
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 

As you will likely be aware, there has been much discussion in the press recently about the academisation of schools, 

whereby schools move away from being maintained by Local Authorities and instead become academies, receiving funding 

directly from central Government. You may also be aware that discussion has taken place at a local level amongst schools in 

the Holme Valley, initiated by the High School, about whether schools should consider converting to academy status and 

forming a "multi-academy trust" or "MAT", whereby several academy schools collaborate together under a form of shared 

governance. These discussions have been purely exploratory in nature, with no presumption of a commitment to join a MAT 

or convert to academy status.  

The Governing Body of Holmfirth Junior, Infant and Nursery School has taken part in those discussions, to remain informed 

about academisation and about other schools’ intentions, and wishes to share with you the approach agreed by all 

Governors at an extraordinary meeting on March 16.  

 Most importantly, any decision taken will be in the best interests of the school and its pupils. 

 Our preferred option would be to stay as we are; however, we recognise that this may not be possible and if the 

political/educational landscape changes we do not want to be left behind. 

 We are therefore continuing detailed discussions with local schools about the possible options for becoming a MAT, 

or entering into an alternative kind of collaborative working arrangement, and about possible combinations of 

schools that might want to move ahead together, in whatever form.   

 No decision has been taken about whether to form a MAT, and no decision will be made until detailed discussions 

have taken place between relevant schools.  We will withdraw from those discussions if at any time we consider the 

disadvantages of the proposals would outweigh the benefits to our school. 

We recognise that as parents and carers you will be concerned about any changes that could impact your children's 

education, and that becoming part of a MAT or another kind of collaborative working arrangement would be a material 

change. We will update you in writing as and when discussions with other schools’ progress and if it looks likely that schools 

within the Holme Valley, in whatever combination, do want to form a MAT or some other kind of collaborative partnership 

then we will hold an open meeting to explain the proposals in detail and get feedback from parents. 

We hope this letter gives you sufficient reassurance, but if you have any questions or concerns then please feel free to raise 

them through the Office. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Stuart Tabener, Chair of the Board of Governors 

For and on behalf of the Governing Body of Holmfirth Junior, Infant and Nursery School 


