
Holmfirth J I & N School parental questionnaire – December 2014 

 
This year we received completed 40 questionnaires altogether.  
Once again, we are very pleased with the overall results. The percentages and comments continue to present the school as being 
successful, happy and well led. Many thanks. 
       
Areas of success 
 

 My child is happy at school and the school has a happy atmosphere 

We are very pleased that 100% of you feel that the school is a happy harmonious community which your child enjoys 
attending. This is one of our core values and it is central to our work. We strongly believe that happy children are 
successful children. 
 

 My child is making good progress 

We are very pleased that 93% of you feel that your child is making good progress. Classroom staff and the senior 
leadership team meet to discuss your child’s progress, provision and targets on a termly basis. Government statistics also 
show that pupils consistently make better than expected progress at Holmfirth compared to the national average. 

 

 My child is safe at school 

96% of you felt that your child was safe at school. We take your children’s safety extremely seriously and were delighted 
that this was recognised in the questionnaire. The Governing Body have recently monitored the safety of children at the 
school and they too were confident that the school is keeping your children safe and more importantly your children know 
how to keep themselves safe in and around school. 

 

 Children at the school behave well 

95% of you felt that the children at Holmfirth behave well. This is borne out in monitoring conducted by the leadership 
team who saw excellent examples of behaviour within and out of lessons. Visitors to our school have also commented on 
the good behaviour and positive attitudes of our children. 
 

 The development of the outdoor learning environment is a positive development 

We are pleased that 100% of you feel that the work to develop the outdoor learning facilities has been a positive move. 
This area is still not complete as we need to raise further funding to install climbing equipment, a den building area, mud 
kitchen, sand and water play and a bird hide. The children love using this area and it has enhanced both the school 
curriculum and playtimes. 

 
Areas of development           

 The school communicates with me effectively about how to support my child’s learning 

Over the last few months we have started to explore new ways to support you with your child’s learning. At our recent 
open evenings every parent received a copy of the National Curriculum expectations for reading, writing and maths for 
their child. We have recently updated the school’s calculations policy and this can be found on the school website. The 
‘Open Afternoons’ are  usually very successful and later this year we are hoping to develop these to showcase areas of 
the curriculum and offer ideas about supporting your child’s learning at home.  

 

 The school communicates effectively with me about my child’s progress 

Whilst 93% of you stated that you felt your child was making good progress, there was still 8% who felt that the school 
needed to communicate more effectively in this area. The school is currently exploring options to provide more regular 
updates on your child’s progress and attainment. 
 

 The school gives my child(ren) opportunities to make positive contributions to the community outside school. 

This is an area which we had already highlighted as part of our self- evaluation and which we are currently exploring in 
more detail. 
 

Parental Comments 

              We were also very pleased that many parent/carers took the time to provide detailed feedback about what the school was 
doing well and could improve still further. Overall there was far more consensus about the school’s strengths; with 
particular mentions for it’s happy, caring staff and children, it’s high academic achievements, it’s celebrating of  
individuality and it’s personalised learning plans. 

               
Key areas for development which were identified, related to information regarding children’s progress, communication with 
parents and offering a wider range of extra-curricular activities. Some parents suggested we use Twitter/Facebook – 
Kirklees Council’s firewall currently blocks the use of Twitter and Facebook, so currently we are unable to offer this 
service, but it is something we will look into.  We have already introduced a gardening/nature club, an art club and a Lego 
club since September and after Christmas the choir will once again begin so we are working towards being able to offer a 
wider range of activities to our children, in the past we have found that non sporting clubs are poorly attended and this 
makes them financially unviable. 
 

If you have any further comments or suggestions to make, then do contact either Mrs Price or myself in one of the school 
playgrounds or book an appointment to see me through the school office.   
     

               Best wishes 
 
 
 
              Gill Dyson   
              (Headteacher) 


