Dunford road to reduce congestion 
along this road which is often caused by larger vehicles not being able to pass one another due to 
parked cars. 
 
6) The reduction in parking opportunities in town centre created by these changes could be offset 
by one of the following options (in order or perceived cost / effort): 
a) purchase and levelling of the old toilet block next to bus station, increasing available parking 
spaces 
b) redesigning the parking behind the library to make this multi-storey and perhaps extending 
slightly into park land. 
c) levelling top floor or indoor market to create parking over the existing ground floor of existing 
market hall whilst retaining this very important local space. 

Other than for deliveries at certain times of the day, make Hollowgate a pedestrian street. 

Congestion is worse than my previous answers imply: as a resident of Holmfirth I walk if I expect 
the traffic to be bad - or avoid the centre if going out of town.  As a pedestrian the main problem is 
the narrowness of pavements, and the proposals do not seem to have any impact on the worst 
such areas, namely the A6024.  Holmfirth's congestion problems are a result of geography, and I 
do not see that any amount of tinkering will improve things - the only solution being an unaffordable 
bypass or two. 
However, if the scheme was proceeded with I would make the A6024 one-way northbound from the 
new road to Victoria St, thus creating a big one-way system around the town centre. 

Protecting the individuality and appeal of Hollowgate should be paramount. The Zebra on Victoria 
Street could be done away with to improve the traffic flow 

Route 68 on the National Cycle Network currently passes along Victoria Street in Holmfirth or 
alternatively along Hollowgate. However I see no provision made for cycling in your proposals, 
although I notice that a commitment to cycling is a strong and repeated feature of the Combined 
Authority's policy statements. 

I work in the centre of Holmfirth, Hollowgate Rd,  at the moment customers complain that there is 
no parking to just "nip" in. Your proposed plans are taking away more parking which in turn will turn 
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custom away. Holmfirth already has a problem with keeping small business in operation and I 
believe that the proposed plan will cause more damage.  

There is a severe lack of parking in the centre of Holmfirth. The current parking on Hollowgate is 
used consistently through the day and evenings. The loss of this parking and that on Victoria Street 
and the junction of Hollowgate and Dunford Road will have a big impact. Can alternative new 
parking be incorporated in to the plan, such as extending the car park over the river next to the new 
link road? As the link road will need to go over the river anyway. 

Pointless waste of government money 

Holmfirth is an historic, small market town with few main access roads, which are narrow and lined 
with old housing and businesses that are the essence of the town’s character. 
Any change in traffic flow will potentially change this character so should be handled very carefully. 
It should not all about about traffic flow and speed of journey. 
If money is available for improving the roads in and around the town, I suggest that, rather than 
introducing a grandiose scheme which seems to be more about speed of getting from one side of 
the town to the other, rather than helping the town to prosper, the following points should be 
addressed first: 
1. The speed of traffic on the roads, particularly around the schools. Why is there still no 20mph 
restriction, for instance, on New Mill Road, when there have been numerous accidents involving 
school children certainly over the past 30 years? 
2. The increasing size of HGVs using Holmfirth as a shortcut from Woodhead Road to the M62. 
Why should we introduce improvements which will encourage an increase of what is already a 
blight on the town. 
3. Spend the money on actually improving the state of the roads in the area. Resurfacing properly, 
filling in potholes, etc etc etc. 
4. Lastly, and for me, most importantly, Hollowgate is an old and historic part of the character of the 
town. It is a central and vital facility for the town’s many festivals, is a historic thoroughfare, and 
should not be used to direct even more heavy traffic along its narrow street. There is no way if 
widening traffic access down Hollowgate without destroying existing buildings (and people’s 
businesses).  

The proposed scheme may smooth traffic flow somewhat, but the cost-benefit analysis has 
insufficiently weighted the value of the loss of, and impact upon, the essential character of some of 
the historic core areas of Holmfirth, e.g. Hollowgate. 

Plan concentrates on people travelling through Holmfirth to reach another destination. No 
consideration for residents or business owners. 
 Where will customers park for a quick visit to local businesses? 
What about general disruption to the town centre whilst the work is being carried out.How will it 
effect local businesses  
What will happen to all the local events and festivals that use these roads for parades and food 
stalls. 

It will not solve the traffic coming from new mill  to Holmfirth, or either way on the top road, I think it 
will cause more problems......at non busy times the traffic flows fine 

All it will mean is that cars will be able to speed through the town centre more quickly.  We need to 
be thinking about slowing traffic down to make the town centre more pedestrian friendly.  There 
should be 20 mile per hour speed limits through the centre including the main Huddersfield Road 
as in Meltham.  Holmfirth is an historic tourist town and should be treated as such.  Every aspect of 
the town centre should be considered including how the historic buildings.  They should be 
preserved and the character of the town centre should also be preserved otherwise it starts to look 
like everywhere else and nobody will want to visit and I can't say I blame them.  I understand that 
traffic flow is important but maybe we have to go back to the drawing board and come from a 
different starting place - one of preserving the character of the town which means not replacing 
buildings with roads.  I quite like the old market hall and even though its use has dwindled in recent 
years there are many residents people who use this service very regularly.  Maybe the extension 
on the front of the market Hall could go and it could get a revamp which would attract market 
sellers and customers.   



 

156 | P a g e  
 

I think the plans will make the traffic worse 
• more dangerous for school children especially ones who attend Holmfirth infants and juniors  
• highly effect business on hollowgate which I work at one so my job could be effected  
• festivals will be stopped eg folk festival, food and drink...where business will be highly effected 
with loss of earnings and more importantly the people of Holmfirth and the tourists absolutely love 
these days 
•will not stop the flow of traffic coming into Holmfirth from new mill, thongsbridge etc  
•loss of parking which people have trouble as it is  
•will not be a safer place for our children to walk around  Holmfirth with their friends  
•hygiene problems as where will bins go for the business near hollowgate?  
 
Why change something that doesn’t need changing I think the money meaning to pay for this 
change should go to something that is needed and will help the community  

Impact on heritage and environment will further negatively impact on tourism and viability of local 
businesses. It is a very flawed scheme that only looks at traffic as an issue rather than what is right 
for the Holmfirth economy as a whole. It shouldn't be done and is the road equivalent of Lodges! 

I have many concerns and don't believe this plan will solve the congestion that often occurs at 
certain times of day. I have 2 grandchildren at Nab School and I have to turn left at the bottom of 
Rotcher if I pick them up from school. Will this be possible?  Will I have to push my way into the 
main traffic stream causing a blockage at the mini roundabout? This takes some vehicles 2 
manoeuvres - will they hold up the traffic hence causing a blockage on the mini-roundabout? 
Children and parents crossing at the new uncontrolled crossing will make it difficult for Nab traffic 
that wants to turn right at the bottom of Rotcher. What about the commercial bins that are currently 
placed on Hollowgate? 
A large proportion of the traffic passing along Woodhead road in either direction, turns down 
Victoria Street including all buses. Will traffic coming from Greenfield be able to do this easily or will 
a backlog build up Greenfield Road? Will a mini-roundabout be able to deal with this traffic quickly 
enough as drivers are often hesitant at mini-roundabouts 

We don't want the attractive aspect of Holmfirth to be destroyed by major traffic chaos. 
aWhy don't you consider removing traffic lights and replace by mini round about to test the impact. 
secondly put mini round about at foot of Dunford road as planned. Make no stopping on Victoria 
road policed by cctv cameras. 
 
If this does work you have save over £4m. We need to preserve Hollowgate as tourist attraction AS 
WATER GIVES SENSE OF TRANQUILITY TO HOLMFITH. 

More efficient traffic light sequences would help, rather than completely altering a beautiful Pennine 
town centre.  

The new  system will attract more traffic  destroying the whole attractiveness of holmfirth   
Vote  no 

The demolition of the market and replacement with a road there doesn't appear to solve the issue 
and will affect the character of the village. The market and road provide a great Location for 
community events and it would be a shame to loose this. The proposed roundabout is a good idea 
however a smaller one would prevent loss of walkways.  

Hollow gate too narrow for lorries will only lead to more congestion & spoil shopping area. Double 
yellow lines required down both sides of Victoria street- this will ease any congestion. Limit times 
for deliveries. Disabled parking already available in 3 car parks close by. Do not spoil the ambience 
of Holmfirth with this ridiculous scheme. What is required is a by pass. Roads mainly affected when 
Woodhead Pass closed. 

Holmfirth is no busier at peak times to anywhere else in Yorkshire. The plan will not help Holmfirth, 
its residents or businesses. The centre of Holmfirth will be destroyed so that cars and lorries can 
reduce their travel time by 5 seconds!  

Find the money for the 2 bridge scheme.Congestion caused by:Allowing on street parking on 
approach roads,not policing existing yellow lines and insufficient double yellow lines,poor location 
of pedestrian crossings at bottom of Victoria st and allowing HGV's to use Holmfirth as an 
alternative when problems on Woodhead.The problem is that residents don't want traffic speeding 
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up through Holmfirth as this is more dangerous for pedestrians,they want a reduction especially as 
the 635 has become an alternative to the M62. 

Holmfirth Junior, Infant & Nursey school. It is currently dangerous crossing Hollowgate. How there 
has not been a child injured yet I will never know. I have witnessed so many near misses. How are 
the children going to cross, with increased, faster flowing traffic? Yet no crossings. This will put 
people off walking potentially increasing traffic. Yet Rotcher is dangerous as it is. It definitely needs 
to be permit holder only, as cars reverse round bends. It is so dangerous. Buses can't get up to 
Rotcher so the children have to walk down the hill to get buses for swimming & school trips etc. 
The new road plans & faster flowing traffic as a result will make it dangerous & potentially stop 
these opportunities for the children which is unacceptable. 

Other measures should be considered .... for example, clear signage before vehicles leave the 
Woodhead pass at Flouch (such as 'centre of Holmfirth unsuitable for HGVs etc) to prevent HGVs 
etc rumbling through Holmfirth, better public transport for residents etc.  I think that we need to 
avoid simply grabbing funding and finding an issue to spend it on, and do some creative solution 
finding that doesn't destroy the essence of the town.  Calls for a bypass? We already have one - it's 
called the Woodhead Pass - money should be invested there.  

Wait until you have more funding and provide more ambitious scheme to combat traffic issues 
without compromising the public realm (demolishing an existing building, but keeping an adjacent 
undersized/awkward car park with difficult access to the road - really?!)  
 
The River Holme is an under used asset in the town.  This should be opened up and promoted as a 
feature.  Why not consider the potential for creating pedestrian routes within the river ? (e.g. 
cantilevering pedestrian boardwalks from the river walls, or a walkway on stilts down the centre). 
Clear, attractive and joined up pedestrian route between the coop and hollowgate.  There need to 
be some real "features" to tie this town together rather than just divide it up further by flowing roads 
- providing a couple of planters and benches on some wider pavements doesn't really cut it. 
 
At least with stationary traffic, the town centre is good for pedestrians and cyclists !  
(I am writing this as a car driver who has to commute through the centre of town at peak times 
every weekday and visits the town centre as a pedestrian at weekends/evenings). 
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1. The consultation period was far too short and  I feel the community has been treated in a VERY 
cavalier way.   A month is far too short a time to digest the implications, to consider whether they 
are better than doing nothing, and to suggest possible alternatives. 
 
2. We have not been presented with adequate information on which to evaluate the plans e.g. 
projected traffic flows, whether or not road hauliers have been consulted, whether they could use 
alternative routes.......  
I attended one consultation day and, although the person I spoke to tried to be helpful, they were 
not from the local area and could not adequately answer questions.  Lack of evening consultation 
(only one went on till 7pm) meant that many people were unable to attend. So far as I was aware, 
none of the comments I made at the time were in any way recorded. 
 
3. What are your priorities and how are these weighted in respect of each other? Of your 4 stated 
objectives, it seems that only objective 3 is likely to be served.  
 
4. Q1 is impossible to answer, given that the scheme may be considered likely to achieve 
one/some objectives but not others, or achieve one/some at the expense of others. The results are 
therefore, in my view, meaningless.  Each aim should have been evaluated separately. 
 
5. The centre of Holmfirth is the road past the church and Hollowgate: this, and the cobbled streets 
behind the chuch, are what visitors come for and what give the village its character. Turning this 
area into a throughway for heavy vehicles will  have a very negative impact on the town.  
 
6. Will local businesses be compensated for loss of business?  If, for example, businesses, 
especially those currently on Hollowgate, lose business to the extent that they have to cease 
trading, Holmfirth will no longer act a tourist attraction, and it is doubtful whether it would ever be 
able to regain its former position, once lost. 
 
7. Improving traffic flow is also highly likely to increase traffic flow.  Do you have any reasons to 
suggest that this might not happen? 
  
8. Loss of the market hall would be short-sighted.  Holmfirth is currently a very vibrant place to live 
but is short of public amenities.  With the inevitable population increase from numerous new 
housing developments, it will need even more. I understand that the market has been deliberately 
run down over the last couple of years. However, the hall serves as an important venue for events 
which cannot be accommodated elsewhere.  The current festivals are a major source of business 
and income for the town. 
 
9. Has a park and ride scheme been considered? 
 
10. If there has been any consultation with road hauliers, can the results be made public? 
 
11. What were the main drivers behind the scheme - pressure from residents, local businesses, 
commuters, road hauliers....? Again, information would greatly aid people in being able to give 
informed comments. 
 
12. Consultation prior to this stage would have been more efficient. 
 
13. How can you persuade us that this is not merely a cosmetic exercise designed merely to fulfill a 
legal obligation to consult? 

Mini roundabout at hollowgate, Victoria, towgate and dunford might help. 

Please do not destroy the market hall, I use it every week , it needs development not knocking 
down. It could become a thriving feature of this lovely town once again. 

The proposal for Hollowgate is just not thought through, have the people who came up with this 
plan ever spent any time in Holmfirth?  Hollowgate is not suitable for an increase in traffic, I need to 
come down  Rocher from my house it would be in passable with the proposed plan. I see in the 
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model there don't show any cars coming down!I not sure how would the school traffic work. Go 
back to the drawing board and think again. 

Remove parking spaces on Victoria 

The development doesn’t put pedestrians first. 
It puts traffic before anything else. 
It would make my children’s walk to school at Holmfirth junior and infant school very dangerous. 

I realise that road improvement schemes are expensive but this one will attract even more HGVs to 
travel through the town and stop all our visitors.....things such as Folk and Food festivals will 
become marginalised  and the journey through Holmfirth for me will become no different after 
months of delays for roadworks....all for nothing!! 

It would be dreadful of the council to send all this money on a scheme that may not improve the 
perceived traffic flow problem in Holmfirth. I live up dunford road and drive into the centre from 
dunford road every day and back again. I have ticked neutral as at times my experience is fine and 
at other times I have to wait a while. The problem is the two pedestrian crossings. Most people 
coming down dunford road want to turn left on hollowgate to get out of Holmfirth to the west or right 
on station road to get out of Holmfirth to the east. The thing usually stopping traffic moving forwards 
on a Saturday morning is the constant stop of the flow of traffic on Victoria road/station road by the 
two pedestrian crossings very close together near the bottom of dunford road at what is already a 
complex and busy junction area. Rather than ruin the historic heart of Holmfirth by building another 
road (!) and a bridge and removing historic buildings why don’t you try a few free/very cheap things 
first such as stop right turn out of hollowgate, remove one or both pedestrian crossings at the 
bottom of dunford road (there is another one at the lights at the north end of Victoria road-do we 
really need three?). It will be very disappointing if this huge sum of money is spent causing massive 
disruption for potentially no benefit if these small things are not tried first 

This scheme is designed to create thoroughfare for Holmfirth making it easier for traffic across the 
Pennines.    Not aware of any HGV restrictions of speed cameras.   You not taken into 
consideration residents whose drive access is on to Huddersfield Road.   Hollowgate proposals are 
too severe and also don't take into consideration access to the school as am sure you haven't 
budgeted for any assistance for crossing road at school times. 

Problems are not major and could be resolved more simply and efficiently, e.g. investing in better 
more sophisticated traffic light synchronisation, banning parking on Victoria St, making pedestrian 
crossing on Victoria St traffic light controlled and synchronised with other traffic lights, banning 
loading near junction at rush hours, moving bus stop outside Oxfam into lay by etc. 

The traffic lights at the junction of Huddersfield Road and Victoria street seem to cause most of the 
tailbacks. When they are not functioning, traffic runs more smoothly. HGVs trying to use Hollowgate 
frequently get stuck at the bridge. The junction of Dumford Road can be dangerous and the 
position of the two zebra crossings are too close to the junction for both pedestrian safety and 
traffic flow. 

Hollowgate is not wide enough for the proposed scheme. It wod pose a danger to pedestrians to 
divert heavy traffic down the road. 

most disruption occurs when an accident occurs on the woodhead pass, maybe money would be 
better spent helping to improve that road 

I would like to reduce the number of cars on the road by making public transport free and making it 
difficult for parents to take children to school by car by making residents only parking on roads near 
schools and stopping parents dropping children off at the school gate .  
Remove the zebra crossing at the picture bridge and the bottom of Dunford road and put a new one 
opposite the bus station.  
Pedestrianise hollow gate and have key operated bollards to allow access for residents and 
business .  
Make more resident only parking on Dunford road .  

I believe the proposed developments could lead to a more dangerous experience for both 
pedestrians and cyclists. The crossing to Rotcher Road is used by many school children to access 
Holmfirth Infnats and Junior School and the proposed developments make this a much more 
dangerous crossing.  
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Small adjustments will be more effective and should be tried first, including doing something about 
cars that are parked where they shouldn’t be, such as on Victoria street and the bottom of Dunford 
Road, moving the pedestrian crossings and synchronising them with the lights, restrict lorry delivery 
times to businesses, and generally discourage large lorries with no business in the Holmfirth from 
area passing through the town.  

Making the roads easier to use will just encourage more vehicles to use them and result in more 
congestion, not less. Cars and lorries in particular should be discouraged.  

Victoria st parking causes congestion because large vehicles cannot pass. 

the problem starts outside of holmfirth, (the woodhead pass) when there has been accidents which 
occurs very frequently 

Loss of potential community facilities in the market hall and Hollowgate (frequently closed off to 
hold festivals and other events); destruction and damage to characterful buildings in conservation 
zone; increased danger for pedestrians, in particular access to Nabb Junior School from 
Hollowgate/Rotcher junction. 

Ban big artic lorries using Holmfirth as a short cut from M1 to M62 
 
Phasing of traffic lights appalling. Traffic flows better when they are broken.  

I don’t think the plans will help, only allow more congestion. Holmfirth is a lovely market town. Don’t 
destroy it please  

I have emailed comments to Kirklees  
Dunford Road is an issue 
The roundabout suggested how could this cope with HGVs I cannot see the space for it all 
How many businesses will suffer during and then how many will need to close ? 
The festivals we hold on hollowgate will be lost and we generate a good income from these 
Taxi drivers are not obedient they are a menace up Dunford road and along hollowgate and 
Victoria street on an evening and at weekends 

Try to reduce traffic flow through Holmfirth by as many means as possible. I think the proposed 
scheme would increase traffic throughflow, speed and accidents involving pedestrians. 

Consider the safety of pedestrians in the Town. eg Hollowgate where the road and pavement are 
narrow.  Making Holmfirth a passing town rather a market town by building a roundabout where the 
Market Hall is. Damage to business incomes.  

The taking away of parking on Victoria street. Local residents and business owners frequently visit 
the town centre to go to the bank and without short stay parking this would drive people out of 
using the banks and local businesses.  

Parked cars are one of the main inhibitors of traffic flow on the roads into and out of Holmfirth. To 
address this problem regulations are required covering the 400 metres from Holmfirth centre in all 
directions.  E.g. Parking should only be allowed on one side of the road, delivery vehicles should 
only be permitted during certain hours, e.g. 6.30pm to 8am. The regulations should be enforced by 
cameras and automatic issue of penalties.  

The proposed changes to the main thoroughfares in Holmfirth are too drastic and probably 
counterproductive.  The effects on Hollowgate will be disastrous for the shops and businesses.  It 
would encourage more, heavier traffic to use this access through the town.   The proposed 
changes to Victoria Street will be confusing and could result in traffic infringements though 
deliberate or accidental ignoring of instructions. 

Look at the location of pedestrian zebra crossings and the phasing of the traffic lights, often traffic 
can be held by pedestrians at the two zebra crossings. They also make it difficult to emerge from 
Dunford Road. At least one could be removed or perhaps additional signal controlled crossings that 
work together with the main traffic lights. Even traffic lights at the dun ford road junction could help 
without changing the character of the town centre.  

Todays accident on Woodhead pass (05/04) proves why this scheme should not happen. The 
increased traffic caused would be the same day in day out 
Seriously bad idea 

Pedestrians need wider and safer paths down Victoria Street. Particularly wheelchair users and 
prams/pushchairs 
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Traffic flow is always better when the traffic lights do not work! Turn them off or look at better traffic 
managed flow.  Some days I can travel straight through and other times I can be queuing? What 
are the reasons? Can this be investigated? 
The 2 pedestrian crossings within a few yards of each other at the bottom of Victoria street are not 
feasible.  The one by the butchers/forget me not charity shop is the one that causes traffic 
congestion for those turning from the A624 down Victoria Street,  as pedestrians  cross as they 
arrive, backing up traffic turning both left and right into Victoria Street.  Just have one crossing by 
Kaye's Ironmongers. Make it a pelican crossing, so pedestrians have to wait.   

The issue is the traffic lights and large lorries.  
 
I’d replace the traffic lights on Victoria Street with a mini roundabout to sort out traffic flow.  
 
Ban large vehicles that aren’t local traffic, but are using Holmfirth as a way to get over to 
Manchester. It is not appropriate for HGVs to be going through the centre of Holmfirth.  

Free central short stay parking required to ensure business survival. 
Exiting Nabb Lane into one way traffic coming off mini roundabout will be harder - esp for school 
children. 
Hollowgate businesses will see reduced footfall during construction period. Will they survive? 
The town will become a big circular route taking residents and visitors away from Holmfirth centre. 
Congestion could be reduced by looking at parking regulations (and enforcing them) and doing a 
flow survey to ensure traffic lights are correctly timed and at the impact of the 2 zebra crossings. 
It is hard enough to turn right from Hollowgate onto Woodhead Road at present - going up Victoria 
Street and having traffic lights does make it easier. If all traffic is going on Hollowgate then turing 
right will become even harder with potential queues back up to the proposed mini roundabout. 

I can’t see how Hollowgate new bridge road will cope with heavy traffic! 

There is major congestion and to meet the climate emergency, it requires that the number of cars 
are cut and the plans should do this and expand the scope for bikes, busses and walking. 
 
the plan is clearly anti-the environment. 

Gridlock is going to be more widespread - Victoria Street, the new road off Hollowgate, and 
Hollowgate itself.  Pedestrians needs will be secondary to vehicles. The centre of the town will be 
detrimentally affected by the roundabout in the centre.  It will lots se its special character and 
shoppers and visitors will be deterred. 
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The plans don't give enough detail or information for an informed judgement over whether they'll 
make a more attractive environment.  I think the town centre is already visually attractive and I am 
sure there is hard evidence that most residents/business owners agree (eg from recent parish 
council surveys etc) - so I think it is a risk and also a waste of money to try to make it more 
attractive. 
 
I have not done the traffic surveys you've done but I have never known any problems with traffic 
congestion, certainly not that warrant changes on the scale proposed.  Yes there are occasionally 
delays and queues but never in my experience more than a few minutes.  I would prefer the 
council's and WYCA's capital budgets to be spent on encouraging sustainable public transport, 
walking, and/or cycling as alternatives to car use. 
 
Also even if there were congestion I don't see how your proposals would improve it.  You have not, 
that I can see, provided any detail on your traffic modelling i.e. how much would journey times 
actually improve under your plans and your assumptions about increase in road use etc.  It would 
be useful I think for taxpayers to see how much time/money is actually saved compared with the 
expenditure. 
 
One of your aims is "create better access for local residents, workers and business owners" - I am 
not a business owner but I know several who are extremely concerned that the proposal will make 
access to their business much more difficult for their customers and clients.  It is my understanding 
that many local businesses, particularly the shops on Hollowgate, rely on the short-stay parking 
bays for people to park for a few minutes while they run a few errands.  I know parents at Holmfirth 
Junior and Infant School are concerned about the impact the traffic restrictions at the bottom of 
Rotcher Road will have on safe access to and from the school during the school run, both by car 
and on foot.  I also believe that the lack of access under your proposal could lead to the closure of 
the only bank that still has a Holmfirth branch. 
 
On the face of it I am opposed to the proposal based on the information that's been made 
available.  It looks like a poor solution to a problem that does not exist so I would prefer the "do 
nothing" option.  I can however see how the proposal might go some way towards achieving its 
goals, but not enough information has been given to make this judgement.  I would like to have 
been given an opportunity to fully assess and analyse the proposal. 
 
I think the proposal lacks: 
 
1. full costings 
2. traffic impact analysis including 
a. what is the problem at the moment 
b. what is predicted increase in journey times/cost under "do nothing"  
c. to what extent will the proposal alleviate congestion - including offsetting effect of any new traffic 
drawn in by supposedly clearer roads, attractive environment etc 
3. an honest cost-benefit analysis of the proposal broken down by stakeholder groups 
4. detailed sketches or even descriptions of how the proposal will make a "more attractive 
environment" 

Traffic needs other routes from 
New Mill 
Town to Upperthong/Holmbridge 
Limit HGV to Huddersfield Road  
When small changes have been tried then consider the changes to a beautiful valley village as a 
LAST resort 
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The scheme effectively destroys the town centre, by dividing it into two parts. The environment 
would become less attractive. Public spaces are being sacrificed with more area going under 
tarmac. There is no information on compensation for business disruption or closure. 
This plan is all about making Holmfirth into a hell hole. Kirkless keeps doing its best to destroy the 
area by promoting housing estates in inaccessible locations. Now the plan seems to be to flatten 
the town itself and turn it into a motorway, with all the cars, pollution, noise that comes with it.  
I remember that the traffic lights were installed to help pedestrians cross the roads. Perhaps it's 
time to look at whether they could be removed . One of the big causes of congestion is when the 
sensors on the lights stop working correctly and do strange things such as only let 6 cars go at a 
time. This happens a lot when a vehicle is parked at Andrew's greengrocers.  

Under this plan Hollowgate will become a busy main road, no longer suitable for pedestrians or 
local events. It will create a busy junction at the bottom of Rotcher, which will endanger children 
from  schools. Another new, busy junction over the proposed bridge to Huddersfield Road will spoil 
the character of that area, both during construction and afterwards. The library and nearby shops 
on the north side of Huddersfield Road would be cut off from the town by such a major road 
network. 
Please consider bus routes. At present, most buses travel twice along Victoria Street in and out of 
the bus station. Some routes could stay on the Huddersfield Road side of town, and perhaps a new 
terminus  could be created on Market street in the Co-op car park from where passengers can 
easily walk along the riverside path to the town centre. 

The scheme you favour is completely excessive and does not resolve the route cause of 
occasional delays at the Victoria Street/Woodhead Rd/Huddersfield Rd junction. The lights are 
badly sequenced in relation to pedestrian crossings. The pedestrians are often held too long and 
cross when there’s a gap in traffic leaving cars waiting at an empty crossing. The light towards the 
junction from Huddersfield often only lets 3 cars through at a time. The zebra crossings at the 
bridge and opposite Kayes are dangerously located with cars almost on the crossing before 
pedestrians can be seen. Cars waiting at the zebra crossings cause cars to back up on to the 
Victoria street lights stopping them working properly. Cars stopped at the zebra crossings also 
cause the yellow box to be breached but there is often nowhere else to go. Parked vehicles on 
Victoria Street are not a problem in themselves, but a car trying to parallel park can take ages and 
again stops the lights from controlling the junction effectively. These are all common irritations, but 
it is rare for things to completely grind to a halt. Usually you get through the lights in 3 cycles.  
The proposals offer no solution to the problems, just move the problem to a new section of road. 
No effort is made to reduce car numbers - you have only looked at journey times which is 
inconsequential.  

I would like you to consider a lower cost option of trying a mini roundabout instead of the traffic 
lights on Victoria Street / A6024. 
Alternatively. changing the timings on the traffic lights, since Victoria Street suffers from a 
disproportionate flow of traffic compared to the flow along the A6024 in both directions. Is this 
because they are on a sensor flow? If so, is there a problem with illegally parked vehicles confusing 
the timing somewhere? 
I would also like you to consider keeping the market as it is. It is an important part of the integrity 
and character of the town. If you are concerned about the financial viability of the building, then 
consider opening it up for multi - functional use on days when there is no market. i.e. children`s 
activities, junior sport use, craft activities, senior citizens clubs and societies, craft workshops, 
festival activities, etc. All will contribute extra income for the council.  
I feel it is totally irresponsible and appalling that the council to wants to remove the market building 
and then totally wash their hands of passing on the responsibility for finding another venue to 
others.  

The traffic from greenfield road contributes  

Moving the parking from Victoria Street. Traffic light changes more frequent. Move crossing at 
Victoria Street bottom. 

Hollowgate won’t cope with the traffic to and from Manchester. It will shut business down as they’re 
will be no where to park or safe to walk to shops with great thundering trucks plundering through 
damaging the road and bridge. Needs no parking the main roads but more car parking provided. 
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I think that the preferred 
option is unnecessary and will spoil the appearance of the town centre. This is the town centre that 
visitors come to see. I do not feel it will achieve the aim of cutting congestion and/or result in 
shorter journey times. If this preferred option goes ahead there will be no going back (if it does not 
achieve its aims) and the existing town centre and it’s charm will be lost forever. 

Taxis need moving and not parking on Victoria Street/ outside Barclays .no parking on Victoria 
Street.move crossing to hollowgate gate side or a flashing crossing. 

Scrap your existing plans 
Create more disabled parking 
Free park and ride for people working in Holmfirth as an alternative to free on road parking  
Double yellow lines on both sides of the road at the bottom of Dunford Rd and on one side of the 
road until at least 218 so buses and large trucks don't get stuck 
Provide residents and business owners with free parking permits higher up Dunford Rd 
Widen the road at the junction of Bridge Lane and Station Road so this could be an alternative 
route to the link road you are proposing 
Ban trucks over a certain size from using Dunford  Rd and travelling through Holmfirth the roads 
are too narrow - they need to use the M1 and M62 - access only to vehicles over a certain size. 
(These suggestions have been put together very quickly as I have only just found out about the 
consultation.) 
 
I travel into Holmfirth from the south down Dunford Road and park in my private parking space on 
Dunford Rd, I do not go past the electronic sign that you had up.  I have just received a letter at one 
of my properties, not my correspondence address, it was only when I was in the hardware shop 
complaining that they mentioned the electronic sign.  All of the customers and the staff in the shop 
today said they have not spoken to anyone who is in agreement with your plans, nor who thinks 
that they will help prevent congestion like today's. A very large truck was going down Dunford Road 
causing the traffic to back up past the junction with Upper  Bank End Road. 
 
Put traffic lights at the bottom of Dunford Road so that traffic can turn right there. 
Put in a pedestrian crossing at the bottom of Daisy Lane. 
 
Maybe look at putting in another route from Greenfield Road south to Law Common Road - making 
the existing road wider and taking out some of the hairpin bends, there is room there, rather than a 
link road in the centre of Holmfirth, where is this supposed to go through the carpark opposite the 
library, taking out more parking? 
Rather than increase the size of the pavements, there is little footfall in Holmfirth now, reduce the 
size of the pavement on Town Gate outside the church and the Hardware shop and make two 
lanes there so that traffic turning left up Dunford Road can get by on the inside rather than sit 
behind fhe traffic waiting in the traffic light back up. 

Major problem with traffic is caused by large lorries using Holmfirth. 
A restriction on size and weight of lorries would reduce through traffic. Current plan would  cause 
pedestrian safety issues on Hollowgate and split the town causing major disruption to businesses 

Consult properly only just discovered this supposed consultation and insufficient time to contribute  

There is no data in the plans provided to the public to show what 'congestion' was picked up in 
traffic monitoring so it is very difficult to work out what problem is proposed to be solved. As a 
resident I have never had to wait more than one cycle at the Victoria Street lights so I have never 
experienced what I would consider to be congestion. It is called 'Holmfirth Town Centre Access 
Plan' but from what I can see it is about getting vehicles through the town and out of it (the survey 
questions only ask about travelling through the town, not into town) and not at all about how visitors 
or residents might better access the town centre. 

Don't think your proposals will help at all 
Can think of lots of alternatives that will help far more, if only I had been consulted 

Listen to views and then propose rather than decide what you want to do then ask for opinions. 

The  proposed changes would lose the Market Hall 
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There is no need to widen the footpaths, outside the hardware shop they could be narrowed 
Another pedestrian crossing near Harvey's on Town Gate would be useful 
More handrails up the steep section of Daisy Lane by Towd' Towser and one from Daisy Lane up 
to St Anne's Square would be helpful 
Cleaning the cobblestones to make them less slippy would be helpful, instead of relying on 
volunteers 

As a local holmfirth town centre works well.umtil motorways surrounding are closed 

What's the point already been decided and will happen 

Please consider less invasive options such as changing the timing of the lights, ill considered 
parking on Victoria Street and Dunford Road. And a change in the placement of the zebra 
crossings 

I travel through Holmfirth at different times of day and there are only certain times when traffic has 
to wait. It,s not just volume of traffic though. Delivery vans often block traffic coming up to the traffic 
lights. people using the zebra crossings hold up traffic because they cross randomly in ones and 
twos. People parking on Victoria Street hold up traffic. Large articulated lorrys slow down traffic as 
they negotiate the narrow streets an sharp bends.  

Bypass for wagons ect above hade edge  

Better scheme that addresses traffic congestion by diverting through traffic over northern river 
crossing bypass and pedestrianises town centre  for better access for locals, walkers and cyclists 

Install Number plate recognition cameras at strategic points to create a congestion zone. Local 
residents with permission could be easily be segregated from  the traffic  using the town centre. 
If the charge were high enough it would cover operating costs and contribute any surplus to local 
improvements. 

I would like you to work with Holmfirth Transition Town on their excellent proposal which develops 
the town’s future and preserves its character based on our values and respecting the climate 
concerns that we all now have, including the council in its recent declaration to  ‘Consider 
environmental impact as part of any new policy’. I fully back their proposal for a pedestrianised 
Victoria street and the rerouting of through traffic to the NE of the town.  Work with us as we have a 
lot of talent and experience that can partner with Kirklees to give a model for future town planning 
and will ensure a positive legacy for the council and its members. 

Completely missing the point and not focusing on the wider issues. Focused only on traffic flow and 
no ref to cyclists 

Start with a phase to eliminate all parking except in car parks. Double yellow all roads as frommy 
experience the congestion is caused by parked cars creating bottleneck situations. 

In my opinion the proposed plans will be a danger to school children in the mornings. Using 
hollowgate is not suitable due to the semi pedestrian nature of the road, it is a useful resource for 
events such as the food festival. 
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Your questions on the previous page do not take account of difference in traffic volume during the 
day, and the inconvenience they cause: it is not possible to give a single overall answer.  That said, 
yes, at peak times, through-traffic is a major problem, albeit for short periods.  It is also an 
increasing problem for residents, not least given the massive increase in residential development 
over the past 30 years, which has taken no account of road structure and usage in a terrain which 
limits road development.   
 
My main objections are three-fold: 
 
(i) The proposed scheme will only have limited impact on traffic queues.  The need for one, or more 
probably two, sets of traffic lights on the Huddersfield Road, will reduce waiting-times a bit.  
However, traffic volume only increases over time and it will not be long before queues reach the 
same length as currently.  Has your modelling taken account of changes in queue length over the 
past 20 and 10 years?  Question 1: based on current trends, how long will it be until we are back to 
2019 traffic flow problems?   
 
2. The disruption to local businesses will not be limited to the short-term period of roadworks.  In 
addition to the impact on those local businesses that will need to close permanently, there will be a 
serious impact on other businesses that will be difficult to access. Shoppers will not want to head 
for additional traffic disruption and an unpleasant shopping environment for a prolonged length of 
time.  Once alternative shopping opportunities are found, shoppers will not easily revert to using 
facilities in Holmfirth - not least given the increased amount of traffic that this scheme will actively 
encourage.  Since businesses in Holmfirth are largely small-scale, the short-term impact could 
easily lead to unprofitability, from which several may never recover.  Question 2: have you 
modelled the economic impact on Holmfirth of the proposed scheme, both in the short and longer 
term? 
 
(iii) The primary focus of the scheme is on through-traffic.  Yes, the plan does refer to 
improvements for Holmfirth itself but the main focus is on through-traffic: the plan is not built around 
a central concept of enhancing the value of Holmfirth for its residents or visitors.  The through-traffic 
is made up largely of private cars but increasingly of HGVs.  If the plan does succeed in improving 
flow in the short term, the roads will inevitably attract more traffic, including HGVs, which are not 
suitable in large numbers even for the major roads in the area.  That is soon likely to negate 
whatever short-term traffic-flow advantages may arise.  Given the continuing increase in through-
traffic, any scheme must be considered as part of a wider plan for cross-Pennine traffic, including 
the Woodhead Pass and M62.  (The A62 to the west of Huddersfield provides an example of how 
speed restrictions and enforcement help to reduce both speed and flow.)  Question 1: In what ways 
has your modelling taken account of wider cross-Pennine road planning and development, in order 
to identify ways of reducing traffic through Holmfirth?  Concerns need to be fed into current 
discussions about the Woodhead Pass, in particular.  

Bikes, pedestrians, climate change, character and beauty of the town, festivals - none of these 
have been considered. We all know should be discouraging motor vehicle use not encouraging it. 
This scheme is like something someone would have proposed 40 yrs ago (maybe about the time 
the council was destroying Berry Brow with those  flats). It's wrong on so many levels. I'm Just 
curious what is the average age and fitness level of those who have thought up the council's plans?  

Parking on major approach roads is a big part of the problem. Only lets single file traffic past. 
Example: Dunford Road and New Mill Road. The proposed scheme does not address this problem. 
The junction between Greenfield Road and Woodhead Road has the wrong priority with the busier 
Greenfield Road giving way. The proposed scheme does not deal with this. 
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I believe the proposed scheme will create a heavier, more dangerous flow of traffic in the town 
centre. The results of this will create more RTIs particularly with involving pedestrians. I will also 
ruin the character of the town centre making it an unpleasant and unattractive place for visitors, 
residents and school, children therefor having a negative impact on commerce, tourism and the 
community. 
 
There are many ‘pinch points’ in Holmfirth centre. I believe traffic flow can be better addressed 
outside of the town centre itself. Have you not considered minimising vehicle size to come down 
Dunford Road (only allowing access to delivery vehicles of businesses there e.g. Holmfirth Dyers) 
Thus reducing heavy vehicular traffic in to the centre. Then looking at building a link road between 
Huddersfield Rd and Sheffield Rd in the vicinity of the new Aldi supermarket? This would allow 
traffic to flow past Holmfirth centre and divert heavy flow to an area with wider roads, plenty of 
space for a new junction (even a roundabout?) Vehicles coming from Penistone/Sheffield would 
use Sheffield Road then switch to Huddersfield Road to travel through to Manchester/Oldham 
direction more freely. Station Road, Victoria Street, Hollowgate would all see less ‘inner town 
centre’ traffic as a result!  

It is vital that articulated lorries should be stopped from using Holmfirth town centre. The town 
centre is not suitable for the size of these vehicles. It is likely that the new traffic scheme will 
encourage more of these vehicles that come down Dunford Road and through the town centre to 
the A635 towards Manchester. 

A major facility in Holmfirth is the market hall. The proposals seem more designed to get rid of the 
market hall and thereby a management issue for Kirklees. The market hall should not be lost to the 
community by a scheme of no real benefits . If there is a new bridge it should go through the car 
park next to the market hall. 

Both “Preffered Options “ will in my opinion negitavely impact on the character of our unique town . 
The proposed  layout convert the heart of the town into a huge roundabout placing existing 
properties within the system on an island . It is my view that the majority of congestion issues are 
due to the town being used as a cut through when issues occur on the woodhead road . If 
restrictions are applied requiring for HGV vehicles to follow alternative more suitable routes on 
those occasions traffic flows can be managed to more acceptable levels on such occasion . Do not 
carve the town up to create a huge uneccessary road system and ruin the integrity of our fantastic 
town .  

Only advantage is to lorries, no improvement at all for visitors and residents. Large lorries should 
not be allowed through. Bottom of road will become very different for school traffic. Atmosphere of 
Holmfirth ruined by large roads.  

A- the proposal is to treat the symptom not the cause, namely the use by long/heavy vehicles using 
Holmfirth as a route to Manchester/North West. These vehicles should be prohibited. 
B - Also, the proposal will not reduce traffic, merely give it additional delay. 
C - This is needless vandalism to Holmfirth town centre 

Not safe for children to cross from Kotcher into the town. No allowance has been made for 
Holmfirth junior and infant school children for walking safely to school. Not carbon friendly - biased 
towards car users. 

Access up Rotcher Road from the main road I think would be dangerous for both drivers and 
pedestrians, with traffic coming off/round the proposed roundabouts 

I have lived in Holmfirth 48 years and worked at a local school. I can see no benefits to your 
proposal.  
- issues for children getting to school 
- problems for traffic going to school 
- folk and food festivals not being able to take place which are a highlight to local people 

It is going to be very difficult to cross the road, especially with children. ALL traffic will be travelling 
along one road which seems to be creating another problem, school traffic coming down Cartworth 
Road (Rotcher Road) will not be able to get out of the junction. 

Access to and from Holmfirth Junior & Infant school at the top of Rotcher Toad will be very difficult 
to get to and from 

Think about residents not traffic passing through, we live here. 
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Moving traffic from one place to another it's a no brainer 

Changes would not affect flow on A6024 

What about travelling into Holmfirth rather than travelling through?! I shop there - there will be less 
no pay parking facilities. 
A bit of a useless questionnaire really - please get your act together with these things. 

Main concerns are: access from Rotcher road/ into Hollowgate particularly at school leaving times. 
Width of pavement on Hollowgate now is not wide enough for two people to pass this will be an 
even greater hazard if used by buses and HFV vehicles. Buses bound for Huddersfield having to 
make right hand turn into Huddersfield Road from new link road. 

Your proposal will create a less attractive environment an inappropriate means of easing any 
congestion and debatable as to improvements in efficiency and journey time plus no better access 
for useful residents etc. 

Holmfirth is an old town and does not lend itself to modern day traffic. These proposals would 
demolish our market town hall (where are you going to put another)which will endanger other 
independent shops. It would endanger the lives of children and parents coming down from the 
school and having to cross a road where heavy traffic is channelled.  

It makes no attempt to address the problem of large lorries causing blockages to Dunford Road, the 
A635 (Newmill - Holmfirth) and any junctions (current or proposed). Very bad congestion is 
occasional.  

I fail to see how Hollowgate could be used by big lorries without massive demolition of the lovely 
small shops. Only yesterday two big lorries were parked in Hollowgate and it was tricky getting my 
car out from a legal parking space.  

These new proposals seem to be concentrating on traffic rather than people cutting off the centre of 
Holmfirth. Holmfirth is buzzing when a festival (food, arts, film) is taking place, this would be such a 
shame for Homfirth 

Why limit the roads to one route, surely having different options of routes taken are better. 

I think the proposed changes will create chaos/more problems than solutions. During construction 
as well as once in place. We do not want our town changing just for the sake of cars and lorries 
and the pollution they bring - start to think about health of the community - forget traffic easing.  

Hollowgate - will be ruined as it old and has interesting buildings in it. It is often closer for street 
markets, food, cycling, beer festival. What will happen to these? 
Exiting Rotcher Road in general will be very difficult with more traffic on there, which will only 
become worse. Also frequently children are crossing their way up Rotcher Road to school. It wont 
improve congestion! 

Badly thought through! Bad for access to Rotcher Road - busy school road. Will make Holmfirth 
into a road junction and spoil Hollowgate. Congestion no worse than most places. Scandalous 
waste of public money all round very poorly constructed survey. 

Those drawing up the plan seem not to have visited the town. Turning traffic going through (from 
the direction of Honley) left into Victoria Street will clog the system. Articulated lorries turning left off 
Dunford Road onto Hollowgate then right, then left or right will be a nightmare. 

I fail to see how the proposals will actually relieve congestion to any great effect. 

Hollowgate is not capable of improvement due to width. If large vehicles are diverted through it will 
pose risk. 

I think the improvement plan takes too narrow a view of the area and does not consider how to 
widely divert traffic away from the centre (Rotcher, Victoria Street and Hollowgate). The suggested 
plan will improve traffic flow but at the risk of inviting more traffic to use as a cut through for 
Sheffield to Manchester. 

I am concerned that the focus of these improvements is to increase traffic flow at the expense of 
Holmfirth's character and charm. The plans look they have been designed by someone who has 
never visited the area. Smaller changes could be made without spending £4.8 million.  

I disagree with your views for the following reasons: 
- people are used to Holmfirth as it is, and may be less attracted to it if it changes 
- the marketplace could be better but it is a hub of activity, therefore I see no need to knock it down, 
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To me the proposals are a 20th century response , we need a 21st century solution.Its well 
documented that improving traffic flow simply increases traffic. Holmfirth needs a reduction in 
heavy lorries traffic to retain its character and make it a good place to live and visit. The so called 
congestion is no worse than any town and limited to certain times of day. Some of this is attributed 
to the number of large trucks, which should be using other routes, 

1. Hollowgate is an unacceptable route for HGV including buses 
2. The amount of traffic using Hollowgate will block an exit from Rotcher - ' a walk to school route' - 
where will children cross? 
3. Traffic will become blocked by traffic turning right onto Woodhead Road - this will cause back 
ups onto Greenfield Road 

I would suggest using the opportunity to improve the road layout to work in partnership with the 
town to create a more ambitious plan that would improve our town for the coming generations not 
just traffic. 

I am concerned that the proposed changes will attract more through traffic to the detriment of local 
businesses, pedestrians and cyclists. In particular Hollowgate will become a busy main road. the 
heart will be ripped out from Holmfirth and its character will be lost. 

I don't think any of the 'proposed improvements' would be beneficial to Holmfirth! It would destroy 
the character of the town, especially Hollowgate If a bypass is needed, I don't agree that it should 
go through the town centre - perhaps heavy good lorries should be banned going through the 
centre. 

I believe that the proposals will merely move the congestion and cause two busy junctions apart 
from the loss of amenities and ruining the town centre particularly Hollowgate 

The congestion in Holmfirth is only occasionally a problem. The proposal would not solve this 
problem and would create other difficulties. Spoiling the historic buildings and atmosphere on 
Hollowgate would be tragic. Whilst doubling that the scheme would improve traffic flow - if traffic 
could go quickly through Holmfirth it would only attract more through traffic which would be of no 
benefit to businesses or residents of Holmfirth 

Hollowgate is a useful resource  for events in Holmfirth also too narrow 
A one way flow using a bridge to the north of the centre would work better 

I like the market stalls, where will their new home be? 

I'm afraid that quite naturally the more you try to improve conditions for traffic, the more traffic you'll 
get! I'm afriad that it will spoil what we already have as a town centre 

As a frequent pedetrian I would like to think that safety and ease of crossing places and traffic lights 
wee to be placed with shoppers in mind as well as traffic flow 

A reasonable proposal, but 
a - consider removal of Victoria Street zebra crossing 
b - consider 'no loading' on Huddersfield Road 0800-1900 particularly from Sainsburys (loading 
area)/chemist to new junction on Victoria Street, Hollowgate and New Road woodhead road 
c - needs arranging to (....) ravensthorpe gyratory perpetual queues problem 

Holmfirth is a piece of cake after London 
- using a sledgehammer to crack a nut 
- will large vehicles be able to get up the road with ease 

I have concerns about the width of Hollowgate to get to the new bridge without demolishing one or 
two buildings. 

Hollowgate is a historical part of Holmfirth and a reason people visit the area. Redevelopment 
would ruin the area 
the market has been run down, it could be a focal point, where is it going to be re sited? 
Rethink the assumption that cars cause the problem - its people. Restrict car parking/access. 
Pedestrian access is much reduced. There will be more dashing across the road in habitual places. 

Holmfirth doesn't need new roads, it just needs better consideration given to traffic flow and 
crossings 

School time is difficult and dangerous (Rotcher, Dunford Road). Parked cars in Victoria Street a 
problem - lorries, buses find it difficult. 
Narrowness of roads (Hollowgate and Huddersfield Rd by Woollen Mill, Market dangerous. 
You will destroy Holmfirth with these proposals. 
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Believe it will improve traffic flow but not as sure that conditions for pedestrians will be better in all 
areas.  Hollowgate, near to Rotcher and the 3 riverside businesses would be more precarious for 
those on foot. 

Taking character away 

1. The preferred option fails to consider issues affecting the conservation area status, its 
accessibility for pedestrians, (especially along sections of Hollowgate where pavement is very 
narrow) and other transport options. 
2. The 'improvements' purely claim to deal with a period covering the local plan.  In 30 years time, 
the issue will be back to square one.  Without a doubt a further highway scheme involving 
demolition and attrition of the towns historic core.  

Hollowgate is too small a road to make 2 lanes one way. Emergency services will have a longer 
time to get to different areas in Holmfirth and up towards Holme Moss 

The only part of proposal I would agree with is a mini roundabout as all the other suggestions 
would destroy the ethos of the Holmfirth I was born in, making it difficult for the events here e.g folk 
festival, food and drink. The only answer is to move traffic away from Holmfirth rather than trying to 
speed it through. It's unfortunate when developing Crown Bottom a link road from New Mill Road 
wasn't built, purely, because it was a local idea, rather than a Kirklees diktat 

What provision is there to be to assist traffic turning right from the proposed new link road onto 
A6024 towards Huddersfield? - there could be problems if there is not provision! 

There will be even less parking in the town. People will not walk to shop when most of the shops 
consist of coffee and charity shops. I use the library, H/F pool and the bank and parking is a 
problem now. 

I use Rotcher Road regularly. Turning left onto what will be a busy main road will be difficult - 
especially with a Lane Rover and trailer! Then the right hand turn onto Huddersfield Road from the 
market bridge will be difficult too. Increased traffic on Hollowgate is going to make it harder for 
pedestrians, especially school children and people pushing prams up to school. 

It seems to be too radical to demolish the market. Hollowgate is already dangerous to walk along 
with too narrow a pavement. If the plan goes ahead the traffic speed should be 10mph and the 
pavement size increased 

It would be good to see bigger pedestrian areas including Victoria Street. I'm concerned about 
using Hollowgate as a main thoroughfare - it is a wonderful space for festivals when closed 
temporarily - it seems to me that you have a thankless task as many folk are certain what needs to 
be done - but propose contradictory schemes 

Holmfirth is a town which does not need modernising. Holmfirth has its own identity; it does not 
need to be updated by people who probably live outside the area; use the money elsewhere. Fill 
some pot holes! 

The Victoria Rd section seems over kill with infrastructure 

It will be absolute chaos whilst the work is being carried out, and event more if and when it is 
completed "a complete white elephant". The shops will suffer I am sure that our "Last of the 
summer wine" will no longer be a market town. Visitors will no longer come. What about the food 
fare and the folk weekend they always spill over into Hollowgate. My disabled badge allows me to 
park in Hollowgate where I do most of my shopping 

It will cause utter chaos. IT will add 5 or 10 minutes to journeys to Huddersfield at park times due to 
queuing traffic through Upper Bridge to get through the junction of Woodhead Road and Greenfield 
Road. The new road will take car parking away in the centre which is bad enough. Pavements are 
wide enough on Victoria Street but it does need the parking on Victoria Street taking away including 
disabled. 

Very hazardous for pedestrians, despite crossings, traffic coming from ll directions, Towngate, 
Dunford, Victoria and Hollogate. Hard decision. Roundabout or lights, latter would increase 
tailbacks (but stationary), roundabout will just increase impatient risk takers. 

This is a small market town. People live, work and use the centre for numerous functions.  This 
proposed road would destroy more of the centre making it a mass of roads i.e. tearing the heart out 
of the town. Agree Hollowgate should be ONE WAY but leave it as a quieter road which can be 
used for community events/festivals wich bring much needed money to local businesses etc. Can 
Hollowgate and its buildings cope with this proposed extra and frequently heavier traffic? 
Wrong decision to move pedestrian crossing outside Kayes on Towngate - crossing on Victoria 
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Street needs to go. Pelican crossings better situation. Is Kirklees using this proposal to rid itself of 
the market hall and its upkeep? This is used for community events as well as a market. 

It's hard to see change to the aesthetics of Holmfirth but I understand something needs to change! I 
am mostly concerned about the pedestrians on Hollowgate and children crossing to go to Holmfirth 
Infant Nursery and Junior School. 

I believe they are unnecessary and their is a great opportunity cost to Holmfirth. The main problem 
is the lack of parking and the crossings in the centre of Holmfirth, these only create traffic and as a 
result creates traffic. Therefore the proposal changes in my opinion will only defer traffic outside the 
centre of Holmfirth and not solve any problems. 

This would cause many problems for residents and visitors of Holmfirth not to mention local 
businesses. Cutting across what is a very historic village like Holmfirth would not achieve anything 
other than causing danger to pedestrians, increase in traffic on Hollowgate which would not cope 
and destroy local businesses. This is also an area which would put school children at risk at peak 
times should this go ahead. 

I don't think that the proposed new road would improve Holmfirth in any way. It would very 
unnaturally cut across this historic town causing an increase in traffic on Hollowgate which clearly is 
not wide enough to cope.  The centre would be less attractive for visitors  and the impact for 
pedestrians would be very negative - I feel particular concern for children going to NAB school 

This would increase the pressure on local residents and businesses alike, creating the same 
congestion at different points close to the village centre, The increased flow on Hollowgate would 
be an increased danger to children at school times, which is also the peak congestion for the centre 
of Holmfirth. The main two problems are uncontrolled pedestrian crossings in Victoria Square and 
not enough parking restrictions on both Hollowgate and Victoria Street 

The proposed improvements are not practical or sensible. To transfer onto Hollowgate is ridiculous. 
The vast number of heavy good vehicles will, I am certain cause structural damage to a beautiful 
area which plays such a big part in all the festivals and events that take place frequently. What 
about Rotcher, especially twice daily with the Nabs school, what will happen to all this traffic using it 
to go all directions through Holmfirth. I also feel it will harm traffic for the shops. 

This is a small town - proposal would carve centre up even more. Hollowgate and its buildings are 
part of our history. Hollowgate is used for festivals and other community events which brings 
money into our town. It is the one quietish backwater at other times. Can Hollowgate cope with the 
proposed volume of traffic? The local development plans emphasis is a) pedestrians b) cyclists and 
c) vehicles in that order. This proposal puts vehicles first. Moving one of pedestrian crossing points 
is a good idea, also making them pelican crossings. Low cost interventions should be sufficient, we 
live here and do not want another road spoiling the centre nor extra traffic if the proposal makes 
this a fast route that sat navs will direct vehicles to use. 

To implement the proposed 'improvement' to Holmfirth to Holmfirth town centre would completely 
destroy the ethos of the town. Ruin local businesses, especially on Hollowgate, by increasing traffic 
along what can effectively be a narrow side road., which is not and never can be suitable for heavy 
lorries, pantechnicians etc making it impossible for tourists and local pedestrians to walk in safely.  
We trust Kirklees council will listen to the residents of Holmfirth.  

I am appalled by your deceiving disregard for the safety and health of the significant number of 
children using Rotcher. The only access across from Holmfirth ... (illegible). 
All traffic travelling across would now come along Hollowgate there will be an increased volume of 
traffic.  

No lorries through Hollowgate . Remove one the crossings as this causes the problems and put the 
Lloyds one as a pelican in time with the lights. 

Months of traffic lights/roadworks & disruption for no benefit! 

Will cut the town in half, not keeping the centre as the hub of the area. Problems onto Hollowgate 
from Rotcher congestion at the end of Hollowgate, i.e. from Mill complex housing.  

Hollowgate is too small to take so much traffic. Did anyone visit Hollowgate before planning? You 
are going to destroy feel of the village by making into a giant roundabout. Put bridge outside of 
village and move traffic away 

All this plan is doing is encouraging more HGV's to come through Holmfirth. How are people going 
to be able to get out the bottom of Rotcher with the traffic flow, its just going to cause traffic build 
up. I have to get in and out by the cobblers. This is going to be virtually impossible.  
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Larger roads are not intrinsically attractive. I don't think congestion levels warrant the scale of the 
proposed buildings. Potential loss of space used for festivals would be of detriment to the economy 
(Hollowgate) 

I am very concerned that the history of Hollowgate will be lost if the road is widened.. If off road car 
parking is made available and one way traffic put into place it would alleviate a lot of congestion.  

Not liking lorries being directed through Hollowgate or crossing being moved. 

Putting a roundabout at the bottom of Dunford Road will send heavy traffic on to Hollowgate which 
is where the school children cross the road to go up Rotcher. This gives me great anxiety 
especially with the HGV's who have restricted visibility, this is a recipe for disaster. Holmfirth is a 
market town, this was take before and the co-op now sit where it used to be and now you're going 
to take it completely so we have a town known for its market. It will be a market town with no 
market totally ridiculous.  

Joining Huddersfield Road from Greenfield Road at busy times increases my journey times 

Too much traffic will always be a problem unless you build a bypass I don't think you will solve it. 

Too narrow focus only on the bottleneck just at the centre - need to look at the bigger picture and 
its causes. The preferred option wont solve the problem only re-arrange them (akin to deckchairs 
on Titanic) 

These plans do not take into consideration either the residents, businesses or visitors, all it does is 
supposed to get traffic through regardless of pedestrians. We live here not passing through and 
know the situation. Stop large HGVs coming through, stop parking on Victoria Street accept for 
deliveries at certain times and stop parking outside Barclays Bank then cars coming down Dunford 
Road have a clear run onto Hollowgate, allow taxis to park after 6.30pm. Even if we do get a bit of 
congestion it soon clears.  

Improvements to traffic speed is not required. Victoria Street and surrounding area 

Having lived and worked in Holmfirth for 20 years, I work as a school teacher and cannot see how 
these changes are considering the safety of pupils coming down Rotcher Road, and coming onto 
Hollowgate. I feel you are taking the 'heart' out of Holmfirth by stopping festivals/markets in the 
market hall and preventing Hollowgate being closed for Folk & Food festival 

Holmfirth is my destination, I do not travel through.  I am a teacher in Holmfirth. 
 
I am against the above proposal because it will  create worse access to Holmfirth in school by 
car/foot. It will also create difficulties in children getting to and from school and also for school trips 
when 30+ children are crossing the road at once. Coming onto Hollowgate from Rotcher is hard as 
it is, this will be increased by a roundabout. 

Hollowgate is totally unsuitable for buses & HGVs. The risk to pedestrians and students is 
substantial. HGV's turning left from Dunford Road will cut across the pavement  There is no 
provision for traffic lights out of the new bridge road. 

Station Road - towards new scheme - no right turn onto Bridge Lane/ road above car park on 
Station Road. Traffic flow would also be improved by making bridge lane one-way down i.e. left turn 
only form station road. 

As a resident of Holmfirth I see the problem as seasonal (hence neutral) and particularly prevalent 
as a result of the number of festivals, galas etc. That said, I see the problem as being less to do 
with the town centre and more to do with vehicles trying to leave the town via roads clogged up with 
parked vehicles on the side of the road. Difficult to get OUT of town.  

Victoria street loading bays will improve things, but preventing current illegal parking would do 
much the same. Preventing illegal parking at the bottom of Dunford Road on the corner will be 
essential. removal of central (illegible) out the bottom of Dunford Road and on Hollowgate would 
also ease congestion. 

However if you leave the zebra crossing at bottom of Victoria Street it wont work. We need a 
pelican crossing in sync with the one at the top of Victoria Street 

1 - Hollowgate is not designed for lorries! It is an important part of cultural activities when it is 
closed for food festival/folk festival. Losing the ability to close it off would take away an important 
tourist attraction. 
2 - The council is being short sighted in only looking at the needs of motorists, ignoring the effort on 
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shops, local amenities. The loss of the market space is another nail in the coffin. The councils of 
Calderdale/Barnsley are looking to the future with more vision. 

Single yellow lines in Victoria Street as parking causes traffic problems. Roundabout at bottom of 
Dunford Road will cause problems with large lorries negotiating Woodhead Road will have more 
problems if the access goes ahead 

Coming out onto Woodhead Road needs further consideration. Turning right from the car park next 
to the market now needs drivers on the main road to stop and allow you to pull out. Suggest a mini 
roundabout let into the market area. 

Hollowgate is a historic road, a feature that contributes to Holmfirth's character and interest.  It is an 
area that is 'taken over' for stalls and displays at the food festival, folk festival, arts festival etc. As 
part of a one-way system for through traffic both of these would be lost. Holmfirth would become 
like Lockwood - a traffic junction. 

By far the biggest cause of congestion is the sheer volume of vehicles. This along with the blatant 
abuse of parking restrictions and 40 tonne articulated trucks delivering to small retailers or just 
avoiding other transpenine routes because they can. The congestion on Huddersfield road is the 
result of parked vehicles blocking the road and badly synchronised traffic lights. 

Don't seem to work? and would cut into the heart of Holmfirth and still leave problems 

A one-way system won't alter the volume of traffic. At present with two-way flow the traffic has 
twice the road space. The same volume in a smaller space will worsen the problem. 

- The plans I have seen will not create a more attractive environment - but rather a busy road 
junction 
- It will significantly increase traffic - as do all new roads 

Hope that the new proposed road and Victoria St will be one-way traffic 

Positive - through traffic is prioritised, to/from Huddersfield. Negative - Hollowgate is too narrow for 
large, articulated lorries and narrow pavements. 
- No zebra crossing from Rotcher side across Dunford Road and Hollowgate, children would be a 
concern coming from the J&I school above Rotcher, 
- Turning circles for HGV's will encroach on on other lanes on exit to Huddersfield road causing 
delays/pollution. 
- Traffic going towards Huddersfield Road and turning right down Victoria Street will be delayed 
more, my assessment is this is 50% of the traffic flow towards Huddersfield. 

Feel that increased traffic along Hollowgate could be danger to pedestrians (narrow pavement). 
Turning right from link road onto Huddersfield Rd could be a problem. 
If alternate new bridge on Station Rd could be built this would move traffic around town centre, the 
Hollowgate could be pedestrianised. Not sure if proposed plan will achieve easing traffic, but 
something has to be done. 

Hollowgate to narrow for traffic. Not enough room for mini-roundabout at the bottom of Dunford 
road. The market is a community access - worth keepings. 

I think it will kill Holmfirth off for residents, visitors etc. It will just become a bypass and as a local no 
longer welcoming just to pop in a shop. Hollowgate and all its history will be lost forever. Plus all the 
small businesses will die. 

Try altering the traffic lights first to let more cars at a time - sometimes only 4 can go. Stop giving 
planning permission for large new estates - - e.g. Scholes, Hade Edge, land opposite catch 
restaurant, 4-5 bedroom house = 3-4 cars. Stop illegal parking down Victoria Street. Hollowgate 
more double yellow lines on Dunford Road to allow passing places - similar on A6024 in the 
direction of Holme.  

- Concerned about extra traffic/lorries on Hollowgate with our children attending Nabb school on 
Rotcher Road 
- Increased pollution with more lorries/transport using Holmfirth 
- Disruption and road works 
- Pedestrian crossing for school children? 

Very bad idea to make zebra crossings have lights/ These two crossing currently make it good to 
be a pedestrian. It will just make traffic go faster and make pedestrians miserable. Losing market 
building/site for a new road is bad, visually and through eyes of pedestrians and need for amenity. 
How will new road preserve the historic town? 
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'The vision' - is Holmfirth seen as a visitor/tourist destination, or just a 'drive through area' to get 
elsewhere? Something needs to be done, agreed, but narrow entry into Hollowgate is an issue. 

Agree - but with certain reservations - traffic from Rotcher having to cross the traffic in Hollowgate - 
that Hollowgate will be narrow for the largest 12 wheeler lorries etc - the danger that Goose Green 
will become a very narrow 'rat run'drivers avoiding Rotcher difficulties. 

Difficult access from Rotcher onto Hollowgate. Limited disability parking for access to Hollowgate 
shops. 

- 'cafe culture' and 'improvements to the public realm' are just buzzwords - At the consultation, I 
was told on more than one occasion that the interest was in creating a 'cafe culture', especially on 
Victoria Street. If this is intended to mean sitting out by the road: a. sitting a meter or so from 
Victoria Street and its traffic (of any volume) will be unpleasant and b. there would need to be cafes 
(currently none). 'Cafe culture' is just a buzz phrase. 
- traffic from Dunford Road and New Mill will congest the single lane Hollowgate - The fact that 
through traffic to Holme coming down from New Mill and Dunford Road will all be forced down 
Hollowgate (proposed to be single lane) will create congestion on the entrance to Hollowgate and, 
by extension, up Dunford Road and Towngate. 
- Increased signage will be a visual blight - The road layout will become more complicated 
(essentially, a ring road within the town centre). There will be more street furniture, which is already 
a visual blight on towns - we do not want more signs. More street furniture leads to eyes off the 
road which could lead to accidents. 
- 'Improvements' for residents are just sweeteners after the main works - The plans only seem to be 
looking at road congestion, with some sweetening words for residents -e.g. 'cafe culture', 
'enhanced public realm'. The 'more attractive environment for residents' is only as a consequence 
of the road works. 
- The proposals seem to exclude the cultural side of Holmfirth and damage it - Insufficient 
consideration has been made towards the true heart of Holmfirth - there is a danger that the pursuit 
of improvements by the Council is at the cost of Holmfirth itself. When asked about what happens 
at Holmfirth festivals where Hollowgate is blocked off for use by stalls, visitors and performers, the 
response was that the Council wasn't sure about that and that perhaps stalls could be moved 
further down the road or into the Co-Op car park. This could exclude such areas from feeling 
involved or being overlooked.  Additionally, altering the area to accommodate the proposed 
roundabout will remove further stall areas (as it is used currently during festivals). The response 
form the representative was wholly unsatisfactory and showed that no or little consideration of the 
cultural heart of Holmfirth had been made. 
- Increased traffic in more of Holmfirth - by increasing the volume of roads in Holmfirth, the works 
will take Holmfirth from what it is now to being overrun with traffic. That is not the position now. 
- Road users will seek out shortcuts when there are queues, affecting more roads - Residents or 
those with local road knowledge looking to access Holmfirth that are affected by the road layouts 
will seek out other routes.  This will create problems and congestion elsewhere on other roads 
which were not designed for such volumes (which the Council should not see as a victory in terms 
of traffic flow through Holmfirth centre as other roads are not equipped to handle an increase in 
traffic). 
- These changes will in fact harm Holmfirth. They aren't welcome - In terms of a cost/benefit 
analysis, the benefits that the Council perceives will be at the expense of the Holmfirth residents. 
The changes are only there to benefit people passing through Holmfirth, not Holmfirth residents. 
We are being thrown the sweetener scraps. 

Can't see how they will work. Hollowgate is a shopping street. How will businesses survive. 

I believe the proposed changes to Holmfirth town centre will only add to the problems rather than 
alleviate them.  Particularly the proposed one-way system and the new bridge. 

This proposal will attract more traffic leading to more congestion impacting the air quality and 
environment to a negative impact on businesses, residents and visitors. Hollowgate near Rotcher is 
shocking now and dangerous for vehicles and pedestrians. This again will be worse and needs 
looking at. 
Dunford Road junction is a nightmare to get out of and with considerably more traffic will again be 
worse. Traffic lights at the top of Victoria Street are shocking and should be looked at or even 
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better removed as when they don't work, traffic flows even better. Relocated the crossing for 
pedestrians lower down Victoria Street /get rid of the zebra.  

- The centre will become less attractive with addition of another road and an increase in road 
signage. 
- Usable space for community and outdoor events will be lost. 
- More through traffic could be encouraged which the narrow roads (e.g. Hollowgate) are not 
suitable. 
- Removal of parking spaces on Victoria Street and Hollowgate could have a detrimental impact on 
businesses and local residents using Holmfirth. 

I personally believe that to alter traffic signal times at busy periods would ease any waiting 
time/congestion. When Woodhead By Pass is closed traffic should not be directed thro' Holmfirth 
but back onto the motorway system. Dunford Road/Greenfield Rd parking needs urgent attention. 

Compared to other areas I have lived Holmfirth is NOT congested. Other areas North Wales (A55 
Flint and Mold) and Hereford centre. 
Alterations suggested other than the low level (restrict parking in Victoria Street) would adversely 
effect the character of Holmfirth and make it less attractive to visitors. Holmfirth needs its tourists 
and visitors. 

Things that hold up the traffic seem to be the position of the zebra crossings by Kayes and 
Hollowgate and the traffic lights not letting enough cars through from Victoria Road to the A6024 at 
one time. Hollowgate is a good road to walk and very narrow, I feel that this scheme would rip the 
heart out of Holmfirth. It would be better to remove traffic from Holmfirth not make it easier! If traffic 
was able to cross the river by the post office (the old lodge's buildings) it would bypass Victoria 
Street and offer an alternative to traffic accessing station road.  

I agree with all the concerns raised by Holme Valley Vision. Prove that this isn't a 'done deal' by 
actually responding to the objections of Valley residents. 

I don't think the round about the bottom of Dunford Rd will work for Lorrys and artick's. How will 
cars manage coming down Rocher? Have you taken into account how many extra Lorrys ect come 
through Holmfirth when Woodhead is blocked and if you are not going to knock down the 3 shops 
at Victoria St end of Hollowgate it is not going to be wide enough for some of the very large articks 
that come through! 

I strongly agree with the aims of the access plan and the proposed ideas for implementing them. 

Residents using Rotcher - totally ignored. School children should be dropped off in bus station.  
Parking pays in Victoria St - wrongside! As brewery barrels will have to be rolled across rd! Zebra 
crossing at bottom of Victoria St needs removing. Hollowgate far too narrow for waggons. No 
parking enforced - double yellow lines up Rotcher Rd and Royds Mount. Hollowgate pedestrianised 
except for business and residential access. No access over toll house bridge onto Huddersfield Rd. 

An excellent idea and the sooner it is carried out the better. 

The proposed new link road will simply have the effect of moving the congestion from Victoria St to 
a new location. The changes underway to hybrid and electric cars will ultimately reduce the 
pollution currently being experienced.  The proposed scheme is vehicle orientated and does not 
give consideration to people. People should come before vehicles. 

You are encouraging HGV's to sue the route as an easy way over the pennines to Manchester. 
Hollowgate even after improvement will not be wide enough for these vehicles. There is no 
encouragement for vehicle to stop - you are making it a drive through town. 

There should be a bypass out of Holmfirth as HGV take up all the roads in Holmfirth and it takes a 
long time to get down Dunford Road, and New Mill Road and Park Head Road if there is a pile up 
on the motorway or an accident is the bad time in Holmfirth and the zebra crossing there are to 
many in a small area. 

I agree that the allocated money must be used before it is withdrawn, and the current scheme, 
though not perfect, is the least worst one. I have concerns about the replacement of the market. 
Holmfirth is a market town, and priority needs to be re-siting of preferably a proper, attractive, 
outdoor market. 
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Hollowgate: will kill village tourist attraction and historic conservation area. 
 
The pavements do not need widening. I have lived here over 50 yrs and have never thought the 
pavements needed widening. There is no need for a mini roundabout as the traffic give way to the 
right already. 

This is a shocking proposal and I hope common sense prevails.  You are going to turn Holmfirth in 
to a drive through, bypass/rat race.  Hollowgate, Market and car park, and the river by Piccolinos 
could be made, visitor, child, pedestrian and a place of beauty. If the river was shown off better with 
wrought iron instead of walls and showcase it with seatings etc and then visitors and locals can 
enjoy the scenery while spending time in Holmfirth spending money! Not passing through to go 
elsewhere. Get rid of traffic lights at top of Victoria St and move crossing half way down and get rid 
of zebra at bottom. Layby on Victoria St only for disabled and deliveries. Install a camera with photo 
number plate recognition to stop people parking as they will be fined. 

Sending traffic on Hollowgate - when the entry is narrow is a nonsense. There are more businesses 
on Hollowgate than on Victoria Street. How are they going to cope? 

You are encouraging Holmfirth to become a rat race by commuters trucks car etc. while other 
towns are trying to improve air quality and environment you are doing the very opposite, open up 
the river by Hollowgate and the carp park by Piccolinos/market and put steps with seating plating 
etc as this area could be beautiful. Lower the wall around the river and put wrought iron so river 
becomes a centre piece for visitors to enjoy and invest in the market. As this part of Holmfirth is 
always forgotten and could be beautiful (look at bakewell!). 

Benefits could be obtained immediately by a small change to traffic light sequence at top of Victoria 
Street. 
 
Current sequence - from Huddersfield - pedestrians - From Victoria Street - From Upperbridge 
Suggested sequence - from Huddersfield - from Victoria Street - from Upperbridge - Pedestrians 
 
This would alleviate congestion in Victoria Street/preventing traffic from Huddersfield getting 
through their green light, 

After crossing Hollowgate bridge with no right turn how does transport get back to Huddersfield? 
Particularly buses 

Whilst the scheme has some merit, the proposed arrangements for the bottom of Rotcher Road 
and Hollowgate are unworkable unless there are traffic lights at the mini roundabout at the bottom 
of Dunford Road. With all traffic being funnelled along Hollowgate instead of most traffic turning up 
Victoria Street; it will be virtually impossible to exit the bottom of Rotcher Rd. This has serious 
implications for residents and importantly, for Holmfirth Junior and Infant School 

Crazy idea! This will just push a gridlock to the bottom of Victoria Street and bring extra pollution to 
the centre of Holmfirth especially from the lorries on Hollowgate 

Your plan will reduce access for shoppers, creating a never ending flow of traffic and reduce any 
pleasure for shopping and sightseeing 

Whilst I think any attempt to ease the serious congestion in Holmfirth I do not think this goes 
anywhere near far enough 

Your four points above can only be achieved with the option you have already discarded. Holmfirth 
needs to get back a centre - best option would be to pedestrianise Victoria Street. Traffic pollution 
where people are shopping etc in Holmfirth can only keep increasing unless the traffic is kept away 
as much as possible. 

I totally agree that improvements to roadways are needed in Holmfirth to ease congestion and 
improve access (This has been a problem for years). In my opinion the preferred plan will not be 
adequate. There is a huge amount of HGV's passing through the town in all directions 
(exacerbated when there are problems on the M1, M62, the Woodhead and Snake passes). This is 
my major concern as I feel that Hollowgate will not be a suitable route for vehicles to by pass the 
town, as appears on the plans. 

The island at bottom of Dunford Road, New Mill Road. I cannot see that working as you give way to 
the right at islands. The amount of traffic at certain time during the day no one from New Mill Road 
will give way to cars coming out of the Dunford Road. You will still back up Dunford Road. On the 
new proposed bridge there will not be enough turning circle for HGV/buses. 
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A one way street will make it easier for vehicles to move freely down to the min roundabout at this 
junction. As for HGVs making across to Lancashire they create a bottleneck there. Hopefully time 
will tell as you plan ahead in the months to come. 

The aesthetics of Holmfirth centre should be protected not changed. 

These road improvements will destroy the unique character of Holmfirth 

Take traffic lights away 

Take away traffic lights and stop parking down the main street. When the traffic lights are not 
working traffic flows better. 

All they do is make it more accessible for HGV traffic - already a problem! No right turn onto 
Huddersfield Road is ridiculous, more strain onto already small roads (such as bridge lane behind 
the coop) 

- Main need is to reduce/eliminate heavy goods vehicles in centre of town and prohibit parking on 
Victoria Street and provide loading bays. This would help congestion. 
- Make Holmfirth pedestrian friendly - current crossings are dangerous, both for pedestrians and 
vehicles (too close together - can't see if queuing traffic).  
- Could encourage more through traffic - greater pollution. 
- Effect on character of town centre, especially Hollowgate. 
- Hollowgate not suitable for lorries/buses/lots of traffic even with improvements. 
- Loss of usability of Hollowgate for econ/community valuable festivals as under proposed med 
scheme could not be closed to traffic. 
- Poss adverse effect on shops on Hollowgate. 
- I can see that this is a genuine attempt to solve the congestion problems in Holmfirth and pollution 
and unpleasant conditions for pedestrians which go with it, but afraid it will create as many (albeit 
different) problems than it solves. 

The junction with cooper Lane - it is only possible to pull out into Huddersfield Road at busy times 
when the traffic light sequence stops traffic from Manchester/Greenfield. Needs a yellow box? Lots 
of new housing and existing residents affected. 

As a resident of Hollowgate, and a proud supporter of all the festivals that use the road, it is 
ridiculous to think making it a main road wil lease traffic and still keep Holmfirth the village that it is.  
More needs to be done to help without sabotaging the local spirit. 

The proposals for: 
1. A new bridge 
2. One way down Victoria Street 
3. Removal of traffic lights. 
4. A mini roundabout at the bottom of Victoria Street 
Will all be detrimental. Hollowgate is a very useful relief road and tourist area and should not be 
altered. 

I do not agree that they are 'improvements' it will ruin Holmfirth for people who work in the centre, 
especially Hollowgate, it will shut all the businesses down. 

Will spoil the historical appearance of Hollowgate and may actually increase traffic through the 
town counteracting any perceived improvement. 

Although congestion can occur it is rarely for long. It has become worse since the traffic lights 
sequence was changed. Plus two zebra crossings too close together. Also illegal parking outside 
bakery causes hold ups. None of these justify spending a large sum of money on plans that look as 
if they will cause more problems than they will solve. It looks more like a make Holmfirth 
inaccessible plan than an access road. 

- Could result in increased traffic in Holmfirth 
- The section of Hollowgate near Victoria Street is very narrow 

I live on Scarfold (near Nora Battye's Cottage) and work at [redacted].  Both these areas are fed by 
tourist/incidental traffic and pedestrians.  Hollowgate provides the access to these areas and during 
festivals (the life-blood of the town) and the Summer Wine Tourist seasons it is a central area for 
visitors and residents alike. Closure would profoundly affect businesses, holiday lets, residents and 
the public house. 

Wasted money, these works are not needed. 
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Junction of Rotcher & Hollowgate already difficult to come out now, will be worse with increased 
one way traffic coming at you. 
The school recommends a one way system at crucial times, coming down Rotcher 
Children and parents on foot also access Rotcher at this junction 
Hollowgate is very narrow, wouldn't want to share it with buses and lorries even if the pavement 
was widened, wouldn't like to see any buildings knocked down, would spoil the character of the 
town. 

It is impossible for me to say whether these proposals will solve the current problems of 
congestion, delays, illegal parking, uncontrolled delivery vehicles, bad traffic light sequencing, 
poorly sited pedestrian crossings, etc. Many of the current problems could be solved for a fraction 
of the proposed expenditure. 

It will kill Holmfirth, Hollowgate, a proposed sight is used for numerous events, plus the shops, 
cafes, public house. All will be affected. People will not bother to come in. 

Diverting traffic along Hollowgate will ruin this area of the town, which is currently enjoyed by 
visitors and residents alike. It is a route for visitors to stroll on to Norah Battye's House, they buy 
Fish & Chips and sit on one or two of the benches provided.  To deter the tourists will affect the 
business on Hollowgate disastrously! Hollowgate is closed at certain times for events. It would 
make the junction of Hollowgate very dangerous for the school children and residents of Rotcher 
(Cartworth Road - Holmfirth J & I School). 

Not required, will ruin character of town and waste tax payers money. 

Totally stupid! 

Get rid of traffic lights. Traffic flowed freely without them 

These proposals will destroy the character of the area and this will be detrimental to me as a 
resident and to tourists.  Hollowgate is often utilized for events such as the Folk Festival and 
utilising it for traffic would not allow this.  The market hall should be retained and its use 
encouraged e.g. by local groups, for events and activities.  I do not think the Council has fully 
investigated its potential 

Any plans for road changes must take account of shop keeper need for people to access their 
shops.  Holmfirth is currently thriving, we must not lose that. 

Correct the traffic flow at traffic lights at top of Victoria Street and ban HGV from Holmfirth the only 
good thing about the plan is moving the crossing outside Kayes Ironmongers the current one is 
dangerous 

The impact on the village centre would be catastrophe. Changes far too invasive and pandering to 
the traffic needs no the people's! Hollowgate in particular is used as a special area, i.e. festivals, 
tourists, walkers, etc. 

The proposed changes will increase traffic volume:  
- negative impact on the environment 
- difficult for walking around 
- negative influence on cultural events 
- more danger of accidents 
Not an improvement 

My main concern is all the heavy/large vehicles having to use Hollowgate to get through Holmfirth.  
Hollowgate is a very narrow street and not really suitable for HGV's etc. The majority of these 
vehicles are just driving through and not delivering. Perhaps something could be done to prevent 
these vehicles coming through the town centre. 

Hollowgate and Victoria Street improvements are unnecessary and siruptive, if you think the traffic 
congestion is bad now wait until you've made these 'improvements'. Hollowgate and Victoria Street 
congestion will be as bad as London rush hour congestion. 

This will cause utter chaos. 
It will add an unnecessary 5 or 10 minutes onto bus journeys from the bus station to Huddersfield. 
More traffic will be queuing through Upperbridge to get through the junction of Woodhead Road 
and the new link road. Pavements on Victoria Street do not need widening. It needs all parking 
removing (including disabled). 
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You are moving the problems from one place to another e.g. Hollowgate and the new road. 
Perhaps signs should be put on all roads leading to Holmfirth UNSUITABLE FOR HGVs. because 
Holmfirth can't cope with them, this would help a lot, they are dangerous where there is pedestrians 
e.g. top of Victoria Street. 

- Can traders evicted from the market be offered alternative space in the civic hall? 
- Can the roundabout complement the heritage of the town, especially the view down Victoria St? 
In summary we do not believe this will create a more attractive environment. It is down to experts to 
determine points 2+3. You cannot create better access to a limited space. There is no option to 
park to the south of Holmfirth to fulfil this. 

I think the plan involves destruction. Also, with the size of lorries there will be more problems with 
the plan. 

New roundabout and re-siting of Town Gate zebra crossing look good - currently that bend is 
horrendous and needs to be changed.  My main concern is egress form the new link road turning 
right onto the A6024.  With no traffic controls I cannot see how the newly redirected flow (from 
Victoria Street being now one-way) will be able to get out onto the A6024. It's hard enough for cars 
to turn right out of the A6024 car park! I can see that with Victoria Street being one way, the A6024 
traffic may flow more easily, but at peak times, when it backs all the way up Greenfield Road, I 
think getting out of the link road (turning right) will be the new bung in the traffic flow. 

Please do not go ahead with the proposed scheme.  It will destroy our village. Hollowgate is not 
suitable to take the additional traffic - totally inappropriate to the nature of the road and village 
generally. 

I feel the proposed alterations will make little difference. The valley is narrow - it has nowhere to go. 
The only answer is to reduce traffic. Holmfirth is a small town not a motorway junction. 

A complete waste of time and money. 

Consideration needs to be given on the amount of traffic using Rotcher Road and footpaths and 
safe crossing for school children. 

Still unsure how large vehicles will pass through Hollowgate due road width and turn onto 
Huddersfield Road 
While this proposal may encourage flow of traffic through town centre suggest more could be done 
in the way of parking.  
a) to reduce cars parked on Greenfield Road 
b) to reduce cars parked on New Mill Road 
Consider upgrading roads in surrounding villages - scholes/woodhile etc. 

If all lorries are rerouted down Hollowgate you will destroy it. It is too narrow for people and large 
lorries. The result would be the lorries would win, people would stop going (locals and tourists) and 
shops and businesses on Hollowgate would close. Hollowgate is an asset to Holmfirth and needs 
preserving. This plan would not help points 1 and 4 it would do the opposite. 

Holmfirth is congested only approx 1 hour per day early evening, mostly caused by the badly 
regulated traffic lights at the top of Victoria St. They need surveying and re timing. No parking either 
side Victoria St would make a huge difference. 

The biggest problem in Holmfirth is the amount of traffic and size of large vehicles coming through. 
Widening the roads will likely increase the problem 
Traffic lights need better phasing 
Tourism and community events should not be impaired during festivals etc. 

Achieve nothing 

I feel you are looking at traffic flow in isolation rather than looking at Holmfirth as a town community 
with traffic as one of a number of issues.  I think this proposal will make Holmfirth feel like being in 
a gyratory system and will be damaging for the town centre as a place to shop and for recreation. 

The flow of traffic now is fine so all that needs looking at is the traffic light phases art the top of 
Victoria Street 

Tourism and community events will be severely impaired. Historic character of Hollowgate will be 
lost. 
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The whole scheme will cause greater difficult for pedestrians needing to cross major roads 1. 
without a green light giving pedestrians priority to cross Huddersfield Rd at the top of Victoria St or 
crossing the exit from the 'new bridge' will make visits to the library, information centre, two cafes 
and Edinburgh Mill, far more hazardous. 2. Hollowgate will be a major road with much more heavy 
traffic making the exit from Rotcher Rd onto or across Hollowgate very difficult for school children 
(Nab School) cyclists as well as local vehicles and pedestrians. Has real research been done as to 
where this traffic comes from. Why does it come through Holmfirth, to where is it going and what 
alternative could be found omitting Holmfirth? 

All traffic would be redirected onto Hollowgate, which is too narrow. This would block anyone living 
up Rotcher area, existing Rotcher Road would be very difficult. In addition to residents of Rotcher 
Road, there is also school incurring additional traffic. 

Hollowgate would be ruined as a principal (and valued) feature of the town. 
The circulation arrangement would rapidly become a rat run and a benefit only to those passing 
through.  

Holmfirth has always been and always will be a route to other places.  This could be eased a bit by 
heavy goods vehicles being prohibited (sent via alternative routes to destinations). Deliveries to 
shops/supermarkets made outside of hours e.g. 7.30am and 8pm. 
The proposed change will not do anything but ease traffic flow by a few minutes at peak times - and 
this will soon revert as new developments are completed and bring more traffic to local roads - so a 
big waste of money that could be better spent elsewhere (on roads/public transport elsewhere in 
West Yorks). 

Cars queue to get up and down Rotcher, creating a log jam waiting to get up Rotcher, also cars 
coming down and wanting to turn  left will be faced with much more traffic on Hollowgate.And as 
they can't now go up Victoria Street 4 x 4s in particular will have to do a 3 point turn to go on 
Hollowgate. Also children will have to cross a busy road and with large wagons on Hollowgate it 
won't be safe 

It is madness to route traffic along Hollowgate as it is too narrow with narrow pavements. If 
anything, Hollowgate should be pedestrianised! I hope that when (not if) a fatality occurs here there 
will not be the "no-one could have foreseen this" statement/disclaimer. 

As a visually impaired person I would find these proposals very difficult for crossing roads. 
I think that a roundabout at the bottom of Dunford Road would be a joke. 

Hollowgate will be unsafe for pedestrians due to traffic volume. No pedestrian crossings proposed. 
Access onto A6024 from proposed new bridge poor - as not light controlled. Artics turning left 
would need to cross white line to turn. Crossing by church poor visibility for traffic from New Mill - if 
a pelican - then it will cause back log to roundabout. Display unable to provide traffic volume 
numbers for any part of the day. Changing character of town for perhaps 2hrs/day issues! 

Please leave things as they are as changes will be to the detriment of Holmfirth. 

The commnity will lose the market building - a very useful space especially at festival times, also 
the market, we are a market town. Pedestrian proximity to large traffic on Hollowgate will be 
dangerous. Parents accessing the school on Rotcher will be put at risk. We will lose important 
festival space, we close Hollowgate regularly. The town will lose a lovely historic street which is an 
asset - it will become a nightmare, full of heavy traffic. 

The proposal will only improve the situation for through traffic using Holmfirth as a destination. In 
turn, through traffic will increase using the route as an alternative route to manchester. Hollowgate 
is too narrow to support this increased traffic particularly HGVs 

I disagree that proposals will make Holmfirth more attractive - it will become a through way. 
Hollowgate has several historic old buildings which will be lost. It will be virtually impossible to 
descend Rotcher Road and access Victoria Road e.g. school traffic. It will increase the volume of 
Holmfirth traffic and will not improve journey efficiency or access. 

We often bring children to the village so crossing at the bottom of Rotcher would be difficult. Traffic 
going up Rotcher/down Rotcher would find it difficult to leave/get up to school. 

The plan is very good, I think the following changes will improve traffic congestion. 
However, I do believe that this one-way system on Hollowgate road will increase more traffic to 
solve this problem. I think more speed humps will be needed to slow down fast vehicles. 
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There is at times a traffic flow problem - these proposals are not the answer. Try changing the 
lights at the top of Victoria Street or doing away with them altogether and banning lorries over a 
certain tonnage coming through the town. 
These proposals will make pedestrian access in Holmfirth much worse, especially from Dunford 
Road/Rotcher Road area. They will not ease congestion but are likely to increase traffic as people 
will think it is easier to get through the town. It will make the centre into a roundabout . The 
proposals tinker with the problem - that there are too many lorries going through the centre and 
wont solve this problem. Stop thinking of Holmfirth as a through town but as the centre of a 
residential area. This is NOT an improvement. 

They will make no difference, you are just moving the problem. We need more parking not less you 
should ban taxis 

Will not ease congestion, may encourage more traffic use - new developments don't help, stop 
developments, stop lorries (send round). 
 
Appalling anti-green initiative, it will only serve to increase traffic, create more pollution and 
eventually even more congestion.This is a 'Chris Grayling' project - doomed to failure and a waste 
of money 

The routing through Hollowgate and across the Market through bridge destroys the character and 
environment in the town centre. The improvement will not reduce traffic flows or volumes and may 
increase speeds, more air pollution, more pedestrianisation is needed to the centre not less. 

1. Holmfirth is a historic town,, historic towns are bottlenecks. 
2. Making traffic flow better = more traffic 
3. Making, in effect, a central ring road will 'strangle' everything within it & completely change the 
character (and ruin) of of the town. 

I object to your plan as you will destroy part of Holmfirth which makes the character e.g. 
Hollowgate, make the pavements around the chip shop, kebab shop, nail bar and sandwich shop 
dangerous for pedestrians and ultimately attract more HGVs to our town as  you establish Holmfirth 
as a trans-pennine through route. Hollowgate is not suitable for HGV traffic on the two bus routes 
you will push through there even with a new bridge. 

Hollowgate is not suitable for these proposals - being too narrow, with limited pedestrian access 
and no protection from passing vehicles. Increased traffic would be ruinous for local shops and 
businesses and the air quality would be toxic. 

These changes will not help Holmfirth. 1) they will ruin the part of Holmfirth - the only heritage that 
still exists. We lost already the area where the post office and 'lodges' is. 
2) it will seriously not improve flow.  We need to take traffic out of Holmfirth centre.  

The majority of our traffic issues are caused by the council's failure to enforce traffic laws and 
parking restrictions. It is not appropriate to completely alter the look and flow of the town. Where 
will our market be? We cannot afford to lose more parking. Proposed crossings make it more 
difficult for shoppers likely to result in people crossing at more convenient points leading to an 
increased risk of injury. 

By opening up Holmfirth we will have more traffic coming through especially wagons. I try to find it 
not too hard to get through Holmfirth you ought to try and get into Halifax where I work at rush hour! 
However, with all the new houses being built around the town, Holmfirth will get busier. 

Victoria Street needs no parking including deliveries at all hours apart from 8pm-9pm. Character 
does not need tampering with. Hollowgate is too narrow for traffic even one way with Rotcher Lane 
as well. Ban lorries passing down Victoria Street between 8am-8pm. 
Loss of hall/market or car park not wanted. Need more car parts. 

The proposals cater for vehicles not people! Large vehicles should not be allowed through 
Holmfirth and if the alternative takes them longer then so be it. Holmfirth puts its people first and we 
have developed different festivals to show this. People visit Holmfirth for its uniqueness and many 
people like to walk around the area rather than drive! 

The proposed option would permanently destroy the heart of Holmfirth and make lift significantly 
worse for pedestrians and cyclists and probably put many small businesses out of business. Any 
re-routing of traffic should be away from the centre of Holmfirth (towards Huddersfield). 
Victoria Street and Hollowgate should be as traffic free as possible. The approach roads from new 
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Mill, Dunford Road, Woodhead and Huddersfield road need parking restrictions as these are the 
primary cause of congestion preventing traffic flow (when A628 closed especially). 

This is a solution looking for a problem. 
There is a basic problem with your use of the word 'improvement'What you have displayed with 
glossy maps and pictures allied to unsubstantial statements. You provide no evidence of delays 
etc. You also show NO knowledge of how Holmfirth centre operates. You ignore the fact of the 
conservation area (which Kirklees know is at risk) your plans only serve to exacerbate its 
continuance. You also ignore your own document - Kirklees Local Plan., SPD, Highway Design 
Guide, "Vision". Successful highway design requires a full understanding of place, context and the 
many factors that influence that etc etc. 
Your proposal totally ignores all three paragraphs of their 'vision'. What is needed is a holistic view 
of the traffic problems facing Holmfirth, the needs of local traffic (vehicular and pedestrians), visitor 
traffic, through traffic, where are the urgently needed car parking spaces to be located? What about 
the improvements to the A628 (Woodhead Pass)? 

Traffic coming down Rotcher turning left onto Hollowgate? Difficult at best, but onto a narrower 
road, much worse. If pathways are to be wider on Hollowgate, how o earth aee the wagons, lorries 
etc going to manage? Its narrow as it is! The folk festival and food festival will be affected , both 
long held traditions in Holmfirth. Hollowgate will become a very busy road taking away the village 
atmosphere that we have been able to hold onto. In fact, Holmfirth will become a much noisier, 
busier place. Congestion is only bad if there's been an accident on the motorway and traffic 
redirected here. 

Victoria Street needs a great deal of thought as this is the main reason why Holmfirth gets so 
congested. 
The traffic lights in Holmfirth centre could be adjusted for peak travel times only to increase the 
speed of flow through at certain times of day, it is easy to travel through 
Clear the parked cars on Victoria Street which are not essential 

The plans will change the identity and appearance of the town centre. It will create a roundabout 
and all attract more traffic making matters worse not better. 

The proposed  scheme is a 'sledgehammer to crack a walnut' The proposed one way system is 
fraught with danger as it will increase speed and traffic problems with traffic filtering into a single 
lane in a short space from the traffic lights to the proposed roundabout (150 metres) I would also be 
concerned about pedestrian access on Hollowgate on what is already a 'rat run' 

I think they are ridiculous and completely ignore the demographic of the average Holmfirth resident. 
They compromise the safety of pedestrians (mostly the elderly and young families), the culture and 
traditions of the village and the prosperity of businesses - in the name of congestion that doesn't 
need easing. 

This scene does not improve Holmfirth. It splits Holmfirth up, making more roads it makes shopping 
in Holmfirth more difficult. It may move through traffic quickly but it divides Holmfirth up. If this is the 
only way we can improve then I suggest we leave things as they are. 

Never in my wildest imaginings could I have conjured up something as utterly reckless, dim-witted 
and destructive. If your aim is to obliterate Holmfirth by imposing your stupid roundabout, then you 
will succeed. You jeopardize the character, safety of its residents, prosperity and future prospects 
of our wonderful town.  

Leave the road layout as it is the proposed improvements will only encourage lorries 

Holmfirth centre will be ruined. It will be all road. 

We are extremely concerned at the proposed route of ALL traffic from Station Road and Dunford 
Road passing across the bottom of Rotcher Road (a major access route to local junior school used 
by many pedestrians including children). There is no space to widen the pavement outside Kirwood 
Hospice Shop for pedestrians and the nearest pedestrian crossing will be located before the bus 
station meaning pedestrians will need to cross Dunford Road via the tiny island , or cross 
Hollowgate where all traffic including buses and lorries will pass. The use of Hollowgate as a major 
road will mean that local festivals will no longer be able to take place there. The improvements 
seem to be based on traffic flow but  not what pedestrians/consumers need. The latter being what 
makes Holmfirth a popular place to live! Very sad at loss of market! 

Hollowgate is too narrow to accomodate large HGVS 



 

183 | P a g e  
 

These are traffic improvements and will not improve movement for pedestrians, especially visitors 
and those who use the shops and make the town flourish as a specialised shopping and tourist 
attraction and event centre. 
Improving a junction will simply generate more through traffic. We need to use parking restrictions , 
delivery times etc to ease flow which is only a problem because people park on the yellow lines and 
there's often roadworks. 

The interventions proposed for the Holmfirth centre will change the little centre and completely take 
the heart out of it. Hollowgate is too narrow for all the traffic proposed. Most of the time traffic flows 
freely. 

The town centre can be very busy at peak times sure however the car should not reshape our 
town. 
1) we need to provide out of town parking for tourists with a shuttle bus service to reduce traffic 
2) Discourage articulated trucks from using the routes through to Manchester and Sheffield. If we 
make it easier to travel through Holmfirth then more traffic will choose to travel through! 

All positive, but I do have some sympathy with those concerned about the impact on Hollowgate - 
this part of the plan will require careful consideration. 
The removal of the market hall (eyesore) is a positive! 

Congestion in Holmfirth is very bad and I try to avoid driving through the centre at all costs. I like 
the proposed improvements  and am glad the market hall is going it is an eyesore. Surely a better 
place for a market could be found! 

1) Hollowgate is too narrow to take HGV and buses it will be a pedestrian nightmare 
2) Traffic trying to turn right in/out of Rotcher Road will have problems and may even block the 
traffic trying to go on Hollowgate 
3) Buses going on Hollowgate and then trying to turn right onto the A6024 towards will have 
problems unless traffic lights are installed. 

Holmfirth is vibrant due to the easy access to many small and independent shops and refreshment 
businesses. 
Hollowgate is part of the riverside way for pedestrians and cyclists 
Goose green is the safe way to walk to school. Hollowgate is used for the many festivals. This 
scheme would split the town and put vehicles ahead of non vehicular movement and there is a 
climate emergency 

1) it is important to preserve the old buildings at the bottom of Rotcher (a bakery and a pizza 
place?) as Holmfirth has not much going for it apart from quaintness. 
2) the market users - where can the market be re-sited it is very popular 
3) Access over the old bridge needs to be considered for the residents of the houses behind the 
pub, 

The proposed proposals is only going to increase traffic.  I do believe that if you removed the 
pedestrian crossing at the bottom of Victoria Street, near the junction with Hollowgate, this would 
free up a lot of congestion in the centre of Holmfirth. 

I am not convinced that the proposed scheme (med cost option) provides the best balance of traffic 
improvement to public amenities.  Whilst agreeing that congestion issues must be addressed I feel 
that the character of Holmfirth Town Centre is being sacrificed to serve the needs of through traffic. 

Stop sat nav from re-directing heavy good vehicles through Holmfirth especially when there are 
problems on M62, M1 

The proposed changes will increase the likelihood of pedestrian injuries on Hollowgate as no 
provision has been made for people to cross from the western side of Victoria St onto Hollowgate 

I particularly agree with the reduction in parking bays in Victoria St.  The street is often grid-locked 
due to parked cars. Business owners who support these bays do not consider the degree to which 
congestion dissuades people from coming to Holmfirth in the first place. 

I strongly oppose the plan for new bridge from Hollowgate through market hall.  Will destroy a part 
of the town that is used for festivals and street activities. 

- Very concerned about losing the Market Hall - is it not a listed building?! I think the road 
extension/alterations will affect Holmfirth drastically - in a very adverse way! I feel this will alter the 
heart of Holmfirth. 
- Keep lorries and large vehicles out of Holmfirth! 
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It won't be an improvement. The proposal is traffic focused, not thinking about Holmfirth as a 
thriving, bustling tourist town. Getting rid of the market hall for another road is ludicrous. It'll rip out 
the heart of the place. Put pedestrians, businesses and locals first, not transport. It won't ease the 
traffic, if there aren't traffic lights then turning out onto the roads will cause more traffic jams. Not to 
mention the detriment caused to local businesses if work does go ahead. 

A total waste of money that improves, if anything detracts from the town centre, nothing. Access 
will not be improved for individuals - pollution and mess will be up and the town will become a huge 
traffic circus. 

This will not improve the flow of traffic through Holmfirth. All it will do is invite more lorries to come 
through. 

It will harm business on Hollowgate. It will make it busier in the town centre because of lorries and 
the new road and harder to walk round Holmfirth. It a village not a city. 

Everything is ok till the woodhead pass has problems 

I fail to see how the new roundabout and one way system will improve the flow of traffic around the 
village. 

Take away the traffic lights at the top of the street and traffic will flow freely 

I do NOT believe the proposals, which I have viewed online, will achieve any of the points above. It 
will make the town less attractive, it will not improve local access. I have never found congestion to 
be a problem. Holmfirth does not need this scheme. 

The only time the centre of Holmfirth is busy is during a festival.  I don't have an issue with waiting 
for 5/10 minutes at those times. 99% of the rest of the time the only wait is a minute or so on the 
Dunford Road and at the traffic lights! 

I think it will improve the character of the town. 

Remove traffic lights at Centre (Victoria Street) altogether. When they are not working traffic flows 
freely and there is no congestion. We do not want HGV's to use Holmfirth at all, other infrastructure 
is not suitable. Holmfirth needs Hollowgate to be one way only. Remove one zebra crossing to 
where the bus station begins. 

This scheme will not create an attractive environment in Holmfirth, it will only encourage more 
traffic, make walking around Holmfirth dangerous. It will destroy the town centre. 

I believe traffic increases to match capacity and that the proposals will not improve Holmfirth centre 
but will increase problems further along roads - e.g. increased traffic on Woodhead Road. I also 
believe that increased traffic will make Holmfirth centre less pleasant for pedestrians 
I also cannot see Hollowgate being suitable for the planned traffic. 

There is NO significant problem with traffic congestion in Holmfirth (Demonstrated by the traffic 
surveys taken). The preferred option would be a terrible disaster for Holmfirth.The Hollowgate link 
is unworkable and dangerous, The massive civil engineering work of the bridge will caused 18 
months of disruption and deliver insignificant improvements to traffic. The quality of the local 
environment and amenities will be made much worse.  
Highways funding should still be sought for more intelligent signalling and traffic monitoring and 
diverting HGVs away from Holmfirth (need to slow satnav routes). Average speed cameras and 
50mph should be installed on A625 and A628 'over the tops' to reduce SatNavs using as shortcut 
for M62. Limit in centre should be 20mph and 30mph limits on incoming roads should be enforced. 

I feel that these proposals will not solve congestion problems. All traffic coming down Dunford Road 
and Town Gate will be funneled along Hollowgate (which is totally unsuitable for large vehicles) and 
then up to the A6024. Traffic coming down Rotcher Road already have problems getting out at the 
bottom - a roundabout increasing traffic on Hollowgate will make this worse. 

Accessing Victoria Street from Rotcher Road is never easy but if all traffic is diverted from Victoria 
Street to Hollowgate it will be very difficult and nigh impossible when the school run vehicles come 
down Rotcher Road 

I feel that the proposed improvements are appalling for the future of Holmfirth centre. Hollowgate is 
a narrow road which would not take the tremendous volume of traffic  - village lorries and buses 
from New Mill Road and Dunford Road. With no traffic lights onto Holmfirth Road. There would be 
tremendous backing up on Hollowgate impacting on children leaving school and Hollowgate 
traders.  
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Note that Victoria Street Road - impact on traders e.g. Longleys, bookshop, the village would be 
clogged up with traffic (more than now) having a negative ambiance on it and a reduction in footfall. 

Traffic going to Huddersfield from Dunford Road will try to avoid using the proposed new road ("the 
long way" and be tempted to use Bridge Lane as a rat run. 

Frequent congestion is caused by cars illegally parking on restricted roads in central Holmfirth. 
More attention to this from traffic wardens would help. I only ever see traffic wardens patrolling the 
car parks. 

Your preferred scheme is likely to only have limited success as traffic continues to increase, large 
lorries will still cause an undesirable nuisance and using Hollowgate and the new mini roundabout 
will be difficult for them to navigate causing further delays. 

I think Holmfirth only has issue's with traffic at busy times of the day, like any other village/town. I 
very rarely experience heavy traffic unless there has been an accident on the motorway or an 
accident. 
I think to go ahead with the plans to change Holmfirth would have a profound effect of traffic and 
local businesses, whilst work is underway and after, dramatically affecting the whole layout of such 
a beautiful village, also making Hollowgate much more dangerous for children going to school. 

Overall the idea is a good one, but will have some unwelcome effects - the spoiling of Hollowgate 
for businesses, visitors and pedestrians. 

If these improvements go ahead, shops will close, more traffic will go through Holmfirth. It will be 
difficult for pedestrians to cross roads. Tourists will stop coming. 

1. We do not need this one way system! It would tear the heart out of the town! Hollowgate has 
some really old buildings - part of town's history! 
2. We need to deter HGVs - weight and length restrictions unless for valid reason? Signposting on 
motorways if eg Woodhead Pass is closed. 
3. If proposed route goes ahead and becomes a faster route, SATNAVS would direct traffic through 
Holmfirth and increase volume of traffic. 
4. Can Hollowgate withstand HGVs and volume of traffic? (and its buildings) 
5. On a positive note pelican crossings would be a good idea and moving one further up Towngate. 
6. Could some less drastic actions be trialled before this awful extra road? 

Attended an event at Civic Hall, unable to completely follow what is happening (planned). The 
preferred option, not enough posters and too many people crowding round. Assumed would be 
more informed by visiting recommended internet information. This did not enlighten me. From what 
I gleaned yesterday it appears you will be creating other problems. 

The traffic in Holmfirth is light on most days, it is only heavy when there is a problem on the 
motorway (M62) or Woodhead Pass. The proposal doesn't take into account pedestrians. Holmfirth 
has quite an older population (or visitors) and pedestrians need to take priority. 

Victoria Street what effect on buses? 
Victoria Street why and who for loading bays? 
Nothing wrong with zebra crossing 

New route actually acts as a bypass so will not encourage visitors to stop and browse. 

Concern about large HGVs turning into Hollowgate towards new link road 

Hollowgate nothing wrong does not need altering. Victoria Street same as above. Chaos caused 
will it be worth it, doubtful. New landscape not needed. 

Pedestrians will need to be aware of dense traffic everywhere at close quarters, with the possible 
exception of Victoria Street. However, Hollowgate will be virtually a 'no go' area. The loss of a 
market hall, and areas for festivals etc will undermine Holmfirth attraction for visitors, as well as 
locals. Businesses in Hollowgate will undoubtedly suffer. 

The proposed 'improvements' will decimate Holmfirth and reduce it to a traffic roundabout. A 
market town without a market is utterly stupid - revive immediately! Hollowgate is an historic area 
and used for food festivals, folk festivals etc. - where will they go? What will happen to all the 
businesses on Hollowgate?; like parking?; Buses along Hollowgate - you must be joking! Victoria 
Street should remain as it is  - you can park on it, the shops can operate - restricting it will 'kill it'. 
Trees are a waste of time in this situation - stick to planters and baskets. 
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Having 2 through roads may aid the flow of traffic, but it will make acces more difficult on the 
secondary roads (e.g. Rotcher Road). The plan for buses + HGVs to use Hollowgate seems 
incredulous! This would become a dangerous road for pedestrians. 

The road and pavement on Hollowgate are too narrow for increased traffic, HGV's and buses. 
Pedestrians have to step in the road to let each other pass. Getting out of Rotcher Road for 
residents and the school run will be more difficult due to increased traffic.  
As the bottom of Rotcher road is too narrow for two vehicles to pass. Vehicles stopping on 
Hollowgate to allow vehicles down so they can go up will cause a backup on the roundabout, 
especially at school run time. 

This will impact massively on the school at Cartworm Rd. I fear that a child would risk serious injury 
if these plans went ahead as there are no plans for a crossing from Hollowgate to Rotcher Rd. It 
would cause more traffic on nearby roads (Cemetary Rd/Cartworth Rd/Underbank etc) with people 
using these country lanes to avoid centre of Holmfirth. 

I cannot see the logic of even more traffic using Hollowgate through a very narrow area and 
knocking down the market hall, what a waste of a very useful building. 

The proposed improvements have not been thought through, no thought about the local school, 
about local events, one way system will cause chaos at school times, with the amount of children 
needing to cross the road, causing event more disruption at rush hour. 

One way system will increase speed of traffic and proposals will also destroy attractiveness of 
Holmfirth as a place to visit. 

You will be directing traffic from three road, plus buses from the bus station into a very narrow one 
way system through Hollowgate. Once the road has filled up to the new junction on the A6024, the 
result will be stationary traffic creating "congestion"! If the scheme has to go ahead, I don't agree 
with knocking down the market hall.  A better solution would be to take the new road through the 
car park on the A6024. The existing parking could be left as it is. 

HGV's and buses going on Hollowgate is not really practical due to constraints on pedestrian 
access. The junction with Hollowgate and Rotcher is already a problem at school times with 
vehicles blocking the road. 

I do not believe a roundabout at the bottom of Dunford Road would ease congestion because of the 
difficulty HGV's would have negotiating it. Hollowgate may have been proved to be wide enough for 
HGV's but this does not allow safe passage for pedestrians.  It is currently only possible to squeeze 
along the pavement for one person. It is not possible to turn left from Rotcher into Hollowgate in 
one manoeuvre and to continue to turn right is not sensible.  
Re-siting the crossing from outside Kayes in an excellent idea 

This is not the solution for congestion at certain times of the day only. What you need to look at is 
getting less cars on the road - incentives to use public transport and useful public transport routes.  
There is no way buildings should be knocked down to accommodate cars. What will you do when 
the new system itself starts to become congested. 

When the planning officer states openly that the proposals will make Holmfirth less safe, as a father 
of 3 young children - I can only object to the proposal. The plans demonstrate that priority has been 
given to the flow of traffic rather than pedestrians using the town amenities.  

If there is so much money why is nothing done about road junctions in New Mill and the Sovereign 
Crossroads at Shepley. Hollowgate and Bridge Lane both need to be one way., When the A628 is 
closed due to accident or weather where do all heavy goods vehicles go - Holmfirth causing 
massive queues. 

Congestion not Holmfirth problem: it is when accidents happen on motorways causing traffic to 
divert into Holmfirth motorways M1 or M62. 
Holmfirth to be kept as market town where residents can shop locally for many times local produce. 

Whilst it would be lovely to have a less congested town centre, this could only be achieved by 
reducing the volume of traffic! Serious congestion occurs when e.g. Woodhead Pass is closed. 
Congestion varies indiscriminately but can be significant at certain times - e.g. when the school 
children come out.  
Major points of concern: 
- New road in place of market 
- join of this road with road from Greenfield/Holme Moss 
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- nature and volume of traffic on Hollowgate 
Traffic flow from join to Victoria Street 

Proposed changes - overall the present proposal will cause long term damage to the town. 

- Congestion will be caused in other areas + permanently so - all the time. 
- Focus is on traffic instead of people/pedestrians 
- Congestion particularly at bottom of Dunford Road + new exits onto Huddersfield Rd 
- Hollowgate will become a nightmare esp at junction with Rotcher 

1a. Hollowgate would become a bottleneck under the new road layout, as this is a narrow road 
lined by shops and a cliff face rom the junction of the new roundabout to the proposed new road 
across the market.  It would inhibit traffic flow from Rotcher Rd, making it nigh impossible to cross 
Hollowgate or turn left at peak times.  Traffic moving on Hollowgate to turn right into the A6024, 
would have to join the flow of traffic coming from the roundabout, and have to cross this flow in 
order to turn right at the new junction. Also, they would have to cross over the flow of traffic at the 
junction by the Elephant + Castle Pub to proceed along Hollowgate, should they wish to turn right 
onto the A6024. All traffic would be allowed, with the exception of large vehicles, to proceed along 
the entire length of Hollowgate should they wish to turn left on to the A6024. More traffic is being 
directed on to a narrower road which in places is only able to take one lane of traffic at a time!! 
b. There would be 3 junctions on to the A6024 in the space of approx 200yds from Hollowgate 
Bridge to the top of Victoria Street, with large vehicles having to turn across the flow of traffic in the 
middle, as this road is also quite narrow and would need a "yellow box" to allow sufficient space for 
vehicles to turn.  This would spread the congestion even further back on the surrounding roads 
towards Holmbridge and Greenfield Rd, and this is also a narrow road. 
c. Parking spaces are being removed and no alternate parking provided. 
d. Hollowgate would not be able to host local festivals such as the folk festival and good festival 
which brings lots of tourists and business to the town. 
e. The Market Hall will be demolished which also hosts Art festivals throughout the year and so 
brings trade to Holmfirth, not to mention the weekly Thursday market! 
f. By removing the pedestrian crossings at the top of Victoria Street and replacing them with 
nothing but a lowered pavement edge is dangerous to say the least at peak time as this is sure to 
result in accidents. 
g. Two zebra crossings in close proximity to the roundabout would only add to the congestion for 
drivers and hinder the flow of traffic, not to mention increasing the risk of accidents by their 
proximity to so many junctions. 
h. No parking spaces down a one way street, namely Victoria Street, where 2 banks are in close 
proximity for businesses to take their cash, and others to collect produce from businesses such as 
butchers + bakers would damage business trade for small businesses present down Victoria Street 
and also for others using the facilities. 
i. Wider pavements!! Why?! The traffic would be one way, and if the pavements were re-surfaced 
instead of wider, there would be ample space to create parking spaces down one side of the street 
and still have 2 lanes of traffic. 
j. There has been no mention of improving the flow of traffic along Dunford Rd. When residents 
park along one side of the road it is barely wide enough for 2 cars to pass and large vehicles have 
great difficult passing and cause long delays here. 
k. There is no mention of moving the bus stop into the layby outside the Oxfam shop on the A6024 
where it would not obstruct traffic and add to the congestion. 
l. The traffic flows better on the A6024 when the traffic lights don't work!! 

1. Hollowgate - the proposed use of Hollowgate as a one way street will increase the amount of 
traffic. The proposal forces all the traffic from Station Road / Dunford Road who wish to travel onto 
Huddersfield Road / Greenfield Road to pass through the eastern end of Hollowgate. 
2. Junction Rotcher Road / Hollowgate - school children to / from Holmfirth J&I school use Rotcher 
Road to gain access to their school.  This includes pedestrians and cars. Access will become more 
dangerous with the increased traffic using Hollowgate.  Increase in traffic on Hollowgate will cause 
additional delays on the traffic coming from Rotcher Road turning onto Hollowgate. 
3. Holmfirth festivals - by making Hollowgate a one way road and an essential part of the traffic 
management within Holmfirth, there will be a reduction in the available space for the various 
festivals. 
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4. Junction Victoria Street / Huddersfield Road - currently controlled using traffic lights.  The plan 
indicates that these will be removed. As Huddersfield Road remains two way, the access for traffic 
turning right from Huddersfield Road onto Victoria Street will have to wait for a break in the traffic to 
make the turn.  There is less provision for right turning traffic causing additional queuing traffic 
along Huddersfield Road back towards the junction with Greenfield Road.  This will also impact the 
access for traffic making the right turn onto Huddersfield Road from the new road. 

Lack of safety from constant flowing traffic will effect children walking to and from local schools. 
Holmfirth not big enough for more traffic. There is already problems with areas for children crossing 
roads. 

Victoria Street -  I am not convinced that is necessary to remove 'regular' parking on the north east 
side if the Street is made one way, even allowing for additional loading/ disabled provision. 
Hollowgate - Increasing (heavy) traffic on this narrow road past the retail units on the north side 
creates a significant road safety hazard. This is further exacerbated by the additional dangers that 
will be faced, in the absence of appropriate safety measures absent from the provided documents, 
by school children entering the Town from Rotcher Road.  How can delivery lorries coming from 
Huddersfield Road negotiate the proposed mini-roundabout to access Hollowgate? 
The Market - It looks increasingly plausible that the Council has deliberately engineered the decline 
of the market by a combination of its actions / inactions in order to facilitate the development of this 
proposal. 
New Link Road - It is unclear from the plans provided whether the 'new link road' is single or two-
lane; if single the following comment would represent an even greater issue. Large vehicles turning 
west on to the A6024 will need to block both directions whilst executing the manoeuvre, just as will 
those turning east. Waiting for the opportunity to do so in the absence of traffic lights will do nothing 
to smooth traffic flow, undermining the underlying claimed rational of the proposed scheme. 
Parking - The document acknowledges the loss of parking spaces on Victoria Street, but is silent 
on Hollowgate. Are those spaces at the south-eastern end to remain? In any event, the document 
claims that lost parking ' will be replaced'. I see no evidence of such provision in the available 
plans. 
Retail businesses - These plans do nothing to improve the prospects for small local retailers, who 
particularly benefit form the potential of short-term, convenient on-street parking. What 
compensation will such businesses receive during the disruption (18 months?) caused by the 
works? 
Cyclists - What provision is made for cyclists in the new proposals. 
Special events - Much is made of the alleged benefit to Holmfirth itself but these proposals would 
require major (even if possible) changes to the festivals and other events that are an important part 
of the lifeblood and character of the Town. 

I think the proposed plans will increase accidents and speeding through the village, Holmfirth town 
is a market town, me and my family have lived in this village all our lives and strongly oppose any 
plans that will change the current road layout. There must be better way. 

The biggest problem is the crossing Victoria Street and A6024 and box junction are in the wrong 
places by about 20-30feet. Plus the box junctions are NOT adhered to.  

To retain all Hollowgate 

My priority for improvement is for the town to be easier to walk/wheelchair around and to enhance 
the public space for events/festivals. To make access to shops easier so that they can thrive. To 
achieve this the traffic needs keeping away from the centre other than to park for access to 
shops/businesses. Hollowgate and Norridge Bottom have development potential as pedestrian 
spaces and Victoria Street. These would be my priority in any scheme. 

As a resident, my priorities are about the survival of Holmfirth as a community, which means I want 
the town centre to be a pleasant place to walk around, shop, hold events and generally enjoy. 
Making Holmfirth, the oldest street in Holmfirth and the one which can be presently closed for 
festivals etc into part of a roundabout, would not achieve this. Nor do I think the proposal would 
work! 

What a waste of time and money! Could be better spent on conditions of road and pavement 
conditions are terrible! 

Impressed by the innovative road scheme suggested (the preferred option) This should help 
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The proposed route through Holmfirth from Kayes Ironmonger is my habitual route to Greenfield 
Road from Wooldale 

Hopefully the traffic lights will be synchronised enough to allow traffic especially HGV's and double 
decker buses - turning left and right onto A6024, with left turners having sufficient turning space. 

I feel that the traffic jam will simply move onto Hollowgate 

It's at the expense of the community feel Holmfirth presents on the annual occasions of festivals 
and for visitors/tourists. We need the ability to house, markets, walk freely along Hollowgate. The 
subsequent advantages of the change are very low, in comparison 

I think it will spoil Holmfirth centre and it would make more sense to put in another road out of 
Holmfirth centre as in the discounted option. 

I feel that the proposed development will make Holmfirth more congested and will not improve the 
roads at all! Hollowgate needs to be kept for festivals etc and not large lorries. 

Hollowgate too narrow for proposed route. Businesses on Hollowgate will be adversely affected. 
Good idea to have a roundabout at the bottom of Victoria Street to ease traffic turning right into 
Dunford Road and Hollowgate/Rotcher 

Unhappy about pedestrian lack of access across Hollowgate and the proximity of pedestrians to an 
increase volume of traffic. And more traffic from Dunford Road will be using Bridge Lane to reach 
Huddersfield 

At a Kirklees public meeting 2016/17? I asked two questions re development 
1) where residents ae likely to work? 
2) are roads capable of coping with extra traffic 
To question 1) no answer of course and 2) there's a good bus service 

Hollowgate will be totally ruined 

I strongly oppose the bridge idea. I think it will create a gridlock most of the time and through traffic 
will just go round a 'huge' roundabout. 
The proposals would provoke havoc throughout the construction of this strange idea. There will be 
more traffic not less. Parked cars create much of the congestion in the town. I cannot imagine how 
the traffic will flow smoothly on Hollowgate - especially double decker buses. 

An inordinate amount of money for very little. Change will not significantly improve Holmfirth - quite 
the reverse. Holmfirth has a unique community - will be lost due to improvements. 

Stop the lorries which are using Holmfirth as a conduit between the M1 and Lancashire and giving 
no benefit to Holmfirth except congestion. 
Please keep Holmfirth special. With the closure of M&S on May 4th it makes Holmfirth a choice 
destination 

I've already posted my reasons on website. 
Hollowgate is too narrowand buildings too old for all proposed traffic 
Spoilt town centre 
Tourists - impossible 

Station road is already busy - hard to cross at times 

Will encourage traffic through town and discourage pedestrians - i.e. visitors.locals and prioritising 
vehicles over pedestrians 
Hollowgate is totally inappropriate for increased traffic particularly lorries 
Traffic congestion NOT significant to warrant proposals 

Damaging a small market town's heritage and buildings 

Little info at consultation events about the extent of congestion e.g. how long it takes to get through 
town in practice. My experience is that most of the time queuing traffic is acceptable. 
How does the plan reflect the priority for pedestrians/non car users? 

This is not the solution to traffic problems and would destroy the heart of Holmfirth to the detriment 
of tourism 

Whilst there is a need to improve Highway issues this proposal segments the town. The highway 
would become dominant. 

Hollowgate,which has narrow sections,will become congested with HGVs and buses as well as 
normal traffic and will make through journeys longer and create much more pollution as a result.  
The character will change, it will be more dangerous for pedestrians and will not be able to be used 
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for important street events throughout the year.  It is important to retain the character of this unique 
area.  

No guarantee the high cost of the medium cost option will work.  Simple changes under the low 
cost option will actually help.  Changes to traffic lights and using mini-roundabouts will help. 

Somethings has to be done. Dunford Road is a nightmare 

I think it should be left as it is.  Extra parking for tourists out of centre (at new Aldi?).  Too much 
building houses on outskirts of town - increase traffic. 

Hollowgate, Daisy Lane, Norridge Bottom - our 3 unique selling points. Old Holmfirth which attracts 
visitors and sustains our economy. 

If it's not broken don't change it they say. Am happy with how system already is! 

In my opinion the proposed plans would rip the heart out of the town centre. In short it would cause 
more problems than it would solve. We need a different plan! 

A waste of time and money. Restrict heavy good vehicles to 7.5 tonnes from entering the town. 

Hollowgate will not cope with the extra traffic. Junction with Rotcher will be difficult to negotiate 
turning left. 

Take away parking places on Victoria Street, as this is the cause of congestion if there are also 
delivery vans on the other side. 

I would like to see a crossing along Hollowgate near Rotcher Road for the school kids 

The proposed scheme indicates all through traffic needs to pass down Hollowgate. This is FAR 
TOO NARROW for 'normal traffic' let alone heavy commercial vehicles. Hollowgate should be 
pedestrianised. Scheme is basically turning the centre of Holmfirth into a giant roundabout! Needs 
a 'proper' by-pass for Holmfirth. 

On the whole it is a good plan. The zebra crossing on Victoria St needs to remain and a crossing 
on Hollowgate at the bottom of Rotcher Road should be installed 

- Sending HGV along Hollowgate is not an option 
- Losing 4 parking spaces on Victoria Street 
- Losing parking on Hollowgate 
- Closing Victoria Street for festivals & sending traffic along Hollowgate both ways is dangerous 

No thought about school children walking through Holmfirth from either the high school or primary 
school. Will not accommodate the [illegible] wagon turning right towards Holme Moss. Will kill any 
further tourism and make the town centre impossible for locals to visit and use the facilities e.g. 
shops/library/civic hall 

Pedestrian safety has not received enough consideration lack of cycle routes -even if not costed 
into the scheme these should be an integral part of the plans. Again it would be more expensive if 
they were considered separately.  Speed limited to 20 mph if not considered. LGV Ban - no 
mention of one. 

Concerned re potential effect on business and tourism. 
Appears to make it easier to pass through Holmfirth. We need to ensure that people can stop/park 
and enjoy the town. 

Directing traffic (HGV's, buses, cars, vanes) along Hollowgate is in my opinion both impractical and 
very dangerous. Hollowgate is already dangerous for pedestrians and cyclists. Children have to 
cross Hollowgate to get to school up Rotcher. Shops would need demolishing to make a L/H turn 
from Rotcher. Traffic is very heavy down Dunford Rd, under normal circumstances and impossible 
if Woodhead is closed. To get into Huddersfield to obvious turn under your proposals would be to 
turn right up Station Rd and down Bridge Lane. This route is already difficult and dangerous. 

- Hollowgate is too narrow for use by large trucks 
- A roundabout at the bottom of Dunford Rd would not improve congestion 
- Traffic would have difficulty exiting Rocher Rd. 

The high cost option via Hollowgate will wreck Hollowgate. The low cost option to sort out Victoria 
St would be ok. It should be traffic light controlled so that traffic only flows one way at a time, so 
Victoria St could be semi-pedestrianised. 

The unique valley roads do not lend themselves to very large HGv's and pedestrians on a very 
narrow pavement. Very dangerous for mothers and young children and prams. 
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- By losing parking spaces on Victoria Street, I will now have to carry large amounts of cash, to the 
bank from a car park no where near the bank, which puts me as a female at risk of been mugged. 
My safety would be put at risk as I can now park outside Lloyds and pop in. 
- Park which is proposed on Victoria Street is discriminating against the able bodied. 

If you want to rip the heart of the town to shreds then this is the right plan to go for. There will be a 
knock on effect to tourism so you'll be able to save money by closing the tourist information centre! 
Well Done! Typical Kirklees planning 

There is no sense in destroying the friendly community of Holmfirth to merely allow free flowing 
traffic pass through the town centre. This constant passing traffic brings no benefit to the economy, 
in fact it would completely destroy the centre as a pleasant environment in which to shop and 
congregate. 

Worried about pollution especially from wagons. Would rather the emphasis was on pedestrians 
then vehicles. Mini roundabouts are rarely observed. Concerned about children crossing 
Hollowgate to Rocher (Nab School) and faster/steady flow of traffic. 

Low cost option OK. Give priority to right turning traffic from Victoria Street up Dunford Rd from 
vehicles coming onto Victoria Street. 

I believe the proposed plan is excessive and if carried out would incentivise more drivers to drive 
through Holmfirth - decreasing traffic should be our aim. Restricting heavy goods vehicles should 
be our aim too - less pollution, better for pedestrians and cyclists. 

Seems a lot is lost for little gain and 'what if's' - see below don't seem to have been 
considered/modelled. 

Traffic management has to be improved but consideration needs to be given to pedestrians and 
environmental impact. 

My initial comments relate to the narrow road and even narrower pavement in Hollowgate. It would 
virtually eliminate festival use. 
It would encourage even more artic lorries and through traffic of this nature to the detriment of 
residents and visitors. No mention of winter weather - this year has been unusual. 

Lack of safe crossing point for children to access Rotcher Road at the junction of Hollowgate. Lack 
of children/elderly/infirm safety resulting from continually flowing traffic. Potential increase in traffic 
decreasing pedestrian safety. Potential increase in pollution due to more traffic - due to better 
access through the town. Increased risk to school children from Holmfirth JIN School accessing 
national curriculum requirement e.g. swimming, trips, walks 

1. Involves demolition of the market & 3 shops at Hollowgate. 
2. Possible loss of car park space by markets? 
3. Retains 2 existing zebra crossings which cause traffic blockage at present. 
4. Does nothing to alleviate HGV problem ie Plevins 
5. Detrimental to the appearance of the central area. 

I am very worried about what will happen as a result of the proposed plans - I do not think they will 
improve the situation. I do not think the traffic is bad enough to warrant doing all this work. I would 
really miss the market also. 

Sheet attached with comments 

Scrap the whole idea!! 
Why - an accident waiting to happen. You do not widen pavements to increase traffic flow. 
1. Hollowgate is too narrow for the number of HGV's that currently go up Victoria Street. 
2. Any accident in Hollowgate up to the proposed new bridge would block Hollowgate back to the 
bottom of Dunford Road so where would the traffic go? a. vehicles from new mill would have to go 
down Bridge Lane which is too narrow. b. Turned round in the bus station and returned up New Mill 
Road. c. Diverted up Dunford Road - no good due the number of parked vehicles up to wash pit 
new road preventing clear two-way traffic. 
3. Also consider all the extra traffic including HGVs which are diverted through Holmfirth when the 
Flouch to Tintwistle Road is blocked, Dunford Road becomes a nightmare. 
4. Consider all the traffic going on Hollowgate when parents and children are going to the school up 
Rocher. 
5. The pavement on Hollowgate at present is too narrow when delivery lorries go by. Widening it 
would narrow the road thereby making it a danger again to pedestrians. 
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6. Reposition the crossing by Kayes to nearer the bus station entrance. 
7. Victoria Street should remain two-way traffic but ban any parking including taxis to maintain 
traffic flow. 
8. Forget installing shrubbery etc. until the road layout has proved itself correct 
9. Make Bridge Lane one-way, downhill. Too many drivers causing near misses at the junction with 
New Mill Road. 

How does building a roundabout at the bottom of Dunford Rd, marking Victoria St one way, sending 
all the traffic along Hollowgate and pulling down Market Hall benefit the people and business of 
Holmfirth. 
This is about time and efficiency in getting the most amount of traffic through Holmfirth in the 
shortest time, which does nothing to encourage people to visit Holmfirth but will increase the 
number of heavy goods vehicles travelling through the town. 
Stop people parking selfishly on Victoria St with signs and penalties and place weight restrictions 
on Hollowgate to prevent lorries getting stuck on the original bridge and ban vehicles of a certain 
weight from entering Holmfirth with signs on alternative routes to advise. 
The plan itself seems to make Holmfirth centre look as if there is plenty of space to go along 
Hollowgate and turn right on to this 'new bridge' this really isn't the case and will cause pedestrian 
injuries to increase the congestion will just be moved to another area of the town, the same will 
apply with the roundabout at the bottom of Dunford Rd. The roundabout will be congested by those 
back tracking along Hollowgate and residents of Rocher having to negotiate this to be able to do a 
left turn. 

The plan does not take into account the safety of school children getting to and from the Nab 
School up Rotcher, crossing the main road to the bus station. 

They cannot address the issue of the topography of the town. By the nature of its site in the 
Pennines, being entirely unsuited to the high volume of traffic it suffers. The changes to hollowgate 
and Victoria St can in no way provide sufficient width for the heavy traffic creating danger to 
pedestrians and extreme discomfort to the businesses and possible closure of same. There will be 
similar or worse hold-ups at the points of convergence with the Woodhead Rd, as previously. More 
bus chaos. 
Parking: The vehicles no longer able to park in certain existing areas will no doubt add to the road 
narrowing line of vehicles parked for a long way up the Woodhead, Dunford and Greenfield Roads. 
This in itself is a danger and frustration to other road users. The Pioneer and Sands car parks are 
already in full use at busy times of the week. 

Having read the FAQ's relating to the Town Access Plan, it is clear to me that the major decision 
has already been taken, i.e. to adopt a "medium cost option", and the scope and features of that 
medium cost option. As I understand it, therefore, you are looking for comment only on how the 
medium cost proposals may be 'fine-tuned'. Immediately, therefore, I would say that you have not 
given local residents (and no-one is better placed) the opportunity to tell you what the real problems 
are. I am note that the team considering proposals does not include anyone who lives locally. 
 
The last series of 'improvements', i.e. re-sequencing of the traffic lights at the top of Victoria Street 
and the addition of two new zebra crossings, one at the bottom of Victoria Street and one on 
Towngate, did nothing to improve matters, but if anything, made matters worse. Had the traffic 
lights on Huddersfield Road remained as they were, but with a filter being added for traffic turning 
right down Victoria Street, things would have been better. The two aforementioned zebra crossings 
are far too close together and have introduced additional delays for traffic, showing little regard for 
traffic management. As part of the current proposals, I see that the Towngate zebra crossing will be 
moved slightly (?) but, irrespective, I should like to see both zebra crossings become Pelican 
Crossings, which are sequenced in with traffic control lights. 
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I wish to object to the proposed changes: 
- We need to reduce pollution and traffic flow through town centre. This scheme would encourage 
more through traffic, especially heavy goods and long distance. 
- Air quality and pedestrian access should be the focus. Children from Nabb School, older people 
and pedestrians generally, would be exposed to more, not less, pollution and danger from traffic. 
Likewise cyclists who should be encouraged. 
- Hollowgate is too narrow for such traffic. 
- The proposals would create an inner ring-road which would divide the town and threaten small 
businesses. 
There is certainly a traffic, pollution and public safety issue in Holmfirth but this is not the solution. 
 
For whose benefit is this designed - heavy goods and long distance vehicles OR children, adults, 
older people, environment and tourists? 

The Market - it looks increasingly plausible that the Council has deliberately engineered the decline 
of the market by a combination of its actions/inactions in order to facilitate the development of this 
proposal. 
New Link Road - It is unclear from the plans provided whether the 'new link road' is single or two-
lane; if single the following comment would represent an even greater issue. 
Large vehicles turning west on to the A6024 will need to block both directions whilst executing the 
manoeuvre, just as will those turning east. Waiting for the opportunity to do so in the absence of 
traffic lights will do nothing to smooth traffic flow, undermining the underlying claimed rational of the 
proposed scheme. 
Victoria Street - I am not convinced that it is necessary to remove 'regular' parking on the north east 
side if the street is made one way, even allowing for additional loading/disabled provision. 
Hollowgate - increasing (heavy) traffic on this narrow road past the retail units on the north side 
creates a significant road safety hazard. This is further exacerbated by the additional dangers that 
will be faced, in the absence of appropriate safety measures absent from the provided documents, 
by school children entering the Town from Rotcher Road. How can delivery lorries coming from 
Huddersfield Road negotiate the proposed mini-roundabout to access Hollowgate? 
Parking - The document acknowledges the loss of parking spaces on Victoria Street, but is silent 
on Hollowgate. Are those spaces at the south-eastern end to remain? In any event, the document 
claims that lost parking 'will be replaced'. I see no evidence of such provision in the available plans. 
Retail businesses - these plans do nothing to improve the prospects for small local retailers, who 
particularly benefit from the potential of short-term, convenient on-street parking. What 
compensation will such businesses receive during the disruption (18 months?) causes by the 
works? 
Cyclists - What provision is made for cyclists in the new proposals. 
Special events - Much is made of the alleged benefit to Holmfirth itself but these proposals would 
require major (even if possible) changes to the festivals and other events that are an important part 
of the lifeblood and character of the Town. 

I strongly object to the proposed 'improvements' to Holmfirth town centre. Firstly your form is 
dreadful and talks only of passing 'through' the town not getting into it - Holmfirth is a beautiful, 
historic, vibrant town - famous for its beauty and TV series. People want to come into it not merely 
pass through! 
The terminology of the form is also heavily loaded and leading 'how difficult you find it' rate your 
experience of congestion etc. 
Holmfirth is a historical town; it hosts many festivals mainly on the street you wish to make the 
focus of your improvements - Hollowgate. Tourists flock to Hollowgate in search of Compo + Nora's 
houses at the end. They pause for fish + chips and look onto the river. 
Hollowgate hosts the old beast market and was noted in the [illegible] of the town. People use the 
length of the street to get form one end of the town to the other - walking alongside the River 
Holme. 
Your intended 'improvements' would cut one half of the town away from the other. Isolating 
businesses and homes at the far end. 
The street is way too narrow to take the traffic you propose - buses + arctic trucks! All it would take 
is one badly parked vehicle, one break down/puncture or one delivery van to partially block this 
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narrow street and the whole of Holmfirth would be blocked.  The turnings into Hollowgate from 
Victoria Street and from Rotcher, would be ridiculously tight and access to and from Rotcher and 
also Goose Green would be badly affected. 
There seems little thought to pedestrian crossing. The newly busy Hollowgate. This is a major 
school route! Your plans are dangerous in this respect. 
With regard to traffic flow - I do not recognise that Holmfirth has any major issues with congestion. I 
believe you own reports verify this? If carried out these 'improvements' will turn Holmfirth into a 
roundabout and a throughway which will ruin the area and increase the volume of traffic. 
The impact on the businesses will be devastating and without those we have no town. 

Victoria Street is unsuitable for the amount of traffic it has to bear. Perhaps a weight and size 
restriction would lessen the traffic considerably. 
A huge pantechnicon names 'Pelvin' from Mossley is a regular offender. 
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A2 – comment about proposals (1506) 
Please use the section below to provide your comments on these proposed improvements: 

I believe these proposals are terrible and a very bad idea indeed. It will fragment the centre of 
holmfirth cutting off shops and still keeping a large volume of traffic going through the centre.  
 
I feel a better idea would be to link the a635 station road through the car park adjacent to it through 
to the coop car park to then rejoin the 6024 road via market street past Henderson’s opticians. This 
would achieve the same results with out fragmenting the centre of holmfirth and also minimise 
disruption to most central businesses during the construction. You also need to address the issues 
of traffic lights and zebra crossings and perhaps install pelican crossings interlinked to the main 
traffic lights.  
Please take notes of our views as. Or ally as a council you do not  

Leave the road as they are. Lose one of the pedestrian crossings. They hold up the traffic 

They sell a sensible approach 

Strongly disagree with the proposed alterations. You will be turning Holmfirth centre into one large 
roundabout  and totally loosing the character of the town.  Look at Hebden Bridge where it has now 
been pedestrianised and is an attractive place to visit.  I don’t consider the proposed alterations will 
help at all, you will get a massive congestion at the bottom of Dunford Road and the road coming 
down from New Mill all trying to get through Hollowgate. It’s madness. 

Victoria Street is the main problem. Make sure that the unloading bay has a time restriction on it. 
There will be continued congestion in a big way, from deliveries on the road coming out of Holmfirth 
(from outside the library) towards greenfield road.  

The planned option will still bring all A635 traffic through the centre of holmfirth 

Making some roads one way seems practical, Hollogate for example  

Although the proposals are good with regards to making Victoria Street a one way street, I think the 
main consideration should be banning HGVs coming through Holmfirth. This is what causes the 
main disruption for drivers and pedestrians. I don't see that the HGVs will be able to use 
Hollowgate. 

Comments on proposed option: 
1)It will probably increase congestion on Hollowgate.                                                  
2)Prevents use of Hollowgate for annuals festivals such as the Folk Festival and Food Festivals 
(also loss of Market Hall which is used). 
3) Make it very difficult to exit from Rotcher Road (it already very bad at school times). 
4) Increase northbound traffic flow on Bridge Lane behind the Coop which is already hazardous. 
5) It will introduce an extra set of traffic lighting on Huddersfield Road, very close to the current set 
on Victoria Street which is likely to cause congestion at busy times. 
6) New bridge in the centre could well be an eyesore with large retaining wall adjacent carpark. 
7) Feels to be turning centre of Holmfirth into a roundabout with queuing traffic everyway. It will be 
very much like system employed in Milnsbridge which is a complete disaster and has done nothing 
for the town Centre. 

One of the only ways to attract more people into Holmfirth is to make it easy for them to get there. 
Parking and parking charges are an issue. Two zebra crossing within 20 ft of each other has 
created congestion according to our drivers. Large vehicles unloading on Victoria Street causes 
congestion. Traffic light sequences cause congestion and traffic sometimes flows easier when 
lights are inoperative 

as above 

As towns go, Holmfirth does not have traffic problem that needs fixing. Please use money in areas 
where there is a dire need, eg schools 

See this alternative proposal which makes more sense. 
[redacted] 

Suggest that lorries can't pass through Holmfirth, so it won't be as busy. 
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My experience of travelling through Holmfirth (from Meltham through to New Mill area) via car, is 
generally that it isn't too bad.  The main problems I see are twofold:  1) . when huge lorries are 
travelling through the centre and they totally block the area around the lights on Victoria Street (as 
they need to swing out right to turn left and still nearly hit the traffic queueing along Hudds Rd, in 
front of library).  This causes back ups up Dunford Rd, Greenfield Rd, Huddersfield Rd and New 
Mill Rd.  I do not see that the preferred option will deal with this and such large vehicles will still 
have difficulty turning left or right onto Huddersfield Road from the New Link Road.  As such, I do 
not see the preferred option will achieve anything by way of easing traffic congestion.  Large 
vehicles like this are not suitable for the centre of Holmfirth and need directing away and only the 
more expensive option seems to do this (link behind Post office building).  2)  Delivery Lorries on 
Huddersfield Rd (either near the grocers or further down towards Mezze/Winking Stag) also block 
entire lanes in the morning, creating chaos around the bottom of Greenfield Rd.  Issues such as 
these are not even addressed in your proposals.  Additionally, the focus seems very much to be on 
reducing journey times and not so much on making the area pleasant for pedestrians.  The plans 
do not also seem to consider what parking may be needed.  As a local resident, it is sometimes 
impossible to park in Holmfirth on a weekend if you need to nip to shops, so unfortunately, we tend 
to head out of the town to supermarkets/retail parks instead.  Again, this issue is not addressed. 

Would help but Holmfirth is just a network of through roads with no scope for any kind of 
desperately needed bypass.  

I think the proposed improvements will benefit the town. They should make it easier to drive 
through (huddersfield road) as I normally end up going a longer way go get home if I know the 
roads are going to be congested. 

Suggest that lorries don’t pass through Holmfirth, instead go a different route. 

I think you are making it better for car drivers at the expense of pedestrians and the town centre. 
Rather than having just one road throng with traffic you will have 2 roads throng with traffic. The 
town centre will effectively just be a big ring road, this will make the town less attractive and the air 
quality worse. 

Instead of the proposed scheme stop all parking in Victoria Street apart from loading and 
unloading. Pull down the market hall and use the space for car parking. Replace one parking space 
outside Barclay's bank. Re-instate the parking spaces in the bus station car park. Leave the lay by 
next to the parish church as it is. Reassess the traffic lights at the top of Victoria Street. Provide 
warning signs for HGV's when there is congestion in Holmfirth. 

Victoria street needs to be one way 100%. 

The proposals state the removal of on street parking on Victoria street, but then proceed to say that 
3 disabled parking bays and 2 loading bays are included thus no reduction.  
Hollowgate is currently one of the prettiest parts of Holmfirth and making this a major route will 
have a major impact on events that staged in Holmfirth by this I mean the food festival and the folk 
festival. It will also remove the main venue for many of the arts festivals and markets that 
encourage trade in Homfirth.  
Reading the plan it seems the sole intention is to make the centre of Holmfirth one big roundabaout 
making it hard for people to just walk around the centre, further killing trade.  
I would also like to ask if when the traffic surveys have taken place if any consideration was given 
to traffic events outside of the normal. By this I mean the closure of Woodhead Pass or more far 
afield crashes or closures on the M62. Both of these have a significant impact on Holmfirth, but in 
themselves are becoming more frequent. This means the issue is NOT Holmfirth but the wider 
inadequate traffic infrastructure.  
The plan also makes no reference to sustainable transport. Why would it be necessary to have a 
bus stop on Victoria Street or Hollowgate when there is a bus station less than 200m away.  
There appears to be no provision for cyclists, something which is a massive positive impact on the 
centre although changing the traffic flow may make an impact on this it is not positive.  
There appears to be no plan to increase cycle parking.  
The modelling will have only taken into account the traffic flow. What about modelling foot flow into 
shops and what impact the new traffic might have on this?  
Using the monies to make the road infrastructure around Holmfirh useable might be a better idea. If 
we just look at South Lane for instance this is suffering from subsidence and has major suspension 
damaging potholes, it is not really suitable for the volume of modern cars using it. This was raised 
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when the extensive developments were approved on Cinderhills and in Scholes yet Kirklees have 
chosen to ignore this and seem hell bent of doing a bid infrastructure project that will not really 
benefit people who are resident in or around Holmfirth.  

Overall the scheme should offer some benefits subject to comments in previous questions. 

I really feel strongly against the plans. I walk into the village with my Pram and go around the 
Market every Saturday morning buying all our fruit and vegetables for the week ahead & buy other 
foods from the stalls within. I then typically buy cards for the coming week from Celebrations in 
Victoria street, sometimes we pop into the bakery. We swap my 1year olds library books, perhaps 
buy a bunch of daffodils at the florists, have a coffee in one of the nice cafes before walking back 
up Dunford Road and onto Under Bank End Road.  
We do this because we love the market and the village atmosphere. These plans propose to lose 
the very thing (the market) that I love most about Holmfirth and turn it into what is in effect a large 
square roundabout. I would absolutely not use the village in the same was as I do if the market 
wasn’t there-i would use an out of town supermarket to buy our supplies and stop spending money 
supporting local businesses-indeed I would have to spend more money on fuel to drive out of the 
village and the more expensive produce that supermarkets offer.  
 
I would beg that planners re think these plans and perhaps simply “do nothing”. If there is an urge 
to spend, great us to a nice resurfacing. 
Please don’t turn our beautiful village into a giant roundabout. 

A one way system could be helpful in easing congestion but there should be a hgv ban or road 
widening to allow lorries to pass through if possible. Footpaths are not wide enough so travelling 
through town on foot can be difficult if you have a pushchair.  
Walking through the town can be unsafe, especially where you have children.  
There also needs to be speed cameras on the major routes into town including greenfield road and 
dunford road where the national speed limit turns to 30mph.  

It would invite more lorries and HGVs through the centre. 
Roundabouts are busy, fast and unpleasant. 
The banned right turn on the existing Hollowgate junction would cause confusion, more traffic and 
3-point-turns on A6024. 

It seems as if the preferred option would simply move queuing traffic from Victoria Street to the new 
link road. Do we really need as many disabled parking bays? Are there enough blue badge users to 
justify this? 

The options provide will not make any difference to the congested in Holmfirth Centre, it will just 
move it around a differently way.  The expense of doing this is not justified. 

Narrow minded, poorly thought out, trying to solve a problem that doesn’t actually exist, focussed 
on a kpi of traffic flow rather than community space and cohesion  
Extremely poor. 

Of course KMC discounts the most expensive even though most money not coming from the 
council but this option would be the best! 

I do not believe building the access road from Hollowgate would work well for local business in a 
variety of ways.  

I think it will bring more trucks to the area and cause more congestion. I think it will have an 
adverse effect on businesses and tourism for hollowgate and Victoria street and ruin the look and 
feel to our beautiful and already functional village. 

Stupid, you have not at all taken into account the uniqueness of Holmfirth and it’s landscape or it’s 
roads. Until you actually do so your preferred option makes as much sense as putting tea into your 
fuel tank and expecting your car to work perfectly. 

Demolition of properties along Hollowgate would be detrimental to the conservation area, and a 
new bridge across the river where the Market Hall currently stands will just increase traffic. Traffic 
turning left and right at the junction of the new bridge and Huddersfield road will be another 
congestion point, unless more traffic lights are installed. Delivery bays, disabled bays on Victoria st 
will inevitably create obstacles to traffic and people will pull in to these spaces to use shops on 
Victoria St. as they do now. 

Concerns about traffic coming down/going up Rotcher. Access looks worse here. 
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A more viable alternative is to put the "new bridge" where Lodges/Sainsbury's is. I'm sure they are 
going broke with the huge Co-Op and Lidl to contend with, so will probably sell cheap. At Station 
Road, the traffic should be diverted onto a "new road" next to the bus station, over a bridge onto 
Huddersfield Road. Easy. And if Sainsbury's won't sell, put the bridge further down (loss of the 
lovely park ) from Station Road. Make a new road just before the computer shop, bridge over the 
river to the Crown Bottom car park  (which is already mostly owned by Kirklees Council) and join up 
to Huddersfield Road at School Street/Market Street, which is plenty wide enough and you would 
only lose one row of car parks. 

Think about your crossing points, it’s those that cause the traffic, why get rid of a building that could 
be used to bring people into the town!! We want people to come to holmfirth not just drive through!! 

No crossing facility on Hollowgate - how will children cross between Victoria Street and Rotcher. 
Remember Rotcher is the main access to Holmfirth J&I school. This has been forgotten or ignored 
in this scheme 

Victoria Street cannot be one way. A mini roundabout will endanger pedestrians. Improved 
pedestrian crossing are needed anyway. 

I don't think a roundabout at the bottom of Dunford Road will improve flow on that road. You will 
end up with queues everywhere.  

The proposals look like they might work 

Please retain Holmfirth as it should be. 
The ban of heavy duty lorries through the village needs to in place. 
This would improve the traffic flow. 
Holmfirth should be protected from major road changes and kept to its original layout for the sake 
of the village look and feel. 
The plans need to consider other traffic easing options before tearing up the village. 
The village feel will be lost if these changes go ahead. 
Park and ride is an option that hasn't been mentioned or even considered. 
More parking outside the village to obtained. 

Short of a bypass the scheme appears well considered and will at least go someway to mitigate the 
impact of congestion on the town centre.  

Very positive you will get a fight from the older generation as they are stuck in there way of thinking 
but towns villages need to improve and evolve as the world does,I see the traffic as it is puts me off 
and I try go else where if possible orcaround nee road would be the perfect option. Thank  

Divert LGVs using the A616 towards A628 and improve this road with parking restrictions 

These plans are not conducive with The Market town that is Holmfirth which is a place to visit and 
enjoy,and live. Your plans are for people passing through and not for people to stop and visit, are 
you trying to kill off our Pleasant town with your hair brained schemes.May I suggest you go back to 
the drawing board to the and rethink your plans.Has a long term resident I think your plans do not 
take into consideration the People who live or work in HOLMFIRTH      

Stupid idea. Object is the strongest terms.  

I am slightly concerned over where the proposed new road between Hollowgate and the main road 
would go, as something will have to go make space. If this is the car park opposite the library would 
there still be enough car parking in Holmfirth? Particulalry as getting rid of parking in Victoria - 
although I think this is great and the unloading space are a good idea. There may even be other 
places that could benefit from that, for example up by Ashley Jackson Gallery or at the bottom of 
Dunford Road?  

The proposed development rids Holmfirth of a valuable space in the Market Hall, and will no doubt 
still lead to traffic backing up on Dunford Road, Hollowgate and New Mill Road. The centre of town 
will become a traffic highway and far less attractive to visit as a shopper and a resident 
I must also say that the consultation questions only allow me to register as resident or business 
owner when I am in fact both. I also travel through Holmfirth to work as well as to shop and use the 
town amenities. When you analyse the results and group me into whichever category you do the 
results will only be part of the story so I would suggest that there is a flaw in the questionnaire 

See comments above 

An interesting opportunity to relieve unnecessary congestion and pollution in the central area. 
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The mini roundabout will create a very difficult junction for traffic turning right from Victoria Street 
into Hollowgate. It will also give preference to traffic on Town Gate causing the traffic to queue up 
Dunford Road during busy periods. This junction would be better controlled by traffic lights instead 
of the mini roundabout. 

I think they're stupid - for the disruption they will cause, the outcome isn't worth it. There is still 
going to be congestion and traffic in Holmfirth, there are still the same number of cars on the road, 
this will just cause more delays, and when Hoolowgate is backed up, without traffic lights, it will 
back up Dunford Road and beyond. How about, stop building unnecessary houses! People move 
here because it's nice, not because there is a housing shortage. These new houses are the cause 
of the congestion! 

(see previous) 

I agree with all of them  

Unnecessary. Waste of money. Will push pedestrians out of the centre such as Hollowgate, 
therefore footfall for shops. We will lose parking spaces for visitors. 

See above 

Crazy if you genuinely believe this will alleviate the traffic congestion. See comments above. 
Additionally the existing pedestrian crossings and traffic lights mean that within one hundred metres 
there are 5 ways to cross the same road which does increase pedestrian safety but rather slows 
traffic flow. What you are proposing is going to divert large amounts of wagons and lorries into a 
route that is simply not capable of accommodating it.  

Looks like a good sensible plan selected. 

As above these changes aren’t necessary imo. Immediate concerns are... 
 
1. Easier passage through equals more traffic, particular hgvs. There is no congestion and pollution 
problem currently, there might be after these proposals which will make it a more effective route for 
large vehicles. 
 
2. The crossing moving from the bottom of dunford road will cause a road safety issue as people 
wanting access to Victoria street will likely not use the crossing further up. 
 
3. Less parking spaces, more space for taxis and more disabled spaces to sit empty or have large 
cars driven by able bodied people sat in them. Parking is a genuine issue in holmfirth, this will 
make it worse. 
 
4. Will this ruin the character of holmfirth, who will oversee design and materials used to ensure it is 
appropriate, a local company or a larger company. I want to see local possibly reclaimed stone 
used so as not to ruin the character of the town. 
 
5. In what was will a mini roundabout and one way system attract people to the town. The town is 
already very popular, the problem holmfirth has is sky high business rates and landlords being 
allowed to sit on prime retail premises leaving them empty. This scheme offers nothing to make 
holmfirth more attractive to visitors and everything to vehicles wanting to use it as a rat run. 

main concern is market hall 

In my opinion the new plan, at best , will make no difference to the congestion and will probably 
make it even worse than it is now. All that traffic / HGV’s going down hollowgate would be a 
nightmare. The only plan which would make any sense would be the high cost option without the 
Hollogate re-vamp i.e leave it as it is. Make Holmfirth centre limited access .... deliveries, essential 
services etc.. In other words build the bypass and get it right first time and not waste  tax payers 
money on something which isn’t fit for purpose. Don’t spoil our town for the sake of cheapness. 

All the scheme will do is increase the volume of vehicular movements especially larger vehicles, 
take away much needed parking and turn Holmfirth into a place where people pass through rather 
than visit and spend money in the community. With the increase the volume of vehicular 
movements it will increase pollution. I am also concerned about the recent new double yellow lines 
between the Holmfirth Technical Collage and LIDL. This has speeded up the traffic coming into 
Holmfirth and pushed the cars that parked there to the other side of Holmfirth and the traffic lights 
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so they can find parking. This has added to the traffic congestion and pollution so having the 
opposite effect on what this plan is meant to do.       

Where exactly do you suggest that the community places the market hall?  There will be even more 
congestion at the bottom of Dunford road as traffic will all be trying to turn right. 

I am concerned that the heart and 'feel' of Holmfirth will be adversely affected, as the market is an 
integral part of the town centre, especially at weekends.  I am also concerned that cars may travel 
too quickly through the centre, if the congestion is relieved - at least the modest levels of existing 
congestion force the cars to slow to a safe speed. 

There should be a definite weight/size of vehicle restriction on roads. Positioning of zebra crossings 
on junctions is a hazard. So pelican crossing would be better. Maybe even utilising roundabouts 
and one way systems. 

I agree there are times when the traffic heavy in Holmfirth but this new plan is sacrificing parts of 
the town that have character and just turning them into a constant flow of traffic. There wont be 
parking in front of the shops either on Victoria street or Hollowgate.  
There is a school up Rotcher and the children generally cross over Hollowgate at the start where it 
would now become wider and there is no safe place for them to stop. This isnt just at the end and 
the start of the school day. The school regularly walks the children down into Holmfirth for events 
and activities. This will make it very dangerous for them as traffic off roundabouts doesnt slow.  
The big lorries that use Holmfirth on a regular basis will either drive over or destroy the mini 
roundabout. Even with a bit of road widening I dont think there is space for them to 'go round' (have 
you seen the size of the Plevin lorries?)  
Lastly its waste of time putting planters in because they dont get maintained!! 

Plans look well modelled I would be interested in knowing how Hollowgate would take the 
articulated lorries betwwn the bakers and the retaining wall. The footway is already narrower than it 
should be and people often step into the road to pass one and other.  

Overall I think such drastic changes will encourage more people to drive through Holmfirth if there 
is this extra capacity.  

The plans are terrible. You haven’t specified how long this would take. It would cause more 
mayhem with the road works causing people being late for work. 

Go with the low cost option of widening the pavement on Victoria Street and try and attract some 
decent shops. There are many problems in Holmfirth - and as someone who drives through it at 
least twice a day every day I don't think that traffic is one of them ! 



 

201 | P a g e  
 

1. According to the plan, all traffic through Holmfirth would travel along Hollowgate. Presumably, 
this will include buses and large vehicles travelling between Dunford Road, New Mill and 
Huddersfield Road. Hollowgate has a relatively high pedestrian footfall going to shops such as the 
Edinburgh Woollen Mill, etc. Will the increased size and number of vehicles cause potential conflict 
with pedestrians? 
 
2. The turn into Hollowgate from Victoria Street appears to be very tight, especially for larger 
vehicles. Has a swept path analysis been done on this? From the layout, large vehicles will have to 
completely miss out the mini-roundabout and treat it as a simple right turn. 
 
3. The right turn from the new link road is likely to be impeded by queuing traffic. Most queues at 
the top of Victoria Street are for vehicles turning right off Huddersfield Road. Has a yellow box 
marking, at the very least, been considered here? 
 
4. The left turn from Rotcher Road, necessary for vehicles wanting to reach Huddersfield Road, 
looks difficult for a car and almost impossible for, say, a bin wagon or delivery vehicle. Again, has 
this been confirmed as possible by a swept path analysis. If they can't make that turn, how do they 
reach Huddersfield Road? From what I can see, you appear to expect them to turn right and do a 
U-turn around the mini-roundabout to get back along Hollowgate to reach Huddersfield Road. 
 
5. Where are the loading bays for the shops on Victoria Street and for the shops on Hollowgate, 
such as the Kirkwood Hospice shop, which has daily deliveries? 
 
6. The pedestrian crossing which has moved closer to the bus station is now off the pedestrian 
desire line between Victoria Street and the square outside the church. Will pedestrians make the 
detour, or will they cross by the mini-roundabout? 
 
 7. There is potential conflict between vehicles turning right off Huddersfield Road into Victoria 
Street, which is a movement made by a significant number of vehicles, and traffic heading straight 
on south-west bound on the A6024. The only control here, under your plan, appears to be a pelican 
crossing which, when not in use, will not stop south-west bound vehicles. 
 
8. One of the main causes of congestion is the pedestrian crossing on Victoria Street. This is 
heavily used by pedestrians and cause vehicles to back up. Have you considered a pelican 
crossing here to ease congestion? It's interesting that you feel the need for a yellow box marking 
on Victoria Street, which suggests you expect queuing traffic here. 

As above. 

Very excited by the new plans.  

Stop big lorries using the town's roads.  One way traffic along Hollowgate.  Roundabout at bottom 
of Dunford Road. 

Congestion on Dunford Road is a major problem, the proposed mini roundabout is welcomed but it 
needs to be large enough to deal with a large volume of buses and HGV's which travel through the 
town centre. Traffic from Dunford Road towards Huddersfield is diverted along Hollowgate onto the 
new link road and then right onto Huddersfield Road - I expect that there will be congestion at the 
junction of the new link road with Huddersfield Road so congestion (assuming that the new mini 
roundabout operates freely) will be transferred from one location to another. Hollowgate will 
become more heavily used by traffic, this will make a less attractive environment than current. 

They will obviously help the flow of traffic but I don't think they go far enough to improve the 
attractiveness of the town centre and the riverside. 

Doubt if it will change any thing. Too much traffic trying to use the the same bit of road today. 

none apart from the above 

They are not improvements to the town of Holmfirth just an attempt to improve the journey time of 
those passing through. 

I approve the plans on the whole with my comments above making a small change to the proposals 
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I think that anything that can keep the market hall would be very useful for the town. Given there is 
not other current viable site for a market Holmfirth would lose a variety of stall that bring a lot to the 
area. 

I agree with making changes to Holmfirth Roads (I actually believe that there are a number of other 
roads that need looking at, such as the junction in New Mill and making Bridge Lane one way, both 
of which would reduce congestion), but it would be nice also to see a good expansion (I can't tell 
from the plans how extensive the current proposed expansions are) to pavement space and 
walking spaces as pavements in Holmfirth are narrow and when the centre is busy, it is difficult to 
walk around. 

I also believe that there are too many new houses being built in areas that are already difficult to 
access, and so making access even harder, and thus adding to the congestion problem. 

Overall I think it will be an improvement but before spending the money and carrying out the works 
(which in themselves will cause serious congestion) the plans need to be looked at from the 
perspective of all parties and not allowing extra room for pedestrians to hinder the flow of traffic 
through the town. 

As above 

I think the preferred option could make a big difference, at least in the short to medium term. The 
one-way system, resited crossings and mini-roundabout should definitely help, although one would 
not want to make it easier for large HGVs to negotiate the town.  However it will be a pity to lose 
the Market Hall - in my opinion it is criminal that this has not been opened up for other uses and so 
has become redundant. Could the new link road from Hollowgate not go through the existing 
adjacent car park? I'm also concerned about traffic turning right from this new road onto Woodhead 
Rd so close to the existing lights with queuing traffic and car park exits - how would this be 
regulated? No lights, two sets of lights or just one set? 

Those who plan these things need to live in Holmfirth for a year at least 

If there are lights at the top of Victoria St which I assume is a must, How do you propose to get 
traffic turning right to Hudds, out of Hollowgate?.  
If it's not free to roll out there will quickly be a block on the new mini roundabout.This is just one of 
numerous concerns I have. 

See above. 

I’m unsure the proposed would make any difference. If Huddersfield road is busy (cars waiting at 
lights in front of the library) would the traffic not build up on the new link road while cars wait to 
join? 

I think the mini roundabout is a good idea for traffic heading out from dun ford road. However I don't 
think it will do anything to ease the traffic heading north from Victoria Street. 

The preferred scheme needs to be scrapped and started again from a town centre regeneration 
perspective not a highways perspective. It will destroy the town as a tourist destination and lead to 
more businesses closing down. The market hall needs making into aproper market with resident 
tenants, there needs to be a social area near the river at the bottom of the car park linking onto 
Hollowgate so as to make that are a pleasant shopping, social area to attract more people into 
Holmfirth to stay and spend. A 60s highways scheme stops this. 

Hollowgate is not wide enough for articulated trucks to travel down while ensuring that pedestrians 
are kept safe. The pavement outside the shops on the right hand side (while travelling out of 
Holmfirth, is already narrow and if trucks were to pass it would be very dangerous to anyone 
coming out of these shops.  It is barely safe enough now with the passage of cars. 

Not only will the traffic flow undoubtedly ease, but the issue of the unsightly market hall will be 
addressed too. Interested to understand how the traffic signal sequencing will operate with two set 
of lights in such close proximity on A635 

Some good ideas, I think I would prefer the one with the best traffic flow but we don’t want to put 
people off visiting, wider roads and get rid of bottlenecks.  
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I feel making traffic go along Hollowgate will have a detrimental effect on Holmfirth. There are lots 
of small business on there who will be directly affected by this proposal. Holmfirth is unique in the 
Holme Valley for its many Festivals and Hollowgate plays a key part in these events. They bring 
thousands of people to our town.  
 
The plan re exiting Rotcher and still allowing for 2 way traffic on certain parts of Hollowgate is 
confusing and dangerous when implementing a 'one way' system. 
 
I think the suggestion on the 'High Cost' plan using land by the Church and Post Office would help, 
having this one way up and making the square roundabout with traffic then coming down Victoria 
Street and definitely putting the mini roundabout at the bottom of Dunford Road. 
 
I also think Hollowgate should be pedestrianised from Rotcher to Goose Green. 

The changes create a different traffic flow and increased traffic along Hollowgate and the proposed 
new road, these areas have no provision for safe crossing facilities for pedestrians. Something I 
feel needs serious consideration due to traffic flow changes and volume of use. As a resident I use 
these areas and feel that will be compromised by these plans. 
Cycling through the center is currently very challenging, I do this for my commute and recreation 
too. I have had several near misses and quite a few discussions with drivers for many reasons. 
There appears no improved support to the cyclists road use in these plans, no lane designation or 
route options. Roundabouts are a major concern as a cyclist particularly and car driver. While I 
accept there are flow benefits to roundabouts, stop and start issues, visibility, right of way issues, 
speeding or fast vehicles and cycling issues at roundabouts are a challenge to say the least.  

Cannot see how The proposed plans will help locals or indeed  businesses. The only people 
benefiting will be commuters using Holmfirth as a rat run  

On the proposal - where is the new road proposed to be placed exactly? Are you intending to 
remove the market and shops?  
Where the new parking bays and loading bays are being proposed - will these be restricted by 
time's and will these be 'policed' and illegal parking receive a penalty?  

Sending a large amount of heavy traffic down Hollowgate from Dunford road will not enhance its 
use for pedestrians, nor will it improve the public realm and thus could result in a reduced footfall 
for local businesses. Hollowgate is an attractive part of Holmfirth centre which could be enhanced 
by pedestrianisation.  

Rotcher Road/Hollowgate junction. It’s not clear from the plan I’ve seen but it looks as if traffic 
emerging from Rotcher Road may able to go right onto Hollowgate still. This makes little sense 
from a traffic flow point of view though it's obviously much easier to turn right given the angle of the 
left turn. It looks as if traffic from Rotcher Road may still still emerge from Hollowgate onto Victoria 
Street without connecting at the new mini-roundabout, this junction doesn’t seem to have been 
improved. If there's no left turn from Rotcher Road onto Hollowgate, and if Victoria Street is one-
way then traffic from Rotcher Road is not going to be able to reach Huddersfield Road without a 
circuit of the mini-roundabout, which doesn't make sense. This junction is hazardous at present, 
especially when children are walking up to Holmfirth JIN School, and I can't see how the proposals 
help. 
 
The "high cost" plan that includes a link road behind the post office seems a much better plan 
though I think the link road through the market hall site is superfluous in this case. The post office 
link road would make more of a bypass leaving the centre of the town (Victoria St and Hollowgate) 
for light local traffic only and free to be closed for festival events; traffic from Dunford Road to 
Greenfield Road could be routed in that direction (message signs detailing the route in the case of 
diversions from the A628); that road would also serve as an alternative to the Bridge Lane 
connection, and to the traffic that currently races down Hollowgate to get to Huddersfield Road. 
 
I think 'no right turn' at the junction from Hollowgate onto Huddersfield Road is a change that could 
be made straight away without waiting for new roads. Similarly the parking bays on Victoria Street 
could also be easily removed to enhance traffic flow (as well as visibility on the zebra crossing) 
straight away.  
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Getting rid of the excellent facility of the market would be a reprehensible move that will be another 
nail in the demise of centre.  

The plans proposed are a waste of Tax payers money 

As above 

I operate a business where I have to call into various different estate agents to collect keys often a 
few times a day and then drive on to a local residence to carry out our work. There is very little 
short-term free parking accessible to town centre businesses and imposing restrictions may make 
the service I operate non-viable in Holmfirth because it will make us less efficient when our margins 
are already tight. This could lead to us withdrawing the service, and impact on employment. Please 
consider time limited free parking of 10 minutes on Victoria Street. This could be ticketed to avoid 
abuses. A good example where this type of scheme operates well is Hillsborough in Sheffield 
where there are ticket machines that give you a few minutes free. This is rigorously enforced. I 
recommend you go on a fact finding mission and look at Taplin Road, Sheffield and the 
surrounding streets and see how the shops are thriving and how traffic moves around the one-way 
system there. It would be a shame if we had to cut our services at a location simply because of the 
logistical difficulties in carrying them out. 

On the face of it the proposals look ok but I do need to look more closely at the plans. 

As a resident of Holmfirth I'm concerned that the plan appears to be primarly concerned with 
moving 'through' traffic through the village.  Holmfirth is an asset and could be developed as a go to 
destination for visitors and locals . Rather than spending on this scheme it might make more sense 
to reduce the number of HGV's passing through and invest  in more pedestrianised public spaces 
and street furniture.The village is already creaking with the weight of traffic , makng it flow faster will 
only encourage more . Holmfirth could be a weaith generator for the area.  

They're quite frankly crap. But what is the point in people providing comments. You'll do what you 
want to anyway regardless of what the residents of holmfirth who actually have to live with it think. 

Holmfirth would without doubt benefit from these improvements. An easement of traffic congestion, 
wider pavements for safe pedestrian use and improved planting are all much needed. I have lived 
in Holmfjrth for 5 years and have visited the Market Hall on 2 or 3 occasions; an under utilised 
building built at a time of unattractive architecture. It is not a great feature of Holmfirth and I will not 
miss it. 

The only way would appear to be a bypass Holmfirth,too much traffic funnels into too smaller 
space.The chance was missed thirty years ago to send traffic on the former railway line which only 
needed a surface and junctions,massive opportunity missed. 

Firstly, losing the heart of a town is bad enough. Lack of funding or not the loss of a market will stop 
even more people entering Holmfirth. Why are we not looking at successful developments in other 
areas across West Yorkshire such Hebden Bridge, which is a prime example.  
The new road layout makes no sense. I agree a right turn on the small bridge on Hollowgate is a 
good idea and could be easily implemented. However, simply moving the problem 100 metres 
down the road resolves nothing. Aside from another awkward turn onto the bridge for lorries. It will 
create a huge bottle neck as once they meet the cross junction they will be faced by free-flowing 
traffic on the A6024. There are no lights planned and if they were they would be hampered by the 
existing lights at the Victoria street junction.  
Creating a bus stop on the new new is somewhat dangerous if people try to access it via 
Hollowgate. There is no zebra crossing planned so people would have to cross while trying to avoid 
traffic in both directions.  
Why is there no provision to simply stop heavy good vehicles entering the centre of the town simply 
as a cut through? Surely this is the simplest solution? Clearly delivery lorries have to be admitted 
but others attempting to cut down on mileage should be encouraged by whatever means to avoid 
the centre. 
Aside from anything this is a historic and much loved town. It has been unloved for some time due 
to lack of funding and interest. However, thanks to so called 'comer inners' like myself who have 
invested time, energy and indeed money in the town things are changing. This is what should be 
embraced and not expensive road systems that work for no-one aside from those seeking to 
benefit from such developments. 

I think the proposals offer a solid solution to congestion. I don't think the market will be a great loss 
as we have the Civic Hall and church halls to use as community buildings.  
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Not happy at all!!! See above comments. 

Has having the A6024 as one-way from the new bridge to Victoria Street been considered? This 
would solve  a lot of problems with access to places such as Victoria Park or the Car Park at 
Dawson & Hall's. 
It looks like more of the town will go under tarmac, but there doesn't seem to be any benefit for 
people using the place; it's only of interest to people driving through. Where are the green spaces, 
paths(away from cars), areas for festivals , the new market ? 
IT'S NOT AN ACCESS PLAN; IT'S A DRIVE THROUGH PLAN. 

The project will massively increase through-traffic in Holmfirth affecting residents on all approach 
roads as well as in the centre, which will become a busy road junction. It is surely time we stopped 
ruining the world for the sake of increasing the amount of traffic. The congestion in Holmfirth is its 
only protection from becoming a major trasport route.blighted by traffic.  
 
This project does nothing beneficial for residents, It benefits only the national policy of urbanising 
the entire country. If we were allowed to prevent unwanted housing developments we'd have less 
need to object to unwanted road developments.   

I think some of the improvements sound positive apart from the mini round-a-bout at the bottom of 
Dunford Road, as I think on weekends when it is more busy with people from outside the area that 
this will actually slow things down. I also don't think Hollogate would be able to cope with the 
amount of extra traffic if Victoria street is made one way.  

My comments on the proposed plan 
In my opinion the proposal will not alleviate the traffic issues but would make it worse. 
when going west out of Holmfirth, locals know that turning onto Hollowgate allows you to bypass 
the traffic lights. With the new proposal the traffic will most likely be queued up on Hollowgate from 
the new bridge making things worse. 
Why are you widening pavements on Victoria St when the main concern is the movement of traffic? 
Why not keep it 2 lanes, one to aid traffic going up Dunford Rd and one for traffic going up 
Towngate? 
A main problem with congestion is caused by large articulated heavy goods vehicles trying to get 
through the village. So, reducing any of the road to single lanes (such as Victoria St and 
Hollowgate) will no doubt cause problems. 
All the work for your proposal will practically close Holmfirth for 12 months, this will cause havoc, 
kill trade and change the village  
The proposal will spoil the village and remove its “old world” feel, turning it into a main road bypass 
in the heart of the village! Hollowgate is a main tourist part of Holmfirth which will disappear if this 
goes ahead, turning it into a main through road. 
My Idea 
In my opinion, I would leave things in the heart of the village as they are, keeping Victoria St as 
2way 
Any remedy to traffic issues should be moved to be slightly away from the heart of the village. 
My proposal would have been to do a bypass road on Bridge Lane. Widening this as a bypass to a 
roundabout on Towngate. Perhaps somehow forcing all though traffic to use this? 

Some of the changes are good - e.g. making Victoria Street one way and removing parking from it. 
However, I think that some of these plans have been made by "town planners" with little experience 
of the town itself. 

I think the scheme will ease congestion slightly, but the volume of traffic going through Holmfirth is 
simply too great for it to have much impact. The only solution would be a bypass but I appreciate 
this would be too costly. 

Car use should be discouraged not encouraged. People need to walk, cycle more and use public 
transport more, How do these proposals help?.  

Make reducing traffic in Holmfirth a priority and improve the flow without major changes, e.g. stop 
parking on Victoria Street, ban large lorries, reduce traffic when the motorways are closed. 

We do need some improvements, but the congestion are at school times work times or when 
accident occur in the flouncy tu glossop rd .things would improve if parking was stopped on both 
sides of Victoria St. 
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The proposed scheme is quite inventive and undoubtedly will improve the flow of traffic through 
Holmfirth  - at least for an initial temporary period. 
However, the evidence relating to expanded road provision overwhemingly demonstrates that after 
a very short time, any new roads fill with traffic just the same as they did before. In summary, roads 
attract traffic and larger roads will attract larger amounts of traffic. The problem is the amount of 
traffic  - not making it flow quicker or in larger volumes. Within a short space of tiiem, traffic will 
probably be queing back along the new roads the same as the old. 
Secondly, pedestrians seem to be largely ignored in this scheme. Some very large wagons now 
traverse Holmfirth. Allowing these to move down Hollowgate would create a very uncomfortable 
experience for anyone walking on the pavement here. It would feel dangerous and bring walkers 
into close proximity with unhealthy emissions from stationary traffic. 
Also, there is no easy route for pedestrians from the west side of Victoria street across Hollowgate 
towards Rocher and the Nook. How will anyone be able to cross the road here when it has become 
the main thoroughfare through the town? 
Finally, the mini-roundabout converts what was a junction acting as part of a town to a constantly 
moving road. Consequently, the town itself just becomes anciliary to the road. The road becomes 
more inmportant that the shops and buildngs themselves. This, unfortunately is the modern solution 
which has allowed our towns to become festooned with signage, chevrons. traffic lights and white 
lines. Again, experience has shown that where such signage is removed, trafic slows and accidents 
reduce. All this does is put the moving car over people in terms of importance.  
The scheme in summary exhibits a lack of imagination and does not offer a long term solution to 
improving the lives of people in Holmfirth or its urban fabric. 

It does nothing for locals but lots for people just passing through. It will destroy several local 
businesses. It will reduce the success of local festivals like the food and folk festivals by removing 
Hollowgate from the usable space. 

Whilst I agree that the plan suggested is a sensible one and will have an impact on the congestion.  
I do feel however that it is not providing any encouragement for people to consider other forms of 
transport. By making it easier for cars to travel through the centre, more people will do it. What is 
the plans for developing sustainable transport within Holmfirth? Are there any cycle lanes, or 
provision for cycles within this plan? 
 
I do understand that a reduction in congestion will have some environmental impact as there will be 
less emissions from stationary traffic, but the plan is just making it easier for people to use their 
cars when really all efforts should be on getting people out of them.  

Love the scheme in principle. Please don't scrimp on the finishes streetscaping and bridge design.  

Non of these proposed improvements will actually improve the town.  

SEE ABOVE COMMENTS RE NARROWNESS OF A6024 OUTSIDE ASHLEY JACKSON 
STUDIO. 

These are not improvements.  We need a scheme which discourages through traffic.  How about 
the bridge from Station Road to Huddersfield Road and blocking the end of Victoria Street and 
Hollowgate  at Huddersfield/Woodhead Road.  This would divert through traffic to only use the 
Huddersfield Road, minimising traffic in the town centre 

A bypass is required  

Cyclists love Holmfirth not least as access to Holme Moss yet cyclists will be squeezed out with the 
new roads. We need to be improving pedestrian + cycling access rather than through travel if we 
want to encourage visitors to the town centre. 

Please look at this alternative scheme prepared by a Phd student at Sheffield University. 
 
This is a real alternative different to your "too costly" scheme and in addition would remove a 
carbuncle for the face of the town. 
 
(you may need to join the Holmfirth Community face book group to see it) 
 
[redacted] 
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Giving that in the next ten year cars will become electric self driving and autonomous  vehicles it is 
obvious that if we do nothing then the traffic will reduce on its own. Spend the money on something 
useful. How about a cycle path from Holmfirth to Huddersfield along the river? 

In all the people I meet during my business hours ( we have an antiques shop on Huddersfield road 
) I have not encountered a single person, local or visitor who thinks the scheme is a good idea or 
that it would ease the traffic  problems faced by Holmfirth. Not only will it encourage more traffic I 
think it will detract from the look of Holmfirth as a whole.  Hollowgate has been used traditionally as 
a pedestrian area during a variety of festivals ( Folk, food and drink, etc ) and by making it into the 
main thoroughfare in Holmfirth that would render it unusable in this way. People specifically visit 
Holmfirth during these festivals , putting Holmfirth on the map as a destination . The traffic scheme I 
think would make Holmfirth much busier and certainly detract from its village feel. 

With the threat of global warming we need to encourage more people to cycle by making holmfirth 
safer and easier to do so. 

The proposed improvements are just adding an extra road that will become congested like the rest 
and will not take any traffic out of the town centre.  

Although better for vehicles, I think the scheme fails to provide for cyclists and pedestrians as much 
as it could.  In reducing congestion and improving air quality - encouraging people out of their cars 
should be a priority.   
Access to and enjoyment of the river could be part of improvements.  Using the riverside for 
pleasant walking routes through the town that keep pedestrians away from cars would be good.  
Cycle routes and space for cycle lanes should be a given more consideration.  There are a lot of 
cyclists in the area and more would cycle to the town if the roads/cycle routes were safer. 
A pleasant/safe walking and cycling route in from each side of the valley would surely encourage 
more people to do this and provision of safe places to lock up bikes would be good. 

If one of your objectives is to get rid of the Market Hall and its ongoing costs and required repairs it 
would be far better to demolish the building, landscape the site, and provide a footpath between 
Hollowgate and the A6024. This would allow local people, shoppers and tourists easier access 
around the town without increasing traffic density.  

"Building a new link road between Hollowgate and the A6024, Huddersfield Road" Are you 
seriously suggesting that ALL traffic will have to use this road to get from from Victoria Square to 
the A6024? Footways are limited and there does not seem to be much room to improve them, 
particularly to the west of the junction with Rocher Road where there is already a pinchpoint with 
pedestrians routinely having to step off the footway. This may be the affordable option but in my 
view it will not improve Holmfirth. Difficult though it may be I suggest that the pedestrianisation of 
Hollowgate is what Holmfirth needs. It seems to me that the "high cost" could get close to that but if 
that's not possible you should leave things as they are. 

The scheme is not so bad other than the demolition of the market. Why could the road not go 
through the car park space  next to the market hall? Thus leaving the market intact as a valuable 
community building which is then funded properly.  
I like the idea of better pedestrian facilities. Please more green planting and trees. The council 
removed the only tree in the centre of holmfirth and replaced it with an ugly stone step several 
years ago so this needs redressing in terms of planting.  
In general it seems that the council ignores the wants of residents and fails to listen so I hope this 
feedback excise is not in vain.  

I don’t think knocking down the market and building a link bridge is the answer. How long and what 
impact would this have on traffic whilst it was being constructed? The market is really central to the 
town during special festivals and would benefit from some investment and development to help it 
reach its potential.  

In principle, I agree with the improvements especially in my role as pedestrian and bus user.  Our 
car usage could be adversely impacted - see above. 

I don’t think destroying the market is the right thing to ease congestion or for the town.  

The project needs more things implementing for pedestrians, including school children crossing at 
hollowgate and the many tourists that businesses rely on. 

Holmfirth roads are as good/bad as all other towns. Traffic can be bad but all that is needed is 
patience. Not shops taking down and new developments 

Will make it a lot easier 
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I don't believe this will help with congestion but create more traffic using Hollowgate which is far too 
narrow for the large wagons coming through. 

As above  

I travel there every day in rush hour and at other times and rarely have an issue with traffic. 

You are encouraging traffic to use Holmfirth as a link to Manchester.   

Absolute waste of a lot of money that could be used to give holmfirth a boost in with small 
business. Use the money to develop the market hall in to food hall where local food and drink 
businesses can sell and residents/ visitors can go on a weekend without having to travel to cities 
for good food 

See above 

This is a stop gap measure that will rip through out town centre. 
The solution will cost millions and only appease heavy duty transport using the centre of our town 
as a short cut. There is no benefit to Holmfirth other than a slight relief until the traffic increases to 
meet capacity within 2 years of completion. 
Then what? 

See above.  
I complete disagree the suggested plans would work. They’d just improve things formlarge 
vehicles, offer further places for illegal patting/loading/deliveries. Locals would not benefit at all.  

I'm generally in favour of the proposed improvements. From the plans it looks as though the stretch 
of Hollowgate past the beauty salon, the bakery and the Atlantis takeaway could be a 'pinch point'. 
Although a one way street, will it be wide enough for buses and trucks?  There are times when the 
Woodhead Road has been closed and a significant number of articulated lgvs divert down Dunford 
Road, through Holmfirth and up Greenfield Road.  Has this scenario been considered? 
  

I think there are other alterations which should be looked into before such major upheaval 
 
The Cictoria Strret zebra is in completely the wrong position. Causing traffic to stop abruptly and 
block the entrance to Hollowgate and the exit from Dunford Road 
 
The second zebra outside Kate’s could be moved towards the exit of the bus station  
 
A yellow no entry box could be painted across the entrance to Hollowgate 
 
The lights council be turned of temporarily to see how traffic flows 

See above. 

Crossings in wrong place  
Stop on street parking  
Hollow gate will become a rat run 

Are the pavements wide enough on Hollowgate? 
The pedestrian crossing on Victoria Street often causes traffic problems as when busy people can 
cross in a constant flow. Would a managed system that synced with the main lights help? 

Why not investigate a new by-pass/relief road from the old Midlothian Garage site to Aldi and 
through onto Woodhead Road? This would alleviate through traffic without removing any of 
Holmfirth's treasured character. 

I disagree that it will improve traffic flow. The access for Rotcher, particularly at school times, will 
increase journey time and reduce traffic flow. There is also no safe crossing included for the 
primary school children and parents who use this route every week day. There needs to be a safe 
crossing here and when used, the traffic will be held up coming into Hollowgate. This will create 
queuing backlogs of traffic and reduce traffic flow.  
 
Your plans will impact on the Folk Festival & food Festivals in a negative way (How can Hollowgate 
be closed in your plans?) which bring in many visitors to the town.  

I like the preferred Plan's changes to Victoria Street and the zebras.  

the heavy wagons that come through holmfirth don't seem to have been addressed, nor shop 
deliveries 
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The people of Holmfirth don't think they address the problems and will encourage more external 
passing through traffic , thereby not helping the people who are invested here already. 

The medium proposed and preferred option is exactly the changes I had thought and discussed 
with family and friends. Congestion is getting worse and these proposals will solve this whilst also 
giving the centre an overdue facelift.  
The general feel around the town seems to be in favour of the changes. 

I can see no improvement whatsoever only chaos, why not restrict all cars coming down Dunford 
road, Mill Road from going up Victoria Street, but divert onto Hollowgate, and all heavy goods 
vehicles up Victoria street and   Accessing the top road going either right or left with the aid of 
traffic lights. Cars etc can then either continue on Hollowgate up onto the top road via new roadway 
and visa versa, the same with wagons, down Victoria street, up Dunford roa or New Mill road 

I can see that much research has been carried out trying to solve this local problem, only erasing 
Holmfirth would be the easiest answer but very expensive. Making vehicles flow through easier has 
many implications, one would be the massive increase in traffic due to becoming a preferential  
route then we are at the beginning again, the only answer is to bypass, tunnelling, toll road, private 
money? Expensive, yes, but lots of local jobs could be created, maybe this solution would have to 
wait for the right funding. What would be the effect of pedestrianizing all of Victoria Street, maybe 
with bus access, with the traffic lights activated by the bus only (flow increased along the A6024), 
loading unloading only, no need for the silly roundabout. The object should be to dissuade bulk 
traffic as has happened elsewhere. Bring back the traffic wardens (more jobs). At the moment lots 
of double yellow lines in Holmfirth with vehicles parked over them (lots of fines, lots of money)? Has 
anyone commented on the increasing periods when Holmfirth is gridlocked by traffic diverted 
mainly down Dunford Road due to maybe bad weather, an accident or again congestion, then 
Holmfirth becomes a rat run, then quickly a bottle neck.  

Not necessary and the upheaval and delays this would cause whist the world are undertaken would 
cause chaos  

 Please do not spoil this historic world famous town with road improvements. There are options to 
bypass the town totally for anyone simply passing through on a journey. 

I don't believe that the plans presented will significantly improve traffic flow, but it appear that they 
do little to improve the the environment for residents, businesses or visitors.  The proposed section 
through Hollowgate would destroy this part of Holmfirth as an attractive area and could potentially 
be dangerous given the size of lorries that would be using it. The proposals would make no 
significant improvements to pedestrian or cycling access and would render most of Hollowagte 
unusable for the many street events that are a key part of Holmfirth's cultural calendar.  

As above. What on earth sort of short-sighted, corrupt, self-interested idiocy makes it seem like a 
good idea to encourage car use. Are you Donald Trump in disguise? Have you heard of science? 
More bikes please, Tour de It’s-bleedin-obvious should have alerted you to this.  

The proposal is a waste of money. You would be better placing weight restrictions on the roads 
surrounding Holmfirth, the amount of HGV traffic is ridiculous, not long ago a HGV tried to get down 
Hollowgate and over the bridge and got stuck causing a lot of damage that could have been 
avoided if there had been these restrictions in place.  
Altering the traffic signals back to how they used to be would also help as the new signaling only 
causes more delays due to the right turn filtering having to wait for the opposite traffic flow to 
cease. Making Hollowgate totally one way only, so the housing development would have to turn left 
only would also ease congestion as the road is to narrow to have traffic flowing both ways, this just 
causes jams due to motorists not giving way to the oncoming traffic from the housing development.  

The scheme is primarliy about traffic and how to move it faster through Holmfirth.  It is not about 
improving Holmfirth as a destination or a place to live.  The market hall is demolished and the 
potential for community use is lost. The public realm in Holmfirth is not improved with the identity 
and character of the town centre being dominated by traffic issues not resident, visitor or local 
business interests.  The scheme would be a retrograde step.  

Disagree strongly with the demolition of market hall without a plan for the market.  

Traffic congestion is bad at peak times and festivals but the main causes are on-street parking and 
the pedestrian crossings. Maybe it is time to be more radical and take measures to limit the volume 
of vehicles trying to get through Holmfirth. Incorporate the Station Road/ Bridge Street/ Back Lane 
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junction into this scheme and consider creating a one-way system on Bridge Street, otherwise 
there are still going to be bottlenecks and conflict between pedestrians and vehicles. 

As well as people driving through Holmfirth could we provide something to keep people shopping 
and staying in Holmfirth e.g. a nice Victorian Style Arcade type structure that will house our market.  
After all Holmfirth is a Market Town!! 

Would it be possible to make the new road (intended to replace the space occupied by the market 
building) narrower and to build along one side a simple connected arcade to house some market 
stalls? 

Ban HGV's over 17 tonnies except for access- from Woodhead and from Greenfield and New Mill.  
Liaise with sat nav providers.  Cycle routes - separate from road traffic.  If the council has money 
for the project all users must be considered.  No provision in scheme for Holmfirth Market. 

Why not go back to the former proposal for the West Riding Council (prior to new junction) to 
provide a main link road from Station Rd to the A6024 - now Station Road car park and across to 
Crown Bottom cary park and river.  Road side parking needs alleviating, particularly down Dunford 
Road. 
No parking in Victoria Street - not even disabled and only limited loading and unloading. 

If the proposal means getting rid of parking spaces by the market hall this will have a detrimental 
affect on Piccolinos restaurant and the restaurants heading out of Holmfirth towards Park Head. 

You need to consider why you may be doing this.  If it's worth doing it needs far more though and 
consideration.  It needs open meetings.  Pedestrians and cyclists need to be given far more priority.  
No market provision - may close car park next to existing market for a weekly one. 

Travelling south on Huddersfield Road can be a big problem and I have found many times that the 
traffic light sequence seems to be against me whereas if I travel in the other two directions it is 
usually easier. 

I worry that the improvements you propose have not taken into account such events as the Food 
and Drink Festival and Holmfirth Festival of Folk which bring a number of visitors to our town and 
would be much harder to stage. I also worry that Holmfith will become the prefered option for those 
travelling to Manchester who currently use A62/M62 and pollution through the town will actually 
increase not decrease. 

as above   leave well alone and alter traffic light sequence at a cost of 0 

MAINTAIN THE CHARACTER OF HOLLOWGATE. 
SAVE £4M AND SPEND IT ELSEWHERE  EG NEW MILL CENTRE ! 

At last the Council will get rid of the market which provides good quality veg and fruit twice a week 
at cheaper prices than the supermarkets. This is not good for pensioners. 
I cannot see how making Victoria street one way will help. Traffic does not just flow towards 
Manchester but heads to New Mill and Sheffield.Hollowgate is too narrow at the start for HGVs. 
Save me from mini roundabouts drawn on the road ,damn dangerous when the white lines vanish. 

The plans will only encourage further traffic THROUGH Holmfirth particularly heavy goods vehicles 
and commuters who want to avoid the M62 and Woodhead pass.  Traffic in Holmfirth is really only 
a problem at rush hour (and even then SIGNIFICANTLY less than Huddersfield or Leeds for 
example) or when the M62 or Woodhead pass is closed/experiencing difficulties.  When the traffic 
lights are not working in Holmfirth traffic passes with absolutely no problem whatsoever.  This 
suggestions that the traffic light phasing is wrong!   

Totally unneeded! 
Rephase traffic lights on victoria (traffic always flows better when they are not working) 
Remove parking on victoria (this seems to cause congestion as often road gets blocked because 
vehicles can't pass properly) 
Reposition Zebra crossings - why are there two within a few metres of each other when there are 
also lights that can be used - just congests traffic further. 

rephase Lights at Victoria 
Reposition Zebra crossing 
remove parking from Victoria Street 
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The junction at the bottom of Dunford road is only busy during normal rush hour times. The vast 
majority of drivers give way in an appropriate manner which renders a roundabout unnecessary! 
Traffic will bottleneck even more at the entrance/exit of Hollowgate as it's very narrow for large 
vehicles and they will still be queuing to meet the main road! Please don't even think about 
knocking buildings down to widen the road as the buildings are a part of Holmfirth history and 
heritage. The traffic lights at the top of Victoria street have not been efficient since the new ones 
were installed. Parking on Victoria street causes the most conjestion. So do remove these spaces. 
 
Holmfirth needs more i investment into attracting more business for the local community in 
particular. The injection into Halifax is amazing, the same in Hebden Bridge and we need this more 
than anything in our village. I was born here and I see a deteriorating town. The idea of highway 
development will be rendered useless if nobody comes. The congestion only gets ridiculous when 
Snake Pass and Woodhead Pass are affected by inverse weather or traffic accidents; this must 
total 20 days out of 365! I strongly feel that these plans are very misguided! There are far better 
ways to spend this money. 

See above 

I am concerned regarding pavement width especially along Hollowgate from the bottom of Rotcher. 
When highsided wagons head towards the new Marker Bridge they would be too close to 
pedestrians. I would prefer if the Market remained as it is and a new road bridge crossed behind 
the post office like in your expensive plan. However, note that this plan would only be using the one 
bridge so reducing the cost of the plan. Having the bridge there would also make is easier for 
wagons turning right towards New Mill out of the bottom of Dunford Road.  

Ill conceived ( remove parking spaces and wait a year)  

Strongly disagree with the proposed plans, living in Holmfirth I don’t find the plans a solution to the 
traffic coming through Holmfirth. I feel it only encourages more vehicles to pass through the village 
and will make congestion worse. 

I strongly agree with the proposed mini roundabout, the restructuring of the junction at the bottom 
of Dunford Road, and also to move the pedestrian crossing away from that junction.  
Both will significantly improve the bottleneck that offer impacts Victoria St and backs up to the 
lights.  
This one change will have the biggest result without materially changing the village as it stands 

Traffic coming down Rotcher would become to difficult pulling out with HGV passing, too dangerous 
for the school children who go to school up there. 
 
Hollowgate pavements are too narrow, HGV's coming partway along Hollowgate will be too 
dangerous for pedestrians and will have a knock on effect for business' along there. 
 
Turning left out of the new link road for HGV's/buses will be swinging across oncoming traffic on 
the other side of the road.  There are no traffic lights at this junction so the traffic turning right will 
have to wait for a gap in the traffic from both ways so will still cause a back log of traffic back on the 
link road and round to the bottom of Dunford Road which is only moving the current issue further 
around. 
 
The footpaths facing the old tourist info centre are too narrow for pushchairs, wheelchairs etc. but 
you are making Victoria street wider that don't necessarily need it. 
 
Moving the parking bays from one side of Victoria street to the other will have no effect.  Stop all 
parking altogether. 

You are simply moving the problem to another area 
Traffic will build up at the top of the new access road - trying to turn right as well as traffic leaving 
from the car park situated adjacent to the new road  
We will also lose a greatly under utilised asset - the market hall.  A venue which the Council are 
guilty of runnning down deliberately over recent years 
 
The reason for the traffic build up at the bottom of Dunford Road is the during of the zebra crossing 
on Hollowgate - this resiltdnin traffic having to stop and blockingnup the entrance to Hollowgate 
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A huge white elephant which will turn Holmfirth Centre into a huge roundabout and spoil the 
character of the town, loosing the quaint character of Hollowgate and the Market Hall. Holmfirth 
Festivals bring in big revenue to the town, which the proposed option will seriously put at risk. 

Don’t bother Holmfirth is fine as it is  

I think it shouldn't go ahead 

Concerned about the junction access at the beginning of hollow gate - leading to cartworth. 
 
Concerned about businesses on hollowgate and how they will be affected. 
 
Not opposed to the changes but believe a few tweaks needed to improve access and safety for 
pedestrians  

Hollowgate is arguably the oldest and most attractive area of the Town. It would be destroyed if this 
Plan is implemented. No residents, retailers or visitors will see any benefits from this Plan. The 
Council would benefit by being able to offload the Market Hall !! Shame!! 

From experience of being a local resident for 17 years i can predict that your proposed new road 
will not lesson the traffic, it will just allow it to queue in a longer line with less effect to other road 
users. Your plans i suspect will cause a bottle neck without the use of some traffic control at the top 
of the new road. A give way junction will just not allow for timed traffic movements during busy 
times, a set of lights in sequence with the rest in the town is required to ensure efficient travel. 

I think first and foremost Hollowgate is a minor road and should remain so for the benefit of the 
community.  The safety of the children from Nabb school is paramount and they should not have to 
access Holmfirth centre via a major road with Lorries etc using it as a cut through to Manchester.  
All access from Rotcher Road onto Hollowgate will be very dangerous. 
The whole character of Holmfirth will be ruined, the use of the road for festivals etc will no longer be 
able to happen. 
There is no thought given to the community, businesses, residents, cyclists etc. 
Holmfirth should not be used as a commuter route to Manchester. 

Whilst most would agree that something radical needs to be done regarding the traffic situation in 
Holmfirth Town Centre the proposals need to consider cyclists and pedestrians with the same 
priority as motorised traffic. 
 
By using Hollowgate as the part of the one-way system it will prevent this road being used for the 
festivals (food & drink, folk) that are periodically held in Holmfirth and which add to the special 
character of the town and it’s economic wellbeing. You are simply making Holmfirth a useful rat-run 
rather than thinking of the Town and its residents 

Ban LGVs for their size and pollution. For me a weight limit will vastly improve the environment 

Proper scheme to prevent the heavy unauthorised lorries ? 

Many large articulated lorries go through the centre of Holmfirth to the Wood recycling depot at 
Crow Edge. They should go via the  Flouch roundabout which is much more suitable. Penalties 
should be imposed to encourage this! 

A roundabout at the bottom of Dunford Road and the movement of the zebra crossing from there 
would be worthwhile because this is definitely a place of congestion. However, I think the changes 
to Hollowgate will spoil the character of the town.  I like the plan circulating on Facebook which 
suggests a new road where the Sainsbury’s building is, as this would connect to the bus station 
which makes a lot of sense.  I appreciate there are challenges with this but half of the building isn’t 
used and hasn’t been for a very long time.   

Please include cyclists in the plan  

This is an abysmal idea. Putting major traffic down hollow gate in a conservation area past a TV 
location point and past numerous listed buildings is insane. Where is your environmental statement 
and scoping report to justify this scheme as it seems like lines on a plan with zero justification. You 
are creating a gyratory similar to that in ravensthorpe which does not work. I have worked in civil 
engineering and traffic for 20 years or so and work for highways England now and have to say this 
is the most crazy plan I have ever seen. Good luck getting it past a stage 2 road safety audit. 

Please see above. 
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Hollowgate should not be used as a main through route, it is too narrow; it will destroy the unique 
character of the town, hamper important cultural events and damage business in that area. 
Traffic from Rotcher will be severely compromised by the proposed one way system on Hollowgate. 
I believe school children from the Nabb school will be put at greater risk and this will cause even 
more people to drive children to school, creating more traffic.  
I do not think HGVS should be allowed along Hollowgate under any circumstances.  
The proposal to direct traffic over a new bridge on the site of the market hall is baffling since the 
incline will be great. I belive this 'hill start' will be tricky and lead to increased pollution from revving 
engines.  
The proposal is purely designed to increase through traffic , will ruin the character of this 
Conservation Area and does not provide a long term, sustainable solution for transport in Holmfirth.  
I do not believe the proposed scheme could be achieved within budget, nor does it represent value 
for money.  
I think simpler,  cheaper alternatives should be implemented to reduce traffic congestion BEFORE 
any drastic restructuring / construction /demolition / spending of millions of taxpayer's money takes 
place,  namely : greater restrictions on HGV vehicles along Hollowgate  (better signage and 
enforcement of penalties to drivers); restrictions on stopping / loading on all major routes during 
peak hours; installation of park and ride / walk / cycle routes to ease peak festival traffic and cut out 
unnecessary short, local journeys.   

These are not improvements - all that is needed in Holmfirth to alleviate congestion is more rigid 
enforcement of parking and stopping along Victoria Street. Most of the problems occur when lazy 
individuals insist on stopping outside shops to call in and purchase sandwiches, abandoning 
vehicles outside and restricting the flow of traffic..... seriously - this is a root of the congestion 
problem at certain times of day ! 

The plan with the new roundabout will allow the flow of traffic (One way) to be constant and this will 
provide safety issues for the children attending Nab school and other pedestrains. Holmfirth will be 
just become a traffic rat run including the HGV's accessing the one way system via the narrow road 
on Hollowgate. You will be changing the dynamics of the village and Hollowgate will loose forever 
the historic footprint in Holmfirth! In fact it will become a town mostly inside the new road structure. 
Maybe Kirklees should also address the amount of planning permission given on building new 
homes which also contributes to traffic congestion. So to answer your questions I do not think this 
will achieve your aims 

Whilst the plans may on paper look to be a solution to congestion, I believe that an easier route 
through the village for lorries will only encourage more to use the place as a shortcut. The number 
of large vehicles will increase, and we will have a worse situation. I also think that it will make 
Holmfirth look like Brighouse, and it will ruin the beauty of the area. A few potted plants will not 
make it any more attractive. Kirklees, I think you should avoid this expensive, ugly, ineffective 
option. 

See above 

4.9 million is too much for such a slight improvement in traffic flow. Why not just remove the parking 
on Victoria Street and the two zebra crossings which cause most of the hold ups and create a 
shared surface like the one at Poynton with no traffic lights that just slows the traffic down and 
looks more pedestrianized and attractive for a conservation town and allows vehicle users and 
pedestrians to be more courteous to one another with less formal crossing areas. In particular, why 
not make Hollowgate an 'access only' for residents to stop hgv's from attempting to go up and get 
stuck on the little bridge. Shared surfaces naturally make everyone more aware of one another and 
more courteous when they 'don't know what to do' so traffic flow would most likely improve as is the 
case every time the traffic lights are not working. 

Seem sensible. Market bit of an eyesore, hope alternative venue possible? Where? 

The proof of if these ideas will work is in the pudding, however i do wonder if the one way system 
that is proposed will cause snarls ups similar to those in Milnsbridge centre, because if so it would 
be best left well alone.   I am also not sure that one way on Victoria Street is a good idea, however 
preventing parking there and widening the pavements would be a great improvement, also getting 
rid of the eye-sore that is the former Castles garage would be a boon.  If that would be to happen 
and the road was to be built there, what would happen to the market? 
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What you are proposing will cause chaos for many months and kill the village trade, especially the 
tourist industry. To alter Hollowgate  is to actually remove what gives Holmfirth a lot of its character. 
Living on South Lane, I do not think that the proposed roundabout at the bottom of Dunford rd will 
change anything. There will still be priority to vehicles coming from Towngate. My feeling is that the 
situation is bad only when the Woodhead Pass Rd is closed because of an accident, thus diverting 
all traffic through Holmfirth. This does not happen often, may be 2 or 3 times a year and you are 
planning to spend all this money and radically alter the feel of the village for these few occasions. 
You are also planning to widen the pavements on Victoria St - why??? And you are planning to 
remove parking spaces on Victoria street when parking is already a big issue in Holmfirth. Your 
proposals really do not make any sense. 

you haven't shared any data on modelling or impacts or potential behaviour changes so it just 
seems like messing about so far 

Holmfirth centre would be like a huge roundabout . We should preserve our small streets for 
pedestrians and tourists 

I wonder if the perceived benefits can really justify the financial cost and upheaval to the town 
during the work. 
It looks like the market would disappear and some other local shops on Hollowgate. This is a 
valuable community space which once lost is gone forever. The council has allowed the Market to 
become underused and it needs investment. 
These road improvements don't tackle the congestion at the bottom of Rocher Road during school 
drop off and pick up times. I can't see any long term benefit to the people who live in the area. 
I value local festivals, Folk Fest, Arts Fest, Food Fest, Duck Race and the flexibility the town has to 
host cultural events in pedestrian zones around the market and on Hollowgate.  
Concern for safety of local children and residents as Holmfirth becomes a town purely for drivers 
and not visitors pushing even more people away- not to shop local or visit this pretty town. 
Has our 'now' society become so impatient that we are prepared to lose the special character of our 
town for the sake a minute saved in a single journey. 
This money should be invested small improvements to safer crossings, pot hole prevention, traffic 
light sensors and coping with far more pressing issues such as food poverty, homelessness, 
funding in schools, supporting the arts and culture to benefit health and well being and solving the 
rise in local crime indicative of a country that has become distracted by Brexit. 

These proposals should be stopped.  If money to be spent improve parking outside of Victoria 
Street and improve pedestrian access to encourage people to stay/ shop in Holmfirth rather than 
drive through 

no evidence of consideration for pedestrians and cyclists 
too few pedestrians crossing, 2 should be on hollow gate, one where the market was and one in 
Victoria street 
traffic should be slowed down by elevated pedestrian crossings and 20mls/hr zone 
no consideration for children walking to school 

YOUR PLAN STATES THAT THE OBJECTIVE IS TO DEAL WITH TRAFFIC AS IT IS NOW.  
PREVENTION IS ALWAYS BETTER THAN CURE.  THEREFORE STEPS SHOULD BE TAKEN 
TO USE SIGNAGE AT MAJOR MOTORWAY/A ROADS TO PREVENT LARGE PANTECHNICON 
AND OTHER LORRIES COMING INTO HOLMFIRTH TO GET THROUGH THE MOORLANDS 
ROADS TO LANCASHIRE.  HOLMFIRTH AND THE MOORLAND ROADS ARE NOT BUILT FOR 
SUCH LARGE TRAFFIC.  I UNDERSTAND THAT EU SIGNS AND CONTROL MEASURES CAN 
BE USED TO DEFLECT SUCH TRAFFIC. (COUN. Nigel Patrick et al, have this info and should be 
listened to) 

At most, a bypass road to take traffic not actually using Holmfirth could be proposed but smaller 
scale tinkering will produce negative results. 
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The scheme does not create a more attractive environment for residents, businesses and visitors, if 
anything it makes it less attractive.  
 
Holmfirth is renowned for its festivals, all of which would be negatively impacted by the proposed 
scheme and all of which are a major part of the attractive environment that currently exists, not to 
mention significant contributors to the local economy.  Hollowgate is used as a street market and a 
performance space; if this is no longer possible, where are these activities supposed to go?   Far 
from creating a more attractive environment, the scheme would destroy large parts of it.    
 
Although the market has been allowed to deteriorate in recent times, it has the potential to be a real 
benefit to the community if managed more positively.  Alternatively, maybe it could be taken on by 
a community trust and used partly as a market and partly as a community space for events.  
 
Overall, this scheme focuses on moving traffic through Holmfirth, not improving access for people.   
 
My husband has mobility problems and already struggles to get around the centre.  The increased 
traffic on Hollowgate would make it extremely difficult for him to walk from our house to the centre - 
definitely not creating better access! 
 
While I appreciate the thought that is being given to improving things for Holmfirth, this scheme is 
not the answer.  Perhaps creating an efficient means for traffic to cross the valley further away from 
the centre of Holmfirth would be a better option.   
 
Whatever the results of this consultation, I hope that more thought will be given to people and the 
environment in which we live, rather than simply improving traffic flow. 

I don't feel there is a need for traffic congestion improvements. There are queues at peak periods, 
but this is expected. The only time this is significant is when other roads are closed, for example 
woodhead. 

It would spoil our little town. 

Whichever way you go when leaving Holmfirth central you have restrictive roads, parking 
obstruction, so maybe the traffic will flow through the centre but roads out will remain the same and 
create the same problems they always have. 

The scheme would clearly make walking around Holmfirth much less attractive. There are no 
controlled crossing points on the proposed new road, meaning pedestrians will have to stand and 
wait for gaps in the traffic. Two of the three controlled crossings at the junction of Victoria Street 
and Huddersfield Road are to be removed, making crossing at this point very difficult, especially for 
those with mobility problems. The proposed scheme will not make Holmfirth a more attractive 
environment for anyone. It will turn the centre of the town into nothing more than a glorified traffic 
gyratory. 

I do not believe you have considered the plight of pedestrians or cyclists in this proposal.  
I am a member of Holmfirth Cycle Club which has 500 members. We regularly ride as a group after 
meeting in Holmfirth. Other cyclists use Holmfirth as part of their route, as did the Tour De France a 
couple of years ago. People are working tirelessly to make Yorkshire a cyclists mecca (Tour de 
Yorkshire , World Championships this year) and yet these proposals will damage the reputation of 
West Yorkshire as being cycle friendly.  

Parking and stopping restrictions tend to be ignored by locals as there is no enforcement. 

These plans threaten Holmfirth's major yearly events that attract people from all over the country. 

I think the plan is a good idea and is required to allow traffic flow freely through holmfirth in the 
future. 
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I would like you to consider purchasing the block of buildings around Charlesworth’s newsagents 
and widening the road junction at the top of Victoria Street for left turning traffic. This would mean a 
new road bridge would not have to be built across the River Holme and a few very short term 
parking spaces could also be created for loading/unloading. The businesses could relocate to 
empty shops and council buildings e.g. former tourist information office.   
Hollowgate could be pedestrianised and a new footbridge erected from the existing car park 
between Poppa Piccolinos and the market hall.  Access over the old bridge at the Elephant and 
Castle end.   
All parking bays/taxi ranks removed from along Victoria Street, yellow lines painted and STRICTLY 
enforced.  Existing zebra and pedestrian crossings relocated to more appropriate places 
A weight restriction put on HGV ‘s passing through. 
This proposal would be cheaper and better for school children, residents, workers, businesses and 
visitors. Festivals could still take place and the quaintness of Holmfirth would not be compromised. 

Hollowgate is a major focus for community based street events and festivals which contribute to the 
attraction of Holmfirth both for the local community and visitors. turning this into a major traffic route 
will damage the character and culture of the town significantly 

See above.  

The whole plan is crazy. Cars waiting to go I Rotcher when school traffic is coming down will not 
alleviate congestion. It will cause gridlock. It will be impossible to get out of the bottom of Rotcher. 
The plan is madness. 

I don't believe proposed changes will speed traffic flow, I think it will just move the jam from one 
place to another. At the moment the market is under used, that doesn't mean to say it won't be 
used in the future, what we don't need is another road in the middle of holmfirth. I think wagons  
turning  left or right from the new road will be just as chaotic.  Basically  there is to much traffic for a 
small town. We all need to have a little more patience.  

In no way are they improvements for the people of Holmfirth. Our problems are with through traffic 
especially when there are problems with other major routes forcing traffic to use Holmfirth as an 
alternative route. These plans will increase present problems to enter flow of traffic from and to 
Rotcher. There is no crossing planned over Hollowgate to protect schoolchildren going to Nabb 
school. Negatively impact Festival activities in Holmfirth. Will increase traffic through Holmfirth. 
Loss of parking spaces in town centre. Loss of Market Hall with nothing in it's place. Increase to 
pollution impacting on the health of residents especially children.  

As a local resident with young children at Holmfirth J I and N I completely oppose these changes. I 
think they will cause huge disruption and provide no benefit to residents and visitors. Holmfirth's 
historic streets and distinctive buildings are what draws visitors in. A link road carving up the town 
centre and destroying a valuable community space is in no one's interest other than the fat cat 
builders who win the road contract. The large lorries which cause the majority of problems with 
congestion in Holmfirth should be encouraged to find alternative routes not facilitated to cause 
additional air pollution in the town centre. Much work has taken place in recent years to enhance 
the riverscape in holmfirth. The new link road will do nothing to assist this process and will be 
detrimental to wildlife and the existing greenery around the river turning the area of central 
Hollowgate into a giant car park. Improvements to Victoria Street will be of minimal benefit to 
anyone. The pavements are already of a suitable width and just stopping parking and making 
lorries carry out deliveries in the early morning and evening (post rush hour) as takes place on the 
continent would solve much of the congestion. Your proposals appear to make no improvement to 
access to and from Dunford Road which is where the majority of congestion occurs. Dunford road 
is simply too narrow and congested for the volume of traffic it currently gets and the only solution 
would appear to be to discourage heavy goods vehicles and/or on street parking but I see no sign 
of this in your proposals.  

PLEASE KEEP ROADS AS THEY ARE 

What happens when the Woodhead road from Sheffield to Manchester becomes blocked through 
accident or weather. Heavy goods vehicles come through Holmfirth causing havoc. Can't see your 
proposals making the slightest difference. Rush hour traffic will still be backed up on all approaches 
to Holmfirth 
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The lack of parking in Holmfirth town centre is the elephant in this sheme's room.. 
This scheme would appear to improve flow THROUGH the town but it lacks any incentive to stop 
and spend/work in the town. 

Large lorries will be going through hollow gate and this will affect the lovely feel of the centre of 
Holmfirth. It will affect culture and identity if folk/ art festivals cannot parade down the street.  

As above I disagree with these proposals. 

We will lose the market. This has been underused for many years which I suspect was deliberately 
engineered in order to close the market. 

once again Kirklees Council are have come up with a scheme that would seem to be shuffling a 
perceived issue to a different area of the town. There will be no longer any on street parking if you 
just need to park for a matter of minutes as Hollowgate will now become the main route out of town. 
Holmfirth already has a major problem with parking spaces at the best of times. Is this not just 
another "Pie in the Sky" scheme that will prove to be seen as "The Emperors New Clothing" 

This plan may slightly improve journey times but there isn't actually major congestion in the centre 
of the town. What there is could be managed by enforcing existing parking restrictions. The 
proposal will make Holmfirth a through route rather than a destination. 
 
An alternative proposal which better meets residents' needs is to place the new road between the 
bus station and Post Office having purchased and demolished the  Sainsbury's building in order to 
create a new bridge. This would allow for more paved areas in Victoria Street and Hollowgate and 
make a much more cohesive town centre with attractive leisure areas. The shops in that building 
could move to the Market Hall. 

For too long Holmfirth has relied too heavily on its association with Last of the Summer Wine but it 
is time to reinvent itself. It needs the planners to take a brave step and put the pedestrian’s 
experience above that of the road user. Pedestrianising a key section of Holmfirth would allow a 
European Cafe Culture, especially in the height of the Summer season, and provide a space for 
outdoor entertainment and further increase the popularity of key events such as the Food Festival. 
City centres learnt a long time ago that pedestrianising was the key to bringing customers back into 
tired and run down shopping districts. This has had a transformative effect on cities such as Leeds. 
We should learn from their successes and focus road organisation and planning around the 
pedestrian.  
Private enterprise is doing their bit in Holmfirth, opening new and exciting ventures such as Bloc, 
Harvey’s and the proposed Magic Rock. It is time the council stepped up and did their bit for the 
customers of these businesses in Holmfirth.   

Improvements are required and the proposed plan may be the best feasible option. However, some 
consideration needs to be given to the details, such as those mentioned above. 

I do not see the proposed 'improvements' as improvements at all for the people of Holmfirth for 
numerous reasons: 
- Easing the flow of traffic as suggested would only lead to a greater volume of traffic coming 
through Holmfirth, including lorries.  It is already used as a 'cut through' and easing the flow would 
lead to an increase in such traffic 
- It would detract from the village feel of Holmfirth making the centre a less pleasant place to be, 
with more busy roads not less, and lead to the loss of a relatively quiet road on Hollowgate which 
also has a number of local shops and businesses 
- It would affect local festivals which depend on Hollowgate being closed.  These festivals 
(Holmfirth folk festival, Food and Drink Festival) contribute hugely to the economy of Holmfirth and 
to the enjopyment of both local people and visitors 
- The proposals appear to have little consideration for both pedestrians and cyclists.  Cycling has 
become very popular in the Holme Valley, indeed has a successful club including people of all 
ages, both children and pensioners, who cycle in the valley regularly.  The area also encourages 
cyclists from all over the country, especically since the Tour de France and Yorkshire.  We need to 
be improving the infrastructure for our cyclists, not making it worse 
- There is a primary school close to the propsed new route.  A busy road would make walking or 
cycling to school a less attractive and unsafe option.  Should we not be encouraging our children to 
walk to school, not discouraging due to safety concerns  
- The area where the proposed new route would go, along Hollowgate, is part of the attraction of 
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Holmfirth with tradtional weavers cottages, small local businesses, pubs, restuarants and residents.  
This would be seriously affected and destroy what so many people enjoy about Holmfirth as a 
place to live and visit 
- The proposals are NOT about improvements for the residents of Holmfirth 

I understand the concerns over traffic.. But, I've spoken to several local transport companies who 
think the proposals are mere 'sticking plaster'. We should be using tech to open up more suitable 
routes for large freight lorries and influencing the sat nav companies too. The two zebra crossings 
installed almost side-by-side in Victoria Square were always a bad idea. The create hold-ups too. 
Need to rethink how people should cross.   

Like the Minor scheme. Victoria Street improvements. 

Get rid of Town Gate car park or restrict access to Blue Badge holders, motorbikes and bicycles 
only, for the reasons given above. 
 
Think more about visitors and less about through traffic. If you make journeys through Holmfirth 
faster and easier more people will use it as a through route. Many, including myself, have other, 
more appropriate route options with similar journey times, so don't go making this more attractive or 
more traffic will come, the benefits will be lost and  a hell of a lot of public money wasted! 
 
Invest in and promote the riverside route from The Sands rec to Holmfirth town centre - this could 
be a great arrival route for more visitors to Holmfirth, with some accessibility improvements. 
 
Have electronic signs on the main road highlighting how many spaces are free in Crown Bottom car 
park, so people go straight there instead of circulating around other small car parks. 
 
The FAQs include a question about land requirements and the answer only mentions that no 
houses will need to be demolished. What about any other buildings along Hollowgate? Will the 
market or any other buildings need to be sacrificed to deliver this 'improvement scheme'?  I hope 
not as I think the loss would outweigh the perceived benefits.  

I'm worried that the proposals for Hollowgate will require buildings to be demolished and thus spoil 
the built environment in this location. 
 
I don't agree with spending millions of pounds to facilitate more car trips in the Holme Valley. 
 
If people choose to use their cars (often for very short trips) and in doing so experience  congestion 
that's their choice.  
 
Public money should be being invested in active travel schemes that get people out of cars, to help 
reduce obesity and improve air quality. 

The proposed 'improvements' are flawed: 
/ They will create 'pinch' points elsewhere. 
/ There is already congestion where traffic turns right towards Saddleworth. 
/ Any facilitation of the current traffic will only encourage more traffic to use Holmfirth - more 
congestion, more pollution. 
/ The width of the adjacent roads will not facilitate any additional traffic. HGV's will be a nightmare, 
negotiating narrow streets and turning on to Huddersfield road. 
/ HGVs should be discouraged, there are already too many travelling through Holmfirth. 
/ Hollowgate is not suitable for traffic, it should be reduced. 
/ I commute every day, by car, to Leeds and find the current traffic situation to be tolerable - I have 
been commuting daily for nearly 40 years. 
/ The Market is a fantastic community venue, why not encourage more users - rather than pulling it 
down. 
/ Cyclists and pedestrians should be given priority in any road improvement scheme - the proposed 
scheme is all about motorised, polluting traffic. 
/ The current traffic system may not be perfect, however there is a certain equilibrium and it works 
because everyone is courteous and people go out of their way to help - it is part of our community 
spirit.  
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/ The prosed scheme would potentially create a constant stream of traffic through the centre and 
further congestion, and destroy the centre of Holmfirth - the character of the centre is unique and 
highly desirable. We love Holmfirth as it is, it may not be perfect, but this is part of its character. 
Please do not destroy our community. 

This question is loaded. 

I think a one way system will only increase congestion. As a resident, the entire surrounding area is 
the same as holmfirth, with narrow roads. However, making Hollowgate a right turn only will only 
confuse tourists more and make traffic much worse.  

The only way to improve flow in and out of Holmfirth is the introduction of the link road in addition to 
the proposed improvements. This will assist the congestion in Dunford Road that is only going to 
increase.  

 
1. In my opinion it would be a more useful exercise to ban vehicles over a certain weight from 
entering Holmfirth town centre ie Plevin who have vehicles entering an d leaving the town at least 
six times a day, often with additional trailers attached to their vehicles. 
Taking into account pollution never mind congestion, they are not the only company , as when the 
M1  or M62 has congestion or traffic incidents , they all seem to take the route of least resistance 
and head through Holmfirth. 
If you aim to speed up traffic through Holmfirth with your road changes you will not reduce 
congestion or pollution but will find it increasing as drivers look for the quickest routes to their end 
destinations, thus you will be contributing to and not alleviating anything. 
2. The question of Victoria St being made one way only, is unnecessary. Parking and delivery 
restrictions need to be put into place and enforced. Most congestion is caused through selfish 
parking not traffic itself 
3. Hollowgate is already too narrow, agreed . Footpaths could be widened, but in doing so this will 
make the street too narrow for heavy goods vehicles accessing the proposed bridge over the river 
Holme or the original bridge required to come out of Hollowgate and turn left. 
Hollowgate is a street that is generally used as a pedestrian area more so for the Food Festival and 
Folk Festival when the road is closed to traffic. It would be very dangerous to divert heavy goods 
wagons and increase normal traffic along this road. Signage could be placed at Greenfield, 
Sovereign and Flouch showing restricted weight access to the Town.   
5. Round about at the bottom of Dunford Road, this will only move congestion from one end of the 
Town to another, with those coming down Rocher needing to turn right to access the roundabout to 
them come all the way back around to go along Hollowgate.   
6. Holmfirth has built a strong following for the weekend festivals ie food, folk and Art festivals 
which rely on certain road closures and the use of the market place as a venue - how do you 
envisage the loss of foot fall to Holmfirth from the removal of the ability to close Hollowgate and 
demolishing the venue. 
How do you envisage encouraging visitor interaction when all the proposed road changes will do is 
to remove parking and speed up access through the Town - this is not a redevelopment scheme 
this is a time and efficiency scheme that does not benefit the people who live here or the 
businesses of the Town.  
Can you explain what the time factor is for the proposed works? 
There has recently been an increase in small businesses to Holmfirth, a new chocolatier, a book 
shop etc I am sure they will not have forecast in their business plans for a loss of revenue whilst 
road works commence and visitors to Holmfirth dwindle as they are hindered access to the Town. 
How many businesses will still be viable once the work was completed and how many will cease 
trading or moving their business to locations that celebrate new business such as Marsden and 
Slaithwaite. 
Yes, I am a business owner but I have also been a resident of Holmfirth for the past 46 years and I 
love Holmfirth, which I believe should be encouraged to remain a healthy welcoming small Town 
and not a Town you pass through to go somewhere else, lets concentrate on welcoming the visitors 
to Holmfirth. 
 
I find the online and paper form does not allow for more than one answer, yes I am a business 
owner but I am also a resident, shop in Holmfirth and visit family 
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How does building a roundabout at the bottom of Dunford Rd, Making Victoria St one way, sending 
all the traffic along Hollowgate and pulling down Market Hall benefit the people and business of 
Holmfirth 
This is about time and efficiency in getting the most amount of traffic through Holmfirth in the 
shortest time, which does nothing to encourage people to visit Holmfirth but will increase the 
number of heavy goods vehicles travelling through the Town. 
Stop people parking selfishly on Victoria St with signs and penalties and place weight restrictions 
on Hollowgate to prevent lorries getting stuck on the original bridge and ban vehicles of a certain 
weight from entering Holmfirth with signs on alternative routes to advise. 
The plan itself seems to make Holmfirth centre look as if there is plenty of space to go along 
Hollowgate and turn right on to this 'new bridge' this really isn't the case and will cause pedestrian 
injuries to increase and congestion will just be moved to another area of the Town, the same will 
apply with the roundabout at the bottom of Dunford Rd.The roundabout will be congested by those 
back tracking along Hollowgate and residents of Rocher having to negotiate this to be able to do a 
left turn. 
 
This is not about the residents and businesses of Holmfirth whatever you have wrapped this plan 
up as this is not right for Holmfirth.     
 
There is then the case of the Market place which is used by various organisations including the 
food festival, art and music festival and folk festival plus the market stall businesses. It is pretty 
obvious why there has been no promotion or new traders encouraged over the last three years. 
 
How does building a roundabout at the bottom of Dunford Rd, Making Victoria St one way, sending 
all the traffic along Hollowgate and pulling down Market Hall benefit the people and business of 
Holmfirth 
This is about time and efficency in getting the most amount of traffic through Holmfirth in the 
shortest time, which does nothing to encourage people to visit Holmfirth but will increase the 
number of heavy goods vehicles travelling through the Town. 
Stop people parking selfishly on Victoria St with signs and penalties and place weight restrictions 
on Hollowgate to prevent lorries getting stuck on the original bridge and ban vehicles of a certain 
weight from entering Holmfirth with signs on alternative routes to advise. 
The plan itself seems to make Holmfirth centre look as if there is plenty of space to go along 
Hollowgate and turn right on to this 'new bridge' this really isn't the case and will cause pedestrian 
injuries to increase and congestion will just be moved to another area of the Town, the same will 
apply with the roundabout at the bottom of Dunford Rd.The roundabout will be congested by those 
back tracking along Hollowgate and residents of Rocher having to negotiate this to be able to do a 
left turn. 
 
This is not about the residents and businesses of Holmfirth whatever you have wrapped this plan 
up as this is not right for Holmfirth.     
 
I am also at a loss as to why you cannot identify as a resident, worker, shopper etc why does the 
form allow you only to identify as one and the same with your reasons for visiting Holmfirth? I might 
work in Holmfirth but I also shop, eat and meet family and friends. You have created a very one 
directional form that will then be used to manipulate business against residents thoughts!  

Hollowgate is currently a cute, quaint small scale street i.e. fine for pedestrians to access the 
market, chip shop, cafe etc. With a more major road w more HGVs it will be unsafe and destroy the 
appeal. Businesses will be badly affected in short term and long term. The river would be 
overshadowed by the bridge, again, reducing appeal for locals and tourists. Where would festivals 
and markets go? Better roads would equal more traffic moving more quickly - this doesn't benefit 
Holmfirth or its residents. We need traffic to move slowly, be able to park and for people to spend 
money in the shops, cafes and bars. Holmfirth should be a destination not a junction we want to 
traffic to COME TO IT NOT THROUGH IT!! 
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While I agree that there are on occasion some big trucks that use the Holmfirth roads as a short-
cut, the proposals with not alter this, They are addressing the wrong problem. Making traffic flow 
easier through Holmfirth will cause massive disruption to the town centre and businesses, 
encourage more trucks to use Holmfirth as a shortcut and split the town physically in two. If money 
does not exist to address the real problem by building a  bypass, I would suggest that this is a 
waste of public expenditure. The money could be better spend on improving the quality of the roads 
in Holmfirth and attracting more businesses into the centre through renovation of buildings, 
improved parking and business subsidies. I would be very interested to see your KPI's and the 
measures you will be taking to measure success? 

The proposed improvements would turn the centre of Holmfirth into something akin to a large 
roundabout, increasing the speed of traffic, destroying the ambience and making Holmfirth less 
pleasant for residents and visitors. 
I feel that this is a solution looking for a problem.  I travel through Holmfirth regularly on buses, as a 
car driver and a pedestrian, at all times of the day and early/late evening and have never 
experienced real congestion.  Although there are sometimes hold-ups they are usually because of 
a specific cause.   
I prefer the low cost option, as I feel much of the problem is caused by legal and illegal parking on 
Victoria Street.  The needs of pedestrians and cyclists need to be prioritised over saving a few 
minutes of the time of drivers.  

Queries, objections and suggested alternative scheme 
- 1.0 Queries –  
• Basis of model/projects; 
- On what basis are vehicle count projections based, there is no detail provided on this? 
- Versus which transportation models / strategy? 
- What parallel policies for emissions/journey time/transportation mix are considered? 
- 2.0 Objections –  
• Facilitating traffic flow encourages additional usage of the route through Holmfirth, negating any 
modelled reduction in journey time. Is this important factor included within the modelled projections, 
or merely based on expected natural growth and past usage figures (based on current road layout 
and the deterrent it prevents) 
• Forecasts based upon usage previously may not include changes to way of working ahead; 4-day 
week, lesser travel, greater home working, conference calling 
• Reducing the available length of Hollowgate takes away a valuable community events space 
which is used for the Food and Drink festival, Festival of Folk and various other events and 
celebrations which Holmfirth relies upon. 
• Access up/down Hollowgate would be difficult for Nabb J,I&N school access and residents on 
Cartworth Bank; has that been included in the traffic modelling? 
• Increased vehicle usage will result in greater emissions and impact on local health and wellbeing, 
has that been accounted for within the proposal for this scheme? 
• This scheme is part of a wider scheme (https://www.westyorks-ca.gov.uk/projects/west-yorkshire-
plus-transport-fund/corridor-improvement-programme-phase-1-kirklees-holmfirth-town-centre-
access-plan/)  
• Restriction of pedestrians from utilising the centre will be a disincentive to trade and business with 
local companies; destroying the town centre 
• Why would Kirklees / WYCA not spend the money on general road maintenance, speed reduction 
signage and mini-roundabouts instead – with more widespread safety and flow benefits associated 
• Scheme Aims –  
• > Create a more attractive environment for residents, businesses and visitors – this will not be 
achieved, why would additional roadway, less architecture, less pedestrian users and more traffic 
speed be attractive for anyone? 
• > Ease traffic congestion in Holmfirth – this may be achieved for a while, but the disincentive of a 
slow path through Holmfirth will bring additional traffic which brings associated risk, health impacts 
and detriment to the environment 
• > Improve efficiency and journey time reliability for all road users – the most efficient would be to 
let the traffic users decide via implementation of mini-roundabouts and zebra crossings for 
pedestrians 
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• > Create better access for local residents, workers and business owners – why not divert all 
goods traffic away from Holmfirth instead, this would be the best result. 
• Change of character –  
- Loss of the Holmfirth Market;  
• how is this to be replaced?  
• What happens to the lost revenue / property value if demolished with no sale/repurposing? 
• How can such a demolition be acceptable in current time of government mandated ‘austerity 
policies’ without the property having been reviewed for being re-purposed?  
• Surely this requires a decision by the Home Secretary or such to approve? 
- Holmfirth is a market town; Kirklees Council are proposing to delete this important landmark with 
no replacement, that is unacceptable  
- The proposal transforms the landmark centre of Holmfirth into a gyratory / road-centric 
roundabout facility rather than the pedestrian-centric format it is currently, that will directly deter 
trade and pedestrian visitors 
• Conservation Area –  
- By Kirklees Council’s own admission the centre of Holmfirth is a Conservation Area, so how can 
this proposal be permitted - (http://www.kirklees.gov.uk/beta/trees-listing-and-
conservation/pdf/conservation-maps/Holmfirth.pdf)  
• The designation of areas (rather than individual buildings) of special architectural and historic 
interest was first set out in the Civic Amenities Act 1967, and since then over 9,000 conservation 
areas have been designated in England and Wales. Kirklees Metropolitan Council has 60 
conservation areas and approximately 4500 listed building, 1% of all listed buildings in England. 
• Conservation areas are defined as ‘areas of special architectural or historic interest, the character 
or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance’ (Section 69 of the Town and Country 
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990). Conservation areas are recognised 
for the contribution they make to the cultural heritage and economic well being of the country and to 
the locality. 
• Listed Buildings;  
• ListedUID 1134884, 1-3 New Row, Hollowgate, will be subjected to additional HGV (and other) 
traffic, covered via the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990., how will this 
proposal protect this listed property? 
• Listed Buildings 2; There are other listed buildings on Victoria Street itself and Hollowgate Bridge; 
by improving the traffic flow, increasing traffic speed and enabling additional traffic volumes there 
will be damaging cyclical loading and vibration damage to these structures which the proposals 
make no allowance for mitigating. 
• 3.0 Suggested alternative scheme proposal –  
- 20mph town centre speed limit,  
- Replace traffic lights with mini-roundabouts and zebra crossings OR change sequencing of traffic 
lights to permit more Victoria Street traffic to proceed 
- Disallow HGVs, or install physical height restriction measures (barriers) and identify weight 
restrictions,  
- Add traffic hatching at the exit of Hollowgate / Victoria Street to stop traffic blocking 

Access to the river , community spaces for festivals etc need to be planned. This scheme is only 
concerned about traffic flow . Holmfirth is more than a thorough way for cars. Look at the [redacted] 
plan for inspiration . 

As above 

it would be a waste of money as there is no congestion in holmfirth.  

As above, hollow gate is too narrow to send buses and other vehicles along. I would propose no 
parking in Victoria Street,  looking at additional parking else where. Could there be investigation to 
take the traffic that comes down Dunford road to be diverted somehow?  

I think the proposal for changing the roads in Holmfirth centre would severely damage business 
and close Holmfirth.  

You are about to ruin Holmfirth in one foul swoop, you will make it a thoroughfare. A create chaos, 
no right turn out of Hollowgate is lunacy. 

Would be better off banning HGV's from the town during certain times 
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Concerned and unhappy about the proposed destruction of the market hall and the impact on 
shopping facilities in the town centre but also local events and festivals. 

It is nit wide enough to divert that amount of traffic through and  it won’t be possible to close it off. 
It’s massively important to be able to do that for events like the folk festival and food and drink. 

The proposed ‘improvements’ to traffic flow are in danger of encouraging heavy vehicles through 
our small town and are at the expense of Holmfirth’s character. Hollowgate is not an appropriate 
road for heavy vehicles, particularly because of the junction with Rotcher, a primary school route. 
Holmfirth is a town famed for its festivals which are enjoyed by residents and tourists alike. 
Hollowgate is usually closed for dancing and food stalls and this would not be possible if Victoria St 
was made one-way.  Please reconsider this proposal which looks to be a sledgehammer to crack a 
nut. 

I do not think that this proposal would be a good use of so much council money. 

This proposal would not improve anything  

As above 

Clearer signage leading to hollowgate and fine lorry drivers who ignore it and a pelican crossing at 
the bottom of dunford road to give those turning up and down it more opportunity to do so. 

See above 

This will reduce business space, create more roads to cross and make the town less convenient for 
those on foot. 

As above. 

Concerns about air pollution due to potential increased traffic through the village.  

I presume the market Hall will be demolished to provide the link road.  I do.not see this as a loss to 
the town as it is little used and a bit of an eyesore. 

Proposed changes are focussed on improving flow. This will only encourage traffic to pass through. 
We should discourage HGVs in particular to not use Holmfirth if they don’t need to. These plans 
would mean increased traffic, increased risk and increased pollution. As a resident, a parent and a 
car driver, I am against the proposed changes. 

The wrong objectives! Any traffiic scheme in this time of climate change should aim to reduce the 
volume of car use, not mitigate the impact of it. 
Hollowgate should be developed as a safe pedestrian and cyclist route with limited access for 
residents and a physical barrier at the junction with Victoria Street to prevent lorries using it. It 
should become part of a good cycle network from Holme to Huddersfield.  

I'm sure a great deal of work has gone into this, but I find it hard to believe that any scheme that 
encourages HGVs and buses to travel regularly along Hollowgate is a good idea. The road has 
pinchpoints that will make it difficult to accommodate large vehicles and pedestrians. It's in a dip so 
carbon emissions will impact on air quality. The idea of trying to turn right from the old market hall 
on to the main road, does not appear to have any traffic control, so will no doubt cause traffic to 
back up along Hollowgate further compounding the problem. Modelling is all very well, but the 
practical reality has to be suffered by the residents of Holmfirth. 

I am not convinced that the proposals will improve the environment for residents. The main driver 
behind this project appears to be reducing journey times. Local residents/workers are used to some 
congestion in what is a typical market town. I would like to see additional parking for visitors on the 
periphery so that people are encouraged to leave their cars and walk into Holmfirth thereby 
reducing emissions from cars circling the town looking for spaces. The number of times there is 
serious congestion (where all roads into Holmfirth are severely blocked) is small and usually 
happens if there has been an incident on the M62 or Snake Pass and lorries have been diverted to 
this area) I think money could be better spent devising a scheme which prevents heavy goods 
vehicles from entering the town in the first place 

I don’t see how the proposed development is going to be of any advantage to the people of 
Holmfirth. A totally appalling proposal. The disruption to the people of Holmfirth would be terrible, 
unpleasant for all roads going into the centre with extra lorries used in the alterations. There are 
already too many lorries thundering down roads into Holmfirth and this proposed change will not 
change that. 
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They don't go far enough to properly tackle the constraints on Holmfirth moving forward and really 
improving. The preferred option is an easy middle ground but doesn't solve the underlying issue of 
the car being king in Holmfirth. It's not a pleasant environment to wander around due to the amount 
of traffic and narrow pavements. The Council should look at other examples like Hebden Bridge, 
where you find a café culture with outdoor seating and it's a pleasant place to be. Improvements to 
Bridge Lane and making that one way (from the A6024 up to the A635) together with the new one 
way crossing proposed from Hollowgate back to the A6024 would be a workable way around a 
pedestrianised Victoria Street. Through traffic could simply pass along the A6024 as it does now, 
removing the need for the set of lights at the junction with Victoria Street. Traffic wishing to cross 
the river would follow the new Bridge Lane/Hollowgate bridge one way system described above. 
This would be achieved with the same kind of budget as the preferred option, as it doesn't need a 
large new bridge to be built by the Co-op - it uses an existing crossing point.  
 
The Council should be more ambitious in its goals and give Holmfirth a real chance to thrive. The 
private sector is doing its bit with new business like Block, Oscar's and the proposed Magic Rock 
bar; its time the Council took a brave step and did their bit too.      

Parking is and always has been an issue in Holmfirth, taking away a lot if no all of the car park 
beside the market hall and losing the market hall can never be considered an improvement.   Also 
the businesses beside the car park, Hobson's, Dawson & Hall & Piccolinos would be gravely 
affected.  DOes the planning department have a death wish to business in Holmfirth ? 

I strongly object to this scheme as do my neighbours and the majority of parents at my children 
primary school in Holmfirth. My objections are numerous and in no particular order: 
1. My own and many other children walk down Rotcher lane from school to cross hollow gate at 
various different points to get home or to meet parents. The road is relatively quiet at the moment 
and cars necessarily have to travel slowly down that road. The scheme would increase the flow and 
speed of traffic causing significant hazards to many children. 
2. The traffic in Holmfirth isn't that bad. If you travel to other places much it is clear that congestion 
is much worse in the majority of other towns. The increased volume of traffic would outbalance the 
effect that reducing standing traffic would have on pollution. Surely a scheme to get people walking 
more, using bikes or using buses would be a better use of the funding. There is a limited support 
for people on bikes as it is with poor cycle lanes ad badly surfaced roads. 
3. The congestion is worse now because the traffic lights at junction of Victoria street and 
Huddersfield Road were changed - when the lights stopped working a few years ago interesting 
there was no congestion because people just used their own sense of safe driving and intuition 
across the main cross roads. 
4. Traffic is often worse because of lorries and cars trying to find a short cut to and from the 
motorway off the Woodhead pass - restricting access would be much better than making this option 
even easier for lorries and therefore increasing traffic in the centre of Holmfirth. 
5. Despite its underuse the market is still used and could be better used if some of the intended 
investment for this were put into it to support renovations, marketing and community activity. The 
fruit and vegetable market is heavily used. 
6. During the year there are several festivals, parades and events that help to make Holmfirth what 
it is and give it a sense of community, identity and a celebration of its heritage. These festivals and 
events include, critically, closing Hollowgate. The scheme would make this more or less impossible. 
7. Holmfirth is considered as a historic town with a particular feel to it that will be significantly 
changed through this scheme. The community is trying to make the best of its assets through use 
of the Civic Hall, The old Adult Education Centre and other community spaces that are now being 
well used for creative purposes. We want the structure of the town to remain as it is rather than 
attempting to alter is underlying sense of place. Restricting car access rather than increasing it is 
the solution. 
8. Since the councils preferred option is one they suggest they don't have a budget for at the 
moment I object very strongly to having my council tax increased to pay for this or any other option. 
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I live on Dunford Road and have been a resident of Holmfirth for over 20 years - I strongly question 
the proposals being suggested and believe that it will attract more traffic, rather than 'easing' flow 
through the town as you suggest. 
 
Hollowgate is a conservation area and already classified as being at risk.  The council should be 
looking at preserving and enhancing this picturesque stretch of road, not destroying it.  In addition 
Hollowgate is the focus for at least three key festivals during the year - Holmfirth Festival of 
Folk/Holmfirth Arts Festival/Holmfirth Food and Drink Festival.  The road is closed to traffic for each 
of these Festivals to enable community celebrations to take place.  If Hollowgate is developed in 
the way you suggest then these big, celebratory community events will simply not happen.  All 
three Festivals provide a massive source of income and tourism to the Town and would be ruined if 
Hollowgate became a through road in the way that you suggest. 
 
Why not spend this money on public transport, cycle lanes and walking schemes so that we can 
reduce the level of traffic and move to a more sustainable future - in line with Climate Change 
concerns? 
 
I would also challenge the assertion that this road scheme would make Holmfirth more attractive to 
visitors - on the contrary, turning the centre of the town into one giant roundabout will totally spoil 
the feel of the place and gives the message that cars are more important than pedestrians.   
 
Finally I am deeply concerned about public access to shops and schools in the area.  There 
appears to be no consideration for the traffic which uses Rotcher (parents getting children to 
school) - how will cars coming down Rotcher be able to turn left onto the new through road?  And 
how will school children, on foot, get across the new road which will be even busier than it is now?  
There is no zebra crossing for them to use and I fear that lives would be lost if this development 
went ahead.  There is also no obvious route for pedestrians wanting to walk from the car park 
outside the existing market place along the A6024 to Holmfirth Mills - are they just supposed to dive 
across a two lane road and hope for the best?  
 
Overall I believe that a scheme like this will result in even more traffic coming through Holmfirth 
Centre not less.  Let's please regain some common sense on this matter and don't let this  
environmentally damaging proposal go ahead. 

This scheme would appear to be a solution in search of a problem. Should it go ahead it will ruin 
the character of Holmfirth and the reasons people visit. There is no big problem with congestion in 
Holmfirth. What little there is could be solved by restricting parking in the town centre,creating 
residents only parking on Dunford Road and  investing this money in public transport,cycling & 
walking. The scheme makes Holmfirth a traffic junction,destroys a conservation area, creates new 
roads for pedestrians to cross, ruins the town centre for the festivals which are a big part of the 
local economy and generally makes the town a less attractive place to visit. The bottom of Rotcher 
Lane has no provision for pedestrians in the scheme and this is a main route to school and I've no 
doubt traffic would back up right up there should this go ahead. There's no way for pedestrians to 
cross the new road at the market hall nor any provision for cyclists. Doing nothing would be far 
more preferable.  

On the whole I believe that the improvements will be of great benefit to both pedestrians and 
visitors.  

A small village like Holmfirth should ban large HGVs. The problems created with HGVs swinging 
out to go down Victoria St or onto Huddersfield rd will not be elevated with any of the current plans.  
 
The two zebra crossing create choke points. The one at the bottom of Victoria St should be 
removed and the other one changed to a Pelican crossing to facilitate a smoother flow of traffic. At 
present Victoria St gets clogged and creates problems at the traffic lights when pedestrians cross 
the road as a continuous flow. 
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Make Victoria St a non parking area (both sides) and have this enforced with a warden. Similarly 
have Hollowgate illegal parking enforced by a warden.  

Appears to be a reasonable solution to a difficult problem when the roads, especially Hollowgate, 
are too narrow to be widened.  

Please refer  to the comments made above .  
The preferred road scheme may ease the traffic flow through the town in the short term but it will in 
the future inevitably produce greater traffic flow . This in turn will negate the traffic flow 
improvements aimed at and at the same time adversely affect the town centre for pedestrians and 
visitors .  

My preferred option is the low cost option 

The scheme will encourage more traffic including more long based trucks creating a rat run through 
the village for vehicles to/from Saddleworth. Has anyone thought of stopping these vehicles from 
entering the village? You will be creating an island of heavy traffic and ruining the character of 
Holmfirth. Has anyone thought of controlling the traffic lights at the top of Victoria Street. The 
reason for traffic tailbacks is that sometimes only 2 vehicles are allowed through the lights. Maybe it 
would be better without any lights as traffic seems to flow when the lights are not working. Poor 
access is also caused by vehicles parking at the side of the road  on all the roads that lead into 
Holmfirth. What you are proposing is going to ruin the character of Holmfirth. Therefore badly 
affecting, tourism, local business and residents. 

I have not really found it a problem driving through Holmfirth and I travel during rush-hour at times. 
There are occasional delays which require a little patience when there is extra traffic diverted from 
Woodhead for example, but there are other places far worse. I feel the changes will only increase 
traffic through Holmfirth and deter people and tourists from visiting and shopping here. There is an 
increased risk to the safety of pedestrians as mentioned above with this proposed scheme.  

Please see above comments  

The current proposal would appear to create bottlenecks.  For example, at Rotcher Road for school 
traffic, I can only see the traffic being worse trying to get out of Rotcher Road on to the new road.  
Also, Huddersfield road has more junctions that currently.   
 
I really don't think that congestion is bad in Holmfirth.  Sometimes during peak hours.  However, 
this is expected of anywhere and not a justification for spending so  much money. 
 
Holmfirth has a centre that host various festivals across the year.  As the centre would be a big 
roundabout this would stop this from happening.   Access to local shops arounf the area would be 
worse.  

The improvements seek to solve a traffic problem by allowing more traffic thtough a tiny town. All 
structural solutions will be costly and harm the centre of Holmfirth at a time when businesses are 
struggling to stay afloat. The proposed scheme will allow more traffic to flow through Holmfirth but 
make shopping in Holmfirth more difficult and trecherous. A scheme that manages town centre 
traffic banning heavy goods vehicles after 7sm and before 6pm might be a better option and one 
worth trying before tearing up the centre of the town. 

I think that flattening an old part of the town and losing a resource for a quick fix is not the solution 
long term. Putting the link road through the area where the ugly post office and old lodges building 
(sainsbusry's) is a much more logical place for it to go. That area is poorly thought out and there is 
more room there to put a road through without demolishing older properties. It is ugly and the shop 
units are regularly empty, the top entrance onto Huddersfield Road has not even been inuse for 
many years because of this. The other option is to do nothing for now as the congestion is really 
not that bad. I have spent many years living in other towns and cities both in the uk and abroad and 
I really don't think Holmfirth traffic is that bad! There are so many events that use the town centre - 
Food and drink festival, arts festival, folk festival for exmple. All use Hollowgate and close it to 
traffic for the day. It would have a devastating effect upon those events and our little town needs 
the visitors and vibrant events. The proposed scheme woud impact the local community in a 
negative way. I do not want this to happen.  
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I don't think they're an improvement. The character of Holmfirth will be negatively affected by the 
extra road over the river and the loss of the market space. That building should be used in the 
market town to boost tourism not bulldozed. Hollowgate is a really attractive little road. It should be 
paved nicely and better signs banning waggons put in place. We'll lose space for the festivals in 
your plans. I'd prefer you knocked down that ugly Sainsbury's!  
Your plan prioritises vehicles and smoothing their journeys, while moving people to the side. 
Everyone knows that if the traffic flows a couple of minutes faster then sat navs will route more 
traffic through, causing more unsustainable traffic through New Mill and along the valley.  
You need to keep it as it is.  
I'm not willing to go through months and months of upheaval for this tiny gain in journey time, which 
will be lost through people rerouting anyway. 
Pointless idea. 

You need to consider how Rotcher Road access will be affected as this is quite a sharp bend now 
so may have issues with one way on Hollowgate.  

 
1. I have concerns that if it’s made easier for traffic to flow through Holmfirth more traffic will be 
diverted through the town (via satnav) causing issues not only in the town centre, but also to main 
routes into the town that have high residential populations and numerous schools.  
 
We already have issues with speeding on these main routes and the preferred plan will add to this. 
 
2. Hollowgate is a route popular with pedestrians, full of locally owned shops, cafes and 
businesses. Traffic should be improved in Holmfirth but not at the expense of an important route 
such as this.  
 
3. I have been advised by your department that the location of the new route in the preferred plan is 
based on the fact that the council will not have to pay for the land as the market (to be demolished) 
is owned by them. Other, potentially better, options have not been considered because of this. 
 
4. As a resident I for-see many issues the preferred plan would bring - more so than any benefits - 
such as grid locked traffic on Hollowgate; problems with gridlocking on the proposed roundabout; 
issues for pedestrians crossing Hollowgate entrance; issues at school times when parents are 
using the entrance at Rotcher during the school run. 
 
5. There are various festivals in Holmfirth that are indisputably important to the local economy. This 
plan jeopardises these buy taking out of use Hollowgate. When one of your colleagues was 
questioned about this at the drop in sessions, they said that they could temporarily pedestrianise 
Victoria street and make the new link on Hollowgate temporary two way traffic - THIS WOULD NOT 
WORK for many reasons. 
 
6. I have been given two estimates to how long the work will take by your colleagues in the drop in 
session. One said 9-12 months, another said 18 months. To have this length of high impact work 
taking place in the centre of Holmfirth (for no benefit to Holmfirth) would jeopardise local business 
greatly. Local businesses are really struggling at the moment and this could be the death nail for 
many of them. 
 
7. I have been advised that no studies, have, or will take place, on how the preferred work would 
impact on local businesses. I find this astonishing. I have been advised by your department that 
this is a plan to only benefit the flow of traffic (funds coming from a Leeds scheme benefiting the 
flow of traffic) and has no intent on town centre improvement.  
 
I am not against change, quite the contrary, I feel Holmfirth needs substantial government 
investment to improve the centre for its local businesses, and its residents. However, the preferred 
plan will only jeopardise Holmfirth, not benefit it. 
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The proposed improvements appear to primarily facilitate the easier movement of traffic through 
town rather than benefit residents of Holmfirth and its environs. Implementation would be very 
disruptive and deny Holmfirth  being a "destination" thus causing serious detrimental economic 
impact.  I think the plan is ill concieved when there are less costly more practical ways of improving 
traffic flow without destructing the unique attributes of this conservation town. 

1 the scheme will destroy the heart of Holmfirth - a roundabout at Victoria Square, trade in 
Hollowgate, closure of Hollowgate for festivals, siting of the bridge will spoil any opportunities for 
future development of the river for public enjoyment, Holmfirth is a conservation area and should be 
conserved not carved up for the convenience of passing through traffic.  2 Traffic congestion is 
caused by parking both legal and illegal and delivery.  This should be dealt with by a cheaper 
option.  The likelihood is over the longer term, the proposals will increase traffic which is not 
stopping in Holmfirth. 
3 Better access for trade - no it won't.  Trade will suffer during construction, trade will suffer 
following construction because Holmfirth will have lost its appeal - conservation issues and festival 
issues and declining trade 

In conclusion you have not provided any evidence of the need for the so called “improvements” for 
Holmfirth which would justify the damage to our town centre, the increased danger to pedestrians 
and the likely negative impact on local businesses of reduced footfall. You have also failed to justify 
why a huge amount of public money should be spent on this scheme. If parking violations on 
Victoria Street, Dunford Road and Hollowgate were enforced correctly and lorries were 
discouraged from making deliveries during peak times many of the short-term traffic holds-ups 
people experience in Holmfirth could be avoided. I hope that you will abandon this current scheme 
and consider more environmentally sustainable plans for Holmfirth’s long-term future. Talking to 
other residents and local groups there appears to be very little support for your plans and you are 
likely to face significant and long-term opposition if you press on in the face of such strong public 
anger.  

-The proposal to route traffic, inc lorries and double decker buses, down Hollowgate will ruin a 
characterful and historic section of Holmfirth centre. 
-traffic will find it very difficult to turn left out of Rotcher and right out of the new road, both into 
traffic flow, which will cause tailbacks, increasing congestion and pollution and making it far less 
attractive and safe for pedestrians and residents. 
- the proposal says it is designed to 'improve' the flow of traffic through Holmfirth (which I don't think 
it will) - the corollary of this is that planners want to increase the amount of traffic, inc lorries, driving 
through Holmfirth en route to other destinations, rather than discouraging them. 
- the most effective options to improve life for Holmfirth residents would be to 
(a) clamp down on the illegal parking on Huddersfield Rd and Victoria St (b) improve functionality of 
traffic lights (c) move pedestrian crossings further apart  (d )impose a 20 mph limit and build 
sleeping policemen (e) restrict size of lorries coming through the centre.(f) for the longer term, 
compulsorily purchase the building currently containing Sainsburys etc and build a link road 
between Station Rd and Huddersfield Rd in front of the Post Office.. 

I think making Victoria Street one-way, with wider pavements would be great but I'm worried what 
this means for Hollowgate...  
 
In the FAQs there's a question asking if any land is required and the answer just says that no 
houses are needed. The plan looks as though the market needs to be knocked down - is that right? 
Do any other shops / buildings also need to go to build this scheme? I think people need to know 
this to make a decision. 
 
I think if buildings need to be lost on Hollowgate then I don't support it. 
 
Congestion is only at peak times and if you make journeys faster you'll just encourage more traffic. 
Make cycle routes and bus services better instead. 
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It is plan geared towards increasing car flow, whereas neglecting pedestrian and community needs.  
I am travelling through Holmfirth centre ~14 times a week and whereas I find that the traffic is an 
issue, proposed changes so drastically influence the character of the town centre, I prefer the 
present standing. 
Especially, I do agree with Hollowgate being made one way  road. I would even take it further and 
made impossible to turn right from Victoria Road into Hollowgate (in my experience a source of 
congestion).  Making Hollowgate a high-throughput road HOWEVER would have big repercussions 
for pedestrians and should be avoided at all cost. I won't feel it safe for my daughter to cross busy 
Hollowgate on her own  on her way to school and assuming that other parents will have similar 
approach, this would actually increase traffic - I would have to drive her in the morning. Community 
would loose the central point for Art Festival, Food Festival, Folk Festival. Hollowgate could actually 
become pedestrianised access-only street. 

The best option is to do nothing, or at very most alter the existing traffic measures to become 
smarter and directly related to the number of cars waiting at crossings. 
 
These plans will make Holmfirth less attractive to visit and cars should rightfully be secondary to 
pedestrians and the historic environment. 

What will happen during the construction period? Will visitors 
and local shoppers be driven away by the disruption? 
 
Will the shops on Hollowgate survive road closures and the 
impact of trading on a much busier road with more HGV traffic? 
 
Once the market hall has gone, how does the council plan to provide for the weekly market? 
 
Hollowgate is very flexible and is used in different ways for our 
events and festivals. How will this be accommodated? 

At the public drop in, I asked about lorries travelling down Victoria Street and turning into Dunford 
Road using the proposed mini roundabout at the bottome of Dunford road. I was told that for HGVs 
that might find this difficult it would be suggested that they would turn left into the bus park, drive, 
around, past the post office, turn right towards the mini roundabout where they would find a left turn 
into Dunford road easier. This would cause real congestion with buses with people alighting and 
walking across the car park , pedestrians walking from the car park towards the river walk.and 
HGVs all sharing a very narrow road. An accident waiting to happen. Not to mention the frustration 
of the drivers. I have witnessed a very large HGV turn right at the bottom of Dunford road by 
mistake, he tried to drive around the bus park but then caused a road closure as he was unable to 
turn right onto the main road and had to shunt backwards and forwards a number of times; this 
caused a major hold up to traffic and was unsafe for pedestrian. 

I live on Lower mill lane and have to pass through the town centre to access and leave my home. 
Traffic is only difficult at about 5pm.  
Trucks sometimes illegally drive down hollowgate (perhaps because the signs are not prominent) 
when they get stuck on the bridge at the end - this can cause significant delays. 
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The preferred option has catastrophic impact on Hollowgate. This ancient thoroughfare has charm 
which can be enjoyed at the moment. If it becomes the route through it will suffer massively. 
The visual impact of Holmfirth as viewed from Hollowgate toward the Parish church will suffer - it is 
one of the best views in Holmfirth. 
Then there will be the loss of festival space. Folk festival, Arts festival, Food and Drink festival. 
Processions which delight visitor and local will be compromised and probably lost. 
Then there is the consideration of the delicate buildings on Hollowgate which will be subjected to 
heavy vehicles passing within inches. 
The children who go to Nabb school will have to cross a busy road with no crossing point. 
Demolishing the market hall to be replaced with a road diminishes Holmfirth as a place to shop and 
panders only to the motorist who will only benefit by a few minutes in transit time on their journey. 
The access from Scarfold is neglected. To get to Huddersfield will entail a left turn away from the 
intended direction of travel.  
The buses wanting to get from Holmfirth to Huddersfield direction will have to chance the right turn 
against the traffic without the benefit of traffic light control. 
has this plan considered the impact on Bridge Lane and Goose green which are steep and narrow 
but will be tempting 'rat runs'. 
The footpaths are widened except for that by Charlesworth's on the Huddersfield Road. And who 
would dare to access the three shops on Hollowgate (currently a takeaway, nail bar and sandwich 
shop)? 
Has this plan taken into consideration the impact of the improvements to the Woodhead Road on 
Holmfirth? 
By all means consider relocation of the zebra crossings, widening pavements where possible, and 
add to that the stricter controls on parking and deliveries on Victoria Street. 
But my preference is leave Holmfirth as it is, and put the pedestrian first.  
Holmfirth is a Conservation town. It deserves more consideration for its aesthetic merits and less 
for traffic flow experimentation.  

How about building a pedestrian bridge from Hollowgate to the top of Rocher Road to aleviate any 
concerns people have about the youngsters walking to school? 

I don't regard the proposed scheme as an improvement: 
1. is likely to increase through traffic including HGVs with no benefit to the town; 
2. it rips the heart out of the town creating a large roundabout around the town; 
3. we will lose the market hall; 
4. we are likely to lose some/all of the many festivals that make use of Hollowgate/the market 
building; 
5. it will make it more difficult for pedestrians - Hollowgate is narrow and not suitable for HGVs or 
increased traffic generally;    
6. there has been no consideration for children/carers crossing Hollowgate at the bottom of Rotcher 
to and from Holmfirth JI&N school; 
7. there is no provision for cyclists and the proposals are likely to make it more dangerous for them; 
8. overall we should be encouraging fewer vehicles not making it easier for through traffic and 
therefore increasing traffic. 

I think that building a new road is possibly not the answer. Is there not a way to use Bridge Lane as 
part of a one way system? I know the loop is a little larger than the proposed changes but it would 
only need widening a little to make this feasible. Has this option been considered? Perhaps then 
the whole of Hollowgate could be pedestrianised (perhaps with electronic bollards that can be sunk 
for deliveries and emergency vehicles). 
I think building a new road will only encourage more traffic to travel through the centre of the 
village. We shouldn’t be making it easier to drive anywhere. Cars ARE the problem. Why not think 
of ways to reduce car usage rather than make more space for them? It’s a longer lasting solution 
that is better for the health of all residents and the world at large.  
Also, in terms of business, there are hundreds of case studies and planning projects that have 
proved pedestrianising streets leads to higher footfall and profits for small local businesses. If you 
can’t find the information please do not hesitate to get in touch and I can help you find them. 
 
I think it’s great that you have realised there is a congestion problem but the solution is a bit out of 
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date. It would be nice to see some out of the box thinking. Ie thinking based on the future (and not 
just the foreseeable). A plan that takes into account; global warming and rising levels of obesity and 
the recent study that shows car fumes are more harmful than smoking cigarettes. 
I realise this will be classed (and most likely dismissed) as a vague response to a very detailed 
plan. But I honestly think just adding another road to the network is not a long term, thoughtful or 
forward thinking solution. 

The propesed change will just move traffic onto  hollowgate not solve anything. 
Only traffic build up at usual peak time like anywhere else. 
Should think about diverting traffic when M62 closed. 

local businesses will suffer greatly as people won’t want to walk through Holmfirth to shop if it’s full 
of big smelly lorries and high levels of traffic. I’m also concerned that the time and inconvenience of 
major road works will seriously impact our smaller businesses, much like I saw happen in Hull 
when they repaved the city centre for CC2017. The loss of foot traffic is detrimental to our small 
businesses.  

Pointless due to parked cars on every road in and out of Holmfirth  

The issues are only first thing in the morning and at 5pm, in my experience and delay me by just 5 
mins turning into Victoria Street. I can't help wondering if better lights management would ease the 
issue. The biggest issue in Holmfirth is parking not passi through.  

Overall there will be more roads in Holmfirth. This seems like the wrong direction. Despite marginal 
improvements on Victoria Street there is little here for pedestrians and no bike or bus 
improvements aimed at reducing car use. 

Having just moved to Holmfirth from another village undergoing major works (flood works in 
Mytholmroyd) I understand the impact of such major developments o businesses and residents. 
The benefit of this scheme is for through traffic, not for residents and businesses and as such is 
grossly unfairly disruptive with no benefit. 

Basically too expensive for too little gain. How can the council justify this expense?  

Totally against the re structure as this will not solve the amount of traffic and will hinder locals 
businesses and schools 

In implementing the proposed plans for changes to the road system I cant see how it will improve 
traffic flow. We will however, lose the market, parking and the ability to organise town events such 
as the folk festival & the food & drink festival - all of the events which take place in the town centre I 
love and being a resident of Holmfirth would not want to lose. I have small children and its always a 
great community atmosphere. I don't believe changing the road system would be more beneficial 
as I don't think the congestion is really that bad. Holmfirth is a small market town and I think we 
would lose that feel with potentially increased traffic and a different, newer road system. Leave it as 
it is please. 

It will destroy Hollowgate,cost a fortune for no significant traffic flow improvement,Holmfirth like 
most places gets congested at certain times of the day,this will change nothing but will have major 
detrimental affect on the character and small independent businesses of Holmfirth,it will improve 
little and destroy much!!!NOT TO MENTION THE TOTAL CHAOS DURING THE PROPOSED 
WORKS,IT WILL BE TERMINAL FOR MANY RETAILERS 

I do not think Hollowgate is the right place to direct even more traffic.  It is a very narrow  road and 
will it be able to cope with the weight of HGVs, buses etc.  The appearance of this area will be 
spoilt forever with the bridge installation.  It should be kept as it is. The Town of Holmfirth is being 
ruined by the high volume of traffic flowing through it. 

The proposal will destroy Hollowgate one of the most pleasant streets in Holmfirth often closed to 
vehicles during events such as the Folk Festival thus having a highly negative impact on Holmfirth 
centre itself.  The market will be demolished instead of making an effort to improve the market 
building - in my view an essential attraction of many small towns like Holmfirth. The proposed 
roundabout system on Victoria Square along with the new one way system will attract more HGV 
vehicles to use Holmfirth as a short cut between Yorkshire and Lancashire. I think it might just be 
moving congestion points from the main traffic lights to other new junctions. It might temporarily 
ease congestion but given experience of similar schemes it will soon revert to traffic congestion as 
of now. In my view invest the money into reinvigorating the market and improving the aesthetics of 
Holmfirth eg better street furniture, plantings, sympathetic surfaces etc. 
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I drive through Holmfirth repeatedly on a daily basis - obviously there can be some issues with the 
flow of traffic, but the proposal seems extreme and I believe will not improve the environment nor 
fits with the values of Holmfirth.  Increased volume of traffic, safety and pollution concerns and the 
negative impact it will have on Holmfirth as a place to visit, shop and for the residents to go about 
their daily activities.  I understand that local residents and groups have identified other, less 
extreme and disruptive means of addressing any traffic issues. 
 
Holmfirth has a vibrancy with the cultural events and festivals that occur yearly, the daytime and 
nighttime economy appears lively, new businesses are opening.  The proposed plan will have a 
negative impact on the cultural events and festivals held in Holmfirth, making it more a junction that 
a destination. 

They would ruin Holmfirth as an attractive place to visit.  
It would remove several areas used to park cars at present. Those of us who live here know how 
difficult it can be to park, but your plan will make it much worse. 
Holmfirth has a few festivals each year, which bring prosperity to the shopkeepers. You are 
planning to destroy Hollowgate and other sites which are used,all for the Sake of traffic movement. 
This plan will destroy Holmfirth! 

The mini roundabout at the bottom of Dunford Road is a good plan and long overdue. This alone 
will free up the flow of traffic through Holmfirth in all directions, additionally it is almost impossible to 
turn right from Dunford Road into station road (towards the PO) currently. 
Making Victoria St one way is not necessary, parking should be removed from this road and also 
from Hollowgate; this simple change will reduce congestion. 
Removed parking should be replaced using the top part of the market hall site which faces 
Huddersfield Road. The spaces gained will more than compensate for those lost and parking at this 
end of town will avoid the splitting of the town feared by your proposals. The lower part of the 
market hall site (at river level) should be paved and made a community facility  - encouraging 
residents and visitors to linger in the town. Such an area is also needed for the popular food, folk 
festivals etc which bring life and money into the town.  

As I have stated above, there is no need to lose a car park,  no need to build a link road and no 
need for a mini roundabout.  
The trouble these days is no one has the patience to wait their turn, this is where traffic lights win 
over a mini roundabout.  

I do like what is being proposed. However it appears that no provision has taken place for the lost 
parking spaces, neither has provision been taken for Holmfirth JI & N School and the children that 
walk through the area, before, after and during school time. 

This plan will destroy the character of Holmfirth.  In no way, shape or form will in 'improve' 
Holmfirth.  We will become a bypass for lorries.  All the shops will suffer - many unlikely to survive 
the building process.  As a resident, and someone who works in Holmfirth I honestly feel that this 
proposal is not needed (or wanted by most people I have spoken to). 

A one way system should enable traffic to flow. 

First and foremost I do not see that there is, at present, a significant traffic problem.  It is no great 
hardship to have to wait the extra few minutes that might be required occasionally when travelling 
to/through/around Holmfirth. 
I feel in any case, that all this plan will do is shift what is "perceived" to be a problem from the 
queue at the top of Victoria Street to the proposed new junction with Huddersfield Road.    
HGVs will NOT be able to negotiate Hollowgate, and access from Rotcher will be all but impossible, 
and dangerous for pedestrians. 
The only time a significant problem occurs, in my own experience, is when Woodhead Pass is 
closed and traffic, particularly HGVs, is re-routed through Holmfirth. 

Holmfirth has a thriving festival culture. Why hasn’t more thought been given to that? 

Widened bridgr at Hollowgate will probably cause more congestion as traffic joins Huddersfield 
Road.  Pedestrian crossings will be inadequate.  

I agree that there can be queues mostly of cars at the morning and evening commute along 
Huddersfield Rd towards Victoria St but the only problem of congestion I witness at other times is 
caused by huge wagons trying to negotiate the  corner of the top of Victoria St. This will not be 
alleviated by these plans. It is the huge lorries that need removing from Holmfirth's narrow roads.  
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I come through holmfirth from Holmbridge most days and for a busy little village I don’t believe the 
traffic is too bad. Stopping people parking down Victoria street would help when large wagons are 
passing through. 

Traffic travelling from town to Holmbridge would still need to be controlled by lights.  This in turn 
would mean that Traffic turning down the Victoria Street's one way system would be held up at the 
lights at some point.  Traffic from the new road would also be held up by lights at the same point 
thus causing congestion on Hollowgate, especially if lorries and buses were involved.  There does 
not seem to be any point to a roundabout at the bottom of the street.  Holmfirth does SOMETIMES  
have congestion problems but these are mostly caused by accidents either over Woodhead or on 
the M62 when traffic is diverted.  At other times it is busy, but not unmanageable.  Friday 
afternoons seem to be  the worst times. 
To lose the Market Hall on such a scheme is a terrible idea.  The Market Hall should be promoted 
not disposed of.  It is a Centre, the like of which is essential to a small town.   
These proposals will take the heart out of the town.  Hollowgate is particular to Holmfirth.  
Businesses on there would be severly damaged by these proposals.  The Folk Festival, the Food 
Festival, the Arts Festival all use Hollowgate as an important area. 
Under these proposals, Holmfirth would indeed become a transit town, you would go through it 
when you were transiting sometwhere else.  At the moment people come to Holmfirth to look at it.  
They enjoy it's quaint streets and character.  Even the parking isn't that expensive.  Holmfirth has a 
special identity which it needs to keep, and these proposals will destroy that identity. Kirklees need 
to look at what they have done to Huddersfield with their solutions to 'traffic problems'.  
Huddersfield is now a ghost town, a place where I seldom visit, whereas at one time I would be 
going every couple of weeks.  I believe some money is available for this scheme, and if it is not 
used, it will be lost.  Then let it be lost, or used somewhere else where it can make a positive 
difference not a negative one eg Huddersfield. 

The removal of what is already a very low number of car parking spaces in the centre is sheer 
lunacy. 

Building a new link road between Hollowgate and the A6024, Huddersfield Road - totally disagree 
especially if it means losing the market as this is one of the main reasons we regularly go to 
Holmfirth. 
Removing parking bays on Victoria Street to widen footpaths completely agree - this should be 
done immediately to reduce the traffic queues at the lightsProviding two loading bays, and three 
disabled parking bays on Victoria Street disagree - no need for this - all deliveries should be out of 
hours. 
Banning the right turn from Hollowgate bridge onto the A6024, Huddersfield Road pointless this 
doesn’t create issues. 
You should be looking Holmfirth survival and how to encourage residents to visit the centre more 
often - free parking for residents should be considered 

This plan is completely unsuitable for Holmfirth residents and businesses. The disruption caused by 
the work itself will damage businesses and be potentially unsafe for pedestrians. The “best”  plans 
are not a best solution under any circumstances and serve only to make it quicker to pass through 
as a commuter. 
 
- the plans are completely at odds with the Transition Town agenda. We finally have a lot of new 
businesses in Holmfirth and now we are going to make it harder for them to make a living for at 
least a year while the unnecessary work takes place? 
- there are lots of safety implications. We are worried about our own customers and pedestrian 
access to the shop. Also concerned about HGVs turning right onto Huddersfield Road from the new 
road right outside our door. 
- We are concerned about the safety of pedestrians on Hollowgate, particularly for Holmfirth J&I 
school  
- you need to be clear with business owners what sort of financial compensation will be available 
should businesses suffer a fall in footfall during the work 
- will there be a loss of parking when the many construction workers decide to park opposite the 
library?? Can you arrange for another place for them to park. This is already a very busy car park 
and we cannot afford to lose spaces. 
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- the road networks (SMALLER roads) are unsuitable for more traffic in Holmfirth. Why would you 
want to encourage more cars etc? 
- Environmentally, this appears to be very short sighted. Shouldn’t we be trying to reduce car 
useage and improve other infrastructure? 
- this should not be a choice of this plan or NO plan. Go away and work out a plan that will 
work...CONSULT people before you’ve drawn up plans and find out what they need. 
- what about the many events that we have. Are you cancelling these? (festivals etc) 
- why are we shutting the market? We are very keen to use the market for events but have been 
quoted £380 plus VAT per day?!! The civic hall can do this for very little cost. Is it any wonder it’s 
sat empty most of the time? 

The proposed development will more than double the traffic along Hollowgate. Victoria Street being 
rendered one way will mean that most of the traffic coming down Victoria Street, Station Rd and 
Dunford Rd will now be channelled along Hollowgate.  
Buildings and businesses on this small historic road will be lost or seriously affected.  There is 
currently a size restriction on  lorries entering Hollowgate. Presumably, once there is a bigger 
bridge this size restriction will disappear as lorries will no longer be able to go up Victoria Street.  
Hollowgate will be transformed from a road commonly used as a pedestrian thoroughfare to a 
major road used by HGVs. It will become unfeasible to use it for community events. The quality of 
life in Holmfirth for residents, as opposed to car drivers using it as a through route, will deteriorate. 
In addition, for residents living on Rotcher, Goose Green, Cemetery Road, Cartworth Road and 
Cartworth Bank Road, Hill House etc, descent into Holmfirth will be rendered considerably more 
difficult. Traffic to and from Nabb Primary School will be similarly affected.  
Holmfirth's centre is in danger of seeing its historic heart  sacrificed in the name of fast traffic flow.  

I think widened footways will be great. I think the plan will certainly improve the traffic flow. Taking 
down the market will improve the aesthetic in the centre. It would be great if we could also demolish 
the shopping centre! If we could that would also be a good place for traffic to cross the river.  

While there maybe a problem with traffic in Holmfirth and increasing in the future this plan will not 
solve it. The centre of Holmfirth will become a big roundabout wrecking the streets and shops 
around it. I don't see how 44 ton artics/big trucks will be easily able to manoeuvre down 
Hollowgate, into the new road where the market is and at the new junction with the A6024. They 
will have to swing out into the opposite carriageway. Assuming the existing junction at 
A6024/Victoria Street and the new junction with the A6024 market are light controlled (they will 
have to be if traffic can drive  south down the A6024 past Victoria Street) it will hugely increase the 
possibility of gridlock being close together. All in all this plan will be a disaster for Holmfirth and it is 
time to think outside the box. 

No thought has gone into the fact that a 60 ft Arctic will be unable to navigate the mini roundabout 
without causing a potential hazard to other road users. 
How is it safe for pedestrians on Hollowgate with HGV driving past at upto 30mph. 
No acceptably safe provision for pedestrians crossing Dunford Rd,Hollowgate,Rotcher. 
Increased danger to pedestrian exiting shops on Hollowgate. 
If traffic backed up from Holmbridge end to the mini Roundabout no provision for vehicles exiting 
the new Rd towards Huddersfield causing gridlock. 
There is no need for a new road....parking restrictions and Diverting HGVs from the Town will solve 
the issues currently faced.. 

Why on earth would you even consider routing large vehicles along Hollowgate 
This is madness 

The plans seem to seek to make things easier and better primarily for through-traffic and not for 
local residents or businesses.  They do not address how local residents walk into the centre of 
Holmfirth, only focusing on those pedestrians who are in the centre already (the plans particularly 
address Victoria Street, which is one of the roads which is least problematic as a pedestrian aside 
from drivers who ignore the pedestrian crossing - another issue that needs to be focused on).  
People should be encouraged to walk in from outlying residential areas and feel safe in doing so, 
rather than feeling that they need to drive in, thus adding unnecessarily to traffic conditions. I feel 
that these plans, far from encouraging people to walk and use public transport, will encourage 
people to drive, and I fear that it will only serve to increase HGV traffic which, as stated in the 
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previous section, Holmfirth's roads were never designed to accommodate.  This is a more pressing 
issue. 

In short strongly oppose any removal of market building and creation of a roundabout. I am for the 
removal of parking on Victoria st.  

Holmfirth is a vibrant market town.  Much of its success in attracting visitors/tourists is its cultural 
offerings, heritage and street festivals.  Implementing this scheme will have a major impact of the 
towns ability to host such festivals in the future cause damage to the built environment. 
 
Will the economic cost to the town be compensated for adequately by the benefit of being able to 
travel through the town more quickly.  Something that does not provide the locality with any 
economic advantage. 

The roundabout at the bottom of Dunford Road is a sensible proposal and making Hollowgate one 
way at the pinch pont after the Rotcher Road junction is a good idea. All the rest is too destructive 
and ill considered, destroying what it seeks to protect. 

Extra traffic, pollution and danger along hollowgate where our boys cross twice daily to attend Nabb 
school. 
 
Disruption and added problems from any construction. 
 
The plans are to allow more vehicles to pass through without adding anything to the town. It wont 
help business and the local economy and will only encourage more traffic and pollution. 

The problem in holmfirth is the sheer amount of traffic going through. By making it one way I’m not 
convinced that Hollowgate is suitable to take the same volume of traffic! The congestion has got 
worse since the traffic light configuration was changed at the top of Victoria street! Congestion also 
occurs when people abandon vehicles to drop off/ make delivers!  

It would be a shame to loose Hollowgate. 

These are not improvements for the town: they are perceived improvements to a journey time issue 
from further afield.  Holmfirth's character, heritage and environment should not be sacrificed for the 
sake of less than 2mins of supposed journey time savings across a wider area.  Congestion is 
limited to key times and for most who travel around Kirklees, there are far more congested areas 
which would benefit from this investment.  Holmfirth should have minor changes considered such 
as those in the low-cost option but all proposals should be discussed with the local community. 

Hollowgate is often used for festivals and art shows. How would you shut this off to traffic with your 
proposed changes? Alternative routes need to be considered, especially for larger vehicles.  

I don't see this scheme as an improvement.  There are short delays for traffic at certain times of the 
day on Huddersfield Road, but I don't consider these long enough to demand this disruption to the 
amenities available to visitors and residents.  If vehicles are able to move through the village more 
quickly, it will just encourage more trucks, making our roads more dangerous and our air more 
polluted. 

There should be traffic lights not a roundabout at the bottom of Dunford Road.   To stop the traffic 
from New Mill Road and allow traffic out of Dunford Road. 
 
The parking on Dunford Road is now so bad, that there are no passing points for larger 
vehicles.   3 nights on the run this week traffic has had to turn round in the road and go back into 
the village to create space for 2 buses to pass each other. 
 
Dunford Road is now so heavily congested that at times it can take over 45 minutes 
from Longley farm and out at the bottom of Dunford Road. 
 
How do these plans alleviate this, they actually make it worse.   At least now with the box junction, 
traffic which understands the rules for this, do stop and let traffic out. 
 
Traffic on a roundabout coming from the right is never going to give way to traffic on the left.    You 
will make Dunford Road totally gridlocked constantly. 
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My concern is that these changes make Holmfirth less rather than more pedestrian friendly - 
particulary the lack of controlled crossings.  
I find it difficult to see how children and the disabled will be able to safely negotiate the traffic and 
the top of Victoria Street and the top of the new road coming out onto the Woodhead Rd. You show 
uncontrolled crossings here - presumably just dropped kerbstones. For both locals and tourists, the 
walk from Bloc/Longleys/the Library to Charlesworths/Holmfirth Mills will now involve walking to the 
Woodhead Rd controlled crossing (at Yorkshire Building Society), walking down to the bottom of 
VIctoria St, using teh zebra crossing then walking back up VIctoria Street. 
 
I feel that the shops and library on the North side of Woodhead road are going to be isolated by the 
lack of a crossing to the west of VIctoria St. 
 
I am also concerned at the positioning of the uncontrolled crossing opposite Rotcher. Currently, 
there is an island, but the siting of the crossing crosses two streams of traffic, which will be at much 
higher volume. Currently many children walk to school on their own, but this crossing position 
would simply not be safe for them to use. Moving the crossing further west would mean 
approaching the Rotcher exit 'blind' to cars coming down ROtcher. 
 
We would miss having Hollowgate as a relatively low traffic route and the times when it is closed off 
for the numerous festivals we are luckyto have in Holmfirth. 

See above. 

I would like to raise my concerns and question various parts of the proposed Holmfirth 
improvement plan.  
1. Impact on Rotcher Road, school traffic, children crossing etc. As it stands this will cause 
significant problems and will be dangerous to young children and parents taking and collecting 
children as well as school activities when teachers walk young children through Holmfirth 
2. The turning circle required at the proposed bridge onto Huddersfield Rd will require a similar set 
up to the current lights at Victoria Street to allow lorries to turn. With the introduction of traffic lights 
to manage the turning this will create further bottlenecks of traffic on the flow from Greenfield Rd.  
3. There is also a further wide turning circle required opposite Worthington Browns where the road 
narrows (less than 35 yards to the proposed new turning). If at busy periods the road is blocked 
and lorries are trying to come through this will have further impact on all flow of traffic for all 
entering Holmfirth from the West. 
4. With traffic turning right through the proposed new route any cars in the existing car park next to 
market hall, will be significantly impacted given the increase flow of traffic 
5. By making these changes I am of the view it will only attract more traffic and not alleviating it 
creating further problems and destroying the appeal of a historic town centre in a conservation 
centre 
6. There will be significant impact to local businesses from which they may not be able to survive 
during both the build and beyond due to the positioning of the plan 
7. There are also environmental concerns. At a time when we are trying to lower carbon omissions 
the increasing the flow of traffic through the centre will only increase it.  
8. The actual reasoning behind this proposal - on the questionnaires and electric signs inviting 
comments it says ‘Holmfirth Improvements’. Whilst I am all behind improvements and investment 
the origins of the grant dictate that it can only be sourced if it improves traffic flow. This does not 
mean it has to demonstrate improvements for pedestrians, residents or businesses of Holmfirth. 
The scheme is misleading 
9. I am against the demolition of the Market centre. It is historical building and whilst it may be an 
expenditure now, what alternatives have been explored to utilise the space as a viable commercial 
venture either publically or privately? 
10. By changing Hollowgate and the market place you are removing one the key public hubs for the 
various attractions Holmfirth offers throughout the year e.g. folk Festival, food & drink festival 
Whilst I am all for investment and recognise the importance of improving the centre. I would 
question whether for a smaller localised investment the following improvements can be made which 
would have a significant impact on flow of traffic and would also benefit the local and tourist 
experience to Holmfirth 
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1. Why can’t access to Hollowgate be restricted access, cobbled streets, width bollards etc. 
Encouraging a more pedestrianised area like they have on the continent 
2. Need to move the current Zebra crossings or even remove the one outside the butchers 
3. Remove parking and loading bays on Victoria street widen pavements maintain two way traffic 
4. Remove parking outside Barclays  
5. Improved parking facilities on Hollowgate 
6. Research better ways of maintaining & investing in the market hall 
7. Better phasing of the lights at Victoria Street 
In summary I do not support this scheme for the reasons outlines above. However I welcome more 
research and investment into ‘improving Holmfirth’ for everyone working with what we already have 
and with minimum impact on businesses, tourists and locals alike. 

I don’t agree that by re-routing traffic along Hollowgate will enhance the environment for local 
businesses or residents / visitors. In my opinion the fact there will be an increase in HGV’s on 
Hollowgate will make the street less unnatractive, especially for pedestrians. Will there be weight 
restriction for vehicles coming through Holmfirth as Hollowgate is narrow? It could be difficult for 
arctics etc to turn right onto the new bridge and then right or left onto Woodhead Road. Has this 
scenario been modelled? 
 
Has traffic modelling been carried out for peak hours whilst traffic is queuing on A6024 back 
towards Greenfield Road? It will be difficult to turn right from the new bridge during this time which 
could result in queuing traffic on Hollowgate which would effectively prevent travel through the town 
centre.  
 
What is the arrangement for vehicles coming down Rotcher? Will they have to turn left down 
Hollowgate or right to the new roundabout? Either of these instances could be problematic. 

I am awar of other road alternate shcemes which at first inspection avoid many of the faults of the 
current proposal. Please review and cosnider by watching the graphic found on www 
holmevalleyvision com. 

Reduction in parking facility in centre of Holmfirth;  question position of bus stop to replace the one 
outside the market hall 

The loss of the market hall reduces options for craft fayres, food markets etc.  Developments in 
Holmfirth need to focus on bringing people in not speeding people through.   

Not necessary  

They won’t work. They are just moving the problem.  

I do not feel it is an improvement  

The traffic always moves very smoothly when the traffic lights are not working 

Ill thought out. 

Perhaps a better idea would be to limit HGV access to the town centre more aggressively. 

I wouldn't want the other side of Hollowgate, the Elephant and Castle side, to be detrimentally 
affected by the changes as we have a lot of good shops at this side, e.g. Fair Trade shop, Longley 
farm shop and Ponden Mills etc.  We also have the Nook and the restaurants at the bottom of 
Dunford Road into Victoria Street/Hollowgate.  These need to be safe to access as they are 
popular places as far as local people are concerned.   
It looks as if large lorries wouldn't be able to pass through Hollowgate if the pavements are 
enlarged, which might be good for Holmfirth, but would this have an affect on Honley junction which 
can be a nightmare at the best of times?   
Also I presume we would have two sets of traffic lights in close proximity on Huddersfield Road 
which might cause problems particularly if the sequencing isn't right.  

Current proposal wastes tax-payers money .  Try simple , low cost,  solutions first. 

Current proposal would close all the shops along Hollowgate. 
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The scheme clearly doesn’t account for cyclists. Holmfirth and the surrounding areas are a haven 
for cyclists. The new plan will deter them coming into Holmfirth and this will effect the local 
economy. If he scheme suggests a reduction in the so called congestion, it will only encourage 
more traffic, in particular lorries. The town centre streets were not designed for very large vehicles. 
The scheme will also destroy the quaintness if the town and again deter tourists, thus reducing our 
economy as mentioned before. Also, it will affect Hollowgate which won’t be able to be used for our 
local festivals, which will destroy the town’s charm and magnetism. Holmfirth should NOT be 
considered a ‘roundabout’ just to ease traffic. It will makes things worse, when it really isn’t that 
bad. I also feel that lorries and large vehicles should be banned or pay a toll. Please don’t destroy 
our town. And the market hall should remain and be used more, as it is for our festivals.  

Not needed. 

Other actions would resolve main of the issues - this is the wrong solution to the wrong problem.  
The proposals are not improvements and will lead to a host of other problems.  This public 
engagement has started three stages in rather than at the real beginning - a root cause analysis of 
the problems - which could have been a wonderful inclusive engagement exercise of which 
Kirklees could have been proud.   

These are not improvements.  They risk causing considerable harm to a town centre that is 
internationally known and is comparatively doing well.  A very different, bottom up approach to 
dealing with traffic and developing the town centre is still possible.  Kirklees is challenged to prove 
that its local plan policies which commit the Council to carbon emission reductions and putting 
people and cyclists first are genuine, not mere rhetoric. 

In my view the proposed scheme is likely to be highly effective in easing congestion for people 
passing through Holmfirth and improving the quality of the town for residents, shoppers and 
visitors. 

Cannot see any advantage having huge lorries still having to turn onto The A6024 just at a different 
place, knocking down market hall in the process, onto very narrow road where there are more 
pedestrians than at the present point 

utter maddness waste of money u havent got just put it on council tax as normal 

 The suggestions will only aid traffic travelling through holmfirth.  Not residents and particularly not 
the businesses in the vicinity.  

To open Hollowgate up to traffic would be a disaster for Holmfirth. It would mean none of the 
festivals would be able to use the space and cultural heritage of the site devastated.  
 
Improving car parking and limiting parking on the main roads would ease traffic flow.  
 
There is no consideration to the 100's of families using Hollowgate and Victoria Square to get to 
NABB school. There is no mention of improved pedestrian access on Hollowgate. 
 
How does the Plan show consideration for Holmfirth as an important Conservation Area, currently 
labelled as ‘At Risk’ by Historic England? 
 
This plan is weighted to improve the flow of traffic THROUGH Holmfirth. As a resident I'd like to be 
able to stop and park easily, walk around easily, and enjoy the wealth of heritage, festivals and 
local shops. Creating an easier way to drive through will take away from the atmosphere from town. 
It will have a irreversible effect on the town.  

Alternative suggestion that more cost effectively, less disruptively, solves the present and future 
dynamics, site / location, geography etc. Build the new road extension and bridge over the Holme 
River from School / Market Street, adjacent to the top edge only of Crown Bottom car park alas 
crossing the Holmeside Memorial Gardens to Station Road / Towngate. Thereby form a two lane 
one-way gyratory clockwise (or just as easily, anti-clockwise) when the pre-existing radial-centric 
road infrastructure’s all linked-up.  
An ongoing venue for a market is importantly also retained. And merely switching the traffic jams at 
busy times into Hollowgate is avoided. 
A far better investment of £4.9m. 



 

239 | P a g e  
 

I acknowledge that there needs to be a solution to the traffic congestion in the centre of Holmfirth. 
However these "so-called" improvements will destroy the town centre. 
It will encourage more and more ever larger lorries (for example the regular Plevin lorries) to use 
Holmfirth as a route into and out of Manchester. 
Local businesses will close at a time when local authorities are looking to regenerate town centres 
and encourage people to shop locally. 
If there was no parking allowed on Victoria Street that would solve much congestion. 
This plan has been devised without consultation and I suspect by using virtual modelling. 

I drive commercial vehicles hollowgate is not wide enough for cars  
Artic trucks going on there will be absolutely crazy and dangerous to pedestrians the plans will 
damage the character and events held in Holmfirth  

As above - the proposed improvements would not improve congestion; they would simply cause 
congestion up Dunford Road and along Hollowgate. 

I hate the idea of having a large 'squareabout' and knocking down the market. I much prefer the 
general idea proposed by [redacted] and others on the Holmfirth Community Facebook group that 
provides for the increased point of view of the pedestrian and feeling of Holmfirth as a town centre 
as opposed to the proposed plans which are solely focussed on car drivers passing through. 

I do not see the proposed alterations as improvements, they will attract even more traffic to 
Holmfirth. Other options should be looked at which take the traffic away from the centre, not 
bringing more in. 

I think these plans feel like an expensive sledgehammer to crack a nut if your intention is to 
improve Holmfirth for the people who live there.   
 
If your intention is to make it easier for lorries then you have probably cracked it.   
 
Much more sensible would be to prevent HGVs passing down Hollowgate, sort out the phasing of 
the lights at the top of Victoria St and leave it at that.  Rarely does it take longer than 5 mins to pass 
through the town. 

See above. 
 
I really struggle to see how this plan will help address congestion in Holmfirth town centre and the 
problems associated with having so many cars passing through. We need to make the centre a 
less attractive through route, not more attractive! 
 
I don't think wider pavements on Victoria Street will help - there'll still be a constant stream of noisy 
polluting cars going town the centre. I especially don't think this is worthwhile if it means knocking 
down buildings on Hollowgate (which the evasive FAQ answer makes me think you're planning). 
 
Get rid of the bus station car park or just leave this for the disabled and bikes.  
 
Put money into bus services and cycle routes along the valley bottom instead. 

Traffic is only bad at school times and when the M62 or A628 is shut. It's not a good idea to make 
Holmfirth a rat run. 

will ruin this beautiful little town 

the roundabout might be a good idea, as the Dunford Road junction can be busy, but i think turning 
Victoria Street into a one way and building a new road in place of the markets, will be just as bad, 
and where would the markets be moved to?, as a lot of businesses use those premises, I feel 
Hollowgate will end up being jammed with traffic.  

Would it be cheaper and equally effective to replace the Market Hall with car parking space which 
would free up traffic flow in Victoria Street? 

The proposals strike me as the result of lazy thinking and taking the easy course. It would change 
the town in a disastrous way. Victoria Street sufferer from poorly phased traffic light and, 
particularly in summer, from steady streams of people using the zebra crossing at the bottom, 
frequently backing up traffic. 
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Looking at the proposals I don't think they will improve the traffic situation in Holmfirth at all and 
could potentially make it far worse. 
Except for one pedestrian crossing I assume there will be no traffic lights on the A6024 so those 
travelling from Huddersfield into Holmfirth or to the Woodhead Rd could see an improvement but 
this would be to the detriment of all the other routes. Those wanting to turn right towards 
Huddersfield from the proposed new road who find it pretty much impossible at the busier times of 
day especially if there is a queue of traffic wanting to turn right into Victoria from Woodhead Rd. It is 
also possible that the larger lorries will struggle to turn left from the new road if the traffic towards 
Huddersfield is backing up. This has the potential to totally gridlock Towngate. 
Also exiting Rotcher Rd into Hollowgate will also be much my difficult after the 'improvements'. 

See above 

Traffic should be guided around Holmfirth as a bypass, not continue through it which is really the 
problem with congestion. 

As above. We feel strongly that character and buildings should nit be lost with any plans. Re 
provisioning and investment in the buildings should take precedent. 

An utter waste of money, double yellow lines down the main street will resolve any issues with 
congestion.  It is parked vehicles down this road that causes the issues both sides normally.  
Simply apply common sense and mark this section of road with double yellow lines.  Reduce the 
size of buses that run through the town double decker busses with 2 people on them are not 
efficient use of space or fuel.   

As above this will not stop the amount of traffic coming in to and through Holmfirth . I do not agree 
that it will improve the traffic flow  

Much better than the rumoured plans .... to flatten the market hall and make huge roundabout! 

Nimbys need to recognise the current population, and vehicle use, of and through Holmfirth. People 
are harking back to the 70s (but still want 2020s quality of life, activity levels in the town etc.) 
Please ensure traffic priorities are set to stop the daily 1/4mile tailbacks (in all directions). Not sure 
that the roundabout will stop Dunford Road jams. Probably need lights to control access onto the 
one way system. 
Maintaining a market premises, and parking would also be good. 

See above 

• The proposal is primarily aimed at getting more traffic through the village more quickly, this is not 
a priority for most residents 
• Faster traffic flow will make the route through Holmfirth more attractive to long distance traffic 
such as HGVs which will lead to more heavy traffic in the village creating a short cut from M1 at 
Sheffield/Wakefield to M62/Manchester. Look at what happens when the M1 or M62 are blocked 
around Leeds. 
• Faster through traffic on Hollowgate and Victoria St. will make crossing the road by shoppers, 
residents, school children more difficult and dangerous. If pedestrian crossings are increased this 
will defeat the object of the improvements. 
• The businesses within the circular road scheme will become isolated and suffer greatly. 
• The traditional Holmfirth Market will be destroyed and it is unlikely that an alternative venue will be 
found. The current market traders (including us) will lose their livelihoods with no compensation and 
customers who enjoy the market environment will lose out. 
• The market is a draw for visitors with many travelling from Saddleworth, Sheffield, Manchester et 
al. This business will be lost to Holmfirth. 
• The village is well known for its regular festivals which bring visitors from a wide area. The 
festivals use Hollowgate and Victoria Street for stalls, parades, dancing etc. Will the new traffic 
scheme be closed for these festivals? Or will the festivals close? 
• The scheme will make Holmfirth into a lifeless village used only as a bypass. 

The new access road from Hollowgate to A6024. Traffic turning right could be too near the traffic's 
right turn into Victoria street and increase congestion instead of alleviating it. 

I think the proposed scheme will ruin Holmfirth and strongly appose this idea. 

It will not improve holmfirth,  it will be a disaster for the village. Please listen to us residents.  We do 
not need a by pass. Please keep our village beautiful.  
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They're going to take too much time to implement and too much money. Just move on zebra 
crossing and either change traffic lights to a roundabout or let more cars through between the light 
changes.  

I am strongly opposed to the plans  
This has not been well thought out  

Totally agree with proposed plans 

I fear that the character of the town centre will change, leaning more to fast traffic and less to 
pedestrians. Hollow gate would become a main road, and there will be a second big junction on 
Huddersfield road. That ara arond the market will be Spoiled. 
On the other hand, I believe that improvements to the street scene and public comfort will be 
welcome. 

This plan puts cars before community. I see no problem with traffic flow through Holmfirth at the 
moment. I live in Holmbridge,  so I always travel through the centre of Holmfirth, usually by car. 
Sometimes I have to wait a short while at the traffic lights, but I don't mind that at all. I don't want 
traffic to flow more easily as it would attract more cars and increase unwanted traffic in the town. 
The plan does little or nothing for pedestrians and cyclists. Holowgate will become more dangerous 
for pedestrians and cyclists, will be noisy, smelly and will generally become unappealing to 
residents, shoppers and tourists. The way forward would be to make the town safer, cleaner, less 
noisy, greener and generally more atractive to pedestrians, cyclists and visitors. Safe cycling and 
walking should be encouraged as it is a clean, healthy,  sociable, green way to travel. Also traveling 
by public transport should be encouraged, rather than travel by car. I used to cycle to 
Holmfirth,  but find it too stressful having to share the road with cars, buses and lorries. As a 
pedestrian I find some of the pavements in holmfirth incredibly narrow and therefore unsafe. A plan 
to make the town more accessible and safer for PEOPLE  rather than faster for cars would have 
my vote.  

Making a new road bridge between Hollowgate and Huddersfield Road would mean removing 
buildings (Holmfirth Market) as far as I can tell from your plans.  Would this building/market space 
be replaced elsewhere as this is a draw for many visitors to Holmfirth throughout the week and on 
special occasions such as the Folk Festival and Art exhibition weeks.  Covering the river with yet 
another bridge would spoil the aesthetic of Hollowgate, which is used mostly by pedestrians 
(especially during the weekends I have mentioned above), plus it could also cause issues should 
river levels rise and contain and constrict the movement of water through the town centre.  
Holmfirth has a history of flooding and building more on top of an already narrowed river ssytem 
would not be a good idea in my opinion. 

In specific I have the following comments: 
- Hollowgate takes all the traffic - what will the impact be on pedestrians, cyclists etc 
- More businesses will be risk 
- Losing the market hall will reduce amenities and put an ugly bridge / road in its place 
- There seem to be no lights for traffic merging unto Victoria Street and other roads 

this scheme will not address the causes of congestion but will turn the centre of holmfirth into one 
large roundabout causing problems for pedestrians and discouraging tourism 

I feel it will change the look of the town but not for the better.  

The plan appears to be spending a lot of money to resolve a problem that simply doesn't exist. 
Outside the peak times there is very little traffic holdups and even during peak hours the holdups 
are relatively short compared to those in other towns. The loss of the amenity of a closed 
Hollowgate during the Folk and Food Festivals, the change to the character of Holmfirth is a high 
price to pay for faster travel through Holmfirth 

Other aspects should be looked at first. One way systems. Prevention of hgv’s in to Holmfirth etc.  

More needs to be spent on improving the town rather than making it a by pass 

The proposals are poorly thought out and make no consideration of Holmfirth town Centre's historic 
nature.  The current layout has been the same for over 200 years and forms part of the town centre 
Conservation Area.  The proposals would materially change this appearance purely to benefit the 
ever growing number of HGV's that use Holmfirth as a rat run.  One cannot help but think that the 
Council's preferred option has something to do with wanting to get rid of the market as opposed to 
easing congestion. 
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I do not think these proposals will enhance Holmfirth Town Centre at all, and in fact will be 
detrimental. They will encourage traffic to travel through the centre rather than find alternative 
routes and will increase levels of traffic in general. This will deter pedestrians from walking around 
the centre, leading to many businesses struggling further for survival. The loss of Hollowgate as an 
area used for the numerous Holmfirth Festivals in particular would be a huge blow to the character 
of the town. I cannot support the development scheme at all. 

The proposals are short sighted and miss the importance of dealing with traffic congestion in the 
town from further away. Prevent HGVs for example getting anywhere near the centre by restricting 
access from further out.  
Deal with closures on the M62 or over the moors in a better way, than giving drivers the option of 
travelling through Holmfirth at these times.  

Deliveries during rush hours do not make sense. 
 
Having two Zebra crossings 10 yards apart along the same road is absurd and leads to massive 
delays along Victoria Street.  

These improvements are not improvements. They're unnecessary. Spend the money on 
somewhere that needs it. I'm not writing this as a NIMBY - I'm all for building houses. For god's 
sake build some houses - but cancel this unnecessary plan.  

Can not see how this will improve the situation surely you are just increasing the number of 
junctions. Better to change the zebra crossings to synchronised traffic light controlled.  

I also worry that effectively creating a giant roundabout will lead to a dead space in the middle. 

As sbove 

I don’t think put a bridge on to a road which you can’t even get out of the car car properly is going 
to help as so much traffic from greenfield road. Maybe they need lights there and at dingoes road. 

What is required is to reduce the traffic through Holmfirth, not increase it.  This could be done by 
banning heavy goods vehicles travelling through Holmfirth (except for access).  This was done 
many years ago in Flockton.  There are alternative routes, even if longer they are probably quicker, 
using M1 and M62 or A628.  Such vehicles already spoil the environment of Holmfirth and create 
much noise and pollution which adversely affect the lives of residents e.g. on Greenfield Road.  
Congestion on Victoria Street and Huddersfield Road could be removed by the sensible use of 
double red lines and traffic cameras.  A large car park, possibly underground, is needed to remove 
the long term parking on the approach roads.  The existing Co-op car park (for example) COULD 
be used for this with some imagination.  Such measures would improve the centre of Holmfirth 
rather than destroy it. 

Extra paving on Hollowgate seems a good idea but it is so narrow already in the first section that 
there will be little room to get through so as soon as a delivery wagon stops there the whole system 
will grind to a halt. Also as soon as the Pizza delivery guy leaves his car near the bottom of Rotcher 
( a regular early evening occurrance)  no one will be able get through. 

I think the proposed plan has not taken into account the many side effects likely to be caused.  

In general I don't find the traffic through Holmfirth to be a significant issue and I travel through the 
town most days.  The only time it ever becomes an issue is where there is an accident or if one of 
the main routes between Manchester and the M1 are blocked where people choose Holmfirth as an 
alternative.  
 
However, as mentioned above, children (and adults) crossing Hollowgate to reach Rotcher is a 
significant concern currently and this appears to be worse under the proposals and I hope that this 
will be addressed under any proposal taken forwards. 

You will get a lot of negativity on these proposals so explaining how festivals can go ahead ( ie 
through temporary road closures and rerouting) might mitigate. Also these need an accompanying 
regeneration plan to make an appealing focal point as again it will mitigate questions around 
business closures/decline. 

I support the scheme 

Hollowgate is small ,narrow and the road to Rotcher and the school very congested. In recent years 
it has been hard for traders to survive there except with big events such as the folk festival and 
food and drink when the town comes alive. It will make this area a throughfare for cars not people. 
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The folk and food festivals bring much needed money to the town(and cycling events too) - this 
plan will put  that at risk. Pedestrians will be squeezed onto smaller pavements while cars race by. 
Is there a way of diverting the throughfare of cars  another way? 

In our view, the proposed project will involve maximum disruption with minimum benefit. Vehicle 
numbers are the problem and until these are reduced there will be no improvement. 

I do nit think the plans will improve anything at all just incourage more traffic and spoil the 
picturesque place that Holmfirth is. Hollowgate is a lovely small street with character and would be 
totally spoilt if widened and less accessable on foot. 

This whole plan is only concerned with traffic flow through Holmfirth. It does not take into account 
the needs of the residents and would virtually turn the town into one large road junction. The nature 
of the town would be changed and it would no longer be possible to successfully hold events such 
as the food and drink festival and the folk festival if Hollowgate was unavailable. Also it has been 
suggested that making the flow of traffic easier through the town would merely attract more traffic 
and therefore discourage visitors from staying. 

I think I’ve overall the improvements seem fair. I would like to see as much green space / trees as 
possible included in the areas marked on the plan. 
The bridge must be sympathetic to the historic nature of the area, built in stone and lit 
sympathetically. recycled stone from the market should be considered.  

Where are the Folk and Food festivals that take place around the Square going to relocate to once 
the centre of Holmfirth becomes a horrific mess like Huddersfield? Seems like a huge waste of 
council money to me and the majority of people I've spoken to about it.  

I agree with the view that this road development will have the opposite effect on the town. It may 
become easier to a degree to travel through but it will deter visitors and some locals will end up 
going out of town to shop. Besides which Woodhead Road is narrow approaching that junction 
(near Bloc/Ashley Jackson) so there is a real increased risk of an accident as large vehicles try and 
negotiate it thinking that is all easier. Finally, it will change part of the character of Holmfirth to its 
detriment. 

The improvements shown especially the new road option looks to circulate the traffic in a gyratory 
style. However in the expalanation of the scene there is no mention of the origins or directions of 
traffic that is said to cause congestion. There are times in the day when travelling through the town 
is simple even during the day. Connections how traffic flows derive and the usefulllness of the 
proposed scheme in passing greater volumes of traffic through the town has not been 
demonstrated.  

With the addition of Lidel and now Aldi supermarkets in Holmfirth, I assume that the increase in 
traffic flow would be very beneficial to them. 

The proposal does not address the volume of traffic especially when other major routes are closed. 
The proposal does not address the pedestrian areas and suitability of pavements in the area. The 
proposal does not address the attitudes of drivers and the poor quality of decisions drivers make 
when travelling through the area. The proposal does not address the chaos that is caused due to 
delivery wagons to local businesses especially during peak travel times. 

The majority of the improvements are aimed at benefitting motorists passing through, we need to 
reduce the traffic not the congestion. 

The proposed improvements would make the village terrible for visitors and residents alike. 

Not necessary. Traffic flows much better on the odd occasion the traffic lights are not working. 

I feel it will bring more traffic to the town centre making it difficult to walk through easily. I have lived 
here for almost 1 year & like the town centre, it was1 of the attractions. Whilst the traffic does 
sometimes build up I would rather sit in that than a major road ruining our town centre. Hollowgate 
was closed for the food & drink festival & for other events also & it would be a real shame if this 
could not continue. I also use the businesses on Hollowagate & feel they will suffer immensely. 

See above.  
Destroying what makes Holmfirth Holmfirth shouldn’t be an option. The local people, tourists and 
visitors want a market hall, they want the Folk Festival, Food & Drink Festivals and all the other 
events that Holmfirth hosts. They want to visit ‘Last of the Summer Wine’ country, not stop off on 
some kind of outer ring road.  
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The use of Hollowgate as part of the scheme seems ill considered. Over two hundred children go to 
Nab School on Rotcher which feeds into Hollowgate. For Hollowgate then to become a busier 
thoroughfare seems madness.  
The restriction of huge lorries passing through the town would greatly improve life No parking on 
Victoria street . Disabled parking only in the bus station car park along side cycle park . 

Like the last changes, these proposals are poorly thought out with no consideration for the people 
and the village of Holmfirth. These changes will make it easier for HGV traffic to navigate through 
Holmfirth and therefore attract more traffic! Please consider changing the junction of Victoria Street/ 
A6024 back to how it used to be and placing restrictions on HGV traffic which has already cost a lot 
of money with bollard replacement on the Hollowgate bridge 

I agree that improvements need to be made but we need changes that are going to improve our 
town and not the proposals that would endanger lives & businesses. In many other towns the 
library's have been updated and improved to be a hub of the town centre with cafes, bars and 
computer stations making them an important and lively place to visit 

See above & rest assured, the Kirklees Proposals are anything but improvements. I suggest you 
amend the misleading heading of this comments box. 

The only parts of the proposed plans which could make life better are to build a mini roundabout at 
the bottom of Dunford road and to move the pedestrian crossing further up Station Road. 
It would also help to make Bridge Lane and Back lane open to one way traffic. 

I think it's a shame there are no funds to build the other road as well, as that would be the best 
option. 
 
One of the small details to address is the proposal for 2 parking bays by the church.  Where are the 
hearses and the wedding cars going to pull up if normal parking is allowed? 
 
There needs to be some sort of crossing, or perhaps a central refuge, for people wanting to cross 
Huddersfield Road in the stretch outside the library.   

The proposals put the needs of motorists ahead of the needs of pedestrians and Holmfirth 
residents. Is there no option to put a road linking the A635 New Mill road with the A6024 
Huddersfield Road, avoiding the town centre?  

This whole process and the proposals do not have the residents of Holmfirth best interests st heart. 
They are geared towards making it easier for the large HGVs and the haulage companies to travel 
through the village. If these are the only options, the best thing is to leave the village alone. Ban 
parking on Victoria Street and negotiate with the haulage companies to redirect their routes.  

In principle I agree with the plan subject to protecting the safety of pedestrians in Hollowgate and 
not damaging the financial security of the businesses trading there 

The proposal will bring very large vehicles along Hollowgate, a narrow side road not at all suitable 
for this kind of vehicle. The proposal will only transfer the build up of traffic from Victoria Street to 
Hollowgate and the bottom of Dunford Rd as traffic will struggle to access Huddersfield Rd at the 
newly created turn. Traffic build up on a Hollowgate will bring fumes to an area close to the school. 
This is not a proposal which considers the people who live in Holmfirth and local traffic it is about 
bringing even more articulated lorries through the town. Ban the lorries - problem solved ! 

See above 

I think it will be detrimental to the village feel of Holmfirth and have a negative impact on aesthetics.  
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Any improvement to the flow of traffic in Holmfirth will simply encourage more traffic to pass 
through.  
 
Heavy traffic travelling down Station Road and Dunford Road will be forced along Hollowgate which 
is simply not suitable to accommodate such large and numerous vehicles. 
 
This will adversely affect business with noise and pollution. It will also hinder footfall and be 
hazardous to children coming from Nabb school. 
 
We need a bypass for vehicles using the town as a short cut. 
 
Housing developments continue to be added around Holmfirth district, increasing the feed of traffic 
into and through the town centre. This proposed scheme could offer only limited and very 
temporary relief. 
 
Parking is already in short supply. 
 
Residents and visitors need an affordable and suitable alternative to using cars. Improve public 
transport. 
 
Invest in rebuilding a train line! 
 
The numerous festivals which are so popular over the summer will also be adversely affected, as 
the continuous and heavy flow of traffic will hinder visitors' ability to move around safely.  

This proposal is madness and a complete waste of money. It will kill holmfirth completely.  Parking 
restrictions on Victoria Street and better traffic management is all that is necessary. 

May I suggest that the council buys 2 huge plots of land, one on the Manchester side and the other 
on the Huddersfield side and make them into car parks. Then to run a park and ride service into the 
town centre maybe. The big lorries need diverting out of Holmfirth even if it means they have to go 
extra distance in their journeys. 

I think the proposed improvements are unnecessary, the traffic is a normal level for a historical 
town, I have no need to get to my house 2-5 minutes faster at the detriment to the beauty, safety 
and revenue of the town. Hollowgate is not wide enough for HGVs and pedestrians to use together 
safely, it is a street that desperately needs footfall for the local businesses to survive. Please invest 
the money in a way that would mean the community can thrive, we need people to stop and spend 
not pass through quicker. An easy way to improve traffic flow through the centre would be to 
prevent delivery trucks/vans from stopping on double yellows to complete deliveries during rush 
hour, this happens daily outside Harveys. 

It is not obvious that these changes would improve the local environment or reduce congestion. It 
would make a more positive impact if the money was invested in reducing delays on the woodhead 
transpennine route thereby reducing total traffic through the town. 

I think the proposed plan makes Holmfirth a much more dangerous place for pedestrians including 
the local primary school who walk down to the swimming pool. It also seems that making it easier 
to get through would encourage more traffic ( large waggons) to use it  

This plan may or may not resolve the traffic congestion issues in Holmfirth - but what it will surely 
do is completely destroy the character and life of the town centre. My impression of the congestion 
issues in Holmfirth are that it is not only the traffic congestion created by 4 major routes converging 
at the town, but also that it is a busy pedestrian hub. It seems with these plans that Holmfirth town 
centre will be turned into a large roundabout. It doesn't seem to address the pedestrian issues 
other than by 'killing' Holmfirth Town Centre. At the moment Hollowgate can be closed off for 
festivals, fairs etc. It is hard to imagine these various events being held in Holmfirth if these 
proposals are implemented.  

Needs more thought, research and critically input from local residents.   
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I don't think Hollowgate can cope with having all the traffic diverted through it over the proposed 
new bridge.  It is too narrow and dangerous for pedestrians.  Without any traffic control, vehicles 
will not be able to get out of the new junction on to Huddersfield road, particularly traffic turning 
right towards Huddersfield.  This will cause a backlog of traffic back to the proposed new 
roundabout.  Vehicles coming down Rotcher will have difficulty coming out of the junction on to 
Hollowgate.  We will lose the use of Hollowgate for pedestrian activities during festivals, eg Food 
Festival, Folk Festival.  I think the proposed scheme may resolve some issues but will just cause 
other problems and I do not think it is the best use of available funds.   

While there are obviously some congestion issues in Holmfirth at key times of the day I don't think 
that it is on a large enough scale to warrant the amount of work identified in the preferred scheme. I 
also think that knocking down buildings and intrinsically changing the look and feel of the town 
centre is really an extreme measure for such a minor problem. I really can't remember a time when 
I have been held up for more than 15 minutes because of traffic. Compared to other towns and 
cities I don't really think we have much of a problem. 
 
Often when there has been congestion in Holmfirth it is because people are illegally parked on 
double yellow lines and traffic has difficulty getting by. Some of the existing congestion issues could 
be sorted out by having a sustained campaign to stop people parking in areas they shouldn't. While 
some of the illegal parking is just people being too lazy to walk (there are lots of conveniently 
placed, cheap car parks in the centre that they could use as  an alternative so I'm not sure why 
people have to park directly outside of the shop they want to visit) I do think that there is a need for 
loading bays for vehicles servicing the businesses in Holmfirth. It is difficult for many of the 
businesses to get stock delivered without blocking the road. The option for loading bays and 
disabled parking on Victoria Street is a good idea and exactly what is required to help reduce 
congestion. 
 
My other concern with the preferred scheme is that children using Holmfirth Junior and Infants 
regularly cross Hollowgate to access Rotcher Road. Increasing the flow of traffic along this road 
with no pedestrian crossing would increase the danger of road accidents. 

If the Victoria Street crossing were changed to a pelican crossing linked to the traffic lights there 
would be less conjestion; currently the busy flow on the crossing causes traffic to build up on 
Victoria Street and then on Huddersfield Road because the lights are on green for a very short time 
More double yellow lines on Victoia Street and Huddersfield Road would help 
If the Market Hall has to go, the space could be used to extend the catr park 

The preferred option map has a mistake the banned right turn at the end of Hollowgate is in the 
wrong position surely banned onto A6024 
 
Overall this will only work by reducing HGV traffics, removing access to Rothcher, and clearing 
parked traffic on lower Dunford road. 

Rotcher , bottom near cobblers , and hollowgate near kebab shop, and beauticians, for pedestrians 
to walk by on such a narrow pavement ?..... Disaster waiting to happen .  

The bypass plan, rejected, would protect Holmfirth centre far more. 

Holmfirth should be closed to very large vehicles. Especially Victoria Street. 

I don’t agree that there is a serious traffic problem. The worst situation is when the Woodhead is 
closed, even then it’s manageable.  
 
In my view this is a solution looking for a problem.  

Please see previous section. (ditto) 

Waste of money leave the town as it is ,visitors love it for its charm ,all routes have congestion it's a 
fact of having vehicles even on a very busy day it isn't a long journey through Holmfirth. 

I’m concerned about the proposed zebra crossing on the corner opposite the public toilets as cars 
coming down that road come at speed and there will need to be adequate traffic calming prior to 
the crossing. Happy to discuss further if required. Thanks. 

Remove the zebra crossings. Put the traffic lights on a timed control and the traffic problem will be 
eased hugely. Stop hgv using the village as a short cut when there is a problem on the motorways. 
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No access signs placed at flouch, new mill and Lockwood. Problem solved. The proposed plan is 
way too invasive to the village and wholly unnecessary.  

These plans would cause months if upheaval to Holmfirth causing more congestion making it 
difficult for existing businesses to function. It would not solve the issue of congestion especially 
when traffic is diverted through Holmfirth if there are issues on the motorways.... 

As a resident in Holmfirth the traffic is not that bad, as mentioned above the only it does get bad is 
when lorries come through, encouraging more lorries with easier access at the expense of the 
safety of residents and children, not to mention the increased air pollution from increased traffic 
flow is NOT the answer.  I vehemently oppose the proposed development. 

Successful attractive communities are proven to be places that have less traffic and pleasant 
vibrant areas that people of all ages can get together. This proposal does not prioritise this. 
https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/media/3843/lcc021-low-traffic-neighbourhoods-intro-v8.pdf 

There isn't any 

It would lead to traffic backing up on Hollowgate trying to turn right onto the Huddersfield Road.  It 
will increase pollution.  Cars coming down Rocher and the Dunford Road will have difficulty getting 
out.  Schoolchildren will have to cross a major traffic route. Does Kirklees Council have something 
against Holmfirth for the pedestrian? I have lived here for 33 years, and want to see traffic 
discouraged.  This scheme will only encourage vehicles to use it as a through route . 

I think the proposed "one way" routes will create huge issues with traffic coming to / from New Mill 
& also to / from Dunford Bridge.  It will create "rat runs" at Bridge Street and at Thongsbridge, major 
issues with the junction from Bridge Street onto the A635 and major issues from Thongsbridge onto 
the A635 - you are sending traffic to roads that won't be able to cope. 
I think it will make congestion worse, cause major bottle necks elsewhere and discourage people 
travelling from the New Mill side and the Dunford Bridge side. 
Holmfirth is a hilly, dispersed rural area - walking or taking a bus is not a practical option for many 
people.  As such, blocking off the main through route to one side of the valley is ridiculous.  As is 
removing yet more parking - it will kill off more trade in the town. 

The proposed plan is totally focused upon the needs of vehicle drivers travelling through Holmfirth, 
instead of prioritising the needs of people who live in, and visitors to, Holmfirth. All it will do is bring 
an even greater volume of traffic through Holmfirth at higher speeds, and make it more difficult, and 
less pleasant, for pedestrians to navigate. Vehicle pollution will increase, and there will be little to 
attract tourists into Holmfirth. As a result businesses and shops will suffer and the charm of our 
town will disappear. It will impact negatively upon the festivals and events that give Holmfirth its 
spirit and sense of community. Terrible idea! 

The costly proposal will not meet the problem of traffic problems in the town.  The only way to 
address the problem is to stop the number of large lorries that are coming through in ever 
increasing numbers.  A by pass to divert these lorries and a ban on them entering the town.  The 
proposed changes for the road system in the town will make it less friendly than it now is and the 
town relies on visitors to survive.  Surely there is a means of diverting the lorries. 

We  dont need to spend  this kind of  money and cause all this disruption for this length of time that 
it will take ......The businesses/ highstreet will financially be badly effected  
surely some of this money can be better spend for example for years we have been asking for 
another car park and better pavements       

make another car park we badly need 

They are not improvements.  All they will do is create hold ups at the new roundabout and 
encourage more traffic to just travel through the centre.   

Removing parking on Victoria Street is a good move  
Additional pedestrian crossing on Station Road well positioned  

If we had smaller buses and lorry restrictions and adjusted the location and timing of crossings 
much of the so called 'traffic ' problem would be alleviated without the need for a bridge. 
Please note comments made at drop in  about specific junctions and the fact that big lorries from 
Rotcher will need to use the bus turnaround and increase fumes and journey time.   

The plans will impact on visitors coming to Holmfirth for its old traditions and attractions.         
reducing the size of the vehicles that can travel through the town centre - signage and a bypass link 



 

248 | P a g e  
 

These are superficial changes. The idea that a mini roundabout (just a formal version of thebgive 
way system already in place) will help is ridiculous. Concentrate on removing lorries usIn Holmfirth 
as a cut through.  

I cannot see how the new proposal will work without the removal of key traffic causing the issues. A 
bold proposal needs to be delivered I.evstop the lorries, make the village commutable and the 
tourist attraction it should be.  

Not sure I would call them improvements - that's a leading phrase  
 
They will take out a valuable community resource by demolishing the market hall - we could use 
this venue for many more community activities than currently. Demolition is short sighted. 
 
They will permanently change the ambience of Hollowgate, part of the 'heart of Holmfirth' will the 
Council support future road closures for parades and dancing on Hollowgate - a significant cultural 
loss to the Town. 
 
It will significant effect the businesses that would be adjacent to the new bridge, while they are 
close to traffic now this would actually increase - so detrimental not improving? 
 
The proposed roundabout at the junction of Dunford Road, Rotcher, Victoria Street etc will need 4 
pedestrian crossings better but if it is not a mini roundabout - which drivers will most likely drive 
over  it may reduce available pedestrian space - another detrimental impact. 
 
Have you considered putting a new Bridge in where the the current Salisbury's local and other 
stores are - it has not really worked as a shopping Centre - you could re-develop the market hall 
site to provide a new store/market area and community facilities, and relocate the post office here 
or into an area of the. car park at the Crown Bottom. 
 
Hollowgate could be restricted vehicle access apart from access traffic for resident and businesses   
 
Victoria Street and the new Bridge could operate as a one-way system. 
 
There are other imaginative alternatives that could improve traffic flow for example restricting the 
size of wagons coming through, putting a viaduct in near the former station across to Woodhead 
Road. One of the reasons it does get congested is due to the increased traffic as a result of all the 
housing development along the valley without any section 106 agreements. These could have been 
used strategically to improve the highways infrastructure before building on land that could have 
provided a longer term sustainable solution. 

The statement of “something must be done” is not the case, the claims to the extent of the 
congestion border on conjecture....where is the substantiated and quantified evidence to support 
this claim?  
Part of the mild congestion is down to drivers searching for parking spaces by going around and 
around. A bridge  across the river by the new Aldi from New Mill Road to Huddersfield would make 
more sense and take the traffic away from the centre of Holmfirth on Victoria St. 

As a Holmfirth resident who regularly walks and drives through The centre I know that many 
temporary queues and hold ups are caused by ill thought out parking, particularly on Victoria street 
or on Huddersfield road near the library. 
I feel that Holmfirth should be developed to give a priority to pedestrians and cyclists, not to 
increasing traffic speed, especially in the light of the dangers of climate change and the climate 
emergency motion recently passed by the Parish council. 
Many of the local shops and cafes are very worried about the effect of both the faster moving traffic 
and the disruption caused by the construction work on their businesses. 

As above. Money could be better spent by banning lorries the centre. A mini roundabout at the 
bottom of dumford Road would ease traffic. Maybe pedestrianise Hollowgate as when there is a 
festival on.  
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As a daily user of the mentioned roads, at “rush hour” I can safely say that there had NEVER been 
an issue of major traffic, and the whole idea of the proposed plan  is preposterous to say the least. 
Leave our beautiful ancient town alone!  

This will ruin Holmfirth. Look what happened in Milnsbridge with the one way system. It has made 
traffic worse not better. Why not introduce a Park and Ride scheme from Sands? 

The current Zebra crossings are quite dangerous to cross and I have been on one on quite a few 
occasions when a car has driven across whilst actually on the crossing.  How will these be made 
safer?  The amount of disruption whilst the roadworks are ongoing will be considerable.  How will 
this be managed? I use the local market on a regular basis and the traders and how they will be 
affected has not been adequately covered.  How do you propose to maintain a local market, 
farmer's market and Annual Food & Drink Festival, all of which bring additional revenue to Holmfirth 
and tourism to the area? 

It seems like the upheaval will not be worth the payoff of actually fixing the congregation problems. 
 
It can be bad at times, but I don't think the proposed plan is the answer. The congestion the work 
will cause will be worse than the busiest times currently and will go on for too long. 

I am afraid I do not see ANY improvements in the proposed plans. See above comments. 
For the avoidance of any doubt, I am firmly against these plans in the current format. 

I am very strongly opposed to the proposed plans and do not see any improvement for the people 
who live, work, shop in Holmfirth.... 

On the whole I think the plan looks positive and will represent some long-overdue investment in 
Holmfirth town centre. It concerns me that a knee-jerk reaction from locals may prevent a plan 
which - if implemented well - will considerably smarten up a slightly shabby looking area and create 
much more amenable space for pedestrians. The large amount of proposed extra footway down 
Victoria Street, along with the seating area at the bottom and widenend footways along Hollowgate 
and outside the Parish Church represent a vast improvement to pedestrians and I think a lot of 
those concerned by the balance have overlooked these. If all the new footways are paved in 
Yorkshire flags, replacing the hotch-potch of asphalt, Stone, concrete etc then I think it will make a 
dramatic improvement to the character of the town, aside from traffic being able to flow more freely 
- thereby reducing noise and air pollution. 
 
My only concerns would be the loss of the market hall - it would be great if a replacement could be 
worked on, but I accept it was underused anyway, and the tightness of the end of Hollowgate for 
large wagons. However, it is a small town with limited space and they have to go somewhere. I 
think Hollowgate is actually wider than a lot of people realise... 

It will kill off the life in Holmfirth town centre!  Much as I am inconvenience  
D by traffic problems at the moment, I see the proposal as a backwards step. 
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I have been travelling within and through Holmfirth since the 1970s and little has changed. The 
roads were at capacity in the 1970s and still are. Literally no more can be squeezed through than at 
present with or without your proposals. 
 
Over the years it has been depressing to see the town wither with the cost pressures on retailing 
and an increasing number of empty units. Your own footfall analyses show a declining trend in 
most parts of the inner core and yet, there is hope. In the last year most of the empty units have 
been taken for genuine retail purposes and there are signs of an improving retail environment. I 
note also that even a bookshop has been opened which will be a great asset to the town and a sign 
of better times. All I can see from your proposals is huge disruption to traffic in the execution phase 
and worse, set into reverse the efforts of retailers to make a go of it. 
 
It is a plan from the 'must do something school of town planning' without thinking through the short 
and the long term consequences. If this were in Southern England there would be a Holmfirth 
bypass without a moments thought. I suggest you widen your horizons and plan for this. It may set 
things back another 20 years whilst you seek funding but be assured that when a road network is at 
full capacity it will remain that way even if you speed it up in a trivial way by your scheme. 
 
Another point. Your attitude to parking is exemplified by the positioning of your indicator board. You 
take a valuable short term space when the board or two of them could have been used on the 
A6024 and A635 approaches. 
 
 
I am not wishing to appear cynical but the example set by your attitude to retail in Huddersfield 
somewhat sets the tone. As you make it more difficult for shoppers in Huddersfield they will shop 
elsewhere and Holmfirth benefits from this. Of course, if your scheme benefitted shoppers and 
those who live in and around the town it would find more favour. I can't think you will get much 
support locally for such a half baked scheme. I shall await with interest your response to the 
'consultation'. 

As you will have seen I do not generally have a problem with congestion when I come into work. 
Obviously I am coming in after the main "rush hour" at 9.30. I can't imagine why 4.7 million pounds 
needs to be spent on congestion alone. I understand that this money has a time limit, but it needs 
to be spent wisely and responsibly.From where I am looking that isn't the case.  As I have said my 
opinion after working in Holmfirth for the past 16 years, 12 as a business owner, is parking. My 
suggestion is to use the downstairs of the Market Hall for parking and the upstairs as a Market. 
Then when the festivals are on, the downstairs could be used for the festival and a park and ride 
could be set up outside the town. I have looked at your plans and have been to a consultation and I 
can't imagine the effect on Hollowgate with Lorries coming through the tight spot by Techniques 
and Vasara. I get that you say it is wide enough, but visually it will feel overpowering for the 
businesses there and the dirt and the dust generated will make it so that they will never have their 
doors open and no one will feel safe looking into the windows or staying around long enough to do 
any actual shopping. The next point I want to raise is that if you knock the Market Hall down.  the 
gradient will be such that Lorries and buses will back up and the right turn onto Huddersfield Road 
will be a nightmare. (Have you ever tried to turn right from the Car Park next to the Florist.) Then 
there is the situation with the children coming down from Nab School. I can't imagine for one 
minute it will safe for them to cross easily.  
 
I would like to sum up that Holmfirth is a Tourist Town and we are proud to welcome others from all 
over the country indeed from other parts of the world. We are also a close knit community and 
businesses and residents enjoy the wonderful festivals which are put on each year. The businesses 
rely on such tourism to make a success. I have worked for the past twelve years, putting my heart 
and sole and commitment to making my business work. I love my job and I love Holmfirth and don't 
want to see you take the heart out of it.  
Lastly, if you do go ahead with this plan the disruption alone will affect Holmfirth for years to come, 
and many businesses will not survive. 
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I thoroughly disagree with the proposals and do not know anybody who sees them as a way to 
move traffic through with little regard to the community of Holmfirth. 
 
A wider vision should be used to discourage traffic to use Holmfirth as a "passing through" 
place. There are adequate already exist, taking longer it has to be admitted, through Huddersfield 
using the M62. 
 
I do believe that completing this form will make any difference, it is simply a "box ticking" 
exercise that will not take into consideration the actual views of those who live, use and trade in 
Holmfirth 

As long as the disruption is kept to a minimum and liaison with the River 2015 charity ensures 
improvements to the river are included. 

This scheme will of course prevent the closure of Hollowgate for traffic when the various festivals 
take place in Holmfirth. 

There is nothing positive for holmfirth,  only for those that wish to commute through it, it will end the 
any community feel, leaving only a speed way roundabout  

As above, these are improvements for through travellers only and do not consider the unique 
character and history  of Holmfirth and it’s residents. It will ruin the character by forcing traffic 
through a narrow and unsuitable road- Hollowgate. Access from Rotcher turning right will be 
difficult and cause heavy queues on Rotcher which is single carriageway near the bottom when the 
school starts and finishes in particular. 

The plans are focused on what is best for traffic through Holmfirth. The plan does not focus on what 
is best for Holmfirth itself and it’s residents.  

Ridiculous idea, ripping the heart and soul out of Holmfirth. Bring back the railway. 

This scheme will kill Holmfirth, during works, no-one will visit Holmfirth, some shops are struggling 
at the moment, and would not survive months of roadworks. costing jobs. The best proposition 
would be to ban HGV's from the town. Years ago this happened when the centre bridge was being 
repaired, the town was busy. There are huge HGV's using Holmfirth as a 'rat run' You can see 
several of them from the same company coming through on a daily basis, they are not delivering, 
just speeding through. 

They are not improvements in any which way, your questionnaire does not allow more than one 
answer for why we go into Holmfirth, and your questions about traffic problems are laughable - 
some times we may have to wait 15 minutes if there is a problem on other roads, ie if the 
Woodhead Pass is closed.  

Don't waste your money.  Invest in the town, don't destroy it by making it a giant one way 
'roundabout' like Milnsbridge.  Make Holmfirth a place where people come and park up and spend 
some time enjoying the history and shops.  Encourage business and growth, not just a quick drive 
through. 

The plan would involve Loss of historic character, negative commercial impact, negative impact on 
community events, Holmfirth is a beautiful town and people can gaze while they may have to wait a 
few minutes. 

Far too drastic and unnecessary. The turmoil during the works would be untenable and damaging 
to business as well as residents/school runs etc. When other areas are so underfunded, this 
scheme seems ludicrous. I am whole-heartedly opposed to it and have been resident in Holmfirth 
for the past 20 years, so feel I know the traffic issues. 

See comments so far. 

Improve enforcement of Victoria St parking and 90% of the problems are gone 

This will not work here. Congestion on dunford road is not a problem but fast flowing traffic through 
holmfirth will cost lives. 

They will be a disaster for Holmfirth and have obviously been designed by someone who has never 
enjoyed walking and biking through Holmfirth.  

See above 

See above 
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 As I understand this scheme is designed to move traffic through Holmfirth more rapidly and is 
congestion and do not believe that these proposals will have the desired effect  conversely I believe 
this scheme will only encourage more traffic compounding what is already a problematic situation  
The creation of what will be effectively around about one way system encompassing the area 
around Hollygate will destroy both the character  and the economic life of the area  around hollow 
gate and significantly impact on pedestrians and local businesses 

At a time when the government is concerned about the obesity levels of the country's population 
and spending a fortune on educating them to eat a healthier diet, the money proposed to be spent 
on the so called highways improvements would be better spent adding cycle lanes to the roads of 
Holmfirth to encourage residents and visitors use a more environmentally friendly and healthier 
transport option. Holmfirth has hosted the Tour de France and two Tour de Yorkshire cycle events 
in recent years, yet Kirklees has done absolutely nothing to capitalise of this which could be as 
simple as the introduction of a white line on the side of the road to encourage more cycle use. 
Demolishing the historic heritage of our country is not progress - its simply the easy option. Kirklees 
needs to think outside the box and encourage people to change their lifestyle and habits, but this 
requires solutions, not making it even easier to take the car.   

Holmfirth is clearly impossible to bypass so we’re stuck with traffic but the planned scheme 
completely destroys the town centre. The towns ‘last of the summer wine hay day is over and it 
needs a new direction and a redeveloped largely pedestrian friend Hollowgate would have at least 
created one pedestrian friendly area with a accepted high traffic on Victoria street. The plan 
effectively means high traffic on all town centre street which turns the central area into a giant 
‘roundabout’ with large vehicle now accessing Hollowgate... can’t see any reason why visitors 
would spend time in such a place.  

Making hollowgate one of the main through roads as well as demolishing market hall would destroy 
the charm of Holmfirth and target the independent retailers that make our town so special.  

See above 

See above.  

See above 

A better solution, would be to flatten the former Lodges eyesore, move Sainsbury's & Medicare into 
the market hall & reconfigure the bus station, this in itself is not ideal as Holmfirth is not big enough 
for HGV's, a by pass would be the best solution 

See above 

Mini roundabout at bottom of dunford road unsuitable. How can large vehicles turn right into 
towngate without driving over roundabout. Also hollowgate not suitable for double decker buses. 
Also pedestrians in danger walking on narrow pavement at beginning of hollowgate.  

I totally disagree with them 

I think the solution would be to restrict LGV in the centre by imposing restrictions such as in Lepton 
and other areas of Huddersfield and solve the parking issues by creating free parking else where.  

Demolishing the market for traffic measures is outrageous. The town centre is a historic 
conservation area, the proposal means less public realm & even more traffic passing through. 

Please see as above, I do not believe the proposed improvements will work and will detract from 
Holmfirth’s character. 

If you want to use funding for improvements use it on fixing all the potholes around the Holme 
Valley. Make the roads we have nice and safer to drive on.  

The closing of Hollowgate during the construction phase will create a lot of additional delays.  This 
is an important relief route for traffic to avoid the traffic lights at the top of Victoria Street and 
thereby reduce delays for others using those lights.  Has the scheme considered the delays to 
journey times that will occur during the construction of the scheme?    In my view the delays that 
will be experienced will take 10 to 15 years to pay back in savings that might be achieved after the 
scheme is completed.  The impact of villages like Netherthong and Thongsbridge will be significant.  
Traffic will increase through these narrow roads trying to avoid the centre of Holmfirth.   Both these 
villages are nearly gridlocked at school start and end times.  The proposed scheme has the 
potential to cause total chaos in these villages during the construction phase 

Please see above.  

- I don't oppose the idea of a roundabout at the bottom of Dunford Road 
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There are many reasons why this is not a clever move. Whenever there are issues on other roads 
surrounding Holmfirth we get a gridlock. If you put in the road, traffic will increase as people avoid 
motorways. You will also sever the small town into two halves. It will make Holmfirth a less safe 
place to live. The proposal of the road would be in an area that affects small children getting to the 
primary school in Rothcher Road. The issues with traffic are intermittent and sporadic it is not a 
constant issue. Peak times as in every town and when there are car issues elsewhere. I think 
having a road scheme here is not logical. As the saying goes “if they build it they will come.” If 
people think Holmfirth is an easy option then we will get more traffic and more trucks.  

Just leave Holmfirth as it is and focus on 
 
Less food for your construction and staff, highways staff..  
 
Less babies and houses built.  
 
Keep the population under control..  
Old people dying vs new people being born needs balance.  
 
You can achieve this through a number of ways.. Adverts, advice, promotions, campaigns..  
 
No need for bus lane fines and parking tickets.  
 
Genius.  

I think the plan to rejuvenate the centre and widen footpaths is a great idea 

 Holmfirth centre is rapidly becoming a replica of Huddersfield centre - full of bargain shops and 
charity shops and is dying on its feet. Why can't Kirklees and the local council produce a 
constructive plan to attract new businesses to the area to revitalise Holmfirth and make it a 
desirable "go-to" destination like Hebden Bridge or Uppermill? The Market Hall should be a focal 
point in such development - maybe a "foodie" venue such as Altrincham Market?? 
In a nutshell this scheme will kill trade in the centre of Holmfirth and it will return to the ghost town it 
was 40/50 years ago before the tourist boom generated by "Summer Wine" Instead of investing a 
significant amount of money in this lunatic scheme use it to invest in the future of Holmfirth by 
making it a desirable "go-to" destination and not heaping more misery on a town that is a shabby 
shadow of its former self.  

This is a loaded question - you are assuming that your proposal is going to improve the situation. 
Have you consulted with Holmfirth about whether the residents and others think that there is a 
'situation'? Have you considered taking the traffic lights away from the top of Victoria Street? 
Kirklees have all but abandoned Holmfirth in the past few years, the Market is just your latest  
resposibility that you aim to pass onto us, maybe you should allow us to develop our own plan? 

One of your questions asked why we pass through Holmfirth and we were only given 1 option. 
Many people live on the outskirts and have Holmfirth as their postal code. We belong to Holmfirth 
and come INTO not pass through, for shopping, entertainment, socialising, activities etc. many 
things. The question seemed to presume we 'PASS THROUGH'? 

Unnecessary  

Pavements on Hollowgate should be widened (as indicated on your preferred option) but without 
the increased traffic flow. Parking/drop off could be limited to one side of Victoria Street. Taxi rank 
could be limited to evenings only. Other disabled parking and loading should be prohibited in peak 
traffic times. 
Zebra crossings should be retained – not replaced with pelican crossings – more traffic lights will 
slow traffic and pedestrians. Kirklees should reintroduce lollipop people and proper traffic wardens 
to monitor traffic rather than private wardens that focus on carparks. Current low parking fees 
should be retained, always with option to pay by coins. Limit in centre should be 20mph and 30mph 
limits on incoming roads should be enforced. 

Holmfirth centre if of historical and tourist value. Hollow gate is a part of this local identity. The 
proposed road and bridge will destroy the Hollow gate heritage forever, and result in little or no 
improvement. Please don't do this. 
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These plans will produce a much worse bottleneck at the site of the proposed roundabout with 
Towngate, Dunford Road, Rotcher, and Victoria Street all converging there and all traffic being 
directed that way. 
Leave Holmfirth as it is, a quaint, small, old mill town with character. Don’t rip the heart out of it. 

Not wanted. 

The proposals do not offer a significant benefit in terms of time saved on journeys to outweigh the 
uncertainties with regards to local businesses, facilities and especially the market as well as future 
of festivals. 
 
Any increase in traffic flow would soon be negated by the well known fact that easier traffic flow 
encourages more cars on local roads. 
 
Fears that more traffic and faster traffic flow would make it more dangerous for pedestrians and will 
do little if anything to reduce pollution.  
 
Huddersfield d., Victoria Rd., Hollowgate. 

Please read above note and leave hollowgate alone. Do not alter it.  

i strongly feel that the outlined changes will not improve the town at all - i feel it will increase the 
speed of traffic flow - to dangerous levels and will possibly increase the amount of heavy vehicles 
passing through our town.  

This a ridiculous plan and a waste of money.  The investment would be better spent on refurbishing 
the main shopping areas to a uniform design and colour scheme.   
I travel through Holmfirth every day, and I may be queuing for no more than 1-2 minutes at peak 
periods.  This does  NOT require such a disruptive and unnecessary destruction of our town.   

ill thought out but when I read of acouncilor watching a football match on his ipad in a meeting what 
do we expect 

The preferred proposal feels like the use of a sledge hammer to crack a nut.  

Aims and objectives of the proposed 'improvements'. 
Create a more attractive environment for residents, businesses and visitors - at the end of the year 
of destroying the centre of Holmfirth there will be no businesses or visitors left and residents will no 
longer have local shops, or town festivals. The Parish Council has just declared Holmfirth to be in a 
Climate Emergency - these plans will cause more traffic pollution - hardly the attractive 
environment described by Kirklees Council.   
Ease traffic congestion in Holmfirth - these plans have only one result - to enable traffic to pass 
through Holmfirth seconds quicker than they can now - they won't want to stop anyway.  The end 
result will be that Holmfirth will be a 'rat run' for all traffic escaping from a blocked M62 or the 
Tintwhistle mess. More traffic not less. 
Improve efficiency and journey time reliability for all road users - if this really is the reason for this 
scheme why are Kirklees targetting Holmfirth? Improve access to the M62 through Huddersfield - 
Cooper Bridge and Ainley Top are impossible to get through even when travelling out of the rush 
hour.  Last Friday at 17.05 I timed the length of time it took to go down Penistone Road through 
New Mill.  I sat for 18 minutes waiting to get down the hill to the junction - I have never sat for 
longer than 3 minutes to get through the dreadful timing of the lights in Holmfirth. Why Holmfirth? 
This 'plan' is taking a sledge hammer to solve a small problem, and in doing so will create much 
bigger problems for Holmfirth. 
Suggested solutions. 
Stop parking on Victoria Street. 
Have dedicated hours for deliveries - out of the rush hour. 
Change the light sequences at the top of Victoria Street, letting more than two cars go through from 
Huddersfield at rush hour. 
Keep the size of lorries passing through to a sensible maximum weight given the age of buildings 
and the size of roads.  Make sure this is policed - including surrounding roads - Netherthong gets 
huge lorries through which regularly knock down walls - due to building estates with no suitable 
road access.  
Buy land and build suitable parking areas up Dunford Road and the start of Woodhead Road out of 
Holmfirth so the only parking outside houses is for the disabled. 
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Look at the corner and bend on Bridge Lane on to Station Road enabling traffic to use this road 
safely. 
Put lights at the end of New Road - due to parking restrictions it is now very dangerous trying to 
turn right into Holmfirth.  Look at roads feeding into Holmfirth and improve access so residents can 
go round without going through the centre. 

There are big Previn lorries coming through village. How are they going to cope down Hollowgate?  
It’s bad enough with some of the lorries that make a mis turn. Those that pass through to 
Woodhead side will struggle as only be able to use Hollowgate. Now they can use Hollowgate and 
Victoria street. Numbers don’t stack up 

Surely these proposals will lead to more people using the roads. Money should be spent on 
improving public transport. 

I disagree with the changes 

Not going to take traffic away from the centre, it is no use taking traffic from Victoria Street and 
passing it on to Hollowgate, Rotcher will be impossible to get out of. Dunford road will still be a 
mess. 

As a previous city dweller, I don't find the parking or congestion particularly bad presently however I  
think this will deteriorate with the current plans. I lived in a part of Leeds for many years which was 
pedestrianised, it has taken the town centre 20 years to recover from this, I don't think Holmfirth 
could survive such a plan. 

The proposed changes will completely ruin the town centre! 

Propsals seem vague in some cases. Really drastic change to solve a none major problem due to 
passing traffic is not necessarily benefical to Holmfirth. As above, it does not seem like an access 
plan and more to deal with congestion (which is only certain times of day).  

It would be much better to demolish the Sainsbury’s building and put the new bridge there. This 
would allow a one way system while avoiding increased traffic on Hollowgate. It would also ease 
the problem at the bottom of Dunford Road and not cause as many problems for pedestrians going 
to Holmfirth JI School 

I think a crossing across hollowgate should be considered. 
 
I also hope the scheme continues for some of the opposition being very focal! 

Don’t make these changes.  

This will make traffic congestion worst in the long term as more road users will be encouraged to 
use Holmfirth town centre as new route to Manchester,huddersfield,sheffield will be more noise and 
pollution also more shops will be shut and left empty  

Turning Hollowgate into a one-way street will not improve the town. 
Removing the Market Hall will penalise local businesses 

Any plan that increases traffic on Hollowgate shouldn't be approved, as this would increase the risk 
of a pedestrian being hit by a vehicle; it will also put local businesses at risk during the proposed 
road works. 

Stop HGV's using holmfirth as a route over the pennines, there would be a lot less congestion and 
danger without them,  

I don’t think,this is a improvement it may potentially make traffic jam up more as all traffic that does 
not go straight on huddersfield t 
Road will have yo,use the mini roundabout at the bottom of Victoria street . Queueing traffic on 
Hollowgate will make  it a place people do not want to walk so making it harder for any businesses 
on there especially those son the right near the junction with rotcherroad that have no pavement 
outside them .  

 I do not believe that hollagate will provide access for both large vehicles and pedestrians and will 
also cause more traffic problems at school times coming down Rocha road. Also turning back out 
on to the main road will be very tight for large vehicals. 

Having looked over the proposal I cannot see how this will save any time in getting through the 
town centre. I travel back and forth through the centre at least 5 times a day and although 
congestion is bad I don’t believe these plans will change that. They’ll just be a traffic jam on a 
different road. It takes two lorries to block the town centre up and the same will happen on the new 
road  
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I would be very disappointed if these changes go ahead.  

Victoria st/Huddersfield road is very congested with heavy load traffic, turning at traffic lights there 
is difficult for large load vehicles 

I’m concerned that the core purpose of the plans and focus of the questionnaire is towards 
improving the flow of traffic through Holmfirth, rather than diverting traffic around it.  
 
The ‘too expensive’ solution seems to work most effectively, offering a bypass and diversionary 
route, however, this is ruled out on a financial basis. There is a similar option presented on the local 
Facebook group here (by [redacted]) which seems worthy of consideration.  I would like to see a 
number of proposals explored towards the aim of reducing the volume of traffic through the centre 
of Holmfirth.  The proposals in part seem to lean towards the idea of ‘attracting traffic’, which seems 
misguided. Fundamentally the aim should be to increase the attraction of Holmfirth to businesses 
and residents rather than commuters. 
 
If it is not possible to achieve a reduction in the volume of traffic through Holmfirth, either at this 
stage or in the future, this should be clearly stated and the purpose of the proposals and spending 
realigned. It doesn’t seem like the options presented address the same problem.  
 
Option 1 – Mitigation of traffic  
Option 2 – Management of traffic 
Option 3 – Do nothing  
 
I don’t think this is in any way made clear and the proposals are presented as alternate solutions to 
the same problem. It feels like a single option is being offered and whilst I welcome the investment 
in Holmfirth I would not like to see the town become a thoroughfare. 
 
Whilst wider pathways and planters are always nice, the proposal seems like it will simply improve 
flow by traffic management, rather than reduce volume by diversion. It seems that the centre of the 
town will be more full of vehicles rather than people, and fundamentally people don’t come into 
small towns to watch traffic flow.   
 
If there is an acceptance that this is essential work it should be made clear as there are negative 
consequences which will impact on businesses and residents.  
 
There are also some significant questions around the preferred proposal. Specifically: 
 
1) Hollowgate seems too narrow to become a major thoroughfare. This simply seems like a bad 
idea. 
2) The proposal will impede access to Nabb school via Rocher Road and increase congestion at 
the junction of Rocher Road at peak times, which will in turn impact flow onto the proposed 
roundabout.  
3) To increase traffic along Hollowgate seems dangerous to pedestrians, including schoolchildren 
at Nabb who regularly walk along and across the road. The pavement is widened at one end and 
then narrows, which seems, as it is now difficult for pedestrians. Increased traffic would no doubt 
increase risk of accidents on Hollowgate. I would like to know if Nabb School and safety of 
pedestrians have been carefully considered.  
4) There is no acknowledgement of the importance of Hollowgate for events such as the folk 
festival, which are a source of community and attract people to the town. To lose these types of 
events would be significant as clearly no-one will come into Holmfirth to look at a thoroughfare for 
trucks and other vehicles.  What are the proposals for creative and cultural events in Holmfirth and 
how are these linked to the proposals for traffic management? i.e. is there a proposal to move 
these events elsewhere and provide investment to make this happen? 
5) Whilst the market is underutilised it should be an aim to encourage small retail in Holmfirth, 
similar to Hebden Bridge. The preferred proposal doesn’t support this. The duration of works would 
most likely result in the closure of many small businesses, including those on Hollowgate, and a 
reduction in planning and investment by businesses until the impact of the plans upon footfall 
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became clear. 
6) Changing Victoria Street to one way,  widening of pedestrian walkways and the promise of use 
of natural materials in keeping with the existing look of the town are difficult to argue with, there are 
a number of questions raised on the local facebook group about the practicalities of these 
proposals and the number of spaces proposes for taxis and loading. What are the assurances 
around being able to deliver these plans? Has the impact of traffic on Bridge Road due to changing 
Victoria Street to one way been carefully considered? This road isn’t suited to an increased volume 
of traffic but would become an alternative to Hollowgate > Link road > Huddersfield Road. 
7) What are the proposals for the river, including banks as these are unsightly? 
8) There is no consideration of the volume of traffic on Dunford Road. This feeds into the centre of 
Holmfirth and is a cause of congestion. There needs to be a way of reducing this, especially on 
weekends. The current box junction stops traffic from Town gate blocking a right turn from Dunford 
Road, although this is often ignored. It seems more likely that traffic would block a roundabout than 
a box junction, especially given the one way system and additional zebra crossings.  
9) The elements listed below seem very reasonable and I would be supportive of them, but they not 
address the key issue. 
• Upgrading the existing zebra crossing point on Victoria Street 
• New zebra crossing point on Town Street 
• New road and existing road resurfacing 
• Improved pedestrian areas with new Yorkstone paving flags and kerbs 
• New signs, road markings and trees and planting 
• New bus stop/shelter 
 
The more expensive option that has been ruled out seems like the only real solution. The preferred 
option seems fundamentally flawed, and the low cost option is presented as a waste of money. I 
can't see why, if you are going to spend any money at all that you would not spend the required 
amount of money to achieve the required outcome. It seems like the objective is wrong and the 
solution is a bad one. 

The area around hollagate is not wide enough to allow large vehicles and pedestrians and will also 
cause a lot of traffic problems at school times coming down from Rocha. It will also be difficult for 
large vehicles to turn out back on to The main road by longest. 

I am not convinced that the proposed changes will enable an easy flow of traffic 
 
I am concerned at the negative impact on Hollowgate in particular - this will reduce the community 
use of this street and the mixed use from pedestrians and vehicles 

Get rid of  the zebra crossing on Victoria Street. Improve the traffic light timings so more traffic can 
get through. Do not allow large vehicles to come down Dunford Rd. Leave Hollowgate alone. If 
necessary, do not allow large vehicles on it. It is used for festivals several times a year and this is 
important to the town. This plan will cause more congestion to Holmfirth rather than make 
improvements. Victoria street should have NO parking at all. 

Hollowgate is too narrow to cope with heavy traffic. Children walk to and from Holmfirth J&I School, 
up Rotcher Rd. More traffic will increase prospective danger for these children. A roundabout might 
well not reduce the currently awful congestion on Dunford Rd. 

Parking spaces are at a premium in Holmfirth yet once again this is a scheme to remove more 
valuable parking spaces. Those spaces reserved for disabled drivers will become occupied with 
drivers who ignore parking conventions just to pop in and buy a quick patsy or any other quick 
purchase. 
We will loose the Art Festival this brings approxiamatly 20,000 vistors, the food and drink festival 
will also be relocated, along with the Folk Festival. The charm of these events is that the take place 
along Hollowgate and in the Town Centre, stick them outside town along Sands and the charm is 
lost and so is any potential profit for local shop keepers. My business would have colapsed without 
these festivals they were the lifeblood of my business.  
Plus there is also the damge to the environment that such a drastic propsal will inevitably cause. 
Chemicals and waste materials will enter the river causing destruction to fish stocks which will 
damge all animals that use the river. 
The market would be lost, not replaced. In recent trip to Barnsley I was impressed by their thriving 
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Market, thriving because money and time have been spent making it work. 
This proposed improvement will only be an improvement to those that wish travel quickly through 
Holmfirth and after you have destroyed the character of Holmfirth why would they want stop! 

I have looked at the alternative suggestion made by Holme Valley Vision, to build a new road 
further along Towngate by the Bus Station and Post Office.  I think it makes much better sense and 
has much more foresight for the future traffic flow through Holmfirth. 

See above! 

sort the traffic lights out 

The scheme will destroy the character of the village and have a negative impact on tourism which 
will affect businesses. 

I don’t think rerouting traffic on Hollowgate, destroying the market Hall, removing valuable parking 
spaces is required or building an additional bridge. I think these changes will have a negative 
impact on the town as it will become little more than a means to get through the town & will be 
detrimental to the Health of the thriving town we currently have. 

Remove any notion of creating a new link road between Hollowgate and the A6024. DO NOT DO 
THIS. It will destroy the heart of Holmfirth. 

Rather than spend £5 million on tearing down public spaces such as the market, please consider 
simple, low cost 'tweaks' first. For example, remove the 4 parking spaces on Victoria St. to ease 
flow at busy times and to let larger vehicles pass each other. Secondly, remove the two parking 
spaces outside Barclays Bank the Kirkwood Hospice shop. This would allow cars to pass onto 
Hollowgate behind other vehicles paused at the pedestrian crossing. Thirdly, congestion can be 
caused by busses unable to get into the bus station when another bus is parked at the first stop. 
The first, busier stop, could be moved to outside the post office to prevent this from happening. 
Fourthly, at the consultation, your representatives seemed very defeatist about the lights at the 
Victoria St. / A6024 junction. However, one obvious tweak is to allow traffic coming from 
Manchester direction to have a green light at the same time as traffic from Huddersfield direction 
and just hold the right turn onto Victoria St. with a red, rather than both lanes, until the Huddersfield 
direction changes. Ultimately, the main cause of congestion when it happens is HGVs using it as a 
through route. A wider transport policy which encouraged this trans-Pennine traffic onto the A62 or 
Woodhead Pass would be more sensible. I understand the council could legally restrict access to 
vehicles over 7.5 tonnes on A roads (even though this was disputed by your representative at the 
exhibition) which would be an obvious benefit to the town and render your plans pointless. Vision 
for Holmfirth have stated that your plan is a 'solution looking for a problem'. In fact, I think your 
solution will cause and exacerbate a problem common to valley towns by being attractive to lorry 
drivers. Remember, Satnav technology constantly updates drivers. Lorry drivers working against 
the clock will choose Holmfirth as a through route with your plan, funnelling increased heavy goods 
traffic through Hollowgate, making it very dangerous for pedestrians; meanwhile, the low cost 
tweaks outlined above could well help flow at busy periods without damaging our town. 

I can't see that utilising Hollogate for increased traffic flow use will help the Town.  Rather, it will 
remove a vital area for visitors and locals to gather, and for trade stands to utilise during the 
Festivals that take place in the Town, which are heavily attended.  
Improving traffic numbers, flow and speed will not in any sense of the word, 'Improve' traffic 
movement.  We need less traffic not more, particularly HGVs.  

Widening hollowgate will ruin the historical character of that part of the village and take a charming 
somewhat pedestrian area and turn it into a road.  This will not be good for the village. 
 
The goal should be to reduce car traffic into the village by improving pedestrian access and adding 
more frequent and reliable public transportation, 

I feel that the proposed plan offers no improvement to Holmfirth.  

This scheme would create mayhem for residents/school access to and from Rotcher Road, it would 
make Hollowgate a no go area for pedestrians, and mean  that the various tourist attractions, vital 
to keep Holmfirth alive would not be held.  It would make Holmfirth a nightmare with large lorries 
trying to turn over the new bridge and out into the main road, and turn the centre of the town into 
one big roundabout, crossing the roads would become a nightmare and drive all the shoppers 
away. Holmfirth would die. 
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In terms of the four points above 
1.  I disagree that it will make a more attractive environment. Hollogate and the market hall are 
important part of community hub, particularly during our fantastic events. I don’t feel confident that 
Kirklees will provide investment or even consider how to replicate this in another part of the town so 
anticipate this will a permanent loss for the town.  There isn’t really anything new being added to 
make it more attractive, just moving things around.  
2. I disagree with this because I don’t think there is a problem with traffic conjestion in town.  
3. I agree with this - the preferred option road layout looks sensible and well planned. But it will only 
increase efficiency if the same amount of traffic flows through. If it encourages an increase in traffic 
because flow is perceived to be better it will actually increase the problem. The problem I have with 
this is that it will increase problems in other places, for example, bridge lane through road from 
Newmill road to coop- this junction is already a nightmare and dangerous - some money should be 
invested in improving this as more people may use this to avoid the one-way system in town. More 
flow in centre will increase problems at bottlenecks like New mill.  
4. I disagree with this. I am a local resident and don’t think there is problem with local access. 
There are better ways to improve access  - for example by encouraging people to walk or cycle 
more instead of taking their cars, supporting local businesses, low rates, community events. - by 
creating an attractive environment people want to come to and stay in for more than a flying visit in 
their car  

I think they are the best we can hope for without the building of a major  relief road scheme.   The 
number of new houses are putting more pressure on as well as the huge lorries 

The plans will improve the flow of traffic and safety dramatically and will also give the town centre a 
much needed revamp. There are a collection of locals who make a habbit of complaining about 
every change to the town centre regardless of it's potential as they simply do not like change so 
there will be complaints. These changes are needed and the forward thinking locals can see these 
changes will help. My family have lived in Holmfirth for generations, there were only two cars in the 
village when my Gran was a child, so we have all seen the growth of the town and see that 
upgrades are needed to keep us with the times and demand on our roads. 

The replacement of the market building with a bridge is not a good idea as this will increase the 
volume of traffic passing through Hollowgate  .Hollowgate is a great asset to Holmfirth during 
festivals   And needs to be retained for this purpose. 
A roundabout at the bottom of Dunford Road is a good idea and would reduce congestion.Happy 
for parking to be removed from Victoria Street and to be replaced with additional parking on the 
land of the demolished market buildings. 
HOLMFIRTH NEEDS A BY-PASS not a revised town centre. 

I am not in favour, and if a link between Huddersfield Road and New Mill Road is required it should 
be further out of Holmfirth Town Centre say with a junction near the Ex-Midlothian garage site. 

It's going to ruin the place, it's going to make things really dangerous. Don't fix something that isn't 
broken! 

These proposals will not improve Holmfirth rather add to any chaos by moving it to Hollowgate 
which is barely equipped to deal with any traffic whatsoever, pedestrians take their life in their 
hands walking along now.  The traffic build up at present would be much alleviated by banning 
parking on Victoria Street and sequencing the existing lights better.  The money could be better 
spent on maintaining existing routes. 
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I think that, for the successful future of Holmfirth, some way to ease the growing traffic will be 
crucial, however I have very significant concerns that the current proposals do this at to great a 
cost to the town overall.  
 
The proposals appear to do little more than transform the centre of the town into a large 
roundabout. This will no doubt ease traffic flow but will almost certainly result in a loss of business 
and appears to have limited, if any, benefit for the pedestrians. Far from making Holmfirth more 
attractive, my concern would be that the town becomes similar to other commuter towns with little 
to recommend it aside from a route through.  
 
I welcome the widening of pathways - especially with two young children and as a pram/pushchair 
user - but this seems to be the only positive I can identify as a pedestrian using the town. It feels 
like a wasted opportunity - to develop the town with pedestrians given more focus to encourage 
people to use the town rather than simply pass through.  
 
My family relocated to Holmfirth because of what the town has to offer in terms of community and 
events. I have very serious concerns that the proposals put this in jeopardy. I cannot see how the 
numerous festivals would be maintained, resulting in a major loss for the town both in terms of the 
social aspect but also  the financial implications. These festivals are extremely well attended and 
mark Holmfirth as offering something unique and special, it would be hugely detrimental for the 
town for this to be taken away to ease traffic.  
 
We also use the market every Saturday to buy bread and fruit + vegetables. Again with the current 
proposals this would be another loss with no replacement being mentioned.  
 
I feel strongly as a resident of Holmfirth that there is a clear need to find ways to improve the traffic. 
I commute to Manchester week days for my work and so would welcome improved journeys 
through the centre and less pollution. However as someone who believes strongly in shopping 
locally and investing your time and money where you live, I have serious  concerns that the current 
preferred option will be too detrimental to the life and character of the town. I would hope that there 
can be someway to find a better balance between the needs relating to the traffic and the needs 
relating to the life of the town beyond this. 

I appreciate the difficulty the Council faces when presenting proposals for any changes however:- 
 
- I strongly object to the current set of proposals as they will destroy the nature of Holmfirth, reduce 
its overall attractiveness as a place to visit, create a traffic system that is essentially unsafe for 
pedestrians and destructive to local businesses and will positively increase the incentive for the 
centre becoming the "rat run" of choice for heavy goods vehicles between the M1 and Manchester. 
 
If as a Council you wish to oversee the the economic and social destruction of Holmfirth then 
implement this proposal.   

The mini roundabout would probably help the flow of traffic and foot bridges over the roads for 
pedestrians without opening up Hollowate to articulated lorries. And making Victoria street one way 
isn't a great idea, although I do agree with making the small bridge at the end of Hollowgate left 
only.  I accept that lorries turning left at the top of Victoria street is difficult so i would suggest 
widening the road by relocating the shops on the left at the top of the junction as an option if this 
were feasible. 

Concerned the historic character of Holmfirth will be lost - one of the reasons I moved here in 2016. 
Unsure if the occasional bout of congestion warrants changing many areas of Holmfirth that create 
that character and sense of identity as well as potential impacts to small businesses in the 
Hollowgate area.  

Far less attractive environment 
Put motor vehicles as priority over other users of the centre - pedestrians, cyclists 
Takes out half of Hollowgate for priority of more road users 
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The proposals will completely kill what is a charming town centre and will bring more traffic into the 
area. 
 
PLEASE DO NOT GO AHEAD WITH THIS.  

1. pedestrian unfriendly, not enough crossings for pedestrians. 
2. not child friendly 
3. encourage speeding of motorised traffic 
4. traffic through Holmfirth = pollution = shortening of life expectancies of those exposed 

It is a matter of opinion whether the proposed changes are improvements. If you live in Holmfirth 
the changes will be detrimental to its peaceful character and charm. Increasing the flow of traffic 
through Holmfirth will only encourage more traffic to pass through. This traffic largely wont stop in 
Holmfirth and be of benefit to the town. On the contrary it will make Holmfirth a less desirable place 
to stop and visit. Faster flowing traffic will increase the hazards to pedestrians. Please don't make 
these changes           

Improvements are vital to Holmfirth town centre as it's virtually impossible to easily get through. 
Also the two zebra crossings so close together are a big liability when coming through from the 
traffic lights at Huddersfield Rd/Victoria Street.  The improvements sound like an ideal solution. 

Probably will not help much in the long term 

I personally like the low cost plan of removing parking bays and widening the footpaths on Victoria 
street. A considerable amount of build-up at the lights at the top of Victoria street is caused by 
blockages down that road, and removing all parking would prevent cars from blocking areas, and 
also discourage large vehicles from temporarily parking on the side of the street to unload. 

A good scheme. I think that traffic would be significantly improved and Victoria street would be 
better for pedestrians and shoppers. Demolitions and other changes would not have any adverse 
effect on Holmfirth - and may well improve matters. I am fed up with the "change nothing" attitude 
of Holmfirth traders and some residents. The centre is long overdue a move into the 21st century 
with better facilities for pedestrians, shoppers and through traffic. Preserving the cosy existence of 
traders operating from inadequate premises without having to invest in improvements is wrong. 

PLEASE NOTE AS MENTIONED ABOVE I HAVE TYPED RESPONSES IN WRONG BOX - 
PLEASE REVERSE. MANY THANKS 
The details that I would like you to consider concern changes I should like to be implemented 
ideally before major changes take place. The major road change that I could support would take 
the traffic away from the centre of town - in the form of a new road that links the A635 & A6024 
before it reaches the east of the town centre - ideally using the space behind the post office.  
Before this took place I’d like you to consider more preventative strategies - such as liaising with 
regional regional Highways to explore better routes for moving goods around the county and 
beyond - perhaps using smart technology to redirect heavy goods vehicles away from the town 
centre. Please also assess the extent to which the proposed Woodhead pass upgrade due to start 
in 2020 would ease the flow. I’d also change signage at outlying junctions to the effect that 
Holmfirth is not suitable for HGVs. I’d also like more consideration to be given regarding whether all 
legal restrictions are being imposed/implemented re weight and width of HGVs. Restricting HGVs 
delivering goods locally to specific times - day before 8.15 would also be helpful. Using smart 
technology such as for vehicle registration recognition and monitoring and for photographic 
evidence to trigger eg fines - would also be helpful. I’m told that ‘only” 200 HGVs go through the 
centre of the town each day  - their impact in terms of diesel fumes and manoeuvrability is 
nonetheless significant. This plan does not envisage more sustainable systems of transport such 
as electric and driverless vehicles and incentives to bring this about - such as the government s 
new scheme to pay sizeable annual grants to persuade individuals to be car free  - currently being 
trialed in Coventry. I would like you to use the resources to develop out of town car parks such as 
on Sands (on A6024 NE of town), at the Beast Market (on A6024 Woodhead Rd) or by the Dye 
Works (on B6106 Dunford Rd) - with a Park & Ride connection to town centre using existing small 
local buses (before moving to electric ones) As a result of these initiatives we could limit town 
centre parking to shorter periods and disabled parking and use photographic evidence to impose 
high level fines as necessary. This would ease congestion on Victoria St.and free up the Post 
Office car park. We  need to prioritise green walkways so that children can be walked safely to 
school. This would ease the congestion eg to Nabb School and the Rotcher Rd junction with 
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Hollowgate. Improving cycle routes and riverside walkeays should be a priority. I would pull down 
the large shed at the back of Holmfirth Market and build a pedestrian bridge that links the market 
and adjacent car park to Hollowgate. Rather than pull down the market I’d put it out to tender - a 
forward thinking entrepreneur may see its potential as a venue for ‘pop up’ businesses and much 
more (see Altrincham”s transformed centre). We need to harness the increased awareness, 
triggered by this proposal, to upgrade and revitalise this special town - in ways that protect its 
quirky historical streets and promote its green agenda.Most of all we need to recognise and drawn 
on its pool of talented people willing to help drive forward and cross fund a forward thinking town 
that puts people first. 

This scheme will destroy the centre of holmfirth. It will become a square roundabout that I do not 
believe will solve any issues and even if it does speed travel up for some this will be at the expense 
of having s centre in holmfirth that is pleasant to visit and easy to shop in. Holmfirth needs to retain 
its character in order to thrive and these plans take no account of the need to do this.  The plans to 
hollowgate will ruin the street and I believe it will be traffic backed up and the local shops will lose 
passing trade. Same for the main road outside Longleys.  What we need is investment that will 
attract people to the town, generate better community facilities and attract more small businessess 
to set up in Holmfirth. These plans will not do that. I appreciate the funding is specifically for 
transport infrastructure but these plans will not improve things enough to merit the damage done to 
the town and it's residents.  

I feel Holmfirths historic character will be lost, which will make it less appealing to visitors and 
where will the festivals go if there’s no longer access to Hollowgate!  

Holmfirth does get busy at certain times as do most places in the area eg New 
Mill,Meltham,Slaithwaite etc etc I rarely have to spend more than 5 minutes getting through even at 
the busiest of times...the massive sum of money to be spent on this project will make little or no 
difference whilst at the same time destroying much of what is good about the place,in particular 
Hollowgate and the disruption that would be caused during the proposed works and after 
completion would devastate many small business's THIS MUST NOT GO AHEAD!!!! 

The proposal will only encourage more traffic through holmfirth centre causing high levels of 
pollution and making town less accessible to pedestrians.  The road to Holmfirth junior and infant 
school would become difficult to access and dangerous for the young children trying to walk to 
school.  It will affect the Historic character of the town and remove a large part of hollowgate which 
is used for Events and festivals.  Why are we improving things for through traffic and not for the 
people and pedestrians who live in Holmfirth?  This is a ridiculous amount of money to spend on a 
scheme in a Town that none of the residents want. 

See above 

The scheme seems to ill informed and will not mitigate the issues of congestion in the town. 

See above 

Your first objective listed above is to 'create a more attractive environment for residents, 
businesses and visitors', I don't think your plan will achieve this as it mainly seems to deal with 
traffic flow. 

A waste of public money that will encourage more traffic  

See above. 

Although you have undertaken modelling, the proposals will not work in reality. As soon as vehicles 
are unable to turn right onto the A6024, from the new bridge, the whole town will become 
gridlocked. We do not currently experience this. 
Hollowgate is not wide enough to be able to cope with HGV's and buses. It will not be safe for 
people using the shops on the right hand side, Atlantis, the bakery and the beauty parlour, 
Hollowgate is not wide enough for the pavements to be widened on both sides. Traffic will not be 
able to come out of Rotcher Road, as there will be a constant stream of traffic moving past the 
junction with Hollowgate. 
Hollow gate has it's own charm and is part of the attraction of Holmfirth. That would be tottally 
destroyed by this scheme. 
Hollowgate is one of the main areas pedestrianised for festivals which bring tourists into the town. 
That will be completely destroyed by this scheme, as will the character of the town itself. 
The Market Hall, although under utilised by Kirklees is use for the festivals mentioned above, what 
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plans have the council made to provide a suitable, alternative venue? Where will the craft, farmers 
and other occasional markets be held? 
Holmfirth is short of parking, it's not clear on the plans what will happen to the Market Hall car 
park? Car parking will also be lost on Hollowgate. 
I would much rather live with the congestion, than suffer the total chaos and misery that this 
scheme will cause whilst the work is being done. 
When this scheme makes the congestion worse and causes grid lock in the town centre, will 
anyone be held responsible? 

I have not seen any improvements to comment on 

I think you have to consider what Holmfirth is going to be like in two years time when hundreds of  
newly built houses have been completed round the Holme Valley creating hundreds more extra 
vehicles passing through Holmfirth on a daily basis. If these proposed improvements costing short 
of under five million take place I seriously don't think it will make much difference at all to conjestion 
around Holmfirth which will be a complete waste of time and money. Why not start at a lower scale 
and remove the pedestrian crossing outside Kayes ironmongers and see how traffic flows then. 
Traffic travelling down Victoria St are having to stop twice at two pedestrian crossings which are 
causing long queues. We wouldn't have all this conjestion in Holme Valley if kirklees weren't such 
greedy buggers and didn't allow plans passed for way too many new housing developments.  

Whats going to happen to the festivals we have? We will have more HGV Traffic coming through 
the village, do you think this will be acceptable traffic for Hollowgate?? They have enough trouble 
getting down there normally, damaging the bridge. Stupid idea i'm afraid, leave Holmfirth alone!!  

You really do need to reconsider or risk ruining the town for no local gain. The only people who 
stand to gain are those passing through bringing no economic benefits to local community. The 
plan is fundamentally flawed and has no evidence base to represent best value efficiency or 
effectiveness. Its just not a well thought out plan and you seriously need to scrap it before 
consequences intended or otherwise permanently damage Holmfirth. 

See above. 

I feel Holmfirth town centre will be reduced to a thoroughfare for traffic. We are a community that 
holds food  festivals/ folk festivals/film festivals/ beer festivals where  the market hall and 
Hollowgate is open only to pedestrians. This could not happen under these proposals. 

See above 

I think "improvements" is at best debatable and at worst an assumption 

If you want to improve the centre of Holmfirth and the traffic through it use smaller improvements 
instead. First try improving the lights, when there is a lot of traffic the lights only let through a few 
cars at a time which cause massive tailbacks so by changing the traffic lights to let more people 
through you would reduce tailbacks and increase traffic flow .  
A second thing you could do is by removing the parking next to the Barclays so people could get 
down Hollowgate behind the traffic waiting at the zebra crossing and traffics lights.this would also 
reduce tailbacks up Dunford road and Station road. 
Lastly you could remove parking on Victoria street this would ease traffic flow coming up and down 
Victoria street because  there would be more room for traffic to go down. 

I'm not convinced this will solve the issues with congestion as Holmfirth will remain a small town in 
a very busy commuter spot. I feel that the congestion now is manageable, and could be improved 
with more minor alterations that won't have such a potential impact on the feel of the town and local 
businesses. 

I feel that to reroute traffic via Hollowgate and the space currently occupied by the market hall 
would only serve to detract from this important shopping street and the area that is utilised during 
various festivals through the year. It feels like the proposals are purely centred on benefiting 
'through traffic' and not considering the needs of local residents and particularly all our small 
businesses.  

The only good idea is moving the zebra crossing outside Kayes  towards the Post Office. 2 Zebra 
crossings within 20 yards is madness. It may improve the flow of traffic (I am not convinced) but 
juggernauts and lorries do not live here. This proposal will just destroy Holmfirth. 

I Object to the plan proposed as not bettering holmfirth enough 
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Improvements to the village should be just that. Improvements. What you propose would turn the 
charming and peaceful village into a soulless carpark. No one who lives here would want this, 
therefore I do not see how it can be actioned in its current form 

I am strongly against these proposals for a number of reasons. 
 
1) I don't think there is an issue to be addressed. The traffic is simply not that bad. 
2) There is insufficient provision made for pedestrians and cyclists.  
3) I would like Holmfirth to be a thriving place of shops, pubs, cafes and other businesses not a 
place to drive through. People buy things cars do not. 
4) It would ruin Hollowgate, one of Holmfirth's more attractive streets and have a detrimental effect 
on the business on there. 
5) It would make Hollowgate un-useable for a number of the festivals which is part of what makes 
Holmfirth unique and putting the festivals at risk. 
6) It is likely that road improvements would simply result in increased traffic due to the 
acknowledged phenomenon of induced demand.  

I object to the use of the word 'Improvement'. If this scheme goes ahead we will not only lose the 
vibrant shopping area that hollowgate could be but also the market hall. It is clear that this scheme 
is a convenient way for the council to get rid of the inconvenience and expense of looking after it. It 
has been run down for several years and yet two of the main stalls which are there on both a 
Thursday and a Saturday, D.A.D. Fruit and Veg and the Handmade Bakery are regularly sold out or 
close to it by 10.30 am on both days. With a little input the market could be a vibrant place again. I 
know that the council is struggling financially due to cuts from central government but I do not think 
it would be hard for them to find other organisations which would be keen to get involved with 
keeping it open and making it an even greater asset to the town. The canopy-type part of the 
building on hollow gate could be removed to give some outside space for market vans to trade from 
and used as extra parking on days when the market is not in use. 
My main concern is that these 'improvements' would bring more vehicles to the town using it as an 
alternative route to the Woodhead Pass, especially large trucks. Our town is not appropriate for 
large numbers of vehicles of this type, not just the roads 'improved' by this scheme but many of this 
surrounding it. For example: just outside this area at bottom of Upperthong lane there is a narrow 
corner which has narrow if not almost nonexistent pavements. This is regularly a bottle neck 
especially when vans are smaller trucks are delivering to the businesses along the road at this 
point. And is also extremely dangerous for pedestrians and cyclists. The scheme does not improve 
this it will make it worse with more large vehicles which can be extremely close to buildings at this 
point, and vehicles regularly mount the pavements here. Improving the traffic lights may help this a 
little but even better would be to restrict the size of vehicles to 7.5tonnes which I believe the council 
has it in its power to do. 

We were very shocked to hear of the plans for a new bridge in Holmfirth, at times Dunford can be 
become blocked but this is often caused by an accident at Woodhead.  Large Lorries then head to 
Holmfirth using it as another route, causing chaos on the roads with parked vehicles etc.  With a 
new road layout in Holmfirth this would encourage lorries to cut through our little town, local 
business would suffer as well as the community and tourist trade. 

Making through traffic move faster THROUGH Holmfirth will be of absolutely no benefit to 
businesses in Holmfirth.  And only lead to a poorer experience for locals and visitors. 

While i appreciate the willingness to spend some money on Holmfirth, I think these proposed 
improvements will be deleterious to the town. I cannot see how the perceived traffic congestion will 
be eased by these measures - it appears to merely move any queuing traffic to another location in 
Holmfirth. Given the predicted demise of private car ownership in a not so distant future, it seems 
senseless to be spending this money this way. And as a resident of Holmfirth, I do not wish to see 
any increased number of HGVs using Holmfirth as a thoroughfare to somewhere else. I understand 
these proposed improvements is for commuters, but I doubt it is Holmfirth commuters you have in 
mind.  I am one, and I do not perceive any excessive issues with congestion, that would warrant 
this heavy handed proposal. As I say above, change the phasing of the traffic lights on Victoria 
St/Huddersfield Rd, and you'll see an improvement at a much cheaper rate. I do also like the idea 
of the mini-roundabout by Dunford Rd/Towngate, so happy to support that aspect of the proposed 
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improvements. I am, however, vehemently against turning Hollowgate into a main road - it simply 
not safe nor sensible.  

The end of Hollowgate by Holmfirth Mills will be completely cut ofF.  Businesses will suffer as a 
result.  Hollowgate hosts a variety of events, these will obviously stop.  Making every vehicle pass 
the bottom of Rotcher will make this area a no go area for local traffic and pedestrians.  How will 
school 'traffic' be expected to negotiate this?  This proposal will destroy the character of Holmfirth 
just so that commuters can save a couple of minutes off their journey, and chances are, if people 
think the journey is quicker it will only encourage more vehicles to pass through (potentially causing 
even more congestion ).   

Holmfirth is currently used by more traffic than is necessary because of the poor nature of other 
routes across the Pennines.  We should be improving these routes rather than making it easier to 
use a route through a small town.  I have already approached my MP about the need for a Pennine 
Tunnel..  We need more money spent on the infrastructure in the north to bring transport links up to 
the standard of those in the south. 

The scheme will not help traffic flow,during the majority of the day, traffic flows perfectly, even at 
peak times, the traffic is not too bad. Major problems occur when the M62 is closed., but this 
scheme will not help. 
Hollowgate is too narrow for large HGVs to pass, no thought has been given to the large amount of 
traffic which use Rotcher to access the Junior school and Cartworth Moor.   

Not happy with proposals. I hope Kirklees listen to the views of people who live and work in 
Holmfirth and reconsider. 

I agree with a parking ban on Victoria Street.  I agree that the turn off the Bridge by the Fairtrade 
shop should be left hand only.  I agree that some change should occur with the traffic lights at the 
top of Victoria Street and would like to see curtailment of heavy and long trailered wagons through 
the town.   

Move one of the Zebra Crossings and ban heavy goods vehicles using Holmfirth unless delivering 
there 

Does the arrival of the two new supermarkets have any bearing on these developments? 
We have recently acquired a Lidl and in a month we will have an Aldi, less that half a mile away on 
the same road. I can see how an increase in traffic will greatly increase these businesses 
revenues. 

These proposed improvements would kill Holmfirth, riping the heart out of it. Well known 
businesses that people like to visit such as Holmfirth Mill (EWM) and Hollowgate Fisheries, 
Holmfirths only central Fih and Chip shop will not survive.  
The residents, the people old and new will never support this proposal no matter how much money 
is being offered to Kirklees Council. We live here, Kirklees Council DO NOT. The backlash will be 
something Kirklees council will not be expecting and would not think residents would take to the 
streets in protest, just like HRI. 

Too disruptive to the town and would spoil the attractive streets. Bigger roads will increase the 
traffic with even bigger vehicles travelling through Holmfirth. This will add danger for pedestrians, 
especially children, and further increase pollution.  

I am highly opposed to the proposed changes of destroying the Market buildings and building a 
bridge. 

In my opinion traffic is mainly free flowing with some congestion at peak times. Attitudes to 
transportation need to change, spending on road improvements is ultimately self defeating.  

This idea is not viable and a waste of money 

In addition to the comments above I would like to see Kirklees investing money into the local 
community of Holmfirth. I would like them to consider proposals that I know have been put forward 
for an alternative use for the Holmfirth Market Hall and the car parking area next the Longley Café. 
The section next to the HoTT Edible planting project (which incidentally has significantly improved 
the area all ready). 

These proposals are not 'improvements' for people who work and live in Holmfirth. Holmfirth is not 
a bypass for traffic; it is a town where people live, work and socialise.   

Businesses are already struggling  



 

266 | P a g e  
 

Apart from additional pedestrian space down Victoria street these proposals in my opinion will only 
create more hazards and congestion. 
Putting a mini roundabout on Dunford Road is asking for trouble with an artic lorry or bus having to 
wait at the roundabout from Victoria street obscuring pedestrians wishing to cross the zebra 
crossing.  
Cars from Rotcher will have to go across a much busier road and turn nearly fully around the mini 
roundabout if they wish to travel west on the A6024. Otherwise the will have to swing into the other 
carriageway to enable the tight turn into the flow of the main traffic blocking off access for cars 
wishing to turn up Rotcher. 
Pedestrians coming out of the shops and takeaways at the East End of Hollowgate will be walking 
almost straight into a main arterial road. There is very limited pavements here and Hollowgate is 
usually very busy with pedestrians. 
The new one way system will prevent street festivals from taking place which really enhance the 
popularity and bring business to the town. 
The new proposed bridge and road appears to be very close to existing short and long stay parking 
entrances which are vital for local users of the towns businesses. There is a much higher risk of an 
accident with cars wishing to turn into or merge out of these car parks. 
How do pedestrians on the North west side of Victoria street cross the road or cross the A6024 
safely (something that is done very well with the current pedestrian light system). 
How do delivery vehicles servicing the west End premises of Hollowgate turn around to get out as 
with the top of the existing exit onto A6024 becoming left turn only there is no opportunity for them 
to turn back east along the A6024 towards Huddersfield. 
At peak times, Vehicles traveling East along the A6024 in the direction of Towngate will have to 
give way to oncoming traffic and that turning into Victoria street. This will very quickly form a long 
queue blocking a whole variety of entrances, especially that of the Library car park. Also how will 
cars coming out of the Library car park safely get into the right hand lane to go down Victoria 
street? There is currently well defined hatching and pulled back stopping of traffic which works very 
well. 
My view is that this solution is creating more accident risks for both vehicles and pedestrians than 
the current situation and that congestion is mainly due to site wide issues mentioned above rather 
than the current highway system in the town centre which I believe on the whole works quite well. 
Therefore i strongly object to the proposals put forward in this access plan until I see my concerns 
above adequately addressed. 

It will ruin the character of the town. Money better spent elsewhere. There are alternative routes for 
those in the know. 
Do nothing!! 

The suggestions are not improvements and in my opinion will ruin the village and its unique appeal. 

It would cause considerable damage to local businesses and danger to residents.  
There is a school up Rotcher Road!  The redesign would put more hazards in their path.  
The ‘square-about’ would involve demolition of thriving businesses in historic buildings in 
Hollowgate.  

Please leave Holmfirth as it is and do not destroy its character for a minor short term gains  

To my mind the improvements will simply add to the level of traffic passing through Holmfirth and I 
fear that the shops and businesses on Hollowgate will suffer as a consequence.  

I think the proposals will spoil the center and an historic area of holmfirth. 
This area is busy with pedestrians at all times.    Large vehicles would be dangerous. 
Also we would be loosing an area of leisure for Festivals and markets. 

Slage hammer to crack a nut 

Changes will destroy the towns aesthetic appeal. It will slowly become the same as every other 
non-descript town instead of having individuality.  
Their is some congestion on a Friday or Saturday afternoon, but I have never waited more than 10-
15mins to get through. Is it worth destroying the look of the town for that? 

Traffic is already busy, particularly at peak times when there are several schools in the area with 
children using the pavements within a foot or so of heavy articulated lorries passing through on the 
A635 and Dunford Road, this should be reduced as much as possible for safety and pollution 
related reasons. The proposed scheme would bring more traffic through the town , not less.  
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Holmfirth is a town with people. It is not a bypass for HGV’s   

I don’t feel it’s an improvement as such as the school traffic in and out of Holmfirth. The new plan 
shows 100% of the traffic coming out of Holmfirth along hollow gate will slow the traffic from rotcher 
road even more and also Victoria street will slow traffic from rotcher road heading out also. 

Ripping up the market (and creating a big roundabout in effect), is not a solution. Traffic calming 
and sorting out car parking all along Woodhead Road and Dunford Road would alleviate some 
problems.  
The town should work for pedestrians first then vehicles. Ripping up the centre to help cars and 
lorries travel through more quickly is looking at the problem from the wrong perspective. You need 
to encourage tourist traffic to stop in the town and discourage large lorries from coming through. 

Waste of time & money 

I think that Holmfirth works well as it is, and by introducing this you will only create more traffic and 
destroy the community feel. There are plenty of events that use Hollowgate, such as the food and 
drink festival, and the loss of these events would be devastating to the community. In addition, the 
loss of the market would be saddening when many use it for local produce and events.  

They are not improvements. Maybe knocking the old Lodges building down should be considered  

Will make hollowgate look ugly. 
Cause congestion and increase danger for pedestrians and cars using rotcher rd. 
Make centre feel like a roundabout. 
Waste of money better spent elsewhere. 
Doesn’t solve what is barely a problem anyway. 
No consideration to cyclists. 
Increased difficulty for pedestrians. 
Loss of useful market building. 
Hgvs using hollowgate. 

Your proposed changes will not help. Waste of money. Parking is urgently required. Yellow lines 
down greenfield Road required to ease traffic congestion. Parking for visitors is essential, for which 
Holmfirth is sadly lacking. Spend the money on purchasing land for out of town parking.  

Please see my comments above - especially with regard to the proposed changes for Hollow Gate 
which I believe should be pedestrianised.  

HOLMFIRTH COMMENTS 
 
I wish to object most strongly to the proposed traffic management scheme. 
I am particularly concerned about: 
• heavy vehicles using part of Hollowgate, particularly as the pavement will remain very narrow 
there. 
• Pedestrian movement.  People will have more major traffic flows to cross as they try to move 
around the town. 
• businesses at the south end of town. They will become isolated and will suffer, particularly during 
the construction period. 
• The public space in the centre of the town. This would be dominated by a busy mini-roundabout, 
at odds with the historic character of the town and of doubtful capacity to successfully deal with the 
size and volume of traffic that would need to use it.  
• cyclists. No specific provision has been made for cyclists moving through the town centre and 
negotiating the mini-roundabout 
 
Holmfirth Conservation Area is an important heritage asset and community hub. Any changes 
should be based on a wholistic approach that addresses not only road traffic but also pedestrian 
movement and the creation of quality useable spaces which benefit the whole community and not 
just vehicle users. 
When I attended the public consultation I was told that: 
• no pedestrian movement assessment had been made.  
• no consideration had been given to alternative innovative approaches to traffic management, 
such as the shared surfaces scheme on the A6 at Poynton in Cheshire,  which I have had 
experience of using over a number of years. 



 

268 | P a g e  
 

• the proposed scheme had not been developed in consultation with heritage professionals in the 
Council’s Conservation Team or at Historic England. 
• no figures were available for the changes in through traffic flow times that would result from the 
scheme. 
In my view, as a first step, consideration should be given to less intrusive means of improving traffic 
flow, including the restriction and removal of parking and loading on Victoria Street and a clearer 
box junction layout at the bottom of Dunford Road. I am not comfortable with the approach of 
spending money just because it is currently available, especially when the potential long-term 
implications for the built environment, public realm and the economic viability of Holmfirth are so 
significant.  

I feel this proposal is not for the good of the residents and business's of Holmfirth. Holmfirth would 
become a drive through town for HGV's and no longer a destination for shopping. As a resident of 
Holmfirth I support the local business's and I agree traffic can be an issue but this scheme does 
note take into account what the locals want. I'm a realist so I understand we need change but this 
is a huge hammer blow made up by people who dont know the town. By knocking down the market 
hall you take away retail and weekend events like the art week, and by making Hallowgate a 
through road you take away the food and drink festival. Personally I think there should be a weight 
restriction through the town as large vehicles tend to block all the pelican crossings and exits at the 
heart of the town. This proposal would kill the town that so many love, we live here because its 
quirky and quaint, we dont live here so traffic can speed through and not make use of the retail 
outlets. I think there is a solution to this but this one isnt it, if I moved next to the M62 I would not 
have right to stand up and say it's too noisy etc etc etc but I didnt, I moved here for the rural life and 
the convenience of being able to walk to the shops or stop to pick something up but you would take 
all of this away. Naturally people dont like change and they get very passionate about it, we all 
know something needs to be done but this is not the solution. 

The one way system alongside the widening of pavements will make access to Hollowgate from 
Rotcher Road almost impossible. Rotcher Road and Cartworth Road are very congested during the 
school opening and closing times as it is. The road network in Holmfirth generally flows well as it 
currently stands (even better when the traffic lights are not working!), there is only an issue when 
HGVs are diverted through the town when the are closures on the Woodhead Pass, M62 etc.  

I live in Scholes and travel down Dunford Road regularly. The undoubted quickest (but not easiest) 
way to get to Huddersfield is to turn right at the bottom of Dunford Road onto the A635 Station 
Road, travel 1/4 a mile or so and then turn left done Bridge Lane round the back of the Co-op. 
However I only do this in times of light traffic because turning right out of Dunford Road is awful. 
With your changes I doubt people would go to the trouble of going along Hollowgate and over the 
new bridge, then having to wait to turn right at a junction without traffic lights. People will instead go 
round the back of the Co-op and cause chaos on Bridge Lane  

I have read through the proposals and have the following comments/observations: 
• I fully support the need to invest in improving traffic flow and also improve safety in the town 
centre area 
• Building a new trunk circular road and  new bridge in the area of the post office building makes 
sense 
• Why not the go the full way and pedestrianize the centre – Victoria Street – flow all traffic around 
the centre of the town.  Victoria road would have limited access for loading and unloading only.  
Open up the centre as may other of our regions smaller market towns have done 
• Pedestrianize New Fold as Victoria Road and make small bridge an access only for residences – 
could make a new road and bridge to access houses and apartments on Lower Mill Lane from main 
road to West end of town centre near rug and carpet shop 
• Getting rid of the market hall is very good – it is a mess and eyesore but do we need a new round 
and bridge – why not rebuild a market hall like Penistone and make the rates etc affordable and 
competitive.  
• There are no provisions for cycles in the proposals which is a bad missing  
• Be as green as possible 
Am pleased something is being done but don’t think any options will offer the transformational 
change needed for the town and its residents 
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In addition to the above, i feel that a better (and cheaper) solution would be to ban (and enforce the 
ban) all parking on Victoria Street and provide a loading bay where the current parking spaces are. 
Remove the traffic lights completely as traffic always flows better when they are not working. 
Remove the pedestrian crossing at the bottom of Dunford Road and move it closer to the bus 
station. 

I would suggest a strategy that keeps Holmfirth as the less attractive route for drivers, the roads are 
not and can never be trunk roads or even major A roads, so encouraging traffic to transit the town 
today will only create different pinch points later. 
In that spirit I submit the following ideas. 
1) Move the station road pedestrian crossing closer to the bus station.  
2) Change the pedestrian zebra crossing on Victoria street to light controlled and sync those lights 
with the traffic lights and existing light controlled crossing at, thus allowing traffic to flow when the 
lights are green and not stall due to pedestrians on zebra crossings. 
3) Put a vehicle weight limit on Hollowgate to prevent articulated vehicles using that route. 
4) Remove all parking on Victoria street, provide loading and taxi bays and increase pavement 
widths. 
These simple measures will improve congestion markedly. Leave the Market hall intact and leave 
hollowgate for use during festivals. If hollowgate and the market are not usable for festivals there 
will be only the bus station car park left!  
For the future 
5) when possible consider a replacement new road from station road to Huddersfield road, but 
further north than the existing and rejected plan. For the route, utilise the present car park on 
station road and drop into the southern end of the co-op car park using the market street exit to 
Huddersfield road. 
At the same time make Bridge lane one way (north only) from Station road to summer vale, and 
prevent traffic turning right into bridge lane from station road. (No right turn). This cut through won’t 
be needed and presently creates congestion on the A635. 

The delays are only occasionally lengthy; compared with what I experience elsewhere it is 
negligible.  If transit through Holmfirth were to be made easier we would undoubtedly see more 
traffic come through, and with it more air pollution.  On still days this can already be bad.  Have you 
measured air pollution? 
What about the Festivals in Holmfirth?  The Folk Festival and Food Festival need to be able to use 
Hollowgate. 

Don’t think for one minute the plans will ease congestion.  

Good scheme. 

Simpler plan, widen Dunford road where possible to avoid congestion and give all residents 2 
permits per household. Ban all hgvs from using Dunford road. Add speed cameras to all roads. 
Remove one zebra crossing. Make hollogate one way and left turn only at Elephant side  

As above 

I think this is a sledge hammer to crack a nut.  I don't want traffic speeded up in Holmfirth as I think 
it is safer when it goes more slowly. 

They appear to be a waste of money as they will not solve the problem - we need a bypass or a 
diversion from A635 to Huddersfield road nearer to New Mill 

Making Holmfirth into a roundabout will not improve the environment for residents  

The Kirklees proposed road scheme will be very bad for the residents and business people of 
Holmfirth. At the moment I rarely have any major problems getting in and out of Holmfirth. If the 
new ideas go ahead I think it will adversely affect traffic levels and congestion as cross Pennine 
traffic will use Holmfirth more than they do at the moment. Much of this new traffic will be through 
traffic and will be of no benefit to any local business. A VERY bad idea! 

Hollow gate should be paved and pedestrianised and Victoria street should be free of parked 
vehicles 
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Routing traffic through Hollowgate would not be a suitable option as it will: 
Damage the character of the centre of Holmfirth 
Adversely affect the businesses in Holmfirth 
restrict and negatively impact the community events 
Create more traffic, not less 
Adversely affect pedestrians   

I do not feel there would be significant improvement in the current traffic model, to justify not only 
the disruption during the works, but the loss of the Market building and the changes to Hollowgate 
will be a retrograde step. Holmfirth's main industry is now tourism and leasure and in particular 
during the spring & summer when the festivals are on. The two biggest festivals are the festival of 
folk and the food and drink festival, both of which use Hollowgate and the market building, the 
changes proposed will prevent this and certainly in the case of the festival of folk lead to its demise 
and much needed revenue for the town. I think all the proposals including the high cost one are 
short sighted and do not address the wider problem of traffic congestion that can only be solved 
with and integrated transport policy and increased use and funding of public transport. 

You need to consider pedestrians and cyclists in the town, especially Hollowgate and Victoria 
Street.  

This makes more road area in Holmfirth and rather than reducing traffic more will come as they can 
go faster through Holmfirth. It feels Holmfirth town centre will become one big roundabout There is 
very little benefit for pedestrians, no pedestrianised shopping areas. There has been no provision 
for cyclist, the area is very popular for cyclists and they add to the local economy.  

The improvements could be be much lower in impact. Remove parking in Victoria street. Install 
traffic lights instead of zebras near the hardware store, to alleviate traffic and pedestrian flow. 
hollow gate is unique and one of the defining features of quiet traffic flow with pedestrians. The 
destruction proposed of this area is a crime against local residents environment and destruction of 
a historical gem. Holmfirth works because of its quirks, don't mess with it. Traffic flow increase will 
lead to increased traffic and potentially more accidents. Where is your green agenda? This town is 
for people not vehicles 

I am very concerned about directing all through traffic along a one way system along Hollowgate. 
The plan shows pavement widening but the pinchpoint between the high wall and riverside 
premises on Hollowgate will make for a frightening place for pedestrians when the only exit route to 
the West for the many articulated lorries, coaches and double decker buses is to queue along this 
narrow artery whilst jostling for space with locals, pedestrians, cyclists, etc, alike. Whilst I would like 
to support improvement of the streetscape and urban environment in Holmfirth centre, I believe the 
plan for Hollowgate is flawed and another wider route option needs to be sought for large vehicles 
heading towards Greenfield Road.  

I find that the proposed changes are an overreaction to the traffic situation in the town.  What’s 
more, they are most likely to bring even more traffic, including heavy goods, which would be most 
unwelcome and would increase hazards for safety around the centre,  saving seconds and putting 
cars before community is not worth it.  I do not approve of spending £4.7 million on such a 
character changing scheme. 

Something needs to be done, without doubt. The proposals don't look as if if they will make too 
radical a change to what makes Holmfirth such a good place to live.  

I consider that your proposed plan (which I cannot call 'improvements' under any circumstances) 
will cause even more traffic to come through Holmfirth.  Your proposals state that the plans will 
reduce journey times (speed up the flow) of traffic - I consider, as a car driver, that using cars and 
other transport always carries the risk of being held up at some points of the journey and that this 
should be expected in smaller towns and villages.  I do not want to see Holmfirth as just a place 
where traffic drives through all day without having the opportunity to stop and I also consider that 
drastically altering the look and feel of Holmfirth should be avoided at all costs. Residents and 
visitors need to feel comfortable in Holmfirth so that they spend time there and contribute to the 
economy of Holmfirth.  The increase in traffic that your plans would bring, I believe, would make 
people feel 'uncomfortable', causing them to be reluctant to use the centre of Holmfirth, therefore 
decreasing the amount of money spent in local shops and time using local amenities, such as 
Holmfirth Library.  Furthermore, I consider that your scheme doesn't adequately cater for the needs 
of Nabb School's children, pedestrians and cyclists, especially with regard to their safety.  While I 
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realise that you have been provided with a pot of money which you can only spend on such a plan 
as the one you have proposed, this doesn't mean that you actually have to spend the money - you 
could reassess the situation in the light of  residents' comments and decide not to implement your 
proposal; indeed, it is often the 'bigger thing' to say that you got it wrong!  Talking to many of my 
neighbours and other friends/family who reside in Holmfirth, I haven't yet spoken to anyone who is 
in favour of the proposed development, which is reassuring. However, as I am probably a cynic, I 
wouldn't be surprised if the planners didn't take the views of local residents, such as myself, into 
account - I sincerely hope that I am wrong and that you listen very carefully.  Thank you. 

Hollowgate is part of the character of Holmfirth and it will be spoilt by building a new road. Local 
business will be affected by the building work and people will not be able to get to the local shops in 
Hollowgate.  This section of Holmfirth is used for the food festival and the folk festival and parade.  

I can see some aspects of the plans, such as the proposed mini roundabout at the bottom of 
Dunford road, and relocating pedestrian crossings away from the junction, improving congestion. 
Other aspects, such as construction of the new bridge and road it will carry seem poorly though 
out, and could make the town uglier, add congestion along Hollowgate, and see the current Market 
Hall disappear. 

Possible gridlock at the new roundabout 

They are too radical and expensive! Try to discourage heavy duty lorries driving through Holmfirth. 
Lose one of the zebra crossings and make Victoria Street no parking!  

Additional options need to be proposed as this would kill the businesses in the area. 

I am not convinced that a one-way system would improve traffic flow and congestion, since traffic 
from Rotcher, Cartworth and Cemetry Road would have to circumnavigate the whole one way 
system to get out of the town up Dunford Road, a main artuary out of the town. 
It is important for us to keep the market and this proposal appears to, under section 10, remove it 
altogether with the council not even taking responsibility for finding a suitable venue. Passing on 
this responsibility to others is in my view is disgraceful.  
Since we are still in a period of austerity, (or so we keep being told) why is the low cost option not 
the Councils first choice? Whether you will be getting assistance from central government with the 
mid cost option or not, the public would like to see money spent on the basis of what we are being 
told. Not wasted on a gamble that may not solve the problem. 

I think these improvements are not needed and will spoil our town, this is a lovely thriving town with 
great character, stop trying to turn it into a concrete abomination as has happened to so many 
towns in Kirklees.  The council ruined Heckmondwike that’s why we moved from there! 

The plan has not taken into consideration the benefits of the residents at all. The questionaire is 
very biased as it only speaks about ‘travelling through’ Holmfirth not into Holmfirth. The planners 
haven’t even realised that there is a school at the top of the road which makes the plans massively 
dangerous for the children getting to and from school. It is only going to attract more traffic as it 
makes it one large road junction and doesn’t provide anymore parking as it is reducing the limited 
amount we currently have especially down Hollowgate which is already incredibly narrow.  

I don't see ANY of this as being an improvement & much will make things worse rather than better 
for local residents & businesses. I am both (can't tick this on the form) having lived & worked in the 
valley for 32yrs running one of the local [redacted] 
1. Rotcher is a steep difficult road with large amounts of traffic at both ends of the school day both 
car & pedestrian. The junction at the bottom is already difficult & once ALL the traffic coming down 
Station Rd & Dunford Rd are directed down Hollowgate the situation will be worse AND 
considerably more dangerous for the school kids, who should be encouraged to walk not feel they 
aren't safe hence their parents use cars even more. 
2. Hollowgate has a number of businesses that open directly onto the road & the pavement 
particularly at the bottom of Rotcher is narrow & will be impossible to alter much. There will be far 
more trafice going down Hollowgate than now & this will inevitably affect the businesses as well as 
the whole feel of the area which is unique & a major attraction. 
3. The new bridge means loosing a significant area of potential public space in the middle of the 
village. Whether or not it remains a market, once it is a road it's lost to the local community forever. 
This is also relevant to the staging of the various festivals in Holmfirth: Food & Drink, The Arts 
Festival, The Festival of Folk etc.. These are hugely popular locally bringing the community 
together & bringing tourists in as well. 
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4. The aim of this scheme seems to be to cut by 3-4mins, ONLY at peak times of the day, journeys 
through the village mainly by commuters who don't live here. If this has any effect it's going to pull 
yet more traffic through the middle of our "Conservation Area" & have nothing other than a negative 
effect on those of us who live & work here. 
5. A far more positive solution for local people, AND much cheaper would be to ban HGVs through 
the Conservation Area & do something to sort illegal parking and create some more legal parking to 
improve access to local businesses. 

A very bad idea 

I believe a better solution would be to demolish the old Lodges building beside the bus station in 
Holmfirth and build a new road bridge there.  This would mean all traffic would flow through this 
point, so Hollowgate would only be for local access to Lower Mill Lane and Victoria Street could be 
pedestrianised.  The current market building on Hollowgate could be sold for redevelopment and 
the Sainsbury local and pharmacy could be relocated there. 

A better solution would be to have a road bridge from Holmfirth bus station to Huddersfield Road.  I 
do realise that this would increase the traffic noise outside my shop premises but there is already a 
constant flow of traffic so it wouldn't be any worse for premises on Huddersfield Road.  You could 
then make Hollowgate for local access only and make Victoria Street pedestrianised.  This would 
make the centre of Holmfirth safer for pedestrians and so improve footfall to the town.   

See above comments. 

Please see above.  
 
Please don’t ruin our home. 

I live in the middle of Holmfirth and don’t see how the plans do anything other than make Holmfirth 
a road through for commuters. I commute to and from Manchester. Every day and have no issues, 
it seems excessive damage to the town for minor traffic improvements. 

Your proposal would have a lasting profound impact on HOLMFIRTH! The likes of Tom Tom would 
see Holmfirth as a quicker route and increase the traffic entering. Hollowgate simply can’t t take 
what you propose! Please see sense and don’t be as arrogant as have your heads in the sand ! 
And listen to the people that pay towards your wages!  

Holmfirth should not be changed to improve vehicle movements and thereby increase and 
encourage more vehicle access/ thoroughfare traffic, increase pedestrian and cyclist danger, as 
well as increase harmful emissions. The reverse should be considered i.e. pedestrian only zones 
should be increased with only essential vehicle access granted. The heritage of Holmfirth should be 
preserved at all costs; to continue to ensure that Holmfirth continues to hosts the parades and 
festivals and provide a go-to destination for residents and visitors alike. NO to the bridge and all 
proposed road developments! 

If the plan is to move to electric cars, please consider providing ample electric car charging points. 
Consider pulling down the market hall to create a large car park to serve visitors and commuters 
working in the town.  Provide access to the river bank from the car park for green space. 
Create a large green park where the bus station is.  Relocate the bus station near Holmfirth High 
School to serve both the high school and local residents.  Replace large double decker buses with 
a network of frequent electric minibuses serving the Holme Valley reaching all remote dwellings 
and estates, with frequent stops.  Encourage local residents to use the minibuses for travel to 
Holmfirth and school children, of all ages, to travel to and from school. Double decker busses will 
access the bus station from the larger towns, Huddersfield, Wakefield, Meltham, Penistone etc as 
they do now. 
All on road parking should be short stay only - for deliveries, on call doctor visits, home care visits.  
A solution needs to be found for those who own a car and do not have a private drive, grants to 
develop their land creating a parking space, hire of space in a car park - if the minibus scheme is 
implemented correctly residents shouldn't need a car to travel locally around the valley, maybe one 
car per household will be sufficient. 

These proposed improvements seem very expensive and will do litlle to improve traffic flow, but will 
completely change the appearance and nature of Hollowgate which is central to all of the local 
activities and festivals that take place in Holmfirth.  This money would be far better spent on 
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repairing the existing roads which are in a dreadful state of disrepair and do not say anything good 
about our town to visitors and tourists who come here. 

These proposals would decimate Holmfirth and cut the village into 3 zones. Hollowgate is not wide 
enough to safely accommodate heavy vehicles and the shops currently located there would face 
severe trading difficulties with all traffic diverted doen this narrow road.  
Hollowgate is also used on many occasions for events and necessitates road closures to ensure 
the safety of those attending. These important and well attended events including folk festivals and 
food markets would be lost if these proposals are initiated. 
 these proposals are in my view as a resident of nearly 70 years as totally unacceptable and would 
create a split centre driving more retail traders  out.   

Is there no way that some action can be taken to discourage the commuting traffic that use 
Holmfirth as a short cut? 

I will repeat my previous comments. These proposals will kill Holmfirth with cars. Holmfirth needs 
pedestrians. No pedestrians? No people spending money. Pull the cars away from Holmfirth via 
BRIDGE LANE !! Bridge Lane could take the brunt of the Station Road traffic in both directions. I 
live on Dunford Road. When I go to work I need to head towards Honley on Huddersfield Road. 
Therefore when I get to the bottom of Dunford Road I turn left and go round the back of Coop via 
Bridge Lane. THUS EVEN I CAN AVOID VICTORIA STREET! BRIDGE LANE! 

Proposed improvements seem to have been completed to someone who has not even visited our 
beautiful village! They are barbaric! 

Increasing traffic flow through Holmfirth only helps commuters travelling through the town, NOT 
local residents. It will increase the volume of cars and pollution, noise etc. which would be a definite 
negative rather than an improvement.  
It will make it more difficult and dangerous for pedestrians and tourists to the Town to go about on 
foot, and browse the local shops. Therefore the changes will be detrimental to local businesses. 
We should be trying to preserve the historic nature of Holmfirth, instead of encouraging through-
traffic. 

This proposal will destroy the character and viability of Holmfirth centre for both residents and 
visitors. It prioritises cars over people and will increase pollution at a time when environmental 
issues need urgent priority. It threatens an already fragile local economy and local businesses - 
who would shop or visit during the proposed works? It would constitute a serious danger to children 
going to and leaving Nab School. It would make Festivals - an important element in promoting 
Holmfirth - extremely difficult, with the loss of Hollowgate and the Market Hall as venues, while 
Hollowgate itself is one of the most historically significant areas in the valley. 

This proposal would irretrievably damage Holmfirth. There is a congestion problem at certain times 
of the day, but this is not the solution to it. It prioritises cars over people at a time when 
environmental and pollution issues should be urgent priorities. It will certainly increase traffic 
through the centre. It would seriously damage Hollowgate, which is one of the most historically 
significant areas in the  valley, and part of the conservation area. It would also eliminate Hollowgate 
and the Market Hall as venues for the various festivals, which are central to promoting Holmfirth. It 
would definitely threaten an already fragile local economy, for who would visit or shop here during 
the disruption of the construction work, and local businesses would not survive. We need far more 
imaginative vision to create an environment that looks to the future. 

I disagree with these proposals because: 
-They affect the residents near Hollowgate and those who require access to Holmfirth Junior and 
Infant school (pedestrians and drivers). 
-They run the risk of increasing traffic to the area while reducing the appeal of the area. Holmfirth 
does not benefit by becoming yet another commuter town. 

It is commendable that something is being attempted to improve the congestion, but given the 
geography of the town there can be no wholly satisfactory solution. If money were no object a 
bypass from somewhere up near the Ford Inn cutting down to Huddersfield Road somewhere 
beyond the town centre, with a link up to New Mill Road, would probably help to keep a lot of heavy 
vehicles out of the town!! Possibly very unrealistic, though! 

The problem is the volume of traffic which uses this as a route to Manchester. This will not solve 
that major issue. We should be trying to make it more difficult for wagons to use this route rather 
than easier. We need to preserve the history and heritage of our small town. 
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Your plan is short-sighted and foolish. As a council, you have created the traffic problem in 
Holmfirth by approving housing developments in places with poor road access. People objected at 
the time but you ignored them and now their predications are shown to be correct. Yet building 
more roads in the manner you outline can only offer temporary relief (if at all) from the traffic issues 
you have caused at the cost of destroying what is left of an historic town which remains a draw for 
tourists to Kirklees.  
 
Your plan is supposed to be an answer to traffic problems in a town but it will damage the town, 
make it a worse place to live and lead to more traffic.     
 
 - Hollowgate is a vital part of Holmfirth's character and appeal as well as the venue for the festivals 
which take place throughout the year. By attacking this area, your plan will kill the town's appeal.  
- Your plan destroys the market hall building. 
- Your plan puts the needs of cars above the needs of pedestrians and cyclists in a town centre. 
Wake up! It's the 21st century.  
- New roads almost always lead to more traffic.  
 
Please halt this proposal and look at more modern, sensible and cheaper approaches which put 
the future of Holmfirth as a town at the heart rather than treating it as an inconvenient obstacle for 
drivers on their way to somewhere else.   

Turning the middle of Holmfirth into a big roundabout will increase the amount of traffic. The 
opposite of the intended outcome! 

see above for negative impact of these proposals  

Ridiculous improvements that destroy a village for a few seconds off traffic. And 4.7 million??? How 
about fix the potholes.  

As soon as the works begin the whole of the shops etc will be affected, and trade will deteriorate. 
We don’t need more traffic and higher speeds, pedestrians will be at risk. It will certainly take the 
pleasure out of strolling around our lovely individual shops. 

Divide Holmfirth into two with constant traffic if one way on victoria street. No one will stop. Will 
loose much loved market with no new proposal? In this day and age where we are trying to reduce 
traffic and travelling you are going to increase it through Holmfirth and stop locals popping to shops 
and end up going further afield to avoid Holmfirth run through of huge lorry’s that can’t get up 
dunford road anyway, that’s where the traffic problems occur stopping traffic for half an hour at a 
time because they can’t get past. 

Complete waste of money and loses the character of the town. Will then lose the tourists which will 
then kill the town.! 

These proposals are a travesty, The 4.7 million cost would be better spent providing better facilities 
for the elderly & social opportunities for the children & youth who populate Holmfirth. We need 
people to make more use of buses but with many routes to neighbouring villages being cut this is 
cutting off the lifeline for so many elderly. Please reconsider closing the market, destroying the 
history of the town. It is the beauty and serenity of Holmfirth, which enticed us to move up here 
from Northamptonshire. Seriously, if you think Holmfirth is congested take a look at London, Leeds 
or Manchester. The residents neither want or back this scheme, the traders do not back it. There is 
no benefit to the character of the village. Please listen to the community and we implore you not to 
go ahead with the so called Access Plan - we say NO to the bridge, 

The town will become a constant stream of traffic rather than somewhere cars are able to stop and 
enjoy whats on offer in the town  
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As residents of Holmfirth for almost 35 years, we are very well aware of the steady and continued 
increase in the volume of traffic through the town.  It is clear that there icould be a need for 
something to be done to ease or reduce the flow of heavy traffic.   Rather than change the whole 
being of the town centre, could changing the traffic light sequence be adjusted. Sometimes the 
lights at the junction of Victoria Steet and Huddersfield Road only allow 3 or 4 vehicles through and 
others 12 or 15 which either helps or hinders the flow of traffic.  
 
Using Victoria Street on a daily basis, the 2 pedestrian crossings can be difficult to navigate with 
vehicles obstructing your view , especially when travelling downwards.  It is necessary to slow 
down or stop to see if any pedestrians are crossing from behind vehicles waiting at the lights.  For 
vehicles approaching the town from Dunford Road, the pedestrian crossing by the charity shop also 
prevents the flow of traffic  with no vehicles going through the lights whilst others wait for 
pedestrians to cross.  Would pedestrian crossing lights alleviate this problem so that pedestrians 
could cross in measured way rather than in the present haphazard way which certainly has a 
considerable impact on the free flow of traffic.   
 
The possibility of putting weight restrictions on the heavy goods vehicles who use Holmfirth as 'rat 
run' from the motorway network, using roads which are probably unsuitable, on many levels,  for 
such large vehicles to be travelling on, would certainly be something to be considered.  There are 
routes that could be used as alternative to Greenfield Road and Dunford Road which would be 
more suitable and avoid many wagons travellling through Holmfirth at all, thereby reducing the 
volume of traffic quite considerably. 
 
The idea of reducing the amount of traffic through the town seems to me better than making it 
possible for even more traffic to move quickly, turning a lovely market town into a more convenient 
thoroughfare. 

The 'improvements' wdon't take into account the safety of the children and parents going to 7 fro 
from Holmfirth junior & infant School.  There is no provision at the bottom of Rotcher Rd for them.   
Also, the disruption to the businesses of Holmfirth will be catastrophic.  We CANNOT afford for this 
to happen. The flow of traffic won't be improved at ll, as they will still back up Station rd, Dunford 
Rd and Upperbridge when a large vehicle is trying to negotiate the tight turns and parked cars.  

Taking away the main historic area of the village (Hollowgate) and the feature that it provides for 
Holmfirth's many festival weekends, would negatively impact both the feel and character of the 
village. 

If the traffic lights on Huddersfield Road were set properly, traffic would flow better and if there was 
only one crossing in Victoria Street halfway down it would enable traffic to move more quickly when 
the lights are green. 

Improving parking would be good, enforcing existing parking restrictions would go a long way to 
easing congestion when it does occur. Congestion in my experience over the last 30years is  
caused either by excess HGVs or when there is an issue on other roads which causes abnormal 
traffic flow through Holmfirth. Sorting these issues would reduce it but mainly its not a massive 
problem anyway. Destroying the market is a devastating part of these plans and goes against 
everything we should be working towards in the 21st century: local providers, local shopping ; 
green credentials etc. The other major catastrophe would be the loss of opportunity to hold festivals 
etc on Hollowgate. This would have a negative impact on the community, business and tourism. I 
raised these issues in an email after one of the engagement events as none present was able to 
give a satisfactory answer but two days now from close of lay I still have no response. You invited 
questions by email but haven't even acknowledged them. This may be an engagement but it isn't a 
consultation and smacks of a 'done  deal' The people of Holmfirth resisted Tesco on the grounds of 
retaining the character of Holmfirth and are standing by to resist this. I haven't spoken to one 
person, literally, who thinks it is a good idea and have spoken to many who will be prepared to lie 
down in front of bulldozers. We don't  need it or want it. 

Reconsider the high cost intervention scheme.  I watch/walk/drive Holmfirth EVERY day; a pre-
Holmfirth centre link from station road - Huddersfield Road is the ONLY plan that will satisfy both 
commuters and residents/pedestrians.  A pedestrianised center is attainable with my design.  It 
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also connects Norridge bottom and stable court with a passage under the new road through 
existing lodges. 

Don't do it a complete waste of time, energy and money.  We need money for other projects not 
this absolutely a waste of time.  No joined up thinking taking place.  All these states being built with 
no consideration of the roads.  Can't walk around as no pavements and cars having priority. 

Will reduce pedestrian access to shops with possible “ghost town” created 

Like the improvements for pedestrians. 
Like roundabout at bottom of Victoria Street, this is a very confusing and difficult junction at 
present. 
Like new position for pedestrian crossing on Town Gate. 

Environment will be destroyed not improved; no green credentials seem to have been considered. 
Loss of market utterly detrimental to locals, no apparent interest in re-siting. 
Enforcing current parking restrictions would be useful as might a 20 mph speed limit. 
the worst part of pavement, outside Charlesworth's, will be subject to increased traffic flow past it 
and proposal of improving pavement on Victoria Street is the least necessary in the village. 

- Put pedestrians first: - 20MPH limit - residents parking - form river pedestrian walkways 
- Protect Hollowgate 

Nothing specific 

Please make sure you factor in all the consequential loss to all Holmfirth business - during and, if 
require, after the development.  Please don't be almost fraudulent in selling this as good for locals.  
There is no money to generally improve Holmfirth - only money from development agencies 
wanting to grow the Northern economy and use us as a through route across the pennines. 

NABB school needs to be relocated to the swimming/gym.  Crossings need to be moved. These 
two items cause disruption to traffic flows. 

The sequence of traffic lights - top of Victoria St - needs looking at.  Traffic from Holmebridge 
seems to have big advantage over Dunford Road/South Lane traffic.  Sometimes only 3 cars get 
through. 

1. Deal with on- road parking in Victoria St. 
2. Move the P.O sorting office out of the centre and create additional parking in the centre. 
3. Why has this not been compelled to create more parking, with electric park & ride in to the 
centre, with charging facilities - we should be thing creatively and radically to reduce car use and 
promote electric vehicles.  Holmfirth needs to develop its identity as a destination for walkers, 
cyclists, historians etc. - this would negate that objective. 

Clearly not being done for locals. Evidenced by involvement of Northern Powerhouse and other 
regional economic development agencies. Council being disreputable to sell development as 'for 
benefit of local  community,. 
It is designed for, and if completed will, increase volume of heavier through traffic, increase speed 
of through traffic, destroy 'visitor attraction' status and associated businesses.  
Development agencies should not try to open up or facilitate cross Penine 'rat run' on the cheap. 
They should invest properly on rail links to get heavy traffic off the roads and otherwise improve 
existing road links. This will cost more - but do not try to use Holmfirth as a cheap improvement to 
enhance big business requirements. 

Traffic flows easier when the lights on Victoria Street are not working.  Roundabout bottom 
Dumford Road too tight for 18 metre LGV's.  Consider weight limit through Holmfirth for LGV's not 
delivering in town. 

I do not see the plan as an improvement but a detriment to business, pedestrians, tourists and local 
local motorists as it will destroy many businesses by encouraging many more of the large 
articulated wagons which already cause most of the problems. It will still leave two major traffic 
pinch points on Station Road and Dunford Road. The market hall should be better utilised, open six 
days per week, lower rents and rates to encourage use.  

Introduction of river footpath / cycleway the length of the town with access at different points. The 
whole of Holmfirth should be a 20 mph zone.  The reduced parking will need to be mitigated; the 
opportunities to stop briefly and pop into a shop are being considerably reduced. 
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It will make parts of Holmfirth difficult to access as a pedestrian therefore will lead to lack of footfall 
causing Holmfirth businesses to close.  Local people will have to shop elsewhere.  Parking will be 
reduced for short term shopping unless you are prepared to walk a fairway for a couple of items. 

The majority of  proposals seem to seek to facilitate through traffic as opposed to improving the 
town centre for its residents.I think the proposed mini roundabout at the Victoria st/ Dunford Rd 
junction would be too small for the volume of traffic-lights would assist motorists and pedestrians 
especially the schoolchildren who cross there to reach the bus station.Re  the Hollowgate proposal 
how would large vehicles make the left turn without   widening the A6024 ? and what about 
pedestrians crossing here if there is no provision for lights? These are just some of  the concerns 
regarding these proposals as someone who lives here and uses Holmfirth as motorist, pedestrian 
and on public transport. 

As per above, junctions and crossing points controlled by traffic lights.  Realise this may not be a 
solution to avoid blockages/bottlenecks.  
- Re-routing lorrys that pass through via another route so don't go via Victoria St. 
Larger parking areas on the outer limits of the centre so people don't have to drive through the 
centre to park. 
- The discounted option seems like only real solution - not sure why ts been included if it can't be 
considered. 

Too much parking on all the main entry routes into the centre.  For example, Dunford Rd has 
become a permanent car park restricting all traffic to half of the road.  More double yellow lines. 

For traffic coming on to the new proposed bridge over the river from Hollowgate, serious 
consideration needs to be made to provide traffic lights at the exit on to Huddersfield Rd, thereby 
allowing the free flow of traffic for the most part. 

No access to Victoria St, only loading. 

How are you going to deal with the cars that are directed down Woodhead road by stopping the 
right hand turn at Hollowgate? Where are these cars going to turn around to get back into HF? 

Think these plans will have a detrimental effect on businesses especially ones on Hollowgate.  
Holmfirth has some unique small shops/businesses and feel these will be destroyed by these 
plans. 

I also have doubts about the budget of £4.7 million. I think it will end up costing more. 

The proposals stand to irreparable destroy the unique character of this Market ''Village'' 
which  would better benefit a complete retail re think .     

Most people shop in Holmfirth on foot, and park in the pioneer.  There are a lot of small 
independent shops on Hollowgate and I believe they will be impacted adversely if additional traffic 
is brought through to a new bridge because pedestrians will not want to walk in that area with more 
traffic. 

The two zebra crossings in centre are very dangerous as a pedestrian as drivers hae to negotiate 
heavy traffic and people from all sides. 

Childrens safety, congestion from traffic, pollution from traffic.  Tourism will suffer.  Rat-run on 
Hollowgate.  businesses will suffer.  Unless you deal with the state of roads leading into Holmfirth 
they will get even worse.  Stop building more houses in the valley adding to the problem. 

Consideration of reinstating pedestrian crossing at Victoria St/ Huddersfield Road junction to 2-arm.  
Congestion became worse when it was made 3-arm around 8 years ago.  No nee for it to be 2-arm.  
Consideration of HGVs down Hollowgate causing severance.  Consideration of access to Rotcher 
Road to the only primary school in Holmfirth.  Re-consideration of link road to the west despite 
higher cost.  Would prefer no scheme ( except 2-arm pedestrian crossing described above) than 
Kirklees preferred scheme. 

When the bridge on Victoria Street was being strengthened some years ago there was a weight 
limit restriction imposed and very large lorries were redirected.  I feel there should be a similar 
consideration to ban such vehicles from the centre of Holmfirth. 

Forget all plans - just turn traffic lights off - cause of congestion - will ruin Holmfirth for us residents 
- oh be better for the tourist that everything is planned around. 
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- Try changing/modify the traffic light sequences to cope with variation in traffic flows. 
- Do not wreck the middle of Holmfirth for a traffic system which will just encourage more traffic.  
- Where are the traffic wardens to control on street and on pavement parking? 
- 20mph speed limit throughout central Holmfirth 
- Speed bumps in Hollowgate (like Newsome) 
 - Better drainage 
- Fewer puddles 

As above - yours is the same question worded a slightly different way. 

Feel this scheme is because the money will only cover so much instead of a bigger plan (not well 
displayed) which would actually make a difference. 

Give other ideas a trial before spending waste money and do it right. 

1 and 2 as above, especially point 2 

You've already made up the alterations so see what its like afterwards. 

Let public use Green Cross Code as road is not to stroll across 

Holmfirth Infant and Junior School is only accessed via Rotcher.  Have you taken this into 
consideration? 

How steep will the new link road be from Hollowgate through the market hall? Will there be traffic 
control at the top or will traffic wanting to turn right queue back in to Hollowgate causing 
congestion? 
Where will the new market be? It's a poor attempt at a market during the week, but for special 
events like the Food Fair it is amazing.  What will happen to traffic flow for events like the Folk 
Festival when Hollowgate is closed? These events are important for the economy. 

Dunford Road is a very good example.  This road is misused everyday and used as a diversion into 
Holmfirth. The road is not suitable for this type of traffic so you should be looking to take traffic 
away from Holmfirth not create a bottleneck. 

Ban HGVs permanent. The pedestrian crossings at the bottom of Victoria St are dangerous. Take 
away the silly road obstruction for HGVs left turn at the top of Victoria St. Ban all parking on Victoria 
St, including disabled. The pavements are wide enough. Stop HGVs at the roundabout, make the 
Woodhead Rd the only one available. If this is blocked, the M1/M62 corridor should be used. 

Please see my comments above. I do not wish you to proceed with this scheme. 

These so called improvements are not required and will not improve anything. They will only lead to 
more traffic in our town travelling faster. Please spend your money elsewhere where it is needed. 

Some relatively inexpensive improvements: 
1. A pedestrian crossing on Hollowgate at the bottom of Rotcher 
2. A 20mph speed limit on all roads in the central area 
3. Speed bumps to enforce the speed restriction, serious ones rather than the present token 
gesture (c.London style) 
4. Completely stop-off with bollards the junction from the Upper Bridge to Huddersfield Road. 
Access to New Fold via the S.W. end of Hollowgate. 

How can this help Holmfirth if you shut the market hall less people will come into Holmfirth to shop. 
What will happen to the folk and food festivals that bring in lots of business. Both these events 
need Hollowgate to survive if this scheme goes ahead you can say bye bye to these so I say again 
what help is this to Holmfirth! 

Try turning off the traffic lights for 2 days and survey the flow. Also assess the effect the 2 zebra 
crossing are affecting the flow. 

I am very concerned about the impact on parents and children attending Holmfirth J&I the access 
to Rotcher is already difficult. Making traffic go round a roundabout near this area will not help. 
We don't need to loose the market and generate a 'cafe' culture. Make better use of the market, 
encourage small businesses and events. 

Hollowgate - narrow for the increasingly large lorries using Holmfirth 
Hollowgate - business access for customers 
Lorries turning left/right onto main road from intended new road (market hall) 
Where will Thurs/Sat market be re-sited 



 

279 | P a g e  
 

See option to put road through old lodges shop on bridge, leave Hollowgate alone 
Roundabout at Dunford Road will slow things down. 
Don't isolate the shops in the middle 
Control traffic parking on Victoria Street 
Little changes - big improvements. 

I think most of the preferred options would be detrimental to Holmfirth town centre both for 
businesses and residents. They would completely destroy the character of Hollowgate and create 
more traffic problems. The changes would seriously affect the residents living on Lower Mill Lane 
as well as businesses both on Hollowgate and Huddersfield road. Parking areas should not be 
taken away as a number of parking spaces have already been removed creating a shortfall. Traffic 
generally flows better when the lights stop working. The mini roundabout is possibly the only 
change which may help. 

I strongly disagree with most of the preferred options as these would be damaging for businesses 
and residents. They would spoil the character of Hollowgate and create more traffic problems. 
Hollowgate needs to remain open for 2 way traffic for the sake of the residents living on Lower Mill 
Lane. The changes would also adversely affect businesses both on Hollowgate and Huddersfield 
road. Parking is already at a premium as a number of parking spaces have already been removed 
(next to Longleys and in the post office car park) so no more car parking spaces should be 
removed. Traffic seems to flows better when the lights stop working. 

Increase parking where possible  

I feel further review is needed as a more a more appropriate solution to be found.  

I believe that these proposals would encourage more heavy traffic to pass through Holmfirth.Surely 
in a town like Holmfirth which is notable for its heritage and is a significant tourist destination  any 
proposals for traffic management should be sympathetic to this. This development would actively 
degrade heritage and tourist access. 
 
Holmfirth has no real traffic problems this development would be a waste of money. I'm sure that 
there are areas which would benefit from this funding. 

The proposed ‘improvements’ would have an extremely negative effect on the town. Hollowgate 
businesses would suffer, festivals would be unable to use the space & a far more serious  issue 
would be the safety of children who attend Holmfirth Junior School who walk up Rotcher. The 
scheme focuses solely on the central area of the town - all the approach roads have pinch points & 
narrow sections due to parked cars etc ( by Ashley Jackson’s & Dunford Rd ). Our town attracts 
many people on day trips & linger holidays. They enjoy its historic character & variety of shops. 
Visitors will be driven away during construction. The festivals bring in revenue for local businesses - 
their future will be under threat. This scheme will be a disaster on every front. 

They are not improvements, utilise the money to improve the road surface and markings, make 
alterations to pinch points reduce on street car parking stop HGV access through the centre. 
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I am disappointed that the option put forward is one that concentrates on moving traffic through 
Holmfirth more quickly and I do not support the proposed plan. While not in favour of doing nothing 
at all, in the short term I would prefer to see steps taken to enforce the current 
waiting/loading/parking restrictions on the roads in Holmfirth as vehicles parked/unloading are a 
frequent cause of delays in the area of the traffic lights. The change to the traffic light sequence 
implemented a few years ago has made delays worse and should be reviewed. In the longer term I 
would like to see a scheme that focusses on moving traffic away from Holmfirth Town Centre and 
encouraging people out of their cars for at least some of their journeys. I realise this longer-term 
scheme is a far greater undertaking, but the environmental cost of our continued reliance on cars 
and diesel buses for transport in the Holme Valley is unsustainable. I realise that the steps 
mentioned below are not totally in the gift of the Council, but I would like to see the Council working 
with partners to develop an environmentally sustainable travel strategy for the Holme Valley. 
Steps that I would like to see considered to help reduce the traffic travelling through Holmfirth 
include: 
Reduce heavy vehicles and cars using Holmfirth as a route from the M1 to the M60 by lobbying for 
the removal of the bottle necks on the route from the M1 via the A628 to the M67. 
 
Improve junctions from Holme Valley roads to the A628 so that traffic from southern area can use it 
as the route to Manchester and points west, rather than using Dunford Road and the A365.  
 
Consider a new link road between New Mill Road and Huddersfield Road, so traffic is diverted 
before it reaches the town centre.   
 
Increase the use of public transport. A scheme to link the Holme Valley to the Huddersfield-
Sheffield rail line, together with expansion of services on that line. Could the line be converted to a 
tram?  
 
Thank you for considering my comments. I do not underestimate the challenge facing the Council 
in the matter, but please do not spend several million pounds destroying our Town Centre and 
further privileging traffic over people in Holmfirth.  

Please see comments above.  

See above 

Too much impact upon the visuals and also will impact upon increased use of traffic going therough 
Holmfirth 

There is rarely congestion in holmfirth. Proposed improvements are trying to solve an issue that 
isn't really there. Hollowgate is very narrow & a constant flow of traffic will increase risk of injury to 
pedestrians due to narrow pavements & crossing road. Primary school children walk out from 
rotcher road across hollowgate & there will be increased risk to children due to constant traffic flow. 
Scheme also creates an issue for cars coming out of rotcher road.  

Dedicating a section of Hollowgate to heavy traffic flow will mean the end of the Festival of Folk and 
probably the Food Festival. Hollowgate is currently one of the few streets in Holmfirth that is 
pleasant to walk along as it is lightly trafficed - this scheme will end that. 

You will spoil Holmfirth  the focus should be on making it a nice town, not a traffic junction  
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If a new road has to be built, then more thought needs to be put into the route. The present 
proposal makes the centre of the village into a roundabout and basically ruins the whole place. 
There is another proposal on the table, which makes a lot more sense. 
 
This road makes Victoria Street into a pedestrian precinct, Hollow Gate into more of an access 
road, and takes the main route to a right turn out of Dunford Road and runs in front of the present 
Post Office. The Old Lodge’s building, which now holds Sainsburys and a chemist, would have to 
be pulled down but it won the ‘Worst Building in Britain’ competition a few years ago and most 
people think it should never have been allowed to be built.  
 
There is always going to be a problem entering and leaving Rotcher Road, especially with the 
proposed plan, but with this new one there shouldn’t be such a problem as most traffic will be going 
from Dunford Road into Station Road (and visa versa) and not down Victoria Street. It would be 
much better for pedestrians, takes into consideration that there is a school up Rotcher, would allow 
the festivals to continue using outside space in Hollowgate and ease congestion in the centre, 
leaving the old buildings, which surely should be preserved in this day and age. 
 
Now people are just starting to think about traffic problems in Holmfirth, we need to decide on a 
better long-term solution. If that means agreeing to a change but waiting until that change can be 
implemented then let’s take our time and get it right. 

Object strongly to the changes...in particular the proposed changes to Hollowgate...very damaging 
to that very unique and popular area of the town. 

Will disrupt local businesses and may lead to their closure. We support local businesses and the 
quaintness of our village. Town Planning should reflect the fact we want to keep our village as it is.  

They look like they have. Even drawn up by someone who doesn't know Holmfirth at all, really don't 
know how councillors think it's a good idea, spoiling town centre, and would likely cause rather road 
to be impossible.  Demolish Sainsbury's building and post office, both modern buildings and out a 
road there if you need to. Biggest improvement that could be made to ease congestion is to remove 
the zebra crossing at bottom of Victoria street, this causes traffic to stop flowing through the centre 
more than any other crossing, there's a pedestrian crossing just 50 yes at top of street and a further 
zebra crossing outside Kayes shop 

I strongly oppose the destruction of our beautiful town.  We should be encouraging more 
businesses to increase visitors and providing more free parking.  The market hall is undoubtedly an 
eyesore but could be better utilised.  It has been suggested to move the library into the top floor to 
make it more accessible for the disabled and parents with pushchairs. 

leave our beautiful town centre as it is - we do not want it to become a bypass.  stop HGVs  from 
coming through.  Leave Hollowgate for the use by the people for the people of Holmfirth and all the 
tourism that is created by the food and folk festivals 

Not ideal but can't see many alternatives.   

I see no benefits to the proposed improvements, the problems are moves to other areas such as 
turning right at the Huddersfield Road exit if the proposed bridge. Heavy traffic at the bottom of 
Rotcher is a danger to children attending Holmfirth J&I school. 

It will ruin holmfirth as we know not and make hollowgate highly dangerous 

I think the proposal will mean more heavy vehicles travelling through the centre of Holmfirth and not 
improve experience for pedestrians, cyclists, dog walkers, people with proms.  

The plans for Hollowgate contradict your aims ie1. This will make it LESS attractive to events 
organisers 2. Making this the major thoroughfare for heavy/large vehicles and cars will compromise 
the safety of pedestrians, especially children using Rotcher to get to Holmfirth JIN school. 3. In the 
absence of height/weight restrictions vehicles will still be able to progress across the bridge (near 
Elephant and Castle); they regularly demolish the current bollard and sometimes get wholly stuck. I 
will try and attach photos.Fewer business premises in Holmfirth are empty than elsewhere. 
However, many business owners believe the inevitable disruption during the build phase poses a 
significant risk in terms of footfall. Interestingly the Councillor at the consultation refused to even 
consider ideas such as provision of multi storey car park at Sands plus 'Park and Ride'. I believe 
we should be prioritising pedestrians, disabled/cyclists and looking at an area much larger than that 
covered by the plan. 
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The amount of traffic using Hollowgate will be a huge problem for such a narrow road 

Over the years I've noticed that congestion completely dissapears when the traffic lights are out of 
action . Maybe looking at better phasing of the lights, stopping the endless stream of illegal parkers 
who all think they have a valid reason for parking on pavements and double yellow lines may help 
too .How about making vehicles use the car parks in Holmfirth  ? Some vehicles look like they've 
been abandoned . Having 2 zebra crossings so close together is also a bad idea and also 
somewhat of a safety issue . 

Hollowgate currently has road signs to discourage large vehicles; these have little/no effect. Such 
vehicles damage the fabric of roads and particularly the bridge at the junction with Woodhead Rd. 
We need to look at a wider area and plan to improve the area for residents and visitors. Remove 
parking spaces in Victoria St except 2 disabled. ENFORCE parking restrictions; many park illegally, 
causing problems. Improve the phasing of the lights. Create off street disabled spaces in disused 
Kirklees space near BLOC cafe. Consider out-of-village Park and Ride. 

As a resident, former business owner in the centre of the village & currently running music classes 
[redacted]....it seems to me that the plans have not been careffully thought though and have not 
taken into consideration all affected. In my opinion they are soley about 'easing the impact of the 
congestion on journey times'...for people passing through Holmfirth! The plans will not improve 
Holmfirth for the people who spend most of their time there.It will make the centre a danger to 
pedestrians and for children trying to walk to/from school to Nabb School and the Holmfirth High 
School.The plans will be at a great cost to the businesses and pedestrians in the centre. A vast 
proportion of traffic comes from large trucks and through traffic. Rather this propsed plan makes it 
easier for those roaring trucks, cars (and at weekends in summer large groups of motorcycles) to 
tear through the centre at speed. The proposal that this so called 'improvement' will help 
businesses and locals is far from the truth. Holmfirth centre will become a noisy, loud, busy 
roundabout for fast moving traffic. I would propose that Hollowgate as one of Holmfirth's quirkiest 
streets is ideal for a pedestrianising. This would really support local businesses and the many 
thriving festivals which Holmfirth hosts each year and bring hundreds of people from outside of 
Holmfirth and which helps boost the local economy, not least improving the centre for the many 
tourists who come and wander our lovely streets and shops on a Saturday/Sunday/ weekday in the 
school holidays. Holmfirth has a river right through the centre...why not make a feature of this as 
has been done in Hebden Bridge and make it so that people can get down to the water and enjoy 
fish and chips from the local chippy by the scenic waters edge in one of Yorkshires oldest and 
favourite tourist towns. 

The plan has traffic turning into Hollowgate.  This is a narrow route, and will be very difficult for the 
large lorries that would use this route to pass through. 
Pedestrians and lorries would not be able to use Hollowgate at the same time. 
Splitting Hollowgate into 3 sections is likely to cause confusion and accidents. 

Hollowgate is pedestrian friendly at the moment. If it is made into a major road way pedestrians will 
be at danger from vehicles and shops/businesses will suffer from lack of footfall. 
School children, their parents/carers will be put in danger as they attempt to walk up or down 
Rotcher. 
I do not accept your assertion that the proposed changes will be 'improvements'. 

I suggest that the focus should not be on vehicles passing through, but on enhancing the town's 
quality of life and economy, taking the examples of Hebden Bridge and Sowerby Bridge, and 
Halifax as examples of towns which are prospering and not in decline.  I propose that new works be 
undertaken to create a social and commercial focus for the town, namely a piazza or square, to be 
created by bridging over the river and extending the bus turning and parking area.   

Do the plan proposed by holmevalleyvision or not do anything at all until you get enough money to 
realise their plan () 
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Shocking idea !!!! I went to the first meeting & was appalled when I asked questions regarding 
these plans & the y didn't even know about holmfirth junior & infant school up at rotcher that will 
have to try & cross hollow gate which is terrible now but will be much worse with constant traffic & 
roundabout close by carrying wagons , double decker buses & articulated trucks along Hollowgate 
where all the school kids have to cross . It is a death trap in the making . Neither did they know that 
the traffic on dunford rd is terrible to get out of & always conjested now at busy times & this will 
definately be made worse again . Also these trucks & buses getting out of the new bridge to turn 
left on to Huddersfield road are going to have to wait for vehicles to give them space to manoeuvre 
to get out as the road is not wide enough as they turn onto Huddersfield road . This is going to slow 
down traffic on both sides of the road causing jams & back up of traffic , this is going to be much 
worse than it is now . The only way traffic is going to flow freely in holmfirth is when all the illegal 
parking is stopped & cameras are in force to fine people that do try to park there illegally . This sort 
of behaviour is what always causes jams in holmfirth because they are too lazy to wait for parking 
& walk a few hundred feet from a carpark . This idea is a total waste of money & as a resident & 
business owner in holmfirth it is very worrying when high streets are trying to turn themselves 
around & then such a stupid plan is being drawn up to turn a beautiful quaint town into a street with 
a roundabout going around it . Whoever came up with this idea should be fired  as no consideration 
for businesses , residents , economic impact or visitors have been taken into consideration at all  

I really cannot see how the proposals will improve traffic flow through Holmfirth.  In my opinion the 
traffic flow is only really bad when Woodhead pass has been closed and traffic have diverted 
through the centre of Holmfirth - this only happens rarely.   
It is important that Holmfirth is attractive to visitors, people coming to shop and use restaurants and 
the Picturedrome and maybe stay over in hotel/b and b accommodation and, most importantly, 
being able to park.  I fear that;this proposal will achieve similar to the bus station so called 
improvements, where parking spaces were lost for motor cycle spaces which are never used.  
I;come to park in Holmfirth and can never get a parking space in the bus station area where 
I;always used to park, yet there are never any motorcycles parked in the designated wasted space. 
I feel that the money should be better spent on making Holmfirth more attractive to people from 
other areas and tourists by making pedestrianised areas, seating and trees and making the river a 
feature rather than an eyesore and possible finding an alternative better routing for traffic flow if it is 
really needed. 

the removal of parking bays on Victoria street won't solve the problem because you are still 
proposing parking bays for disabled drivers so there will still be parking bays and loading bays. 
The proposed scheme will take the heart out of Hollowgate and the town centre. Safety 
improvements are needed on the crossings for line of sight for the pedestrians 

The mini roundabout - not  needed Victoria square works well.  
I’d maybe take out the pedestrian crossing on the bridge to allow free flow of traffic up to the traffic 
lights and hollowgate though.  
We don’t need another bridge across the river - it’s barmy - we just need clearer signposting that 
hollowgate is 7nsuitable for large vehicles.  
Holmfirth traffic generally flows freely unless there are major incidents elsewhere ... that’s life .. as a 
resident I am happy for the occasional snarl up providing we keep what is quintessentially our 
village .  

) There is no congestion issue to address. The worst congestion is at school drop off collection 
times as Rotcher is a bottle neck. Making Hollowgate one way after the junction with Rotcher will 
only make this situation worse. 
2) Provision for pedestrians and cyclists is weak, as a town visited by both walkers and cyclists this 
is simply not good enough, and will detere visitors to the town centre.  
3) Instead of improving Holmfirth, making it more attractive to both residents and visitors, this 
scheme turns Holmfirth into a roundabout. It is not what I want for my community. 
4) Hollowgate is a beautiful road, much loved by the community and visitors.,No one will want to 
visit it when it is a busy road, businesses will suffer and the attractive historic buildings in the area 
will be ruined. 
5) Holmfirth holds a number of festivals, Hollowgate is at the heart of these. Hollowgate will be un-
useable if this scheme goes ahead. Thus we could loose the festivals which contribute to soul of 
our town. 
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6) It is likely that road improvements would simply result in increased traffic due to the 
acknowledged phenomenon of induced demand. 
7) Please be clear that I object to this plan in the strongest possible terms, there are so many more 
viable options which could improve Holmfirth turning it into a more vibrant community, rather than 
the mere traffic roundabout that is the current proposal. 

Very badly planned, not thought out at all. Just needs alterations to traffic light timings - perhaps 
camera controlled.   Is this the work of T May and J Corbyn? they are ruining everything else. 

It is well know that new roads create new traffic: https://bettertransport.org.uk/roads-
nowhere/induced-traffic  
I am devastated to know that part of a small, fairy unspoiled town might be demolished to make 
way for more cars and lorries. It is such a short sighted proposal - we should be celebrating the 
shops, businesses and festivals of our town, not clearing space for traffic. Friends and daily love 
visiting Holmfirth because of its relatively compact, unspoiled nature.  Above all, there is a Climate 
Emergency - it's time to promote walking, cycling, public transport and disincentive all other traffic. 

I believe there is a need to look at Holmfirth town centre in a wider perspective, so taking into 
account social, economic and heritage factors. 

The footways on Hollowgate beyond the Rotcher Road junction will be narrow, given the passage 
of large vehicles (buses, lorries etc) along Hollowgate. I would be a nervous pedestrian on that 
stretch. 

I don't think the proposed improvements will enhance the life of the locals and residents. Alterations 
to roads-Hollowgate and Victoria Street will speed up the flow of traffic and make in dangerous for 
others in the village 

Traffic in Holmfirth is ok just too many cars 

Instead of wasting money on these plans, it should be spent on resurfacing and repairing roads in 
and around Holmfirth. We have lived on Cliff Road for over 40 years and the state of the road is a 
disgrace. 

Creating a new road (where the market hall stands) with a right & left turn into the very narrow 
Woodhead Rd will only move the congestion in Victoria St to another location. I believe this will 
make the situation worse as traffic will queue down Victoria St, unable to access Hollowgate & 
cause gridlock. Hollowgate is far too narrow for HGVs and it will be a nightmare for anyone trying to 
get in and out of Rotcher. That junction is tricky enough without increasing traffic and lorries. 
There's a primary school just up the road which the planners don't seem to have taken into 
consideration. I can't believe anyone is considering a scheme of wholesale destruction just to save 
a few minutes journey time for a few people at peak traffic times. It's as bad as HS2 

The market hall could be developed if allowed.  
Also traffic on hologate works why change it! 

See comments above 

First there will be the negative impact on the historical character of the town. A new bridge with 
heavy traffic flowing down Hollowgate will damage the traditional appearance of Holmfirth. This will 
have a negative impact on the appeal of the town both to residents and tourists.  
There is likely to be a negative impact on local businesses during the construction period. If this is 
the case then it may be difficult for businesses to recover fully from this. 
The construction will mean the loss of the Market Hall. Is there a plan for another market to be set 
up? It is vital that a town like Holmfirth has a vibrant market. 
Hollowgate is a key location for events and festivals which are a vital component of Holmfirth's 
appeal to visitors and residents and a significant contributor to the economic well being of the town. 
This plan would stop Hollowgate being used for this purpose and hence would have a dramatic 
effect on events and festivals in Holmfirth and a resultant negative impact on the economic 
performance of the town. 
This scheme seems to prioritise vehicles over pedestrians. In particular it does not take into 
account safety concerns for pedestrians on Hollowgate. If this scheme were to go ahead the close 
proximity of HGVs to pedestrians would be of great concern. In addition there is the issue of school 
children from Holmfirth J & I having to cross this road from Rotcher Road. 
Another concern is that this scheme could in fact attract more traffic to Holmfirth looking for 
different routes across the Pennines.  
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1. Ban articulated lorries and vehicles over a certain weight. 
2. Focus on making the town a better place to be, to walk, to look at, to shop, to relax - not to speed 
through. Pavements - uphold parking restrictions more vigorously.  
3. Vehicles speed into Holmfirth, ignoring speed limits on all five main roads. Encourage drivers to 
accept a slower pace by enforcing the 30mph limit, with speed bumps on Huddersfield Road after 
Thongsbridge, speed bumps on at least two places on New Mill Road, speed bumps before and 
after Bunlee road on the Greenfield road, speed bumps after show home and opposite TW Birks on 
woodhead road. 
The mindset needs changing; at the moment there is a lack of patience. Holmfirth should be driven 
through in a more accepting way. This plan ponders to taste. If it is accepted, future generations 
will chastise us. 

Feel that the island created between victoria street and the market hall link road will tend to be 
isolated from the rest of holmfirth shops.  

See my email to you on this subject - [redacted] 

Traffic queuing is acceptable and the cost of these works is unlikely to provide a major 
improvement. 

Spoil Holmfirth as a community by senising more traffic on Hollowgate.  This will cause more 
pollution around that area. Attract more traffic as people will think it is a bypass. 

Where will the market go to? Is an alternative indoor space being considered? Hollowgate is still 
going to be narrow for HGV. How will the businesses on this road access their properties and 
customers collect goods. 

Hollowgate and the market hall should be left as they are. Safety and access for pedestrians, along 
with cyclists should be considered and the new bridge will not improve their experience. 

Consider whether this proposal's basis is well founded. It is at odds with environmental 
considerations - and even the Government'sand Council's own initiatives and policies in this 
respect. to call the plan a way to 'improve' the current situation is misleading to say the least. A 
number of the issues have either not been considered at all -- or, by the planners' own admissions - 
have no viable solution. The junction of Rocher and Hollowgate and the 'fall out' from the plan as it 
stands is one such example.  

As a business owner to Hollowsgate I can see that practically during building works my business 
will be drastically affected negatively - this added to business already being slow could kill my 
business.  
 
This is disappointing to note that as a business owner I have had NO communication about the 
proposed changes. 

Whilst some of the proposals are good, no parking down Victoria Street for instance, I feel some of 
the proposals are just for the sake of it, almost "we have to be seen to be doing something" . The 
people who decide these proposals, probably don't even live in Holmfirth. There are two zebra 
crossings at Victoria square, I'm sure one would suffice, these in themselves cause a lot of 
congestion. 

I am concerned about ease for pedestrians walking along Hollowgate. 

Removing parked cars from victoria street might help but some people need to stop briefly. Too 
many big trucks go along woodhead road and greenfield road. 

I see there is a rush hour problem between 5-6 from New Mill (A1) and Huddersfield. This is 
compounded by the fact that small roads, such as Goodhead Road are technically 'A' roads not 'B' 
roads - so huge trucks use it to go via Holme village to the Woodhead pass junction. This should be 
addressed. Also, no parking on Victoria street would help. 
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These plans are a bad idea. Part of the charm of Holmfirth is Hollowgate. To increase traffic on it, 
particularly heavy goods vehicles is ludicrous. The council has come up with the idea of knocking 
down the market. Granted it's not a historic building, or thing of beauty...but is that to save them the 
cost of being responsible for it? 
Implementing this scheme will only make the centre of Holmfirth worse as more traffic will go 
through it, particularly as a short cut from the M1 to Manchester. Traffic needs discouraging NOT 
encouraging.  
Part of the problem is caused by the continued policy of building more and more houses in a rural 
area where the roads aren't suitable for the increased traffic, either in the outlying villages or in 
Holmfirth centre. The council has been considering a roundabout or improvement scheme at New 
Mill junction since I was a child in the 1960s. This is a far more serious traffic issue which should be 
resolved. 
Locals know when OR how to avoid Holmfirth centre, so this scheme is for the benefit of those 
passing through. The last thing that should be done is to encourage more traffic especially heavy 
goods vehicles. Force them to use Woodhead pass and improve that (especially Plevin) 
 
It is worth noting that traffic in Holmfirth seems to flow much more freely when the traffic lights are 
broken. Granted that is a safety issue...but food for thought 
 
Milnsbridge has a similar road scheme and we are all aware of what chaos that can be. 
 
I urge you not implement this ill conceived plan 

Hollowgate is not a big enough road to take the traffic it does without adding big lorries to the small 
road to get to a bypass that is just not needed. 

This is a ridiculous idea and in my opinion this is a way of spending needless amounts of money to 
give less parking and more congestion!!! I totally disagree with these proposals. 

Re-consider Hollowgate traffic flow.  

As above 

Not a great deal of problems with traffic. Maybe stop parking on Victoria street. Keep the charm of 
Holmfirth and not like every other town. 

Need to restrict large HGV's from using Holmfirth except for delivery to local businesses (i.e. 
Holmfirth business only). All HGV's should be routed via Woodhead and should not use Holmfirth. 
Road improvements will only encourage more such traffic to use A635. 

I don't think the proposed improvements are actually improvements for pedestrians at all. Of 
particular concern to me anyway is the corner ( just after  the bridge at Hollowgate, on Woodhead 
Road, as you turn left and are on the pavement  just after the Fair Trader shop) which is scarily 
dangerous for pedestrians. The traffic is moving at speed towards Holme, the pavement is very 
narrow (almost non existent) and cars/ lorries etc often mount the pavement at speed. This part of 
the pavement is extremely stressful and dangerous for pedestrians to navigate. Traffic needs to be 
be slowed down (by whatever means) in order to reduce the risk of a serious injury and to create 
an adequate level of safety for pedestrians. Care for pedestrian safety is currently non- existent 
here. I struggle to believe that  this situation is deemed to be acceptable as it is or that it is not 
being addressed as a major threat to pedestrian safety in Holmfirth. 

Leave the roads as they are. 

These proposals will rip the heart out of our town canter . The market will go and all the shops on 
hollowgate will lose the tourist trade . Holmfirth will be less attractive to visitors . Why not spend this 
money on improving the river ? Making it more attractive in the centre of town .  
The construction will cause disruption  
Holmfirth is already too busy with HGV s but this will get worse with the new proposals  
I have not spoken to anyone who thinks this is a good idea  

The proposed changes will have a negative impact on the unique character of the town and this will 
make it less attractive to visitors. 

See above. Why are you asking the same question twice? 
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They are only improvements in your eyes. For the majority of Holmfirth residents they are a slap in 
the face, a typical Kirklees Council "we know better than you do", a threat to destroy the character 
of a dearly loved place in pursuit of quicker transit through the town. Hollowgate is, essentially, the 
heart of our town, the central setting for Folk, Food and Arts Festivals which bring huge profits 
(financial and otherwise) into Holmfirth. This will be sacrificed (if Kirklees get their way) in the cause 
of more rapid transit through town with no thought for where these festivals might relocate their 
events. We are promised “a more attractive environment for residents, businesses and visitors” - 
really!? By killing off a focal part of town, ignoring the traffic flow on Rotcher (which includes small 
schoolchildren coming and going to Nab School)? 

The so-called 'improvements will destroy this very traditional village and heritage. 

Leave Holmfirth as it is- it is a beautiful village with a fantastic history/historic buildings. Traffic does 
flow fine. 

Spoil historic centre  
Saftety for children 
And pedestrians 

Please consider if this so proposed so called 'improvement' takes place, the old properties which 
will have to be demolished and the Rotcher Road junction may cause problems. The three retail 
outlets, where do they go?Also, I can't see some of articulate lorries going down Hollowgate. Will 
there be pavements etc? 

A ridiculous waste of money, the worst junction in the Holme valley is in the centre of new mill not 
the occasional queue in holmfirth, please spend our taxpayers money more sensibly. 

proposed plan should provide  a clockwise movement of traffic all one way no need for traffic lights. 

As a council tax payer, I object to my money being wasted on problems that are not there. I also 
believe this proposal will harm the businesses in Holmfirth. 

Flawed in conception. 

The documentation is poor, the plans for alternative schemes are too small for legibility. The extent 
of proposed demolition is not specific. Surrey user of A635/A6024 by inappropriate vehicles.  

The proposed scheme does not take into account the volume of traffic queuing into the centre of 
Holmfirth along Huddersfield Road (A^024) which often tails back beyond the fire station.  

Hollowgate is the original historic road and river crossing in Holmfirth, this scheme would destroy 
that historic character and availablity to use Hollowgate as a pedestrian area for markets and 
festival. Kirklees historic photograph archive show that the cattle market used to take place here 
and the proposal to knock down the market hall to replace it with a road short sighted and like 
something from a 1970's city planners handbook on how to destroy the character of a town and 
make it look like all the others in the country, with no individuality. The Market needs to be kept and 
developed to keep the character of Holmfirth as a market people orientated town, to make Holmfirth 
into a sustainable town we need to promoting the use of the market for local businesses to use, not 
destroying it.  The site is used during Folk Festivals, Art Weeks, Art Market, Food Festival, it 
appears that no consideration for the cultural use of Hollowgate has been considered at all.  
 
Additionally the idea of sending large vehicles including HGVs along Hollowgate will reduce the air 
quality.  I use Hollowgate to get away from the fumes of stationary traffic on Victoria Street.  The 
proposed additional traffic along Hollowgate is very likely to reduce the air quality for the people 
working there in the businesses. The idea of having to walk along the pavement on Hollowgate 
whilst being hemmed in by HGVs and high sided ways of buildings and Rotche is awful, and 
especially uncomforatble for people using prams and wheelchairs. This scheme has purely been 
designed for traffic management and not for the people living, working and visiting Holmfirth.  

What consideration has been given to social events that happen in Holmfirth i.e. food and drink 
festival, christmas fayre, arts events that take place in the market and streets. This brings people 
and revenue into the town. Why continue to build housing around Holmfirth and supermarkets 
when the whole demographics are not there. 

They put through traffic ahead of the local community when perfectly good alternative routes are 
available (eg M62/M1) 
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Improvements does not seem an apt word for the plans, Holmfirth is no longer the special town it 
once was, buildings are being converted without the love they deserve or architectural sympathy.  
The proposed scheme could destroyed our little town, and simply act as a bypass rather than 
encouraging local people and visitors to park and enjoy Holmfirth, be it shopping, socializing etc 
and importantly for retailers, spending.          

I also have concerns at the junction where the proposed new slip road from Hollowgate will meet 
the A6024. My concern is that there would be difficulty for traffic wishing to turn right onto the 
A6024. Large vehicles will be involved and having to wait for an opportunity to access the A6024 
from the slip road because of the traffic moving along the A6024 at that point.  

'Park and ride' on Huddersfield side - possibility? 

The plans are clearly aimed at getting people through Holmfirth as quickly as possible rather than 
how to make it more attractive and get people to stay and shop there. 
The 'preferred option' will, in my opinion, kill Holmfirth as a destination as people will just drive 
through and not stop. You would be better looking at stopping HGVs going through Holmfirth other 
than on the main road out to Holme/Manchester and not going into the village itself. This would 
have a greater impact and stop the congestion that occurs when they block the roads. 
I can't understand why you think changing general parking to loading and disabled parking will help 
traffic flows either. 

They will forever ruin Holmfirth centre by making it one large road and cause Holmfirth to loose 
everything that makes it already special .  

I am not in favour of any scheme that increases vehicle numbers along Hollowgate as this will 
reduce the amenity of the road which is used for events such as the food and drink festival and folk 
weekend. 
Even with wider pavements along Hollowgate it will become less safe for pedestrians as larger 
vehicle will be using it. 
With no traffic lights at the top of Victoria Street it will be more difficult for traffic coming from the 
Holme direction to turn right.  
The proposed roundabout UNLESS used correctly by 100% of vehicles will be a problem. 
The number of vehicles using Bridge Lane as a way of avoiding the centre on the way to 
Huddersfield is likely to increase. 
This scheme will not improve Holmfirth town centre for residents or visitors in any way. 

Road through Hollowgate too narrow for pedestrians to walk on footpath when large wagons are 
coming through exit from Rotcher Road would be difficult at busy times e.g. school start and finish 

The primary aim of the proposal seems to be to allow larger volumes of traffic to pass through the 
town more quickly.  More traffic, moving more quickly, will make a visit to the town centre worse for 
visitors and residents, resulting in falling numbers of visits to the town and its shops and amenities.  
The proposal will also prevent the use of Hollowgate for the Folk and Food events in addition to the 
loss of the market.  The end result of this proposal could be to turn Victoria Street and Hollowgate 
into a run of neglected and boarded up shops as as seen in other parts of Kirklees. 

I feel that the proposed "improvements" would do nothing but make traffic holdups even worse, 
and, that the centre of Holmfirth would become a no-go area for pedestrians. 
I sincerely hope that this work does not go ahead 

We are assuming that these are improvements when there is nothing wrong with holmfirth as it is. 
Just leave the lovely historic town alone 

I am worried that the plans will desecrate the town centre and pose a danger to pedestrians, 
especially around Rotcher and Hollowgate. There are concerns for the businesses along 
Hollowgate and Victoria due to heavier traffic flow plus the implications for the festivals which put 
our town on the map and provide revenue. We will still have problems for HGV’s turning opposite 
Bloc/ Ashley Jackson’s/ Colourprint as there will always be an impasse there unless we demolish 
more buildings. There is also no provision for the many cyclists who travel through the town. 
Overall I don’t feel that our level of congestion justifies requiring this amount of money and 
disruption.  

I'd prefer an option that took into account the roads that feed into the town centre as well as the 
route through; and a ban on HGVs over a certain size which are too big for a village of the size of 
Holmfirth. An example of the size of vehicle I am thinking about are the large Pluvin trucks that 
come down Dunford Road from Crow Edge and use the Greenfield Rd. Every other vehicle has to 



 

289 | P a g e  
 

make way for them to get through, they block the whole junction at the Victoria Street Traffic lights. 
Surely thats not safe for other road users. 

I am strongly opposed to the new road scheme that is proposed for Holmfirth. 
I don't find that Holmfirth gets particularly congested and when it does at peak times I may have to 
queue for an extra 5 minutes. I don.t feel that this justifies destroying our beautiful country town. 
What does upset me is the amount of huge lorries and trucks that come through the town. Is there 
not a way of restricting the size of vehicles coming through the town? 
 
I am also very concerned for the safety of my children who attend Nabb school. My daughter has 
just started to walk home on her own but if Hollowgate becomes a route for these large lorries and 
increased traffic that it will attract I fear for my child and all the other children at Nabb school's 
safety. It is an accident waiting to happen. 
 
It feels extremely sad that by including Holllowgate in this road scheme it will destroy a part of 
Holmfirth's attraction and history. At the moment it is the central part of all the festivals held in 
Holmfirth which attracts a huge amount of visitors and is brilliant for local business. It is also a 
lovely street to walk along and visit the quaint shops and cafe's. Having a major road which will 
attract a large amount of traffic and will deter people from walking down the street therefore put 
local businesses at risk. 
 
I worry too about the ability of trucks being able to safely turn left or right at the end of the proposed 
bridge. People sitting outside Longley's  will be put at risk as will pedestrians walking along the 
nearby pavements. 
 
It feels that by creating this roundabout scheme it is all about traffic flow rather that about 
pedestrians and satisfying what the local residents wish for their own town. It is well known that 
creating better traffic attracts more traffic. 
 
It will destroy the historical and architectual beauty which will in turn affect tourism and again local 
business. 
 
There is always going to be a queue of vehicles down Dunford road as with all the cars parked 
down it, this is effectively a single track road with passing places. With the proposed road that 
queue of traffic will extend round the corner into Hollowgate.  This passes the bottom of Rotcher- A 
small lane used by many children to access the Junior and Infant School.  This would create many 
dangers to pedestrians and particularly the school children. 
 
I could go on! 
 
Please, please do not destroy our beautiful town! 

I am concerned that the fuit and veg market will be going as a result of the new road construction. 
The market is a valuable asset to the town and alternative facilities should be provided 

It will kill Holmfirth centre - shops and facilities. Holmfirth is a village which still relies on tourism 
(the little tourist passes my road 2/3 times per day) 
This village should not be spoiled by digging up cobbled streets and where will people park? 
Parking at a premium as it is especially disabled parking ( I am disabled) 
You have already killed Huddersfield Town Centre - do not kill Holmfirth. 

I am concerned that the fruit & veg market will be closed as a result of this scheme. The market is 
used by many people when it is open. An alternative location and facilities should be provided. 

I would like you to survey the amount of traffic at various times/days of the week to see where 
traffic is coming from and going to and for what purpose. 

Diverting traffic along Hollowgate will move the problem into the centre of Holmfirth. It will ruin a 
historic part of town and result in high levels of pollution.  

Disappointed that the proposed scheme provides no improvements for cyclists, no cycle paths are 
identified on the plans either on road or on the new wider footpaths.  
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The word improvement does not apply. Movement of traffic appears to be the only consideration. 
The local geography does not allow for a bypass as in other areas of the country. Let the little town 
be. It is beautiful as it is.  

Seems like it will probably smarten up the town centre but its not clear how it will really ease 
congestion. We need to stop heavy goods traffic from using Holmfirth town centre as a through 
route, and am concerned that these works will actually just encourage more traffic & commercial 
vehicles to use it. Can restrictions on commercial vehicles be introduced? 

Cannot see why holmfirth market has to be lost at huge cost when it's the obstruction that the park 
cars on Victoria street is the main reason the traffic gets held up.. 
Also  traffic queuing down from the greenfield road often goes straight through holmfirth towards 
Honley. Could a bypass road be made utilising thick hollins road. Thus reducing traffic in centre of 
holmfirth 

The proposals would ruin what is left of Holmfirth after the planners have already destroyed the 
mills, mill ponds etc which were the visitor attraction to Holmfirth. 
Visitors now come to the many festivals organised by volunteers in the town, and diverting the main 
traffic through Hollowgate would ruin the festivals as well as killing the economic viability of the 
shops along Hollowgate, of which there are more than along Victoria Street. 
The traffic only gets jammed up with HGV lorries and parking should be removed from Victoria 
Street to immediately ease traffic flow. 
 is not congested, folk just dont know how lucky they are to live in such a quiet town. 

By doing these so called improvements, I strongly feel the heart of our lovely market town will be 
lost forever. It will change the special atmosphere of rural life as well as not providing a safe space 
for festivals that take place throughout the year.  The roads will become busier with no thought for 
people and businesses in Holmfirth and surrounding areas.  

There is traffic in Holmfirth at certain times of the day which is totally acceptable. The proposed 
alterations mean that the character of Holmfirth will be destroyed. It will be used as a thoroughfare 
for lorries and all traffic. The shops on Hollowgate will lose business as it's such a narrow street 
that most people won't be shopping there with the amount of extra traffic diverted there in a small 
space. Lorries turning left from where the market is onto Huddersfield Road will cause congestion 
on both roads as they need such a large space to turn. Hollowgate is an intrinsic part of Holmfirth 
life and plays a huge part in the Folk Festival, Food and Drink Festival and other events throughout 
the year. Children crossing Hollowgate on their way to school will be endangered. Holmfirth doesn't 
need this proposed alteration and I, as a resident living in the town centre, am extremely concerned 
by the fact that Holmfirth will be a town for the people who drive through and not the residents.  

These proposed “improvements” would appear to be only an attempt to benefit through traffic and 
take no consideration of residents and businesses in Holmfirth. They aren’t well considered as they 
don’t seem to have taken into consideration the problems with Rotcher Road and the dangers to 
pedestrians at all. There has been no consideration given to local events such as the Folk Festival 
etc. which are important in both terms of culture and business to the local area.  

Juggernauts should be banned from Holmfirth without special permission 

Leave the roads as they are.  Holmfirth is only busy at certain times.  The proposition will 
encourage lorries to use the route from Flouch to Greenfield to Ashton. 

This plan does not solve any issues regarding the amount of traffic going through Holmfirth and if 
anything will simply turn Holmfirth into a giant roundabout. This will stop people from wanting to 
park up and spend time shopping and is just detrimental to the businesses of Holmfirth.  
Also, the roads are generally manageable. It is only when Woodhead Pass/M62 etc is closed that 
traffic is a problem and this plan does not address this issue at all. This money would be best spent 
on diverting that traffic through major roads (A629 & A6024) instead of through Holmfirth centre.  
The pedestrianisation of Victoria street is unnecessary and again, will only serve to reduce passing 
trade and subsequently the footfall in the local shops.  
The diversion on Hollowgate, unless plans to demolish the buildings on the left as you enter 
Hollowgate to widen the road, which is not desirable, will make this stretch of road dangerous and 
deter shoppers on foot along the road to the businesses.   
This area is also important socially as it is used for Food and Drink festivals etc and is the only 
other place (apart from car park) available to house such events. 
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To put it simply, this plan would rip the heart out of Holmfirth town centre without solving traffic 
issues. 

Holmfirth is busy at times, but not unmanageable. Thd plans only take account of through traffic, 
not local use, children going to school, or the hundreds of cyclists who use it as a destination. 

I think that if Victoria road becomes one way only - drivers wishing to turn onto Huddersfield road 
will divert up station road and down bridge lane as this is a more direct route which will put more 
pressure on this already problematic junction with station road and bridge lane - many accidents 
have happened here in the past. I would be in favour of putting in a road linking station road and 
Huddersfield road between the post office and co-op - I think this would ease some congestion in 
Holmfirth centre. 

Hollowgate is too narrow to accommodate new plans unless buildings are demolished which I do 
not feel is acceptable. 
Businesses would be badly affected by reduced passing trade and reduced footfall from the less 
desirable environment of the Holmfirth that it would become under these plans. 
Traffic volume would not be reduced simply moved - height and weight restrictions for the town 
centre would be far more appropriate. 

Will "improving" traffic flow mean faster traffic? Residents manage to cross when traffic is brought 
to a crawl at busy times.  
Surely we should plan for residents safety and convenience as a priority by considering resident 
parking solutions in the centre rather than dismissing them. 

The character of the town will be destroyed if these plans go ahead. Businesses will suffer. We do 
not want the traffic to be 'speeded' up through Holmfirth.  
School children will be placed in danger when leaving the school at Rocher. 
The character of Hollowgate will be destroyed and all the Festivals currently using Hollowgate will 
be limited or destroyed. 

Not improvements just 2 years of misery for residents and businesses.  Holmfirth is an Historic 
Market Town.  Remove the market and we will loose this status. 

The is no provision or plans for active travel into and around Holmfirth.  
There is no provision for better cycling routes, causeways etc. 
The plans are totally motorised vehicle centric. 
More ought to be done to arrest the growth in heavy, articulated vehicles using Holmfirth as a short 
cut to Manchester and elsewhere. 
Hollowgate should remain a pedestrian friendly space. 
Losing the Market space will be a detriment to the fabric of the town. 
This whole plan seems to be about making access and through put of traffic easier - for drivers! 

Compared to other places I work Wakefield / Barnsley  / Leeds the congestion is minimal. I strongly 
disagree with the centre of the village basically being destroyed and made into a big roundabout / 
one way system so people can get through easier.  I don't see how this improves Holmfirth in any 
way and will only contribute to the decline of the village. 
The risk to people access to businesses on Hollowgate will also be increased due to the increased 
flow of traffic 

The first stage should be to install registration cameras on all the roads into and out of Holmfirth to 
identify exactly the traffic flow which has to be accommodated. 
 
Then:- Ideally a circular one way system should be introduced extending as far as the Manchester 
Road. This would require a new bridge and topographical changes. 
 
Simple and cheaper would be to install cameras and intelligent lights on all pedestrian crossings 
and on the main lights 

Whilst this plan may result in improvements for Victoria Street, I'm particularly concerned about the 
impact on Hollowgate. It will take a huge amount of traffic for the size of road, including lorries and 
buses. I believe this part of the plan will be unworkable, it will destroy a significant pedestrian street 
for tourism, used by locals, weekend visitors, festivals, parades etc - which all helps trade in 
Holmfirth, as well as the community overall. It would be difficult to see how properties/businesses 
on the river side of Hollowgate would survive. Finally, I can't imagine how the scheme would work 
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on those occasions when traffic is routed through Holmfirth as a result of Woodhead closure from 
accidents. 

The proposal will change the character and charm of our town making it a drive through. It does not 
take into account the festivals and need for closure of our historic narrow lanes which have small 
local businesses that benefit the tourism at these events. It is going to spoil our town and actually 
increase problems rather than be of help. Just sort the existing traffic lights to alter traffic flow at 
peak times and don't waste 4.7m spoiling our town. 

Do not agree with proposed one way system on Hollowgate. Would result in loss of amenities plus 
is too narrow  

Seems like a sledgehammer to crack a nut. Most of the time the traffic is ok. Seems like 
improvements could be made using more straightforward and less costly measures e.g. more 
intelligent traffic light/traffic management system at the top of Victoria Street to improve flow during 
busy times - lights currently can be erratic/inconsistent. Other measures could be - reducing 
parking on Victoria street and increased traffic warden policing to stop people parking on double 
yellows (this often causes problems in practice when long/big vehicles are unable to turn into or 
move along Victoria Street; encouraging alternative routes for HGVs; making it clearer that HGVs 
cannot go along hollowgate; possible widening of the junction at the bottom of Dunford Road to 
have two lane turning out (subject to minimum pavement width requirements so not sure whether 
this is possible). The scheme does not appear to represent value for money improvements and 
does not appear to have support from local residents; a challenge to a decision in favour would 
therefore in my view be likely.  

Hollowgate is a small and quirky road with enough parking and little shops for locals and tourists. It 
would totally take away how special holmfirth is wth the plans. 

Not necessary. An expense that is required  

I don't believe that the congestion - if it can be called that - is worthy of such drastic change to the 
centre of Holmfirth.  A market is an absolute must in a town like Holmfirth and should be saved. 

Not the best option for Holmfirth. How about knocking down the Sainsbury’s instead? It make much 
more sense. 
 
How on earth is a large lorry going to get down Hollowgate ( even if you widen road) it really should 
be a 1 way now because there isn’t enough room. 
 
What happens when a cars travelling down from Rocher (only 1 car wide) and a car want to turn up 
from the new roundabout. It  

Get rid of lights that only let a couple of cars through at a time 

I believe that the needs of pedestrians have not been fully consider; this has come about because 
the junction in question has been considered in isolation. It appears there has been little 
consideration of the impact on the Woodhead road/greenfield road junction. This junction has to be 
traversed by anyone hoping to walk into Holmfirth from the West and includes children travelling to 
Holmfirth High school and Holmfirth Junior and Infant school. This junction will become near 
impossible to cross as the volume of traffic increases as it moves through the improved area. One 
side of the road here is already impossible to navigate with a pushchair. Furthermore the area in 
front of Holmfirth Photo shop which is already dangerous will become more so as the volume of 
traffic will undoubtedly increase.  
It becomes laughable to read of the widening of pavements on Victoria Street when this is currently 
one of the few pavements that does accommodate a pushchair. All very well this one pavement 
being wider when you can’t actually get to it from any surrounding streets! 
I advise that the planning team spend aomebtkme trying to push a pushchair/wheelchair around 
Holmfirth and they will soon arrive at some common sense conclusions.   

I’m very concerned regarding the proposals and do not consider it will resolve the current issues . 
Holmfirth has an opportunity to be a thriving , market town , with a variety of shops . This proposal 
will effectively increase through traffic , destroying hollowgate and the shops along that street . It is 
likely to attract more heavy goods  vehicles and add to pollution and air quality issues .  

I and many others think it will spoil Holmfirth & locals will shop elsewhere. It will be a waste of 
money. Leave Holmfith alone! 
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I think the proposals will spoil the very essence of Holmfirth and take away so much character. I 
personally do not feel the traffic in the town centre is a problem. I have experiences so much 
worse!! Don’t do this it isn’t necessary.  

The mini roundabout is not required and will cause issues as large vehicles unable to manoeuvre 
round go over the top mis-judge the distance and block the road. 
 
The traffic forced down hollowgate with no other route will impact local businesses, ruin the nature 
of area, remove the ability to use the road for stalls etc during events such as the folk festival, food 
festival etc. It will also be a danger to the children who sue the road as part of their school route 
and who in most cases walk unaided by adults 
. no speed limit has been identified for this road. 
 
The loss of the market is huge the council has decided that it is not worthwhile investment wise but 
it has not been explored into alternative and knocking it down would hugely impact the town and 
the numerous events it holds throughout the year to encourage tourists in the area (yes this is one 
of the times traffic is highest but that's good it means people are coming to the town). 
 
Victoria street is plenty accessible for pedestrians the only real value would be to limit vans from 
parking making deliveries to only certain times of the day. he traffic on Victoria street is only bad 
when vans park on either or both sides blocking the flow of traffic.  
 
The new proposed route for the traffic over the market bridge will cause more issues in traffic flow. 
There are no timed lights traffic will only get out onto the main road if allowed out by passing cars. 
this will mean that all traffic coming from Huddersfield will have to pass and tehn the traffic coming 
from home moss allow veichals out, this might be one or 2 cars/vans/ lorries per traffic light turn 
which will cause much more congestion backing up to the new roundabout since the amount of 
traffic that currently goes through a set of lights from this direction is much higher. There is no 
yellow box to allow larger veichals to come out of the new road. As it currently stands the turning 
areas allowed is vast as it needs to be for the size of veichale coming through the town (this should 
be limited) there is not space where the new road will be placed to allow this and if a yellow box 
was made it would be so large the traffic at the front of the quee would be about 100m from the 
lights. The flow of traffic through Holmfirth will be massively diminished it simply makes no sense.  
 
To avoid queuing some traffic will ignore the new road and continue to the other bridge near the fair 
trade shop so youll end up with 2 competing streams of traffic trying to get out onto the road.  
 
The amount of time it will take to comeplte the roadworks will significantly impact the Holmfirth 
tourist trade and general travel. 
 
I would alter my route to avoid the roadworks and I ma sure that many others will too which will 
impact the smaller local route as they will become much busier, with the length of time that the 
work takes you risk this becoming peoplenormal route and therefore never returning to what you 
want.  
 
I know you can't just ban larger veichals fromt eh centre but this scheme it appears would be for 
the benefit to encourage comuter traffic it is not in the best interest of locals, bunesses, 
neighbourdness in relation to local events etc. and is not in my option something that anybody 
wants to see happen.  

See above 

If you could build a new road from the A635 Holmfirth to New Mill road, taking it across the valley 
and the river from the place where the old Midlothian Garage used to be, and then joining the 
A6024 road to Holmfirth, there would be no need for traffic to pass through the centre of Holmfirth 
on the way to Manchester etc.  Traffic coming down Dunford Road and wanting to go to 
Manchester or Huddersfield would simply turn right and travel along the A635 and turn left onto the 
new road to pick up the A6024. Please consider this proposal.  To damage Hollowgate and the 
small businesses on it  would be disastrous and all the old, traditional festivities that take place 
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there every year would be lost, including the market hall. I really do not know how you can think 
that your proposed scheme is sensible in any way.  Please give my proposal some consideration. 
Thank you  

Doesn’t make sense. 

These are not improvements, they will have a detrimental impact on the businesses in Holmfirth in 
particular Hollowgate, and the town as a whole and increase the dangers caused by increased 
traffic down already small roads. 
This scheme is likely to detract from the charm of Holmfirth rather than improve it. 
If it ain't broke don't fix it!!!! 

Don't bother wasting money, causing disruptions and ripping down a place that many members of 
the community like to use.  

They aren't improvements, a waste of money. 

As mentioned above Rotcher and it's entrance on to Hollowgate. Also  
Hollowgate itself which currently is easily closed to through traffic to provide pedestrianised areas 
during Folk  and Food Festivals, both of which bring people into Holmfirth. 

I am cocerned that the proposals will result in an increase in HGVs using Holmffirth as a short cut 
across the pennines and therefore increase congestion and pollution. 

As above. Don’t do it. 

poor use of limited resource - at least consider the above low cost option first 

Why do we need to destroy the market buildings. Surely we should be looking to make greater use 
of them. Removal of the traffic lights at the top of Victoria st will surely cause problems for traffic 
turning right into Victoria st. 

By creating a circular traffic flow in the centre of Holmfirth it makes the centre less appealing to 
visitors/ local shoppers potentially destroying the town. 
 
 
Removing the parking spots on the road side (Victoria Street) is good, but there needs to be more 
parking provided elsewhere. 

I think that prohibiting parking on Victoria Street will be a good thing. It might be worth considering 
using some of the funding to widen Bridge Lane at the top and making that one way. It would allow 
vehicles coming from New Mill to get on to Huddersfield Road without going right through the 
centre of Holmfirth . 
I found the question about rating my experience of traffic congestion ambiguous.  Traffic congestion 
in Holmfirth is very high and it is getting worse because of all the new houses that are being built in 
the neighbouring villages. . Can something please be done to limit the new building work because 
the roads simply cannot cope now with the increased volume of traffic. 

Having studied what is being proposed I can find no benefit to the plan whatsoever. Hollowgate is 
far too narrow to take a constant flow of traffic, much of it trans-Pennine bound HGV’s. On reaching 
the top of the hill and the proposed roundabout where the front of the market hall is currently 
located, westbound traffic will still need to turn left and meet the oncoming traffic emerging from 
Towngate (a bottleneck in itself). Making Victoria Street one way is utterly pointless as is amply 
wide enough at present to carry the volumes of traffic it currently does at peak periods, what 
causes the problems are badly phased traffic lights, badly situated pedestrian crossings, the 
current parking spaces outside Multi-Craft Cabin, poorly timed deliveries and illegal parking. On the 
subject of the illegal parkers, the wardens do little to alleviate the problem when there are richer 
pickings on the pay & display car parks. 
 
To return to the subject of Hollowgate. Hollowgate houses more independent traders than any 
other thoroughfare other than Huddersfield Road and it is also the focal point of most of the Fairs 
and Festivals that take place in Holmfirth. The plan as it stands will destroy Hollowgate and with it 
the entire centre of the town. 
The plan would not appear to have taken any notice of the fact that Holmfirth Junior & Infant School 
is located up Rotcher. Crossing Hollowgate with 40+ tonne trucks passing by to gain access to the 
school will be a nightmare. 
One of the major contributing factors to the congestion lies with Dunford Road. I personally sat in 
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my car on Dunford Road 2 weeks ago for over 30 minutes while a bus tried to get down the road 
and a 40 tonne truck tried to get up. The bus driver finally switched his engine of and opened the 
door  to let his passengers off. The plan takes no account of situations like this (which are daily 
occurrences) and offers no solutions at all, in fact, the purpose of the plan has nothing at all to do 
with the wellbeing and prosperity of Holmfirth, it is simply aimed at speeding up  the flow of traffic 
and in so doing it will attract even more. 
 
The plan is flawed in every respect and it should be filed in a dustbin 

Do not put a road in instead of the market. Get rid of onstreet parking to improve flow but that is all 
that is needed. Wasted money that could be used for much more beneficial projects elsewhere. 

I do not believe that the proposed plans will, in any way, alleviate the suggested congestion in the 
village - there is none (or there is very little). Even if there was, the proposed plans would not solve 
it... its just moving it around to another road in the same village? The only time it is slightly busier is 
around school pick up times, near Rocher Road and Hollowgate... but this is very very short lived. 
The proposed plans will completely devastate the character of the village. The solution would be to 
ban HGVs from such a small village, and make them bypass altogether. The danger that the 
proposed layout will bring to parents and children of the local school; and visitors in general; and 
the negative impact it will have on the festivals that are the heart of the village - will be huge. Have 
people of the village even been thought about when this was drawn up. Hollowgate is a small road 
with a lot of pedestrians on it due to the shops, cafes and market.... these plans would devastate all 
these businesses and make the road so much more dangerous. It would be better to pedestrianise 
that area.. not make it into a busier road! 

I travel through Holmfirth town centre at least 4 times per day at rush hour and other times and find 
it moves freely most of the time, except on rare occasions as with everywhere. I feel the scheme 
will just attract more through traffic and lorries which will be detrimental to the town, businesses and 
the environment. I see no benefit to this huge outlay of money at all!  

It’s a solution to a problem that doesn’t exist 

I accept that consideration has been given. Really it would be better to restrict the volume of traffic. 
Perhaps consider a ban on HGVs at certain times. Allowing continued housing schemes is not 
helping. So there is a conflict in your planning. 

The volume of traffic ebbs and flows as through all towns and villages nowadays, congestion in 
Holmfirth however is invariably due to lorries and very large vehicles trying to move through the 
town centre, notably worse when motorways and Woodhead Pass and Greenfield are blocked. The 
proposed changes will allow easier access for such vehicles down Victoria street and Hollowgate 
and possibly make it an invitation for higher levels of such traffic and not for local pedestrians, 
shoppers and visitors 

1.Hollowgate is too narrow to be a main thoroughfare. 
2. Hollowgate and Victoria Street businesses in particular will be negatively affected during the 
carrying out of the proposed works. 
3. Holmfirth centre businesses require there to be adequate parking in or close to the centre. The 
proposed works reduce the number of parking spaces. 

At a time when there are dilapidated roads and limited funds why spend money on a scheme not 
asked for by local residents, that at best may possibly give a marginal improvement to traffic flow 
while causing severe damage to village centre.  
Other specific problems are... 
Increasing the speed of traffic flow increases danger to pedestrians. 
The work involves excavation in close proximity to old listed buildings, the church and the river 
Holme - it could potentially cause irreparable damage and high costs. 
Demolition of the Market Hall is not beneficial. 
Loss of Hollwgate for shopping, market and festival use. 
The proposed one-way system increases general inconvenience e.g. for users or Rotcher Road. 
If the project runs over budget or the main contractor goes into liquidation will there be even less 
money to repair the many neglected and badly potholed local roads? 

I don’t  find the traffic in Holmfirth too bad, though I choose my time and my route. It seems to be 
more of a problem for visitors. 
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I am concerned that the small attractive layout of Holmfirth will be demolished. The children walking 
to Nabb school will be more at risk at the bottom of Rocher Lane especially if the through flow of 
traffic increases due to a roundabout. Currently, motorists have to drive slower when entering 
Hollowgate because it is narrower which makes it safer for pedestrians and cyclists. Hollowgate is 
also used for festivals and therefore is important to maintain its current historic characteristics. 

The proposed plans will make Hollowgate unusable for any other event except traffic and it is 
narrow enough as it is.  I would not be happy walking along it with the large articulated lorries there 
just is not enough room. A roundabout would not ease any congestion and would make more 
congestion at certain times when the school at Rotcher starts and finishes. I am sure there are 
cheaper and easier alternatives to ease the traffic Holmfirth gets ( mainly when Woodhead Pass is 
shut ) 

Holmfirth town centre is relatively small with quaint little roads but due to car parking issues around 
the town it has an implementation to traffic trying to drive through the town. It is also used as a 
short cut for big HGVs when road closures elsewhere have been closed or there has been an 
incident. From observation majority of traffic coming through the town isn't local residents or people 
visiting but used as a thoroughfare to get elsewhere. The purposed plans are to assist this traffic 
but to the expense of the town and its quaintness. I'm a new mother and recently had to move onto 
the road in hollow gate to allow another mother with her pram and other small child as the 
pavements are narrow. If the purposed plans go ahead how would such situations be resolved if it's 
the one way system for heavy traffic including the HGVS and buses. 

They are NOT improvements,These proposed plans will turn the town into a RAT RUN for HGV's 
and the traffic will be far worse than it has ever been. 

I am writing to ask that the new proposals for Holmfirth Town Centre don’t go through. I live and 
work in Holmfirth. 
 
This is destruction of the infrastructure and character of our beautiful town.  the scheme will change 
for the worse the historically important Hollowgate area of town in the pursuit of easier access for 
through traffic, especially large lorries.  
 
You pose very leading questions. Firstly, the majority of questions ask about travelling through 
Holmfirth. This immediately sets out the Kirklees agenda as one which is not at all interested in 
getting people into Holmfirth. We are asked “What is your main reason for travelling through 
Holmfrth town centre?” but, given that we live, work and shop here, all the answers are applicable 
but we are allowed to choose only one. A better question would have been created by adding an 
“s” to “reason” and allowing us to tick as many as apply. A later question asks “Please rate your 
experience of congestion in Holmfirth town centre:”. The possible responses (Very High to No 
opinion) render this question absolutely incomprehensible and , therefore, meaningless. 
 
Hollowgate is, essentially, the heart of our town, the central setting for Folk, Food and Arts 
Festivals which bring huge profits (financial and otherwise) into Holmfirth. This will be sacrificed in 
the cause of more rapid transit through town with no thought for where these festivals might 
relocate their events. We are promised “a more attractive environment for residents, businesses 
and visitors” which will not happen, it will kill off a focal part of town, ignoring the traffic flow on 
Rotcher (which includes small schoolchildren coming and going to Nab School)? 
 
Sometimes drivers might have to queue for a while, but usually only when other major routes are 
blocked such as the a628 or the M62. Such delays are inevitable in a town which is (incredibly) 
over a 1000 years old. The same problems exist in Buxton, Bakewell and Hebden Bridge which, as 
we should, build up and retain the positive, historic and unique character of their town that brings in 
tourists and money to their area. 
 
In times when climate is key and we should be looking to promote alternative, more efficient, 
sustainable and clean ways to travel I feel this plan is in direct contradiction to some of Kirklees 
councils other aims. It does not encourage cleaner safer travel nor promote clean air and safe 
pedestrian and cyclist routes. It does the opposite, encouraging and making it easier for traffic 
flowing through to expand rather than use the air monitored and managed motorways. If anything 
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elements of Holmfirth should be pedestrianised making a cleaner, safer environment for residents, 
pedestrians, children and tourists to build the economy.  
 
Turning Hollowgate into a ‘roundabout’ will be a detriment to the business along there also. It will in 
turn be dangerous and cause injuries and even deaths.  This is only of benefit to some large lorries 
passing through not of any benefits to residents and businesses. 

Proposed road changes would not benefit Holmfirth and would change the character of the area 
and prevent its use in the community. £4.7 million is a waste of money which could be better spent 
on simpler more effective measures, it would be useful if the engineers understood local needs 
rather than a concrete it over attitude. 

I recognise that traffic can sometimes back up through the town centre however : 
- the times that this is a significant issue are limited, 
- it seems to be less of a problem when the lights are broken  
- there are many alternative routes to avoid the town centre at the few times of the week it is an 
issue.   It is likely the plans will increase the overall traffic flow going through the town centre due to 
the changes.  
 
- it is not clear from the publicly available data that there is an air quality issue that requires the 
level of change to the town centre that is being suggested.  
It is possible to implement some suggestions that would help without destroying the character of 
the town centre including:  
- Removing parking on Victoria Street 
- Banning right turn on Hollowgate bridge 
- Improving pedestrian crossings  
- Improving landscaping of the town centre  

Leave Holmfirth as it is.  

The loss of Hollowgate as a place where festivals and events can be located will have a big impact 
on the town and losing the market, although currently underused, as a venue will mean the loss of 
tourism to the town. 

To push all traffic that wants to access the Huddersfield road  from dunford road through 
hollowgate is ridiculous....the amount of 40ft trucks that take a short cut through Holmfirth it will 
cause chaos....Hollowgate cannot handle this even with the new road !  

I am registered Disabled and mobility can be tricky and whilst I value 3 specific parking bays to use 
when my family are able to drive me - when walking I feel safe on Hollowgate because the traffic is 
lighter and less fast. The enormous lorries that come past my house, at speed, terrify me as they 
would if I was a pedestrian in the proposed new roads in the centre. I need to shop in Holmfirth. 

Congestion is not a major issue in the town.  Even at peak times it rarely takes more than 1 minute 
to get through the town centre.  This scheme is not needed and will do irreparable long-term 
damage to our town and community.  Other cheaper measures such as removing the parking bays 
on Victoria Street, policing the parking restrictions on Huddersfield road and preventing HGVs from 
travelling through the town except for access would have a far more positive impact at a much 
lower cost. 
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This is one of the most ill conceived plans  created by those who have absolutely no idea about 
Holmfirth and its nature I could possibly imagine 
The road could go through Sainsbury and the Post office.....2 hugely disliked buildings which have 
both struggled until recently to have viable tenants. Buy them....bulldoze them. The bus station 
could be in crown bottom car park, and extra car parking at the market building, if KMC is so 
desperate to off load it 
The Zebra crossings are in the wrong place to allow the smooth flow of traffic. Re position 
one...lose the other 
Hollogate MUST NOT become an HGV short cut from the M1 to Manchester 
The road system as is, seems more effective when the traffic lights at the top of Victoria street are 
broken!? 
There has been far too much development in the rural environs without the village roads being 
improved or properly maintained. Patching up a hole is a pathetic effort at repairing a road, and 
monsterous waste of money. If you must fill every gap with houses...sort those roads out 
Junctions like New Mill and the Sovereign (Shepley) have been crying out for and promised 
improvement for 40 years, use the money for that. 
I urge that the authorities do not spend the money available on a crazy ill conceived plan like this 
which will rip the guts out of Holmfirth and make it even more congested than it is now. 
Holmfirth has a high shop occupancy, which could be higher if it followed the example of 
Brighouse. Brighouse had the land to be able to change the road system. This made Brighouse 
quieter...but the local traders compensated for that with more events, although Calderdale MBC 
seem intent on killing it with parking charges. 
Please KMC allow Holmfirth to flourish, Do not allow encourage more traffic to come through 
Holmfirth and PLEASE do not implement an ineffective scheme akin to that in Milnsbridge 
BACK TO THE DRAWING BOARD!!! 

I do NOT consider this Proposed Access Plan for Holmfirth centre to be an improvement, nor do I 
believe it to be justified. I am of the firm opinion that it will be detrimental to Holmfirth, its residents 
and its visitors. 
 
This proposal appears to be targeted at increasing traffic flow, removing a valuable community 
space and creating a no-go area in Holmfirth centre. 
 
On the daily evidence of my passage through Holmfirth by car, bicycle and as a pedestrian; I have 
yet to be convinced of the need to address traffic flow. Only on occasions of community activities - 
such as Art Festival, Festival of Folk, local group parades - is traffic flow reduced to allow safe 
movement of people and to facilitate visitor parking. At most other times traffic is minimal and 
queues are evident only during morning and evening 'rush hour' times - in line with all other local 
towns! Large commercial vehicles do create congestion due to their size on our narrow roads and 
larger turning circles in navigating tight corners - neither of these difficulties are addressed in the 
proposals. Narrow roads and awkward bends, such as Hollowgate and Huddersfield Road 
(opposite Bloc) will remain areas of constriction. 
 
The Market building in Holmfirth is a valuable community building that has been used, in the past, 
to house stalls and events. It has been sadly run down by Kirklees MC as a viable space by 
gradually eroding its value to our local community. Limited marketing, poor promotion and weak 
management have created an opportunity, in the proposals, to remove it from Holmfirth for an 
unwanted road development. Funds would be better spent on discussing with our community ways 
and means of renovating, improving and opening access to this amenity! 
 
Many of our local children walk through Holmfirth and up Rotcher Road to the Primary School at 
the Nab. The proposals do not take their pedestrian access or personal safety into proper 
consideration. Hollowgate is already a narrow road with a single pavement - having adults and 
children (dogs and pushchairs) next to a one way road where ALL vehicles large and small are in 
transit is a danger to ALL non-road users. This doesn't even account for bicycle use - where since 
the 'Tour De France/Yorkshire' there has been a substantial increase in pedal powered traffic! 
Commercial premises on Hollowgate, particularly on the river Holme road side, are tricky to use 
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now - they will suffer from large moving vehicles, noise and environmental pollution with the 
proposal. They pay their business rates - they deserve recognition of their rights - and users to their 
safe access. 
 
In conclusion, Holmfirth is a community and should not be seen as an opportunity to make it easier 
for traffic to pass through. As a community, Holmfirth has commercial and public interests in seeing 
better parking for visitors to enjoy our town; building on our reputation for TV locations, Yorkshire 
architecture, varied commerce and solid community activities. The proposals undermine all of these 
features and potentially destroy our town. What has happened to forward thinking on the 
environment, fostering community spirit and promoting travel alternatives? This is a misdirected 
proposal against the will of the community and should be shelved. 

From the plans, I believe that the current line of traffic which sometimes form at the lights at Victoria 
Street onto Town gate will not be resolved because the traffic will simply moved to the new road 
and back down Hallowgate and ultimately, at  very busy times, block the new round about. 
 
My other concern is that Hallowgate will become a much busier street. It is and always will be one 
of the narrower roads in Holmfirth. The increased traffic forced onto the road would make it 
extremely difficult for pedestrians to walk along the pavement especially, groups including passing 
each other, parents and children, push chairs, wheelchair uses  
I would also raise a similar concern about the inclusion of new roads and junctions to cross in the 
centre of Holmfirth  
 
The preferred option would permanently remove the use of the market and Hallowgate to use in all 
future events in Holmfirth. Such events give Holmfirth a unique personality and play a huge role in 
attaching visitors, business and new residents to the area.  

At peak times the queue for the traffic lights will back up to the new roundabout making the exit 
from Dunford Road as difficult as it is currently.  
Hollowgate is too narrow for lorries. 

1. This will significantly increase risk of pedestrian accidents/ deaths. The proposed plan increase 
traffic in proximal to a school that already has poor pedestrian safety. 
2. It will damage an area of cultural and historic significance - Hollowgate 
3. It will not significantly improve traffic in other areas.  
4. They are not improvements! 

Best thing for my hometown  

Removal of free parking spaces is ludicrous (I assume parking on Hollowgate will also be reduced) 
Even more encouragement for people to park free at Aldi or Lidl. 
 
If we keep allowing charity shops and hairdressers to occupy vacant buildings there are less and 
less reasons for visitors to come anyway. 

I think the improvements would greatly effect the quality of living, shopping and working in 
Holmfirth.With little effect on traffic speeds as extra capacity soon gets filled up with more traffic 
using Holmfirth from other congested routes. 
Turning the centre into a roundabout is a horrible idea and losing a valuable resource like the 
market would be detrimental to the community. 
The plans seem to show little thought to pedestrians, by widening the pavements where there is 
reasonable room  already and adding more traffic next to the narrowest sections. 
I realise having traffic wardens would come from another budget but they would have a real and 
cost effective improvement of the flow of traffic as the current restrictions are hardly ever enforced. 
I realise a huge road improvement budget must be tempting to spend but in this case less is more, 
a few small changes like changing the parking on Victoria st to loading only and pavement bollards 
could help.As a resident for 21 years living near the centre of Holmfirth I think it would be best to do 
nothing rather than ruin the centre with such a small if any gain. 
Thanks 
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The roundabout at the bottom of Dunford Road is a strong part of the scheme as - at present - 
there is considerable confusion over who has priority 
 
Otherwise, in my opinion the scheme significantly detracts from Holmfirth, would make life less 
attractive for residents and will not significant help ease congestion.  I think it is a terrible idea to 
effectively to make Hollowgate the main through road.  This street has considerable curb appeal 
(one of the things that makes Holmfirth such an attractive place to live) and is central to many of 
the arts events and festivals for which we are known.  Second, I can see no sensible way for 
primary school children and their parents to access the school up Cartworth round.  When I asked 
about this at consultation I was told they would cross on Dunford Road which itself is congested in 
the mornings.  Finally I cannot see how the large lorries such as Pelvin will make the right hand 
turn on Hollowgate or how long queques will not form from the junction with the main Huddersfield 
road.  In short the plan is to lose a great amenity for Holmfirth, make access to the primary school 
more dangerous for dubious traffic flow benefits 
 
Holmfirth residents often joke that the traffic flows better when the lights aren't working and - from 
my daily commute up Victoria Street have experienced the problems short/inappropriate phasing 
causes.  So I would start by looking at this as an alternative. 
 
Basically the issue in Holmfirth - and in virtually every part of the UK - is too many cars on roads 
which were designed by Victorian;s for horses and carts.  I think in the minds of most congestion is 
an inevitable consequence of modern life which will not be significantly solved with changes to the 
road lay out.  Most people just accept that's the way it is now. 

Proposals just shift the pinch points further along.  Heart of the town would be ripped out 

I'm concerned that Hollowgate is too narrow for large vehicles and this will cause problems for 
pedestrians. Also traffic will get stuck on the new bridge waiting to turn right. This will cause traffic 
to back up on Hollowgate and towards the new mini roundabout. 
Also I feel this scheme will encourage more heavy traffic to use Holmfirth as a 'rat run.'  

The A628 is woefully inadequate for the volume of traffic that uses it. Because of this I believe this 
scheme would ruin the community of Holmfirth and actually create more through traffic as people 
and large lorries would use Holmfirth as a commuting route between Sheffield and Manchester. 

The town should be left as it is to ensure the uniqueness of the place is preserved 

I dont think it will solve the traffic and it will spoil the centre of Holmfirth for ever 

They will adversely affect the centre for residents in several ways eg. Loss of our market and the 
historic character of Hollowgate both used for local festivals and independent business used by 
tourists and locals alike.  Encouraging more traffic into more areas is neither safe nor appealing to 
visitors and residents. The scheme will destroy so much just for the possibility of slightly shortening, 
or relocating delay for passers through.  Traffic delay here is very time specific and reasonably 
short. Whereas the damage done to our town will be  forever. As we say..a sledgehammer to crack 
a nut.! 

I vehemently oppose the scheme. It will waste much needed council money and will actually make 
the traffic problem worse in Holmfirth. Traffic needs to by pass the centre of the town completely to 
improve the centre 

Moving of the pedestrian crossing is welcomed and will reduce the risk of accidents as the current 
layout means a lot is going on on one small area. Hollowgate is a key feature in holmfirth and 
increasing traffic flow on that road is not not going to be positive. It is also a key area during 
festivals etc, which would surely not be able to continue in that location if the new plans are 
implemented. While it is welcomed that thought is being given to investing in holmfirth as a resident 
and regular commuter any congestion issues are hugely outweighed by the traditional, quirky and 
exciting personality that the town has. While the proposed changes may speed up the journeys of 
those passing through the town it will be a negative effect for those living in and visiting it. Money 
has been spent on creating this plan, but that does not mean that a development has to take place. 
Planning, consulting, and finding out that the status quo is the best option is a perfectly acceptable 
outcome.  
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Change of zebra crossing to close to bus station would be safer. 
New bridge etc could act to encourage more traffic. 
Reduction in parking on Victoria Street would be an improvement. 
Change in traffic lights could cause difficulties.  

I don't think a roundabout will work at the bottom of Dunford Road and there will be too much traffic 
down Hollowgate, which is a narrow road 

Above you have outlined 4 objectives of the access plan but as it stands the only one that seems to 
be getting any focus is traffic which doesn't necessarily benefit those in / from Holmfirth but those 
using as a thoroughfare. We can't see any evidence of making the environment more attractive for 
residents, business and visitors - infact the removal of the market with no alternative suggests you 
are doing the opposite. With regard to access, the removal of short-stay parking on Victoria St & 
Hollowgate will have a detrimental impact on (i) residents hoping to make a quick visit to town and 
(ii) to local businesses. 
 
1. Additional parking in Holmfirth is already a local need - plans seem to reduce parking 
opportunties 
2. Some routes (e.g. Hollowgate) have designated spots for commercial waste bins - no 
consideration given to alternative locations 
3. Narrow roads raise questions around viability of 2 lanes of traffic on Hollowgate 
4. Loading bays - whilst useful - will infact be beneficial for a max of one hour per day...doesn't feel 
warranted given this is at the expense of local parking which would be utilised all the time . Risk is 
more vehicles will park on streets / outside bays and block traffic - particularly Victoria St 
5. Driving people away from Holmfirth town centre - With Coop, Lidl & soon to open Aldi on 
Huddersfield Road, trade continues to be diverted out of Homfirth town centre. This reduces 
likelihood of visitors and residents using and supporting local businesses and impacts the village as 
a whole. 
6. Disruption caused by such a centralised scheme 
7. Traffic restrictions - one of the key issues is that Holmfirth is use as a throughfare for HGV's  - 
can this be restricted?  
8. Impact to local events and festivals - a unique feature for Holmfirth 
9. New roads could have the opposite effect in resulting in even more traffic 
10. New routes will isolate some businesses on Victoria St and Hollowgate if cars cannot stop 

I believe the improvements will be pointless, and a better plan could be made to reduce traffic.  

The focus of the scheme appears to be to reduce journey times through Holmfirth whereas the aim 
of the scheme should be to further the development of the area.   Holmfirth is situated in an 
attractive location and entices visitors for a variety of purposes, albeit at present on a small scale.   
Holmfirth is popular with walkers, cyclists and still attracts day visitors because of the association 
with the Last of the Summer Wine series.  It would be wise to capitalise on that recognition.  A 
scheme to facilitate visits to the area should be considered instead of the proposed new bridge.   
Identifying the types of visitors and catering to their needs would present the local authority with the 
best opportunity to maintain and improve income from the area.   
 
Taking this scheme forward would remove one of the key facilities available to enable this - the 
market building which is at present under-utilised.   
 
Access to Holmfirth for visitors is difficult.  Reinstating the rail link is no longer feasible however it 
could be made easier to access the closest station which is Brockholes.  At the moment getting to 
this station requires a strenuous walk and getting to Holmfirth from there without a car is unlikely for 
visitors.  A small dedicated bus calling at the station would facilitate visitors and enable commuting 
to Leeds and Sheffield without using a car, reducing traffic through the congested centre.   

Making Holligate a one way street is very stupid. 250 pupils go to school To Nabb school up 
Roacher. This will result eventually in the death of a child due to the heavy traffic passing the 
bottom of the road. During the Food and drink and Folk festival the roads willl not be able to be 
closed this will reduce the number of people attending so therefore reduce investment and shops 
will have reduced income  
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I am generally in favour of the new bridge which will cross the river and this will hope fully alleviate 
traffic wishing to travel from Dunford Road, Station Road/Towngate to the upper Holme Valley or 
over to Greenfield (A635) and Holme and onwards into Derbyshire (A6024). It is a shame that the 
market hall (former chapel) would go, althjough it is underused and the civic hall could function as a 
pop up market hall. 
 
Please do not make Victoria Street one way only. If Hollwogate ever had a problem as traffic enters 
to cross then new bridge, this would lead to total log jam and i believe that we also need to bear in 
mind that all traffic heading to the A6024 by this route would potentially damage the relatively 
intimate character of Hollowgate.  
 
the new link would I believe, lessen demand on Victoria Street and so it will still be capable of 
accomodating traffic turning onto the A6024 and heading towards Huddersfield. Left turners at this 
junction cause problems with larger vehicles' swept paths and so they could helpfully use the new 
road link. 
 
I do very much welcome the relocation of the  pedestrian crossing from outside Kayes ironmongers 
to the point proposed near the bus station entrance. This crossing is badly sited at present and as a 
motorist I notice that pedestrians crossing can result in a log jam at the junction. Also, as vehicles 
come round the corner from Victoria Street, they are almost on top of the crossing before they 
know it, it I believe that this is hazardous.  
 
I do not believe that it is necessary to narrow the carriageway on Victoria Street. Please do through 
relocate taxi parking as this can be a nightmare. I do though appreciate that by widening the 
footways, tyhe public realm element will improve.  
 
Finally, please don't bother with the roundabout proposal. Very large vehicles coming through the 
town (typically 'Plevin' trucks will just drive over it. Surely easier to maintain lanes for right turning. 
 
Overall, a welcome investment, albeit some minor tweaks required. Many will want no changes at 
all, although it should be noted that the side of Towngate adjacent to the river was once occupied 
by shops, as was the Victoria Street bridge at the end of Hollowgate. 

Nothing about these ‘improvements’ actually improves the town - only the access through it 

Scheme will cause considerable disruption, with the potential for long term detriment and is unlikely 
to achieve the intended benefits even in terms of traffic flow. The proposals show little 
understanding of what it is that makes Holmfirth attractive to residents, businesses and visitors. 
See detailed submission by HVS. 

They will not improve the problems which are from parking on Victoria road and the use of 
Holmfirth by large vehicles.  Making it easier for traffic on Huddersfield Road will only increase 
traffic. 

In general I think the proposals are the best of those considered. BUT - 
- the position of the mini roundabout at the Dunford Road junction makes it awkward for turning 
right from Victoria Street. 
- Holmfirth thrives on the several annual festivals when Hollowgate is closed to traffic.  Do you 
propose an alternative for the stalls that will be displaced?  And will it be less safe for pedestrians 
during the festivals? 
- When the Woodhead Pass is closed by snow or road accident the traffic is diverted through 
Holmfirth.  Have you taken this into account and would this scheme cope with that excess traffic in 
Hollowgate? 

There is no longer a heart to the town due to the volume of traffic directed through the town. The 
proposed plan will not improve this. There is no area of the town that is traffic free or low volume of 
traffic and this means there is no centre to the town allowing for an ambiance that encourages 
visitors to allow the town to thrive.  

I think they will completely kill the atmosphere holmfirth has and destroy businesses  

This scheme should not proceed.  It will not improve Holmfirth, but it will make it more difficult for 
locals and less desirable to visit for tourists. Please think again.  
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As above 

Use of Hollowgate as main route seems like a bad idea. It’s a very narrow road which will be 
unsafe as a main route through. It is also closed at times for festivals which would no longer be 
possible. We would loose the market hall which is used for community events. The proposals seem 
to detract from the character of Holmfirth. Turning it effectively into a large roundabout. The 
prposals do not also make any allowances for bikes. 

Holmfirth is a thriving community. It does not need to change.  

Congestion insufficient to warrant expenditure & disruption. 
No previous consultation with residents.  
The proposal would prob increase traffic and speed of traffic. 
Proposal based on needs of vechiles NOT residents or visitors. 
Impact on Hollowgate is negative and would have detrimental impact on atmosphere of town centre 
and tourist trade eg festivals  

I’m concerned about the impact on Hollowgate of HGVs and how any vehicle will safely negotiate 
exiting Rotcher. I also struggle to see how larger vehicles will turn out of the link road without 
causing significant tailbacks which will block up the rest of the road system.  

The roundabout at bottom of Dunford Road would cause more problems that it solves and the new 
road would just turn the town centre into a larger congested roundabout and take the soul out of the 
area (very similar to the hole in the road in Sheffield ,useless) The money could be better spent in 
joining forces with other councils to relieve the traffic problems outside the small towns in this area 
eg make the Woodhead pass road better because when that has a problem so does Holmfirth. 

See above! Hollowgate, goose green, hollowgate, Holmfirth junior school.  

I strongly believe that this scheme will be detrimental to the town and damage the fabric of the 
village like community.  I strongly oppose these changes taking place. 

We are in a Climate Emergency and the Council has itself declared a Climate Emergency  We 
should not be building more roads to accommodate the motor car and cause more air pollution. 
The centre of Holmfirth is getting ruined by traffic and this measure will only increase traffic in teh 
centre of Holmfirth. Please consider alternatives and ways to get people out of cars and into public 
transport and bikes.  

Calling them proposed improvements is a bit of an assumption - they are proposed changes! 
The plan has not been  thought through. Access up and down  Rotcher off Hollow gate  will be a 
major issue, especially with Holmfirth junior school up there. No facilities for crossing the road. 
Traffic along hollowgate will be constant especially at busy times.  
Hollowgate is too narrow, pedestrians will be endangered. It's also one of the most attractive 
streets and used in festivals and community events.  
The congestion issues happen when there are accidents on other major Pennine routes - Dunford 
road then suffers horrendously and this plan won't help with that in the slightest.  
With the proposed one way system Holmfirth would so easily become one big gridlocked 
roundabout. Extra paving down Victoria Street won't be much good - who is going to want to sit and 
look at traffic?!  
Dunford road gets congested just with 2 buses trying to pass each other - have you looked to see if 
changes can be made to the bus time tables?  
There is an alternative plan designed by Rachel Lee which I know has been passed to you which 
preserves the centre of Holmfirth and has looked at  traffic flow - this seems much better thought 
out.  
I think your plan cuts up Holmfirth for the benefit of the traffic and roads and the community will lose 
out.  
I think improvements could be made by moving zebra crossings further up towngate towards 
station road.  
And the main traffic lights often seem to change randomly which causes traffic to build up 
Kirklees council should be looking to support the local community and make the area more 
attractive, not less attractive 
I really do not want my town to end up looking like brighouse!   
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You only have to look at the one way system in Milnsbridge to see the huge back-up of traffic at 
peak times. 
Perhaps the person who proposed these plans should actually take a look at Milnsbridge at peak 
times. They should also take a visit to Holmfirth, which I am lead to believe they haven't prior to 
proposing these improvements (and may not have as yet) 

I strongly object to this scheme as do my neighbours and the majority of parents at my children 
primary school in Holmfirth. My objections are numerous and in no particular order: 
1. My own and many other children walk down Rotcher lane from school to cross Hollow gate at 
various different points to get home or to meet parents. The road is relatively quiet at the moment 
and cars necessarily have to travel slowly down that road. The scheme would increase the flow and 
speed of traffic causing significant hazards to many children. 
2. The traffic in Holmfirth isn't that bad. If you travel to other places much it is clear that congestion 
is much worse in the majority of other towns. The increased volume of traffic would outbalance the 
effect that reducing standing traffic would have on pollution. Surely a scheme to get people walking 
more, using bikes or using buses would be a better use of the funding. There is a limited support 
for people on bikes as it is, with poor cycle lanes and badly surfaced roads. 
3. The congestion is worse now because the traffic lights at junction of Victoria street and 
Huddersfield Road were changed - when the lights stopped working a few years ago interesting 
there was no congestion because people just used their own sense of safe driving and intuition 
across the main cross roads. 
4. Traffic is often worse because of lorries and cars trying to find a short cut to and from the 
motorway off the Woodhead pass - restricting access would be much better than making this option 
even easier for lorries and therefore increasing traffic in the centre of Holmfirth. 
5. Despite its underuse the market is still used and could be better used if some of the intended 
investment for this were put into it to support renovations, marketing and community activity. The 
fruit and vegetable market is heavily used. 
6. During the year there are several festivals, parades and events that help to make Holmfirth what 
it is and give it a sense of community, identity and a celebration of its heritage. These festivals and 
events include, critically, closing Hollowgate. The scheme would make this more or less impossible. 
7. Holmfirth is considered as a historic town with a particular feel to it that will be significantly 
changed through this scheme. The community is trying to make the best of its assets through use 
of the Civic Hall, The old Adult Education Centre and other community spaces that are now being 
well used for creative purposes. We want the structure of the town to remain as it is rather than 
attempting to alter is underlying sense of place. Restricting car access rather than increasing it and 
creating more pedetrian areas is the solution. 
8. Since the councils preferred option is one they suggest they don't have a budget for at the 
moment I object very strongly to having my council tax increased to pay for this or any other option. 

1. If you were visiting any shops on Hollowgate, from New Fold through to The Elephant & Castle, 
you can drive there, but then have no way of coming back into town, unless you do a U-turn in 
Lower Mill Lane, or on Hollowgate.  Otherwise your only option is to go over Hollowgate Bridge and 
turn left.  It is unacceptable to assume that Lower Mill Lane is a default turning space, and 
Hollowgate is far too narrow. 
2. Hollowgate is currently used as a ‘rat run’ for drivers trying to avoid the delay of the left turn at 
the traffic lights on Victoria Street. The new road in its proposed formation means traffic will still 
have the option of either using Hollowgate as a ‘rat run’ or using the new road to turn left onto 
Huddersfield Rd. maintain the rat run down Hollowgate and left from Hollowgate Bridge onto Hudd 
Rd.  All this will achieve is moving the congestion onto Hollowgate, so rather than providing a 
solution, the plans move the congestion onto the narrowest road in the town (Hollowgate) which is 
also used as a rural school route and main pedestrian route. 
3. As a resident of Lower Mill Lane, this solution would mean that in order to take my kids to the 
High School, or anywhere on the far side of town, I have to drive half way down Hollowgate, then 
give way in order to access the new road, and then give way to turn right onto Huddersfield Rd and 
back round Victoria Street.  There are no traffic lights, or yellow boxes on this route from what I can 
see, leaving you at the mercy of the drivers already on the road.  We don’t stand a chance of 
getting anywhere very quickly. 
4. Hollowgate currently has a vehicle length restriction imposed.  Will this remain, or a weight limit 
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be introduced?  With the new scheme HGV’s and buses will have to go through Hollowgate to 
cross town.  Even with wider pathways this road is so narrow, that is dangerous given the number 
of children using that area to go to and from Nab school.   
5. The new road has an insufficient turning circle to the left for buses and HGV’s 
6. New road – no traffic signals to allow free flow of traffic onto Hudd Rd means it’ll just get 
congested in other places 

I strongly object to this scheme as do my neighbours and the majority of parents at my children's 
primary school in Holmfirth. My objections are numerous and in no particular order: 
1. My own and many other children walk down Rotcher lane from school to cross Hollow gate at 
various different points to get home or to meet parents. The road is relatively quiet at the moment 
and cars necessarily have to travel slowly down that road. The scheme would increase the flow and 
speed of traffic causing significant hazards to many children. 
2. The traffic in Holmfirth isn't that bad. If you travel to other places much it is clear that congestion 
is much worse in the majority of other towns. I run The Children's Art School in Holmfirth and 
children are rarely late due to traffic problems. The increased volume of traffic would outbalance 
the effect that reducing standing traffic would have on pollution. Surely a scheme to get people 
walking more, using bikes or using buses would be a better use of the funding. There is a limited 
support for people on bikes as it is, with poor cycle lanes and badly surfaced roads. 
3. The congestion is worse now because the traffic lights at junction of Victoria street and 
Huddersfield Road were changed. 
4. Traffic is often worse because of lorries and cars trying to find a short cut to and from the 
motorway off the Woodhead pass - restricting access would be much better than making this option 
even easier for lorries and therefore increasing traffic in the centre of Holmfirth. 
5. Despite its underuse the market is still used and could be better used if some of the intended 
investment for this were put into it to support renovations, marketing and community activity. The 
fruit and vegetable market is heavily used. 
6. During the year there are several festivals, parades and events that help to make Holmfirth what 
it is and give it a sense of community, identity and a celebration of its heritage. These festivals and 
events include, critically, closing Hollowgate. The scheme would make this more or less impossible. 
7. Holmfirth is considered as a historic town with a particular feel to it that will be significantly 
changed through this scheme. The community is trying to make the best of its assets through use 
of the Civic Hall, The old Adult Education Centre and other community spaces that are now being 
well used for creative purposes. We want the structure of the town to remain as it is rather than 
attempting to alter is underlying sense of place. Restricting car access rather than increasing it and 
creating more pedestrian areas is the solution. 
8.  The busiest times are during festival weekends and as a resident of Holmfirth I support these 
events. Parking on the edges of Hoilmfirth for these weekends could be looked at to help 
congestion at these busy times. 

Changing the traffic light sequences and timings (e.g. with filters) at Huddersfield Rd/Victoria St. 
and removing the pointless parking bays in Victoria Street would make a useful change to the traffic 
flow at the a/m junction. Channelling traffic up the lower part of Hollowgate with its already tricky 
access for pedestrians will hardly improve traffic flow but will present a real obstacle and risk to 
pedestrians accessing all the excellent businesses beyond. A mini roundabout is unlikely to 
improve flow at the foot of Victoria St. Vehicles already wait courteously to be allowed across the 
junction in all four directions.  At a mini roundabout divers will push through taking what they 
consider to be their priority while others will wait and wait meekly until a gap appears. This is the 
truth about mini roundabouts I fear. 

The proposal may make traffic flow faster but that will inevitably lead to more traffic. This does not 
consider the needs of residents or build on what Holmfirth has to offer. 
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I profoundly disagree with Cllr Peter McBride's assertion that the proposals would be a good thing 
for Holmfirth! This is a nuclear bomb response by the Authority to solve a moderate problem. An 
additional road bridge on Hollowgate  would have the opposite effect to the stated hoped-for 
outcomes in terms of easier traffic flow. A beautiful, distinctive area of our town, well used by 
pedestrians, and a key area for the many events held in the town, would be vandalised for the sake 
of traffic. Improving air quality would not be met by this scheme. On the contrary, experience surely 
shows that "improving" traffic flow merely serves to attract and increase heavier traffic with the 
inevitable (obvious?) effects on air pollution. 
It would not bring prosperity to our town- visitors come because of the current lovely facilities and 
look of our existing layout, so the obliteration of a key area (including the loss of our market, which 
is already being cynically rundown) would be disastrous. We need our councillors to look to the 
well-being of all their residents and visitors, not just anonymous Big Business and rush-through 
trucks and lorries. 

You seem to be proposing to turn Holmfirth town centre and historic conservation area into a 
roundabout for heavy traffic.  I think it would be much better to find a way to take the traffic away 
from the town centre - perhaps a total remodelling of the road next to the Co-op which is currently 
horrendous to turn into and out of (Bridge Lane) and make Victoria Street one way. In this way the 
traffic has a small diversion but is not still choking the town centre 

It really makes me wonder whether any of your planners actually drive a motor vehicle. 
There will still be traffic at peak times queing all the way back to the fire station from one direction, 
Greenfield road from another, Station Road from New Mill and Woodhead Road from Holmbridge. 
And when the Woodhead pass from Sheffield to Manchester is closed for whatever reason it will be 
absolute chaos.   

I am a resident of Holmfirth and a business owner in the centre of Holmfirth - why doesn't your 
questionnaire accommodate this category? Questionnaire is as ill conceived as your proposed 
scheme. What traffic and how much to fix a non problem? When rarely the traffic is backed up 
because of issues on the Woodhead Pass or the M62 what evidence is there that your proposed 
scheme will make a real difference and improve traffic flow - that's worth ripping the heart out of 
Holmfirth?  
If you ever want to see how little traffic there really is in Holmfirth there's a live cam here - spot the 
heavy traffic? https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nr1SBIT-oRk  

Would completely ruin Holmfirth town centre 
We need to get traffic away from the centre as a priority 

I am also concerned about the commercial effect of the construction phase and the affect on events 
like the Folk Festival, Food & Drink festival - at these events we are free to close Hollowgate to 
traffic, under the new scheme this would not be possible. 

With proposed interventions Hollowgate will become very dangerous place; actually it is more 
walking street - I really think not suitable even with changes for lorry or bus. There are other places 
to improve in Holmfirth - we need safe crossing at the junction of Greenfield Rd with Woodhead Rd 
or put the bumps on Burnlee Rd close to school and pre-school to slow down some speeding 
drivers.  

As above. Your proposed solution is costly and will not improve anything for local residents. Please 
recognise the importance of Hollowgate in our community activities and how your changes will 
impact on the very fabric of our community life 

Lose town character. 
Negative commercial impact. 
Negative environmental impact. 
Negative local community impact. 
Events impaired. 
More and faster traffic. 
Negative safety impact. 

The proposed changes to the traffic flow will make Holmfirth a thorough fare to Manchester. The 
town will suffer from increased traffic which reduces the safety of pedestrians, especially school 
children and elderly will be at risk, not to mention the increase in pollution. The Huddersfield Road 
will become even busier which will cause a hazard to the many cyclists who use this road as a 



 

307 | P a g e  
 

result of the Tour de Yorkshire and Welcome to Yorkshire initiatives. Surely this is undoing the 
good work done to attract tourism to "God's County" 

The money would be far better spent on repairing the roads than on this scheme. I see no benefit 
whatsoever in it, it has no redeeming features and would not improve either the amenity or make a 
worthwhile benefit to traffic congestion. I strongly disagree with all the reasons you give for making 
the proposal.  

Holmfirth doesn't need an increase in faster traffic through it. The scheme will ruin Holmfirth centre. 
I have met nobody in favour of the plans and will strongly oppose any further developments. (Mr 
Firth and Mr Simms will certainly be losing my vote if they attempt to go ahead with them!) 

I can see no advantage in the proposed scheme. It does not and cannot alleviate the congestion at 
the geographical pinch points in the towns' roads. The problem of the huge wagons driving through 
the town needs to be dealt with somehow on the surrounding trunk roads, before they cause 
congestion in our town. 

best way for all 

I feel that he impact on this scheme on the village centre itself, it's history and appeal, and on  the 
lives of those who live in, are educated inand are visiting have been taken into account.  The plan 
involves  an alteration to Hollowgate, a historic route through Holmfirth and  the destruction of a 
building which is widely used for events, it will also see the passage of  large vehicles across the 
route which many infant and junior school pupils take to school - Rotcher Road from Hollowgate. 
The further loss of parking spaces will make it a less desirable place to visit, losing footfall and 
possibly the closure of more businesses, leaving a Holmfirth a place to pass through rather than 
enjoy. 

Many people have commented about the huge trucks coming through. These plans would only 
increase them. Nobody wants these proposals to go ahead. Nobody wants faster traffic. Nobody 
wants to lose the Market hall. For gods sake Mr Firth/Simms, listen to your voters! 

Consider spending money on cheaper/reasonably priced.  
Bus fares - out onto the Holme Valley 
Park and ride scheme 

Will large traffic be turning right onto main road opposite library i/e/ the new road at Hollowgate 

The plans would divide up the town centre making it less attractive to visitors, harder to walk 
through and more like a through junction for traffic. 

Increasing traffic in Hollowgate which is an important part of Holmfirth heritage should not be an 
option. 
The proposal does not address the problem and seems to have been inadequately researched, 
with no detailed monitoring of traffic flows. It is extremely expensive compared to the above 
suggestion. 

In my opinion these proposals are not improvements.  If the flow of through traffic is improved then 
more through traffic will come.  There are no benefits which compensate tfor ruining the centre of 
the town. 

They will not work. Leave alone 

As above 

Please put a ban on any traffic over 7.5 tonnes.  Whether lorries are diverted along the new 
proposed one-way system of Hollowgate or still use Victoria Road; they find it impossible to make 
the sharp turn. They use the pavement or the wrong side of the road.  Holmfirth is a very popular 
village and there are always lots of pedestrians with dogs and pushchairs who have to jump out of 
the way when these large lorries mount the pavements.  We do not want to loose our market hall - 
this has already been moved once, from the Co-op site and has never been as successful as it was 
before.  Please don't move it again - instead make it easier for people to get a stall there - having 
tried myself I got the feeling that someone on the Council was trying to make it very difficult for stall 
holders in the hope that the market did die so that it could be knocked down. 

They are NOT improvements. The town centre will simply become a large roundabout. 

The proposals for Victoria street parking restrictions etc make sense to implicate in any case. When 
the traffic lights have failed in the past traffic seems to flow quite well. Now the timing of the lights 
seems to cause huge tailbacks and only a feww vehicles get through at a time .Victoria street is the 
main road so why net experiment with a period of no traffic lights , a give way line across the 



 

308 | P a g e  
 

Huddersfield road.  Possibly mini roundabouts, then sort out pedestrian access. A low cost 
solution- perhaps. 

Victoria Street: Agree strongly that parking on the right hand side (approaching the traffic lights) 
should be stopped.  Regarding loading and unloading bays on the left, I feel that this would be 
abused by (as it is today) the "I just need to pop in for" type of motorists.  We need today, and more 
so when the new plans come to fruition, a full time traffic warden for week days and weekends.    

There needs to be a stop on all the massive wagons and lorries that use Holmfirth as a short cut to 
the motorway via Greenfield Road.  A bypass would be best, we get lots of motorway traffic through 
the village every time something happens on the M62.  The wagons and lorries can't manoeuvre 
through our small lanes and endanger people's lives by driving over the pavements and using both 
sides of the road.  Their Satnavs send them down tiny back lanes where they become stuck, 
blocking the road altogether.  It would be better if there was a stop or at least a slow down on all 
the new housing developments in Holmfirth then there wouldn't be as much traffic.  There seems to 
be lots of new housing developments of large family homes but no new GP surgeries, schools, 
dental clinics and other facilities that are already filled to capacity and overloaded.  Perhaps some 
money could be spent on improving the lives of the residents of Holmfirth and not just making it 
easier for people who do not live in Holmfirth to use it as a short cut home. 

All the proposal will mean is more traffic through Holmfirth and more drivers being able to drive 
faster through a small community. No considersation has been made for the number of school 
children who walk in holmfirth to and from home to The Nab and Holmfirth High. There needs to be 
solution that encompasses the needs and safety of the whole community. 

Sounds good. 

The modifications seem to be designed to satisfy the needs of vehicles passing through Holmfirth 
and not the residents.  A mini roundabout at the top and bottom of Victoria Street would suffice.  It 
is remarkable how well the traffic flows at the top of Victoria Street when the lights are out of order 
and on this basis a roundabout would seem the best option. 

 Sending all traffic from Huddersfield will just cause traffic on Dunford Road and Towngate to back 
up. Keeping the Zebra crossing on Town gate will cause traffic to stop  and back up onto the round 
about. Don't alter any roads or build new ones. 

Your scheme would deprive Holmfirth of its unique character and make it like every other small 
urban town in the UK ie boring.We are a community and are very proud of our festivals and events.  
Hollowgate is often the centre for some of these events.  Where would the Farmers' Market go and 
all the stalls for the Food Festival which is growing each year it is held?  Traffic congestion - see 
above.  If car drivers object to sitting in their cars while waiting for the road to clear, they should use 
the bus services or walk.  Holmfirth is a place where we live not somewhere to get through in the 
shortage possible time.  Think again, think about people not traffic, think about the planet.  THINK 
OUT OF THE BOX  

I think they are a sure-fire way to wreck a community.  Increased pollution, heavier traffic and a kick 
in the teeth for Holmfirth local businesses.  This is another nail in the coffin for a town that relies on 
visitors for much of its economy.  I for one would not want to spend time in the middle of a great big 
roundabout - and that's what you're proposing turning the centre of the town into!   

The estimated cost of this scheme seems significant for what would appear to be minimal overall 
improvement and seeks to irreversibly alter key features / landmarks (Hollowgate, market hall) that 
are central to the character of the town and which play a significant part in the towns key 
community events (art festival, festival of folk, food and drink festival) as well as providing an 
important space for local traders who have no fixed retail premises in Holmfirth. 
 
As well as the market hall providing a hub for significant local events that attract many visitors to 
the town, as a local resident I frequent the market every Thursday morning with my children to 
purchase fruit and veg, bread and other goods from local producers and would be disappointed if 
as a local community town we were to lose this facility.  
Whilst the market hall may be a financially unsustainable building for the local council to run, I 
believe that with the right community lead ownership the market could be significantly better utilised 
as a local public space and flourish rather than this being demolished in place or a bridge as is 
proposed by the plan. 
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I would urge the council to  
Ultimately two of the key objectives of this plan ('Ease traffic congestion in Holmfirth' and 'Improve 
efficiency and journey time reliability for all road users') appear to be more focused on making the 
town a traffic through route which seem to be at odds with the objective to 'Create a more attractive 
environment for residents, businesses and visitors'. 

Very expensive scheme which would make the centre of Holmfirth little more than a massive round-
a-bout. Difficult to cross on foot. Loss of market. it MAY improve through through flow of traffic (not 
convinced) but even if it did it would be benefiting those who live elsewhere, not the people of 
Holmfirth.  

I don't think the scheme will actually have any effect on congestion.  Traffic from Dunford Rd and 
the A635 from New Mill will continue to enter Holmfirth at the same rate, and reach the junction with 
the A6024, where right-turning traffic will back up at busy times just as it does now (unless you 
adopt my idea above - but if you did that all the traffic from Honley on the south-bound A6024 
would clog up the centre too). 
And finally Hollowgate being full of traffic would destroy its character as an attractive side-street in 
the town - quite apart from its use as a closable road during festivals. 
Finally (finally), have you considered making Bridge Street one-way from the A6024 to the A635?  
You could make it the main road through Holmfirth, closing the A6024 to south-bound traffic at 
School Street; make traffic from New Mill give way at this (currently dangerous) junction; provide a 
turning-circle in the little long-stay carpark for traffic heading towards New Mill; make Victoria St 
one-way in the opposite direction to your proposals.  And so you wouldn't have to do anything else, 
and thus retain all the character of Holmfirth.  
And, of course, encouraging the use of public transport would help. 

The scheme will deter tourism and shoppers from stopping in Holmfirth and spending. It will 
increase traffic especially HGVs. 
It will be dangerous for junior school children particularly at Nabb school, Rotcher.  
The whole plan especially demolishing the market will mean an end to festivals, events and local 
produce markets etc 
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Holmfirth Town Centre Access Plan – 2019 
[redacted] 
My Response To Your Proposals 
 
Briefly 
• Cyclists – no mention in plan 
• Public transport – no mention in plan 
• Pedestrians- less controlled crossings. No improvement to low and very narrow pavements.  
• Parking and Deliveries 
• Current traffic problems not addressed by plan 
• Trucks and Coaches 
• Traffic Flow; "traffic flows will improve", by how much? 
• Consultation Process flawed 
• Summary 
 
Cyclists 
Bicycles are not mentioned in the Holmfirth Town Centre Access Plan. A shame, as Holmfirth has 
become quite a popular cycling place, and pedalling is good for health.  
 
Cyclists going down a narrow 5m wide Victoria Street will not be able to be passed by vehicles. 
This is already the case on Woodhead Rd. from the traffic lights outside the library; and will 
definitely be the case on the narrow, Hollowgate main road.  
I'm not unhappy at being stuck behind a cyclist, but there will be drivers who are, and there will be 
frustration and accidents.  
 
Why oh why are we not welcoming cyclists to Holmfirth!! 
 
Public Transport 
Not mentioned in the Holmfirth Plan!  
As most car journeys into Holmfirth are local, I'd have thought that good Public Transport would be 
an essential element in easing traffic flow in the town.  
I live on the hillside two miles out of Holmfirth. My car journey takes about eight minutes plus a 
minute or two to park in the Co-op. My bus journey starts with a twenty minute walk down to the 
bus stop, then a ten minute journey to Holmfirth. On the return trip the walk from the bus stop to 
home takes me forty minutes, (Steep hill and heart condition). So a huge improvement in the small 
local buses would be needed to make me consider using the bus.  
There is a bus stop outside Oxfam and another by the Market Hall. Do we need these two stops, 
which both completely block the road, when they are only 100 yards from the bus station?  
Buses turning out of the new road will need to swing right across Woodhead Road to turn left 
towards Holmbridge; there are no traffic lights planned for this new junction!  
A 2.55 metre wide, double-decker bus on 4 metre wide Hollowgate is going to be lovely for 
pedestrians!  
Buses leaving the bus station for Huddersfield will have to go on Hollowgate/New Bridge and then 
turn right, adding to traffic in front of the library. 
 
Pedestrians 
 Hardly a mention, the focus is entirely on vehicular traffic.  
Yes, we'll have a part pedestrianised Victoria St., but with a continuous one-way flow of traffic. We'll 
lose half of Hollowgate to another busy flow of cars, trucks and buses; with, very narrow 
pavements.  
 
Crossings 
We lose 2 of 3 controlled crossings at the top of Victoria St.; there is no controlled crossing at the 
top of the new bridge street; the zebra crossing on Towngate is moved for the convenience of 
traffic; access to the island on Hollowgate is blocked by a planter; crossing the newly busy 
Hollowgate is going to be difficult; there's no crossing on Dunford Rd. They will "improve" the 
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crossing at the bottom of Victoria; it works fine as it is.  
 
Pavements  
Nothing is being done about the very narrow and low pavements on Huddersfield Rd. by Andrews; 
nothing is being done about the very narrow, low, and dangerous pavement on Woodhead Rd. 
across from the library; nothing is being done about the very narrow pavement on the corner of 
Woodhead Rd. across from Ashley Jackson's.  
You plan to widen the very narrow pavements on Hollowgate; that road is currently 4 metres wide; 
a bus or a big wagon is 2.55m; recommended minimum for buses and trucks at crawling speed is 
3.5m. So you've got 0.5m to play with and the pavements will still be very narrow!  
We are being fobbed off with nice York paving and planters!  
(The York paving stones will soon be cracked with delivery wagons parking on them. I know they 
shouldn't, but they will because they won't want to block the road. Pavements must be built to truck 
carrying standards.)  
Nothing in this plan will make Holmfirth a more pleasant and safer place for pedestrians 
 
Parking and Deliveries 
We lost five parking places when they "improved" the Bus Station car park. I think we will lose 
another 15; on Victoria (4), Hollowgate(7), Towngate(3), and the car park opposite the library (1) 
with this scheme.  
We will gain three disabled spaces; is there a need for these? 
These short stay spaces are used by locals who are travelling in to Holmfirth to shop.  
Where will businesses on Hollowgate keep their large wheelie bins? Rubbish collection here will 
completely block the road. 
The proposed 2 space Loading Bays on Victoria and Hollowgate are actually only 1 space for one 
truck; the space outside Kayes Hardware is being reduced from 3 cars to two, making it even more 
difficult for delivery wagons and just big enough for the Last Of The Summer Wine Tour bus.  
The parking for sandwiches outside the bakery on Victoria will stop - a Holmfirth business will lose 
trade.  
Where will the brewery wagon delivering to The PictureDrome or The Old Bridge park?;  
The lost spaces on Hollowgate will stop folk calling in for fish & chips, will they go to Compo's 
instead?;  
The no right turn from the old bridge will affect half the vans collecting from and delivering to 
Wheelsbrook; similarly delivery wagons to Holmfirth Mills and the Elephant & Castle will have to 
turn left no matter where their next delivery is. Where will they turn if their journey is to Huddersfield 
or Sheffield? The turning circle up Greenfield Rd. or a seven point turn on Woodhead? 
 
Current Blockages Not Dealt With By This Plan 
The Kirklees van delivering to the library that regularly blocks Woodhead Rd. at the traffic lights, 
when there's a car park behind the library;  
The bus stop outside Oxfam that regularly blocks Huddersfield Rd. when there's room for a lay-by;  
The bus stop outside the Market Hall that blocks the road will go, to be replaced by a new shelter 
and lay-by on the new bridge road;  
Delivery vans and lorries outside Andrews, not much we can do about that;  
Sainsbury’s wagons come at night, they block Huddersfield Rd., but when there's much less traffic.  
Do we need two bus stops within 100 metres of the bus station?  
Have the planners thought at all about Holmfirth shops and businesses and how this scheme might 
affect their businesses?  
Parking on double yellow lines on Victoria causes jams and is not being dealt with. 
 
Trucks and Coaches 
There will still be the same number of trucks and buses going through the centre of Holmfirth. 
Perhaps they’ll be going through a little faster. 
Nearly all of the LGVs (Large Goods Vehicles) in Holmfirth are delivering or collecting from 
Holmfirth businesses. Very few are going through Holmfirth to get somewhere else. 
(Figures from https://www.dft.gov.uk/traffic-counts/cp.php?la=Kirklees I hope I’ve interpreted them 
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correctly! I’ve assumed that the numbers of LGVs are roughly equal in each direction.) 
There are currently 130 LGV’s a day using Huddersfield Rd., 107 on Station Rd., 93 on Woodhead 
Rd. and 80 using Greenfield Rd.  (I haven’t been able to find any data for Dunford Rd.) 
By the time we get to Holmbridge Parish Church, there are only 7 LGV’s a day, presumably 
delivering to Holme. So the other 86 have all stopped somewhere along Woodhead to do business. 
Up at Wessenden Head there are only 63 LGV’s on Greenfield; the other17 either had business on 
Greenfield or have turned off towards the industrial estate in Meltham Mills. 
Nobody will be sending a truck towards Holmfirth from Honley to then turn left up Station Road 
unless it is a local delivery. Similarly there will be no trucks from Sheffield going through Holmfirth 
to get to Huddersfield. 
 
Trucks and buses are up to 2.55 metres wide. The roadway in Hollowgate is currently 4 metres 
wide; you plan to widen the pavements here thus narrowing the roadway. The pavements will still 
be very narrow. 
 
A large truck has an external turning circle of about 12.5 metres, with the internal circle at 5.5 
metres. These trucks will need to use the whole width of the road (as they do turning left from 
Victoria) as they turn out of the new bridge street. They will nearly be back on their own side of the 
road as they get to the tight corner by ??????? 
Yet! There are no lights planned for the New Bridge/Woodhead junction! 
 
Coaches at 13.5 metres and double-decker buses at 11.5m have similar turning circles. 
 
Very wide and long low-loaders delivering construction plant to waterworks or construction sites up 
the valley will really struggle. What will a 3 metre wide wagon carrying a bulldozer feel like on 
Hollowgate if you are in a wheelchair or pushing a pram? 
As will the over-long circus wagons and trailers going to the Cattle Market to perform each year. 
 
I struggle to find anything in your plans that will ease the flow of LGV’s 
 
Traffic Flow 
Data from:         https://www.dft.gov.uk/traffic-counts/cp.php?la=Kirklees 
(Again, I have assumed that the number of vehicles are roughly equal in each direction; so that of 
the 10,000 vehicles per day on Huddersfield Rd., half are heading towards Honley, half towards 
Holmfirth.) 
There are several traffic count points in Holmfirth. The DfT does not count every year, but 
estimates from previous data some years. I’ll presume that they are reliable. 
There was no data on traffic flow on the Holmfirth Town Centre Access Plan page on the internet; 
nor was there any at the display in the library. 
 
All vehicles, daily average: 
Huddersfield Road, (by the tennis club):            10,323 
New Mill Road, (towards the High School):         7,468 
Greenfield Road, by Upperthong School):            7,007 
Woodhead Road, (by the Cattle Market):            4,860 
The stretch of Woodhead Rd. by the library:      11,503 
Holmbridge Parish Church:                                    984 
Wessenden Head:                                               3,254 
 
There is no data I could find for Victoria, Dunford Road, Hollowgate or Rocher. 
 
The total number of vehicles will not change with this plan. 
 
There will be no change on Huddersfield Rd., New Mill Rd., Greenfield Rd., or Woodhead Rd. 
Whatever flows on Victoria will be halved. 
Hollowgate will become a main road; I assume more than doubled. 
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Traffic will increase in front of the Library. Traffic that used to turn right at the top of Victoria will be 
taken over the New Bridge, and then turn right past the Library towards Huddersfield. 
 
I honestly can’t see how traffic flow will “improve”. 
If traffic flow does “improve”; that means it will be flowing faster through Holmfirth. 
(And the planners can’t be that confident in their figures or they would have published them!) 
 
Consultation Process 
Very little information on the internet. 
I expected more at the Library but it was exactly the same information but printed out at A3. 
A very meagre display. 
A sales brochure ‘blown up’ to A3.  
No scale drawings.  
An A4 illustration. 
Nothing on traffic flow. 
If this was a planning application for a new house there would be far more detail available to the 
public. 
 
I haven’t been able to get to any of the three meetings at the Civic Hall as I’ve been working away a 
lot recently. 
I’m expected to make a decision on whether or not to support this £4.9 million initiative on such 
sparse information? 
I’m afraid I feel that the consultation is an exercise whose box has to be ticked, and nothing more. 
 
Summary 
Holmfirth is a nice place to live, with lots of new housing developments over the last few years, but 
there are obvious traffic problems.  
The town lost nearly all its textile industry some time ago and has become a dormitory town for 
Huddersfield, Sheffield, Manchester and Leeds. 
We are also a tourist town, once because of the last Of The Summer Wine; more recently, after the 
Tour de France, a good place to cycle and look at nice countryside. The music scene that The 
PictureDrome has built brings visitors from all over West Yorks and Manchester who eat, drink and 
stay in the town. 
We have empty shops and two (soon to be three) supermarkets. They have plenty of free parking, 
but if I want to go to other shops in Holmfirth, I have to pay. 
The heavy traffic and narrow, low pavements do not make Holmfirth pleasant.  
This plan will do nothing to reduce the volume of traffic in the town, merely speed it up a bit.  
Just what us residents, pedestrians and cyclists  want! 
 
There was a very good bookshop in Holmfirth, when the owners retired it closed. Avoiding travelling 
if I can, I began buying my books on the internet, not as pleasant but pretty efficient. I presume that 
one van delivering hundreds of parcels rather than hundreds of people going shopping is an 
efficient way of reducing traffic. 
But, it puts extra strain on our shops. Now there’s a new bookshop, perhaps I have to change back 
again to support Holmfirth rather than a non-tax-paying-multinational. 
 
Many, like me live in the surrounding countryside where there are no bus services and private 
transport is the only option open. Some, like me are trades-people and use a van to carry tools and 
materials, I see no alternative to this. 
It is good that Kirklees and West Yorkshire have looked at easing things in Holmfirth but, this plan 
focuses entirely on traffic flow with little or no thought for cyclists, public transport, pedestrians or 
Holmfirth businesses. 
Our roads are quite often steep and narrow; pavements very narrow or non-existent. The 
topography means that a by-pass for the town would be ridiculously expensive; and, as most of our 
traffic is local, not a useful solution. 
Until we have major change in the provision of public transport and major changes in our attitudes 
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to private transport, I see little chance that we can make Holmfirth a more traffic free and therefore 
pleasanter place. 
Our traffic jams are irritating, but nothing compared to what people in Manchester or Leeds put up 
with.  
 
I fear that this plan will make Holmfirth into a large, square roundabout with a few shops and a car 
park in the middle. 
 
And, if traffic flow is improved, I would guess that people who now drive round the country lanes to 
avoid Holmfirth will start going through the town again, increasing the traffic and taking us back to 
square one. 

My overall concern with this proposal is that the interests of pedestrians, cyclists and other road 
users have been completely subordinated to those of the drivers of cars, trucks and other 
motorised forms of transport. 
It appears that your overriding ambition is to minimise journey times for motorised vehicles through 
the centre of the town at the cost of local pedestrian and other non-motorised road users. This is 
evidenced by your intention to remove the light-controlled pedestrian crossings from the centre of 
Holmfirth at the junction between the top of Victoria Street and Huddersfield Road. 
However, removing the lights will result in consistently higher vehicle speeds along the A6024 
Woodhead Road through the centre of Holmfirth, which will in turn result in more noise, more air 
pollution and greater danger to non-motorised road users and pedestrians. Similarly, re-routing the 
existing southbound traffic along Hollowgate without any form of traffic calming is going to have 
very adverse effects; Hollowgate is a narrow road with high buildings on either side where traffic 
fumes will build up along with noise; Hollowgate has very restricted room for pedestrians and traffic 
as it is - it was never built in the anticipation that 40-ton lorries would pass through it. I imagine that 
the owners of the various businesses that are based on Hollowgate are appalled at the proposals 
and the impact they will have on their trading conditions. 
Removing the pedestrian crossing lights from the junction of Victoria Street and Woodhead Road 
(A6024) will have a devastating effect on the life of the community of Holmfirth. This is the major 
pedestrian route that links the west side and the east side of the Holme Valley through the centre of 
Holmfirth and is very well used. Removing this crossing will place a formidable barrier right through 
the heart of the community. When I saw the monitoring data on pedestrian flows recorded for the 
preparation of your proposals, I was very surprised to see that pedestrian flows for this light-
controlled crossing were not recorded at all, and that the only pedestrian flow crossing the A6024 
was at the light-controlled crossing near the top of School Street some 200 metres to the north of 
the Victoria Street junction - a crossing which is comparatively little-used. 
Again, looking at the data from your pedestrian survey, I was surprised to see that you had 
monitored unofficial crossing of Hollowgate in the area adjacent to the covered market, but that no-
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one had monitored the unofficial pedestrian crossing of Hollowgate at the foot of Rotcher Road. 
This, of course, is crucially important as it is the crossing used by the majority of children, staff and 
parents who walk to and from the Holmfirth Junior Infant and Nursery School at the top of Rotcher 
Road. As a consequence of this oversight, their needs are not reflected at all in your proposals. 
Given the now widespread use of intelligent satellite navigation systems (eg. Waze, Google Maps 
etc.) your investment in reducing journey times through the centre of Holmfirth will soon be self-
defeating; as journey times fall, more sat-nav users will be directed through the centre of Holmfirth 
than alternative routing options. The result will be a smaller return in terms of reduced journey 
times, and more damage to Holmfirth in terms of heavier traffic, more pollution, more noise, more 
accidents and less amenity. 
Removing the  

My husband and I chose to move to Holmfirth a few years back for it's quaint, small town, 
community based character. We like to walk to/through the town as much as possible, using the car 
when travelling further distances. I don't think the perceived problem of congestion should be 
attempted to be fixed by destroying a local landmark and creating a faster highway. If people 
choose to live in/ around Holmfirth, then they should factor in the traffic congestion at certain times 
of the day /week. I would be happier for the pavements to be made slightly wider and therefore 
safer which would also hopefully encourage people to walk more rather than use their car.  

The timings of the traffic lights on A6024 need adjusting as these have made the congestion worse. 

Just need to add a filter light for turning right when heading into holmfirth from 
Holmbridge area, so both traffic in those directions can both be green 

I welcome the desire to address the pedestrianisation of parts of the town, helping to make it more 
welcoming for both local shoppers and visitors. But surely Hollowgate is a prime candidate for this, 
not to destroy it by directing heavy traffic down it. 
 
Whilst I understand that the money for these proposals is a ‘one-time only offer’, the suggestions 
on offer need much more in-depth research and consultation. To change the character of a town is 
a huge undertaking and I do not feel that any proposal on offer here is the right one. There are 
organisations in the town who are continually working towards a better Holmfirth and I would 
suggest that co-working is the way forward. Even if it does mean that this particular pot of money is 
lost to us. 
 
Or spend the money on making smaller improvements, such as pedestrianisation, solving double 
yellow line issues, delivery congestion issues, speeding issues, bad driving issues. All those issues 
which add up to the greater problem of traffic flow. 
 
Please don’t use a sledgehammer to crack a nut without much more consultation and information 
gathering. 

See above 

I work on Hollowgate Road and I'm just wondering how this will benefit businesses... You're plan is 
to remove parking along Victoria Street and Hollowgate so no longer will customers be able to visit 
these shops quickly. Where will bins go that are currently on Hollowgate for 5 businesses? , how 
are we to take deliveries that come in a HGV?  What about Food Festival and the Holmfirth Festival 
of Folk that generate business? I cannot see how this will help local businesses  

I do not think anything mentioned is a positive and doesn’t need to be made  

I don't see the favoured plan of a roundabout in place of the market hall as an improvement.  I think 
it will be both an eye-sore and inappropriate wrecking the character of the town. 

Hollowgate  
All roads coming into Holmfirth  
Holmfirth centre in general  

Don't do them! Engage with the locals to put a plan that will offer improvement all round and bring 
people TO the town not drive more TRAFFIC through the town. Why would we want that? 
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I believe this scheme will vastly improve Victoria Street but will not solve the congestion problems. I 
can see Holmfirth becomimg the new Milnsbridge where there are always issues at rush hour. The 
main issues that concern me are 
(a) The Rotcher junction. 
(b) The inclusion of a mini roundabout - drivers are always hesitant 
(c) Spoiling the character of the town and in particular the Hollowgate conservation area 
(d) The right turn from Woodhead Road into Victoria Street 
(e) Losing Hollowgate as a venue for Festivals 
(f) An increase in the amount of traffic passing through the town. 
 Not enough has been done to solve the problems by other means. For example 
1. Have delivery restrictions 
2. Fine disabled badge holders who park where they are causing an obstruction 
3. Restrict lorries totally from The Flouch and Sovereign cross roads to Greenfield , or if this is not 
possible, from Hazlehead crossroads to the bottom of Dunford Road. There are regular bottlenecks 
on Dunford Road when 2 large vehicles meet. 
4. Have better traffic light cycles on Woodhead Rd. This lunchtime it was letting about 3 cars a time 
through from the Huddersfield direction. 
5. Have clear alternative routes for when there are closures of the M62, A628 or A57. - the A628 is 
closed this afternoon and lots of traffic is coming through Holmfirth. Traffic between Sheffield and 
Manchester should be directed to use the M1 /M62. 

Suggest implementing partial solution before building bridges. see suggestion above. 

The centre of Holmfirth is a traditional and pretty town centre which does not warrant these 
proposed alterations. I have no difficulty getting through the town centre other than a short wait at 
traffic lights which could be on a better sequence. I am a commuter as well as a resident so I go 
through at various busy times. The time when there is a difficulty is when large lorries try to get 
through the town centre eg, when there is a blockage on Woodhead Pass. This could easily be 
rectified by banning HGVs from driving through the town so that they take a more appropriate route 
over the Pennines. In my view the only two appropriate routes for HGVs are M62 and Woodhead. 
Therefore other routes, like the A635, should be made into “no HGV” routes. The council should be 
putting their efforts into preserving this lovely town and sending large vehicles a more appropriate 
way, not destroying the town for the sake of trucks.  

I will turn holmfirth into one large roundabout 
more traffic bigger lorries  
Very dangerous at the junction of hollowgate 

The scheme disregards the historic nature of the town; Hollowgate especially would be changed & 
lose its character 

A ridiculous scheme that will not enhance Holmfirth or alleviate congestion . A total waste of money 
. Zebra crossings in wrong places. 

As above, this is not a well thought out plan. There is little to recommend this scheme. I totally 
oppose it. 

As above, there needs to be somewhere for children to cross at the bottom of Rotcher Road & 
across Hollowgate & across the bottom of Dunford Road. Continually flowing traffic will make the 
roads more dangerous as will the increased volume of traffic that will cut through Holmfirth on 
commutes if the traffic is faster flowing. The extra traffic will increase pollution which hangs in the 
valley, potentially exacerbating asthma & other health complaints.  
Hollowgate is used at festivals, such as food & drink festival and folk festival. It is part of the 
character of Holmfirth. As it the market. It would be sad to loose these. It seems the plans has the 
potential to reduce tourism & the money this will bring, yet increase traffic of people just driving 
through Holmfirth. I really do not understand how these plans will achieve anything positive.  
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I don't travel THROUGH Holmfirth, I travel TO  it to use its facilities. The scheme will make the 
centre of Holmfirth one big roundabout.  This will not benefit Holmfirth ... what visitor will want to 
come to spend their time on a roundabout; the traffic loading is mostly at rush hour only (and even 
then not every day) and comes from Manchester and Barnsley/Sheffield where Holmfirth is being 
used as rat run (check out the number plates and company names on vans) so these people bring 
no economic benefit to H'firth now as they don't stop to use facilities; enabling through traffic to 
whizz through quicker will mean more traffic and even fewer reasons for people to stop and spend 
money in the town; the pedestrian crossings in the proposals will be removed and made voluntary-
stop crossing points on routes where children have to cross free flowing traffic to get to school; one 
of the proposed ped crossings will be positioned on a blind bend where traffic already comes down 
Station road at speed; pedestrian safety is being sacrificed in favour of traffic; HGVs turning onto 
Hollowgate will be so close to the footpath and the doors of businesses that this will be dangerous 
and diverting traffic down this tiny road will create safety issues for pedestrians leaving pubs and 
eateries where the footpaths are so narrow that people are forced to walk into the road because 
they cannot pass; HGVs turning left off the new proposed cut-through link road will only move any 
congestion to that position as the main Huddersfield road traffic will force them to wait for a gap to 
exit onto it (thus traffic will back up on Hollowgate and up Dunford Rd anyway); making Hollowgate 
a main through route will remove the chance to have the fairs/festivals and other successful cultural 
events that genuinely draw visitors to the town where they spend money with businesses and rent 
accommodation. It will destroy the 'small town' community feel and turn us into a through route for 
the large conurbations on either side. Holmfirth attracts people because of this small town, quirky 
feel - not because it's a freeflowing traffic paradise. I also run a business in Holmfirth and see no 
benefit to my business in creating a traffic hub. Finally, in an era where most enlightened towns are 
pedestrianising areas to encourage cultural development and better air quality, this proposal 
(preferred and ideal) proposes the opposite, cutting residents off from the businesses and facilities 
in their own community. Other measures should be considered .... for example, clear signage 
before vehicles leave the Woodhead pass at Flouch (such as 'centre of Holmfirth unsuitable for 
HGVs etc) to prevent HGVs etc rumbling through Holmfirth, better public transport for residents etc. 
There seems to be a clear case from other traffic easing measures that the creation of bigger roads 
and increased capacity simply leads to more traffic .. in essence traffic fills whatever road space is 
available (motorways 3 to 4 lanes is a classic example).  If this goes ahead it will destroy the very 
thing people come to Holmfirth to experience - both as residents and visitors. I am strongly 
opposed to this proposal in its preferred and ideal forms. I think that we need to avoid simply 
grabbing funding and finding an issue to spend it on, and do some creative solution finding that 
doesn't destroy the essence of the town.    
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Does Holmfirth need this at all.  Yes, there are traffic problems at peak times - but so what ?  If you 
improve the traffic flow you will attract more vehicles using Holmfirth as a route over to Manchester.   
Compared to other towns and cities I have lived, the problems are not so great. 
 
This scheme is a mediocre solution; it will likely benefit traffic congestion but this will be to the 
detriment of the public realm.  The 'gyratory' one way system is just an oversized roundabout; if the 
traffic is flowing as the scheme intends then the shops/facilities within this new roundabout will 
become segregated from the rest of the town. We will never have anything better than Charity 
Shops that occupy these prime spaces. 
 
Plans have no detail as to the quality of finishes and architectural intent which would be 
fundamental to ensuring this really is an improvement to the appearance of the town. 
The scheme needs to permit good traffic flow, but make it clear to everyone that this is a town for 
pedestrians e.g. vehicle route feels to drivers like a pedestrian centre by use of differentiated road 
surfacing / or attractive stone setts. Set  20mph speed limits throughout. Allow pedestrians to cross 
the roads at any point - no guardrails and forcing pedestrians to only use designated crossing 
points (should be like a European / Continental town centre rather than a nanny-state enforced 
segregation of vehicles/pedestrians).  The language of the street treatment should make it clear to 
car drivers that they are imposing in a pedestrian space rather than giving car drivers the feeling 
that they have the right of way. 
 
Plans don't go far enough for the creation of good public realm: Victoria Street taxi rank and 
disabled spaces could be consolidated into the car park by the post office.  (taxi users can walk a 
little way, and disabled people don't want to be exiting their cars into a flow of traffic).  With Victoria 
Street freed up of parking/loading, the pavement on one (sunny) side of the street could be 
widened further to allow cafe tables for the business premises or a genuinely useful amenity space 
rather than a half-way house of a pavement that is just a bit wider than average.   
 
The car park adjacent to the market is not worth keeping and access/egress to it is a cause of 
congestion in itself.  Again, this area would be part of the segregated island formed by the gyratory 
road system.  If you're demolishing the market, you should give something back to the town in this 
space and ensure it is not just a car park in the middle of a busy roundabout. 

Why was the community and businesses not consulted at an earlier stage? 
 
Why have we been given so little time for comments? 
 
Why have we not been given more information on which to make informed comments? 
 
I would very much appreciate an answer to these questions. 

There will still be problems with hgv’s, and the volume of traffic will still be the same. 

It will help the immediate centre but will destroy the conservation area and won’t help congestion 
on Dunford road or Greenfield Road. Neither will it help lorries and buses negotiate the bend at the 
Ashley Jackson Gallery shop where you nearly get crushed as a pedestrian!  

I think it will kill Holmfirth businesses with the mess of construction. 
Cost is not good use of funds... 
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There are cheaper and easier ways to free up traffic through Holmfirth. Traffic is usual stopped due 
to - 
-cars being parked in inappropriate places eg outside Andrews greengrocers, bakers etc.  
-the placement of zebra crossings. 
-large lorry’s using Holmfirth as a cut through.  
By just stopping lorry’s coming through the centre of Holmfirth would ease a lot of the problems 
with traffic. 
  
Also the plan is very short sighted it may ease traffic in the short term but surely Kirklees should be 
trying to encourage people to use cars less and be putting more money into cheaper public 
transport and better pedestrian access .., and improve pavements!  

Seems an awful lot of money and upheaval when stopping people parking on Victoria Road would 
reduce road blocks.    Incidentally when the traffic lights don't work on Huddersfield Road the traffic 
flows much easier as people use common sense.    

Not necessary ir cost effective see above. Congestion sometimes looks bad but delay is usually 
minimal in terms of time compared with many other places on my journey. 

I particularly like the no right turn out of hollowgate, but I’m not sure about the location of the 
proposed roundabout as I can see that backing up traffic at peak times. 

i don't think the said improvement would make much difference, maybe traffic lights could be better 
timed. 

I would not like to see more roads built in the town. We need to reduce the amount of private car 
use and have more pedestrian only areas. 

Also Holmfirth has become a very popular cycling location and the new plans will not help this in 
any way and make no allowance of this and therefore could endanger cyclists as well. In addition 
Hollowgate is a very popular area and is used regularly for festivals and is a popular tourist walk. 
This will all be stopped due to the proposed changes as this will now be a very busy area and will 
have a very negative impact upon trade in the area and will no longer be a tourist attraction which 
will have a longer term impact upon the local economy. I do not believe the proposed changes are 
improvements.  

Although the money for your proposal seems to be available, it doesn’t have to be spent in the way 
you suggest. More cost effective solutions, simpler to implement, may well improve the problems 
you seem to think there are in Holmfirth. At peak travel times you would expect to have to travel a 
bit slower through the town, but generally there isn’t a problem. Only when there is a major problem 
on the Woodhead pass or other major roads further from Holmfirth do we see more traffic using the 
town as a through road. The improvements at Tintwistle may well alleviate this. Your proposal 
would inflict a year of disruption causing many of the small businesses hardship and probable 
closure. Less footfall and increased through-traffic will not improve the situation for people who live, 
shop and work in Holmfirth. Pedestrians are important too. School children need to get up to their 
school along Rotcher - your scheme will make it more dangerous for many users of that road. 
Increased traffic in Holmfirth will affect air quality adversely and make it an unpleasant place to 
come to. Better to use the money to divert unnecessary traffic away from Holmfirth, improve 
crossings and provide safe and convenient parking places so that parked cars are not clogging up 
the roads. 

Making the roads easier to use will just encourage more vehicles to use them and result in more 
congestion, not less. Cars and lorries in particular should be discouraged. The disruption to 
businesses during construction of the proposed road scheme would likely prove fatal and the town 
might never recover.  

Good, I'd welcome them 
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I do not consider the proposed scheme to offer any real improvements. On the contrary, it may 
serve to increase traffic volume and make matters worse. It will therefore not be worth the 
disruption caused and consequent loss of footfall and trade. At times when congestion occurs it is 
almost always due to a combination of the following: 
I) Inappropriate/unpredictable phasing of Woodhead Rd/Victoria St traffic lights, which seems 
unrelated to traffic volume. Frequently I have observed only 2 vehicles let through on green. 
2) Poorly sited pedestrian crossings either side of Dunford Rd junction, which together with 
inconsiderate parking on Victoria St (including deliveries & contractors' vehicles) causes traffic to 
back up through the lights. 
3) Traffic diverting through the centre of Holmfirth, particularly large HGVs, when Woodhead or 
M62 is blocked. 
Given that Hollowgate is clearly not suitable for inclusion as part of a by-pass I would suggest that 
a better idea is a 2-way by-pass to the northeast of the town centre, i.e. through the existing bus 
station, in front of the post office crossing the river on a bridge through the former Lodges 
supermarket building to join Huddersfield Rd. Demolition of this building would result in no great 
loss as it is an eyesore out of keeping with surrounding architecture and currently only about 25% 
occupied. 

Hollowgate is a tiny road. Why is it being proposed to widen the footpaths. Cars can hardly get 
through as it is. Then if you are considering bigger vehicles someone before long will be killed.  
Then lorries turning left on new plan onto Woodhead road will have to turn into on coming traffic 
and have to swing wide to right also. Hence my opinion to ban big artic lorries.  
 
I can’t see anything proposed for traffic lights on the junction of Huddersfield Road and Victoria 
street. Potentially going toward Huddersfield the traffic can go straight on. No need to stop. But the 
traffic turning into Victoria street will need a traffic light system.  

Grave concerns as to effect of a) proposed roundabout on safety of pedestrians around Dunford 
road & Hollowgate & query how large vehicles will negotiate a roundabout & b) one way system on 
Hollowgate to safety of pedestrians and in particular the impact on businesses.  
Loss of the market & part of Hollowgate becoming one way will have huge impact on local 
community events, all of which bring a great deal of tourist revenue to Holmfirth.  
Concerns re traffic turning left from Rotcher Rd on to Hollowgate.  
Currently there are many taxis available at the weekend on Victoria Street - limited parking areas in 
proposal. 

See above 

I don't want to see increased traffic in Hollowgate, it's the nicest area of Holmfirth and should be 
pedestrianised. 
The roundabout would be dangerous , lead to fast driving and destroy the pleasant atmosphere of 
Holmfirth. Its precisely because we don't have things like this that people want to visit the town. 
Children cross Hollowgate to go up to Nabb School, drivers speeding off a roundabout will make 
their journey more hazardous. 

Your scheme will not improve access, congestion eg. on Dunford Rd will not change. Congestion 
occurs to a greater extent when the Woodhead Pass is closed. Minor problems could be improved 
by monitoring illegal parking and use of pelican crossings rather than the 2 zebra ones. The so 
called gentrification will take away the historic interest and make Holmfirth bland, example of which 
can be seen in Brighouse. 

I am very concerned about the impact on the businesses in Holmfirth, as well as on the character of 
the town.  It is currently a charming centre with some beautiful buildings and places to visit.  
Proposed changes to the centre, such as getting rid of the Market Hall and making Victoria Street 
one way, with through traffic having to go along Hollowgate, would surely make it very difficult, if 
not impossible, to host the very successful and hugely enjoyable Food and Drink festival, Folk 
festival and Art Week. 

I do believe improvements need to be made to the traffic but I feel the major problem is the level of 
heavy goods vehicles travelling down Dunford Road especially that create the congestion and this 
doesn’t seem to feature in the plans.  
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The proposals are bad for Holmfirth. Any proposals should limit the impact of traffic on Holmfirth 
centre rather than increasing the impact by directing traffic flow along Hollowgate. A link road is 
required from Station Road to the A6024 so that the junction at the top of Victoria Street is moved 
away from Holmfirth centre in the direction of Thongsbridge. Major traffic flow should be directed 
away from Dunford Road so as to use the New Mill/Sheffield Road. By limiting traffic as far as 
possible to the A6024 and the Sheffield Road and moving the Victoria Street junction the centre of 
Holmfirth should be  more desirable place for those who live in and around Holmfirth and also for 
visitors.  

The scale of the proposed works would result in horrendous disruption in and around the town 
centre for a long time.  Businesses would struggle as visitors would avoid coming into town.  
Instead of engaging in such a big scheme, I am sure more could be done in terms of the existing 
road layout.  The traffic lights at Victoria Street/Huddersfield Road are timed badly for road traffic 
and pedestrians.  Surely there could be some kind of "intelligent" management.  The positioning of 
the pedestrian crossings could be reviewed, as having two close together can cause problems, 

While improvement may be desirable, speeding the flow of traffic may well increase the numbers of 
cars using the route as an alternative to the other trans pennine roads.  

Shocking idea....sort out Woodhead pass 

I think it will improve traffic flow, be safer for pedestrians  

I do not see what advantage widening pavements down Victoria Street can bring. 
Unless the shops on the corner by Hollowgate are demolished I also cannot see how traffic flow 
can be improved.  The bridge over the river will have to be positioned correctly to ensure big 
vehicles do not go over into the right hand lane when turning onto the A624 to avoid the traffic 
waiting at the lights.   
I worry for local traders both during and after the proposed works.  Trading is difficult enough in 
these times and apart from charity shops and cafes it seems difficult to attract independent retailers 
even now to the area. Parking is difficult for people just wanting to call for a short time, although the 
free parking from 4pm is a brilliant plus. 
What is going to happen to local, highly supported events like the folk and food and drink festivals. 
The Hollowgate is used extensively for these events. 
Are we trying to encourage traffic to pass through Holmfirth? Enough big lorries use the road, 
nothing else, more will ensue if the route is made easier! 

I’m neutral about the current plan. You say you have the data, so you should know, but from what I 
can seee I think there’s a very real chance it’ll make things worse rather than better - and that 
would be terrible after spending all that tax payer’s money.  
 
Other proposals put forward on social media that involve a bridge near the old Lodges building or a 
better through route near the cricket club behind the coop seem to make far more sense and be 
more logical.  

During any construction period will local residents who shop in Holmfirth find it easier / more 
convenient to go elsewhere? And then not return. 
The Market Hall is at present under utilised but the success of Farmers Market / Community Events  
show that it does have potential and if this is tapped into would increase footfall and revenue to 
Holmfirth - instead of turning it into a ring road. 
Free parking for local residents to encourage local shopping. 

I am sure having no lights at the top of Victoria st/Hudds Rd and NO parking on Victoria st would 
alleviate congestion, along with moving the zebra crossings would also help ease traffic grinding to 
a halt every few seconds and backing up throughout the centre. 

[stakeholder response - please see appropriate appendix] 

I am opposed to the so-called improvements.  I am not aware of any cost/benefit analysis that 
shows spending more than £4 million will benefit local people or visitors. 
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very poor survey, I hope you manage to get some meaningful data from it. 
 
1. it assumes everyone travels THROUGH Holmfirth rather than into/out of it 2.  it doesn't allow me 
to say that I go "through" Holmfirth both because I live there and because I work there, only one or 
the other 
 
numerous other problems, a simple proof-read/sense-check would have dealt with this 

Town Centre 

It is strange to use the word improvements ; destruction seems more appropriate. There is a total 
lack of imagination on how to improve Holmfirth. Making it a magnet for even more traffic seems 
madness. Where are the public spaces, the traffic calming measures, the wider pavements, the 
benches, the trees, the new market hall ........? If there is to be any kind of change,  that put 
forwards by Holme Valley Vision is infinitely better. 
 
This plan is a total dog and satisfies nobody.  

Even though there are plans for improved street furniture, the presence of a roundabout and a 
busier Hollowgate will detract from pedestrians' enjoyment of the town and increase pollution. 
Faster roads will encourage more cars.  
The plan doesn't seem to address the problems of traffic flow on Dunford Road, so a bottleneck is 
still likely.  

The proposed changes will be disastrous for Holmfirth.  
Please think about spending money on an affordable public transport system instead.  
Tonight I paid nearly £7 for 2 adults and a child single bus fare from Holmbridge to Holmfirth. 2 
miles. It was £4:60 to get home 90 minutes later after our meal. Where is the incentive to remove 
vehicles from our streets? 
The proposals for Hollowgate in particular will be incredibly dangerous and unlikely to work. Once 
this lovely old street has been dug up it can never be reinstated. Hollowgate is pivotal as a 
congregational area during the busy festivals hosted in Holmfirth and will see our town character 
and traditions destroyed.  

How will your one way system improve traffic flow coming down Rotcher road onto Hollowgate from 
residents, school traffic etc. when dispersal of traffic out of this junction will be reduced from four 
access roads to one? This proposal as I see it, seems to be madness, since trying to cure one 
problem will create an even larger one elsewhere. The carbon footprint of these proposals are 
excessive and many people feel this is a sledgehammer to crack a walnut scenario. It feels like a 
knee jerk reaction to a problem created through an option from a large central government fund, 
badly thought out, rushed and with no local input.  

Move the bottom crossing by bridge and remove parking down Victoria Street  

This will cause more gridlock as the car park opposite library is difficult to get out of.hollowgate too 
narrow for big wagons to Manchester won’t cope with traffic over bridge. Also no where for 
Holmfirth events then.  

I think it’s going to make it gridlock like milnsbridge on way system and take twice as long to get 
anywhere. 

There is some congestion in the town centre but, only at certain times of day (primarily 07.00 - 
10.00 and 15.00 -19.00). There are times of day when there is little evidence of trafffic congestion.  
I think the ‘low cost’ option would be the best option to go for initially; to see what benefits that 
option brings. In addition, stopping on-road parking on Dunford Road would bring great benefits as 
the current parking slows down movement of traffic and adds significantly to the congestion. 
Perhaps an area of land for off road parking for residents could be indentified and made available? 

It’s hard enough to get in and out of the car park by library . Not enough parking or park and ride to 
centre to take cars off street sides.  
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I am very disappointed that despite the fact that I own four properties within the conservation area 
of Holmfirth, that I didn't receive any details about this consultation until 3 April, so it was too late to 
go to any of the meetings and then only at the one property that has its own private parking space.  
My Husband thinks this is a deliberate ploy to ensure that only people who can easily park 
responded.   
When I tried to respond the other day the link wasn't working. 
I employ people in Holmfirth and I asked one of my staff if she had responded she lives on Dunford 
Road and she wasn't aware of it and in her words isn't good at writing that sort of thing...  If people 
don't know about it, how is this an effective consultation? 

Strongly disagree with the change of town centre from a tourist attraction with interesting 
independent businesses to a through highway system for traffic 

I don't think they will improve anything. 
Coming in from the south there is usually no issue at all. 

The loss of so much short stay parking on Victoria Street and Hollowgate will mean I can no longer 
run short errands such as banking, greengrocer, fish and chips etc. in Holmfirth as I do not have 
the required hour (or enough hands) to park at the Co-op and walk with 3 young children and carry 
bags to do a 5 minute job. We already use Meltham for longer errands and for the library when we 
are unable to get the bus in to Holmfirth, as the parking by the market is never available. 
Businesses will suffer when the town centre is already struggling. How are lorries and buses to turn 
left from the link road without any traffic control? They currently need both sides of the road to get 
round the corner of Victoria Street which is why the lights are so far back from the junction. How is 
the school run traffic from Nabb to get out at the bottom of Rotcher when it has to cross one way 
traffic that is coming off a roundabout and has nowhere to wait to allow cars across? There is no 
provision for school children crossing Hollowgate although it will become a busier throughfare 
(including heavy goods vehicles with limited visibility to see children and less knowledge of the area 
and the fact it is a school route). I think a pedestrian crossing has been lost from the top of Victoria 
Street which means a longer route to the Hollowgate junction crossing to cross safely for those less 
mobile or with children. By making Hollowgate a throughfare, the site of community events is lost 
and there is no 'quiet' route to walk with children. The businesses there are generally browsing 
types like gift shops, plus cafes, which would be less attractive  if along a throughfare. Hollowgate 
is rarely used as 2-way (towards the bottom of Victoria Street) except for business deliveries, but 
the townhouses behind the Elephant and Castle will now not be able to get onto the road towards 
Huddersfield without going towards the link road, presumably with much larger vehicles than use 
Hollowgate at present travelling on the other side of this already narrow road. In summary, I don't 
think enough consideration has been taken of how residents need to use the town, as opposed to 
the needs of those passing through. I would suggest that for businesses to survive, more short stay 
parking is needed, not less - the existing spaces could have shorter limits so they are reused faster 
without people circling waiting for a spot. Obviously cheaper and more frequent public transport into 
town would be even better, as taking 3 children on the bus is unaffordable to pay the greengrocer 
bill or drop off PTA fundraising at the bank etc. 

Please properly consult - that means listen actively, ask for views, don't make your minds up and 
then consult, allegedly! 

They won't work - ask for our views - listen to us. 

There is not sufficient room for an effective mini roundabout. Timing of traffic lights would be a 
better option 

The current proposals won't work. 

Not required 

Not needed 

This scheme creates real danger for pedestrians by putting higher, faster volumes of traffic on 
narrow roads such as Hollowgate. Holmfirth would loose areas on Hollowgate and the market that 
are valuable commercially, culturally and historically. This scheme will encourage  a higher volume 
of large lorry’s to thunder through Mt he real issue lays in needing a bypass at Tintwissle as severe 
congestion there makes using Holmfirth an alternative route to get to the motorways 
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I'm concerned that the centre of Holmfirth will effectively become a large round about. The need to 
demolish the market hall and other shops concern me, these retail shops should be upgraded and 
made more attractive and not destroyed. Much of the hold up at the traffic lights is the jam of traffic 
trying to go down Victoria Street.  I think a lot could be done to releive congestion by stopping any 
parking on Victoria Street which would provide for two lanes of traffic moving away from the traffic 
lights and traffic could be directed left and right as it gets to the Dunford Road end of Victoria 
Street. Restricting deliveries to shops on Huddersfield Road to before 7 am and after 7pm. The 
sequence of the traffic lights could be improved.  Also controlling the crossings near the Victoria 
Street and Dunford Road junctions so they are sequenced with the traffic lights at the main cross 
road would help the flow of traffic. Also moving the zebra crossing from Victoria Street to Dunford 
Road would still allow people to cross safely but allow freer movement along Victoria Street. It 
seems that a lot could be done without such major building and changing of roads which would 
without doubt change the character of Holmfirth. It feels like traffic is once again being given more 
importance than the social life and tradition aspects of the town. The money would be better used 
repairing some of the dangerous pot holes in many of Kirklees roads. I feel these things should be 
tried first before the drastic and potentially devastating plans you have proposed.  

It will ruin our village it won't make any diffence to the traffic it will just make it worse  

Proposed will increase rather than reduce traffic through town centre to detriment of access by non-
motorists and is contrary to local plan and neighbourhood plan. Needs a more holistic solution to 
traffic congestion in Holmfirth 

The proposed changes will take the heart out of Holmfirth. Is this what we want as it will do nothing 
to reduce the volume and size of vehicles using the town centre, perhaps only increase the volume. 

Please scrap them in favour of this: HoTT consultation comments on Kirklees proposal for Holmfirth 
Town Centre Traffic Plans, which meets the needs of the town and considers the traffic situation 
much more carefully. 

Do not discount the options without consultation. There maybe a blend - new road before Holmfirth 
for example 

Too simplistic. Arctic lorries squeezing down Hollogate is simply a bad idea. It’s just too tight a 
space. It will be an expensive waste to move forward with the proposed plan. 

I think we should be diverting traffic away from the centre of holmfirth and not facilitating an 
increase in through traffic  

At first sight, I thought the scheme might be useful.  It is not easy to see what other schemes could 
be used to divert traffic from Holmfirth in order to ease current congestion levels: the existing road 
system and terrain do not allow for an easy solution.  However, it was only when I began to think 
about impacts such as those above that I came to the view that the scheme will only make matters 
worse, not better.  The scheme will clearly not divert traffic away from Holmfirth but, by actively 
encouraging it to come into Holmfirth, only aggravate traffic flow problems and create problems for 
local businesses, which could, at worst, adversely affect the character and appeal of the town in the 
long term.  The solution can only be found by taking a broader perspective at a regional level and 
diverting through-traffic away from the town. 

I feel this will ruin the identity of Holmfirth.  

need to consider bikes, pedestrians, public transport, character of the town, reducing and 
discouraging motor vehicle use.  Please look  at HOTT scheme - it's just so much better.  

The proposed scheme will damage the character of Holmfirth and will only have minor traffic flow 
improvement. Not worth it. 
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I have three major concerns regarding the proposed scheme: 
 
1) Safety of children, parents, residents and pedestrians in general 
 
The preferred proposed development has not taken into account the danger caused to pedestrians 
with the increased traffic flow around the Hollowgate area. Not only is this road not wide enough to 
safely accommodate vehicles and pedestrians together in such close proximity of one another but 
children, parents and staff from Holmfirth Junior and Infant school enter this area from various 
points, I.e. Rotcher Road and Goose Green. With this in mind it is a particularly sensitive area for 
pedestrians crossing this road. The proposed road scheme will increase traffic and encourage large 
vehicles to flow down Hollowgate which will increase the risk of RTI’s considerably. I vehemently 
contest any scheme that puts children, parents and other pedestrians are risk of being hit by 
vehicles in a design for faster, heavier flow of traffic in this area.  
 
2) Negative impact on business and character of Hollowgate and Holmfirth 
 
The proposed scheme takes no consideration of the negative impact on businesses, particularly on 
Hollowgate. Due to the heavier flow of traffic, lack of pedestrian and parking space, the area will 
become unappealing for shoppers providing no suitable areas for dwell time and will also cause 
access difficulties for delivery vehicles and such. Hollowgate, like other areas in Holmfirth and small 
towns in our region are characterised by their independent businesses. The core reason and 
appeal to visitors to Holmfirth are the type of businesses that reside on Hollowgate - they are at the 
centre of its identity and one of the major points of difference for a market town like Holmfirth.  
 
3) A wasted opportunity for business, tourism and new jobs in Holmfirth 
 
Hollowgate and the Market Hall provide space for its unique shops, businesses and events. Events 
which attract visitors with a regional and national reach! Events that bring revenue to businesses, 
tourism and culture to our town.  
 
The proposed scheme also sees the demolition of the Holmfirth Market Hall. This I see as a 
travesty! Whilst the market may not have had support from Kirklees Council as a running concern, 
the opportunity to revitalise this space to provide opportunities for small business, cultural events, 
community and business outreach and build on a new kind of tourism for Holmfirth (in the way that 
Altrincham has achieved with Alty Market) is huge and should not be squandered.  
 
Food & Drink, Music, Film, the Creative Arts and entrepreneurship are embedded in Holmfirths 
character and attract tourism and inward investment. The Market Hall should be a central hub to 
enable and develop a successful town with these crucial attributes in community and commerce. 
 
I would welcome street scape design that provides visitors much more dwell time on both 
Hollowgate and Victoria Street. Much wider pavements, seating and minimised vehicular access to 
provide much needed space for visitors to stay longer, spend more and enjoy Holmfirth more! 

The improvements will be good but see previous comments. 

The proposals will cause real problems for residents up Rocher. Main issues are bad parking on 
Victoria st. Stop people parking there. Also the parking next to the market hall adds to traffic 
problems. Close that parking and enhance the space by the riverside. 

Congestion cause by lorries and traffic lights at Victoria Street. Ban large lorries and improve timing 
of lights.  

1 - The proposal will provide risk to parents and children going to or coming from Holmfirth Junior, 
infant & nursery school in Centworth Road, no reference is made to this hazard. 
2 - Most congestion occurs (apart from above) because of the poor traffic light system at Victoria 
Road / Hudds Road junction. The installation of Smart traffic lights would ensure smoother traffic 
flow. 

Safe crossing for school children. Safe access for children walking up Rotcher (Cartworth Road). 
Alternative route for HGV vehicles not through the village.   
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Safe crossing for all to access Rotcher Road up to Holmfirth Junction, infant and nursery school. 

Hollowgate should not be a through road. Victoria street should have no parking. Light sequence 
needs altering especially if the road that links Sheffield to Manchester is closed. 

My main concern is for pedestrians in Holmfirth. 

As above 

What about school children Rotcher Road 

Forget the whole scheme this is a total waste of money and benefits none 

Roundabout on Towngate/Sandford Road would improve flow. The two pedestrian crossings near 
this point are a source of delay. 

Traffic lights top of Victoria street cause congestion. Illegal parking on Victoria street needs 
stopping. Keep hollowgate as it is and stop heavy lorries travelling through 

I predict many months of disturbance, traffic jams and the like when this work is being done, who 
will look at this problem and keep us advised? Something will certainly be needed, large lorries, 
and other vehicles will cause Havoc on Hollowgate. I am watching for answers from our councillors. 

Is it possible to put weight limit on HGV's entering Holmfirth centre except for deliveries. Some sort 
of parking restrictions on approach roads i.e Dunford Road Greenfield Road and Woodhead Road 
as all are virtually single lane roads. 

A sledgehammer to crack a nut. Holmfirth CBS should be preserved and its uniqueness enhanced 
by sympathetic conservation policies.  
Through traffic in the long term should be addressed by a scheme directing traffic through the 
bridge street area. Funding for such improvements should be steadily accrued over many years.  

It would be cheaper, simpler and have less upheaval if all HGV's were banned from using Dunford 
Road, new mill road and Victoria street. HGV's would then only be able to travel on Huddersfield 
Road . If you stopped illegal parking on Victoria street the flow of traffic would improve vastly. A 
camera or more regular patrols would sort this out. This survey (as you are aware) is loaded in 
favour of non residents.  

I suggest 
1) weight restriction on vehicles 
2) relocate Charlesworth's and make left turn from Victoria Street to A6024 easier 
3) make left turn from a6024 onto Victoria street wider 

There is a dire need for a lot more parking spaces . the market could be demolished and extend the 
smallish car park opposite the library on A6024. With 140 houses being built near me that 280 
more cars. Also there could be a miulti story at the co-op on A6024. I was born in Holmfirth and 
picturesqueness of Hollowgate, I cannot see the need for any alterations except stopping 
tradesmen using the A6024 and Victoria Street 

Please think about the safety of Holmfirth residents not just the traffic flow.  

This proposal focuses on transport, not walking/cycling. What a waste of money. Just change the 
traffic light sequence.  

Making changes is aimed at helping traffic flow but not pedestrians/residents. Traffic should be 
discouraged (except public transport) from travelling through Holmfirth rather than assisted. The 
scheme will not do anything for anyone but drivers and new housing schemes will bring more traffic 
so the changes will not cope with this for long. Waste of money. 

Hollowgate is not meant to be taking large wagons and articulated lorries. Visitor parking on edge 
of Holmfirth would ease traffic i.e. park and ride.  I really dont feel it will make any difference to 
easing traffic in the long term. 

Channel traffic up bridge lane - make proper investment or do nothing. 

Double yellow line both sides of Victoria, or at least the side of Lloyds Bank - and use traffic 
wardens to police it more. Ban articulated lorries from the centre of Holmfirth. Consider making 
Victoria Street into a pedestrian only area, 

Unless there is a considerable curved clope turning left where the proposed bridge joins the A6024 
(Woodhead Road), heavy vehicles will be unable to make the turn unless controlled by lights. This 
would simply move the existing choke point approx 100 yards away 

I would like options that consider improving the wider area road route so that other routes that 
avoid the centre become a viable option. 
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More consideration needs to be given to community life (festivals etc)that would be negatively 
affected by these changes. Traffic flow could be better managed by enforcing 'yellow box areas', 
remove parking bay on Victoria Street, restriction on HGV's and resiting of some bus stops.  

A way of reducing the number of heavy trucks passing though 
- enforcing parking restrictions and acting on anti-social parking especially on pavements 
- enhance the provision of trees and planting in the centre of Holmfirth 
- provide more long stay parking - Bottoms Mill/Auction Market and enhance the riverside walk into 
Holmfirth. provide additional bus stops with shelters 
Make it a good place to enjoy on foot and reduce traffic pollution, 

1. I believe that the main problem with traffic flow is pedestrian crossing - these need to co-ordinate 
with the pelican crossings. 
2. Re-aligning pathements outside the library and Charlesworths would make the walking route 
safer. 
3. Don't make the centre of Holmfirth into a roundabout.  

Please work with Holmfirth conservation group, the transition town group and the various festival 
groups to work together on a vision for Holmfirth's future. 

Please look carefully at the timings of the traffic lights at Victoria Street/A6024 junction. Congestion 
got worse when these lights changes to 3way. I suggest going back to a 2 way system and 
abandon the new road scheme.  

Traffic lights could be better organised so all three junctions (Victoria Street, Huddersfield Road & 
Woodhead Road) have a more equal time control. Also, the possibility of traffic lights at the bottom 
of Dunford Road may help traffic congestion. 

My solution would be 
1 - remove traffic lights at Victoria Street / Woodhead Junction 
2 - ban all parking/waiting at busy times 
3 - remove the pedestrian crossing or move it further along opposite the hardware shop 
move the pedestrian crossing to the bottom of Victoria Street, light controlled 

Improvements to traffic lights and pedestrian crossings would be beneficial, as would a roundabout 
at the bottom of Dunford Road but the bridge building on the market hall site would be a complete 
waste of money. There are better alternative suggestions which would admittedly be more 
expensive  - a 2 way traffic bridge near the post office or further out of the centre and a pedestrian 
area created on Victoria Street. 

[ Drawing of alternative junction layout ] 

I don't think that sending lorries down Hollowgate is going to make the centre of Holmfirth more 
pleasant 

Please consider the above comments 

As a pedestrian I find that walking up Station Road is a dangerous experience. parking (permit 
holders also) on one side of the road means that buses, lorries etc are pushed far too near to the 
pavement. Wing mirrors of vehicles are a serious hazard - suggest no parking in near vicinity of the 
town. 

1 - entrance to bus station often obstructed by cars waiting to use bus station and car park - maybe 
yellow box 
2 - implement no loading bays on Huddersfield Road 
3 - adjust traffic lights on Huddersfield Road to reduce queues - length only lets three vehicles 
through now 

To ensure that articulated lorries can exit the road on to Woodhead Road without having to cross 
the centre line on the new road 
Also ensure that traffic coming into the new roundabout from Durnford Road does not block the 
traffic coming down Station Road 

1 - Ban 38 tonne trucks for vehicles based in Holmfirth area 
2 - Ban parking in Victoria Street 
3 - Loading/unloading in Victoria Street before 0800. Similarly in Huddersfield 

1- make bridge lane, one way going downwards as much traffic will use it as a short cut and 
coming out onto station road is horrendous 
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2 - some of the resident parking in station road & dunford road should be removed as it makes the 
road too narrow for two vehicles to pass. 

Making Hollowgate one way. It is also used for events when it can be closed where will the events 
be located in the future? 
Reducing heavy traffic? Traffic lights at the present upper bridge to sort out flow onto Hollowgate. 
Pollution! Extra traffic by making access easier. Publicise routes that take traffic around Holmfirth. 
Reduce car parking in the centre. Have park and ride from the swimming pool park? Keep Victoria 
street for buses only both ways to reduce traffic on Hollowgate, no lorries heading to Greenfield 
from M1. 

A zebra crossing will be needed at the floor of Rotcher Road to allow pedestrians (including school 
children) to cross Hollowgate (by then a main road) safely 

The traffic lights at Victoria Street/A6024 are notoriously bad. I've seen long queues because the 
lights only let 3 vehicles through at a time. 
Two zebra crossings on a corner intermixed with two road junctions are confusing for drivers, 
dangerous for pedestrians and cause congestion, especially for those that have just queued to get 
through the lights. Also, people are parking outside the shops on A6024 just before the lights for 
loading etc. 

Consult with shop keepers and residents. Consult with lorry firms.  Local councillors and Kirklees 
have not involved the community at all!! Schools have a view! 
Park + Rides (both ends of Holmfirth) should be considered. Public meeting!! 

Would long vehicles, turning off the new road on to the A6024, be able to turn left without waiting or 
obstructing traffic travelling in the Huddersfield direction? 

Repair footpaths 

1. Review the preferred options in view of its consequences in cutting the town in two by 
implementing a new main road along Hollowgate and destruction of market building. 
2. Consider and promote use of Combined Authority money for: a. improving junction at New Mill, 
b. Improving car parking to support use of rail transport at stations along the pennine line. 

Stop parking in Victoria Street. Move the pedestrian crossing from Kays further up. Regulate the 
traffic lights (sometimes they let 3 cars through and sometimes a lot of cars through). Need to let 
more traffic through when there is roadworks on main road 

Although it's a typical done deal of Kirklees, every time we object to Kirklees campaign of 
destruction of valley's green belt, building 4/5 bedroom houses with cars to match, the highways 
officer states there are no traffic problems in the Holmfirth area.  Kirklees are just liars and vandals, 
and a council corrupt to the core, and have no commitment to this area and valleys remembering 
Lockwood School clock tower as an example. 

1. I suggest that in addition the section of Upperthong Lane from Huddersfield Rd (A6024) to Little 
Lane be changed to one-way in an easterly direction ie. towards Holmfirth Centre only and that the 
remainder of Upperthong Lane - Little Lane to 5 Lane Ends (Binns Lane) has a width/weight limit 
applied (except for access). 
2. Apply a 20 MPH speed limit to the town centre - for pedestrian safety 

40 ton waggons on Hollowgate in its present state is dangerous. Knock down the shops on the 
riverside or restrict H/firth to 7.5 tons except for local deliveries. Motorway signage can be lit to 
show Woodhead shut and alternative motorway route to avoid the chaos that ensues in H/firth. (on 
motorway last week I knew snakepass was shut from signs below Woodall Services, why not use 
M1-M62 as preferred route) 

Hollowgate is quaint and attractive at the moment, although the market is neither. It is not suitable 
for large vehicles and heavy traffic. Cyclists do not seem to be considered on this plan. Dunford 
Road is a problem too, unconsidered here. 

Is there no other route that could be improved that is slightly further out. For example the road from 
the fire station along the back of the co-op? 

A town like Holmfirth in flatter countryside would be likely to consider a ring road - topography rules 
this out for us. I can see merit in the option of a new road across the valley between Huddersfield 
Road and the road to New Mill. 

Traffic lights leading onto Hollowgate at the Barclays Bank end would be much better for 
pedestrians and children. At the moment drivers go too fast on this road. We do not want to 
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increase the traffic here; perhaps a wider pavement might be helpful. The shops must remain and 
the events/festivals must continue. 

Holmfirth Town Centre runs well 95% of the time, the only problems come when the Woodhead 
Pass is closed which causes extra traffic including HGV's. You can't do anything about this so in 
my opinion it's not broken. 

The flow of traffic in Victoria St was never a problem until you put the pedestrian crossing at the 
bottom. I travel at least 3 times a week to visit a friend in Broad Lane Upperthong from Wooldale. It 
is no problem going, but returning is a nightmare. I go to Greenfield Rd and into Holmfirth. I am 
usually at the mill shop when the traffic lights change More often than not I am stuck at 
Charlesworth or turning into Victoria St and can't go any further because pedestrians are corssing 
at the bottom which is their right. Worse still I went to the old bridge for lunch and parked then (the 
post office car prk was full) unfortunately someone collapsed and the ambulance was in front of my 
car. As it moved of a car opposite mine followed. I moved out and the quick response car followed 
me. The ambulance had gone but it took more than 15 mins for me to get out because of 
pedestrians stopping the traffic 

Take the bus stop away t the bottom of Cooper Lane as buses cause hold ups or the lay by made 
wider so buses could pull in and stop customers of Bargain Boose parking there despite the 
parking restrictions we need more parking wardens to keep the situation under control. Stop cars 
going up bridge Lane make it one way down only. Do not make a bridge over the river in the centre 
and use common sense and not waste money. It will take business and tourists away from 
Holmfirth which cannot help Holmfirth it is already turning into a ghost town. 

Make Victoria Street no parking - double yellow lines. Only allow loading/unloading on all town 
centre roads either early morning or in the evening (e.g. Sainsburys does this already) ENFORCE 
loading restrictions!! Move BUS STOP outside Oxfam Shop (on Huddersfield Rd) to the loading bay 
outside Booze shop. 
Put extra disabled parking in bus station and market hall car parks. Low cost interventions 
preferable to this draconian proposal which will harm the character of this small town. 

Mainly pedestrians and bicycles. Is it worth creating a bike lane as Holmfirth is very popular for 
bikes. 

I believe that the pelican crossings in Holmfirth should be traffic light controlled, this would prevent 
tourists and locals continually crossing creating the major disruptions in Holmfirth.  

Having witnessed better traffic flow when the traffic lights are out this suggests that installing two 
roundabouts one at the top of Victoria Street and a second further down (as proposed in the simple 
option) would be by far the more viable solution. 

I would like consideration to be given to the alternative simpler option of putting a roundabout at 
both the top of Victoria Street (by Charlesworth Newsagents) and the bottom as already proposed. 
People often comment that the traffic flow improves when the traffic lights are not working. 

A roundabout at Victoria Square and potentially another at the junction of Victoria Street and 
Huddersfield Road. The pedestrian crossings should be traffic light controlled, which would 'time' 
the usage, both at Victoria Square and (removing the crossing at the beginning of Station Road) 
and move it closer to the post office. 

What needs addressing is the phasing of Victoria Street traffic lights. Has anyone proposing the 
system sat in their car coming from Huddersfield at peak times - school and end of the work day. 
This direction the lights sometimes/frequently only allow a minimal flow, about 2 or 3 sometimes, 
causing big tailbacks. The oncoming traffic seems to allow many more, possibly 3 minute! This 
causes tail backs down Victoria Street because no one can go anywhere. When the M62 is closed 
from an accident Holmfirth is gridlocked. Dunford Road and Station Road from New Mill. These 
affects last for maybe 3 hours. The very large lorries will be the biggest problem. 

Why not remove all parking on Victoria Street? More disabled parking could be provided in 
Towngate and Piccolino's car parks Only allow loading around the town centre at off peak times - 
this is a real problem on Victoria Street and Huddersfield Road opposite Cooper Lane, latter affects 
traffic lights sensor. Enforce loading and parking restrictions.  
Part time traffic lights? When lights were not working a while ago the flow of traffic appeared to 
work well. Does Kirklees just want to get rid of the market hall? Is it dissuading traders from using 
it? It is another building used for community events etc bringing money into our town. I moved here 
for a small town not for a throughfare.  
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No 'improvement' scheme will actually decrease the amount of traffic through Holmfirth, it will just 
spread it around more roads, causing more pollution around the whole of the town., with no respite 
for pedestrians in ANY AREA of the town. Thus killing the tourist trade and the prosperity of the 
town of Holmfirth. 
As the photo on the front of the Access Plan leaflet indicates - the congestion is not constant 
throughout the day!! 

Before embarking on this costly and disruptive 'improvement' why not try rigorous enforcement of 
no parking on Hollowgate? 

use the money to create another centre car park and resurface roads. Employ a traffic warden to 
stop the 'hazard light' parking. Double yellow lines to stop double parking.  

Why not bypass the centre of Holmfirth?? The old lodges supermarket would create the ideal 
solution. Demolish and put new bridge there. Missing out the heavy traffic into the town centre 

Just because you have this money available, please don't spend it on a plan for the sake of it. 
Safety, livelihoods and tourism is at stake. Please consider diverting bridge to coopside of town to 
continue to foster a thriving village.  

Stop people parking outside old bridge bakery, this causes traffic build up, put bigger signs up to 
stop HGVs coming through i.e. at the Floogh Roundabout.  

Pavement improvements/moving crossings could be helpful, particularly the zebra crossing near 
the ironmongers. Closing Hollowgate to large vehicles (no through road) could potentially help 
congestion/vehicles getting stuck. 

HGV's and heavy traffic are the biggest problem. A by-pass is needed but where is the money 
coming from? 

A restriction on heavy lorries going through the town centre 

Why don't you do a bypass through  

The pavement is very narrow on Huddersfield Road at the traffic lights on the corner from 
Charlesworths Newsagents towards the car park near the market. 

Double yellow lines all through the middle of Holmfirth and enforce them please. Parking on 
Victoria Street & Huddersfield Road causes a lot of problems 

Alternative suggestion that more cost effectively, less disruptively solves present and future 
dynamics, sie/location, geography too. Build new road & bridge in a better location, linking 
school/market street , adjacent to top edge only of crown bottom car park, over Holme River and 
across Holmeside/Memorial gardens to Station Road/Towgate. Forms a two lane one-way gyratory 
circuit 

Rocher Road School 
Did your planners have any idea of a school up Rocher Road when they decided on this plan, don't 
think so. One way up and one way down everyday., twice a day, children, parents with pram, 
grandparents with children, how are they going to cross Hollowgate against traffic coming off a 
roundabout, twice as many cars, buses and lorries, accident waiting to happen and someone will 
pay with their lives. Look again - please don't let someone pay and how can cars get out of the 
bottom of Rocher 

You would be taking away the history of Holmfirth just to let traffic speed through as though it was a 
new town. More shops would close and interest in last of the summer wine would fade. 

Please do not make Hollowgate the main road through Holmfirth - I cannot see why limiting all 
traffic to Hollowgate can be a worthwhile proposal. Stop parking on Victoria Street, change the 
timings on traffic lights.  

Hollowgate will be difficult to transverse with large amount of vehicles. Where this meets the 
A6024, there will be congestion leading to the flow of traffic being delayed.  
And change traffic light timings 

This is all unnecessary. Traffic in Holmfirth is not so bad as to warrant the changes proposed. We 
will lose a valuable amenity in the market hall and a valuable space for the festivals that bring life to 
Holmfirth. 
Also, the suggestion that it may be necessary to demolish property on Hollowgate is appalling. The 
plans will substantially diminish the character of Holmfirth..  

Victoria street - remove zebra crossing at bottom of street, no need for two crossings so close 
together.  
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New Roadway - no need for bus stops: 2/3/ buses moving off to turn left or right onto Woodhead 
Road, will soon back traffic flow up along Hollowgate. 

You are not going to reduce the amount of traffic by changing the layout, nor make it flow more 
freely if the roads (Greenfield, Dunford station) are used as car parks stopping the flow of traffic out 
of town. A better plan would be to provide more parking and drastically reduce street parking. This 
would also greatly reduce the pollution into town. And yes there are spaces where car parks could 
be created if only you did not allow more and more buildings.  
 
The covered market would be better used as a car park and occasional events space to keep the 
existing traffic moving freely.  

The loss of legal parking spaces on Victoria Street and Hollowgate will be a detriment and lead no 
doubt to further illegal parking. Somewhere, more parking is needed and at no cost for short visits. 

No right or left turn from Huddersfield road into Upperthong lane making upperthong lane one way 
down from little lane or parkhead lane. 

No right turn into Upperthong Lane making upperthong lane one way down from little lane or 
parkhead lane. 

the market is disappearing - it needs a new venue - maybe a more attractive site would revitalise it 
and bring in more people. Why is it not considered to be more important in Holmfirth? 

You could alleviate congestion now by adopting the above change and removing the zebra 
crossing on the corner. Have viewed larger plans in civil hall. 

1 - Enforce speed restrictions. Cars speed along woodhead road and not all cars slow down for 
zebra crossings. Children going to school use Rotcher/Hollowgate therefore safety issue. 
2- Keep balance between traffic requirements and keeping Holmfirth as a community. This means 
keeping pavements, not getting rid of them.  

Holmfirth has a lot of history why destroy it. Hollowgate area is a tourist attraction and also idea for 
food fairs. To HGVs from coming through Holmfirth. Have lived, worked and walked in and around 
Holmfirth why spoil it. 

Link zebra crossing lights to those at the top of Victoria Street. 
Coming down from Rotcher Road into Hollow Gate at school start/leaving will be difficult. 

The new road (replacing the market hall) could be made wider so that stalls/display units could be 
accommodated at the sides on pedestrian areas.  Traffic will find it difficult to turn right near the 
library because of traffic coming into Holmfirth from Greenfield Road, Hinchliff Mill etc. This will 
cause congestion back round the proposed 'ring road'. Big lorries taking shortcuts through Holmfirth 
should be banned.  There is not room for the big lorries that come through Holmfirth to turn onto 
Hollowgate.  That road should be either pedestrianised or a 20 mph limit for light traffic, one way, 
only. Prioritise pedestrians. 

I believe your proposal to be seriously flawed. This whole problem has been viewed from the 
perspective of the road user. This is much more to do with traffic management than town centre 
planning although some changes are not necessary to the road layout. Getting traffic flowing faster 
through our town is not the answer. 

An alternative would be to demolish the supermarket on the Garside estate, which would give you a 
better access to Holmfirth Road. 

I would rather you do nothing major 

Visit Holmfirth regularly (on the bus) as a pedestrian find crossing Huddersfield Rd at the top of 
Victoria St a pain. And the crossing just over the bridge is too near the corner for safety! 

Holmfirth is gridlocked because of the zebra crossings on Victoria Street and Towngate, prior to the 
main scheme you should modify these as per your plan and synchronise the 'pelican' crossing 
lights to the lights at Victoria Street, this will give more chance to traffic to continue to flow rather 
than stopping at random. Also, remove parking on Victoria Street, leading only specific-times . This 
may be adequate to defer the medium cost option and eventually invest in the better/higher cost 
option. 

Since my wife is disabled any additional blue badge parking is great, but only 3 spaces. Many of 
the the pavements are narrow and cobbles (if raised) can be a major problem for wheelchairs.  I 
think creating attractive environment is important, make use of seating around river views etc. Don't 
want visitor numbers to decrease as 'Last of the Summer Wine' dies so need for 'Hebden Bridge' 
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style etc. museum (Civic Hall?) Holmfirth as early Hollywood, film makers including those slightly 
rude postcards?? Should have been Bamforth building :(  
P.S. Retain a 'market' farmers? One a month somewhere 

Keep the market - make it work better could be the foodie hub in Holmfirth. Use it for events, art 
exhibitions etc. 

Totally scrap this idea and visit the one that has been put forward using the building occupied by 
Sainsbury's. Much less disruption to the town centre. 

30 min parking spaces down Victoria Street so people can visit banks, shops etc. else they will 
loose business and then close. 
It would have been aware that there were 3 different plans to consider. 

- Losing market Hall so no inside space for market and food festival 
- Moving traffic through Holmfirth but not encouraging visitors to park, shop and stay. 
- Lorries should be banned from Holmfirth to travel away and money to be invested in local 
business, parking and to make Holmfirth a hub 

Keep it as it is and reduce heavy goods vehicles that aren't stopping here. Send them to other 
roads. Get rid of parking in Victoria Street anyways and clear the way for traffic - less hold-ups will 
occur. 

No need for bus stops on new roadway - bus movement, plus larger commercial traffic will soon 
build up, backing up on Hollowgate. Remove pedestrian crossing at bottom of Victoria Street, but 
leave Towngate crossing as is. 

- Widened pavements in Victoria Street is a good proposal but what happens at Charlesworth#s 
shop corner for those turning left on foot(as it now dangerous - having been a hit and run victim 
here. and on a scooter it is impossible. 
- The ongoing problem - the preservation of handicapped disability parking, particularly for the 
ambulant disabled. 
- Holmfirth tourism - when the ever increasing number of weekend festivals/events need road 
closures - or usage what happens in Hollowgate 

Implications for movement of people attending the increasing number of weekend festivals. 
Hollowgate road closure not possible? 

- Swept path analysis for the Rotcher Road/Hollowgate turn - have been told one's been done and 
nothing untoward found. Vehicles can go round roundabout again to access Hollowgate - this is 
nonsensical and will add to problems - I was told that there had been a Swept Path Analysis for the 
Rotcher Road/ Hollowgate junction and that it had concluded that there was room for some 
vehicles to turn left from Rotcher Road and that any that couldn't make that left turn could turn right 
and go round the proposed roundabout and back onto Hollowgate.  This will create hold ups in 
traffic flow due to such traffic having to cross traffic entering Hollowgate and also increasing the 
number of vehicles on the roundabout. IT feels like an attempted workaround because of an actual 
flaw in the proposal. 
- The plans suggest there is currently space for two vehicles to pass at foot of Rotcher Road. This 
is incorrect and if your models are based on this assumption, the model is flawed - The proposed 
plans indicate enough space for two vehicles to comfortably pass up/down the entrance to Rotcher. 
This is wholly inaccurate and vehicles must currently wait on Hollowgate for space to be allowed up 
Rotcher.  The consultation stated that there were no proposals to wider the entrance to Rotcher 
(there isn't space to wider it in any event). There will be congestion on the roundabout due to 
vehicles wanting to go up Rotcher having to wait for any vehicles clearing the foot of Rotcher. This 
will exacerbated at school times. 
- The volume of traffic using Rotcher Road is considerable and the slightest holdup at the bottom of 
Rotcher will ripple out to the Towngate/Dunford Road roads. The person at the meeting dismissed 
the volume of traffic here as an issue and did not appreciate the number of children using the road 
to access Holmfirth JIN school. You are underestimating the issue - If the Swept Path Analysis of 
Rotcher Road / Hollowgate junction has somehow been modelled on there being enough space for 
two vehicles to pass up/down the entrance to Rotcher, it is inaccurate and will have given 
misleading results as to the space available for traffic on Hollowgate at that point. 
- The person I spoke to at the consultation was dismissive of the fact that school children were a 
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safety factor at the bottom of Rotcher.  At rush hours, children constantly stream up or down 
Rotcher and having vehicles wanting to get off a roundabout will make that dangerous. 

Take out traffic lights at the top of Victoria St - put in a mini roundabout. Remove zebra crossing at 
bottom of street. We don't need 3 crossings in such a short distance. 

I don't believe that Holmfirth has any greater problems than any other popular market town and I 
would prefer that the road system was left alone. 

- Remove lights at top of Victoria Street/Hudds road. 
Put a pedestrian half way down victoria streetand get rid of zebra. Traffic flows better when lights 
dont work (trial it). 
Bottom of Rotcher is terrible as above needs looking at. 
Children and adults walking on Hollowgate are intimidated by large vehicles on causeways and 
when doubledeckers which are wide are on there it is very dangerous.  
Dunford road junction is terrible, when traffic is busy this will cause lots of congestion. 
Open up the river area by Hollowgate and car park by market, put seating/planting etc as this could 
be beautiful for visitors and tourists. 

1. Increased danger for pedestrians crossing Hollowgate to access Rotcher Road. Pedestrians 
crossing Hollowgate to Rotcher Road. This is a well used crossing point for local residents, visitors 
and parents with young children and lone children going to school. (Holmfirth junior, infant and 
nursery school has 200+ pupils). Increased dangers: 
- Huge increase in volume of traffic using Hollowgate 
- Crossing between stationary cars in queuing traffic 
- The unpredictability of vehicles coming off a roundabout 
2. Rotcher Road has a single vehicle entrance/exit point. The access plan shows a 2 lane road. 
Traffic approaching Rotcher Road is regularly blocked by vehicles coming down Rotcher Road. 
Access to the A6024 from Rotcher Road will require all traffic to turn left onto Hollowgate.  The road 
here is extremely narrow for a left turn, larger vehicles cannot do this.  Turning right and going all 
the way around the roundabout seems unrealistic especially during busy periods e.g. school times.  
This could force traffic up towngate and down bridge lane which isn't suitable for an increase in 
traffic and large vehicles. 
3. Increase traffic volume on small local roads.  Vehicles entering Holmfirth from Dunford Road that 
want to turn right onto the A6024 toward Huddersfield may be more inclined to turn right at the 
roundabout (to avoid extra journey on Hollowgate and the new road and traffic signals) and use 
bridge lane as a shortcut onto the A6024. Proposed plans will encourage traffic onto unsuitable 
roads. 

Sort out parking on Dunford Rd & Greenfield Rd to help movement of traffic. Stop (with a red line) 
any parking on Victoria St. up to the lights- these shops have read access for deliveries.  Make the 
zebra crossings into pelican crossings. Make the zebra crossings into pelican crossings. Don't take 
away legitimate car parks. 

Consideration to permitting housing developments effecting the level of traffic and where it comes 
into Holmfirth i.e. Scholes and Hedge End. Traffic comes down Dunford Road B6106. 
Change the length and frequency of traffic lights A6024 and Victoria Street to move traffic faster up 
Victoria Street. 

It usually only takes (from my experience) at its worst, 10 minutes to get from Huddersfield Road to 
Dunford Road. In exceptional circumstances, such as A616 being closed, traffic can be terrible 
down Dunford Road. If there were more pull in spaces down Dunford Road this might ease, lorries 
not able to pass the parked cars. Lorries should be discouraged from trying to get through 
Holmfirth. The valley is too narrow, its natural geography is unsuitable for articulated lorries. 
Perhaps stopping parking on Victoria Road might help.  

Do not direct traffic via Hollowgate. Think about local amenities not through traffic. 

either get rid of the traffic lights at the top of Victoria Street or have the flow going both ways at the 
same time with a feeder light for turning. 

I am a Holmfirth resident and I find travelling through Holmfirth, whether by car or on foot, a difficult 
and unpleasant experience.  In the last hour, I observed a car driven past the library at a speed of 
at least 50 mph.  Narrow pavements, long waits at lights and uncertainty at zebra crossings are just 
some of the negatives. 
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Government cuts, not least to the police service, make it almost impossible to keep pedestrians 
safe.  You have an unenviable task. 

Waggons from motorways should be sent through Huddersfield centre. Either traffic lights at 
Dunfield Rd, Rotcher Rd, Hollowgate and Victoria St junction or big yellow box. No turning right 
from station rd down Bridge lane. No traffic lights at Hudds Rd and Victoria St - junction mark ups 
instead. Sainsburys pulled down and access from Huddersfield Rd over river and onto station Rd. 
New I + J school built at sands. 

We hope that replacement pavements will prove to be safer and non slip. Hopefully a new home 
will be found for the market. 

All loading and unloading Holmfirth centre should be time controlled and limited in it duration to 
help ease congestion. 

Not enough thought gone in for pedestrians and school children. 

A one way in Holmfirth is no good as cars and vans and HGV will have to go round this is going to 
cause more traffic james and the traffic lights at the top of Victoria is a waste of time if you payed 
some one they must not live in Holmfirth or other places so they will not know Holmfirth like me and 
other people that live in Holmfirth. Tail back down Dunford Road, New Mill Road, Park Head Road 
and Huddersfield Road. 

Direct HGV's from M1 and Woodhead Road down to Brockholes and then Honley Bridge to get on 
the Huddersfield Rd through Holmfirth. 

Dunford Rd is bad when there are problems on other roads (M62 etc) and something better than a 
roundabout is needed such as diverting traffic away from Holmfirth. A road could be built from 
Station Rd higher up across to Hudds rd by the entrance to the church/opticians at end of Co-Op 
car park which would stop traffic coming into Holmfirth at all particularly large trucks, buses. Taking 
buses along Hollowgate is so dangerous as lots of pedestrians there including lots of kids from 
schools and it will be an accident waiting to happen. Please, please don't kill Holmfirth, think air 
pollution, people's lives, environment, visitors and future generations will all loose a lovely little 
town. 

Traffic in Holmfirth flows better when the traffic lights at the top of Victoria Street are not working 
properly. Also, take out zebra crossing at bottom of Victoria Street, do people really use it? 

Encourage visitors to spend money by stopping here and spending money. not pass through!! 
Footbridge from market car park to Hollowgate with steps to river and make river visible here so 
visitors can enjoy the beauty of it.  Not put seating around a busy unhealthy roundabout. You 
should be trying to make the trucks/buses etc use the roads that are made for their purpose. You 
will kill Holmfirth. 

- If Victoria Street has two lanes, one way and proposals, then the traffic lights at top of Victoria 
Street could be removed. Suggest banning parking/unloading in Victoria Street at busy times. 
- Introduce electric vehicle charging points to Holmfirth car parks. 
- Reduce number of pedestrian crossings n.b. the one in front of Kaye's 

Big blue signs at the Clough roundabout A628, Sovereign junction A635, New Mill Junction A616 - 
No heavy goods through Holmfirth. Traffic down Dunford Rd turning right need to go round the 
roundabout more congestion. 

A different solution must be found. 

After the flood in Holmfirth in the 1940's there was a law passed by the council that any future 
bridges/buildings had to be 14ft above the river at the base (note entrance to Sainsburys in the car 
park) and this still applies. 

Scrap it and move junctions out of town. There is access to Holmfirth Road and New Mill Road just 
outside of town. Toad from top of Dunford Road to improve Woodhead Road. Give the residents 
their town back. 

Far too many HGV's/foreign truckers are using Holmfirth Centre as a shortcut to either Sheffield or 
Manchester. Banning all HGV's would dramatically improve things. 

Think well into the future, traffic will increase naturally by "x %", the high cost will be justified if the 
scheme keeps traffic particularly large lorries away from the centre and makes it more attractive to 
shoppers and visitors. 
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If the use of Hollowgate to divert traffic from the key areas of the town is the only option (I expect 
due to budgetary constraints) the area at the bottom of Rotcher Road, Dunford Road and South 
Lane, where the roads meet, needs to be extended to take account of larger vehicles and to ensure 
the safety of pedestrians and cycle users.  The only option I could envisage to facilitate this would 
be to demolish the row of buildings currently used as a take away and beauticians and the odd bus 
stop to widen the road all the way along and to provide a suitable pavement for pedestrians or in 
addition if the 'Lodges/Riverside' building was demolished (it is underused and an architectural 
'carbuncle') a link road towards Huddersfield could be constructed, further reducing congestion in 
key areas. This could also lead to a cafe, pavement culture to be established on Victoria Street and 
to facilitate community street events to take place, without compromising the free flow of traffic 
through our town.  Attention to planting, pavements and seating would also add to aesthetic 
improvements, making Holmfirth more attractive for visitors and local residents. 
After heading a conversation between a local business owner and a Kirklees Planning Officer at the 
local consultation period (Thursday 14th March) I would disappointed if the scepticism of traders 
and their fears of short term disruption should influence plans for the future. Also, I do feel that 
plans for improvements should be set within a wider context of our transport infrastructure (linking 
major routes across and between areas of Yorkshire and Lancashire) in an organised and coherent 
manner. 

On Dunford Road there could be some passing bays put in.  This road comes to a standstill when 
HGV/Big Vans/Buses are coming up or down. Still will not stop the amount of traffic using the road. 
We will have even more traffic when all the houses being built are occupied.  Perhaps more buses 
might help with traffic if they are more frequent and bus fares are cheaper. 

Work out a solution for traffic congestion that is not in the middle of this historic village. 

Think more about people who actually live in Holmfirth and not just people who are passing 
through. 

Put the money into far more deserving/necessary areas such as the sovereign crossroads (a 
roundabout here would make sense) or New Mill Centre (a roundabout here would ALSO make 
sense) 

- Concerned about traffic turning right out of Cooper Lane across Hudds/Holmbridge traffic flow as 
pedestrian crossing controlled lights only. Lots of traffic uses this junction, esp. since new homes 
built at Upperthong etc. junctions ie opposite Compos (Park Head) or Upperthong Lane are terrible. 
- Priority given to Hudds/Holmbridge traffic- why? 
- Concern about turning right out of new road into Huddersfield Road as no controls - there will be a 
lot of traffic including buses doing this.  
- Knock on affect on other rds (Bridge Lane, Jury Lane, Sycamore Road) to avoid town centre. 
- Concern about access to Holmfirth Junior School and access from Rotcher Road into new 
roundabout. 

Also new 'Market Hall' Road - Traffic queuing from Manchester to turn tight often back much further 
than this junction. Rocher Road junction/school access looks very difficult. Knock on effect on 
Bridge Lane extra rat run. 

The businesses of Hollowgate (Techniques, Chip Shop and Elephant & Castle) have been in 
Holmfirth and well functioning businesses for years. Why should these be effected when improving 
Holmfirth? The Elephant & Castle is a family pub, especially on weekends, but parents will not want 
to walk their families along a busy main road. The lack of parking means the chip shop want to be 
able to have people park in and grab something, damaging their business also. 

Thank you for letting me have my say 

Having HGVs and buses turn into Hollowgate looks dangerous for pedestrians tryig to access 
schools and businesses. This traffic then has to turn on A6024 - is there really space for this? Will 
there be more lights therefore causing more queues? How are school children, particularly going to 
NAB, meant to cross roads? How do all pedestrians cross Victoria Street A6024. What will happen 
to all events that use Hollowgate - folk festival, food and arts festivals. No parades mean no tourists 
- a big loss for businesses. 

Loss of the Market Hall which should be developed not demolished.  It is a valuable community 
asset. However - the access to Hollowgate and Rotcher Road form the lights on Victoria Street is 
an issue at peak times. - Possible extend the size of the no waiting (yellow junction box). 
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Residents/staff at the Elephant & Castle only have access to their car park from Hollowgate. We 
already have sustained accidents and damage/congestion on Hollowgate from very articulated 
lorries. Many school children use Hollowgate from Goose-Green on their way from school in large 
volumes. These are just some considerations I would like to put forward. 

Hollowgate is used for stalls and processions during our festivals, very important for our tourist 
industry, 
Living near Catworth, Rotcher & Dunford Road are our main access roads into the valley, Dunford 
can often stand solid if a lorry meets a bus coming through the other way etc, 
A roundabout at this station may help 
Moving the zebra crossings may help 

My suggestions for consideration are: 
1. Ask local bus drivers for their input as regular drivers. 
2. Enforce the legal parking restrictions 
3. Replace the pedestrian crossings with Pelican Crossings, sequenced in with the traffic control 
lights 
4. Restrict the times when delivery vehicles may make their deliveries e.g. make deliveries before 
7.30am and after 6.30pm 

Forget it, would be best. A big no no for the very large articulated lorries, divert those elsewhere. I 
haven't spoke to anybody who agrees in anyway shape or form with the proposal. Also money put 
to better use: schools, hospitals, doctors, nurses, police, etc. etc. etc. 

To carry out these proposals would cause chaos in Holmfirth.  People would avoid Holmfirth 
wherever possible. Meantime businesses would suffer adversely or close down.  These plans 
would ruin Holmfirth for residents and tourists alike. Perhaps lorry drivers would appreciate your 
efforts!! 

Money would be better spent upgrading and properly repairing all the local road surfaces 

Remove both zebra crossings, put railings up around the main junction where Dunford Road joins 
into the centre to prevent pedestrians crossing. Create an underpass along the river under the 
bridge and an alternative route for when there is flooding. 

Make bridge Lane one way going down 

The emphasis should not be on speeding up the flow of traffic through Holmfirth but on 
encouraging people to stop here, explore and spend money in the local shops. I wonder if the 
council has assessed our quality in the area at present and considered what the effect will be of 
more traffic passing through the area? 

Take account of Holmfirth's ethos of sustainable living. Put walkers first, then cyclists before cars, 
and do not pander to HGVs. 

Scrap this scheme and use this money to improve Holmfirth for it's residents where no money has 
been spent on improvements and road quality for decades.  Also retail is on it's knees and this will 
be another nail in the coffin for the shops of Holmfirth. 

Fearless invasive methods should be tried first.  Despite protestations, alternative routes along 
Hudds road should be used for HGV over certain size. Deliveries limited to certain times and a zero 
tolerance attitude to illegal parking enforced by available technology used to deter blockages e.g. 
cameras on yellow box and enforcing large fines. 

Restrict HGV passing through Holmfirth. Reduce parking on Dunford Rd. 

The disruption to the day to day running of Holmfirth and the tourism industry (economy) you will 
cripple Holmfirth. 
The festivals will have to be cancelled. 

Buses to Huddersfield frequently cause congestion whilst stationary at the bus stop at the junction 
of Cooper Lane and Huddersfield Road. Could not the layby outside Bargain Booze be slightly 
extended and the bus stop moved there. Why should Bargain Booze have parking and not other 
shops. Despite the yellow line, vehicles park in the lay-by throughout the day. Perhaps a higher 
police/parking warden presence would deter the illegal parking which is a major source of traffic 
jams in Holmfirth 

- The ease of traffic pulling out from Hollowgate onto Victoria St before the proposed roundabout. 
This looks like it will cause back ups. 
- The additional lay-by on town gate adjacent to Holy Trinity Church already exists and does not 
compensate the lost laybys on Hollowgate outside Barclays Bank and the market. 
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Limit large lorries. Put timed traffic lights. 

Meltham has benefitted hugely from its 20mph limit in the centre - it eases the traffic flow, makes it 
feel more like a village (esp. for pedestrians) and means safe drivers can go slow without angry 
tailgaters losing their tempers. Why not do the same for Holmfirth? Not just the purple areas on the 
plan, but also Town Gate up to the Wagstaffs Shop - it would mean buses could get out of the 
station easier too.  Also please consider how pedestrians, esp local school children, will cross the 
A6024 near the current Hollowgate outlet, given that the flow from the new link road turning right 
may be more unchecked. 

Please keep in mind the nature of the village and prionnes relevant to this - putting the bridge 
towards the post office as proposed would allow the village's integrity to be maintained rather than 
destroying it. 

Spend the money on libraries, potholes, flower beds, cleanging, improving access to the beautiful 
river. 

The number and length of HGVehicles (some towing trailers) would it be possible to stop these 
vehicles for travelling through the valley 

The reason Holmfirth is so congested is due to uncontrolled housing development around the area, 
that feeds more traffic through the town. 'Mickey Mouse' road changes will not solve the problem. 
Have the 'guts' to stop more housing problems!! 

Improvement is required at the bottom of Rotcher Road outside cafe 'Oscars'. The width of the road 
here only allows for 1 car up or down, school children use this road daily for school, and with no 
footpath creates safety concerns. 

Install 'no left turn# sign to top of bridge street junction to Holmfirth/new mill road to reduce traffic 
congestion in this area. Allow 30 minute free parking to all 'HD9' house owners to encourage local 
shopping. 

Perhaps to look at the timing of the traffic lights. Since the turning was altered the traffic hasn't 
flowed as well as it did before. 

Traffic lights at the bottom of Dunford Road linked and timed with those at the top of Victoria St 
would help. Both zebra crossing could be light controlled as currently the traffic is stopped every 
too often to allow pedestrians to cross. All lights would need to be linked. 
Holmfirth is a small market town. Where is the new market hall going to be? This project will rip out 
the heart of the town. It will just become a huge roundabout. 

- No parking on Victoria St 
- What about crossings for school children going up Rotcher 
- Where will the market be re allocated to? The fruit and vegetable stall and bread stall need 
somewhere to go. 

Total waste of money 

Is there no way we can have a weight restriction through central Holmfirth? It is the huge lorries 
short cutting that are particularly unpleasant and also cause hold ups. 

Nabb School? Health and safety!!! £4.7m better spent improving Holmfirth in other ways. Employ 
more litter pickers for a short time. Rubbish problem is an environmental nightmare and H&S. 

The main traffic problem is huge HGVs especially when there are accidents etc on the Woodhead 
Pass. Keep them out of the village. 

A major concern for me is the lack of consideration for the functioning of the population of residents 
and visitors. The community within Holmfirth work and relax together in harmony with their own 
townships facilities of space and access. This scheme, by your own admission, concentrates on 
increasing the rate of flow of traffic passing through Holmfirth centre. By doing so it destroy the 
harmony and it instead will leave a collection of buildings and a population in clusters isolated from 
each other by moving traffic which contributes nothing positive to the town. 

Consider what a high price is being paid for nothing / no change except to destroy our town centre 
by turning it into a highway which will encourage more traffic to come through the centre. Consider 
the chaos during construction. Consider how much traffic will, by completion date, be regular in the 
centre due to new developments around the valley; consider the fact that we who live here have 
the choice to walk, use public transport (especially if improved). The plan is not good and should be 
shelved. 
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Holmfirth through road should be either where sainsburys is (cutting through to the Huddersfield 
Road) if this is not possible then it should be a little further along Station Road towards Bridge 
Lane. If you go ahead with your proposal there will be a large protest as you will be consigning 
Holmfirth to a ghost town as no-one will want to visit. 

By all means prohibit car parking in Victoria Street and enforce also the illegal parking on the south 
side. Simply removing these spaces would achieve much of the desired aims at a fraction of the 
cost. 

Would suggest NO parking on Victoria Street with deliveries and pickups for shops at designated 
times. Do away with traffic lights at top of Victoria Street, put zebra crossing on A6024 by Yorkshire 
building society also outside Longley's on A6024 and one in the middle of Victoria Street. 

Smart traffic lights on A6024/Victoria Street junction. AGD-systems.com worked with Leeds council 
and Vivacity labs worked with York. Yellow box at Victoria Street/Hollowgate junction to stop 
access being blocked. Pelican linked to traffic lights at bottom of Victoria Street. Victoria Street NO 
parking. ANPR monitored. Loading to be allowed. Stop building commuter housing i.e. 4 bedroom, 
keep it a town with traffic rather than traffic with shops. Must keep businesses viable.  

The proposed changes are impractical due to problems which would be caused on the feeder 
roads. 

I am particularly concerned about the safety situation in Hollowgate. Wider pavements and a 
narrow road will make pedestrians particularly vulnerable. I do also think that the centre of Holmfirth 
is more important than the traffic that goes through it. We need less traffic and not more. This plan 
will make getting through Holmfirth easier so increase the volume of traffic. Perhaps a good idea to 
put a weight limit onto lorries using the town as a through route. 

The current situation is not that bad to warrant the expense of the proposal. Kikrlees needs to 
concentrate on issues that cause everyday problems to residents; poor road repairs, refuse 
collection and fly tipping for example 

Why not consider a park and ride scheme to access Holmfirth? Re-open to the rail railway track 
bed for bicycles and trains. Create a greenway alongside the river from Lockwood to Holmbridge. 
Get people walking and cycling. 

Please think about road safety for children going to school/walking why limit to one route on 
Hollowgate.  

On Hollowgate road, near to bus shelter (HD9 2DJ) there are two trees present. In the tree area, I 
would believe that this area should be considered as a loading/unloading area for business cars. It 
will be more helpful for local business people and will not affect any oncoming traffic (one way 
system) 

The proposals will take away a much used street - Hollowgate-- for use in community activities, e.g. 
folk festival, Holmfirth arts festival, food and drink festival. It will also mean pulling down buildings 
that survived the Holmfirth flood. Access up and down Rotcher, to Nabb school and for residents 
will be a nightmare, as will pedestrian access. The whole character of Holmfirth will be changed for 
the worse. preserve the centre - don't destroy it. 
 
Holmfirth is a market town yet you are proposing to take the market away. You say traffic 
predictions are based on the last 10 years but it is very likely traffic patterns will change - more 
people are working from home and more people will drive making a nonsense of the predictions.  

Bridge street should be made one-way downwards 

Hollowgate should be pedestrianised. It should ban trucks over 7.5 tonnes institute single lane 
traffic, build cycle lanes, better footpaths. Create a proper centre in Holmfirth where the current car 
park is and eventually level the post office for a car park.  

- Pedestrianising Hollowgate and Victoria Street 
- Diverting traffic northwards with a new river crossing between station road 
- reducing/banning HGVs through Holmfirth if legally possible. 
- Relocating the royal mail parking/sorting office out of the rain. 
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1. Lorries will cause enormous damage to Hollowgate 
2. Move pedestrian crossings 
3. Re-calibrate traffic lights or remove 
4. Create new road from Midlothian to c. Aldi 
5. Ban HGVs from centre 7am-7pm 

If you wish to improve the flow of traffic, please try simpler ideas first.  
1) Look again at the lights, why stop straight ahead traffic from manchester direction when 
Huddersfield directio is green? 
2) Why not remove parking on Victoria Street to ease flow? 
3) Take away parking outside Barclays so cars can pass onto Hollowgate behind traffic paused at 
zebra crossing 
4) re-organise the bus stop so buses can get into their stop e.g. move the busier stop to outside the 
post office. 
Please try these before you damage our town, 
 
Your plan to tear down the market is also short sighted. It is a public amenity in need of investment. 
Your information notes Holmfirth is a tourist destination. Will it still be when you turn it into a large 
roundabout? 

The proposals for Victoria Street to become one-way would make the 310 and other bus routes 
almost impossible. Large buses on Hollowgate. No, surely not, it is too narrow. 

1) preserve Hollowgate, it is our heritage. 
2) keep the right turn from Hollowgate toll house onto A6024 to keep open options for traffic. 
3) preserve Victoria Street and its parking (in fact allow more parking there) 
4) Bridge by demolishing 'lodges' and 1/2 stable thus keeping some traffic out of centre 

Consider a lower cost option of enforcing traffic restrictions. Double parking, parking on footpaths, 
double yellows, leaving parking cones and dustbins outside private residences to save spaces for 
their return on the public highway.  

Holmfirth will die (businesses) while this is going on - length of time it will be is double whatever is 
projected. 

Ban lorries 8am-8pm on Victoria Street. No parking or deliveries 8am-8pm on Victoria Street. Do 
NOT alter character. Hollowgate too narrow even one way. Loss of hall/market or car park, none of 
this good for people/cars. Mini bus from sands car park to centre of Holmfirth. Use smaller buses or 
routes. 

Safety of pedestrians and school children in the centre of Holmfirth , to and from school and the 
shops. How safe will they be if the proposed plans go ahead. Put residents first not HGVs 

The market hall is an asset to Holmfirth and should be developed. The market hall and empty 
tourist information office could be used to relocate any businesses requiring relocation under 
compulsory purchase orders.  I am in favour of the option of creating an alternative road over the 
river  passing through the esc-lodges supermarket site (See HOTT submission) and 
pedestrianising Victoria Street and part of Hollowgate  etc which are used for festivals. 

It is a pity you did not talk to the people of the valley before embarking on this futile scheme. You 
really do not provide enough space for comments. Nor do you provide sufficient time for meaningful 
consultation and response. 

In order for traffic to flow up and down station road, it would make sense for traffic to be able to go 
down bridge street only. Traffic coming up bridge street and turning left onto station road  brings 
traffic to a standstill with cars going down station road having to reverse back in order for a vehicle 
to make that left turn. trying to cross there, over bridge street can be really difficult, with cars 
coming up , loathed to stop with pushchairs - a nightmare 

A park and ride scheme on A625 Station Road for vehicles who commute to Holmfirth for work and 
for tourists on short visits. There are too many cars parked in Holmfirth on residential roads and 
other unsuitable places. They can delay the flow of traffic whilst coming and going, parking and 
leaving. Park and ride should be free for business owners. 

Just leave things alone 
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1) not ideal for the shopkeepers (bakery etc) and local residents but remove parking from Victoria 
Street and make the street double yellow lined (apart from loading/unloading) 
2) improve the passing of the traffic lights which is frequently causing congestion especially with 
travelling from Huddersfield 
3) remove some parking on both sides of the road on Greenfield Road which also causes 
congestion 

Listen to what we have to say and act on it, if this many people think this is wrong surely you can 
see this too. 

The alternative option by [redacted] is a much better option and this should be looked at. Making 
Victoria Street a pedestrian area ia a brilliant idea, much better for shoppers. We could have an 
open market which I have seen in other towns when have done the same thing has bought extra 
trade into towns, The idea would also get rid of the ugly Sainsburys building which is a blot on 
Holmfirth. 

Please listen to the overwhelmingly negative response from the people of Holmfirth and just stop. 

Why not keep traffic out of centre by developing bridge lane as the only way for through traffic - or 
take a road in front of the post office, demolish part of the stable court and take all through traffic 
that way 

A possible drop off point for cars for elderly /infirm who cannot make the walk from the co-op car 
park/bus station car park. Will the building of a road through the market actually improve traffic flow 
or simply move the current twice daily congestion along Hollowgate instead of Victoria Street? 
Access to/from the market car park from A6024 directly next to junction (new proposed) of 
Hollowgate/A6024, this is going to be a difficult turn 

It would be better to limit traffic rather than massive road changes, too many HGVs. Lower mill lane 
needs signs to say it is a dead end road traffic should not use Hollowgate as a cut through 

Develop a scheme for: 
- park and ride from sands aera 
small electric buses and routes to include Henley station 
Cycle and pedestrian priority so people can enjoy Holmfirth without an ugly bridge right in the 
centre with noise and smell of traffic 

Change the routes for all the big lorries where possible. Put a no through road sign at the end of 
Lower Mill Lane to stop traffic entering by mistake, and spend the money you have available on 
something useful. 

3) how do you intend to encourage car sharing? 
4) Do you intend to use adaptive traffic lights 
5) I cannot see cycle lanes - encourage more people onto bikes and less onto cars 
6) Where is the nearest train station? A shuttle bus to Holmfirth? 

4) what about extending market street from its junction with Huddersfield Road (A6024) across the 
river towards station road (A6035) joining station road at the back of the post office. This would 
mean that the Victoria Street one way system flowing in the opposite direction than in the proposed 
plan 

Dunford Road is a B road often used as a short cut highlighted on many sat nav systems - illegal. 
Controlling HGV traffic on this road, prohibiting  HGV down Hollowgate, minimising Holmfirth for rat 
runs, including a 20mph scheme throughout the centre could all help. Management of traffic and 
reduce problematic heavy vehicles. 

1) articulated lorries coming down Dunford Road will have great difficulty entering Hollowgate and 
then the new bridge to go towards Holmbridge/Greenfield, it being very narrow. 
2) traffic coming down Rotcher to turn left on Hollowgate will find difficulty  in that manoeuvre as it 
is so narrow. 
3) reduce the number of pedestrian crossings or move one to ensure the flow of traffic 

I do not believe at all you have taken into consideration the school (Holmfirth J I+N School), and 
how this will affect the children, parents and the hold up that will back up Rocher. 

The proposed link road to the north (as per the 'high cost' option) would ease congestion at Victoria 
St by giving traffic heading to the A635 or Dunford Road from Huddersfield an alternative route 
bypassing Holmfirth Town Centre completely.  The proposed one way system on Victoria St could 
still be implemented using this route and so the new roadway as per the medium cost option could 
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be scrapped retaining the facilities in the market hall and on Hollowgate so that festivals etc. can 
still take place. 

As above. not sure how or why you think Kirklees has the audacity to destroy historic buildings and 
landscape in the centre of Holmfirth. This development as you call it is a complete fake and I'm 
sure will only make the situation far, far worse. Has any thought been given at all to residents!! 

I was very interested in a suggestion that the Riverside Shopping Centre (Lodges) should be the 
site of the new section of road. This would have the dual benefit of getting rid of an extreme eye 
sore and making Hollowgate more pedestrian friendly rather than less. 

I long to see weight restrictions/delivery restriction e.g. no HGV's; no shop deliveries in the daytime 
hours; AND immediate penalties for yellow line parking on Victoria Street. 

Don't do any alterations - I have been considering moving to the town centre for a little while - I will 
move away instead if this plan goes through.  What about the extra car/van/lorry pollution! Holmfirth 
is in a dip - pollution will become a 'grave' issue of concern if this plan goes through. 

Think about getting people to walk into Holmfirth. Think about the local business. The market hall is 
packed, especially on a Saturday - what a wonderful thing to have - which should be celebrated not 
destroyed. Remember what makes a thriving town - people, businesses, a nice environment, not a 
road and chaotic traffic conditions which you propose. Please don't do it, it's not the right thing for 
this town, come and see for yourself. 

Go for the low cost option - and make the resident and visitors priority - not through traffic. 

Stop wagons and cars parking on Victoria Street, i.e. outside the Old Bridge Bakery, causing traffic 
chaos. Put more signs up saying it is not suitable for HGV's. 

The business! The tourism will be affected making it a busier road! 

Leave our village alone! 

Cancel it 

If there is such a concern about traffic then simply restrict the access for large HGV vehicles. 

Particularly concerned with our vehicular navigation of the system as are most residents on Goose 
Green/ Newfold. The exit from here via driving up to Cemetery Road/Rotcher is only navigable by 
the smallest of vehicles. 

Scrap the costly scheme, it will not ease congestion in Holmfirth at all. Repair existing roads and 
footpaths. 

Do not have HGV's going down Hollowgate, instead build the road as optioned in the 'more 
expensive option' and keep heavy traffic away from the centre. Stop parking on Victoria St, take the 
crossing out of Victoria St as people can cross by the traffic lights and move a crossing further 
along Towngate just after the turn for buses. 

In my opinion the money would be better spent on improving the junction at New Mill. 

Pavements on Hollowgate should be widened (as indicated on your preferred option) but without 
the increase traffic flow. 
Parking/drop off could be limited to one side of Victoria Street. Taxi rank could be limited to 
evenings only. Other disabled parking and loading should be prohibited at peak traffic times.  
Zebra crossings should be retained - not replaced with pelican crossings - more traffic lights will 
slow traffic and pedestrians 
Kirklees should reintroduce lollipop people and proper traffic wardens to monitor traffic rather than 
private wardens that focus on carparks. Current low parking fees should be retained, always with 
option to pay by coins. Limit in centre should be 20mph and 30mph limits on incoming roads should 
be enforced. 

I feel that no consideration has been given to residents of Holmfirth, just to traffic travelling through. 
There is a school up Rotcher Road (on Cartworth Road) and the safety of children crossing 
Hollowgate has not been sufficiently considered. Appropriately placed yellow boxes at the junctions 
of Victoria Street/ Town Gate/ Dunford Road and Hollowgate would help as much as this ill thought 
out plan. 

Put a yellow box where Rotcher Road crosses Hollowgate and a controlled crossing for school 
children/parents. 

I must prefer the 'Sainsbury's supermarket' option - although more costly keeping buses/New Mill 
traffic out of the centre and putting a weight restriction on Hollowgate/Victoria Street so traffic from 
Dunford Road would turn tight to use road. 
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The mini roundabout at the bottom of Dunford Road is likely to be a problem. At times of heavy 
traffic mini roundabouts don't work because every approaching vehicle gives way to the one on the 
right and no one has a right of way. Everyone waits until someone takes a chance.  

The expensive option, as you call it will have longer lasting benefits by easing traffic in the town 
centre. Or better still have an out of town hub where all large container vehicles must reload into 
smaller vans or lorries for access through the town, this in turn will create more jobs and could work 
with some thought and practice. This would become financially viable with time given to it. 

I think the amount of money intended to 'improve' the roads and congestion in Holmfirth could be 
used to improve things elsewhere, like local parks, better facilities to help local businesses grow, 
parking for visitors and policing. 
I strongly believe that such major work done on such a wonderful village could potentially kill 
business and I would ask that this is considered. I moved to Holmfirth seven years ago and believe 
that how things are work well for the village, although improvements could be made in other area's 
I don't agree such major changes would benefit us at all. 

One of the main contributions to the current congestion is 1) illegal and inconsiderate parking on 
Hollowgate 2) illegal and inconsiderate parking on Victoria Street.  Hollowgate being two way 
(going towards centre). 

More frequent bus services from all the surrounding areas. 

1. Could Victoria Street have no parking and restricted loading/unloading times? Further disabled 
parking could be in Bus Station Car Park and Market Hall Car Park. Taxis could use bottom end of 
bus station in an evening (Stand D). 
2. Enforcement of loading restrictions - particularly bad on Victoria St (south side) and Huddersfield 
Rd near traffic lights opposite Cooper Lane. Vehicles parked in these areas regularly cause 
disruption of traffic flow. 
3. Would box area at bottom of Dunford Rd be better than mini roundabout? 
4. Could some of Stott's Buses go from Crown Bottom rather than bus station? 335, H6 
5. Could there be part-time traffic lights? i.e. rush hour (when lights have been not been working, 
traffic seems to move more quickly). 

It is not clear to me how traffic coming from Manchester direction will access e.g. Dunford Rd - Can 
the roads that will be used support this? Road use in Holmfirth as a whole needs to be looked at in 
relation to e.g. narrow roads, no pavements etc. Speeding, not enough pedestrian crossings. 

My biggest issues is that changing Hollowgate will ruin Holmfirth. With last of the summer wine 
deteriorating it relies on the events that use Hollowgate to flourish (I don't think many support it). 
These changes would turn Holmfirth into a rat run (school kids also an issue). 

There is nothing you do will make any difference solely cause amount of traffic and can you 
imagine the congestion it will cause when doing this nice idea but nothing will improve. 

Visitors and residents love the quirky nature of Holmfirth. Hollowgate would be lost for events -e.g. 
folk and food & drink festivals 

Pedestrians need wider pavements/'islands' generally - particularly Hollowgate and Towngate. 

Reconfigured traffic light sequences may have improved pedestrian movements, but has created 
LONG traffic queues for much of the day. A mini roundabout at Victoria Square makes sense, but 
two pedestrian crossings would still cause issues. Would pelican lights help? At present, traffic has 
to stop if a pedestrian appears. 

The only sensible idea is the 'mini-roundabout' at the junction of Dunford Road. This may mean the 
re-siting of the pedestrian crossings.  Incidentally - when the traffic lights fail - there are no queues. 

This scheme is likely to put off visitors to Holmfirth, once the character of the centre is changed + 
will make travel + access more difficult for the residents. What will happen to the market hall? It 
would be better to pedestrianise Hollowgate + find an alternative route. 

A pedestrian crossing is needed on Hollowgate, for residents, visitors and parents and children 
walking up Rotcher road to school. No provision has been made for the closing of Hollowgate for 
the Folk Festival, arts week parade, and the food and drink festival. 
The loss of the market hall as a public space will make Holmfirth less attractive for residents, 
businesses and visitors. 

Nowhere on these plans show that any thought has been given to pupils/parents/staff at Holmfirth J 
I + N school 
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The two pedestrian crossings are a main contributor to the congestion along with poor parking in 
Victoria Street. There should be only one crossing which is properly controlled by lights, across to 
the Bridge Hotel Entrance, this would stop the constant jay walkers crossing and repeatedly holding 
up traffic, do away with the other to Kayes!! 

I feel if the traffic light sequencing was changed this would help greatly without needing to spend 
millions. 

Chief (only?) problem is heavy lorries passing through unnecessarily, having no involvement with 
area, simply reducing their travel time.  
Restriction on this movement would resolve such problems and from time to time exist. Weight 
limits? 

Leave the roads as they are, but ban parking on Victoria Street where the parking bays are now 
with enforced double yellow lines. 
Put four 20 min parking bays and a loading bay on the left going towards the A6024. Re-mark the 
lanes. 

If vehicles didn't park on both sides of Victoria Street and also up to the zebra crossing then traffic 
could move more smoothly.  The traffic lights should have the order of when they change altered so 
traffic on Victoria St has a chance to clear in both directions. Yellow boxes need to be observed to 
keep junctions clear. 

Consider enforcing traffic laws and regulations first to avoid unnecessary changes and costs e.g. 
no parking on yellow boxes, no parking at the bottom of Dunford Rd, and round the corner outside 
Barclays Bank - vehicles often parked on single yellow lines and not in current designated parking 
bay. Stop illegal parking on left hand side of Victoria Street (travelling uphill to traffic lights). 
Stop HGV's diverting through Holmfirth when Woodhead Pass is closed. Perhaps consider putting 
time restrictions in for deliveries in Victoria St and at bottom of Dunford Road. 

Give people more time for the consultation. Come up with some eco-friendly solutions - look at how 
many people are in the cars during the congested times. Do surveys at those times asking people 
the purpose of their journey. Do more work on keeping huge lorries away from Holmfirth centre. 

The planning officer also stated that by making it easier for traffic to flow through Holmfirth, this 
would undoubtedly lead to greater traffic volumes. The planning officer confirmed that no thought 
had been given to making it safe for children travelling to and from local schools - especially Nabb. 

I make sure that when having to go to Holmfirth I go after morning rush hour and before evening 
one. Even then parking is a problem. 

Large vehicles (buses and lorries) on Hollowgate and new link road. Gradient of new road. Large 
vehicles exiting form new link road on to Woodhead Rd. Ability of vehicles coming from 
Greenfield/Holme Moss to change to rh lane to enter car park or turn right onto Victoria Street. 
Lack of safe crossing places in the absence of the traffic lighted junction Victoria St/Hudds Road, 
particularly for those with limited mobility. 

Suggest you go back to the drawing board and come up with a scheme which will not disrupt the 
town centre for 12 or more months during construction. 

- tourism is a mainstay. Especially so during Folk festival, Art Week, Arts festival, Food + Drink 
festival...lights switch on... 
- And relies on closure of Hollowgate... 
- See also accompanying leaflet [Holme Valley Vision leaflet annotated to show agreement with 
statements] 
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2a. A simpler solution would be to demolish the block of buildings containing Charlesworths 
Newsagents, Debra, Julie Ann, and the Interior Decorating Shop next to Charlesworth's.  These 
shops could be re-located across the road in the building which was used for Tourist Information + 
Council Offices, and the other 2 empty shops alongside these. Then the corner of Victoria St and 
the A6024 could be curved and the 90' corner removed, allowing sufficient room for large vehicles 
to negotiate the bend with ease, and also allowing plenty of room for 2 lanes of traffic, enabling a 
filter lane at the traffic lights. 
b. The opposite corner could also be rounded as this is a large flagged area housing a post box 
and seat, which would also allow a filter lane at the traffic lights to turn down from the A6024 onto 
Victoria St. 
c. Each set of traffic lights could have a filter lane which would improve the traffic flow. The traffic 
lights could keep the crossings complete with Green man. 
d. Do not allow parking down one side of Victoria St at all as this causes traffic to slow.  Allow 
loading and short term parking only on one side of the street. 
e. Remove the zebra crossing at the bottom of Victoria Street as this causes the traffic to back up. 
f. Reposition the zebra crossing by Kaye's shop to a place between the entrance and exit to the 
bus bay. 
g. Reposition the bus stop outside the Oxfam shop on the A6024 so the bus pulls into the layby 
outside Bargain Booze, or even extend the layby to incorporate the bus stop. The bus would not 
impede the flow of traffic when stopped. 
h. Do not allow vehicles to park outside shops for deliveries for more than 10 minutes to load and 
unload, not park for most of the day, ie Andrews and EnRoute. 
i. Improve but not widen pavement down Victoria Street. 
j. Demolish the market building and rebuild a multi-storey car park in it's place. One level could be 
access from Hollowgate as a single storey car park on no access to upper levels. The other access 
would be from the A6024 and could be 2 storeys with an entrance and access on to the A6024. 
k. The bottom level of this car park could be used at festival times to house food stalls and folk 
people etc, and still provide parking at higher levels. 
l. Hollowgate could be made one way, with vehicles able to turn left or right over the bridge onto the 
A6024. All traffic from the houses beyond the Elephant + Castle Pub would only be able to turn left 
onto Hollowgate at the junction by the Elephant + Castle Pub, which would improve the flow of 
traffic on Hollowgate. 
k. A restriction on vehicle size would need to be imposed on vehicles using Hollowgate as the exit 
would be over a small bridge onto the A6024. 
l. Employ a school lollipop person to help children crossing the bottom of Rocher Road with 
Hollowgate and also accross the bottom of Victoria St. 
m. Hollowgate could still be closed from the bottom of Rotcher Rd to the Elephant + Castle Pub at 
festival times and all traffic would use Victoria St and the A6024, maintaining extra business 
opportunities these festival bring to the town. 

As an alternative to the proposals: 
1. By strictly enforcing the parking regulations on Victoria Street, Hollowgate, Huddersfield Road, 
Deunford Road, would allow traffic to move more freely. Cars / lorries parked illegally. Cars / lorries 
parked straddling the double yellow / single yellow lines and the pavement, make it difficult for 
pedestrians to move along the pavement. 
2. Consideration needs to be given to reviewing the street parking regulations on the above streets. 
No parking / loading during the Monday to Friday peak hours, would allow the additional traffic to 
flow more easily. 
3. Replace the parking spaces on Victoria Street with loading only spaces and enforce the use. 

Need to make sure safety of pedestrians. Mainly and ensure safe crossing areas. 

Other issues: 
Hads any consideration been given to the potential of: 
- park and ride to reduce traffic in the Town centre. 
- banning/ restricting HGV's (except for delivery) from the Town Centre 
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Re route traffic away from Holmfirth, for example if travelling to Manchester from Huddersfield way, 
go Manchester Road, if Sheffield, go through New Mill and up over the Flouch then Stocksbridge, 
re route wagon and commercial. 

I cannot get my head around wagons going on Hollowgate, a pedestrian accident just waiting to 
happen. Rotcher Road is bad now it will get worse. 

To retain Holmfirth market intact as it used to be baddeley brothers bus depot and should be 
marked. 
Former employee of [redacted]. 

[redacted] has a proposal which I like: to put a road/bridge through the ugly underused old 'lodges' 
building rather than Hollowgate carpark. I would rather have the situation as it is rather than wreck 
Holmfirth centre even more than the floor managed to do. 

The only plan I could envisage working would be one that avoided Victoria Street and Hollowgate 
and took traffic through the modern end - Sainsbury's and the post office! I know this is the 
expensive option, but its the only option that would preserve the character of Holmfirth and its 
purpose as a market town and community hub. 

Feel this is a very pre planned operation - questions work your way to give answers you want. 
What does our age or gender matter on this 

The availability of free limited time parking is a draw  to quick shopping calls 

Minimise inconveniences to regular road users 

Danger at egress (exit) of Rotcher Road  (junior/infants school road ) onto Hollowgate (whether 
turning left or right)due to 100% increase in traffic using Hollowgate including all HGVs and double 
decker buses - not just the light traffic as it is now. Can all utility & open ranch/BT works be 
completed before this happens. Can Hollowgate the extra weight or will it be closed for repairs 
within 6 months of opening? Where will traffic divert to then? 

Its not worth the cost, disruption, loss of parking and minor improvement 

It is a major road (A) through Holmfirth. It is a difficult to improve travel without losing much needed 
parking, and traffic, volume will always be the same unless we divert it around the town. 

Some days there is no congestion and some days it is bad - is something elsewhere causing the 
problem - would the issue be solved by improving infrastructure else where - Glossop, Dunford 
Bridge 

If the traffic lights on the A6024 junction with Victoria Street were two-way with a filter arrow to 
Victoria Street, would help traffic flow 

Impose a weight/size limit on vehicles  passing through Holmfirth and surrounding roads. Large 
goods wagons should be routed along major east/west routes. Only smaller delivery vehicles 
should be allowed in Holmfirth 

There is no provision for pedestrians to cross Hollowgate and the proximity of foot traffic and 
vehicle traffic will end in death and/or injury. 

What about Dunford Road? Shocking! It is a road to/from major new building developments and 
another 200+ cars? At the moment it is a problem, car park in the future? 
Will Reader try driving up and down Dunford Road at various times during the day? 

No consideration in the plans for pedestrians of Nabb school children 

The Hollowgate area will have to take all of the traffic. Currently, huge vehicles are not encouraged 
on there. Tourism and community events will have to end in a very historic part of the town. Annual 
events will come to an end besides ruin the businesses of many in that area, Hollowgate is where 
school children travel to reach Nabb school and pedestrians already have to walk on the road for 
part of it. Where will the market be held? 

Holmfirth was granted a charter to be a market town, about 1745 and as such it must remain as 
one of the most picturesque market towns in Britain due in part to the filming of 'last of the summer 
wine'. As such a magnet for tourists therefore more need for parking. 

use bridge home - one way upwards from Huddersfield road to station road. Lift to new mile and 
right to go up Dunford Road or town centre. Left Dunford Road staright forward Hollowgate snf right 
(one way) up Victoria Street. One way traffic at top left lane to Manchester etc & right to 
Huddersfield etc. 

Holmfirth library is important to village fuel stop 
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Manage current arrangement - stop people parking in non parking parts of Victoria Street. Make 
Victoria Street no parking except delivery at certain times.  

Concern r.e. impact on Hollowgate businesses /residents/events - are times when road closures 
are important part of Holmfirth life. Loss of market hall - could be more imaginative/innovative way 
to revive much underused facility. 

It would be better to develop access from A6024 to A635 away from the town centre - before the 
co-op 

Restrict on-street/road parking on narrow roads into/out of the town e.g. Dunford Road.  For most 
of the week drivers have just over one lane free of parked cars and consequently buses/HGVs 
meeting each other are a serious cause of congestion. (There appears to be many garages 
off/behind homes on Dunford Rd not used by residents). 

You must consider keeping the market at all costs.  Council cannot just "wash their hands" of 
saying, not financially viable, so let's get rid of it. Need to be pro-active and look at multi use for 
future revenues. 

More through traffic on Hollowgate may endanger school children and other pedestrians. Think 
Hollowgate should be left as it is.  Also market an important facility in town centre. 

Please be aware of business access needs. 
Parking for employees and issues whilst the work is carried out and afterwards. 

This new scheme would kill our tourist trade, destroy our festivals and economy. No economist 
would condone such a scheme.  Think again. Preserve the character of our historic market town. 

Remove parking on Victoria Street 

The scheme would compromise the unique character of Holmfirth and is not necessary in my 
opinion 

See above 

Holmfirth is a tourist town. These 'improvements' work against tourists coming to Holmfirth. We 
need MORE space in the town centre for street events, markets, performance space etc. 
Hollowgate should not be a traffic thoroughfare! Holmfirth should not be altered for the sake of 
through traffic, that brings no benefit to the town economy. 

Crossing on Hollowgate for school children. 

I do not agree to this proposal 

Scrap the scheme and get more local ideas before drawing up more plans. Remove parking on 
Victoria St, make the traffic lights at the end of Victoria St more sensitive to traffic and link them 
with the pedestrian crossings. Discourage traffic from the Woodhead pass from cutting through 
Holmfirth. 

Hold scheme until sufficient funding is available for a full scheme NOT a half-costed excuse! 

Do not destroy the character of the town. Look at Hollowgate. Needs investment and we still need a 
market and adequate parking and disabled access. 

More thought for the safety of pedestrians and cyclists please. Where will the market be? Where 
will festivals be held? Please consider the more expensive option, whilst making Hollowgate a 
pedestrianised zone. How about knocking the ugly ex-lodges (now Sainsburys and chemist) down. 
It is an eyesore, underused and in conjunction with moving the Post Office would provide an ideal 
solution for a road bridge. 

- Limiting the weight/size of vehicles driving through Holmfirth 
- Implement the low cost option which would have maximum impact for low cost 

See above 

Improving Victoria Street with no parking. Hold ups tend to occur with cars, vand, parked for 
delivery, getting their sandwiches from bakery or money from machine at Lloyds Bank, suggest 
survey. 

- Look for a different option 

The worst congestion occurs when traffic is diverted here from Woodhead. Why send this traffic 
into Holmfirth everytime there is an accident on Woodhead? Prevent this from happening and the 
town can manage local traffic. Destroying Hollowgate as a community area for our many festivals 
would destroy Holmfirth as a market town and visitor destination.  

The scheme is unnecessary.  
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Please consider where heavy goods vehicles go - which routes - when the A635 is closed by snow. 
Do they stay on the M1-M62-M60 - if so why not make that a mandatory journey? 

Heavy traffic coming from M1 via New Mill and going onto Manchester. Has to turn a very sharp 
turning onto Woodhead Rd at end of new bridge. What happens if a heavy/long vehicle turns down 
Victoria St & then on to Hollowgate - deliveries or mistake - it will happen. How do they navigate the 
new roundabout? How do you stop traffic driving to the end of Hollowgate and then over the new 
bridge? 

Clamp down on illegal parking, assess best use of traffic lights at Victoria St junction. 

The effect of a large one way roundabout in the centre of Holmfirth - a conservation/historic area. 
No safety features included e.g. Rocher or lights, mentioned. 
Eliminate heavy goods/articulated lorries from using Holmfirth. 

Should there be a zebra crossing at the top of Victoria St - junction with Huddersfield Rd? 

Unique character of Holmfirth negatively impacted e.g. use of Hollowgate for arts/food/folk festivals 
will be lost 

1. Doesn't address other traffic problems ie use of Bridge Lane as a 'Northern bypass' junction 
problems with A635 
2.Prefer the 'expensive' option 

Re route traffic 

This is not about the residents and businesses of Holmfirth whatever you have wrapped this plan 
up as this is not right for Holmfirth. 
 
I am also at a loss as to why you cannot identify as a resident, worker, shopper etc. why does the 
form allow you only to identify as one and the same with your reasons for visiting Holmfirth? I might 
work in Holmfirth but I also shop, eat and meet family and friends. You have created a very one 
directional form that will then be used to manipulate business against residents thoughts! 

I attended the meeting and was asked to submit my plan, which would be far cheaper and more 
considerate for Holmfirth residents. [plan attached] 

PLEASE no change except to the Victoria St/Woodhead Rd. traffic lights. The proposed changes 
could kill our festivals which have traditionally used these areas and provide income. They are part 
of our tourist attractions and the loss would have a drastic knock on effect on our businesses. What 
about the disruption while the work went on? This would put in motion the ensuing decline. Another 
ghost town. 

Some of the biggest traffic congestion problems in Holmfirth are caused by delivery lorries blocking 
carriageways - on Victoria Street, outside the 'Old Bridge Bakery' and on Huddersfield Road, 
outside 'Andrew's Fruit Shop'. My suggestion is that deliveries should be restricted to a particular 
time-slot, e.g. between 7.00pm and 7.00am, as they are in many cities. I am fully in favour of 
restricting parking on Victoria Street, but it is important that traffic parking restrictions are enforced. 
This is an ongoing issue and applies not only on Victoria Street but throughout Holmfirth. I support 
your proposal to widen footpaths on Victoria Street but, with the current mentality and selfishness 
of some drivers, this will simply serve as an invitation to them to park further onto the pavement. It 
needs sorting out! 
 
Finally , I have some real concern for pedestrians at the bottom of Rotcher with your new 
proposals. Rotcher is an access road to the local Primary School and at certain times of the day, 
getting out of the bottom of Rotcher and getting onto Rotcher may be almost impossible without 
some form of traffic control. 
 
I am disappointed not to have been given the opportunity to comment at an earlier stage of the 
project, but I do hope that you will be able to take on board some of my constructive comments. 

Hollowgate, Holmfirth J&I school have particular issues. 

Other issues - Has any consideration been given to the potential for:  
- Park a& ride to reduce traffic in the Town centre; 
- banning/restricting HGV's (except for delivery) from the town centre 
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Holmfirth has many attractions, not only to tourists but all the festivals held on Hollowgate. It is a 
conservation area - already considered to be 'at risk'.  
Please do not go ahead with these plans, better ones can be made if need be - leaving Hollowgate 
and the market alone - connecting the town and by using land out by the bus station and Post 
Office which would make far more sense. 

Please consider: 
a. A weight and length restriction mentioned above 
b. We have lived on Lower Mill Lane for many years and note your proposal not to allow a right 
hand turn onto the A6024 (Huddersfield Rd). This will throw considerable pressure on the junction 
of Hollowgate and Link Road Junction (one way) 
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Additional feedback 
Throughout the engagement period, residents, businesses and road users were offered the 
opportunity to feedback by email or in writing to a provided freepost address.  This was made 
available to complement the survey and Q&A sections on the Your Voice engagement site, and as an 
option for groups or representatives to submit consolidated comments or feedback. 
 
Some emails had document attachments, and for that reason they are presented under the ‘letters’ 
section of this document. 
 

Emails 

114 emails were received during the engagement period. These emails were sent directly to 
major.transport@kirklees.gov.uk for response from Kirklees Council officers involved in the scheme, 
during the engagement period. 
 

 

Emails from members of the public 

Received: 04/04/2019 
Subject: Additional note on Holmfirth scheme 
 
On my previous email I forgot to mention that the existing junction at victoria rd / woodhead rd does 
need amendment. 
 
There needs to be a much larger yellow hashed box covering the entire junction to make it clear it is 
not ok to sit & block oncoming traffic. 
 
2 issues occur regularly, especially at rush hour:- 
 
1) People coming on Woodhead Rd from Holme direction turning right onto Victoria Rd don’t slow to 
see if they can fully turn into Victoria Rd and then when they can’t, they sit & block traffic from other 
directions. 
 
2) From Victoria Rd turning left onto Woodhead Rd - On a daily basis, buses and HGVs go through 
red lights and then as they turn left the oncoming traffic has rightly already started to move causing 
absolute chaos.  This junction needs a much extended yellow box & red light cameras to stop this 
behaviour.  It is a shame people can’t just obey the rules of the road, but both of these happen on a 
daily basis. 
 
I’m sorry I don’t have a solution to the diversion of traffic away from the town centre.  The only 
alternative I’ve seen is relocating Sainsburys & building a road through there, as I believe was 
modelled by a lady using a traffic simulator. I’m sure she’s provided it to you. 
 
That whole building is out of keeping with the area anyway & is not fully utilised as there are units 
upstairs not used.  My preference would be to relocate sainsburys & the chemist & put a relief rd 
through there. 
 
For there to be an improvement, the traffic has to be diverted from the centre somehow. 
 
Regards, [redacted]. (Resident). 

 
Received: 24/03/2019 
Subject: [redacted] – Holmfirth Town Centre Access Plan 
 

mailto:major.transport@kirklees.gov.uk
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Hi  
 
My name is [redacted]. I am emailing in regards to the Holmfirth Town Centre Access Plan.  
 
My father owns a family business in Holmfirth called [redacted].  
 
We would like to enquire if our property will be getting demolished when Kirklees Council are starting 
the construction of the roads in Holmfirth in 2020?  
 
Next to our business is a [redacted]. Are these two properties also getting demolished?  
 
I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 04/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Town Centre Access Plan 
 
Regarding your proposed changes to the town centre hereby raise my concerns regarding the 
project.  
1) Any new road development historically has shown only to increase the volume of traffic using the 
area. This is against all national policies to reduce the volume of traffic on our roads. 
2) The health of the nation regarding respiratory conditions and pollution is a major concern. The 
deep valley and geological features of the area already causes high level of pollution, thus surely any 
development which has the potential to add more pollution is a backward step. 
3) Historically Holmfirth has proved to be a major tourist attraction bringing with it increased 
commercial gains and regular festival events. Thus any move to stop the adaptation of streets from 
community activities in favour of the car...… does not endorse community relations or spirit and is 
beyond all rationale.  
 
These are but a few reasons put forward against the proposals. I agree Holmfirth does have a traffic 
problem, which needs to be addressed, but your scheme does nothing for the people just endorses 
the use of the car.... a tragedy in the making. Please review your options before it is too late and work 
with the people of Holmfirth to get a better deal for everyone before it is too late to change.  
 
Thank you for listening.  
 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 04/04/2019 
Subject: Changes in Holmfirth as a good thing 
 
Dear Sir/ Madam 
I live in Holmbridge. I travel through Holmfirth into Huddersfield daily and do perhaps half my 
shopping in Holmfirth.  
I would urge you to press on with the imaginative and much needed changed you are planning to our 
roads. I have carefully studied your plans and I think they seem sensible and will improve traffic flow 
and can only benefit trade in the town. Stationary traffic pollutes and it is badly to believe it somehow 
benefits trade in the town. 
Please get on with the changes with all speed! 
Best regards  
[redacted] 

 
Received: 05/04/2019 
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Subject: Comments on Holmfirth highway scheme 
 
Dear Sir or Madam,  
 
Here are my comments as a resident and business owner in Holmfirth. I walk, cycle or drive through 
Holmfirth virtually every day of the week.  
 
Please note, I also managed the public inquiry in relation to the Tesco development on behalf of the 
Council in 2013, and therefore have a very good knowledge of the various key junctions in and 
around Holmfirth.  
 
I object to this proposal.  
 
There is no doubt that congestion is an issue at certain times of the day within Holmfirth, but I 
consider this scheme is too radical, too expensive, and would irrevocably damage Holmfirth town 
centre forever.  
 
The demolition of the market is an easy option for the Council as it saves money and minimises / 
eliminates CPO requirements. However, this is not necessarily what is best for the centre, 
businesses or residents. Losing the only purpose-built market serving Holmfirth and surrounding 
villages is not in the public interest. It removes a key community / visitor / shopping focal point in the 
town and I cannot in any circumstances support its removal. The market is also used for lots of other 
purposes – not just for market stalls. In addition, there is nowhere for it to be replaced.  
 
The other key issue for me is that whilst the three way traffic lights at the Victoria Street / Hudds 
Road junction would be changes to two-way, the congestion for traffic coming from New Mill Road 
and Dunford Road to get on to the A6024 will be made worse by this scheme – I have no doubt (see 
further comments below). Where is the traffic modelling for us to comment upon ? For any major 
scheme like this, the existing vs proposed scenarios need to be modelled.  
 
Turning to the specific proposals:  
 

- The key issue for me is the new T-junction from the new bridge to the A6024. Right-turners will 
get stuck trying to pull out. They will have to cross two lanes of traffic and if the nearby traffic 
lights are changed to two-way, a driver waiting to pull out and turn right will be stuck because 
of queing traffic at the lights travelling north-east towards Huddersfield (and flowinbg traffic 
from the green light for traffic cominbg the other way). Then, when the traffic liggts turn green 
for those travellinbg north-east, the same right-turner won’t be able to pull-out becaue of free-
flowinbg trffic as the queue clears. Because right turners (space for only three or four cars in 
the dedicated right turn space) will then block all traffic behind on Hollwgate, congestion will I 
can gureantee be made signifcantly worse. This new junction will be the source of a new and 
worse bottlenect than any that currently exists. You only have to look at the struggle right 
turners comig from Hollowgate have now with the A6024 junction next to the Fairtrade shop. 
Modellinbg of this junction needs to be published for people to comment upon.  

 
- The removal of all but two on-street non-disabled parking will be the last nail in the coffin for 

businesses such as sandwich shops, newsagents and the like. The car park at the bus station 
and next to the market are nearly always full, so there will be no incentive to conduct quick 
purchases from local businesses, walking from a car park 5 to 10 minutes away (the main one 
being the Co-op car park).  

 
- The historic character and appearance of Hollowgate will be significantly and detrimentally 

affected by these proposals – which is part of the Holmfirth Conservation Area. There is a 
statutory duty in planning law to safeguard the character and appearance of Conservation 
Areas, and to protect the setting of listed buildings (of which there are many in and around the 
centre).  
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- It’s all well and good making things more pleasant for pedestrians and normally I would 

support pedestrian and cycle friendly measures, however we have to look at reality in this case 
– the centre of Holmfirth needs to process a lot of vehicular traffic on a daily basis and that has 
to be prioritised too. Making a one way system is in my view going to create more congestion 
and this in turn, will make the environment worse for those on foot and bicycle.  

 
- One way systems tend to be doomed to fail – look at Kendal town centre in Cumbria as a 

prime example ! They create more congestion as drivers need to travel further to get to there 
destination. This scheme would take people further if travelling from New Mill / Dunford Road / 
Rotcher Road and looking to turn right to go towards Huddersfield. In my experience, all this 
will do is direct more of this traffic to the Bridge Lane / New Mill Road junction, which is 
severely substandard at present.  

 
I fully appreciate there is no easy answer to the congestion issues in Holmfirth, however I am certain 
this is not the right scheme. The Council ought to be looking to do a major improvement scheme 
using Bridge Lane, which would facilitate the diversion of some traffic away from the centre. This 
would necessitate the purchase of property / land on Bridge Lane to enable the design of a suitable 
junction / gradients. Alternatively, a link road between New Mill Road and Huddersfield Road.  
 
I would also add that when the traffic lights in Holmfirth are on the ‘long’ cycle, this helps ease 
congestion better than it used to in my opinion. Finally, in my experience, the multiple zebra 
crossings in the centre cause more issues than they solve. Quite often, cars are having to stop every 
five or ten seconds as dribs and drabs of pedestrians cross the roads on busy days. A more 
controlled method of allowing pedestrians to cross would help ease congestion.  
 
Kind Regards 
 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 04/04/2019 
Subject: Concerns about Holmfirth traffic plans 
 
Hello 
I am extremely concerned, both as a resident and as a business owner about the plans you have put 
forward for Holmfirth town centre. 
 
My concerns centre on the following: 
 
- it will be unsafe on Hollowgate - a narrow road used by pedestrians including school children for 
Holmfirth J&I school 
- the loss of the market 
- the loss of parking and disruption to roads and pavements whilst work is ongoing 
- this is not a plan for locals but a plan to allow commuters through faster 
- what a waste of £5m for such small improvements in journey time 
- it is completely at odds with the HoTT agenda. We have FINALLY got to the point where there are 
lots of new businesses and now you will drive a lot of them out.  
- we are concerned that it will be dangerous outside our shop when HGVs are turning right 
([redacted]) 
- why can’t we just ban vehicles over a certain weight limit who are not needing to access/deliver to 
businesses in the centre? 
 
Thanks 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 25/03/2019 



 

353 | P a g e  
 

Subject: Consultation : Holmfirth Town Centre Access Plan 
 
Dear Sir or Madam, 
 
Further to the above, I write to notify you of my strong objection to the preferred option for the 
following reasons: 
 
1. The stated aim of the proposal is to speed up the traffic flow through Holmfirth, this will simply 

increase the amount of traffic passing through. 
2. The proposal does not include any measures to reduce the amount of traffic coming into 

Holmfirth, it simply responses to a prediction of increased traffic flow. Kirklees continues to allow 
further development within the Holme Valley, despite the proven issues on local roads which have 
resulted in this proposal. 

3. The proposal does not include any proposal to replace the market hall. 
4. Many pupils walk across Hollowgate to go up Rotcher to Nabb School which Kirklees has chosen 

to expand many times, there is no provision for these pupils safely crossing Hollowgate with its 
proposed increased traffic flow. 

5. Vehicles coming down Rotcher to travel to Huddersfield currently, turn right onto Hollowgate, left 
onto Victoria Street and then right at the traffic lights onto Huddersfield Road. Access from the 
bottom of Rotcher to Huddersfield Road will now require a left turn onto Hollowgate and then 
across the bridge. The narrowing of the Road on Hollowgate will make this left turn at the bottom 
of Rotcher impossible. What is the alternative route? 

6. Vehicles coming down Rotcher to travel to Holme Moss or Greenfield Road, can currently turn left 
onto Hollow gate and pass over the bridge to turn left onto Huddersfield Road.  

7. Hollowgate is use for the food and drink festivals which bring much needed visitors into Holmfirth 
and turnover for local businesses. The narrowing of the Road on Hollowgate will make this left 
turn at the bottom of Rotcher impossible. What is the alternative route? 

8. The proposal does not recognise the “unique complexities of the of Holmfirth landscape ” and 
seems to prioritise the town centre as a location for traffic to be routed through as quickly as 
possible, rather than an urban space  

9. Hollowgate is unsuitable for Double Decker Buses and HGVs. 
10. No details are provided on the measures to mitigate impact on local businesses and residences, 

local shops are already struggling. 
11. The “High Cost” option is stated as being discounted as it was “never feasible”, why have no 

further options being developed and consulted upon? 
 
Please can you revert advising what the next steps are for the proposal in terms of (1) Feedback on 
the Consultation and (2) Decision making. 
 
Kind Regards 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 30/03/2019 
Subject: Destruction of Holmfirth 
 
I am greatly disturbed and worried about the ill-thought and dangerous, proposed new road layout for 
the centre of Holmfirth 
 
I attended one of the sessions held at the Civic Hall and was amazed by the lack of knowledge your 
officers possessed 
 
Added to this Councillor Firth told one group “if we don’t spend the money now we will not be offered 
it in the future” - if this was his major concern then shame on him 
 
Several points really concern me:  
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1:   Putting the destruction of Hollowgate aside 
 
How on Earth are huge vehicles going to exit into Huddersfield Road without causing chaos - at the 
moment at the top of Victoria Street swing as far as they can to the centre of Victoria Street, end up 
on the wrong side of Huddersfield Road before straightening up to continue their journey.  They can 
only do this due to the traffic lights stopping traffic a few metres from the junction 
 
The new road will have two lanes one for left one for right 
 
You have a bus turning left and a lorry turning right what/who/where does the traffic on Huddersfield 
Road stop to let them out 
 
Adjacent to this road is a car park with traffic exiting left and right.  Another car park opposite this with 
traffic doing the same. 
 
The result is deadlock with traffic building in three directions from three locations.   
 
2: The  roundabout at the bottom of Dunford  Road. 
 
You have people exiting Rotcher (backing up at school time) they have to  enter the roundabout, go 
round then exit onto Hollowgate. They then join another queue to get onto Huddersfield Road.  
 
Added to this you have the traffic. Leaving Dunford Road entering the roundabout to turn onto 
Hollowgate.  This also applies to all the buses leaving the bus station 
 
It will still cause holdups - just longer ones 
 
3: No thought has been given to the school children who walk up Rotcher.   Traffic will be at a 
standstill especially at school times - there is  insufficient room to allow traffic entering and exiting 
Rotcher at the same time now so traffic gives way on this road - so chaos will be created. 
 
The children (all under 11)  will have to cross Hollowgate with substantially increased traffic coming 
off a roundabout - a lot of this traffic will be large lorries and double decker buses 
 
There are no plans for a zebra crossing - maybe they will go back to the good old days of a lolly pop 
lady -   Either option will cause traffic to stop and build up.  The school also take the children 
swimming once a week and have regular visits into Holmfirth - this will now be more difficult due to 
the roundabout and increased level of traffic entering Hollowgate. 
 
Traffic will still build up on Dunford Road.  This happens if there is an accident further afield.  Dunford 
Road is busy - cars park on one side making it difficult for traffic.  This situation will still occur with the 
new road structure 
- nothing changes 
 
Maybe we do need an alternative route but this is the wrong one. 
 
Put pedestrian safety ahead of saving a couple of minutes to a vehicle driver 
 
The current traffic  build ups are caused by a series of things: 
 
Illegal parking on Dunford Road. 
Zebra crossing on Victoria Street - causes blockages across Hollowgate - perhaps move this or make 
it a pelican crossing. 
Traffic lights at the top the road have the wrong sequence it needs looking at alternatively we should 
go back to the days of no lights when traffic flowed freely but of course was not as heavy 
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I for one put our lovely town, the safety of our children and security of our local traders above drivers 
saving a minute or two because they have to queue 
 
Should this scheme go ahead what compensation is going to be offered to all the business who will 
cease to trade.  The 18 month plan for the scheme(which no doubt will overrun) will stop visitors and 
locals shopping along Hollowgate and should they return it will be too late for some businesses.   
 
Once the new road structure is in place pedestrians will be reluctant to walk Hollowgates’ narrow  
pavements with additional traffic coming within inches of them.   
 
There is 
Insufficient  room to increase the size of the pavement at the narrow start of Hollowgate unless you 
propose to Compulsary Purchase the  three businesses located there 
 
I trust there will be a proper public meeting at which people concerns can be properly addressed by 
people who know the area and the problems rather than these inconclusive consultations held at the 
Civic. 
 
You’re sincerely 
[redacted] 
Concerned Resident 

 
Received: 05/04/2019 
Subject: FW: Holmfirth Town Centre Access Plan – To not Through please 
 
Ooops sorry the cat pressed send I will continue below! 
 
________________________________________ 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 05 April 2019 11:44 
To: major.transport@kirklees.gov.uk 
Subject: Holmfirth Town Centre Access Plan  
Hi Transport Planners of Kirklees, 
 
No just no to the new road scheme proposals! They are wrong in so many ways it is difficult to know 
where to start so I will give you a very personal perspective. 
 
I live on [redacted] in Holmfirth and have the very great pleasure of overlooking the town centre so I 
am very familiar with traffic patterns I also have a car and regularly use the roads as well as 
accessing Holmfirth on foot via Bunkers Hill. 
 
Traffic Problems. 
 
The only traffic buildup I see is around 3.30 to 5.30 and what part of the UK does not suffer from 
some traffic build up at school and work leaving hours. The rest of the time no problem so why should 
we ruin the centre of Holmfirth to deliver an improved traffic experience for 2 hours a day when it's 
not that bad even then. 
 
When it's gone it's gone 
 
Driving a major new road junction and bridge through the quirky historical landscape of Hollowgate 
will irrevocably alter the centre of Holmfirth. You can't put that back other than artificially so why 
destroy it in the first place? 
 
Tourism 
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My house was [redacted] house in Last of the Summer Wine and even though the series is long 
finished I still get people wanting to look around. They stand on my terrace and admire the view and 
explain they come to Holmfirth because of its appearance, heritage and abundance of things to do 
/places to eat etc. If we don't protect this tourist asset they won't come which I guess in some way 
might solve the traffic problem anyway! 
 
Commerce 
 
How will the Hollowgate chippy survive road closures while the bridge is being built? How will it 
survive being imprisoned by a wall of slowmoving HGV traffic waiting to go over the new bridge and 
turn on to Huddersfield Road? Hollowgate has recently got it's act together. Some units have been 
refurbed and have new tenants - what will happen to that wasted effort come road works and traffic. 
 
How will the new businesses ( and indeed Longley Farm cafe) on Huddersfield Road cope with HGVs 
turning right or left onto Huddersfield Road. Don't think I'd be queuing up for a diesel flavoured ice 
cream! 
 
I haven't got any children but I understand the junction at the bottom of Rotcher would become 
positively dangerous for school kids. 
 
Why can't we route HGV and possibly other traffic away from the centre of Holmfirth altogether? We 
want people to come TO Holmfirth and spend their money locally. We don't want people, especially 
HGV lorry drivers, just driving THROUGH it on the way to servicing some other population centre. 
 
We should treat Holmfirth with the kind of respect and love that Hebden Bridge has had lavished on 
it.  
 
Other deadlines await or would I go on! 
 
Regards 
 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 05/04/2019 
Subject: Fwd: Destruction…er “Construction” plans 
 
>> Good afternoon,  
>>  
>> I am not a resident, but I have spent some time in this adorable town and a HUGE piece of my 
heart lives there.  
>>  
>> These plans will destroy this place. I’ve seen it first hand many times in places I’ve lived. What 
was once walkable, shop-able,  charming and even film-worthy will be ruined for the people who love 
it the most. Little shops  and streets fall into ruin, and before you know it, a big box monstrosity has 
moved in to cater to the people who really wish they lived in a sprawling American suburb. You will 
decimate the tourism - those of us who dream of living out our lives there won’t even want to visit and 
spend money. Better to just keep our misty-eyed memories intact.  
>>  
>> The traffic is already too fast and dangerous!  Limiting it, not encouraging it, might be a better 
plan, if done correctly.  
>>  
>> Please listen to the residents and visitors that love this place the way it is. Urban “improvements” 
are the eyesores of the future, and can do more harm than good.  
>>  
>> Very sincerely, if not eloquently,  
>>  
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>> [redacted]  

 
Received: 03/04/2019 
Subject: Fwd: Holmfirth bypass 
 
-------- Original message -------- 
From: [redacted]  
Date: 02/04/2019 21:27 (GMT+00:00)  
To: major.transport@kirklees.gov.uk  
Subject: holmfirth bypass  
 
I do not agree with the new proposed road and cannot see any way spoiling the heritage part of 
holmfirth.hollowgate,with big traffic is going to work as they still have to do a 90degree turn at the top 
at Woodhead road.so no improvement there.perhaps another look at the traffic lights as traffic seems 
to flow when they are not working.also the pedestrian crossing by Kaye's shop is unnecessary and 
holds up the traffic entering the yellow box only to meet another crossing 10 yards away stopping 
flow of traffic up Victoria street..please think again and don't spoil our town.  
[redacted] 

 
Received: 02/04/2019 
Subject: Fwd: Improved Holmfirth Town Centre 
 
Readdressed. [redacted] 
 
---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: [redacted] 
Date: Tue, 2 Apr 2019 at 10:10 
Subject: Improving Holmfirth Town Centre 
To: major.transport@kirkless.gov.uk <major.transport@kirkless.gov.uk> 
 

Dear Sirs, 
We are against your proposal as we think Hollogate will be ruined as it's a very vital part of the town. 
Especially with the Tourists 
and at various festivals and functions that take place in the Town. It is very narrow and buildings are 
very old and large traffic flows in time will weaken the foundations and the one pavement very 
narrow.  
 
The roundabout planned will ruin the 'Centre' of the Town, taking away the charm of the place which 
makes Holmfirth so famous.. 
 
We think you should look at a more affordable proposal: 
 
All traffic from Huddersfield will turn left into Bridge Lane, which would be one way up to Station 
Road, (the junction widened and 
Possible lights). Traffic could turn left to New Mill, etc or right to the Town Centre. Traffic could then 
turn left up Dunford Road (as it does now) or down Victoria Street which will be two lanes or way - left 
one for vehicles to turn left to Manchester and right to Huddersfield A6024 or back to Bridge 
Lane for the one way system. 
 
This will be less expensive and less invasive to the Town.  
 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 01/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth ‘roundabout’ 

mailto:major.transport@kirklees.gov.uk
mailto:major.transport@kirkless.gov.uk
mailto:major.transport@kirkless.gov.uk
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To whom it may concern  
 
I am writing to ask that the new proposals for Holmfirth Town Centre don’t go through. I live and work 
in Holmfirth. 
 
I have yet to find a resident that is in favour of the scheme. Not only will it desecrate our lovely 
historic town, it will only attract more unwanted traffic. Hollowgate is used for our festivals which 
brings revenue into our town and Kirklees. Turning Hollowgate into a ‘roundabout’ will be a detriment 
to the business along there also. It will in turn be dangerous and cause injuries and even deaths. The 
scheme doesn’t even account for cyclists.  
 
Our town shouldn’t be used as a ‘roundabout’ for thoroughfare. If anything as well, HGV’s should be 
banned.  
 
I have never found the traffic a problem in Holmfirth, so why make things worse by encouraging more 
traffic to come through?  
 
I really do hope you listen to the many disgruntled residents of Holmfirth who don’t want the scheme 
to happen, which to me seems to be everybody. Probably the only people that would agree to the 
idea are lorry drivers, and they don’t live here.  
 
Don’t just make our town a thoroughfare and destroy the quaintness that attracts tourists into the 
town, and the beauty that the people who live here love. 
 
Yours Sincerely  
 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 03/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Access Plan 
 
Comments on the proposed Holmfirth Access Plan for your consideration 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
I would like you to consider the lower cost option, since I feel using a couple of new mini - 
roundabouts, or better sequencing of the Victoria Street traffic lights, the flow of traffic would be much 
better. At present there is a big problem even at quiet times of the day, when the lights only allow 
only 4/5 cars to come out of Victoria Street. Consequently, you often get a backup of traffic onto 
Towngate. Huddersfield Road / Woodhead Road get a much longer period allowing more traffic 
through with no real backup of traffic. (Has a previous traffic survey been carried out here in the past 
to identify this problem?) 
 
I am not convinced that a one - way system would improve traffic flow and relieve congestion. Traffic 
from Rotcher, Royd Mount, Cartworth and Cemetery Road would have to circumnavigate the whole 
one-way system to get out of the town up Dunford Road, a main artery out of the town. As a resident 
of Cartworth, like others on these roads, our journey out of the town will be longer, slower and 
produce more pollution for the pedestrians of the town. 
 
It is important for the town to keep the market and this proposal appears to, under section 10, remove 
it altogether with the council not even taking responsibility for finding a suitable alternative venue. 
Passing on this responsibility to others is, in my view is disgraceful and unprofessional. 
 
Since we are still being told that we are in a period of austerity, I cannot understand why the council 
is not opting for the low cost option first. Whether you are getting extra funds from central government 
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or not for your mid cost option, the public would like to see spending reflected by what we are being 
told by the chancellor. Not being wasted on a gamble, that will probably not solve the problem. 
 
I hope you will consider these comments professionally and I hope that this is not a fore gone 
conclusion (apologies for being cynical). I hope they will contribute to the right decision being made 
for what is best for the residents/locals and not what is best for the council. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
[redacted] 
Resident. 

 
Received: 04/03/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth access town centre – Plans 
 
Further to the public consultation which is currently underway. I have noticed there is some unclear 
information which I would appreciate some clarity around.  
 
The preferred option proposed does not clearly indicate which way the traffic will be heading if and 
when Victoria Street becomes one way. Can you clarify please? Also on that note, although I 
welcome the upgrade and change, I don't think that option to make Victoria St one way is realistic. I 
commute to Leeds by car (having given up on public transport a year ago due to how dirty and how 
much it was simply deteriorating). My commute is a lengthy commute already and with the proposal 
of one way traffic on Vic St, I fear this will lead traffic to use the much longer way through to Denby 
Dale passed Calder Vets. Can you advise if this is the case as I fear this is unrealistic and will cause, 
if anything, more congestion. If it will be one way towards the centre, this also is unrealistic as will 
encourage all traffic to use Hollowgate even if they need to go back on themselves. I think two way is 
just fine. 
 
My second point is re: Hollowgate. You state this will become one way but then on the proposal, 
there is what seems to be a two way right at the start of HOllowgate in the centre of Holmfirth. This 
seems pointless.  
 
I think Hollogate being one way is a good idea as I think most of the proposals are, especially moving 
the zebra crossing from outside Kayes. This is a hazard daily so I welcome that news.  
 
Finally, can you advise how the disruption of these upgrades will be managed as that was not clear. 
Evidently this will be a huge disruption for us who live in Holmfirth and work in Leeds and to be 
honest, I have never really much bothered about the congestion as have not felt it was bad enough to 
whine about. I think there are bigger more important things to whine about in Holmfirth but hey ho.. it 
is what it is. I fear there are people with idle hands maybe who are being listened to too often. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you with some clarity around my queries thanks. I have lived in 
Holmfirth a very long time and am nervous about any changes to character. The fact that we already 
have a Lidl and I believe an Aldi on the way is disheartening as the Coop was doing just fine along 
with local shops like Andrews and several butchers. We didn't need more. Maybe at some point a 
step back to consider being happy with what we have here and reminding ourselves of the reason 
why we moved here might not be so bad. I don't mind that I don't have all the conveniences and 
would rather not have more and more supermarkets being built which are simply ugly and encourage 
more greed. 
 
Regards. 

 
Received: 24/03/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth bridge plans 
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You will destroy everything that the town stands for. no market,no character. you will bring in heavy 
traffic so where is your safety classes then.its mad and a waste of money and time.i love the 
town.keep it safe.keep out heavy traffic. 

 
Received: 01/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth 
 
Don't make a mess of Holmfirth  like other road schemes that you have attempted (eg ainley top 
roundabout ). The valley is too narrow in holmfirth town centre to offer any easy solutions. I know little 
about traffic management ,but would an easy solution be to stop all parking in victoria street and at 
the top of the street  demolish the shops on the  top left hand side and take away the acute left turn   
Alternatevely  leave well alone. Regards [redacted] 

 
Received: 31/03/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth centre access plan 
 
Residential response to the proposed plan 
 
Firstly, I am extremely surprised that Kirklees have undoubtedly used scarce council resources to 
develop such a dreadful plan. I am assuming that my council is only interested in getting large lorries 
to their destinations, regardless of pedestrian safety, to put forward this proposal. 
 
I share the same concerns as my Holme Valley vision network responses. 
 
I would also like to add that I am somewhat perplexed that my council is more interested in such as 
Plevin lorries not having to travel a further 5 miles to avoid Holmfirth than they are about the safety of 
our local residents including children of our future generations. I understand that the Plevin oversized 
lorries (which regularly block Holmfirth due to their size and impatience, mount kerbs and have a 
general disregard), carry waste wood for recycling over to Mossley. So are the council I wonder, 
more interested in wood recycling than the safety of our children walking or cycling to and from 
school? 
 
It has been noted that due to the council passing some many recent large developments such as 
housing developments in Scholes, Hade Edge and Upperthong and the Aldi site that large heavy 
traffic has increased adding to blockages. Rather a convenient time than to push forward such a plan 
which such helps large lorries pass through and completed the ultimate goal of demolishing the 
market! 
 
I will conclude that as a resident I obviously reject the proposal. I would much prefer the council look 
to reroute these large lorries away from our town with traffic calming devices than just build a larger 
road (that is only possible in places). I can only see that the council loses the council market building 
(reducing its costs) which has been its aim for years given it has not sought to use it to its full 
potential.  
 
There is no benefit to residents, the local council tax payers, in this area. 
 
Regards, 
 
[redacted] 
Upperthong 

 
Received: 04/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth centre road plans 
 
Dear Sirs 
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I have completed the Kirklees questionnaire regarding the above plans but wanted to expand on 
some of my comments. 
For context, I am self-employed and work from home in Thongsbridge but go into Holmfirth 3 or 4 
times a week to shop, use the post office, restaurants/cafes and hairdressers.  
For me the traffic in the centre of Holmfirth is no worse than at Lockwood when travelling to 
Huddersfield. 
In your explanation of what is proposed, Councillor McBride states: "the proposals..will get traffic 
moving..and the changes will enhance the town centre, making it more accessible...and more 
attractive to business investment". 
While the proposals may help to improve traffic movement I strongly disagree that the changes will 
enhance the town centre or attract additional business investment and I would make the following 
observations: 
1. Improved flow of traffic is likely to be deleterious to local businesses especially in Victoria Street 
and Hollowgate (a) while the proposed works are taking place and (b) after they are completed 
unless parking availability is improved.  
2. If the market hall is to be demolished couldn't that site be used as a two (or more) storey car park 
instead of a new section of road? 
3. The suggestion that Hollowgate should be a main section of road is ridiculous given how narrow it 
is in places. The prospect of buses, trucks and lorries driving along there is a scary one in terms of 
pedestrian safety. 
4. Some of the changes will forever alter part of the character which is so evident in the historic 
centre of Holmfirth. 
5. Instead of pedestrian crossings why don't you consider some tasteful pedestrian walkways over 
the road as part of the plans? 
6. The timing of the traffic light changes at Victoria Street could be improved massively. 
7. The implementation of any proposals MUST not simply be aimed at improving traffic flow but must 
take full cognisance of the needs of the users of the shops/businesses and facilities in Holmfirth and 
also have due consideration for the fact that those businesses are supporting Kirklees Council by the 
payment of council tax/business rates. Surely the Council must take a balanced approach and 
consider all of these needs?  
Please take into account my views along with the others which people have proffered as part of the 
consultation process. 
Thank you in anticipation. 
Yours faithfully 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 04/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Centre 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I am sending this email to beg you to reconsider the changes to wish to make to Hollowgate and the 
centre of Holmfirth.  
 
I’m sure you’ve been contacted several times highlighting the impact to the safely of the children 
walking to Nabb school, the impact to business and the fact it will turn out beautiful town into a 
thoroughfare making it almost impossible to walk into the centre with young children.  It will result 
negatively in events that take place throughout the year. 
 
Please please reconsider  
 
Regards 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 04/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Consultation 
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I am writing to ask that the new proposals for Holmfirth Town Centre don’t go through. I live and work 
in Holmfirth. 
 
This is destruction of the infrastructure and character of our beautiful town. the scheme will change 
for the worse the historically important Hollowgate area of town in the pursuit of easier access for 
through traffic, especially large lorries.  
 
You pose very leading questions. Firstly, the majority of questions ask about travelling through 
Holmfirth. This immediately sets out the Kirklees agenda as one which is not at all interested in 
getting people into Holmfirth. We are asked “What is your main reason for travelling through Holmfrth 
town centre?” but, given that we live, work and shop here, all the answers are applicable but we are 
allowed to choose only one. A better question would have been created by adding an “s” to “reason” 
and allowing us to tick as many as apply. A later question asks “Please rate your experience of 
congestion in Holmfirth town centre:”. The possible responses (Very High to No opinion) render this 
question absolutely incomprehensible and , therefore, meaningless. 
 
Hollowgate is, essentially, the heart of our town, the central setting for Folk, Food and Arts Festivals 
which bring huge profits (financial and otherwise) into Holmfirth. This will be sacrificed in the cause of 
more rapid transit through town with no thought for where these festivals might relocate their events. 
We are promised “a more attractive environment for residents, businesses and visitors” which will not 
happen, it will kill off a focal part of town, ignoring the traffic flow on Rotcher (which includes small 
schoolchildren coming and going to Nab School)? 
 
Sometimes drivers might have to queue for a while, but usually only when other major routes are 
blocked such as the a628 or the M62. Such delays are inevitable in a town which is (incredibly) over 
a 1000 years old. The same problems exist in Buxton, Bakewell and Hebden Bridge which, as we 
should, build up and retain the positive, historic and unique character of their town that brings in 
tourists and money to their area. 
 
In times when climate is key and we should be looking to promote alternative, more efficient, 
sustainable and clean ways to travel I feel this plan is in direct contradiction to some of Kirklees 
councils other aims. It does not encourage cleaner safer travel nor promote clean air and safe 
pedestrian and cyclist routes. It does the opposite, encouraging and making it easier for traffic flowing 
through to expand rather than use the air monitored and managed motorways. If anything elements 
of Holmfirth should be pedestrianised making a cleaner, safer environment for residents, pedestrians, 
children and tourists to build the economy.  
 
Turning Hollowgate into a ‘roundabout’ will be a detriment to the business along there also. It will in 
turn be dangerous and cause injuries and even deaths. This is only of benefit to some large lorries 
passing through not of any benefits to residents and businesses. 
 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 04/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth 
 
I have spent some time on the proposed traffic/road changes and comment as follows. 
 
The biggest problem in Holmfirth is a huge lack of parking not traffic congestion. The proposed 
measures however, will bring little improvement to traffic flow, have minimal impact on emissions 
(extra traffic which would be a result of slightly easier transit would negate any emissions reduction) 
affect the historic and quaint centre and threaten the tourist attractions. 
 
Any monies that have been attracted for road improvements should be used entirely differently. 
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[redacted] 

 
Received: 01/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth major transport scheme 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
I am writing to you with great concern to the proposed major transport scheme in Holmfirth Centre. 
I am a resident of Holmfirth and was shocked to hear then read about the new proposed plans. 
I do not want our town centre to have another road cutting over Centre in half. 
I am someone who goes to work but I’m not interested in improving traffic, this is not why I moved to 
Holmfirth! Holmfirth is a beautiful town and I believe residents want a town that has a market, is a 
lovely place to visit and puts the community first. 
More roads extra traffic will not make Holmfirth a nicer place to life. 
Do you really think this proposal will benefit the residents of Holmfirth, it will not! 
More public spaces, areas to sit next to the river, stone flagged pavements, nicer lighting, yes please! 
Regards  
[redacted] 

 
Received: 12/03/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Major Transport Scheme 
 
Good afternoon, 
 
I have been examining the proposals for Holmfirth and under the FAQ section on the website, it says 
 
"For those on foot there will be widened footways and additional crossing facilities" 
 
At present, there pedestrian crossing facilities on all three arms of the Victoria Street / Huddersfield 
Road junction. In the proposed scheme, there is a crossing one only one arm. Please could you 
explain where these additional crossing facilities are located? I'm afraid I cannot see them on the 
scheme drawing. 
 
Also, on the scheme drawing, on the section of Hollowgate opposite the junction with Rotcher Road, 
the drawing seems to suggest new natural stone paving within the boundary of the existing buildings 
on Hollowgate. Do the proposals involve demolition of any buildings on Hollowgate? 
 
Many thanks 
 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 15/03/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth new plans 
 
The main hold up in traffic through Holmfirth in my opinion is the two pedestrian crossings in close 
proximity to each other. Traffic stops for one and immediately has to stop again at the next; this 
causes a back up of traffic on Victoria street with vehicles stranded part way through the lights at the 
top. 
It would be much better if the pedestrian crossing opposite Kaye’s ironmongers shop could be 
relocated nearer to the entrance to the bus station. 
I think it is a dangerous crossing as drivers have so many roads to watch, particularly entering 
Holmfirth from Dunford road, and turning right, they don’t always notice pedestrians.    Speed is a 
factor too in this area.  Trying to beat oncoming cars in frustration after taking ages to travel down 
Dunford road. 
 
A no right turn from Hollowgate onto Huddersfield road would also improve the flow. 
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[redacted] 

 
Received: 05/04/2019 
Subject: HOLMFIRTH PLANS 
 
Good Evening here are my views, 
Is that why the council have been running the market down for years? 
The appearance of traditional stone shops on Hollogate  will look dreadful, we need to keep character 
of the town. 
I thought that the council would welcome tourists and they could make the current market into a hub 
of community produce and put Holmfirth on the map. It is rather short sighted. 
With regards to lorries you need to stop them coming down Upperthong lane but you fail to do so and 
so you wan to plough money into something else, why not just get rid of the crossings which clog up 
the traffic lights, and spend money on the market hall and make it a food capital like Malton. 
It is probably a done deal and my views will not be heard but shame on Kirklees council for being so 
blind and missing yet another opportunity Best wishes [redacted] 

 
Received: 04/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth plans 
 
Good afternoon. 
I would just like to inform you of my thoughts regarding the proposed road changers in Holmfirth. 
I do not want this proposed scheme to go ahead, as I have reservations with the plans. 
 
I do appreciate that the council is trying to help Holmfirth, but in my opinion this scheme is designed 
for those travelling through Holmfirth by trying to speed up the time they spend driving through the 
town, not those who live, work and shop in Holmfirth.  
 
Removing valuable street parking does not help the shops. 
 
Reducing the road with at the start of Hollowgate to accommodate a wider pavement on the left hand 
side of the road as you go on, in my opinion is dangerous as the road is only just wide enough for 
vans now and you are wanting ALL traffic to use this road.  
 
The town centre will become grid locked when someone is on the crossing by the entrance to the bus 
station and others are stuck on the round a bout. 
 
Victoria Street does not need to be one way,  
 
Traffic coming from Holme going down Victoria street have to wait until someone lets them cross the 
traffic as there is not traffic management at the top of Victoria street. 
 
Traffic turning right towards Huddersfield from the new bridge also has to wait for someone to let 
them in as there is no traffic management at this new junction. 
 
I do not like the scheme and would like Kirklees to have a look for an alternative which will enhance 
the town, not kill it off. 
 
Yours  
 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 04/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth plans 
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Dear Kirklees, 
I have only recently been made aware of an alternative plan from [redacted], which I think is brilliant, 
and I would urge you to look seriously at this radical plan which preserves the old buildings and 
creates more space for pedestrians and cyclists. I attach her plan. 
Regards, 
[redacted] 
 
Image attached: 

 
 

 
Received: 02/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth proposals 
 
Dear sirs, 
 
I am writing to respond to the current Holmfirth traffic proposal. I am a resident of Holmfirth.  
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My main concerns with the proposal are: 
1) the focus on traffic rather than people of Holmfirth and visitors 
2) the potential adverse effects on Holmfirth businesses  
3) the potential adverse effects on the environment 
4) the potential adverse effects on clean air and thus the medical condition/ lung development of local 
children 
5) the adverse effect on community events 
6) the adverse effect on revitalisation of Holmfirth 
7) the adverse effect on the character of Holmfirth 
8) the danger presented by more traffic flowing more quickly 
 
An alternative plan should be developed to take into account the above. It would include: 
A) restrictions on HGVs and on delivery times 
B) improved public transport 
C) optimisation of the timing of the traffic lights at Victoria Street junction and enforcement of box 
junction  
D) removal of on street parking save for disabled parking 
E) development of more car parking spaces so visitors and workers can easily park to visit/work in 
Holmfirth. 
F) consideration of park and ride for Holmfirth and for Huddersfield 
 
 
I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Wit kind regards 
 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 05/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth proposed changes 
 
Hi  
Re the proposal for Holmfirth it seems to have not taken into account Rocher road off Hollowgate 
were the local school is located the majority of the schools 260 pupils will go to school via this route 
mostly by car which could involve hundreds of cars needing to cross the traffic entering Hollowgate to 
go to the new road twice a day as it is not possible to easily turn right at the bottom of rocher . See 
link to the schools website for the size of the school 
https://holmfirthjinschool.net/school-info/school-prospectus/. 
Hollowgate is also too narrow for the proposed scheme which will turn the centre of Holmfirth into a 
roundabout, see below screen shots from the local community Facebook page of a far better 
proposal to cross the river giving Holmfirth a better community area for the many festivals that take 
place in the town when thousands of people are walking around the streets and often envoles the 
closing to traffic of Hollowgate, 
[includes screenshot of Facebook post] 
Regards 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 02/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth proposed changes 
 
To whom it may concern 
 
I just wanted to express my dismay to the proposed changes to Holmfirth road network in an email. 
 
I am a resident of Holmfirth and also work in Holmfirth. I am interested in how Holmfirth's transport 
systems can be improved to benefit those who travel TO and INTO not THROUGH Holmfirth.  

https://holmfirthjinschool.net/school-info/school-prospectus/
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Holmfirth is a vibrant and creative town with many independent businesses and shop and a host of 
wonderful festivals that bring character, and visitors, and income to the town. The proposed changes 
will not improve things for those shops or festivals. In fact, the change of use for Hollowgate will 
mean an end to Holmfirth Festival of Folk, Holmfirth Food and Drink Festival and dramatic changes to 
Holmfirth Arts Festival. The town cannot afford to lose those events. 
 
The small independent shops and businesses need Holmfirth to be a place where people can easily 
stop and stay, NOT DRIVE THROUGH. The building works that would be inevitable from the 
proposed changes would be catastrophic to the already struggling businesses. They simply will not 
survive. 
 
If the proposed changes were to go ahead Holmfirth would be left as a ghost town. It would lose it's 
vibrancy, it's creativity and it's character. It would lose the very reason people come to visit. 
 
Not only this but there has been seemingly little (or no) consideration for pedestrians in the new plan. 
How will children walking to NABB school up Rocher from the end of Hollowgate be safe?  
 
I do not see the traffic problems in Holmfirth to warrant the proposed changes. Improved parking 
restrictions, developing a park and ride scheme, stop HGVs travelling through the town, YES. 
Improve things so more HGVs and more traffic passes through, NO. 
 
Thank you in anticipation for hearing my concerns, I hope you do listen to these and to others. These 
changes are not improvements and would irreversibly damage our town, 
 
Best wishes 
 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 05/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth proposed plans 
 
Dear Sirs 
I have great concern over the proposed plans for Holmfirth. I live in Holmfirth and generally I do not 
find any congestion, only when there is a problem in the surrounding area and a large number of 
traffic comes down Dunford Road and I don’t feel the new changes will alleviate this. 
Holmfirth is a lovely small town and will be ruined by the proposed changes. The only change that is 
required is to move the zebra crossings to one opposite the bus station and to make this a pelican 
crossing with lights. This is a very simple cheap solution and will make an enormous difference as at 
the moment people wander slowly one after another across the crossing outside Lloyds bank which 
stops the free movement of cars as they come through the traffic lights.  
Sending the lorries on Hollowgate will be horrendous and ruin the old shops there that are a feature 
of the town.  
I would urge that this ridiculous plan is not carried out. It is very expensive and isn’t even required. It 
will be a complete waste of money and ruin the very heart of Holmfirth. 
Yours faithfully  
[redacted] 

 
Received: 04/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth proposed scheme 
 
Dear Kirklees, 
 
Feedback on scheme. 
 
I am not in favour of the scheme due to the inclusion of the following elements:- 
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1) Re-routing through traffic past Rotcher & along Hollowgate for the following reasons:- 
a) it will make crossing the road at the bottom of Rotcher hazardous, which is dangerous to shoppers 
but particularly children crossing for school. 
b) It will destroy the character of Hollowgate and likely cause damage over the long term to the 
existing buildings through increased heavy traffic and emissions. 
c) It will make it much harder for traffic to exit Rotcher and Lower Mill Lane 
d) There are no traffic lights proposed onto Woodhead road, so it will be hazardous to turn out 
(particularly right) onto woodhead rd. 
 
I am in favour of removing most parking on Victoria Rd and making parking along Victoria Rd & 
Hollowgate loading only for the business that are down there. 
 
I am keen for stricter control of ad hoc pavement parking by non disabled people as this causes 
traffic disruption.  I believe cameras should be installed to automatically fine people for doing this 
unless they are a registered business vehicle. 
 
This happens regularly on Woodhead Rd outside the chinese takeaway, on hollowgate & on Victoria 
Rd. 
 
Finally, I’m disappointed there is no suggestion of a small park & ride to relieve parking on summer / 
event weekends. 
 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 10/03/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth removal of the market hall for road improvements 
 
Hi please can you advise me who I speak to about the bulldozing of our market hall in Holmfirth for a 
road to be placed instead. 
I’m deeply saddened that our market hall which is part of Holmfirth and historic can be bulldozed to 
make way for a through road. 
Please get back to me as I have many Holmfirth residents who are also against this and we need to 
know who to send our emails to addressing this. 
Thank you  
Kindest regards  
[redacted] 

 
Received: 26/03/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth revisioin 
 
Re the proposed Holmfirth Town Centre Access Plan. 
I am not in favour of this plan at all, it certainly needs re-thinking. The following points come to mind:- 
a) Do away with the current pedestrian crossings and re-site ONE of them. 
b) Look at the traffic light system at the top of Victoria Street (incidentally when these lights are not 
operating the flow of traffic is much better!) 
c) Restrict the size of HGV'S using Holmfirth centre. 
d) Hollowgate wants leaving as it is along with the Market Hall, maybe a better one-way system.  
e) Make Bridge Lane (from Station Road) a one-way system only (down hill). 
f) Most importantly what about the safety of children going to and from Nabb School? 
There aren't enough car parking places - hence congestion on all roads leading into and out of 
Holmfirth centre. 
Please do not destroy the look of Holmfirth !!! 
Yours sincerely, 
[redacted] 
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Received: 04/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Road Development Plan 
 
Dear sirs, 
 
I write with increasing alarm about the proposed road development and my concerns over the 
destruction of my home town and community. 
 
Hollowgate - the shops will be rendered obsolete and I fear for the businesses and the jobs. The 
buildings will crumble from heavy traffic passing along a road that just wasn't designed for the likes of 
heavy lorries and juggernauts. 
 
Market Hall - where will the market be...? For the last few years, stall holders have been discouraged 
from using this building. 
 
In the height of Last of the Summerwine we had many coaches coming into the town every day 
(sometimes into double figures) without causing major problems. 
 
I have to ask... 
Where is the research to back this plan? 
What indeed is it intended to do? 
Surely Holmfirth needs FOOTFALL and not traffic - this plan brings traffic and discourages footfall 
Surely it makes sense to discourage heavy lorries and juggernauts from using Holmfirth as a bypass? 
Why not "interview" all the heavy lorries and juggernauts currently using Holmfirth to understand why 
they do so and look at alternative routes for them to use? These plans actively encourage these 
vehicles into using Holmfirth as a useful detour... and once this happens our town will be destroyed. 
Perhaps strategically placed signs banning vehicles over a certain length/weight without advance 
permission (similar to escorted vehicles on Motorways) might be a more cost effective and efficient 
way to deal with this. 
Why not encourage pedestrians and footfall...? especially on Hollowgate (used for festivals 
throughout the summer, bringing funds into our community and a great deal of fun, joy and pleasure 
to both visitors and locals alike. 
I strongly encourage a rethink of these plans and perhaps the best solution may well be to leave well 
alone... 
Regards 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 07/03/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Road Development 
 
Where can I obtain traffic survey data carried out in Holmfirth over the past 5 years? 
Or am I required to make a FOI request? 
Thank you 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 05/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth road improvement 
 
I'm writing to you with regards to the proposed road works in Holmfirth.  
I have worked and lived in Holmfirth for the past 20 years. Generally the only time when there is a 
build up of traffic on Victoria street is when there are parked cars outside the bakery and other shops 
and when the zebra crossing is in use.   
 
Do we need 3 crossings?     
How would any vehicle pull out on to Hollowgate from Rocher road or make there way up Rocher 
road from Hollowgate?  



 

370 | P a g e  
 

How could two cars pass outside Oscars bar on Rocher road?  
 
I don't see the proposal adding to the community and feel that it is money badly spent.   
 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 02/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Road ‘Improvement’ Scheme 
 
Sirs 
 
As a Holmfirth resident I am totally opposed to the scheme for Holmfirth. It is only concerned with 
traffic passing through the Town and not with the Town itself. I have filled in your questionnaire but 
found it too biased towards the needs of the traffic rather than the needs of the residents. 
 
The first, and cheapest, option would be to enforce the parking regulations in Holmfirth. Yesterday 
whilst driving through Holmfirth to my house I counted 7 vehicles illegally parked and this was from 
Victoria Street to the bottom of Back Lane. Today I only counted 5. Twice recently I have witnessed 
tradesmen parking outside the Old Bridge Bakery merely to pick up a sandwich but causing chaos. 
 
Surely part of the £4.9 million could be used to fund adequate parking enforcement.  
 
Yours 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 03/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth road plans 
 
I am most concerned to read of the proposed road plans in Holmfirth. In my opinion it would create 
more traffic as well as destroy the feel and historic sense of what is Holmfirth. The centre of Holmfirth 
would no longer be a town of small streets but would become a thoroughfare dominated by big roads. 
 
[redacted] 
Regular visitor to Holmfirth 
Meltham resident 

 
Received: 02/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Road Scheme 
 
Firstly I tried doing this on line but the system does not work! 
I along with a lot of people are totally opposed to your proposed traffic scheme in Holmfirth.The 
benefits from this are negligible where as the disruption to traffic & business would be 
monumental!The money would be better spent fixing the surrounding roads & making more parking 
spaces. 
Most things are common sense but that seems to be lacking In this venture! 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 01/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Road scheme 
 
Dear Mr Bloomfield, 
 
I would like to comment that the proposed plan for a new road scheme in Holmfirth is poor and ill-
conceived. 
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The road of Hollowgate would be rendered impassable to pedestrians and very dangerous to 
schoolchildren walking to and from Holmfirth junior, infant and nursery school.  This plan seems to be 
giving priority to traffic, contradicting recent recommendations encouraging children to walk to school 
to reduce emissions and pollution.  It would be only a matter of time before a child is killed under the 
wheels of a juggernaut. 
 
I would suggest in the first instance for double yellow lines to be enforced on both sides of Victoria 
street.  This simple step would ensure flow of traffic, as all too frequently it is interrupted by parking.  
A mini roundabout at the bottom of Dunford Road would probably also encourage traffic flow.  These 
two simple steps would cost very little, enabling squeezed road budgets to be spent elsewhere eg. 
filling potholes. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 05/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Road 
 
I see no need to get the traffic going through Holmfirth quicker, when all roads out have their own 
issues.  
Change the pedestrian crossings, restrict parking to 30 mins. But in no way does the middle of 
Holmfirth need to become a fancy roundabout.  
Please don't think this is the answer. Such a drastic change for a small problem that can be sorted 
out in a far simpler and inexpensive way.  
 
Yours sincerely 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 03/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Scheme 
 
I have been trying to find the questionnaire on the Kirklees web site to object to the proposed road 
changes. As a daily commuter to Cheshire I rarely find getting through Holmfirth a problem and fail to 
see why this extraordinary amount of money should be spent on something not as necessary as is 
being made out.  
 
Holmfirth has been our home for generations and over the years have witnessed many changes, 
mostly by people who don't even live here.I strongly object to any changes of this magnitude which 
would render our 'village' almost unrecognisable. This proposal must not go through. 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 04/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Town Access Plan 
 
Hello 
 
Please find enclosed below our comments in respect of the proposals for the proposed Holmfirth 
Town Access Plan; 
 
1] If the monies could be redirected then we would very much welcome the investment in the town 
centre, it is needed! 
 
2] However, We view the proposal to be very much geared towards traffic management rather than 
town centre regeneration. Holmfirth is a very special place. It is dominated [most of the time] by 
pedestrian use and visibility of people- which is what already creates the perpetual appearance that 
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the town centre is always busy; creates a great buzz and sense of community. This is something that 
so many semi-rural and rural places are crying out for. This is probably a fine balance [difficult to 
measure] however it would be easy to upset this balance and deter people from walking around the 
town centre. If this were to happen then the damage would be long lasting and detrimental to the 
ongoing viability of the town centre. 
 
3] The most recent success of the town is built not only on the permanent business and appearance 
of the town which does continue to attract people to Holmfirth. Recent bar and café development of 
external spaces have really improved the use of outside spaces and further animated the 
‘streetscene’, which is excellent.  
 
The festivals which are a regular and very welcome spring, summer and autumn addition to the town 
centre activity. These festivals very much give a pedestrianized feel to the town centre when they 
happen with street food, bars and performance which generates a very relaxed and welcoming 
atmosphere. They are very well supported by both visitors and also the local community. 
 
Money spent on the town center would perhaps be better spent on the fabric of the place providing a 
physical urban environment that really does support [practically and visually] the existing community, 
businesses, festivals and day to day management of the town centre. We also appreciate that the 
funding is coming from a particular pot and therefore is geared towards being spent in a particular 
way; can this be reconsidered / redirected? 
 
4] We understand that traffic is an issue at certain times of day and certain days of the week- Monday 
to Friday the evening rush hour seems to create congestion on Huddersfield / Woodhead Road and 
there is similar congestion on a Saturday morning. However the remainder of time doesn’t seem too 
bad. This seems to be far worse than prior to the last improvements which reorganized the timings of 
the traffic lights? However that may have been to improve pedestrian access and if it has done that 
then that rationale is an important part of the picture. 
 
5] There are numerous technical issues with the proposal however it would seem that if traffic 
capacity / flow is improved around the town centre then the roads will simply fill up with more traffic. 
Of particular concern would be the potential ease of access for HGV’s- at the moment they only really 
appear ‘en masse’ when the Woodhead Pass or M62 are closed. Is there a better route that they 
could take [could be signed ‘ redirected] on the days [7 per year perhaps?] when Holmfirth town 
centre is gridlocked by road closure elsewhere? 
 
6] The thought of HGV’s trying to negotiate their way through the organic scale and layout of 
Hollowgate would make this a no go area for pedestrians except those that need to travel this way…. 
The primary school children of the Nabb! This we believe would also have a severe detrimental effect 
on the ‘micro’ businesses of Hollowgate all of those tiny shop front properties which add to the charm 
and activity of Holmfirth [very much part of what attracts people to Holmfirth in the first place]. 
 
7] If the development was to happen then the design needs to work a lot harder on behalf of the 
town; for instance the loss of the market hall [which is definitely busy on a Thursday morning and on 
many weekends] would reduce the numbers visiting the town which would have a knock on effect on 
the adjacent businesses such as the cafes. The creation of a road adjacent to the existing car park in 
the centre of the town could also work as a town square depending on successful design and could 
add something positive to the town centre rather than the current proposal which hands over a large 
chunk of the town centre to become occupied solely by vehicles. 
 
We trust that our comments are seen to be positive- Holmfirth really is a great place to live and work- 
it has so much going for it based on the activity of people here and in KMC. We do see this proposal 
as a significant risk to the continued success of the place and would welcome further development of 
ideas in a direction which places less emphasis on traffic and more on the ability of people to use the 
place. 
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Kind regards 
 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 03/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Town Access Plan 
 
Hello,  
I am assuming that this email address is the way we ‘have our say’ about the Holmfirth Town Access 
plan as I can’t see any other way of doing it. I was expecting a form or questionnaire to complete on 
line. In brief my views are: 
1. The method of gathering public comments is dated and may put people off doing so. An email 
link is not as good at elliciting a response as an brief on-line questionnaire with options to choose and 
ifnecessary some free text entry 
2. As a resident of Holmfirth I strongly object to the proposals. We want to retain Hollowgate, one 
of the prettiest streets in thecentre. 
3. We want to reduce traffic rather than accommodate it. Making the roads mor suitable for 
traffice is likely too attract others who might otherwise avoid it. 
4. Some of the heavy good vehicles that come through Holmfirth needn’t do so – they could 
continue to Manchester via the M62 (e.g. from the M1) 
5. A lot of traffic comes through Holmfirth to cut off the few extra miles necessary when following 
the more major routes 
6. Greenfield Rd – where a lot of he traffic goes is dangerous with speeding issues too. The road 
over to Greenfield is narrow and not suitable for the kind of heavy good veihicles that use it having 
come through Holmfirth. 
7. This will take away from the centre of Holmfirth – we don’t want to lose any more buildings or 
small local businesses (2 is too many to lose and on top of that other Hollowgate businesses will be 
affected by the completely changed nature of the road.) 
I don’t believe there has been anything like enough consultation on this and it’s not been made easy 
for people to give their views. 
I do hope that these comments are taken into consideration and I would hope that some effort would 
be made to gather views of others who don’t have the time or facility to access the web site, fine the 
rather small e-mail link, make the assumption that that is the way to give feedback and then spend 
time constructing a message. 
Kind regards,  
[redacted] 

 
Received: 02/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Town Access Plan 
 
Dear Sirs, 
 
I write in respect of the above plan. 
 
As you may be aware the Holme Valley Vision network has circulated a leaflet indicating that the 
proposals are a sledgehammer to crack a nut; a sentiment which I wholeheartedly endorse. 
 
I have lived in Upperthong, Holmfirth for almost 30 years. As a resident I am aware of the occasional 
frustrations which the traffic backlogs can create, 
 
Holmfirth has a special place in the heart of the Holme Valley. It is steeped in history and is one of 
the areas primary attractions for tourists.  
 
What the council are planning risks fundamentally undermining the character of the village, 
destroying it as a centre and extinguishing its attraction to visitors. 
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Hollowgate is periodically closed to traffic to help host such events as the Food festival. This is 
attended by thousands who can enjoy the event safely in the impromptu pedestrianised area. Your 
proposals will kill the event. Parking is at a premium as it is. Removing any significant number of 
spaces will again detract from the village’s attraction to visitors. The farmer’s market plays an integral 
part in the community and is utilised at any number of public events. Your plan removes it altogether. 
 
I implore you to rethink the proposals. If maintaining the essence of the village comes at a cost of 
some traffic delays then so be it. The residents of Holmfirth have no desire for traffic to move more 
quickly through the village and no desire to encourage its use by vehicles if it is seen as a more 
attractive route from A to B. 
 
There are many far more simple and cost effective solutions which absolutely must be explored 
before considering the upheaval which your proposals will entail. 
 
Preventing parking and unloading at peak times on Victoria Street would help the flow of traffic 
immensely. What should be very short term parking for people to call in at the newsagents is often 
used for much longer periods on a first come first served basis. 
 
There is no need for two pedestrian crossing just over the bridge. Keep the one opposite the 
hardware store and remove the other. If you believe the crossing should be a pelican crossing then 
ensure it is properly in synch with the lights. 
 
Carry out a proper independent traffic flow survey with the sole purpose of ensuring that the traffic 
lights sequences best suit the needs of the traffic flow at all times. 
 
These proposals would costs next to nothing and wouldn’t destroy the village. Surely you owe it to 
the people of Holmfirth to try out these simple expedients and listening to their views on the 
proposals. 
 
Thank you for your consideration 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 04/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Town Access plan 
 
Hello 
 
I write regarding the proposed plans to alter the road layout in Holmfirth.  
 
As a resident and frequent user of Holmfirth businesses, services and schools I am extremely 
concerned that the proposed plan will have a severe detrimental effect on the town and increase the 
danger currently posed to pedestrians and cyclists using its pavements and roads.  
 
The road layout appears to be an excellent way of easing congestion around the Victoria 
Street/Huddersfield Road junction (albeit in a way that will affect the character of the town, but that's 
not what my complaint is about). 
 
Let me lay out some facts: 
 
- We know already that heavy goods vehicles that are far too large for the roads continue to travel 
through Holmfirth despite measures put in place. Consider the number of times the bell on the bridge 
by the elephant and castle is disturbed by lorries.  
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- The pavement by the photographic shop opposite the Upperthong Lane/Huddersfield Road junction 
is extremely narrow. It's too narrow to push a pushchair round without the wheels coming off the 
pavement and allows no passing place for pedestrians. In addition to this, as you walk east into 
Holmfirth using this path, pedestrians and road users are blind to each other, at perhaps the most 
dangerous point. The alternative is to cross the road, which is extremely busy here due to proximity 
to Greenfield road, where pedestrians are faced with another difficult crossing of Upperthong Lane, 
which joins at an oblique angle. 
- With more houses being built there will be more children traveling to schools from this side of 
Holmfirth.  
 
By improving the road layout as proposed there is a strong likelihood that flow of traffic will increase 
and more vehicles (including HGVs) will choose to travel through Holmfirth and be able to do so at 
greater speeds. This might be fine for the specific junction in question but the immediately 
neighbouring infrastructure would no longer be suitable or safe.  The thought of more vehicles 
passing (and potentially more quickly) the photographic shop while children are walking on that very 
narrow pavement to school is sickening.  
 
If you are to go ahead with the proposed scheme then an alternative for pedestrians and cyclists 
must be found. Otherwise shops in Holmfirth will suffer (I already think twice before walking in) and 
children's safety will be compromised.  
 
Thanks for reading this. Do you recommend that I keep hold of a copy of this email so that, should 
you decide to go ahead without putting in measures for the safety of pedestrians I can send it off to 
the Daily Mail when the first fatality occurs? 
 
Many thanks 
 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 04/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth town center 
 
After thinking long and hard, I feel that I must object to the new road plans that have been drawn up 
for Holmfirth. 
I am sure that if our market hall building is demolished and a new road is built, the heavy goods 
vehicles will still pull out onto the wrong side of Woodhead road. They will be approaching 
Upperbridge which is a bottle neck anyway! 
Dunford Road is also another problem. 
Rotcher road is very busy, especially with traffic and parents on the school run to Nabb School. What 
about the traffic coming down Rotcher road and how it will be difficult to join the new road. 
Has anyone considered that pedestrians, especially small children use this road regularly and how 
dangerous it will be with the heavy goods etc. thundering past the bottom of Rotcher 
The centre of Holmfirth will be changed forever, Its whole character will be lost! Hollowgate will be 
unrecognisable. 
I have lived in the Holme Valley all of my life and drive to and through Holmfirth regularly. At busy 
times, especially bank holidays and if there has been an accident on one of other main routes there 
can be a problem, but this is not something that happens on a regular basis. Normally the traffic flows 
well enough. 
Please do not let these plans spoil our Holmfirth. 
Sincerely [redacted] 

 
Received: 03/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth town centre access plan. 
 
NO to changes to town centre 
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Received: 02/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Town Centre Access Plan. 
 
I would like to say NO to the bridge! 
£4.7m Could be put to better use elsewhere... improve the right of way network. More Bridleways are 
needed. 
Save the historic character of Hollowgate and Holmfirth at the moment no empty shops and a good 
tourist trade. 
 
From  
 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 05/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Town Centre Access Plan 
 
To whom it may concern 
The proposed Holmfirth Town Centre Access plan appears largely for the benefit of those wishing to 
drive through the town rather than for those of us who live and shop here. For residents accessing 
school and work congestion occurs at going to school/work time and returning from each. It is not a 
permanent issue throughout the day. 
Further more the destruction of Hollowgate will rob the community of an area that provides the centre 
for the cultural and community life of the town with the various festivals and exhibitions. Effectively 
you will destroy the heart of Holmfirth with this plan - making Hollowgate a roundabout rather than a 
vibrant, beating heart. 
I am a 78 year old female who cares more about her querky lively community than saving a few 
moments time for drivers using Holmfirth simply as a place to drive through on the way to somewhere 
else. 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 03/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth town centre access plan 
 
Need to survey first to establish where motorists travelling from and their destination. 
There are heavy goods lorries coming down dunford road cutting through Holmfirth to go out to 
Manchester This appears to be due to Tom Tom directing them to do so. Also the road sign erected 
by Barnsley council appears to direct them through holmfirth to reach Manchester thereby using 
Holmfirth as a by-pass. Because they are strangers when they reach the bottom of Dunford road and 
are in a queue they block access to all the busy side roads. 
When we had a traffic warden she kept the traffic moving. 
When motor ways are closed motorists look for alternative routes. 
I do not think this plan is the answer! 
 
Thank you 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 02/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Town Centre Access Plan 
 
Holmfirth Town Centre Access Plan, (HTCAP). 
I am writing in respect of the proposed Holmfirth Town Centre Access Plan, (HTCAP). There is no 
doubt that traffic flow and traffic management in Holmfirth has to improve. Indeed measures to do this 
can be taken now by reconsidering the traffic light control at the junction of Huddersfield Rd and 
Victoria Street. Presently traffic entering Holmfirth from Huddersfield is often queuing for long periods 
of time as the present lights system only allows three or four vehicles through in any one change. 
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This problem is compounded by traffic driving towards Huddersfield turning right at the lights at 
Victoria St. Victoria St often becomes clogged and this results in right turning traffic blocking the 
junction despite the presence of the box junction. Another consequence is that traffic coming from 
Huddersfield to Holmfirth uses Cooper Lane and Binns Lane as a rat run. The narrowness of these 
road and the absence of pavements on these roads which were clearly never envisioned as carrying 
a heavy volume of traffic result in the present situation creating dangerous conditions for pedestrians, 
cyclists, disabled people and others. These issues need attending to now. 
 
Present problems are compounded by the preponderance of illegal, thoughtless and dangerous 
parking of vehicles. This hinders traffic flow and creates congestion and delays. It also creates blind 
spots e.g. pavement parking on Huddersfield Rd near to and at the junction of Cooper Lane and 
Huddersfield Road creates dangerous blind spots when vehicles are attempting to turn both left and 
right. Pavement parking also leaves pedestrians, parents with pushchairs, and disabled persons with 
and without wheelchairs to have to walk in the roads which is self-evidently dangerous. Pavement 
parking and pavement obstruction, e.g. advertising boards, regularly constitute particular hazards on 
Huddersfield Road and Victoria Street. A further problem of illegal and thoughtless parking is that the 
Stotts shuttle buses, upon which so many, particularly elderly Holmfirth residents rely have difficulties 
executing their routes. A clamp down is required on those responsible for illegal parking. 
The above can and should be done now and would improve traffic flow, pedestrian safety and would 
have a positive environmental impact as fewer pollutants would be released from vehicles if the 
vehicles do not have their engines idling for so long whilst stationary. 
Taking all the above into account the present proposals require to be contextualised with an 
appreciation of the life and driving force of Holmfirth as a whole. I have particular concerns about the 
proposals for Hollowgate in the present proposals. Hollowgate is currently another rat run used by 
traffic to avoid the queues to turn left at the lights sat the end of Victoria Street. Again owing to the 
narrowness of the pavement and the absence of a pavement on the market side of the road 
Hollowgate currently constitutes dangers to pedestrians. I fear the present proposals will only 
exacerbate the problems as more traffic, including HGVs will use Hollowgate which will become for 
vehicles a faster road. The effect could be that Hollowgate becomes on safety grounds a no go area 
for pedestrians, cyclists, and those with mobility problems. These factors constitute real problems for 
the success and survival of the businesses on Hollowgate which in turn will reflect on the character of 
Holmfirth. 
Indeed the character of Holmfirth and consideration of what Holmfirth is and what residents want it to 
be appears absent from the present proposals. For whatever reason the market has fallen away over 
the years and has never really survived the move from the vibrant open air market held where the 
Co-op now stands to the former Castle’s garage. We have lived in the Huddersfield area since 1986 
moving to Holmfirth in 2003. In the early days the market was a great draw for both locals and 
visitors. This is not the case today. Apparat from the bi monthly Farmers Markets and the festivals 
market days are sad affairs with only two or three stallholders present, (although it should be added 
they sell excellent produce at competitive prices). The plans are silent on the future of the market. I 
understand that Kirklees Council is withdrawing funding from Holmfirth market in any event. Losing 
the market would bring to an end something which distinguishes and adds to the character of 
Holmfirth. 
I am well aware that Kirklees Council and in consequence Holmfirth has suffered as a result of 
central government cut backs and an apparent lack of interest in the north of England since 2010. In 
consequence Holmfirth has already seen the loss of its Tourist Information Centre building and 
reduced library hours and the passing of responsibility for the Civic Hall on to the Parish Council as 
visible representations of austerity. Notwithstanding these developments Holmfirth still has very 
distinctive events and festivals, including, Film, Food and Folk festivals, Art and Arts week. Have 
these been considered in the plans? These festivals and events give rise to a vibrant street culture 
particularly in and around Hollowgate. Holmfirth would lose a lot of is individuality if the festivals and 
events, what they represent, and the visitors and income they bring to Holmfirth is not considered. 
These considerations need to be borne in mind in considering the HTCAP as does importantly the 
survival of the market and where the market will live and continue to be. Holmfirth can only trade on 
Last of the Summer Wine for so long. Its personality and character need to be protected and 
developed and these factors need to be included in development plans. 
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I understand from the plans that if the local authority’s preferred option goes ahead construction will 
start very soon with a completion date sometime next year. Has the impact upon Holmfirth, upon its 
shops and traders, during the construction work been considered? How economically and socially will 
Holmfirth be affected during the construction period? Many Holmfirth traders are already struggling 
and we see regular business closures. It is true that often these businesses are replaced but 
increasingly Holmfirth appears to be becoming a town centre of cafes, charity shops and 
hairdressers. More variety and invigoration is needed. We have the Picturedrome which I see as the 
gem in Holmfirth’s crown as it stands out from the crowd. 
What is going to be the environmental impact of the construction work? How dirty will Holmfirth 
become? What is the environmental impact upon the Holmfirth as a whole and the river Holme in 
particular? 
If the market is to close in its present venue then the building which is an eyesore needs to be 
demolished. The space should not stand empty. If the resulting space is to utilised in the construction 
of a new road then the impact of the new road upon Holmfirth in all its aspects has to be thoroughly 
considered. Will the new road proposals simply add more traffic to the town simply using it as a 
thoroughfare at higher speeds without stopping in the town itself? If so will we as a town simply be 
giving up a lot of our character merely to see more traffic congestion and clogging on our potentially 
more dangerous roads? How will Holmfirth look under the new proposals? Will it be easy on the eye 
or uglier? Will tourists and visitors be attracted? What is the commercial impact? Will businesses and 
commercial outlets thrive or suffer? What about the impact upon pedestrians, cyclists and people with 
disabilities. Holmfirth is presently not disability friendly and this present opportunity affords us time to 
look at why this is. 
The present plans, in as far as I have learned about them thus far, seem to be overwhelmingly 
focused on vehicular road users with little apparent consideration of the impact of the proposal as a 
whole upon the town of Holmfirth itself, its residents, its businesses and its visitors. 
[redacted] 
Holmfirth resident 
2nd April 2019 

 
Received: 03/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Town Centre Access Plan comments 
 
I attach my comments on the proposed Holmfirth Town Centre Access Plan. 
 
Please acknowledge receipt of this email and confirm that my comments will be included in the 
analysis of public engagement. 
 
Many thanks 
 
[redacted] 
 
Word document attached: 
Holmfirth Town Centre Access Plan Comments for inclusion in the Analysis of Public Engagement 
We live in Holmfirth [redacted] off Cartworth Road, ie access to and from Rotcher every time we go 
out in the car. 
I do not feel that the traffic problem in Holmfirth is significantly worse than other villages or towns nor 
do I believe that this proposed plan will resolve it.  I think it will create more difficulties for residents of 
Holmfirth and the surrounding villages and hamlets.   
I feel it will encourage lorries to drive through Holmfirth rather than discourage them.   
Hollowgate is part of the Conservation Area of Holmfirth, currently labelled as ‘At Risk’ by Historic 
England.  This proposed plan is clearly well off target in this regard.  There are many businesses on 
Hollowgate which I am sure will be damaged by any works carried out during the proposed 
development as well as on completion.  Nobody is going to want to/be able to amble leisurely along 
Hollowgate as they do now.  The annual festivals will not be able to take place on Hollowgate, again 
loss of our small town’s charm and a massive loss to many local businesses.  
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Holmfirth is a small Pennine hill town.  The residents are passionate about living here and what 
Holmfirth offers.  Many residents work tirelessly to improve the town for the residents and local 
businesses.  This proposed plan would undo all the good work that has been done and is being done 
to improve our town.   
The proposed plan treats Holmfirth as a junction rather than a destination.   
Up Rotcher there is the main junior school in the valley (230 pupils).  There is very little satisfactory 
parking at and around the school.  There are queues up and down Rotcher Road every morning and 
every evening.  It is very difficult to pull out onto Hollowgate now and will be virtually impossible 
should the new scheme go ahead.  The new scheme includes plans to widen the pavements at both 
sides of the bottom of Rotcher on Hollowgate.  There is hardly any room to turn left now.  With 
widened pavements on Rotcher it will be incredibly difficult to get out either by turning left or right.  
Clearly no thought has been given to the people coming up and down Rotcher in this new plan.  We 
are supposed to be encouraging our children to walk to school.  I would not want my young children 
walking through all the traffic up and down Rotcher which will be queuing and reversing up and down 
to let the traffic coming in the opposite direction pass.  There are many residents living up Rotcher 
and beyond.  Also there are agricultural businesses, farms and a quarry.  These businesses require 
large vehicular access, ie tractors and pick-ups.  When Rotcher becomes Cartworth Road it becomes 
rural.  Typically residents have 4 wheel drives which are necessary to get up and down in the winter.  
These vehicles will have great difficulty getting out of Rotcher at the bottom.  Businesses and 
residents need to be able to get in and out!   
No traffic lights?  How will this affect pedestrians, particularly the disabled, the elderly, prams etc?  
Again discouraging people from using Holmfirth as a destination.   
Having been a resident of Holmfirth for 13 years and been familiar with Holmfirth for 40 years I fear 
drivers coming down Dunford Road wanting to head in the direction of Huddersfield will go round the 
roundabout, out towards New Mill and down Bridge Lane which is already congested, over-used and 
dangerous.  I have spoken to many people living locally and they have said that this is exactly what 
they will do to avoid what is feared by the residents of Holmfirth as not being a viable road proposal.   
Due to the traffic coming into Holmfirth from the Woodhead and Greenfield Roads it can take up to 10 
minutes to exit the car park at the side of the existing market hall.  This is right next to where the 
proposed new road will feed onto Huddersfield Road.  If the proposed scheme is put into place there 
will still be the same amount of traffic coming from the Woodhead and Greenfield Roads.  This will 
result in the whole of Holmfirth regularly coming to a complete standstill.  It is not the traffic from the 
Huddersfield direction which causes difficulties in pulling out of this car park, it is the traffic coming 
from Woodhead and Greenfield.   
Yes Holmfirth does become busy with traffic, everywhere is busy with traffic!  A road through the old 
Lodges building would be a far more satisfactory and safer solution. 
[redacted] 
3 April 2019 

 
Received: 03/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Town Centre Access Plan 
 
The chairman of the Holmfirth Festival of Folk has written an objection to the above scheme which I 
believe he has submitted as representing the views of the committee. Whilst it certainly has the 
support of several of its members it does not enjoy universal support. I am not a Holmfirth resident 
and I believe that the final decision should represent the opinion of those who live there but I do 
believe that this decision should not be influenced by exaggerated claims of the proposal’s 
deleterious effects. I submit my own views (attached). 
[redacted] 
 
Word document attached: 
I believe that the chairman of the Holmfirth Festival of Folk has written an objection to the above 
scheme in which he claims that it will destroy the festival and accordingly substantially detract from 
the viability of the town.  As one who has been involved in the organisation of folk festivals in 
Holmfirth for [redacted] in which they have taken place I would strongly dispute this assertion. 
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The present Festival of Folk rose in 2006 from the ashes of the earlier Holmfirth Folk Festival which 
had run since 1977; the reasons why the committee of the former chose to wind it up and transfer it 
to Shepley are not material to the present case.  The festival as it presently operates would probably 
be inconvenienced by the road scheme as the chairman states but to claim it would make it 
impossible is absurd. 
During the first twenty years of the Folk Festival it not only developed and thrived at a comparable 
level to the present day but it did so by attracting people from a wider area than does the present 
event, which since 2006 has specifically been designated more of a community event for local 
people.  Before 1997 it never made significant use of the area affected by the present road scheme; 
for instance the parade has for most of the 40 years in question reached Cooper Lane and Victoria 
Park by way of Bridge Lane rather than Hollowgate. 
The chairman of the present committee is a Holmfirth resident well qualified to object to the scheme 
and I would not oppose his well-reasoned arguments against it, nor the view that it could challenge 
the format of the festival as currently constituted; I merely point out that his attempt to use the very 
existence of the folk festival as a bargaining chip is scaremongering of the first order.  The festival 
would only succumb to the road scheme if the present organisers lack the imagination or the will to 
prevent it. 

 
Received: 04/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Town Centre Access Plan 
 
Dear sir/madam, 
 
I OBJECT to the proposed Holmfirth Town centre Access Plan as currently presented: 
• The volume of traffic and traffic queues does not warrant the scheme, the traffic is light 
compared to other towns and cities. 
• The scheme will introduce more conflict between pedestrians and vehicles especially along 
Victoria Street and Hollowgate. 
• Severe impact on the Conservation Area. 
• Severe impact on the amenities will reduce footfall in the Town resulting in a decline in the 
Town’s prosperity. 
 
However, I agree: 
• that pavement widening needs to be undertaken. 
• A roundabout at the junction of Dunford Road / Towngate / Victoria Street is a good idea. 
 
And suggest: 
• The Market Hall be developed into a two storey car park with lower ground floor access from 
Hollowgate and upper ground floor access from Huddersfield Road with only pedestrian access 
between the two levels. 
• That parking/stopping restrictions on all roads be vigorously enforced to avoid hold-ups. It 
would be a very substantial saving on your proposed £4.7m. scheme. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 03/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Town centre Access Plan 
 
Dear Sirs, 
I wish to object to the Preferred Access Plan for Holmfirth on the following grounds: 
1. The plan will destroy the Town as a business centre by improving the through route but potentially 
reducing footfall to local businesses. 
2. Delivery access to existing businesses on Victoria St and Hollowgate is apparently not addressed. 
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3. Demolition of the Market Hall will remove those traders from the town as no alternative is 
apparently offered. 
4. Hollowgate and the Market Hall will be lost to the local town events eg Food and Drink Festival, 
Folk Festival 
5. There is no provision for vehicles from businesses and housing at the west end of Hollowgate to 
turn right towards Huddersfield. 
6. Provision for traffic from Rotcher joining the traffic flow in Hollowgate across the one way system is 
not immediately apparent. 
 
The proposals would change the Town centre for the worse without improving traffic flow. 
 
Regards 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 02/04/2019 
Subject: holmfirth town centre access plan 
 
To whom it may concern. 
I am writing this email because I think the proposed alterations will totally destroy the town centre as 
we know it. I worry that it will have an adverse affect on local businesses especially hollow gate. It 
seems that already busy roads will become even busy especially with h.g.v.  
trucks. A simple way to improve traffic flow would be to create more car parking and ban parking on 
Victoria street and not changing the roads, and it would be cheaper. I have lived in Holmfirth all my 
life, it has got bigger and busier on what are nineteenth century roads were by it used to take only a 
few minutes to drive through the town centre, now it can take twenty or more, and even worse when 
the Woodhead pass is closed. 
Please dismiss this proposed development. 
 
yours faithfully. 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 06/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Town Centre Access Plan 
 
I think this Plan would be disasterous for Holmfirth. I walked through Hollowgate yesterday and all the 
shops looked well-cared for and shop fronts were smart and tidy. It was quite busy with pedestrians 
and not much traffic about. This particular road is very narrow in parts and most unsuitable for 
increased traffic. 
 
Imagine what will happen to this area if the plan should proceed. It would be a continuous stream of 
vehicles most of the day, deterring pedestrians and tourists and hence many shops would have to 
close. 
 
I can only imagine the chaos which would be created at the roundabout and the dangers for children 
going up Rotcher to and from school. 
 
Victoria Street is noted for being extremely busy and congested. To help this situation would it be 
sensible to abolish FREE ONE HOUR parking to enable large vehicles to move easier down the 
street thereby not holding up other traffic because of parked cars? 

 
Received: 04/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Town Centre Access Plan 
 
No no no to all these plans. Why change a popular well loved town for both residents and visitors to 
spend all this money, which could be spent on better projects for the community? 
.  
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If the money must be spent on roads why not look at the pot-hole conditions which are in chaos also 
why are not the HGVs allowed to divert through Holmfirth from the Sheffield/Manchester road [A628] 
 
From a very concerned resident of HD9 area 

 
Received: 19/03/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Town Centre Access Plan 
 
I have just been looking at the preferred option for Holmfirth and have a question I would like to ask. 
 
Can you tell me how traffic coming down Rotcher will turn left on to Hollowgate in order to get on to 
the proposed new road which leads up to the A6024? As it is at the moment it is impossible to turn 
left at the bottom of Rotcher in one manoevre. There is a significant amount of traffic up and down 
Rotcher these days - particularly in the morning and afternoon with parents dropping off and picking 
up children from Nabb School and often at these times there is already a queue of cars wanting to 
get down Rotcher. 
 
Thank you 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 21/03/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Town centre Access plan 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
In relation to the public survey regarding proposed alterations to the centre of Holmfirth. An issue 
which needs to be considered if the flow of traffic through Holmfirth is speeded up, is what effect this 
will then have upon locations just out of Holmfirth. As a resident on Dunford Road some half a mile 
out of the centre, the public are at times having great difficulty getting to and from their properties, 
due to the heavy traffic flow. This is mainly an issue regarding those such as I who live on the side of 
Dunford Road which is not served by a footpath. 
Though the traffic lights in Holmfirth do cause a degree of congestion, the calming effect further up 
Dunford Road is essential, so that a break in traffic then allows the public to cross the road to gain 
entry to their homes. If the traffic flow is increased through the centre of Holmfirth, the traffic flow will 
be increased along Dunford Road, and the public resident on this road will be greatly hindered in their 
right to freedom of movement. So if congestion is eased in the centre by one of the proposed 
schemes, this improvement will then cause problems in another area. The policy of creating "better 
access for local residents, workers and business owners", will have failed, due to some people being 
restricted in movement by increase traffic flow. 
So the whole scheme, if you decide to make an alteration, will need to take in to account a wider area 
and look at the knock on effects of alterations. Ideally some means for Dunford Road residents to 
have safer passage to and from their properties will need to be considered, if traffic flow is improved. 
Of course the plan by Kirklees Council to build a substantial amount of new homes in the vicinity, is 
going to make the alterations of no real use anyway, what you gain with one hand you lose with the 
other. 
 
Yours faithfully 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 26/03/2019 
Subject: Huddersfield Town Centre Access Plan 
 
To whom it may concern 
 
Please find attached my thoughts on the above plan 
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Yours sincerely 
[redacted] 
 
Word document attached: 
 
My response to the Holmfirth Town Access Plan 
Holmfirth is a town I have lived in (minus 4 yrs away at college) for 68 years and love for it’s history, 
it’s buildings, it’s character, it’s people and it’s community spirit. 
The scheme aims to speed up the traffic flow through the town and make commuter journeys quicker 
– at what expense??? 
We do not want traffic to go faster through Holmfirth, nor do we want to encourage more vehicles to 
use Holmfirth centre. 
Pedestrians have virtually been ignored in this plan (Those with mobility problems even more so ) – 2 
of 3 of the controlled crossings will be lost and the zebra crossings will either be moved or lost for the 
convenience of traffic NOT pedestrians. some pavements may be a bit wider but on Hollowgate that 
would not be possible. 
Hollowgate is a traditional part of the town – a narrow road with quirky buildings and lots of history. It 
is used as a brilliant outside venue for the Folk Festival, the Food Festival for example and can be 
pedestrianised easily to accommodate dancing, children’s entertainers, foodie stalls etc. All these 
events bring  the community together. Where else is accessible to all in the centre of Holmfirth? 
Hollowgate is too narrow to have vehicles turning left from Rotcher Road. Again the pedestrian will 
suffer – consider the children and their adults who go up and down from Nabb School. The idea of 
HVG’s, double decker buses etc driving along narrow  Hollowgate is hard to contemplate. I feel this 
plan would put pedestrians, especially children ,at greater risk. 
Car parking spaces will also be lost on Hollowgate and Towngate . 
The many businesses in the town, especially those on Hollowgate, will find trading difficult and may 
not even survive the enormous amount of disruption that implementing this plan will cause.  
This scheme will cost £4.7million. It is putting traffic and commuting times before the needs and 
wishes of the community, the pedestrians, the many businesses, the people who live in the centre, 
cyclists. The attractiveness and character of the town will disappear – and for what? To improve 
commuter times and traffic flow at peak times.   
 If this proposed plan goes ahead it will rip the heart out of the town and create a huge roundabout 
with shops in the middle.  Please do not disfigure our town 
Yours sincerely 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 27/03/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth town centre access plan 
 
Hello, 
 
Having studied the Holmfirth town centre Access Plan leaflet, can you please answer the following 
question since I don`t think that it is clear. 
 
Can you confirm that the one way system is going to run clockwise through Victoria Street and 
Hollowgate? 
 
Apologies if I have missed this and it is staring me in the face! 
 
Many thanks, 
 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 05/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Town Centre Action Plan 
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Dear Members of Kirklees Council, 
 
I have received a summary overview of your plans for Holmfirth from ‘Holmevalleyvision’. 
 
Not a resident, nor qualified in Town Planning, I do share most of the concerns raised by the 
residents. My only qualification for making a comment is that during WWII I lived and went to school 
in Holmfirth and further down the valley. I still visit Holmfirth one or twice a year, so that I can 
appreciate the current traffic problems. It looks to be a considerable challenge. 
 
My own view is that that the summary seems to be trying to force a pint into a half-pint pot: 
 
 
I see the sense of a one-way system down Victoria Street but the potential impact on Hollowgate, the 
area, its buildings and accessibility would very damaging for residents, local businesses, public 
events, the history and     special character of Holmfirth. What I do not know about traffic through 
Holmfirth is the number, weight and width of heavy transport vehicles passing through or going past 
Holmfirth in various directions. 
 
My personal - and very unqualified opinion - is that the diversion of through traffic should be located 
before or after the centre of Holmfirth. 
 
Kind regards and good luck with your enterprise, 
 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 05/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth town centre plan 
 
Dear Sir, Madam, 
I am writing to object about the proposed changes to the roads in the centre of Holmfirth. 
I, like many others, are concerned that these plans would have a hugely detrimental effect on the 
lives of local residents and local businesses, as well as acting  to deter tourism.  
I feel the basic aim of the plan, ‘to speed traffic flow through the town centre ‘ highlights the attitude 
that the beneficiaries of these works are not the people living or visiting Holmfirth , but those merely 
passing through using it as a convenient route. 
 
I have rarely been held up for more than a few minutes in the 22 years I have lived here, and really 
do not see the need for these works and their inherent knock-on impacts. In fact, I would argue for 
the complete opposite: slow the traffic down further using traffic calming measures and pedestrianise 
Hollowgate altogether. The ‘through’ traffic that has no interest in Holmfirth would then, by default, 
find another route around. 
 
Losing the option of temporarily closing Hollowgate would be a serious loss to the many festivals the 
town hosts and that bring in so many visitors. If anything does have to be done, a small roundabout 
at the bottom of Dunford Road to enable drivers to turn right more easily would ease any congestion 
backing up on Dunford Road, and changing the zebra crossings there to Pelican crossings would 
ease traffic flow down Victoria Street. I don’t think any more than that is required. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 02/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Town Centre Plan 
 
Good afternoon 



 

385 | P a g e  
 

I want to comment on the Holmfirth Town Centre Plan but have been unable to find the on-line 
questionnaire on the Holmfirth section of the major schemes webpage. Please send me the link to 
the questionnaire. 
Thank you. 
Regards 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 04/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Town centre Plans 
 
Good morning Kirklees  
I am writing to you about the new Holmfirth town centre plans  
 
Having lived (and run businesses) in Holmfirth for over 69 years I have seen many changes during 
this time. 
 
I am absolutely dismayed at the new proposals  
 
The ‘heart’ of Holmfirth town centre would be absolutely decimated with these plans  
The small town would just become a large Roundabout giving way to additional traffic within its midst  
 
The traffic I agree is a problem at times 
 
However, creating a thorough fair through the lovely quaint Hollowgate street and pulling down 
existing centre buildings IS NOT THE ANSWER  
Holmfirth centre should become a traffic free zone  
Victoria Street and surrounding areas should be traffic free and independent retailers encouraged not 
be filled with more charity shops  
( I use and enjoy charity shops and they have a place in every town) but not at the expense of small 
retailers who develop the town into a unique place to visit  
 
Large wagons and the like should NOT be allowed through --- when the Woodhead pass is closed a 
vast amount of traffic flows through the small streets leaving pollution and dirt along its way – a 
dreadful situation – surely a better idea that the one proposed, can keep our small Hamlet town 
unique and a pleasure to visit – not to become a giant roundabout ? 
 
Holmfirth needs to encourage LESS traffic through the centre and by using a revised BRDIGE LANE 
as part of a one way system could be an answer ??? 
 
Holmfirth has seen tremendous growth in the last few years with no provision for the extra traffic and 
usage  
 
No additional provision for drains / schools / roads / major utilities / etc  
 
The whole of the road systems around Holmfirth are in a terrible state of repair with large potholes 
and general corrosion etc which is not helping the situation  
 
I commute almost daily up and down Cemetery Road Rotcher Road over Lamma Wells and around 
Scholes – these roads are already in a poor sate of repair and little / no footpaths  
 
These roads are already dangerous for pedestrians – children going to and from school are already 
at risk – this will increase with your proposals – especially at the access to Rotcher road from the 
Holmfirth centre  
 
I strongly object to these plans and a more radical re think is need urgently to elevate the already 
congested and polluted streets of Holmfirth  
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Lets be pro-active and encourage small business to Holmfirth – more of the ‘Hebden Bridge Model’ 
and Upper Mill Models --------where small independent businesses are thriving and traffic through the 
centre is reduced – not increased  
 
Pulling down the old market to create another busy and difficult access is unrealistic – pull it down if 
you have to or renovate with character but at least replace it with a thriving small business outlet and 
keep traffic Out of the town Centre  
 
Your sincerely [redacted] 

 
Received: 03/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Town Centre plans 
 
I would like to add my small voice to this discussion... 
 
I think that the current proposals will not benefit Holmfirth residents at all.  
 
Hollowgate is unique in so much as it is an historical area. It enables the town to 'pedestrianise' an 
area to enable the folk festival, food and drink festival and arts festival to take place. This is what 
Holmfirth is all about and these events bring in a lot of visitors to the town. What a disaster to loose 
this unique set of celebrations.  
 
If anything, it would be more helpful to the town if there was a weight limit placed on the centre of the 
town to stop the huge wagons going through. Pedestrianise Hollowgate except for access.  
Look to improving other 'problem' areas in the town....Bridge Lane/ Station Road junction has an 
accident on average every week...make it one-way. Bottom of New Road is a nightmare. The road 
through Netherthong is horrendous.  
 
Do not, please, make it easier for traffic to get though Holmfirth and imagine that that will improve 
anything for residents. It will attract more through-traffic, causing more queues, more pollution.  
 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 31/03/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Town Centre Plans 
 
Hello there 
 
I'm emailing to express my concern about proposals to demolish the market hall in Holmfirth to build 
a new bridge and road. 
As a Holmfirth resident and someone who drives through the town to work, I would be very much 
against this plan. 
For me the market is a hub of the town and it is a real shame it is not better used. 
I shop there every Saturday for bread and fruit and vegetables and value the social interaction as 
much as the produce. I also like the fact I can buy produce without unnecessary packaging. I also 
use the market hall for events such as the folk festival and at market 
I would like to see greater effort to use the market hall for a wider range of stalls and for events. 
We need to push against the trend for town centres closing down. 
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 04/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Town Centre Proposals 
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Good morning, 
I am writing express my concern at the proposals made to alter Holmfirth Town Centers to aid traffic 
flow. Like many, I feel that it will desecrate the town centre and pose a danger to pedestrians, 
especially by Rotcher and Hollowgate. There are concerns for the businesses along Hollowgate due 
to heavy traffic flow plus the implications for the festivals which put our town on the map and provide 
revenue. We will also still have the problems for HGVs turning opposite Bloc/ Ashley Jackson’s/ 
Colourprint as there will always be an impasse there. There are also no provisions for the many 
cyclists who travel through the town. 
I don’t feel that the occasional traffic hold up, usually at the beginning and end of school time and 
rarely when the Woodhead Pass has a problem, justifies this amount of money and disruption. 
People can always time their journeys or be prepared to wait for a couple of minutes occasionally as 
is the case in many historic towns such as Hebden Bridge and Buxton, Perhaps concerns over these 
plans may make the complainers think again about what they really want. 
I know that there is much concern and negative feelings towards these changes with fears for the 
quaintness and local businesses of the town. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 09/03/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Town Centre Road Scheme Proposals 
 
Hello 

 
Can you please check the links to the Cabinet papers on your web site: 
 
https://www.kirklees.gov.uk/beta/transport-roads-and-parking/major-transport-schemes.aspx 
 
Two of them don’t seem to be working. 
 
Many thanks 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 29/03/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth town centre road scheme 
 
Hi , totally against this scheme , I think you should look at widening bridge lane making one way 
down to Huddersfield rd ,so it's one way pass the bus station up the A635 then make a new rd from 
A635 to join bridge lane ,so traffic down dunsford rd have to turn right , and traffic coming from new 
mill down A635 turn right to access left and right to join Huddersfield rd ,lights would be required at 
the bottom of dunsford rd ,rgds [redacted] 

 
Received: 19/03/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Town centre traffic scheme 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Having studied your proposals and spoken with staff at the consultation at Holmfirth Civic I feel that 
the medium cost scheme does not answer the following concerns:- 
 
a) As an ex-LGV driver the approaches to Holmfirth are all difficult, excepting Huddersfield Road from 
Honley. This scheme will not tackle that in any way. For example the turn from Dunford Road on to 
Hollowgate is more difficult than turning left at the top of Victoria Street. Traffic from Greenfield Road 

https://www.kirklees.gov.uk/beta/transport-roads-and-parking/major-transport-schemes.aspx
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and Woodhead Road waiting to allow traffic to exit towards the South from the new bridge would 
make it virtually impossible at the junction with Upperthong Lane due to the restricted width. 
 
b) Not enough thought given to the safety of pedestrians. There are inadequate pedestrian crossings. 
A traffic light controlled one should be provided on Hollowgate close to Rotcher which would allow 
people to safely access the southern side of Victoria Street. This together with a 'yellow diamond box' 
could enable traffic to safely exit Rotcher. This is a problem all the time but particularly at school 
times. 
 
c) There is no indication of where Holmfirth Market would be relocated. This could be a much better 
facility than the current one if the site was chosen carefully, perhaps an area of the Crown Bottom car 
park could be used for an outdoor site. 
 
d) Serious consideration should be given to a 17tonne weight limit, except for access, for the centre 
of Holmfirth. I am aware it is a major traffic route but there are alternatives. It could all be achieved 
within Kirklees boundaries, provided it was pre sign posted from Woodhead Pass  and Greenfield. It 
would have to be actively policed for the first 6 months and traffic surveys carried out monthly to 
ensure that if  LGV traffic increased after that. 
 
e) There would be even more congestion with all Manchester and Huddersfield traffic having to use 
Hollowgate before turning left or right after the new bridge. There is also a probability that even more 
traffic than currently could opt to use Bridge Lane to access Huddersfield Road by the fire station. 
This would be extremely dangerous for pedestrians as the current footpath is very poor and when 
asking the Council to improve this we have been advised it is not possible! 
 
f) The whole character of Hollowgate would be changed which would damage the existing shops, the 
almost continual flow of traffic would deter shoppers when they are most likely to visit these shops. 
 
g) I understand that there is no provision for cycling provision under this scheme but surely additional 
funding could be found from Kirklees to ensure that this was treated as an integral part of the 
scheme. There are many cyclists who use the cafes next to Harvey's and just at the start of 
Huddersfied Road from the top of Victoria Street. At times there can be upwards of 50 cycles parked 
at the same time. To treat this as a separate issue would be far more costly. 
 
h) The disruption to the town centre whilst work was on going would be immense and the scheme, in 
its current format, is more likely to worsen the situation rather than improve it. If there is to be a 
scheme then surely it is better to spend more money and find a solution that will only need doing 
once! I understand that traffic surveys have been carried out but question how comprehensive these 
have been. Can this information be placed in the public domain? 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 19/03/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth town centre traffic scheme 
 
To whom it may concern 
 
I have lived in Holmfirth all my life and know that traffic has increased immensely through this town, 
whilst the infrastructure has remained static. 
 
One of my chief concerns about the proposed scheme is regarding HGV’s and buses along 
Hollowgate.  I feel that this proposal is both impractical and dangerous especially for pedestrians and 
cyclists.  Hollowgate is already a danger zone for pedestrians as it is used as a short cut. 
 



 

389 | P a g e  
 

Children by necessity have to cross Hollowgate in order to walk up Rotcher and back to Nabb school 
so if large vehicles are using this road this will become even more dangerous for them. 
 
If cars travelling down Rotcher were permitted  to turn left along Hollowgate then in order for this to 
happen shops will need to be demolished.  I see no mention of this demolition on your plans. 
 
I accept that traffic will continue to increase over future years and it is vital that provision be made to 
cope with this increase. 
 
The traffic down Dunford Road is busy and congested most of the time, but when Wiodhead is closed 
(which is often is) the road comes to a complete standstill with a massive backlog of traffic.  
Travelling down Dunford Road to get, for example, into Huddersfield (by either car or bus) will either 
necessitated turning left and going along Hollowgate or (and this is the route many WILL take), 
turning right, up Station Road and down Bridge Lane.  Bridge Lane is already well used, difficult and 
dangerous.  And have you seen the excuse for a pavement!? 
 
Generally more thought for the safety of pedestrians and cyclists would be most welcome.   
 
There are several buildings in Holmfirth which residents including myself would be happy to see 
demolished.  For example the old Lodges building (now housing Sainsbury’s and a chemist).  This 
building is an eyesore, vastly underused and would be no loss to this community.  If this option could 
be considered (along with the demolition and re situating of the Post Office and Sorting Office) both a 
traffic and pedestrian bridge could be constructed over the river. 
 
If this or a similar plan was undertaken, Hollowgate could be pedestrianised and the market left 
where it is, making a safer and less congested town for all.  Hollowgate is the ideal location for 
Festivals etc. 
 
I appreciate that all this takes money.  I also appreciate that at the present time you don’t have 
sufficient funding.  I would therefore suggest that plans are put on hold or modified towards a similar 
solution to the above until such time as sufficient funding is available. 
 
Yours sincerely 
[redacted] 
 
NB. Plans were drawn up and publicised in April 1978.  Have these been looked at in conjunction 
with the updated ones? 
 
NNB 
May I also add that on such an important project, the forms provided for ideas and questions are 
totally inadequate.  Maybe an online option would have be helpful. 

 
Received: 04/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth town centre 
 
I object strongly to the proposed plan, as it will not solve anything, but just bring more traffic into the 
town to the detriment of residents and tourists. 
At present pedestrians can stroll on Hollowgate which is part of the historic centre of Holmfirth. When 
we have festivals Hollowgate is closed to traffic and filled with food stalls, dancers and bands. We 
need to carry on these traditions. Therefore we do not need another road cutting across. 
We have a school at Nabb, which is accessed via Hollowgate.  The proposed plan would  not only 
bring in more polluting traffic, but make it more hazardous for children to get to school. 
I have lived in Holmfirth for more than fifty years, my children were born here. It is wrong to put cars 
before people. We need to live and breathe! 
Therefore I say NO to the proposals. 
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[redacted] 

 
Received: 04/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth town proposals 
 
Dear Kirklees Council 
 
I am disappointed with the sledgehammer approach that you suggested to 'solve' traffic flow through 
Holmfirth. It is clear that businesses will feel a heavy and longlasting impact from the heavyhanded 
proposals. 
 
Why not? 
Re-sequence the lights to be on longer? 
Remove one of the three crossings on Victoria street - the middle one? 
 
Look at.... 
1. carshare schemes such as in Harrogate 
2. vehicle entrance fees such as in Durham 
3. If it has to be a new road why not through the local Sainsburys. 
 
Common sense must prevail. No sledgehammers to crack this problem. 
 
Thanks 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 04/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth traffic and new road scheme proposal. 
 
Dear Kirklees, please do not turn Holmfirth into another brighouse. The simplest and cheapest 
solution is to put signs on all appropriate incoming roads saying: Not suitable for heavy goods 
vehicles except for deliveries.  
This would make lorry drivers use the motorways instead of seeing us as a shortcut.  
Regards, [redacted] 

 
Received: 04/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth traffic changes 
 
Surely the cost out weighs the so called minimal improvements that will save seconds which brainbox 
came up with this idea when the councils can’t even maintain existing roads 

 
Received: 20/03/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Traffic Improvements 
 
Regarding the proposed improvements to the roads in Holmfirth: 
I am, on the whole, in favour of the planned road scheme for Holmfirth. It looks as though it would 
allow traffic to flow through the town much better and reduce the waiting time at the Victoria Street 
traffic lights. It appears that pedestrians would benefit from widened pavements through Victoria 
Street and Hollowgate. Traffic should also flow better down Dunford Rd. 
My only area of concern is whether it is foreseen that a bottle neck might be created at the bottom of 
Rotcher Road backing up on to Town Gate. I would also like to see a crossing added to the plan to 
cross Hollowgate at the bottom of Rotcher Road. We already need a crossing there to get to the 
school, and with an increased traffic flow a crossing would be essential. 
Kind regards, 
[redacted] 
(FYI I walk through Holmfirth and up to Nabb school twice a day) 
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Received: 05/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Traffic Plan – Objection 
 
Dear Sir, Madam, 
 
As a Holmfirth resident I am writing to express my deep dissatisfaction with your plans for the town 
centre. These plans are expensive and will do nothing to address the serious traffic issues in the 
town.  
 
The main problem is the huge amount of traffic that uses Holmfirth as a cut through to elsewhere, 
particularly heavy lorries.  This is the issue that needs to be addressed. I fear that your plans will 
actually encourage further through traffic rather than assist local residents. Dunford Road in particular 
is in effect a single track road due to parking all the way down one side of it and there is simply 
nowhere for these huge vehicles to go. Only yesterday the 310 bus was delayed by 15 minutes at 
07.30 whilst the driver of an articulated lorry blocked the road in both directions. Such events are 
regular occurrences.  
 
Your plan to put a mini roundabout at the bottom of the road, simply a formalisation of the existing 
give way system will offer no relief at all to this. Furthermore, your expensive planned one way 
system will again encourage only through traffic that brings only pollution to our area and it could 
have a devastating effect on tourism and the local shops and pedestrian traffic.  
 
In short you need to pay attention to those of us who live here and fully understand the issues, and 
are supporters of a thriving town centre, which is a lovely place. You will not be forgiven for damaging 
it. I encourage you to return to the town to study the traffic in detail and consider how to reduce heavy 
vehicles. Your current plans should be scrapped.  
Regards, 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 04/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Traffic Project 
 
Dear Kirklees, 
I would like to register my opposition to the proposed plan for the centre of Holmfirth. I believe the 
plan has only taken into account traffic flow and has failed to consider many other factors. In 
particular I don't believe the plan has really considered that Holmfirth J I & N school is situated up 
Rotcher. Mums/childminders, often with pushchairs and a number of small children, cross Hollowgate 
to walk up to school as do the walking bus and teachers taking kids to swimming, Tennis etc. The 
traffic going to and from the school will find it difficult to get across Hollowgate onto the roundabout. 
Turning left at the bottom of Rotcher requires a two point turn. I think this whole area at the 
roundabout will become gridlocked.The pavement along Hollowgate is not wide enough for two 
pedestrians to pass without one stepping into the road. With heavy lorries ( Plevin ) going along 
Hollowgate it's dangerous, especially with young children. It may even result in fatalities. I also have 
doubts as th whether a large lorry would be able to turn right within it's lane at the proposed new road 
/bridge. I have lived in Holmfirth my whole life and I think this plan would rip the heart out of Holmfirth 
and make the many festivals that take place impossible. Perhaps you could consider banning double 
parking on Greenfield Road and Victoria St. Dunford Road is difficult because of parked cars but I 
appreciate residents have no other option for parking. Perhaps you could consider periodic passing 
places (parking free zones) on Dunford Road or creating some other off road parking option for 
Dunford Road residents. 
Yours Faithfully 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 02/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth traffic scheme 
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To whom it may concern, 
I am rather alarmed by the voracity with which some residents are voicing their opposition to your 
planned traffic scheme. As someone who lives and works in holmfirth, I would like to say that I 
wholeheartedly support your proposal, and I dare say there are many others who also support it, but 
do not voice it as strongly as those in opposition. 
Thank you for taking time to address a problem in holmfirth that will only get worse if left 
unaddressed. 
Kind regards, [redacted] 

 
Received: 27/03/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Traffic scheme 
 
To whom it may concern. 
 
More intelligent timing of the traffic lights is required. 
 
Together with HGV restrictions. 
 
If there is money for road improvements it should be spent on resurfacing our roads which are an 
embarrassment and a disgrace. We are all wrecking our cars while going about our normal business. 

 
Received: 02/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth transport plan 
 
I am very concerned about this proposal. 
Part of the scheme runs along Hollowgate which is very narrow and busy with pedestrians. There is 
the added problem of traffic going up and down Rotcher which feeds into Hollowgate. This will be 
particularly bad at school times as the local primary school is up this road, and it will become very 
congested.  
 
In my opinion, a far better option would be a similar scheme but instead of creating the bridge on 
Hollowgate, the bridge could be located where Sainsbury’s is now and that building demolished. The 
feeder roads are wider and this would actually divert traffic away from busy pedestrian areas, rather 
than compounding the problem on Hollowgate. 
 
I implore you to reconsider this scheme and to explore alternative which will actually benefit the town.  
 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 02/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Transport Plans 
 
I am writing to express my concern regarding the plans to alter the road in Holmfirth. 
 
The plans appear poorly thought out and, other than redirecting traffic on a very narrow road, will do 
little for Holmfirth or the people who live and work there. 
 
There has been no thought for the access to the school up Rotcher, the roads where the traffic is to 
be directed is extremely narrow and will make it very dangerous for pedestrians and the heart of the 
village is being ripped out for the sake of a plan that is unlikely to improve the flow of traffic which, 
other that when there are accidents on the motorway or Woodhead Road, generally flows quite 
freely. 
 
It will do little for the village and will ruin events which keep the town alive such as the folk festival 
and the food and drink festival.  
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The same result could be achieved by removing the parking on Victoria Street which can lead to 
problems for larger vehicles and this would be at a fraction of the cost. 
 
I have yet to speak to anyone locally who agrees with the plans to dovert the traffic on Hollowgate 
and knock down the market hall. 
 
How can this possibly benefit the people and businesses who live here?  
 
Please reconsider this poorly thought out plan!!  
 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 12/03/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth 
 
Before you start demolition Holmfirth why don’t you turn off the traffic lights for a week and monitor 
the situation.Every time the lights have been out of action the traffic has flowed without any 
problems.Also when Holmfirth is busy with tourists the crossing on Victoria st is a problem with 
people continually just walking out,maybe lights on the crossing would help.Also remove the parking 
on Victoria st because people illegally park opposite to buy sandwiches at the bakery.Hope you take 
my points onboard and give it try. 
Regards [redacted] 

 
Received: 04/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Town CentreAcces Plan 
 
[redacted], 
New Mill.  
To whom it may concern.  
On behalf of my family and I, I would like to voice our objections to the proposed changes to Holmfirth 
Town Centre. The scheme will in our opinion turn a picturesque village into another environmentally 
unfriendly location.  
The village will lose it's current character and appeal. Kirklees Council are attempting to kill off a 
historical village loved by millions throughout the country thanks to the Last of the Summer Wine TV 
programme. 
The local community and tourism will be affected greatly while the redevelopment is undertaken. This 
could result in a loss of revenue for local businesses which could ultimately cause some of them to 
close. 
It will certainly encourage more road traffic through the village especially HGV,s, which already cause 
major problems, without having more using the route as a short cut rather than using the motorway 
network. It will definitely increase pollution. 
The extra traffic using this route will certainly not speed up the flow through the village. In our opinion 
it will create even more congestion and delays. 
The additional traffic will we believe will also be a major safety issue especially for the children who 
attend the Nabb School.  
There a numerous redevelopments and housing projects being undertaken in the local area that are 
adding extra pressure to the local environment schools, hospitals and roads. It appears as if the 
Local Authority are allowing developers to build on any scrap of land that is available. At the current 
rate of development there will soon be no playing fields or green belt area's left in and around 
Holmfirth. Unfortunately, this does not appear to be of any concern to the local authority who continue 
to give approval to such schemes without giving any thought to the long term damage all this 
development is doing to what was once a very rural picturesque area. 
The vast amount of money being spent on this project could be better spent on other pressing 
community issues.  
I sincerely hope you look at this project again, come to your senses, and turn it down. 
[redacted] 



 

394 | P a g e  
 

 
Received: 02/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Town Centre Access Plan 
 
I wish to object to the proposals in this plan. The questionnaire seems not to be available online. I 
have completed a paper copy, and will submit it to the address as instructed together with a printed 
copy of my comments, which are attached. 
 
I would add that the failure to include in the consultation Kirklees Council’s proposal from about 1990 
for a link road from Station Road near the Masonic Hall to School Street, and so to Huddersfield 
Road opposite the Civic Hall, is a serious omission. This was worked out in some detail at the time. 
The proposal should at least have been assessed, even if you chose not to pursue it as your 
preferred option. 
 
[redacted] 
 
Word document attached: 
 
Holmfirth Town Centre Access Plan Comments 
 
The first point to be made is that the proposed bridge over the river Holme will be likely to exacerbate 
flood risks in Holmfirth to a considerable degree, and is not practicable as a consequence. Flood 
levels based on the Environment Agency’s 2010 model are shown in Planning Application 
2017/92420, Supporting information, Flood risk assessment, Appendix C, which includes a node 
point map preceded by a table of modelled measurements. This application is sited just below 
Victoria Street bridge. The relevant node point for the bridge to Holmfirth Market is HOLM02_11309. 
At that point the modelled 100-year flood in the 2010 model ‘Do Nothing’ scenario is 144.25m. The 
Council’s plans, when enlarged sufficiently to read the figures, show levels for the door thresholds of 
Hollowgate Fisheries of 144.14 and 144.11. Although I have not measured the height of the door 
thresholds or roadside kerbs, a visual inspection would suggest a carriageway level of 143.9m. This 
accords with the Council’s footway level of 144.04 outside Barclays Bank, which again would give a 
carriageway level of 143.9m. The existing Holmfirth Market Bridge has a soffit level 200mm below the 
deck, which is at Hollowgate level, so we can assume a soffit level of 143.7m. This is a few 
millimetres above the 25-year flood, so the bridge would be submerged, i.e. protected from flooding 
only by its parapet walls, in a 50, 75, or 100-year flood. The standing wave effect produced by the 
submerged bridge probably accounts for the flood level being 0.90m lower at the next downstream 
measuring point opposite Piccolino’s.  
Any new bridge deck would have to be much thicker than 200mm to provide the necessary 37.5 units 
of HB loading required for a Principal Road (Design Manual for Roads and Bridges, Volume 1, 
Chapter 4, 4.1). A quick look on the internet for bridges spanning 10 metres between abutments, i.e. 
with beams of up to 11m, suggests that with concrete beams we would have inverted T or Y beams 
500mm to 550mm deep with a deck of 200mm to 250mm, topped by 100mm of tarmac, i.e. a depth 
of 800 to 900mm. A composite bridge of steel universal beams and concrete, or a cast in-situ 
concrete bridge, might be marginally thinner, but not much so. Given the fixed deck level at 
Hollowgate, the whole bridge would be submerged in a major flood, and even in a ten-year flood the 
soffit would be below water level. When compared with the existing bridge it would reduce the cross-
section of the river by between 6m2 and 7m2,  which would be likely to increase the height of the 
standing wave, raising maximum flood levels upstream of the site.  
The allowance of 20% for global warming required by the Environment Agency gave an additional 
depth over the 100-year level of 0.13m at the planning application site. Assuming a similar figure 
applies at the market site the water level would be 144.38m. The Agency’s requirement, to allow for 
floating debris, of a soffit 600 mm above the highest flood level would give a soffit level of 144.98. 
Based on my estimate of construction depth the deck would have to be at 145.8m to 145.9m, i.e. 
about 2 metres above the level of Hollowgate! 
The alternative of deepening the river by 2 metres is not worthy of serious consideration, since the 
riverside walls do not appear have foundations below bed level (see recent strengthening at 
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the  base on the Hollowgate side, just below the Market Hall bridge), and so would require 
reconstruction all the way from Upper Bridge to Victoria Street, with the possibility of requiring 
underpinning or reconstruction of Victoria Street bridge and lowering the level of the outlet from the 
river Ribble. 
Even if the above issues could be overcome, the proposed road requires vehicles to climb a greater 
height in 39 metres than is achieved on Victoria Street in 85 metres. To overcome the height 
difference of 4.2 metres above Hollowgate in only 39 metres requires a gradient of 10.8%, which 
when corrected to provide for normal vertical curves at the top and bottom each 10 metres long gives 
a true gradient of 14.5%. While the sag curve at the bottom could be shorter (Design Manual for 
Roads and Bridges, Volume 6, Section 1, Chapter 1, Table 3), the crest curve at the top will be 
dictated by the stopping distance and may well be longer (Design Manual for Roads and Bridges, 
Volume 6, Section 1, Chapter 1, 1.26). However even with a 6m sag curve and 6m crest curve the 
gradient would be 12.7%. This is the same as the maximum gradient on the ascent to Holme Moss of 
12.7%, and considerably over the normal maximum for Principal Roads, where 8% is considered a 
Departure from Standards (Design Manual for Roads and Bridges, Volume 6, Section 1, Chapter 4, 
4.2). To expect passengers to board or alight safely at a bus stop on a 12.7% gradient is not 
reasonable. In addition, the effect of imposing a road with such a gradient on the town centre, 
requiring vehicles to give way at the top, would almost certainly increase noise and air pollution 
levels. 
For the above reasons, this proposal should not be taken any further. Indeed, I would argue that it is 
so deficient in technical standards that it ought not to have been put forward in the first place. 
 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 01/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth town centre access plan 
 
How ridiculous and expensive-and all to increase  and encourage more traffic through our once 
traditional  village.It cannot solve our problems ,only add to them! Just get rid of parking on Victoria 
Street 

 
Received: 26/03/2019 
Subject: Improving Holmfirth town centre 
 
Hello, 
 
I’d like to give my opinion in this subject.  
 
I’m a business owner in the centre of Holmfirth and I have never had or seen any bigger disruption in 
traffic (traffic jams in particular). 
The longest I’ve ever waited to drive through Holmfirth was a few minutes, no longer than 6.  
 
Any possible traffic jams might be reduced by better street lights system or simply extended green 
light time (it’s super short at the moment).  
The very little few short-stay car spaces on Victoria St A365 could be removed to make more space 
for wider vehicle to pass by smoother as the only disruption is when two buses or lorries trying to 
pass each other. 
 
In my opinion proposed roundabout would only be a reason for more lorries to speed up through 
holmfirth. Additionally, Hollowgate road is a lovely narrow road which should stay as it is.  
 
Personally for me, the biggest struggle in Holmfirth are: lack of carparks for business owners, carpark 
weekend charges, lack of maintenance of buildings and lack of business support for our village. Plus, 
it could be cleaner.  
 
Regards  
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[redacted] 

 
Received: 28/03/2019 
Subject: Major schemes – Holmfirth Town Centre 
 
Hello 
 
I attended the exhibition at Holmfirth Civic Hall on Saturday 9 March to view the proposed major 
scheme for the town centre, and offer the following observations: 
 
• The overall purpose of the scheme seems to be to facilitate the flow of 'passing through' traffic 
in the town rather than to improve the safety and well-being of residents and visitors.  
• The everyday threat posed by the transit of very large vehicles, including articulated lorries, 
lorries with trailers and even 'pantechnicon' sized vehicles, has not been addressed. Recently, 2 
'Convoi Exceptionnel' vehicles (travelling together!), which would have been exceptional on a 
motorway, brought the main street to a standstill/impasse. Until the over-arching issue of whether 
very large vehicles should be allowed to travel through Holmfirth is grappled with, no traffic 
management scheme will have any impact on our lives here. 
• Finally, a comment on detail: Rotcher Road meets Hollowgate (proposed as one of the main 
roads leading off a new roundabout) at a steep angle a few metres along from the current junction. 
This road leads up the hill to Holmfirth Infant & Junior School. There is currently no footpath at the 
bottom of Rotcher Road and it is already a challenge for people to cross from there to the other side 
of Hollowgate - particularly hazardous for schoolchildren, their parents/carers (often with babies in 
buggies'), and the elderly given the current flow and speed of the traffic entering Hollowgate from 
Victoria Street. My understanding of the proposed changes detailed on the plan (and I double-
checked verbally with a scheme representative) is that there will be no controlled crossing at this 
point even though much of the main traffic passing through Holmfirth will be coming off the 
roundabout to access the new link road, including some of the largest vehicles on our roads which 
currently, thankfully, are unable to travel along Hollowgate. Again, the whole scheme seems to favour 
the easy passage of cross-pennine traffic rather than the safety of the citizens of Holmfirth, 
 
Regards 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 26/03/2019 
Subject: major schemes planned by the council for Holmfirth 
 
I have resided in Holmfirth since 1980. Holmfirth, as you may know, is a cosmopolitan village, hosting 
many diverse views and political preferences. Since you made us aware of your proposed plans, I 
have discussed them with a great many locals; some I know,some are acquaintances, others I didn’t 
know. Not one person supports any feature of your major development scheme. Why? Because your 
plans are both disproportionate and unnecessary and if you plough on regardless of the vast majority 
in opposition, all you will have got out of it is the heart of Holmfirth ripped therefrom and thereby 
incurred the destruction of its uniqueness. Instead of removing the lifeblood from our village and 
spending vast sums of our council tax monies foolishly and with that which appears to be a sense of 
delirious abandonment on the council’s collective behalf, please consider this: 
 
Remove the major traffic lights on the junction of Huddersfield Road and Victoria Street. Whatever 
your intention was in your decision to erect them in the first place all it has achieved is traffic jams 
and general disruption. When they’re not functioning, the traffic flows smoothly and safely. Secondly, 
ban heavy duty lorries/wagons etc from utilising Holmfirth as a thoroughfare. Instead afford delivery 
vehicles a permit and fine heavily any heavy goods vehicle that attempts to ignore it. The ban and the 
permit scheme are easily achievable. Everything else leave well alone. Please do not demolish the 
market. I and many, many others are horrified at the very suggestion. Such a waste of money. Our 
tax-payers’ money. The great concern amongst us all is that you’re just paying lip-service in inviting 
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us residents to comment and that you’ll go ahead anyway, regardless of and no matter how great 
public opinion is in opposition. If you do, I can promise you, you will not hear the end of it. Because in 
so doing you will be creating just another modern, soulless strip, at great expense and involving 
maximum disruption, indistinguishable from anywhere else. Instead of catering for the huge, heavy 
vehicles currently damaging our infra-structure, which appears to be your plan, simply remove the 
problem. It really isn’t that difficult. I respectfully await your responses. [redacted] 

 
Received: 04/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth 
 
I do not agree with the new proposed road and cannot see any way spoiling the heritage part of 
holmfirth, hollowgate,with big traffic is going to work as they still have to do a 90degree turn at the top 
at Woodhead road, so no improvement there.perhaps another look at the traffic lights as traffic 
seems to flow when they are not working.also the pedestrian crossing by Kaye's shop is unnecessary 
and holds up the traffic entering the yellow box only to meet another crossing 10 yards away stopping 
flow of traffic up Victoria street..please think again and don't spoil our town. 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 04/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth transport plans 
 
Hi 
I'm writing to express concern about the current plans for Holmfirth road changes. As a Holmfirth 
resident, I am concerned about the lack of consideration for pedestrians and cyclists in the current 
plans. The current plans seem to have the aim of getting traffic through Holmfirth quicker and easier. 
Having lived in Holmfirth for over 10 years, and travelled through the town during rush hour most 
days I have to admit I do not think there is an issue with traffic flow at all. Occasionally, when the M62 
is shut, the town gets increased traffic which does cause tailbacks, especially of HGVs, but on a 
normal day I would say the traffic flows freely. 
 
Holmfirth is a tourist town - many visitors come to the town for the day or to stay nearby, often on 
cycling trips, or walking expeditions. This brings money to the town, and its businesses, and without 
these tourists Holmfirth would die and become like Milnsbridge - a thoroughfare that nobody wants to 
stop in or live nearby. Increasing the attractiveness of Holmfirth as a pedestrian and cycling zone will 
bring more visitors, and more revenue to the surrounding area. Making it easier for HGVs and cars to 
thunder through will not encourage people to stop and look around. 
 
The safety of school children at the local Nab school is also a concern that isn't addressed by the 
plans.  
 
Most of the businesses in Holmfirth are small independent businesses, who would not be able to 
survive during such a large period of construction and upheaval. I doubt the town would recover if 
these businesses closed. These business owners live in the community, spend their own money in 
the area, and employ other members of the community too. The long-term knock on effect of this 
work could be severe. 
 
I do feel that if Kirklees is able to secure funding to improve Holmfirth, there are better things to invest 
in that would benefit the community and provide long term sustainable solutions. I know many other 
people have sent in detailed alternative plans and suggestions, so I do hope you take notice. 
 
My plea to you, is to consider pedestrians, cyclists, tourists, and the unique attractiveness of our little 
Yorkshire town, and ensure these are the focus of your investment going forward. 
 
With kind regards 
[Redacted] 
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Received: 04/04/2019 
Subject: New road layout for Holmfirth 
 
To whom it concerns 
 
I am writing to voice my concerns for the new road plan for Holmfirth.  
I'm sure you will have had lots of emails regarding this plan, and my main concern is the fact that 
Hollowgate will be used for all through traffic, it is far too narrow at the beginning by the shops, I know 
it will be one way but anyone shopping in the takeaway, sandwich shop and nail bar will be taking 
their lives in their hands. It is bad enough now but with lorries, buses, coaches, cars, what a 
frightening thought.  
Also traffic coming down Rotcher will find it difficult to turn left at the bottom. 
School children walk down there and need to cross Hollowgate and Victoria street, they do that now 
but with extra heavy traffic it will be more dangerous. 
All the festivals use Hollowgate as the heart of them, these bring in lots of people who all contribute 
to the vibrancy of Holmfirth. 
Surely some other idea could be found rather than desecrate the charm of Hollowgate  
[redacted] 
Born and bred in Holmfirth 

 
Received: 05/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Access Plan 
 
Please find my response attached.  The main point is that a successful plan needs to keep as much 
traffic as possible out of as much of Homfirth Centre as possible.  The plan proposed by Kirklees 
makes no attempt to do this and is very much likely to make matters worse.  There is at least one 
better alternative. 
 
Regards 
 
[redacted] 
 
PDF document attached (this encompassed another individuals report response which has been 
omitted form the following): 
 
Response to the proposed road scheme 
[redacted] 
Summary 
An effective solution would be to take as much traffic as possible away from as much of the centre of 
Holmfirth as possible. A desirable solution would also improve Holmfirth as a place to dobusiness 
and visit. Not only does Kirklees’ prposed scheme introduce problems of its own the scheme 
proposed by Kirklees does nothing in either of these respects. The alternative scheme proposed by 
[redaced] does. 
Observations 
As a frequent driver through Holmfirth I see three origins for congestion. 
• Victoria Square, the most significant in my view. Traffic from Victoria Street trying to enter Dunford 
Road/South Lane, Rotcher or Hollowgate need to cross the traffic from Towngate but the latter has 
precedence. Traffic then backs up to the traffic lights. In theory the yellow box should help and often 
does in the case of Dunford Rd. but not at all in the case of Rotcher and Hollowgate. The Zebra 
crossing1 in Victoria St. certainly contributes to congestion, the one in Towngate also does but as it 
can temporarily stop the traffic from Towngate to Victoria Sq. can also assist flow through the latter. 
• The traffic lights. The traffic lights allow each branch of the T-junction to flow in turn. The cycle 
rotates clockwise with the Victoria St. green phase followed by the Holmbridge side of the main road 
followed by the Huddersfield side. There is sufficient space on the Holmbridge side for a separate line 
several vehicles long for traffic waiting to turn down Victoria St. but not on the Huddersfield side. 
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Almost anyone driving through Holmfirth on a regular basis thinks traffic flows more freely when the 
lights are out of action. Hoever, if the traffic lights were to fail during peak hours I doubt it would be 
possible for traffic to get from Victoria St. onto the main road; if they fail during off-peak times this 
does not seem to be an issue. 
The real problem is the short cycle during off-peak times. In theory a short cycle will allow arriving 
vehicles to avoid a long wait. In reality the lengths of the all-red phases have to be fixed and with a 
short cycle take up too much of the whole cycle so the throughput of the cycle is inadequate to deal 
with the moderate traffic. 
On the Holmbridge side green phase it’s quite common for a vehicle to emerge from Victoria St. just 
as the light goes green; the shape of the kerb pushes it out to block the 1 I’ve been told the close 
placement of these isn’t actually legal junction so this effectively shortens the green phase by at least 
one vehicle for traffic trying to turn into Victoria St. If the emerging vehicle is articulated it blocks the 
junction for the whole of the phase. 
If Victoria Square is congested the Victoria St. phase will give traffic queuing down Victoria St chance 
to clear before the Holmbridge green phase. The Huddersfield side traffic has no such advantage and 
traffic waiting to turn left gets blocked by traffic from the Holmbridge side backing up from Victoria Sq. 
and vehicles are commonly be stuck on the corner. With just a single lane on the Huddersfield side 
straight-ahead traffic is blocked with limited scope for escape by pulling onto the right-hand side of 
the road to pass the stuck vehicle. 
• The junction at the bottom of Greenfield Rd. Traffic coming from the Holmbridge direction meets 
traffic turning right into Greenfield Rd and also traffic emerging from Greenfield Rd into Holmfirth.2 
This works well with a degree of give and take unless Holmfirth bound traffic backs up when there’s 
potential for traffic trying to turn right to back up to the Victoria St. junction. At present the usual 
cause of problems here is parking on the double yellow lines in Upperbridge at rush hour. 
• Apart from the above there is an occasional further problem which overrides all these; the additional 
traffic which can be directed through Holmfirth when one of the other cross-Pennine routes is closed. 
Requirements for a solution 
A successful solution would not only reduce the congestion, it would also make the centre of 
Holmfirth a better place to do business and to visit. 
The only real cure would be to take as much traffic as possible away from the town centre. The 
constricted nature of site makes a complete by-pass impossible so “town centre” is effectively 
reduced to Victoria St., Victoria Sq., Hollowgate and Towngate if the A635 through traffic can be 
directed past the top of Victoria St. 
A missed opportunity 
An ideal solution would have been to have realigned New Mill Rd. through the site of the railway 
station when that was closed, joining it to Bridge Lane along the present line of Summervale. This 
might have been practical when the station closed, it isn’t now. We have been living with the 
consequences of that failure for several decades. 
Potential amelioration 
There are several quick, cheap measures available. 
• Reverse the direction of the traffic light cycle. This would move the effect of congestion in Victoria 
St. to the Holmbridge side where the second lane would reduce its impact and remove the junction-
blocking effect of late-emerging Victoria St. traffic on this side. 
2 There is seldom traffic in either direction between Greenfield Rd. and the Holmbridge side of the 
A6024. 
However the potential risk of backing up traffic to the Greenfield Rd. junction makes this a risk; the 
present cycle may make for longer queues on the Huddersfield side but there’s more space for them 
there. Also, the articulated vehicle problem would block the junction for straight-through traffic from 
the Huddersfield side. I don’t see this as an effective solution, at least not on its own. 
• Sort out the Victoria Sq. choke point. The removal of the Victoria St. Zebra crossing and a stop line 
at the end of Towngate, giving priority to Dunford Rd. traffic would go a long way to accomplishing 
this. Move the Towngate Zebra crossing closer to the bus station.  
• Make the traffic lights peak time only. The traffic lights provide a pedestrian crossing phase. 
Removal of this at off-peak time and removal of the Zebra would leave Victoria St. with no pedestrian 
crossing at off-peak times. If this were a problem an off-peak Pelican crossing might be needed. 
This is along the lines of the minimal Kirklees scheme. It provides an amelioration but not a solution. 
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Viability of the Kirklees preferred option 
• Removal of traffic from the town centre. It fails completely in this respect. 
• Victoria Sq. The proposal tackles this. 
• Rotcher. This isn’t simply a local part of Holmfirth like South Lane, it’s the access to and from the 
whole of the Cartworth ridge. At present traffic heading in the Holmbridge or Huddersfield directions 
goes via Victoria St. The proposed one-way system means that such access is along Hollowgate 
instead. A left turn into Hollowgate is impractical so vehicles would have to turn right and attempt to 
circulate Victoria Sq, if this is possible or the bus station if it isn’t. Without a workable solution it’s 
likely that Goose Green would become a rat-run, however unsuitable it might be. 
• Victoria St. I presume the theory is that making this one way doubles the queuing space for Victoria 
Sq. If Victoria Sq is made to work, however, this necessity is much reduced if not eliminated. It also 
introduces a new issue. All traffic from the Holmbridge side would enter the right hand lane and the 
Towngate bound element of this, which includes all the A635 through traffic will need to cross traffic 
from Huddersfield direction heading for Dunford Rd, Rotcher and Hollowgate and merge with traffic 
from Huddersfield heading for Station Rd. At present this crossing and merging is controlled by the 
traffic lights; is Victoria St. long enough for this to happen at peak times without that control? 
• Hollowgate. At present Hollowgate offers something of a bypass for locals who know about it and 
are not driving vehicles too big for the Upper Bridge. It also provides access for HVGs for deliveries 
at premises on Hollowgate and the housing on the old mill site beyond. 
It is quite inadequate as a major route through Holmfirth and was abandoned for that purpose in the 
C19th when Victoria Bridge was built. It is incredible that any portion of it should be returned to that in 
the C21st. 
• The new junction. I understand it’s envisaged that this will not need traffic lights. It will certainly need 
then at peak times, without them traffic will queue back to Victoria Sq. and block that. With traffic 
lights the stop line on the Holmbridge side will be moved closer to the Greenfield Rd. junction. As the 
new junction is placed more or less where the present double lane starts the benefit of this 
arrangement will be lost, aggravating the queuing. The Greenfield Rd. junction will come into play. 
There will be an impact on traffic from Holmfirth which will be subject to worse backing up and, being 
closer to the Greenfield Rd. junction, such backup will be more likely to affect the new junction. I 
believe this junction, with or without traffic lights, will be unworkable. 
The alternative proposal 
[redacted] has made an alternative proposal. I have attached a copy for reference. This addresses 
the central requirement, removing as much traffic as possible from as much as possible of the centre 
of Holmfirth. It does this by removing all through traffic from Victoria St. Towngate and Victoria Sq. 
only handle town centre, Dunford Rd and Rotcher traffic, Victoria St. and only handles its own access 
and that for Market Walk and Norridge Bottom. Hollowgate only handles its own access and that for 
the old mill site. 
This seems to me a far better proposal but I would make some additional points. 
• The new junction at Towngate/Station Rd. would have the same issues as Victoria Sq. in terms of 
traffic bound for Dunford Rd. etc. crossing traffic from Station Rd. It needs at least a stop line at 
Station Rd. or preferably a min-roundabout to avoid the sort of congestion that affects Victoria St. at 
present. 
• The plan shows a double lane on the Huddersfield side of the new junction on Huddersfield Rd. I 
don’t believe there is sufficient width of road for this and it will have to remain a double lane. However 
because this junction is so much further away from the Greenfield Rd junction the traffic light cycle 
could be reversed and, of course, made part time. 
• The plan shows Rotcher access to be a shared pedestrian/vehicular space. I think Rotcher is 
sufficiently important that it needs to have a proper road connection. 
• The car parks behind and opposite the Library currently have very poor access because they are so 
close to the Victoria St junction as does the small entry opposite the top of Victoria St. By effectively 
removing this junction, which the this access is very much improved.  
• Holmfirth car parking is very limited. I suggest a few extra end-on spaces be provided in Victoria St. 
This might make a requirement for an exit at the top of the street assuming an entrance at the 
bottom. [redacted] suggests that the remaining spaces in the bus-station car park should be free, 
half-hour only; I endorse that and suggest the same should apply to these additional spaces. 
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By removing much of the traffic and therefore being able to partially pedestrianise some of the space 
in the middle of Holmfirth it also makes Holmfirth a better place to visit and do business. As the old 
Lodges building which is removed is one of the most unpopular buildings in Holmfirth this is a further 
improvement. 
The present Market Hall space is a mish-mash of three components, a stone building, a glass-sided 
add-on and an old shed which may be left over from the days when a cattle market was held in 
Hollowgate. If the move of Sainsburys to this premises were bring about some coherence of this part 
of Holmfirth it could benefit the conservation area. 
Finally, there was an earlier plan to improve the area of the bus station and Norridge bottom of which 
part was built. A plan and sketch of the proposals were shown at a recent Civic Society presentation. 
As there are echoes of these [redacted] scheme and show what could be done to improve this area 
of Holmfirth I have attached copies here. 
Additional heavy traffic 
As noted there are times when another trans-Pennine route, usually the A628, Woodhead Rd., is 
closed and additional traffic flows through Holmfirth. No scheme is likely to cope with the flows this 
brings. It’s an issue which needs to be considered alongside any other. My suggestion here is 
rationing by traffic lights along the lines of those used to regulate access to busy motorways. They 
would need to situated well back from Holmfirth centre to allow local traffic to flow. The Ford 
crossroads or Harden crossroads on the Greenfield side might be suitable locations along with the 
various junctions on the Barnsley border on the other side with advance warnings at Greenfield and 
the Flouch roundabouts. 

 
Received: 15/03/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth proposal time saved 
 
Having attended the event at Holmfirth Civic Hall yesterday, there are several questions that we 
would like answers to that those staffing the event apparently ‘had’ but were unable to give us. 
1. What is the average time that will be saved on journeys over the whole 24 period? ( Given that for 
much of the day there is little or no delay anyway) 
 
2. Where are the proposed sites for the market ? 
 
3. As Hollowgate would clearly no longer be able to be closed for community events such as the folk/ 
art festival, food & drink festival, cycle tours etc etc what is the proposal for where these important 
local events would take place? 
 
4. What considerations do you have in mind to make the Bridge Lane  cut through route a safe option 
as many locals would seek to bypass the new system in order not to increase their journey time? 
 
We would welcome clarification on these points which we were unable to get from those present at 
the engagement event. 
 
Best wishes 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 05/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth proposed road improvements 
 
Re the proposed road improvements in Holmfirth 
 
When drawing up the plans ;  
Holmfirth Junior and Infant School. Has the school traffic and the young children walking to school up 
and down Rotcher twice a day been taken into account It has no pavements and single lane at the 
bottom, and very awkward steep junction, plus residents and 50 extra houses about to be built, been 
taken into account ?  
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Are you aware that the traffic flows quite freely when there is not diverted traffic heavy good vehicles 
etc from Woodhead Pass.. Or when the traffic lights fail ?  
Are you aware that Holmfith is a tourist attraction a market town full of character with many old 
buildings? and that Hollowgate is a old narrow street, and a tourist attraction where most of the 
annual festivities take place ? 
 
May I suggest that instead of ruining Holmfirth center you; 
Stop diverting traffic through it every time there is an accident on the Woodhead Pass ( frequently)  
Sort out the traffic lights so they let more than 3 or 4 vehicles at a time out of Victoria St. 
And if you do want to spend money on easing congestion, divert traffic turning to Huddersfield by 
building another road from Station Road via a bridge to Huddersfield Road by widening the narrow 
dead end road the top end of Coop car park for the traffic turning right to Huddersfield. This would 
reduce the traffic in the center. 
Invest in more car parks and short stay areas. One on every inroad would stop people driving through 
the center repeatedly, just looking for somewhere to park thus reducing the overall traffic and it would 
encourage people to shop in the center, keeping the town alive. Short stay areas would suit those 
who need to drop off children or pop to the shops. 
I sincerely hope you don't turn Holmfirth into another Brighouse 
Yours [redacted] 

 
Received: 08/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Town Centre Access Plan 
 
To whom it may concern 
 
The proposed Holmfirth Town Centre Access plan appears largely for the benefit of those wishing to 
drive through the town rather than for those of us who live and shop here. For residents accessing 
school and work, congestion occurs at going to school/work time and returning from each. It is not a 
permanent issue throughout the day. 
 
Further more the destruction of Hollowgate will rob the community of an area that provides the centre 
for the cultural and community life of the town with the various festivals and exhibitions. Effectively 
you will destroy the heart of Holmfirth with this plan - making Hollowgate part of a roundabout rather 
than a vibrant, beating heart of the town . 
 
I am a 78 year old female who cares more about her querky, lively community than saving a few 
moments time for drivers using Holmfirth simply as a place to drive through on the way to somewhere 
else. 
 
Why change what works for we who live here? 
 
[redacted] 
3 April 2019 

 
Received: 15/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth town centre traffic changes 
 
Hello 
 
I would like to express my support for the proposed changes to traffic flow in Holmfirth. 
 
I have lived in the area for many years and seem the traffic issues getting worse, whilst the vibrancy 
and life of the town has deteriorated. I see no issues with traffic moving more freely through the area; 
my opinion is that pollution would be reduced due to less standing traffic, rather than increased as the 
protesters argue.  
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At the moment I don’t feel safe walking along Hollowgate, due to the issues with parking and the two 
way traffic. 
 
The market hall has been underused and deteriorating for many years and I don’t see that this will 
improve. I don’t see it as an asset to the town any longer. 
 
I think concern for the impact on community events could be addressed with careful management of 
the remaining section of Hollowgate, so that this area can be used for the events & festivals.  
 
I hope that proper consideration of the local businesses will be taken into account during the works. 
 
Kind regards 
 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 04/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Town Centre 
 
Hi, 
I have completed the survey form for the consultation about Holmfirth Town Centre. 
 
However, the boxes provided will not allow me to provide the maps that are included in my 
comments. So those comments are here as an attachment to this email. 
 
You will see that I am critical of the proposed scheme because, although it may speed traffic flows, it 
will do that at the expense of significantly damaging the historic environment of the town centre. 
 
I speak as a retired Town Planner & Historic Buildings Conservation Officer whose entire career was 
spent dealing with small towns in the Midlands and Yorkshire where I had considerable experience of 
working in collaboration with highways engineers.  
 
[redacted] 
 
Word documents attached: 
 

Comments about the proposed Holmfirth Town Centre Scheme. 
MARKET. 
We were told at the public exhibition that the closing of the market is a separate issue, but it is 
impossible to separate that closure from the proposed link road because the suggested route of the 
road is dependent on the availability of the market site.  
The Council is seriously failing in its duty to Holmfirth and its citizens by proposing to close the 
market. It is instructive to look at the other South Pennine market towns and their markets: 
Todmorden & Hebden Bridge in the Calder Valley, Penistone to the south of Holmfirth or Glossop 
over the Pennines. None of these markets is closing nor do their local authorities appear to have any 
such future intention. It is hard to avoid the conclusion that Kirklees Council deliberately ran down the 
market in Holmfirth; traders had been telling visitors to the market that they were worried about the 
Council’s intentions for some time. The right thing to do, and it is not too late, would be to invest in 
the market by having specialist markets on a weekend and at Bank Holidays, for instance antiques or 
the very successful Art Market. To abandon the market and hope that someone else takes it on at the 
same time as planning to demolish the market building is a total dereliction of the Council’s duty to 
the town that will damage the future prospects of the town. (Is there a market charter and what does 
that require?) 
THE PROPOSED LINK ROAD. 
Traffic and congestion are perceived to be a significant problem in Holmfirth, a town where the steep 
valley sides effectively preclude a town centre by-pass. So, the Council has considered ways of 
accommodating both the north-south traffic along the A6024 and the cross-valley movements from 
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the A635 and the B6106 within the town centre.  The solution suggested may help traffic flows, but 
little or no consideration appears to have been given to other factors. As a result, the ‘traffic-based 
solution’ proposed is so environmentally damaging as to be totally unacceptable. 
CONSERVATION AREA. 
Holmfirth town centre is a Conservation Area, identified by Historic England as being at risk partly 
because of the issues of traffic. Conservation Areas are areas of special architectural or historic 
interest whose character and appearance it is desirable to preserve or enhance. Conservation Area 
designation provides control over the demolition of unlisted buildings and a basis for planning policies 
so as to conserve all aspects of character and appearance that define an area’s special interest. It 
follows from this that demolition of the Market requires consent and the design and effects of the 
proposed link road require special consideration. 
As a large and important building in the street scene, with a history of conversion from its original use 
as a chapel, that still retains parts of the original building especially on the Huddersfield Road 
frontage, it is doubtful that the Council would readily allow demolition of the Market building if a 
private developer was to apply. Demolition together with the building of a new road and bridge would 
create a serious void in the street scenes of Hollowgate and Huddersfield Road that would neither 
preserve nor enhance the Conservation Area. 
CONSULTATION WITH HERITAGE INTERESTS. 
From what I gathered at the public meeting, there has been little or no consultation with the Council’s 
Conservation Officer or with Historic England. Both are essential prerequisites to a major scheme in a 
Conservation Area. Without the acceptance of these parties I cannot see that approval can be given 
for the proposed road. 
THE PROPOSED SCHEME MUST BE RECONSIDERED. 
Apart from the basic conservation issues above, there are fundamental problems with the link road 
scheme as proposed.    
Turning the centre of Holmfirth into a large traffic roundabout will significantly damage the quality of 
the environment for pedestrians & will do irrevocable harm to the historic environment and fabric of 
the town. 
The new road and bridge together with the existing car park to the south of Victoria Street will create 
a large open space in the area between Victoria Street and Upperbridge that would have no cohesion 
or respect for the intimate character of the existing townscape. (A tree belt between the road and the 
car park could help reduce the impact  but not sufficiently to overcome the basic objection.) 
The effect of diverting significant traffic flows onto Hollowgate will be little short of taking a wrecking 
ball to the intrinsic interest of an important and largely quiet historic street.  
The creation of a mini roundabout at the junction of Dunford Road, Towngate and Victoria Square will 
significantly intrude traffic-related features into the historic core of the town. 
It is impossible to escape the conclusion that the Council’s plan would irretrievably damage the 
environment of the historic town centre to a very significant extent.  It may speed the flow of traffic, 
but at the expense of substantial harm to the historic fabric of the town and the Conservation Area. 
What is required is a holistic appraisal of the issues taking account of the historic environment, the 
needs of pedestrians and the encouragement of trade in the town centre – both for residents and for 
the visitors who have become so important in these South Pennine towns. 
ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIONS. 
The fundamental error of the current scheme is that the junction between north-south traffic flows and 
cross valley movements would be extended to the south of Victoria Street, so keeping the traffic 
problems within the very centre of the town and, in fact, expanding the area that is seriously affected 
by traffic. Clearly, any acceptable solution to ease the flow of traffic through the town and improve the 
environment on Victoria Street etc. must be designed so as to divert that junction of the traffic flows 
out of the congested heart of the town. Any acceptable solution must, therefore, involve creating the 
new junction between Huddersfield Road traffic and cross-valley traffic flows at a site somewhere to 
the north of Victoria Street.  
I attach below an air photo taken from Bing Maps. On this I have shown two possible alternative 
routes for a link road to the north of Victoria Street but still within the town centre. That between the 
points marked A & B was considered by the former West Riding County Council but not continued by 
Kirklees after the local government reorganisation of 1974. The second marked between points B & 
C is that suggested by Holme Valley Vision.  

https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/hpg/hpr-definitions/s/536536/
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/hpg/hpr-definitions/a/534724/
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/hpg/hpr-definitions/h/536296/
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/hpg/hpr-definitions/h/536296/
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/hpg/hpr-definitions/b/534792/
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/hpg/hpr-definitions/s/536536/
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If neither of these possible routes nearer to the edge of the town centre are acceptable, an alternative 
route diverting the main New Mill Road flow of traffic to Huddersfield Road at a location further out of 
the centre could remove the worst of the cross-valley traffic from Towngate, Victoria Square and 
Victoria Street. Today there may only be one such possible connection possible without demolishing 
properties. I have shown that as a link between points A and B on my second map below. 

 
None of these three alternatives are straightforward, and all need work specially to consider the 
levels involved, the costs, the visual intrusion and any loss of car parking (which is already at a 
premium in the town). But any of them could significantly improve traffic flows with significantly less 
damage to the historic town centre Conservation Area than a link road to the south of Victoria Street, 
and to the benefit not just of traffic flows but also of pedestrian comfort and safety. The Council needs 
to consider these options thoroughly and, if there is a financial shortfall, consider whether other 
sources of funding can be found for small town revitalisation. To build a link road to the south of 
Victoria Street as currently proposed simply because it is affordable is a totally unacceptable solution. 
At the same time as traffic is diverted from Victoria Street by any of these options, work should be 
carried out both for environmental reasons and to improve traffic and pedestrian safety around 
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Victoria Square & Victoria Street in terms of providing more appropriate surface treatment and, 
possibly, a shared surface treatment of Victoria Square. The reinstatement of stone setts on 
Hollowgate is also desirable not just for environmental reasons but to reduce its use as a rat run.   
[redacted] 

 
Received: 11/04/2019 
Subject: Proposed alterations to road system in Holmfirth 
 
Dear Sirs. I write with regard to the above. I agree that something needs to be done regarding traffic, 
particularly heavy goods vehicles which seem to use Holmfirth as a short cut. One must ask the 
question why, when Holmfirth is not suitable for these types of vehicles. A few years ago, the traffic 
lights in the centre stopped working and, hey presto, the traffic moved freely.  I agree that the market 
hall needs demolishing but, why not build a new one on its site. With regards to making  Victoria 
Street and Hollowgate one way systems, this is ludicrous, can you imagine the disruption to local 
businesses whilst this is taking place. These businesses are small local concerns and cannot run 
successfully if their trade is disrupted. Watch businesses fold if this happens.  
 
At the weekend, we visited friends who live not far from Knaresborough. For years this has been a 
horrendous bottle neck having two lots of traffic lights within yards of each other. Recently, these 
lights were removed and mini roundabouts put in. Guess what, we sailed through Knaresborough, 
problem solved.   
 
Part of the traffic problem in Holmfirth is the fact that cars park on Victoria Street and, if there is a 
delivery van on the other side, this renders the road one way. Stop the parking, put in mini 
roundabouts, build us a new market hall, after all we are a market town and, hey presto problems 
solved.  Please don’t take the heart and soul out of this “famous” small town.  No one wants these 
alterations, we are the ones who have to live here, please keep Holmfirth special and let the locals 
decide what is needed. 
 
Please don’t ruin our community, businesses and trade. Do you want us to become a ghost town with 
closed up shops and businesses who, in the end, will not be paying rates etc. Thus, less money in 
the councils coffers. 
 
Many thanks 
 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 05/04/2019 
Subject: Proposed road Changes Holmfirth 
 
am writing to ask that the new proposals for Holmfirth Town Centre don’t go through. I live in 
Holmfirth. 
 
I have yet to find a resident that is in favour of the scheme. Not only will it desecrate our lovely 
historic town, it will only attract more unwanted traffic. Hollowgate is used for our festivals which 
brings revenue into our town and Kirklees. Turning Hollowgate into a ‘roundabout’ will be a detriment 
to the business along there and destroy the market, which I use weekly. It will in turn be dangerous 
and cause injuries and even deaths. The scheme doesn’t even account for cyclists.  
 
Our town shouldn’t be used as a ‘roundabout’ for thoroughfare.  
 
I have never found the traffic a problem in Holmfirth, unless as today when there is closure on 
Woodhead Pass due to an accident; the alterations while not make the Dunford Rd gridlock any 
easier. so why make things worse by encouraging more traffic to come through?  
I hope the wishes of Holmfirth residents are taken notice of and acted upon. 
[redacted] 
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Received: 05/04/2019 
Subject: Re: Holmfirth Access Plan 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
Thank you for your response and recognition to my comments. 
 
Not only is the junction of Rotcher and Hollowgate vitally important to the residents of Rotcher, 
Cartworth, Cemetery and Royd Mount, my additional concern and worry is the access to the primary 
school at prime drop off and pick up times. The junction is so narrow, uniquely fragile and dangerous 
in winter, I feel sure no sensible person could possibly want to reduce the options of flow direction at 
the bottom of the hill.  
 
At present at least there is the option for the traffic to emerge and go in four directions, along 
Hollowgate, up Victoria Street, along Towngate or up Dunford Road to disperse. If from what I gather 
from the proposals, this traffic will have the option to go in one direction only, along Hollowgate. How 
can that possibly ease traffic congestion and flow in the town? 
 
In all proposals you have to be very careful when trying to solve one problem that you do not create 
another problem elsewhere. This rule applies to everything in life, not just traffic. The more thought I 
give to this, the more certain I feel that the problem of congestion will be past to another point and 
actually be worse than before. The disruption itself will be so hard to handle on this scale of project 
and when it does fail there will be bitterness and an injustice of public spending that could linger for 
many, many years. 
 
Looking directly at pinch points on a low cost option, would be a far less disruptive and cost effective 
option which would go down a lot better with the members of the public. General concensus in and 
around the town would favour this I`ve found. Please look at options for removing or sequencing the 
lights better, think where mini roundabouts would work, keep the market and make it more viable with 
a multi use option to work around market days. 
 
These options would be seen as being far more pro-active and would restore the faith and credibility 
in the council from members of the public. If by doing this you lose a large chunk of Central 
Government funding, so what, at least you are doing something to ease the problems without 
creating massive upheaval. There will be options in the future to try again for the larger pots of money 
if the low cost option does not work. 
 
Having lived in the town for just over a month now, I am astounded that you want to erode the 
integrity and character of the town, (which attracted me here from the south in the first place) and not 
protect traditional living and bow to commercialism and unplanned progress. 
 
I thought i`d left that all behind! 
 
Once again I hope you find these comments useful. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
[redacted] 

 
Received: 26/03/2019 
Subject: RE: Holmfirth Major Transport Scheme 
 
Thank you for your reply. I notice that the FAQ on the website says "How will people who don't own 
vehicles benefit?" and the answer given is that "For those on foot there will be widened footways and 
additional crossing facilities." From my reading of the plans, the number of controlled crossings will 
be reduced, and the number of "uncontrolled"  
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crossings will be increased. Is it the council's case that increasing the number of uncontrolled 
crossings (i.e. increasing the number of places that pedestrians need to cross roads without any 
assistance) is a benefit to them? 
 
In addition, the same question states that journey times should improve for all types of transport. 
Would it be possible to provide details of calculations showing how journey times are improved for 
pedestrians on typical journeys across Holmfirth? 
 
Many thanks 
 
[redacted] 

 

Emails from stakeholders 

Received: 03/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Town Centre Access Plan 
 
Major Road Improvements 
Holmfirth Town Centre Access Plan 
This is a response to the proposed preferred option, on behalf of the Holmfirth Food and Drink 
Festival. 
This festival takes place on the last weekend in September, and has done for the last 15 year, with 
stalls across the town – in Towngate, Hollowgate, The Old Bridge, Holmfirth Library and Holmfirth 
Market. 
Hollowgate is closed to traffic throughout the festival and footfall across the town increases to an 
estimated 40,000 people over the weekend. This footfall generates direct spending to the festival and 
to local shops and businesses; benefiting the local economy considerably. 
The festival prides itself in supporting new local businesses by using Holmfirth Market Hall as a 
space for local independent businesses to trade. 
The festival is also a showcase for local talent with school age and older artistes invited to entertain 
the crowds in designated music zones. 
The proposals will mean that the festival cannot carry on in its present guise – it would be impossible 
to close Hollowgate and the market area for new/local businesses would simply not exist. These 
factors, coupled with the reduction of pedestrian accessibility in the town (as per the plans), will make 
it unviable, thus the town will lose all the benefits Holmfirth Food and Drink Festival brings. 
The scheme appears to reduce journey times by approximately 85 seconds, which is against the 
Local Transport Plans 1 and 2, for those who drive THROUGH the town, rather than concentrate on 
improving accessibility FOR the town to assist the people who live here and wish to keep the town 
centre vibrant and successful. There are 175 businesses in the town centre, several of which will be 
at risk due to these proposals. 
These proposals will mean the cessation of Holmfirth Food and Drink Festival as well as remove a 
large amount of visitors and the money they spend in the town. This needs to factored into the 
Economic appraisal. 
We want improvements for the town, the people who live here and the businesses who trade here; 
not for those who drive through it. 
Sheila Sutton Chair of Holmfirth Food and Drink Festival 

 
Received: 24/03/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Town Centre Proposed Road Changes 
 
To whom it may concern 
 
Please find attached the response from Holmfirth Arts Festival to the proposed road changes in 
Holmfirth Town Centre. We would be grateful if this response could be considered as part of the 
current consultation process. 
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Yours sincerely 
Roger Lancaster 
on behalf of Holmfirth Arts Festival 
 
Word document attached: 
 
This is a response on behalf of the Holmfirth Arts Festival to the proposed preferred option.  Our 
comments relate to three main areas of concern. 
 
Firstly, there is the impact on the public realm in Holmfirth. The Arts Festival takes place in the middle 
of June each year, this year on 14-16 June, and it will be our 11th festival. A major part of the festival 
takes place on Hollowgate, which last year was closed to traffic on the Saturday providing a focus for 
the start of the festival parade and a wide variety of outdoor arts events.  This year the Arts Festival is 
linking with the Kirklees wide Textile Festival with the major event of that festival on the Sunday being 
our textile banner parade. Hollowgate will again be central to the success of that parade.  
 
Holmfirth does not have many public realm spaces. Our concern over the proposed road 
improvements is that they will further reduce such spaces, particularly through the changes proposed 
for Hollowgate, making Holmfirth more of a town to pass through rather than one that is a destination 
for shoppers and tourists alike.  The proposed changes would make Hollowgate not only more 
dangerous for pedestrians but impossible to use for public events.  It would result in Holmfirth 
effectively having no town centre for pedestrian based celebrations.   
 
Secondly there is the economic impact on the town centre.  The festival attracts over 10,000 people 
to its events in the Town every year with an estimated economic impact of around £230,000.  
Together with the other festivals throughout the summer, this represents a significant contribution to 
the local economy.  There are 175 businesses in the town centre, many of whom benefit from the 
festivals.  The proposed road changes will do nothing to enhance these festivals and will actually 
endanger their ability to continue.  The disadvantages of the economic impacts of the road scheme 
have to be taken into consideration. 
 
Thirdly there are the social considerations. Pedestrian access into and through the town centre is 
vital for the festivals and this will be made much more difficult and dangerous.  In this respect the 
proposals go against the stated priorities of the Local Transport Plans by putting traffic first and not 
people – a negative impact for local residents and visitors alike.   
 
In conclusion, the Holmfirth Arts Festival believes that the proposed road changes and consultation 
are based on the wrong premise.  The consultation asks questions about travelling ‘through’ Holmfirth 
and the changes are aimed at improving through flow of traffic.  The key issue should be how to 
make Holmfirth a better place to live and visit – a destination not a thoroughfare. The character and 
attractiveness of Holmfirth as a town will be reduced by these proposals merely to get traffic through 
and away from the town a little faster.   

 
Received: 05/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Town Centre plans – Letter from Board of Governors, Holmfirth J, I&N School 
 
Please see attached letter in relation to the plans to make changes to Holmfirth town centre.  
 
Kind regards 
 
[redacted] 
 
Word documents attached: 
 
Dear Sirs 
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Holmfirth Town Centre Action Plan – consultation response 
 
I am writing in my capacity as Chair of Governors of Holmfirth Junior, Infant and Nursery School (the 
School), and on behalf of the Governing Board of the School to, express our deep concerns about 
the plans for the Holmfirth Town Centre Access Plan.   
 
Our most serious concerns, which mirror those expressed by the head teacher of the School are as 
follows: 
 
1. Lack of safe crossing point for children to access Rotcher Road at the junction of Hollowgate, 
as the plan stands now - we note that there are no indications on any of the plans that there will be a 
zebra crossing allowing pedestrians to access Rotcher Road from Hollowgate.   We further note that 
whilst the introduction of a zebra crossing would have safety benefits, it would also stop the free flow 
of traffic thereby fundamentally undermining one of the key objectives of the scheme. 
 
2. Risks resulting from continually flowing traffic (a stated objective of this plan) – we consider the 
plan would lead to an increased risk to safety of pedestrians, as a result of the continual flow.  We 
also believe there would be a risk of increased traffic use compared to current levels, causing further 
increased dangers for pedestrians and increased pollution due to there being more traffic on the 
roads. 
 
3. Decreased opportunities for Year 5 and Year 6 pupils walking home, or into Holmfirth, 
independently – without any form of crossing parents of pupils in Years 5 and 6 would be reluctant to 
allow them to walk home alone.  We currently have 70 children in Years 5 and 6 and the majority 
walk home alone, especially in the summer months.  If they were not allowed to walk home this may 
result in another 30 to 40 cars on the roads at peak school times. 
 
4. No plans to widen footpaths on Hollowgate or create a footpath at the bottom of Rotcher Road 
– this means that there would be insufficient room for prams or parents with two or more children.  
We understand from comments raised by parents that, due to safety concerns, they may not continue 
walking to school if the plans were to go ahead.  This would lead to a further increase in traffic (the 
school estimates a possible 30+ cars) in the centre of Holmfirth and around the School (see the 
following point). 
 
5. Potential for increased traffic on Rotcher Road / Cartworth Road / Cemetery Road and other 
local roads - this would make access to school more difficult at the start/end of the school day.  This 
would be exacerbated by the difficulties that would be faced by cars turning from Rotcher Road onto 
Hollowgate, into the increased/continual flow of traffic, with a left turn being particularly difficult due to 
the angle of the roads.  Parents would also change their route to and from school causing congestion 
on the surrounding country roads, such as Cemetery Road, Dover Lane, Washpit New Road, 
Choppards and Cartworth Bank Road which are difficult roads to manoeuvre, especially in the winter 
months. 
6. Prospective parents of new school starters deterred by lack of safety, as a result of the plan – 
this would result in loss of income to the School due to lower numbers of pupils attending.  We are 
already seeing a falling roll due to the cost of housing in Holmfirth, which brings financial difficulties to 
the School.  The School is already struggling to balance our budget – Kirklees Council cannot afford 
to lose another ‘Good’ school (Ofsted, 2017). 
 
7. Access hindered for national curriculum requirements and the School's own curriculum – the 
School ensures that its children have the opportunity to participate in a wide variety of school trips / 
activities, including swimming at Holmfirth pool, going to the Parish Church and other local visits to 
explore Holmfirth and understand the local heritage.   
It would be potentially dangerous for the School to continue local trips to Holmfirth.  Classes, of up to 
35 children, regularly visit the centre of Holmfirth to work on curriculum projects.  For example, at 
Christmas the whole of KS2 (up to 136 children and up to 20 staff) walk to Holmfirth Parish Church in 
the town centre to practice for a Carol Concert; this would be impossible if the plans were passed.  
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Coaches cannot get to the school, meaning pupils are walked down to the bus station when they go 
on trips or swimming.  When children go on residential trips they also have luggage with them – again 
this would prove to be potentially dangerous if these plans went ahead. 
 
8. Unique character of Holmfirth negatively affected, including arts festival participation, due to 
the loss of use of Hollowgate as an events venue – the School is actively involved in community 
projects, such as the Arts Festival and Folk Festival.  We feel that the loss of use of Hollowgate for 
these events would change the whole atmosphere of the town and the events for which it is so well 
known, resulting in fewer visitors to the town. 
We therefore urge the Council to consider the views of the local public very carefully, and give 
thought to other ways of achieving the stated objectives.  These could include the introduction of a 
more intelligent traffic management system at the Victoria Street traffic lights, encouraging alternative 
routes for HGVs and taking measures to enforce parking restrictions (particularly on Victoria Street).  
These measures would directly address some of the key causes of congestion and would be safer, 
less disruptive and more value for money alternatives to the current proposals.  
 
In conclusion, we feel that the current proposals would not benefit the town and are not an 
appropriate, reasonable or value for money method of achieving the stated objectives.  Although the 
town does suffer from some congestion at busy times, we would rather retain the current road layout 
than see the new proposals introduced, which would, in our informed opinion, pose an increased 
danger to pupils, parents and staff.   
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Sarah Smale 
Chair of Governors 
Holmfirth Junior, Infant and Nursery School 

 
Received: 17/04/2019 
Subject: Holmfirth Town Centre 
 
Dear Sirs, 
 
I know that the consultation period is at an end, but I came across this alternative proposal which I 
feel I should bring to your attention. 
 
I write on behalf of Longley Farm and Longley’s Coffee Shop , which are the largest businesses in 
the district . 
 
I am sorry to say that the proposal put forwards for consideration by KMC is seen as very bad . 
 

 It is definitely negative for people who want to be in the town and who want it to flourish as a 
community centre. More of the centre is given over to traffic , with no real compensatory 
features.  
 

 It is bad for vehicles that need access to local shops . We need more information in relation to 
Longley’s but at first sight it appears that we will not be able to make deliveries or get around 
to the rear. There seems to be no provision for pedestrians . Other towns in Kirklees show that 
shops on ring-roads don’t work and our current understanding is that the coffee shop would 
have to close and we would be looking to convert the building to housing. 
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 Improvements for vehicle users seem to be minimal. We would welcome more information on 
how the system might work, but it appears thatthe situation for our vehicles using Dunford 
Road would be worsened. 

 
I would like you to consider the attachments, which I believe represent a much better alternative. 
 
If you need any more information, please let me know. 
 
Thank you 
 
Jim Dickinson 
Managing Partner.  
 
Two PDF documents attached that include alternative plan and report from another individual  

 
Received: 06/04/2019 
Subject: HoTT response to Holmfirth Town Centre consultation 
 
[no email content] 
 
PDF attachment of HoTT response – two sections conclusions and proposed alternatives have been 
copied below: 
 
2.9 Conclusions 
HoTT appreciate that the Council's proposals are intended to reduce congestion and increase traffic 
flows in the Town centre, and that the available budget is specifically for such schemes, however 
HoTT do not consider that the currently proposed scheme addresses the needs of Holmfirth Town 
centre. If implemented, it will make the A635 more attractive as an east to west trans Pennine route, 
therefore attracting more traffic, including more HGVs, through the town centre. This will have an 
adverse impact on Holmfirth unless diverted away from the town centre. 
In time, the increase in traffic is likely to return congestion to present levels and beyond, thus 
negating any short-term traffic benefits of the scheme. 
HoTT consider that Kirklees Council should not promote their major highway scheme through the 
Holmfirth town centre as proposed. The needs of Holmfirth town centre are such that a solution is 
required that seeks to both reduce and divert through traffic, with the purpose of improving: 

➢ traffic flows 

➢ town centre environment for the benefit of local residents, businesses, visitors, public transport 

users, pedestrians and cyclists, and 

➢ local walking and cycling routes. 

HoTT consider that any proposed transport planning for the future should therefore start from 
reducing the volume of motor vehicle traffic, not just mitigating the impact of it. 
The proposal to use Hollowgate in the town centre as a major trafficked road is of particular concern. 
Currently, Hollowgate is a quiet road with easy pedestrian access to the shops and market. It is a 
narrow road unsuited for major traffic flow. Hollowgate is periodically closed to traffic from May 
through to September for various festivals which bring tourists to Holmfirth and are important for the 
town’s economic survival. Hollowgate should be a quiet road with minimal traffic: it is part of the 
Holme Valley Riverside Way and could be enhanced as a largely pedestrian environment. It should 
not be permitted that HGVs can continue to use this route to bypass the traffic lights, get stuck and 
cause damage to the bridge and street furniture. 
 
3 HoTT proposals for Alternatives 
HoTT would encourage the Council to reconsider a different approach, centred on both reducing and 
diverting traffic flows away from the centre of Holmfirth, rather speeding up town centre traffic, as a 
means of reducing congestion. Taking a more holistic approach to needs of Holmfirth Town centre 
could result in benefits to pedestrians, cyclists and other town users as well as motorists. 
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Whilst localized traffic flows can be increased with reduced street parking, better junctions and other 
measures, road improvements generally result in increased traffic and reduced journey times, as 
confirmed by Kirklees own comments. Realistically, congestion in the Town centre can only be 
alleviated by measures which reduce or divert the number of cars and lorries / HGVs passing through 
the centre of Holmfirth. 
For regional traffic flow improvements, the reduction in traffic volumes could be achieved by 
discussion with Highways England (and other interested parties) to agree a regional and inter 
regional HGV network which would exclude an HGV route through Holmfirth as its roads are unsuited 
to heavy goods vehicles. Consultation is also required to ensure that when main roads are closed, 
HGVs are redirected through more suitable road networks and not through Holmfirth Town centre. 
For the town centre traffic improvements, HoTT would urge the Council to consider an alternative 
scheme which increases the pedestrianization of Holmfirth town centre by closing the Victoria Street 
as the main river crossing and diverting through-traffic north east of the town centre over a new 
bypass river crossing. 
HoTT suggest the Council should be considering the following measures: 
Regional traffic improvements: 

➢ Lobbying, with other local authorities and organisations, for the improvement of the Woodhead 

trans Pennine route to a limited access dual carriageway standard. 

➢ Working with other local authorities and Highways England to agree a regional and inter regional 

HGV network, and in the short term, prohibition of HGVs, except for access, on the A635 between 
New Mill and Woodhead Road Holmfirth. 
Town centre traffic improvements: 

➢ Hollowgate and Victoria Street to be pedestrianised, cycle friendly, with service/loading vehicle 

access only, with appropriate surfacing. 

➢ Construction of a new two-way river crossing link road between Station Road and Huddersfield 

Road to the north east of Victoria Street. 

➢ Demolition of the single storey extension and bridge to the Market Hall and opening up of the river 

and a river walk. 
Other local improvements 

➢ More long stay and visitor parking at Sands, consequent on the relocation of coach parking to the 

cattle market, and improvement of the riverside path to Bridge Street to an all-weather standard, 
suitable for pedestrians, cyclists and wheelchair users. 

➢ Develop the Holme Valley Cycle Network, with priority to the Woodhead Road/Huddersfield Road 

A6024/A616 corridor. 
 
Any road scheme for Holmfirth should aim to have minimal impact on the town centre and its cultural 
heritage and should include consideration for cyclists, pedestrians and other town centre users in line 
with Kirklees Local Plan and the emerging Neighbourhood Plan. 
Such a scheme should therefore: 

➢ keep the town centre clear of traffic delays and congestion, 

➢ pedestrianise Hollowgate except for service access, 

➢ increase pedestrian and cycling access, 

➢ maintain open spaces / parks 

➢ maintain the character of the town buildings for cultural / heritage and tourism benefits 

➢ seek to maintain the economic status of the town without disruption. 

HoTT’s vision for Holmfirth Town centre is for the town to become a resilient, sustainable and low-
carbon community centred on the well-being of local residents. This is in line with the ambitions of the 
emerging Holme Valley Neighbourhood Plan and the need to preserve our cultural heritage and the 
enjoyment of the town centre by all. 
We trust our comments are useful; HoTT representatives would be happy to meet with councillors to 
discuss these and our vision for Holmfirth Town centre. 

 
Received: 05/04/2019 
Subject: Summary Response to Holmfirth Access Plan form Holme Valley Vision 
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Hello [redacted] 
 
I am sorry this is late in the day but we have had some technical problems. 
 
As promised our full response will be with you during the week of 15 April. 
 
Very many thanks for your understanding. 
 
Best wishes 
[redacted] 
 
Word document attached: 
 
SUMMARY of report from Holmfirth Valley Vision objecting to the Holmfirth Access Plan 
4 April 2019 
Submitted by Canon Dr Steve Davie on behalf of Holmfirth Valley Vision 
 
[redacted] 
 
While a Response to the rumours of the Plan have been worked on for a few months, 4 weeks is 
insufficient time for a full Response. The headings are indicated below and a full report will be 
submitted shortly. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
This response has been developed by the groups which constitute the Holme Valley Vision (HVV) 
network and has drawn on the diverse professional contributions of residents who consider that the 
Holmfirth Town Centre Access Plan published in March 2019 by Kirklees Council has not been 
founded on a detailed analysis of the problems facing the town centre.   
 
The Holmfirth Town Centre Access Plan is designed to solve a single problem: ease traffic 
congestion and improve traffic flows focussed on the Victoria Street A6024 and related junctions. 
HVV concludes that the proposals are ill-conceived, will damage the town and has aims that can be 
better achieved by other means.   
 
The HVV response to the proposals sets out below provides detailed consideration of the impact the 
traffic scheme will have on the town centre, from a number of perspectives. It outlines how HVV, in 
full partnership with other groups, bodies and concerned individuals will develop a realisable vision 
for the future of the town centre. 
 
The vision will draw on local opinion and be grounded on a rich evidence base.  It will be informed by 
the findings from the two nationally funded research projects in which Holmfirth has been based as 
well as the professional opinions of residents. 
 
Headings of the proposed Report: 
Planning Contexts 

National Planning Policy Framework 
Kirklees Local Plan 
Kirklees Economic Strategy 
Draft Neighbourhood Plan: Your Valley Your Voice 
Holmfirth Conservation Area 
Holmfirth Conservation Area Appraisal [CAA] 

The Assumptions of the Access Plan 
 The Main Proposals 

Questions on details 
Impacts of the Access Plan 
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Traffic Impact 
Economic Impact 
Social impact 

Alternatives to the proposal: 
Alternative traffic management 
Alternative vision for Holmfirth 
What is going to happen locally to develop our vision 
Placemaking 

CONCLUSION 
Due to the limited rationale of the Access Plan and the demands of budget there may well be an 
attitude of ‘this is the last chance to solve Holmfirth’s problems; do this now or we do nothing’. This 
paper attempts to take a positive approach to the immediate and longer-term future of Holmfirth. 
Relatively minor works on Victoria Street and related actions could improve traffic flow significantly in 
the short-term. What is required for medium and long term is a new vision for the town that invests in 
the creative, economic, heritage and social capital that undoubtedly exists. 

 
Received as survey response 
 
HOLMFIRTH FILM FESTIVAL OPPOSES THE KIRKLEES ROAD PLAN FOR THE TOWN. 
 
Holmfirth will be celebrating its tenth anniversary this year (7-9 June 2019). The Festival has always 
supported films on the environment and one its key strands will be 'climate emergency' - the current 
and growing threat from global warming.  It will screen a series of films putting people before traffic. 
The plans which have been presented as a fait accompli can only lead to an increase in traffic and a 
resultant rise in pollution. They are exact opposite of what is required at this moment in time and take 
no heed of future needs or the way young people and schoolchildren have taken the lead on the 
issue and their future. It is short termism when so much is at stake. 
The poorly thought-out plans threaten to close shops and businesses, and ruin the few public spaces 
in the town. It will make it harder for festivals and community groups to operate and to add the kind of 
value and communal experience which enrich people's lives. On a practical level, festivals and events 
involve thousands of people, increase footfall for shops and help businesses. 
The Festival will be screening films and holding discussions which highlight the devastation now 
taking place through growing congestion and pollution, and how communities around the world have 
taken back control through schemes for pedestrians and cyclists. 
The Festival will also be screening an all-day event of local historic films. It is not mere nostalgia: for 
many residents, so much has been lost and these plans can only destroy more. 
There are hard choices which have to be faced. PEOPLE BEFORE TRAFFIC should not be just a 
slogan. 
 
Stephen Dorril Festival Director 
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Letters 

A freepost address was publicised during the engagement period as a way in which paper surveys 
and additional comments could be submitted at no cost to the participant.  11 letters were received 
during the engagement period.  These were received via the provided freepost address and via email 
to: major.transport@kirklees.gov.uk and yourvoice@westyorks-ca.gov.uk.  The letters were 
responses from individuals, and formal responses made by representatives on behalf of community 
groups/businesses.   

 
I live in Holmfirth, half a mile from the centre of the town. I have been here 14 years so I hope my 
observations/suggestions are considered valid. 
 
Congestion in Holmfirth is variable and to some extent unpredictable (except during morning rush 
time and when the schools come out and this is no worse in Holmfirth than elsewhere). The main 
road from Honley through to Lockwood Bar has daily congestion far worse than any congestion in 
Holmfirth. 
 
Looking at the proposal I think that this will move the congestion “problem” from the traffic lights to 
the junction from the new road on to Woodhead Road. All the buses and HGVs will now be coming 
out at this junction. In either direction their turning circle to exit will be such that it will block the traffic 
coming down from Woodhead and Greenfield. Also – because of the volume of traffic coming down 
from Greenfield/Holme Moss there may be a significant wait time to effect their turn (more 
congestion). 
Routing heavy traffic along Hollowgate will have a serious impact on the businesses on Hollowgate – 
making them less accessible – I am sure they will have their own concerns about the nature and 
volume of this traffic. Traffic coming in to Holmfirth from the Holme Moss/Greenfield direction (which 
includes me) needing to turn on to Victoria Street or in to the car park alongside the market/link road 
will need to make a change of lane when they reach the one-way.  This will be difficult given the short 
stretch of road and the fact that they will be competing with the traffic turning right out of the new link 
road. 
 
I believe the major causes of serious congestion are: 

1. Closure of the Woodhead Pass (not often) 
2. Delivery vehicles blocking the road (particularly at busy times) 
3. Parked vehicles causing obstruction 
4. Fixed nature of the traffic controls at the junction of Victoria St and Huddersfield Road 
5. When there is an event in the town (eg food festival) 

 
More simple measure may help alleviate some of these causes. 
 

1. Could there be an alternative diversion if the Woodhead Pass is closed, even if just for larger 
vehicles?  

2. Restrict the times that delivery vehicles are allowed make their deliveries. 
3. “police” the parking more effectively – eg when I was in town this morning there was a skip 

“parked” in the bay outside Barclays Bank on the corner of Hollowgate and Dunford Road. 
There were also 3 other vehicles parked there, including a transit van.  This is not unusual.  If 
the Market Hall were converted in to a car parking then this parking bay and the bays on 
Victoria Street could be removed.  The council could consider these spaces as free for the first 
half hour or allocating some as free for an hour (as are the street side bays) and then no 
return. This would have the advantage of providing income and of retaining the Market Hall for 
festival use when peripheral park and ride schemes could be provided. Proper pavement could 
be put on Hollowgate and may be some disabled parking pays created. Looking at the small 
Hollowgate Bridge – could that be widened and pavement created for pedestrian safety? 

4. At busy times the congestion has been worse at busy times since the sensor control was 
removed. I believe this was done because vehicles loading outside Andrews’ greengrocers 
and the Chinese takeaway were adversely affecting the lights and causing problems for the 
buses. Again restricting loading times could be considered. 

mailto:major.transport@kirklees.gov.uk
mailto:yourvoice@westyorks-ca.gov.uk
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This is a lot of money on a scheme for which it is difficult to see how it will work.  I think it will create 
more problems than it will solve.  We have a lot of roads locally in a poor state desperately in need of 
repair where the money could be better spent. 
 
I did ask how if the scheme were to be passed how the traffic would be managed whilst the work was 
in progress. We currently have a 5 week road closure for a small bridge strengthening operation. 
 
I would also like to know 

1. Where the ever increasing number of commercial waste bins currently located on Hollowgate 
and at the entrance to the Market Hall will go.  I have previously commented on these in 
previous surveys. They are an eye-sore. 

2. What will replace the Market Hall as an essential venue for our numerous festivals and 
events? I asked this at the consult meeting but got no satisfactory response, only a cagey 
circumnavigation of the issue and comments that the council wanted to dispose of the building 
in any case (as they haven’t down with the former tourist information/electoral services/council 
officers, which have now stood empty for over 2 years). 

 
I haven’t met anyone yet who is in favour of this scheme. One couple said they would be moving if 
the scheme were to be passed! 

 
I am opposed to the road scheme as presented at the engagement events. I have studied the plans 
and have attended two of the engagement events to discuss the project with Kirklees officers. My 
objections mainly related to the way the scheme will alter the centre of Holmfirth for residents and 
visitors. The centre of Holmfirth is a resource for pedestrians and businesses and any traffic schemes 
must be evaluated for the effect on these aspects. I believe the traffic scheme would significantly 
reduce the attractiveness of the town centre for these groups. My specific concerns regarding the 
scheme are detailed below. 
 
General points 
How bad is the congestion problem? There is often no congestion and even at it’s worst delays are 
small. Does the problem justify the disruption and the damage to the non-traffic aspects of the town 
centre? 
 
Traffic movement is not the only consideration for the town centre: 

- The atmosphere and ease of movement for pedestrians, particularly important for Holmfirth 
which looks to attract visitors 

- The opportunities to hold special events in the town centre, such as the Folk festival and the 
food festival 

- Pedestrian travel and safety (particularly children walking to school) 
- Reduction of traffic 
- Impact on businesses 
- Reduction in pollution and other green issues 
- Safety of cyclists 

 
The scheme would be likely to increase traffic speed through the centre particularly on the station 
road route to the mini-roundabout and on to Hollowgate. This area along with Victoria Street is the 
centre of the town and attracts many pedestrians. The scheme focuses on improving the experience 
for traffic without considering the effect on the experience of pedestrians. Generating a pleasant 
experience for pedestrians is important for a town centre that aims to continue to attract visitors and 
to increase use by residents. 
 
What disruption would there be for both traffic and pedestrians during the roadworks necessary to 
implement the scheme? Visitors and shoppers experience during that time may deter return after the 
scheme is completed. A reduction of shoppers during the disruption may also seriously damage retail 
outlets. 
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How do the proposals fit with the councils environmental and climate change policies? There is no 
mention of the effect of the scheme on air quality particularly if it increases goods traffic through the 
town centre. 
 
Problems relating to changes to Hollowgate 
 
Hollowgate is closed to traffic to accommodate festivals such as the food festival and the folk festival.  
This would not be possible if Hollowgate becomes a major traffic route as envisaged in the proposals. 
 
There are several businesses on Hollowgate that rely on passing pedestrians. Without significant 
changes to the footpaths particularly widening the increased traffic will cause problems for 
pedestrians. This is particularly a problem at the narrowest point in front of the Atlantis takeaway. 
Currently there is only a narrow pavement on one side of the road and due to the narrowness of the 
roadway no possibility of increasing it. Pedestrians would not be able to pass each other without 
stepping into the road. They would also have to cross the road to access shops on the Atlantis 
takeaway side of the road where there is no pavement. 
 
Pupils and parents/carers walking to and from Holmfirth J and I school will have to cross Hollowgate 
to access Rotcher. There does not appear to be any provisions in the plan to assist them and will 
result in young children having to cross a busy road at a dangerous point. 
 
The proposals do not increase the volume of traffic on Hollowgate they mean that it will be used by 
buses and large lorries which do not currently use this route adding to the dangers for pedestrians. 
 
 
The junction between Rotcher and Hollowgate is very narrow and at an awkward angle. The increase 
in traffic on Hollowgate will make this worse. The number of cars using Rotcher is not great in total, 
but is concentrated around the start and finishing time of Holmfirth J and I school. The entrance to 
Rotcher is narrow and cannot accommodate cars passing each other. This could result in cars 
wishing to turn into Rotcher having to wait on Hollowgate, and therefore obstructing traffic flow along 
Hollowgate until the traffic from Rotcher clears. 
 
There will be no left turn from Rotcher. This means that all traffic from Rotcher will have to cross 
traffic travelling down Hollowgate. 
 
An officer at the consultation explained that it was envisioned that traffic from Rotcher wishing to 
travel to Huddersfield would turn right onto Rotcher and return to Hollowgate by travelling round the 
mini-roundabout. They would then use the new bridge to access Huddersfield Road. Driverrs may 
prefer to continue along Stations Road and turn down Bridge Lane to access Huddersfield Road. The 
junction between Bridge Lane and Station Road is narrow and becomes congested when traffic is in 
both directions. 
 
The above routes would also have to be taken by traffic from Rotcher travelling towards Holmbridge 
or Meltham. 
 
Victoria Street 
 
Does Victoria Street have to be one way. If parking was prohibited and deliveries were restricted to 
certain times the road would be wide enough to allow passage in both directions. Much of the present 
congestion occurs when large vehicles travelling in opposite directions cannot pass each other 
because of parked cars. Cars blocking the road as they try to reverse into small spaces also blocks 
progress and causes congestion. Parking restrictions would remove these problems and the 
necessity for the new bridge.  
 



 

419 | P a g e  
 

Analysis and alteration of the phasing of the traffic lights at the end of Victoria street might assist in 
reducing congestion at busy times. 
 
The New Bridge 
 
The distance between the new bridge and the traffic lights at Victoria street is a short distance, are 
the planners confident that traffic waiting to turn right onto Victoria street will not back up past the exit 
of the new bridge thus blocking all traffic exiting the bridge. 
 
[redacted] 

 
I am answering the questionnaire about Holmfirth Town Centre Access Plan after visiting the 
exhibition at Holmfirth Civic Hall on Thursday 14 Mar. 
I am a Holmfirth resident. I travel to or through Holmfirth about 5 times a week. I walk, get the bus or 
go by car depending on destination, circumstances and weather. I cannot see the reasoning behind 
only having one choice for the ‘main reason for travelling through Holmfirth’. I travel through for 
shopping, leisure facilities, education, health facilities and visiting friends equally so am unable to 
specify one main reason. I find travelling through Holmfirth easy most of the time but difficult 
occasionally. I rate congestion as neutral. 
Congestion does occur at the Victoria Street lights if a large lorry makes a slow turn left into A6024 
Woodhead Road. The traffic behind is held up by the yellow hatching as it cannot fall in behind the 
lorry to make the most of the time while the lights are green.  This yellow hatching only serves to 
keep the entrance to the courtyard behind Charlesworths clear. In 20 years living in Holmfirth, I have 
never seen a vehicle emerge or enter the courtyard. 
I was told at the exhibition that the traffic light sequence has certain issues to do with the length of 
time the under-road electronics allow for a gap in the traffic before moving on to the next part of the 
sequence. If this could be resolved, I think the congestion would be eased. 
I would be in favour of the pedestrian crossing at Victoria Square being light controlled and a mini 
roundabout there. I wholeheartedly agree with removing the parking bays on Victoria Street; if 
disabled parking bays were installed, there would need to be regular oversight to prevent abuse. I 
support new tree planting. 
I have never seen a need to be able to park immediately outside any shop or business and not being 
able to does not prevent or deter me from doing so. I think fair and independent surveys, not 
interfered with by any businesses, should be held to ascertain how widespread this attitude is. 
Deliveries during the day contribute hugely to any congestion. This is most noticeable in westbound 
Victoria Street and on the stretch outside but not limited to, Andrew’s. Near the latter it makes it 
difficult for carers with wheelchairs or pushchairs, relegating them to the roadway. Limiting delivery 
times would improve flow and safety tremendously. 
There was a strong feeling from attending Holmfirth residents that the character and history of 
Hollowgate should be preserved. Ideally, in my view it should be pedestrianised. If the proposed plan 
goes through, residents and visitors will lose the sight of the river for a stretch. The road will not be 
available for festivals, of which Holmfirth has a fair number of successful ones, bringing in visitors. 
Suggestions were also made that the exit of the proposed new road into Huddersfield Road could 
cause considerable congestion if a vehicle [particularly a bus or large lorry] turning right towards 
Huddersfield was held up at the junction due to there being no gap in the flow of combined traffic 
coming down from Woodhead Road and Greenhead Road as well as Upperthong Lane – which 
might itself then be difficult to exit. It just replaces, with additional traffic, any holdups from the right 
turn from Hollowgate. 
I realise that the council own the Market Hall which makes the proposed scheme attractive as no land 
would need to be bought. However, the majority of Holmfirth residents would be pleased to see the 
old Lodges building demolished; surely some scheme could incorporate this, enabling Hollowgate to 
be pedestrianised. It is even possible that Holmfirth residents would be willing to fund raise to allow 
for this. 
Has consideration been given to how the road works from any improvement will affect the 
surrounding roads? I highly suspect that the majority of through traffic from both Woodhead Road 



 

420 | P a g e  
 

and Greenfield Road will use the route Cooper Lane – Binns Lane – Parkhead Lane/Ashgrove Road. 
None of these roads is suitable for additional traffic or heavy lorries. 
I am a 65-79 year old female from [redacted]. 

 
Holmfirth Town Centre Access Plan Comments 
The first point to be made is that the proposed bridge over the river Holme will be likely to exacerbate 
flood risks in Holmfirth to a considerable degree, and is not practicable as a consequence. Flood 
levels based on the Environment Agency’s 2010 model are shown in Planning Application 
2017/92420, Supporting information, Flood risk assessment, Appendix C, which includes a node 
point map preceded by a table of modelled measurements. This application is sited just below 
Victoria Street Bridge. The relevant node point for the bridge to Holmfirth Market is HOLM02_11309. 
At that point the modelled 100-year flood in the 2010 model ‘do nothing’ scenario is 144.25m. The 
Council’s plans, when enlarged sufficiently to read the figures, show levels for the door thresholds of 
Hollowgate Fisheries of 144.14 and 144.11. Although I have not measured the height of the door 
thresholds or roadside kerbs, a visual inspection would suggest a carriageway level of 143.9m. This 
accords with the Council’s footway level of 144.04 outside Barclays Bank, which again would give a 
carriageway levels of 143.9m. The existing Holmfirth Market Bridge has a soffit level 200mm below 
the deck, which is at Hollowgate level, so we can assume a soffit level of 143.7m. This a few 
millimetres above the 25-year flood, so the bridge would be submerged, i.e. protected from flooding 
only by its parapet walls, in a 50, 75, or 100-year flood. The standing wave effect produced by the 
submerged bridge probably accounts for the flood level being 0.90m lower at the next downstream 
measuring point outside Piccolino’s. 
Any new bridge deck would have to be much thicker than 200mm to provide necessary 37.5 units of 
HB loading required for a Principal Road (Design Manual for Roads and Bridges, Volume 1, Chapter 
4, 4.1). A quick look on the internet for bridges spanning 10 metres between abutments, i.e. with 
beams of up to 11m, suggests that with concrete beams we would have inverted T or Y beams 
500mm to 550mm deep with a deck of 200mm to 250mm, topped by 100mm of tarmac, i.e. a depth 
of 800 to 900mm. A composite bridge of steel universal beams and concrete, or a cast in-situ 
concrete bridge, might be marginally thinner, but not much so. Given the fixed deck level at 
Hollowgate, the whole bridge would be submerged in a major flood, and even in a ten-year flood the 
soffit would be below water level. When compared with the existing bridge it would reduce the cross-
section of the river by between 6m2 and 7m2, which would be likely to increase the height of the 
standing wave, raising maximum flood levels upstream of the site. 
The allowance of 20% for global warming required by the Environment Agency gave an additional 
depth over the 100-year level of 0.13m at the planning application site. Assuming a similar figure 
applies at the market site the water level would be 144.38m. The Agency’s requirement, to allow for 
floating debris, of a soffit 600 mm above the highest flood level would give a soffit level of 144.98. 
Based on my estimate of construction depth the deck would have to be at 145.8m to 145.9m, i.e. 
about 2 metres above the level of Hollowgate! 
 
The alternative of deepening the river by 2 metres is not worthy of serious consideration, since the 
riverside walls do not appear have foundations below bed level (see recent strengthening at the base 
on the Hollowgate side, just below Market Hall bridge), and so would require reconstruction all the 
way from Upper Bridge to Victoria Street, with the possibility of requiring underpinning or 
reconstruction of Victoria Street bridge and lowering the level of the outlet form the river Ribble. 
Even if the above issues could be overcome, the proposed road requires vehicles to climb a greater 
height in 39 metres than is achieved on Victoria Street in 85 metres.  To overcome the height 
difference of 4.2 metres above Hollowgate in only 39 metres requires a gradient of 10.8%, which 
when corrected to provide for normal vertical curves at the top and bottom each 10 metres long gives 
a true gradient of 14.5%. While the sag curve at the bottom could be shorter (Design Manual for 
Roads and Bridges, Volume 6, Section 1, Chapter 1, Table 3), the crest curve at the top will be 
dictated by the stopping distance and may well be longer (Design Manual for Roads and Bridges, 
Volume 6, Section 1, Chapter 1, 1.26). However even with a 6m sag curve and 6m crest curve the 
gradient would be 12.7%, and considerably over the normal maximum for Principal Roads, where 8% 
is considered a Departure from Standards (Design Manual for Roads and Bridges, Volume 6, Section 
1, Chapter 4, 4.2). To expect passengers to board or alight safely at a bus stop on a 12.7% gradient 
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is not reasonable. In addition, the effect of imposing a road with such a gradient on the town centre, 
requiring vehicles to give way at the top, would almost certainly increase noise and air pollution 
levels. 
For the above reasons, this proposal should not be taken any further. Indeed, I would argue that it is 
so deficient in technical standards that it ought not to have been put forward in the first place. 
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Holme Valley Vision Group submitted a 40 page report to the consultation team and officers at 
Kirklees Council for consideration. This can be view on request. 

 
To the Consultation team; 
 
We came along to the consultation meeting on Thursday 14th March at Holmfirth Civic Hall and would 
like to make the following comments after viewing the proposed plans. 
 
1. In my opinion it would be a more useful exercise to ban vehicles over a certain weight from 

entering Holmfirth town centre ie Plevin who have vehicles entering and leaving the town at least 
siz times a day, often with additional tralers attached to their vehicles. 

 
Taking into account pollution never mind congestion, they are not the only company, as when the 
M1 or M62 has congestion or traffic incidents, they all seem to take the route of least resistance 
and head through Holmfirth. 
 
If you aim to speed up traffic through Holmfirth with your road change you will not reduce 
congestion or pollution but will find it increasing as drivers look for the quickest routes to their end 
destrinations, thus you will be contributing to and not alleviating anything. 

 
2. The question of Victoria St being made one way only, is unnecessary. Parking and delivery 

restrictions need to be put into place and enforced. Most congestion is cause through selfish 
parking not traffic itself. 

 
3. Hollowgate is already too narrow, agreed. Footpaths could be widened, bu in doing so this will 

make the street too narrow for heavy goods vehicles accessing the proposed bridge over the river 
Holme or the original bridge required to come out of Hollowgate and turn left. 

 
Hollowgate is a street that is generally used as a pedestrian area more so for the Food Festival 
and Folk Festival when the road is closed to traffic. It would be very dangerous to divert heavy 
goods wagons and increase normal traffic along this road. Singage could be placed at Greenfield, 
Sovereign and Flouch showing restricted weight access to the Town. 

 
5. Round about at the bottom of Dunford Road, this will only move congestion from one end of the 
Town to another, with those coming down Rocher needing to turn righ to access the roundabout 
to them come all the way back around to go along Hollowgate. 
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6. Holmfirth has built a strong following for the weekend festivals ie food, folk and Art festivals 
which rely on certain road closures and the use of the market place as a venue – how do you 
envisage the loss of foot fall to Holmfirth from the removal of the ability to close Hollowgate 
and demolishing the venue. 

 
How do you envisage encouraging visitor interaction when all the proposed road changes will do is to 
remove parking and speed up access through the Town – this is not redevelopment scheme this is a 
time and efficiency scheme that does not benefit the people who live here or the businesses of the 
Town. 
 
Can you explain what the time factor is for the proposed works? 
 
There has recently been an increase in small businesses to Holmfirth, a new chocolatier, a book 
shop etc I am sure they will not have forecast in their business plans for a loss of revenue whilst road 
works commence and visitors to Holmfirth dwindle as they are hindered access to the Town. How 
many businesses will still be viable once the work was completed and how many will cease trading or 
moving their business to locations that celevrate new business such as Marsden and Slaithwaite. 
 
Yes, I am a business owner but I have also been a resident of Holmfirth for the past 46 years and I 
love Holmfirth, which I believe should be encouraged to remain a health ywelcoming small Town and 
not a Town you pass through to go somewhere else, let’s concentrate on welcoming the visitors to 
Holmfirth. 
 
[redacted] 

 
Dear Sir / Madam, 
 
Kirklees Council – Holmfirth Town Centre Access Plan 
 
My view is that this scheme will destroy the attractiveness of Holmfirth for residents and tourists – 
why? So those who commute at peak periods can save 5 minutes on their journeys. Even at peak 
times congestion is minimal compared with other areas – try travelling around Leeds! 
 
Whether the scheme would reduce perceived congestion is highly questionable – it would merely 
transfer the perceived problem from Huddersfield Road to Towngate. 
 
If the scheme was to go ahead Holmfirth would become a building site for at least 12 months during 
which many people would avoid Holmfirth live the plague. Local shops would lose business which 
many already find diffciult which would result in many going out of business. 
 
Demoslighin the Market Hall which is in a conservation area to construct a bridge to support the 
proposed link road would be fraught with difficulty. The different levels of Huddersfield Road and 
Hollowgate would require the link road to be quite steep and given its relatively short distance make it 
difficult for heavy commercial vehicles to negotiate and turn Hollogate into a traffic area with little 
consideration for pedestrians. Incidentally when the shop adjacent to Holmfirth Bus Station was built 
planning regulations required its base to be 14ft above the river bed (in case of the river flooding). If 
these regulations still apply it would be impossible for the proposed link road to line up with 
Hollowgate unless this road level was changed. 
 
If the proposed scheme is imposed on Holmfirth and achieved its objective then this would 
undoubtedly lead to a greater volume of commercial traffic travelling through Holmfirth further adding 
to its demise. 
 
Frankly the proposed scheme is an overreaction more concerned with traffic management than the 
future of Holmfirth which will transform Holmfirth beyond recognition and turn Hollowgate into a no go 
area for pedestrians. Presently Hollowgate is closed to traffic for a number of days each year to allow 
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local festivities which residents find enjoyable and attract tourists who bring cash into the town. This 
scheme would make Holmfirth a less attractive place for tourists and residents and reduce the 
commercial viability of Holmfirth. 
 
There must be many other low cost schemes which would resolve the perceived traffic problems and 
not require the upheaval of Holmfirth. For starters the traffic lights on Huddersfield Road Vicotira 
Street are part of the problem. Victoria Street could be filtered off Huddersfield Road. 
 
The scheme has obviously been devised by people who have no affinity with Holmfirth and no regard 
for the views of its residents. My personal poll shows that the vast majority of residents are opposed 
to the scheme. 
 
[redacted] 

 
This is a response to the proposed preferred option, on behalf of the Holmfirth Festival of Folk. 
 
This festival takes place on the first weekend after the May day weekend. It has been in existence for 
over 30 years. A major part of the festival takes place on Hollowgate, on the Sautrday, which is 
closed to traffic for the occasion. There is also a Grand Parade which takes place on the Saturday 
afternoon, for which there is a rolling road closure from Station Road (Memorial Gardens), along 
Towngate and Hollowgate, emerging on Huddersfield Road where it turns right, travelling down 
Huddersfield Road before turning left, after the signals with Vistoria St, up Cooper Lane and to 
Victoria Park. 
 
The festival brings an extra 9000 people into the Town every year and a rough estimate shows a 
likely additional £200,000 direct spending which, when factored to include a multiplier of re-spend 
adds up to nearly £500k benefit to the local economy. 
 
The festival is a showcase for local talent (school age and older established artistes), it focuses on 
family entertainmeny and inclusivity.  
 
The proposals will mean that the festival will not be able to carry on in it’s present guise and removal 
of the key elements stated above, coupled with the reduction of pedestrian accessibility in the town 
(as per the plans), will make viability extremely questionable, putting at risk all the benefits stated 
above. 
 
It is baffling to read that the Council is willing to spend nearly £5m on a scheme to reduce journey 
times by approximately 85 seconds, which is against the Local Transport Plans 1 and 2, for those 
who drive THROUGH the town, rather than concentrate on improving accessibility FOR the town to 
assist the people who live here and wish to keep the town centre vibrant and successful. Were you 
aware that there are 175 businesses in the town centre? Several will be at risk due to these 
proposals. 
 
In conclusion, these proposals could kill off the Folk Festival and the 30+ years of history and 
tradition as well as remove a large amount of visitors and the money they spend in the town. This 
needs to factored into the Economic appraisal. 
 
We want improvements for the town, not for those who drive through it.  
 
Remember the hierarchy of users (in the local and national policies) Pedestrians, public transport and 
bicycles THEN motor vehicles. 
 
Alex Bywaters Chair Holmfirth Festival of Folk 
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Other 

Petition: 
Save Hollowgate 
Holmfirth Town Centre Access Plan 
Major Road Improvements 
Herewith responses to a petition which I used as straw poll to garner opinions on Kirklees proposals 
for changes to traffic movement around Holmfirth centre. The petitions were placed in business 
premises around Holmfirth with the full consent and backing of business owners. The number of 
respondents is small (as was the time frame of 2 weeks), however, each and every one of these 
respondents engaged in conversation with business owners and expressed their dismay (sic) and 
disapproval for the plans. I also provided those hosting petitions with copies of my letter to the 
Huddersfield Examiner when it was published last Friday. I posted my letter on the Holmfirth 
Community Facebook page where, as I write, 206 people have “liked” the post and 127 have 
commented, the majority responding positively to my points. 
 
The petition focuses on Hollowgate as most people believe that to be the beating heart of Holmfirth 
and that, if the “improvements” go ahead the maximum damage would be to this area. This does not 
imply that we agree with ideas set out for other areas of the town. 
 
Kirklees councillors cannot just sit back and pass this proposal on the nod. This proposal will destroy 
the character of our town. You will notice that some people who have signed the petition are not 
locals, but visitors to the town who come here because they love the place and, like all the signees to 
the petition, want to visit an historical town, not a roundabout with some people living near it. 
 
The introductory text to the petition: 
 
We, the undersigned, object to the plan to alter Hollowgate. This is an historically important area of 
the town, a relaxed shopping area and a central venue for the desticals which bring so many people 
into Holmfirth ( with all the attendant benefits). The proposals from Kirklees will destroy the character 
of the town and the Hollowgate plan will bring additional problems (and dangers) for pupils and 
parents of Nab and major headaches for residents who live up Rotcher and Goose Green. 
 
[redacted] 
 
Petition signed by 553 signatories.  
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